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E  HAVE  completed  our  labors  in  writing  and  compiling  the  Portrait  and  Bio- 
•graphical  Album  of  this  county,  and  wish,  in  presenting  it  to  our  patrons,  to  speak 
briefly  of  the  importance  of  local  works  of  this  nature.  It  is  certainly  the  duty 
of  the  present  to  commemorate  the  past,  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  the  pioneers, 
to  furnish  a  record  of  their  early  settlement,  and  to  relate  the  story  of  their  progress. 
The  civilization  of  our  day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  and  this  solemn  duty  which 
men  of  the  present  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives  and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  local  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to  enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and  to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a  safe 
vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the  people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  region  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly  the  noble  men,  who  in  their  vigor  and  prime 
came  early  to  the  county  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their  heritage,  are  passing  to  their 
graves.  The  number  remaining  who  can  relate  the  history  of  the  first  days  of  settlement  is 
becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an  actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  his¬ 
torical  matter  without  delay,  before  the  settlers  of  the  wilderness  are  cut  down  by  time.  Not  only 
is  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  render  history  of  pioneer  times  full  and  accurate,  but  it  is  also  essen¬ 
tial  that  the  history  of  the  county,  from  its  settlement  to  the  present  day,  should  be  treated  through  its  various 
phases,  so  that  a  record,  complete  and  impartial,  may  be  handed  down  to  the  future.  The  present  the  age 
of  progress,  is  reviewed,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  over  the  quiet,  unostentatious  olden  times;  it  is  abrilliant 
record,  which  is  destined  to  live  in  the  future;  the  good  works  of  men,  their  magnificent  enterprises,  their 
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lives,  whether  commercial  or  military,  do  not  sink  into  oblivion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  grow  brighter  with  age, 
and  contribute  to  build  up  a  record  which  carries  with  it  precedents  and  principles  that  will  be  advanced  and 
observed  when  the  acts  of  soulless  men  will  be  forgotten  and  their  very  names  hidden  in  obscurity. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  personal  sketches  contained  in  this  volume,  unusual  care  and  pains  were 
taken  to  have  them  accurate,  even  in  the  smallest  detail.  Indeed,  nothing  was  passed  lightly  over  or  treated 
indifferently ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  works  of  its  nature  ever  published. 

As  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  work,  we  present  the  portraits  of  numerous  represent¬ 
ative  citizens.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  the  prominent  men  of  to-day,  as  well  as  the  pioneers,  represented 
in  this  department;  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  uniformly  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
portraits  we  present.  They  are  in  the  strictest  sense  representative  men,  and  are  selected  from  all  the  call¬ 
ings  and  professions  worthy  to  be  given.  There  are  others,  it  is  true,  who  claim  equal  prominence  with 
those  given;  but  of  course  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  give  portraits  of  all  the  leading  men  and  pioneers 
of  the  county.  We  are  under  great  obligation  to  many  of  the  noble  and  generous  people  of  this  county 
for  kindly  and  material  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Album. 
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HE  Father  of  our  County  was 
^born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
'  Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  John  Washington,  em¬ 
igrated  to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John. 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus¬ 
tine,  the  father  of  George,  hist 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.  His  spelling  was  rather  defective. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair¬ 
ness  and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  ol  d  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman’s  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1 75  t,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health  They  ju 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili¬ 
tary  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac¬ 
cepted,  which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North¬ 
western  Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.  The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock’s  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  “I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelino  my  companions 
on  every  side.”  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  “The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all.” 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con 
gress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila¬ 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash¬ 
ington  was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con¬ 
cord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  1o  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 

_ him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 

forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 
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commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  r  7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean  ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani¬ 
mously  re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi¬ 
dent,  he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 

At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub¬ 
ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat¬ 
ters  in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad¬ 
miration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal¬ 
ent  and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na¬ 
tions,  and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tall,  erect  3  { 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was  a 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 

He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  and  the  first  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy ), Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
°>  1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus¬ 
iness  of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa¬ 
tion  at  Harvard  College.  John 
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1  »  graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
|  }:!e  school  in  Worcester,  Mass. 
j[|  'school  of  affliction,’  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 


For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
;  under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 


had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
u  jj  but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
!fj  termed  “  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
J;|  cils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Cal  van:  Stic  good  nature,” 
|;5  of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
||J  his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
1  :  profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
’  -  ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  perce p- 
i  :  tive  powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
»  1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa¬ 
tion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resol u- 


tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popular 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
A-as  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg¬ 
islature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad¬ 
vocated  the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence.  This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  “Yesterday,”  he  says,  “the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  4  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  states.’  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.  It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows. 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not.” 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France^  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex¬ 
posed  him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis¬ 
ers,  who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con¬ 
tinued  fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond¬ 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re¬ 
garded  him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom¬ 
plishing  but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash¬ 
ington  retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 
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French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it.  |j 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson’s  sympathies  were  strongly  Bj 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or-J: 
iginated  the  alienation  between  these  distinguished  S 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ-  0  J 
ized,  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies  5  n. 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in  H  { 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more  5  1 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the  £ 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling  6jA 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just  j:  r 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable  » 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered,  r 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength  0 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest  c 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar  « 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde-  t 
pendence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the  £ 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the  » 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is  E 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their  [: 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as  : 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr.  h 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning  0 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from  c 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the  0  [1 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  “  In-  j!} 
dependence  forever.”  When  the  day  was  ushered  0  ^ 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  “O  yes;  it  is  the  glor¬ 
ious  fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all.” 

In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  “It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day.”  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
“Jefferson  survives.”  But  he  had,  at  one  o’clock,  re¬ 
signed  his  spiiit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests, was  intellectual  and  expres¬ 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 

He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor  0  j 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked  :  H 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
burn  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
jpwell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon¬ 
don.  To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav¬ 
ing  been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
\  of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obodeof  fashion 
~  and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
^:E  years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
J- ■:  horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
m  was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
E  able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
E  such  in fluences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
,  E  ond  year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
[  E  explained  inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
|  E  society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
:  E  previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
I  hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
I  ercise  only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
®  of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
IE  high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
E  phy  and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
E  Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
I  scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 
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there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin¬ 
guished  himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful,  wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson’s  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw¬ 
ing  up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com¬ 
mittee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con¬ 
gress.  On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.  What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec¬ 
laration,  which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef¬ 
ferson  and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  British  troops.  Hi?  wife’s  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington’s  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
r8o4  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con¬ 
spiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de¬ 
voted  the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare¬ 
well  forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  r826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
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sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation’s  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion,  to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill¬ 
ness,  which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which  : 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced  :  fj; 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no  M 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly  j  j{ 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next  5 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around  3 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was  | 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for¬ 
ever.  And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin¬ 
dred  spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper¬ 
ate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 

In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore 
head  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem¬ 
per  was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 

His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un¬ 
affected,  and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver¬ 
sation  he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES  MADISON,  “Father 
I  kp  g  of  the  Constitution,”  and  fourth 
' ’St3  I  ’{  M*  Pres*dent  of  tire  United  States, 
If  was  horn  March  16,  1757,  and 
‘ ■■  -14  died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
jline  28,  1836.  The  name  of 
,.UW  James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected  with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
«  country  during  which  the  founda- 

/fuLvjrt  tions  of  this  great  republic  were 
laid-  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
VaiI  States  to  be  called  to  his  eternal 
A  reward. 

j/|\l  The  Madison  family  were  among 
e  A  i  *  the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
Atm  landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
’rii’  peake  but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
[].;!•  []  ment  of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 

*?  James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es¬ 
tate  called  “  Montpelier,”  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur¬ 
esque  and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  i’~ 


seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor  jpj=j  j 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771.  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsc 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading.  |p^| 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  j 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso-  life  Fa 
ciated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong  }> 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of  r-\- . . 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of  "  7  jjf 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten¬ 
tion  to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed  ? 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion,  jppifj 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he  A  :  i 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to  qC  Jjj 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 

He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;  and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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JAMES  MADISON. 


intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con¬ 
gress,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na¬ 
tional  government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis¬ 
sioners  to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  present  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac¬ 
tive  in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 
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British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one’s  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 

A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the  S  1 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal-  jjl } 
ance  he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship’s  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im-  3 
pressment,  no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce  g 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave  § 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is  B£ 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of  : 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant  jj 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap-  p 
pling  with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit¬ 
ish  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladen s- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau¬ 
tiful  home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi¬ 
son  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
.President  of  The  United  States, 
was  bom  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov¬ 
ince  in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
k  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co¬ 
lonial  Congress  assembled  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  deliberate  upon  the  un¬ 
just  and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  Colonies,  and  promul¬ 
gated  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence.  Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope¬ 
less  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tones  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con¬ 
tending  with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel¬ 
ancholy  retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg¬ 
ing  upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro¬ 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy¬ 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun¬ 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  theold 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
hi. iking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re¬ 
tained  the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep¬ 
arated  them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com¬ 
bination  of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
right  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de¬ 
nounced  as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es¬ 
poused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be¬ 
tween  these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres¬ 
ident’s  proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de¬ 
nouncing  the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeats.  He  was  again  sent  to  Prance  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob¬ 
tained  from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  sue 
cessful.  For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world 
From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng¬ 
land  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  Mr.  Madison’s  adminstration.  At  the  elec¬ 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  “  Monroe  doctrine.’’ 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  “  Monroe 
doctrine,”  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub¬ 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows  :  “  That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys¬ 
tem  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,”  and  “that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States.”  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved  3 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.  In  that  city  he  died;on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his  honored  father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  i  rth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost  constant  ab¬ 
sence  of  his  father.  When  but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat¬ 
tle  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow¬ 
ing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min¬ 
ister  to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.  Thence, 
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in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be¬ 
ing  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en¬ 
gaged, — Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom¬ 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined, 
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JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in¬ 
sulting  our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres¬ 
idential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign¬ 
ing  his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu¬ 
dent.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num¬ 
erous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe’s  administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re¬ 
ceived  ninety-nine ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con¬ 
scientiously  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams ;  and  never,  per¬ 
haps,  was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu¬ 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab¬ 
stemious  and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un¬ 
abated  zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre¬ 
sentative,  towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle’  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
“the  old  man  eloquent.”  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him¬ 
self  bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly¬ 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious¬ 
ness,  he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  “  This  is  the  end  of  earth  /’then  after  a  moment’s 
pause  he  added,  “ I  am  content''  These  were  the 
last  words  of  the  grand  “  Old  Man  Eloquent. 
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NDREW  JACKSON, 
seventh  President  of 
United  States,  was  born  in 
VVaxhaw  settlement,  N.  C., 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father’s  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set¬ 
tlement,  where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un¬ 
gainly;  and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at¬ 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
ii:  teers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
178 1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  “  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,”  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear¬ 
ful  gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in  obtaining  their  exchange, 
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and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler’s  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur¬ 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes¬ 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec¬ 
ially  disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con¬ 
stitution.  Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its 
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sessions, — -a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one'  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington’s  adminstration  had  been 
“  wise,  firm  and  patriotic.” 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com¬ 
menced,  Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
v ould  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  “  Old  Hickory.” 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton’s  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set¬ 
tlers,  were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De¬ 
cisive  action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
1  a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis¬ 
tance,  gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 

1  With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.  The  bend 
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of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast¬ 
work  of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des¬ 
perate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en¬ 
deavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
nver;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

I  his  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con¬ 
centrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  v\hich  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  .  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son  s  life  we*e  that  of  a  devoted  Christian  man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5, 
1782.  He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July  24,  1862.  His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite  shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
0^:  in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
^ "  political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an¬ 
cestors,  as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
W  :  and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel¬ 
ligence  and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un¬ 
usual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his  native  village, 
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he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil¬ 
lage.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father’s  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed¬ 
eral  party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him, 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  the 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years, 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump¬ 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  r8i  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison’s  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 


the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  “  universal  suffrage”  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de¬ 
termined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
“State  Rights”  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re¬ 
garded  throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and  he  returned 
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home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  hud  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor¬ 
ite;  and  this,  probably  mure  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re¬ 
ceived  the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  “  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,”  says  Mr.  Parton,  “the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor.” 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in¬ 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation  5  n 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer¬ 
cial  panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were  j  1 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  “Free  Soil”  Democrats,  in  1848, 

Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se¬ 
cured  to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old  -  J 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI¬ 
SON,  the  ninth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Harri¬ 
son,  was  in  comparatively  op¬ 
ulent  circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  George 
Washington,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  was  conspicuous 


among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.  In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison  and  John  Hancock  were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 


in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 

1  “  having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 
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dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose  _ 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap-  | 


pointed  Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This  — -1 

Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  “  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio.”  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  “Indiana  Territory.”  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in¬ 
vested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 


rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Madison. 

V  hen  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wulderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 


the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
was  called  Tecumseh,  or  “The  Crouching 
Panther;”  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  “The  Prophet.” 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit¬ 
able  perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
an  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe¬ 
canoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet’s  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes¬ 
tations.  Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night’s  en¬ 
campment,  he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,  and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa¬ 
tion  with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide¬ 
ous  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison’s 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and 
fore  them,  and  completely 
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swept  every  thing 
routing  the  foe. 
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Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can¬ 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn¬ 
ing,  plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive.- 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the  - 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra-E 
tionof  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made  E  [j 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in-  jj  J 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake  E  a 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position,  as 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while  E  a 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 

The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  18x6,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of  P 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him  J 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against  j  j 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 

The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  : 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison’s  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster  ;  jj 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin¬ 
istration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick¬ 
ness,  died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth 
Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child  of  af¬ 
fluence  and  high  social  po¬ 
sition.  At  the  early  age  of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad¬ 
uated  with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  with  great  assiduity  to  the 
study  of  law,  partly  with  his 
father  and  partly  with  Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  lie 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston¬ 
ishing.  It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock¬ 
et  of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern¬ 
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ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc¬ 
cessful  one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph’s  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.  Mr.  T)ler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion.  He  opposed  the  tariff ;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren¬ 
uously  opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist¬ 
ing  all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler’s  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  There  was  a  split  in  the  Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef¬ 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli¬ 
ments  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri¬ 
vate  affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder ;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan¬ 
tation.  Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har¬ 
rison,  a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili¬ 
ate  the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident.  It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa¬ 
thy  with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri¬ 
son.  He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con¬ 
sistent,  honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun¬ 
sellors  whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har¬ 
mony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in¬ 
vited  the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days’  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.  He  suggested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas¬ 
ure  by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi¬ 
dent  into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Mings  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  unfortunate  administra¬ 
tion  passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  lelief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For¬ 
est,  Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal¬ 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed¬ 
erates.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sink  and  soon  died. 


1 


i 


iTiiTxxnixxarxxiixxx 

‘111L :i iJJj. lfjiii •  'iLi.Ll.ii • :  •- 


ixmnn  |  uiiiui 
1 1  tt  »TjnfiWiii  ix  x*  i 


AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,  Nov.  2,  1795.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol¬ 
lowed  by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  farnly,  Samuel  Polk  emi¬ 
grated  some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau¬ 
ry  Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huls, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil¬ 
derness,  James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother’s  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct¬ 
uality  and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 
■  . 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be¬ 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk’s  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk’s  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi¬ 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  ma.n  of  unblemished  morals,  genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  Was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul¬ 
ture.  In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
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for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per¬ 
formed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac¬ 
tion,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
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w'  his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can¬ 
didate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur¬ 
ated  President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig¬ 
nature  to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk’s  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  “observation,"  then  of  “occupation,” 
then  of  “  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

‘To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wiping.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor  Mr  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even¬ 
ing,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front¬ 
ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
"lj ;  could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan¬ 
tages.  When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
:  school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
u':.2  rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
t  acter  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
h  :  the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
Y:  is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
}; :  childhood  on  his  father’s  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
YE  in  t8o8,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng¬ 
land,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
}  :  ness  by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe, 
{is  It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
-■  ]-  led  by  Tecumseh.  Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 
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company  of  infantry  numbering  fifty  men,  many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici¬ 
pated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down ;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap¬ 
ture,  death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor¬ 
ture.  No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o’clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the  ; 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.  There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re¬ 
tire  beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South¬ 
west.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
th  z  sobriquet  of  “Old  Rough  and  Ready.’ 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one’s  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder¬ 
ful  popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un¬ 
lettered,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an¬ 
nouncement,  and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 
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had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  Is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re¬ 
marked,  “  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made.” 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre¬ 
pared  such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri¬ 
umphantly  elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi¬ 
tions  were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  “I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty.”  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un¬ 
pretending  man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la¬ 
mented  his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — “  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor’s  mind  had  not  been  en¬ 
larged  and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse¬ 
quence.  The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim¬ 
plicity  was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju¬ 
dices,  amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out¬ 
side  pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
‘  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.’ 

“Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth’s  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt  for  learning  of  every  kind.” 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow¬ 
ing  to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis¬ 
position,  graceful  manners  and  ex¬ 
quisite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom¬ 
ise,  though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad¬ 
vantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com¬ 
mon  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char¬ 
acter  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer’s  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
US  Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 
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enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library'.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read¬ 
ing.  Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory ,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en¬ 
kindled  in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  wrorker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be¬ 
coming,  almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap¬ 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
r.o  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa¬ 
tion  had  been  very'  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col¬ 
lege.  But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  hall  5 
and  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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MILLARD  FILLMORE. 


well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in¬ 
tense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
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his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
jjtjJjj  moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill,— Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
I  unusual  degrt  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
jLL,Jj  the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep¬ 
utation  and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
||  \\  he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
OLelected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
fence  as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
onfidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
'any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 

measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
is  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the  State. 


was  elected  Comptroller  of 
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Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con¬ 
siderable  fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President. Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura¬ 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi¬ 
dent.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measures  of  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in¬ 
evitable  that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore’s  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres¬ 
idency  by  the  “  Know  Nothing  ”  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en¬ 
deavoring  to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the 
fourteenth  President  of  the 
jp  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
23,  1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  inflexible  integrity;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis¬ 
ing  Democrat.  The  mother  of 


Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru¬ 
dent,  affectionate,  Christian  wom- 
Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen¬ 
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ii  l  erous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
1  :  love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
1  :  loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
ir-jj  looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
:  doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
:  which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
1  :  veloping  any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
v:  devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
;  :  in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
P  The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
|  ■  courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 
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genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de¬ 
gree  studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father’s  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en¬ 
tering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom¬ 
plishments,  and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honored.  Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce’s  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him¬ 
self  a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo¬ 
nents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques¬ 
tions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 


strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa¬ 
mous  fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin¬ 
guished  as  a  “Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.’* 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse¬ 
quently  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven¬ 
tion  met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 

forty-ninth  ballot,  he 


1  gained  strength,  until,  at  the 


1  received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 


the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas¬ 


sachusetts,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 
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His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be¬ 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  “  irrepressible  conflict  ”  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  “  half  slave  and  half 
free.”  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad¬ 
ministration,  did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South¬ 
ern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years’  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien¬ 
ated  from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo¬ 
cated  those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap¬ 
proved,  and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  . serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re¬ 
tired  to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di¬ 
vided  our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen¬ 
erous  to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al¬ 
leviation  of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns¬ 
people  were  often  gladened  by  his  material  bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
e  the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  sWod  was  called  Stony 
'®  Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro¬ 
mantic  spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
i  E  izabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
1  and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
l  :  ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
[  :  clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per¬ 
form  his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
{  :  eluded  home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
]  :  veloped  remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
:  =  to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers  en- 
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abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
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in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu¬ 
crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  fot 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac¬ 
quired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
r  8(3 3 ,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas¬ 
ures  proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale' 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo¬ 
cated  that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  “  Congress,” 
said  he,  “  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists.” 

Upon  Mr.  Polk’s  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven¬ 
tion  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re¬ 
striction  and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre¬ 
mont,  the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re¬ 
ceived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March  4th,  1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be¬ 
wildered.  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub¬ 
lic.  He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion’s  share  of  the  territory  ofp  } 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan’s  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offerthem 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non¬ 
intervention  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan  had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow¬ 
ing  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im¬ 
becility  was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  “  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!” 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun¬ 
dered  ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away,  £ 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak-  " 
ness  At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver¬ 
ance  came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was? 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex 
perienced.  His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with  £ 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country’s 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland  retreat,  June  1,  1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN, 
sixteenth  President  of 
United  States,  was  born 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb. 

1809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father’s  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 

Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin ;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend¬ 
less,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him¬ 
self  out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi¬ 
grants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
“All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,”  exclaims  the  grate¬ 
ful  son  “ I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The  rn=j=i 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham’s  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar¬ 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter’s  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  Ill. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for¬ 
tune.  Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril¬ 
liant  that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  1  ecame 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God’s  word,  “  Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain;”  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 

In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.  In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as¬ 
sembled  he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con¬ 
test  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con¬ 
test,  but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  16th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  “The 
Wigwam,”  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this  good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti¬ 
more  had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to“  get  up  a  row,” 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi¬ 
cation  on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con¬ 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords-’  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel¬ 
ing,  witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o’clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington’s,  its  father;  hiscountry- 
men  being  unable  to  decide  which  is  the  greater. 
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NDREYV  JOHNSON,  seven¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
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States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu¬ 
tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 

in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  tiie 
“poor  whites  ”  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  tne  slight¬ 
est  advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor’s  shop  occasion¬ 
ally,  and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states¬ 
men.  Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle¬ 
man  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.  The  owner, 
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pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on¬ 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  r826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos¬ 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or¬ 
ganized  a  working  man’s  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  “stumped  the  State,”  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren’s  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,110 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  responsible  posi¬ 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abil- 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work¬ 
ing  classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob¬ 
ably  prove  “  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves.”  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
I  !  promise  measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
0  0  were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 

be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
jj  would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
l;  the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  “Sir,” 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  “  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  1  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig  leaves,  and  that  our  Sav¬ 
ior  was  the  son  of  a  carpenter.” 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  i860,  he 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
zrn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  “  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost.”  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap¬ 
pointed  him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 
1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
i  .  States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

’  1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
*  e  said,  “  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
hey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
ust  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 

ust  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
rimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished.”  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 
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opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char¬ 
acterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  “high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,”  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten¬ 
ure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre¬ 
ferred  against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac¬ 
quitted,  notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar¬ 
alleled  since  the-daysof  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im¬ 
mortalize  his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875  On  Jan  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con¬ 
gress,  and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  a.m.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun¬ 
eral  was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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p  United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to 
town,  Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re¬ 
mote  frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu¬ 
cation.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen,  in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,. about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in¬ 
fantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am¬ 
munition.  A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
U  -  side  of  the  animal,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 
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From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re¬ 
turned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigfation  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im¬ 
migrants.  Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re¬ 
munerative,  he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga¬ 
lena,  Ill.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
“Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too.” 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol¬ 
unteers,  and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.  On  the  15  th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol¬ 
unteers.  His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be¬ 
ginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur¬ 
prised  and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  kne*v  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies’  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas¬ 
ures  put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
;  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un¬ 
bounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 
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Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as¬ 
sembled  from  all  quarte:s  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en¬ 
ergy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal¬ 
vation.  The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati¬ 
cally  indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re¬ 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant’s  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 

CASHES 
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NINETEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


RUTHERFORD  B,  HAYES. 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  r822,  al¬ 
most  three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char¬ 
acter.  It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 


as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief¬ 
tains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
}  5  tune  overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
}  5  Iaild  in  1 680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
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jt  R  George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
1 1  during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
1  :  ried  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
v triage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 


: 


132  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724.  and  was  a  manufac- 
i  turerof  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
1  :  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
i:  5  born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
1  j|  blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
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leg  Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro 

I I  where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
:i:5erford  Hayes,  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi¬ 
grated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1 635 ,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

I  he  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me¬ 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con¬ 
ducted  his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter¬ 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be¬ 
reavement,  found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in¬ 
quiring  from  time  to  time  “  if  Mrs.  Hayes’  baby  died 
last  night.”  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy’s  big  head,  and  the  mother’s  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  “  That’s  right!  Stick  to 
him.  Yoa  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn’t 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet.” 

“  You  need  not  laugh,”  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  “  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can’t  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet.”  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  al  most  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo¬ 
sition,  and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
iu  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy’s  health  had  im¬ 
proved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
ptration  commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en¬ 
tered  Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re¬ 
mained  three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro¬ 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi¬ 
tion  found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how¬ 
ever,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse¬ 
quent  life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as  Chief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 
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Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life, 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman¬ 
hood.  The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young-  men  of  high  char¬ 
acter  and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  “forgallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia.”  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, (fit 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared, 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond.”  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 

In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  h  wever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  one. 
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AMES  A.  GAREIELD,  twen¬ 
tieth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  Nov.  19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami¬ 
lies  well  known  in  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle¬ 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
wasabout  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be¬ 
tween  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
hard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 

The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con¬ 
tracted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indented  to  his  btother’s 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc¬ 
ceeding  his  father’s  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis¬ 
ters  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car¬ 
penter  work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few'  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  her  struggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to¬ 


gether.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug¬ 
gling  childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  w  alked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &:  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re¬ 
mained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time  w'hen  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
“  exhausted  Hiram  ”  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1 856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon¬ 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram  and  w'as  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem¬ 
ber,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion: 
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“  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  ‘wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called’  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig¬ 
nificance  they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec¬ 
tarian  charity  for  all  ‘who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.’” 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet¬ 
ings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser¬ 
vice,  and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed¬ 
ily  accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres¬ 
ident  Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  “he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army.”  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell’s  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  “  Chief  of  Staff.” 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 
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his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army  At  t he  time  he  en¬ 
tered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  Iris  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  “  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu¬ 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield.” 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad¬ 
ministration  ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre¬ 
liminary  work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
“  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  ”  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc¬ 
curred  which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit¬ 
ten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass¬ 
ingly  great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J  ,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe¬ 
cuted,  in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed.  - 
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HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
twenty-first  Pres;  ;wiii  of  fhe 
United  States  was  born  in 
Franklin  Corn  ty,  Vermont,  on 
the  fifth  of  October,  1830,  and  is 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  a  Baptist  cUrgyman,  who 
emigrated  to  tlv.s  country  from 
the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
18th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
^  ter  his  graduation  he  taught  school- 
^  in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
:  a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 

:  Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
H  in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
i:a  in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
;;  but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
{|i  hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success¬ 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
-  soon  afterward  married  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  Unbed  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  111 
recognition  of  t he  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa¬ 
sion.  Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur  s 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superioi 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  ana  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Chailes  O’Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendeted  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa¬ 
ny  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave¬ 
nue  Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per¬ 
sons  and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1 86 1 ,  he  was  made  Inspec¬ 
tor  General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas¬ 
ter-General.  In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan’s  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra¬ 
tive,  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
Ne>v  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1 878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
con  vention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven¬ 
tion  for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re¬ 
ceived  the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country’s  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1 88  r ,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin’s  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na¬ 


tions  were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark¬ 
able  patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf¬ 
fering  man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God¬ 
like.  During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur’s  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest  ^ 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi¬ 
ciously  begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar¬ 
field  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  1 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  Yoik, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do,  -  { 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se¬ 
lect  as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President’s  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him  ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 

He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a'  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con¬ 
vention  at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car¬ 
rying  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE¬ 
LAND,  the  twenty-second  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America’s  great  men  in  striking  con¬ 
trast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com¬ 
menced  going  to  school  in  the  “  good,  old-fashioned 
way,”  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  thi^ 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemec 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  consideral 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  ttfjjjp 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com¬ 
menced  his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness!; 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in¬ 
definite  length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex¬ 
hibit  as  yet  any  particular  “  flashes  of  genius  ”  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy.[jp<^] 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette-  ii 
ville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  td 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  hi^ 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  “  Holland  Patent,”  a , 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 

N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  “  under-teacher  ”  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 

lie  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 

to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 

there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 

before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 

ask  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan-,  a  noted 

stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 

speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 

my  boy?”  he  asked.  “Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 

law,”  was  the  reply.  “Good  gracious!”  remarked 

the  pld  gentleman ;  “  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 

that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 

got?”  “Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven’t  got 
» 

any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd- keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  “  look  around.”  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  office,  but  Grover’s  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle’s  was  a  long  and  rugged  one ;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em¬ 
ployer  threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  “  That’s 
where  they  all  begin.”  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of<clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
Impossibilities.  “  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
^  it,”  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
y  which  Buffalo  is  situated ;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
^  to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es¬ 
pecial  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 
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in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer¬ 
reted  out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui¬ 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  “This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  most  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people’s  money.”  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve¬ 
land’s  administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there¬ 
upon  recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
11,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Beniamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub¬ 
lican  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve¬ 
land  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be¬ 
tween  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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%  NSEL  BRIGGS,  the  first 
I t.  g^tlcnan  chosen  to  fill  the 
@P  gubernatorial  chair  of  Iowa 
WM Us# n  after  its  organization  as  a 

ff  State,  was  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  was  born  Feb.  3, 
06.  Ilis  parents,  who  likewise 
re  New  Englanders,  were  Ben- 
nin  and  Electa  Briggs.  The 
yhood  of  our  subject  was 
(1  in  his  native  State,  and  in  at- 
mce  upon  the  common  schools 
he  received  a  fair  education  which 
was  subsequently  improved  by  a 
term  at  Norwich  Academy.  When 
}  a  young  man  lie  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Cambridge,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
young  Briggs  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stage  lines.  He  also  here  embarked  in  political 
affairs  and  as  a  Whig  run  for  the  office  of  County 
Auditor  but  was  defeated  by  John  Ferguson,  a 
Jackson  Democrat. 

After  remaining  in  Ohio  for  six  years,  the  glow¬ 
ing  accounts  of  the  fair  fields  and  the  fertile  prairies 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  led  him  westward  across 
the  Father  of  Waters.  He  had  previously  united 
his  fortunes  in  life  with  Nancy  M.  Dunlap,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Major  Dunlap,  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Even  prior  to  this  marriage  he  had  chosen  a  wife, 
a  lady  who  was  born  on  the  same  day  and  year  as 
himself,  but  of  whom  he  was  soon  bereft.  He 
brought  with  him  to  Iowa  his  little  family  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  Andrew,  in  Jackson  Count)'.  Seeing  the 


opportunity  here  for  resuming  his  former  business, 
lie  began  opening  up  stage  lines,  frequently  driving 
the  old  stage  coach  himself.  He  made  several  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  Postoffice  Department  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mails  weekly  between  Dubuque 
and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City  and  other 
routes,  thus  opening  up  and  carrying  on  a  very  im¬ 
portant  enterprise.  Politically,  Gov.  Briggs  was  a 
Democrat,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  identified  him¬ 
self  with  that  party.  In  1842  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives 
from  Jackson  County,  and  subsequently  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  same  county.  He  had  taken  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  public  affairs,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  State  Government  in  1 846,  he  became  a  prom¬ 
inent  candidate  for  Governor,  and  though  his  com¬ 
petitors  in  his  own  party  were  distinguished  and 
well-known  citizens,  Mr.  Briggs  received  the  nom¬ 
ination.  The  convention  was  held  in  Iowa  City, 
on  Thursday,  Sept.  24,  1846,  and  assembled  to 
nominate  State  officers  and  two  Congressmen.  It 
was  called  to  order  by  F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  William  Thompson,  of  Hemy  County, 
presided,  and  J.  T.  Fales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secre¬ 
tary.  The  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty-two;  Jesse  Williams,  thirty- 
two,  and  William  Thompson,  thirty-one.  The  two 
latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs  was  then  chosen  by  ac¬ 
clamation.  Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  of  Van  Buren  Coun¬ 
ty,  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State;  Joseph 
T.  Fales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan  Reno, 
of  Johnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C.  Hastings  and 
Sheperd  Leffler  were  nominated  for  Congress.  The 
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election  was  held  Oet.  28.  1846,  the  entire  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7,626  votes  and  his  competitor,  Thomas  McKnight, 
the  Whig  candidate,  7,379,  giving  Briggs  a  major¬ 
ity  of  247. 

The  principal  question  between  the  two  leading- 
parties,  the  Democratic  and  the  Whig,  at  this  period, 
was  that  of  the  banking  system.  It  is  related  that 
ti  short  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  nominated  Mr.  Briggs,  that  in  offering 
i  toast  at  a  banquet,  he  struck  the  key-note  which 
made  him  the  popular  man  of  the  hour.  lie  said, 
“No  banks  but  earth  and  they  well  tilled.”  This 
was  at  once  caught  up  by  his  party  and  it  did  more 
to  secure  him  the  nomination  than  anything  else. 
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Ilis  administration  was  one  void  of  any  special  in¬ 
terest.  He  labored  in  harmonious  accord  with  his 
party,  yet  frequently  exhibited  an  independence  of 
principle,  characteristic  of  his  nature.  The  Mis¬ 
souri  boundary  question  which  caused  a  great  deal 
of  excited  controversj’’  at  this  period,  and  even  a 
determination  to  resort  to  arms,  was  handled  by 
him  with  great  ability. 
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On  his  election  as  Executive  of  the  State,  Gov. 


Briggs  sold  out  his  mail  contract,  but  after  the  ex- 
jp  piration  of  his  term  of  service  he  continued  his 
'[residence  in  Jackson  County.  In  1870  lie  removed 
to  Council  Bluffs.  He  had  visited  the  western 
part  of  the  State  before  the  day  of  railroads  in  that 
.^section,  making  the  trip  by  carriage.  On  the  occa- 
ju  sion  he  enrolled  himself  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
r  the  town  of  Florence  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river  and  six  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  which 
for  a  time  was  a  vigorous  rival  of  Omaha.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  mining  excitement,  in  1860,  he  made  a  trip 
to  Colorado,  and  three  years  later,  in  company 


1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa. 

As  above  stated,  Gov.  Briggs  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  his  companion  for  a  brief  time 
only.  Ilis  second  wife  bore  him  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  save  two,  and  of  these  lat¬ 
ter,  Ansel,  Jr.,  died  May  15,  1867,  aged  twenty- 
five  years.  John  S.  Briggs,  the  only  survivor  of 
the  family,  is  editor  of  the  Idaho  Herald ,  published 
at  Blackfoot,  Idaho  Territory.  Mrs.  Briggs  died 
Dec.  30,  1847,  while  her  husband  was  Governor  of 
the  State.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  a 
strict  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
woman  of  strong  domestic  tastes.  She  was  highly 
educated,  and  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
womanly  tact  and  grace  which  enabled  her  to  adorn 
the  high  position  her  husband  had  attained. 
She  dispensed  a  bounteous  hospitality,  though  her 
home  was  in  a  log  house,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
and  admired  by  all  who  met  her. 

Gov.  Briggs  went  in  and  out  among  his  people 
for  many  years  after  his  retirement  from  the  execu¬ 
tive  office,  and  even  after  his  return  from  the  Mon¬ 
tana  expedition.  He  was  admired  for  his  able 
services  rendered  so  unselfishly  during  the  pioneer 
period  of  the  now  great  and  populous  State.  His 
last  illness,  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  was  of  brief 
duration,  lasting  only  five  weeks,  indeed  only  three 
days  before  his  death  he  was  able  to  be  out.  His 
demise  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  John 
S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  half-past  three  of  the 
morning  of  May  5,  1881.  His  death  was  greatly 
mourned  all  over  the  State.  Upon  the  following 
day,  Gov.  Gear  issued  a  proclamation  reciting  his 
services  to  the  State,  ordering  half-hour  guns  to  be 
fired  and  the  national  flag  on  the  State  capitol  to 
be  put  at  half-mast  during  the  day  upon  which 
the  funeral  was  held,  which  was  the  following  Sun¬ 
day  succeeding  his  death. 
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TEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD,  sec¬ 
ond  Governor  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where, 
at  New  London,  he  was  born 
Oct.  1,  1812.  He  resided  in 
that  State  with  his  parents 
until  1828,  when  the  family 
came  West,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  Saint  Louis.  This  was  the 
home  of  young  Stephen  until  1830, 
when  lie  went  to  Galena,  III.,  where 
he  served  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  for  a  time. 
He  was  there  during  the  exciting 
period  of  the  Black  Hawk  troubles, 
and  was  an  officer  in  an  artillery 
company  which  had  been  organized  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Galena,  After  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk 
and  the  consequent  termination  of  Indian  troubles, 
he  entered  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  difficulties  which  he  got  into  about 
sectarianism  and  abolitionism,  he  left  the  college 
and  returned  to  Missouri.  He  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  of  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  a  prom¬ 
inent  lawyer  of  Galena,  and  began  the  study  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  afterward  became  quite  pro¬ 


ficient.  In  1836  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  at 
the  time  embraced  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  the 
same  year  located  at  Dubuque,  being  the  first  law¬ 
yer  who  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  territory  but  thinly 
populated,  but  one  which  was  rapidly  settling  up, 
the  services  of  an  able  attorney  would  be  in  de¬ 
mand  in  order  to  draft  the  laws.  Upon  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Iowa  in 
1838,  he  was,  with  Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  elected  to 
represent  the  northern  portion  of  the  Territory  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  which  assembled  in  Bur¬ 
lington  that  year.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  Judiciary,  and  at  the  second  session  of  that 
body  was  elected  its  President.  He  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  1845,  over 
which  he  also  presided.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  delegates  of  Dubuque  County,  for  the 
first  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
State.  In  1848,  in  company  with  Judge  Cnarles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  Commissioner  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  State,  which  revision,  with  a  few  amend¬ 
ments,  was  adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1851. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hempstead  was  elected  Governor  of 
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the  State,  and  served  with  ability  for  four  years, 
that  being  the  full  term  under  the  Constitution  at 
the  time,  lie  received  13,486  votes  against  11,- 
403  east  for  his  opponent,  James  L.  Thompson. 
After  the  vote  had  been  canvassed  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inform  the  Governor-elect  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that  he 
might  receive  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  Gov.  Hempstead,  accompanied  by  the  retir¬ 
ing  Executive,  Gov.  Briggs,  the  Judges  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  the  officers  of  State,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  House  where  the  Governor-elect  deliv¬ 
ered  his  inaugural  message,  after  which  the  oath 
was  administered  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  This  was  an  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  being  at  a  time  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  were  assuming  definite  shape,  and  indeed 
it  was  what  might  be  termed  the  formative  period. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  passed  many  import¬ 
ant  acts  which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and 
during  his  term  there  were  fifty-two  new  counties 
formed.  Gov.  Hempstead  in  his  message  to  the 
Fourth  General  Assembly  in  December,  1852, 
stated  that  among  other  things,  the  population  of 
the  State  according  to  the  Federal  census  was  11)2,- 
214,  and  that  the  State  census  showed  an  increase 
for  one  year  of  37,786.  He  also  stated  that  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  State  for  the  coming  two  years 
would  be  sufficient,  to  cancel  all  that  part  of  funded 
debt  which  was  payable  at  its  option. 

Among  the  numerous  counties  organized  was  one 
named  Buncombe,  which  received  its  name  in  the 
following  way :  The  Legislature  was  composed  of  a 
large  majority  favoring  stringent  corporation  laws 
and  the  liability  of  individual  stockholders  for  cor- 
parate  debts.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
agitation  of  railroad  enterprises  then  being  inaugu¬ 
rated,  brought  a  large  number  of  prominent  men 
to  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  they  organized  a  “lobby  Legislature”  and 
elected  as  Governor,  Yerplank  Van  Antwerp,  who 
delivered  to  the  self-constituted  body  a  lengthy 
message  in  which  lie  sharply  criticized  the  regular 
General  Assembly.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  were  in  the  habit  of  making  long  and  useful 
speeches  much  to  the  hindrance  of  business.  To 
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these  he  especially  referred,  charging  them  with 
speaking  for  “Buncombe,”  and  recommended  that 
as  a  lasting  memorial  a  county  should  be  called  by 
that  name.  This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  on 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  county  of  Buncombe 
was  created  with  few  dissenting  voices.  However, 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1862,  changed  the  name 
to  Lyon,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon  who  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  season  of  1851  was  one  of  great  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  much  suffering 
was  the  result  of  the  bad  season  of  that  year.  By 
the  year  1854,  the  State  had  fully  recovered  from 
the  depression  thus  produced,  and  that  year  as  well 
as  the  following,  the  emigration  from  the  East  was 
unprecedented.  The  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined 
day  after  day  with  a  continuous  caravan  of  emi¬ 
grants  pushing  on  toward  Iowa.  During  a  single 
month  1743  wagons  bound  for  Iowa  passed  through 
Peoria.  So  remarkable  had  been  the  influx  of  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  State,  that  in  an  issue  of  4he  Burling¬ 
ton  Teleyraph  appeared  the  following  statement: 
“  Twenty  thousand  emigrants  have  passed  through 
the  city  within  the  last  thirty  days,  and  they  arc 
still  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  the  rate  of  600  a  day.” 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1854,  Gov. 
Hempstead  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Dubuque. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Dubuque 
County,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  serve  the  people 
that  for  twelve  years  he  was  chosen  to  fill  that  posi¬ 
tion.  Under  his  administration  the  principal 
county  building,  including  the  jail,  poorhouse,  as 
well  as  some  valuable  bridges,  were  erected. 
Owing  to  ill-health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
public  life,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quietude  and  repose  at  Dubuque.  There  he  lived 
until  Feb.  16,  1883,  when,  at  his  home,  the  light  of 
his  long  and  eventful  life  went  out.  The  record 
he  has  made,  which  was  an  honorable  and  distin¬ 
guished  one,  was  closed,  and  Iowa  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  her  most  distinguished 
pioneer  citizens,  lie  had  been  an  unusually  useful 
man  of  the  State  and  his  services,  which  were  able 
and  wise,  were  rendered  in  that  unselfish  spirit 
which  distinguished  so  many  of  the  early  residents 
of  this  now  prosperous  State. 


r‘.rJjr?r1rJ  jg 


K32EH3 _ _  , 

ncumiji  jjxj.ii*  i  *  h  i  n  xrxu  |  jjlIxa 


1 


Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Grimes,  were 
ii  also  natives  of  the  same  town, 
i  '®  The  former  was  born  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1772,  and  the  mother 
March  19, 1773.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
James  was  the  youngest  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.  He  attended  the 


^district  schools,  and  in  early  childhood  evinced  an 


S  unusual  taste  for  learning.  Besides  attending  the 


: district  schools,  the  village  pastor  instructed  him 
Sin  Greek  and  Latin.  After  completing  his  prepar¬ 
ations  for  college,  which  he  did  at  Hampton  Acad- 
1 


emy,  he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  in  August, 
1832,  which  was  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age. 
fjjHe  was  a  hard  student,  advanced  rapidly,  and  in 
&  : February,  1835,  bid  adieu  to  the  college  halls,  and 
jjwith  James  Walker,  of  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  he  be- 
:gan  the  study  of  his  chosen  profession. 


Feeling  that  his  native  State  afforded  too  limited 
advantages,  and,  in  fact,  being  of  a  rather  advent¬ 
urous  disposition,  as  well  as  ambitious,  he  desired 
broader  fields  in  which  to  carve  for  himself  a  fort¬ 
une.  He  accordingly  left  the  home  that  had 
sheltered  him  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  turn¬ 
ing  his  face  Westward  proceeded  until  he  had 
crossed  the  great  Father  of  Waters.  It  was  in 
183(5,  and  young  Grimes  was  indeed  young  to  thus 
take  upon  himself  such  responsibilities;  but  pos¬ 
sessing  business  tact,  determination  and  tenacity, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  professional  training,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  open  an  office  in  the  then  new  town  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Here  he  hung  out  his  shingle, 
and  ere  long  had  established  a  reputation  which 
extended  far  beyond  the  confines  of  the  little  city. 

In  April,  1837,  he  was  appointed  City  Solicitor, 
and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  he 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  first  police  laws  of  that 
town.  In  1838  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  became  a  law  partner  of  William  W. 
Chapman,  United  States  District  Attorney  for 
A  isconsin  Territory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1841  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Starr, 
Esq.,  which  continued  twelve  years.  This  firm 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa. 
Mr.  Grimes  was  widely  known  as  a  counselor  with 
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JAMES  W.  GRIMES. 


superior  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with  a  clear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice.  He  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  Des  Moines  County  in  the 
first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
which  convened  at  Burlington,  Nov.  12,  1838;  in 
the  sixth,  at  Iowa  City,  Dec.  4,  1843;  and  in  the 
fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  Iowa  City, 
Dec.  6,  1852.  He  early  took  front  rank  among  the 
public  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory,  and  all  laws  for  the  new  Territory  passed 
through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Grimes  had  become  prominently  identified 
with  the  Whig  party,  and  being  distinguished  as  an 
able  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  fair-minded,  conscientious 
man,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Governor 
before  the  convention  which  met  in  February,  1854. 
It  was  the  largest  convention  of  that  party  ever 
held  in  Iowa  and  the  last.  He  was  chosen  as  a  nom¬ 
inee  for  Governor,  was  duly  elected,  and  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office.  Shortly 
after  his  election  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  go 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  but  he  gave  his  ad¬ 
mirers  to  understand  that  he  was  determined  to  fill 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
This  he  did,  serving  the  full  term  to  the  entire  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  all  parties.  He  was  a  faithful  party 
leader,  and  so  able  were  his  services  that,  while  at 
the  time  of  his  election  as  Governor  Democracy 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State  and  its  representatives 
in  Congress  were  allied  to  the  slave  power,  he 
turned  the  State  over  to  the  Republican  party. 

His  term  of  office  expired  Jan.  14,  1858,  when 
he  retired  from  the  Executive  Chair,  only,  how¬ 
ever,  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
States  Senator.  Upon  the  4th  of  March  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  was 
placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  upon 
which  he  remained  during  his  Senatorial  career, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  that  important  committee 
from  December,  18G4.  Jan.  16,  1864,  Mr.  Grimes 
was  again  chosen  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  receiving  all  but  six  of  the 
votes  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention. 

His  counsel  was  often  sought  in  matters  of  great 
moment,  and  in  cases  of  peculiar  difficulty.  Al¬ 


ways  ready  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  worth  $6,000  to  the  Congre¬ 
gational  College,  at  Grinnell.  It  constitutes  the 
“  Grimes  foundation,”  and  “  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  Iowa  College, 
forever,  of  four  scholarships,  to  be  awarded  by  the 
Trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  to 
the  best  scholars,  and  the  most  promising,  in  any 
department,  who  may  need  and  seek  such  aid,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opin¬ 
ions  entertained  by  any  person  seeking  either  of 
said  scholarships.”  These  terms  were  imposed  by 
Mr.  Grimes,  and  assumed  July  20,  1865,  by  the 
Trustees.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  1865  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also 
from  Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding  a 
public  library  in  Burlington,  donating  $5,000,  which 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  costly  books,  and 
subsequently  sent  from  Europe  256  volumes  in  the 
German  language,  and  also  contributed  600  vol¬ 
umes  of  public  documents. 

In  January,  1869,  he  made  a  donation  of  $5,000 
to  Dartmouth  College,  and  $1,000  to  the  “Social 
Friend,”  a  literary  society  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  when  in  college. 

His  health  failing,  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for  Europe, 
April  14,  1869,  remaining  abroad  two  years, 
reaching  home  Sept.  22,  1871,  apparently  in  im¬ 
proved  health  and  spirits.  In  November  he  cele¬ 
brated  his  silver  wedding,  and  spent  the  closing- 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted  at 
the  city  election,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  and  died  after  a  few  short  hours  of  intense 
suffering. 

Senator  Grimes  was  united  in  marriage  at  Bur¬ 
lington,  la.,  Nov.  9,  1846,  with  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Neally.  Mr.  Grimes  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks 
among  the  men  of  his  time,  not  only  in  the  State 
but  of  the  nation.  The  young  attorney  who  left 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  fertile 
prairies  of  the  West,  distinguished  himself  both  as 
an  attorney  and  a  statesman.  His  personal  history 
is  so  inseparably  interwoven  in  that  of  the  history 
of  the  State  that  a  sketch  of  his  life  is  indeed  but  a 
record  of  the  history  of  his  adopted  State  during  : 
the  years  of  his  manhood  and  vigor. 
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ALPII  P.  LOWE,  the  fourth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
the  year  1808,  and  like  many 
others  of  the  distinguished 
men  of  Iowa,  came  within  her 
borders  in  early  pioneer 
times.  lie  was  a  young  man 
but  a  little  over  thirty  3Tears 
of  age  when  lie  crossed  the  great 
Father  of  Waters,  settling  upon  its 
western  bank  at  the  then  small  vill¬ 
age  of  Muscatine.  lie  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  growing  city,  and  ere  long 
became  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognized  ability  in 
questions  of  public  policy.  He  was  shortly  after¬ 
ward  chosen  as  a  representative  from  Muscatine 
County  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844, 
which  framed  the  Constitution  which  was  rejected 
by  the  people. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  Mr.  Lowe 
took  no  further  part  in  public  matters  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  removed  to  Lee  County  about 
1849  or  ’50,  where  he  became  District  Judge  as  a 
successor  to  George  II.  Williams,  who  was  after¬ 
ward  famous  as  President  Grant’s  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral.  He  was  District  Judge  five  3'ears,  from  1852 
to  1 857,  being  succeeded  l>3r  Judge  Claggett.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re¬ 
publicans  for  Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville 
for  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Democracy  put  in 


the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for  Governor  and 
George  Gillaspy  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  There 
was  a  third  ticket  in  the  field,  supported  by  the 
American  or  “  Know-Nothing  ”  party,  and  bearing 
the  names  of  T.  F.  Hemy  and  P3aston  Morris. 
The  election  was  held  in  October,  1857,  and  gave 
Mr.  Lowe  38,498  votes,  against  3G,088  for  Mr. 
Samuels,  and  1,00G  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Hitherto  the  term  of  office  had  been  four  3rears, 
but  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  this  was 
now  reduced  to  two.  Gov.  Lowe  was  inaug 
urated  Jan.  14,  1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first 


message  to  the  Legislature. 


Among  the  measures 


passed  ly  this  Legislature  were  bills  to  incorporate 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa;  to  provide  for  an  agricult¬ 
ural  college;  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking; 
disposing  of  the  land  grant  made  b3r  Congress  to 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad ;  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  to  provide  for  taking  a  State  census. 

No  events  of  importance  occurred  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Lowe,  but  it  was  not  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  The  Governor 
said  in  his  biennial  message  of  Jan.  10,  1860, 
reviewing  the  preceeding  two  3rears:  “The  period 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  biennial  session  has 
been  one  of  great  disturbing  causes,  and  of  anxious 
solicitude  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
first  year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heav37  and 
continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the  measure  of 
our  field  crops  below  one-half  of  the  usual  product, 
whilst  the  financial  revulsion  which  commenced 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  did 
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not  reach  its  climax  for  evil  in  our  borders  until 
the  year  just  past.” 

He  referred  at  length  to  the  claim  of  the  State 
against  the  Federal  Government,  and  said  that  he 
had  appealed  in  vain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte¬ 
rior  for  the  payment  of  the  5  per  cent  upon  the 
military  land  warrants  that  the  State  is  justly  en¬ 
titled  to,  which  then  approximated  to  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  payment  of  this  fund,  he  said,  “  is 
not  a  mere  favor  which  is  asked  of  the  General 
Government,  but  a  subsisting  right  which  could  be 
enforced  in  a  court  of  justice,  were  there  a  tribunal 
of  this  kind  clothed  with  the  requisite  jurisdiction.” 

The  subject  of  the  Des  Moines  River  grant  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Governor  special  attention,  and  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the  State  author¬ 
ities  in  reference  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  State  was  entitled,  and  other  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  He  also 
remarked  “  that  under  the  act  authorizing  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  to  raise  a  company  of  mounted  men  for  de¬ 
fense  and  protection  of  our  frontier,  approved 
Feb.  9,  1858,  a  company  of  thirty  such  men,  known 
”  as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and  equipped  as  re- 
}{j  quired,  were  organized  and  mustered  into  service 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  B.  Martin,  of 
Webster  City,  about  the  1st  of  March  then  follow¬ 
ing,  and  were  divided  into  two  companies,  one 
stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River,  the  other  at 
Spirit  Lake.  Their  presence  afforded  security  and 
gave  quiet  to  the  settlements  in  that  region,  and 
after  a  service  of  four  months  they  were  disbanded. 
“Late  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  however,  great 


alarm  and  consternation  was  again  felt  in  the 
region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux  River  settlements, 
produced  by  the  appearance  of  large  numbers  of 
Indians  on  the  border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent 
and  menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with  clan¬ 
destinely  running  off  the  stock  of  the  settlers. 
The  most  urgent  appeals  came  from  these  settlers, 
invoking  again  the  protection  of  the  State.  From 
representations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  the  losses  already  sustained,  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  summoned  into  the  field  once  more  the 
frontier  guards.  After  a  service  of  four  or  five 
months  they  were  again  discharged,  and  paid  in  ttie 
manner  prescribed  in  the  act  under  which  they  were 
called  out.” 

Gov.  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the  renomination 
by  Hon.  S.  J.  Kirkwood,  who  was  considered 
much  the  stronger  man.  To  compensate  him  for 
his  defeat  for  the  second  term,  Gov.  Lowe 
was  appointed  one  of  the  three  Judges  under  the 
new  Constitution.  He  drew  the  short  term,  which 
expired  in  1861,  but  was  returned  and  served,  all 
told,  eight  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  busi¬ 
ness  at  Washington,  to  which  city  he  removed 
about  1874.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  22,  1883.  He  had  a  large  family.  Carleton, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  an  officer  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry  during  the  war. 

Gov.  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detail,  accurate  and 
industrious.  In  private  and  public  life  he  was 
pure,  upright  and  honest.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  inclined  to  be  a  Spiritualist. 
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I  IIE  fifth  Governor  of  Iowa 
%  was  Samuel  .T.  Kirkwood. 
W  He  was  born  in  Hartford 
jj  County,  Md.,  on  his  father’s 
>  farm,  Dec.  20,  1813.  His 
father  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a  lady  named  Conlson, 
who  became  the  mother  of  two 
After  the  death  of  this 
I  fl)\  companion,  the  elder  Kirkwood 
[|  yj  \  was  united  in  marriage  with 
V(  f  Mary  Alexander,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  all  of  whom  were 
sons.  Of  this  little  family  Samuel 
I  was  the  youngest,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  was  sent  to  Washington  City  to  at¬ 
tend  a  school  taught  by  John  McLeod,  a  relative  of 
the  family.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  giv¬ 
ing  diligent  attention  to  his  studies,  at  the  close  of 
which  time  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington 
as  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  months,  until  he  reached  his 
majority.  During  the  interval  referred  to,  young 
Kirkwood  was  living  the  life  of  a  pedagogue  in 
York  County,  Pa. 

In  the  year  1835,  Samuel  quit  Washington  and 
came  westward  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His 
father  and  brother  had  preceded  him  from  Mary¬ 
land,  locating  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  Bucke3'e 
State.  Here  Samuel  lent  them  valuable  assistance 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  and  in  the  year  1841,  an  oppor- 


tunity  was  afforded  him  to  enter  the  office  of 
Thomas  W.  Bartley,  afterward  Governor  of  Ohio. 
The  following  two  years  lie  gave  diligent  applica¬ 
tion  to  his  books,  and  in  1843,  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  He  was 
then  fortunate  enough  to  form  an  association  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his  former  pre¬ 
ceptor,  which  relations  continued  for  eight  years. 

From  1845  to  1849  he  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county.  In  1849  he  was  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  represent  his  county  and  district 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  1851  Mr. 
Bartley,  his  partner,  having  been  elected  to  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  State.  Kirkwood  formed 
a  partnership  with  Barnabas  Barns,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  practice  until  the  spring  of  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  the  West. 

Up  to  1854  Mr.  Kirkwood  had  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and 
sustained  that  year  by  the  Democracy  in  Congress, 
concentrated  in  what  was  known  as  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act,  drove  him  with  hosts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  besought  by 
the  opposition  in  the  “  Richland  District  ”  to  be¬ 
come  their  candidate  for  Congress,  but  declined. 
In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel  Clark,  in  the  mill¬ 
ing  business,  and  kept  aloof  from  public  affairs. 
He  could  not  long  conceal  his  record  and  abilities 
from  his  neighbors,  however,  and  in  1856  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  corn- 
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SAMUKL  J.  KIRKWOOD. 


posed  of  tin*  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  in  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  held  at 
Iowa  City  and  the  first  one  held  at  Des  Moines. 

In  1859  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard- 
hearer  of  the  Republicans  of  Iowa,  and  though  he 
had  as  able  and  popular  a  competitor  as  Gen.  A. 
C.  Dodge,  he  was  elected  (lovcrnor  of  Iowa  by  a 
majority  of  over  3,000.  Me  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
11,  1860.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
came  the  great  Civil  War.  As  Governor,  during 
the  darkest  days  of  the  Rebellion,  lie  performed  an 
exceedingly  important  duty.  He  secured  a  prompt 
response  by  volunteers  to  all  requisitions  by  the 
Federal  Government  on  the  State  for  troops,  so 
that  during  his  Governorship  no  “draft”  took 
place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except  the  first, 
enlisted  for  less  than  three  years.  At  the  same 
time  lie  maintained  the  State’s  financial  credit. 
The  Legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  1861, 
authorized  the  sale  of  $800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist 
in  arming  and  equipping  troops.  So  frugally  was 
this  work  done,  that  but  $300,000  of  the  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $500,000  not  having 
been  required,  the  bonds  representing  this  amount 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  Legis¬ 
lature. 

In  October,  1861,  Gov.  Kirkwood  was,  with  com¬ 
paratively  little  opposition,  re-elected — an  honor 
accorded  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  His  majority  was  about  18,000.  During 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Lincoln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmark,  but  he  declined 
to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  duties  until  the  expir¬ 
ation  of  his  term  as  Governor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  until  that  time,  but,  when  it 
came,  pressing  private  business  compelled  a  declin¬ 
ation  of  the  office  altogether. 

In  January,  1866,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate 
before  the  Legislature  for  I’nited  States  Senator. 
Senator  Harlan  had  resigned  the  Senatorship  upon 


his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before  his 
death,  but  had  withdrawn  from  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  In  this  way  it  happened  that  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  had  two  terms  of  United  States  Senator  to  fill, 
a  short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan’s  unexpired 
term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years  to  immediately 
succeed  this;  and  Harlan  had  now  become  a  candi¬ 
date  for  his  own  successorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was  elected 
for  the  first  and  Harlan  for  the  second  term.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  brief  Senatorial  service,  Kirkwood  did  not 
hesitate  to  measure  swords  with  Senator  Sumner, 
whose  natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  him  an  ar¬ 
rogant  and  dictatorial  manner,  borne  with  humbly 
until  then  by  his  colleagues,  in  deference  to  his 
long  experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  unpalata¬ 
ble  to  an  independent  Western  Senator  like  Kirk¬ 
wood. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  March  4, 
1867,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  a  few 
years  later  he  relinquished  to  accept  the  Presidency 
of  the  Iowa  City  Savings  Bank.  In  1875  he  was 
again  elected  Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
13,  1876.  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  1877  he  was  chosen  United  States  Senator. 
He  filled  this  position  four  years,  resigning  to  be¬ 
come  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  President  Gar¬ 
field’s  Cabinet.  In  this  office  he  was  succeeded, 
April  17,  1882,  by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

Gov.  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa  City,  his  home, 
where  he  still  resides,  being  now  advanced  in  years. 
He  was  married  in  1843,  to  Miss  Jane  Clark,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  nominated  for  Con¬ 
gress  by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  Consider¬ 
able  interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest,  as  both 
the  Labor  and  Democratic  parties  had  popular  can¬ 
didates  in  the  field. 
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GOVERNORS  OF  IOWA. 


ILLIAM  M.  STONE,  the 
sixth  Governor  of  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1827.  1 1  is 

parents,  Truman  and  La- 
vina  (North)  Stone,  who 
were  of  English  ancestry, 
b  moved  to  Lewis  County,  X. 
Y.,  when  William  was  but  a 
year  old.  William’s  grandfather,  Aaron 
Stone,  was  in  the  second  war  with  En¬ 
gland.  When  our  subject  was  six  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  into  Ohio,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Coshocton  County.  Like  many 
other  self-made  men.  William  M.  had  few 
advantages.  He  never  attended  a  school 
of  any  kind  more  than  twelve  months. 
In  boyhood  he  was  for  two  seasons  a  team-driver 
on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seventeen  he  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  the  chairmaker’s  trade,  and  he  followed 
that  business  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  reading  law  meantime  during  his  spare  hours, 
wherever  he  happened  to  lie.  lie  commenced  at 
Coshocton,  with  James  Mathews,  who  afterward 
became  his  father-in-law;  continued  his  reading 
with  Gen.  Lucius  V.  Pierce,  of  Akron,  and  finished 
with  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ravenna.  Tie  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Rufus  1’.  Rauney,  Supreme  Judges,  holding  a 
term  of  court  at  Ravenna. 


-v*- 


After  practicing  three  years  at  Coshocton  with 
his  old  preceptor.  James  Mathews,  he,  in  November 
1854,  settled  in  Knoxville,  which  has  remained  his  { 
home  since.  The  year  after  locating  here  Mr 
Stone  purchased  the  Knoxville  Journal,  and  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  forming  the  Republicai 
party  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to  suggest  : 

State  Convention,  which  met  Feb.  22,  1856,  and 
completed  the  organization.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  lie  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Re 
publican  ticket. 

In  April.  1857.  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen  Judge  o 
the 
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Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District  when  the  new,  J 
Constitution  went  into  operation  in  1858,  and  wasp^Ak 
serving  on  the  bench  when  the  American  flag  wa:r^ - 
stricken  elown  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  that  time 
April,  1861,  he  was  holding  court  in  Fairfield 
Jefferson  County,  and  when  the  news  came  of  the 
insult  to  the  old  flag  he  immediately  adjourne 
court  and  prepared  for  what  he  believed  to  be  me 
important  duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private;  was  made  Cap¬ 
tain  of  Co.  B,  Third  Iowa  Inf.,  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  promotcel  to  Major.  With  that  regiment  F 
he  was  at  the  battle  of  Bine  Mill,  Mo.,  in  Septem-  n 
her,  1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At  Shiloh,  the 
following  spring,  he  commanded  the  regiment  and  ^ 
was  taken  prisoner.  By  order  of  Jefferson  Davis- 
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WILLIAM  M.  STONE. 


lie  was  paroled  for  the  time  of  forty  days,  with 
orders  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  if  possible 

ex¬ 


change  of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a  prisoner  if 
he  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to  secure  that  result 
within  the  period  specified,  he  returned  to  Rich¬ 
mond  and  had  his  parole  extended  fifteen  days;  re¬ 
pairing  again  to  Washington,  he  effected  his  pur¬ 
pose  and  was  exchanged. 

In  August,  1802,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Kirkwood  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  Iowa 
Infantry,  which  rendezvoused  and  organized  at 
'Camp  Pope,  Iowa  City,  the  same  month.  The 
regiment  was  occupied  for  several  months  in  guard¬ 
ing  supply  stores  and  the  railroad,  and  escorting 
supply  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast  Mis- 
jj  souri  until  Jan.  27.  1803,  when  it  received  orders 
to  join  the  army  under  Gen.  Davidson,  at  West 
Plains,  Mo.  After  a  march  of  five  days  it  reached 


m  its  destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments,  Col.  Stone 
commanding,  and  was  designated  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Army  of  Southeast  Missouri.  April 
1  found  Col.  Stone  at  Milliken’s  Bend,  La.,  to  assist 
Grant  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  lie  was  now 


n  immediate  command  of  his  regiment,  which 
formed  a  part  of  a  brigade  under  Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 
>f  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin.  In  the  advance  upon 
Port  Gibson  Col.  Harris  was  taken  sick,  and  Col. 
;one  was  again  in  charge  of  a  brigade.  In  the 
m  battle  of  Port  Gibson  the  Colonel  and  his  com¬ 
mand  distinguished  themselves,  and  Avere  successful. 


The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve  at  Champion  Mills, 
and  in  active  skirmish  at  Black  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Col.  Stone  received 
Gen.  Grant’s  order  for  a  general  assault  on  the 
enemy’s  lines  at  10  A.  M.  on  the  22d.  In  this 
charge,  which  was  unsuccessful,  Col.  Stone  was 
again  wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  the  left 
forearm.  Col.  Stone  commanded  a  brigade  until 
the  last  of  August,  when,  being  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
Department,  he  resigned.  He  had  become  very 
popular  \\rith  the  people  of  Iowa. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  convention, 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  18G3,  and  was  elected 
by  a  very  large  majority.  He  was  breveted  Brig¬ 
adier-General  in  18G4,  during  his  first  year  as  Gov¬ 
ernor.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  14,  18G4,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1865,  his  four  years  in  office  closing 
Jan.  1G,  1868.  His  majority  in  18G3  was  nearly 
30,000,  and  in  1865  about  16,500.  1 1  is  diminished 

vote  in  1865  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very 
strongly  committed  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Gov.  Stone  made  a  very  energetic  and  efficient 
Executive.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  gubernatorial 
term  he  has  sought  to  escape  the  public  notice,  and 
has  given  his  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 
He  is  in  partnership  with  Hon.  0.  B.  Ayres,  of 
Knoxville,  ip  legal  practice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1877, 
and  served  one  term. 

In  May,  1 857,  he  married  Miss  Carloaet  Mathews, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  then  residing  in  Knoxville.  They 
have  one  son — William  A. 
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AMUEL  MERRILL,  Governor 
from  1868  to  1872,  was  born 
in  Oxford  County,  Maine, 
Aug.  7,  1822.  lie  is  a  de¬ 
scendant  on  his  mother’s  side 
of  Peter  Hill,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Maine 
in  1G53.  From  this  ancestry  have 
sprung  most  of  the  Hills  in  Ameri- 
ca.  h*8  fiber's  side  l'e  ^  :l  de- 
cendant  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  who 
came  from  England  in  1636, and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel 
Bad  a  son,  Daniel,  who  in  turn  had 
a  son  named  John,  and  he  in  turn 
begat  a  son  called  Thomas.  The 
latter  was  born  Dee.  18,  1708.  On  the  4th  of  Aug¬ 
ust,  1728,  was  born  to  him  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
married  and  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  one  of 
whom,  Abel,  was  taken  by  his  father  to  Boston  in 
1750.  Abel  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Page,  who 
had  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Abel,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  married  Abigail  Hill 
June  25,  1809,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  Samuel  being  the  youngest  but  one.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  Samuel  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Buxton,  Maine,  the  native  place  of  his  mother, 
where  his  time  was  employed  in  turns  in  teaching 
and  attending  school  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Having  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession, 
and  feeling  that  the  South  offered  better  opportu¬ 
nities,  he  immediately  set  out  for  that  section.  He 
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remained,  however,  but  a  short  time,  as  he  says  “lie 
was  born  too  far  North.”  Suspicion  having  been 
raised  as  to  his  abolition  principles  and  finding  the 
element  not  altogether  congenial,  he  soon  abandoned 
the  sunny  South  and  went  to  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  the  next  several  years  were  spent  in  farming. 
In  1847  he  moved  to  Tamworth,  N.  II.,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  company  with 
a  brother,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  North¬ 
ern  New  England  he  determined  to  try  his  good 
fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  fertile  West. 

It  was  in  the  year  1856  that  Mr.  Merrill  turned 
his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  finding  a  desirable 
location  near  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
a  branch  house  of  the  old  firm.  The  population  in¬ 
creased,  as  also  did  their  trade,  and  their  house  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  establish¬ 
ments  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  During  all  these 
years  of  business  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  part  in 
politics.  In  1854  he  was  chosen  on  the  abolition 
ticket  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
following  year  he  was  again  returned  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature.  and  doubtless  had  he  remained  in  that  State 
would  have  risen  still  higher.  In  coming  to  Iowa 
his  experience  and  ability  were  demanded  l>3r  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  here  called  into  public  serv¬ 
ice.  He  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  though 
assembled  with  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  important  services 
demanded  of  that  body.  The  Legislature  was  con¬ 
vened  in  an  extra  session  of  1861,  to  provide  for 
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the  exigencies  of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  its  deliber¬ 
ations  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  aetive  part. 

In  the  summer  of  1862,  Mr.  Merrill  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Colonel  of  the  21st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  im¬ 
mediately  went  to  the  front.  At  the  time  Marma- 
dnke  was  menacing  the  Union  forces  in  Missouri, 
which  called  for  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Union  Generals,  Col.  Merrill  was  placed  in  com- 
|  ,mand.  with  detachments  of  the  21st  Iowa  and  99th 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  3d  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
U  ^oieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  make  a  forced 
inarch  to  Springfield,  lie  being  at  the  time  eighty 
miles  distant.  On  the  morning  of  .lan.  11.  1803, 
he  came  across  a  body  of  Confederates  who  were 
[pifjihidvaneing  in  heavy  force.  Immediate  preparations 
jj  for  battle  were  made  by  Col.  Merrill,  and  after  brisk- 
ly  firing  for  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  back.  Merrill 
!  then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Hartville.  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force  under  Marmadnke,  being 
-L  about  eight  thousand  strong,  while  Merrill  had  but 
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\  hot  struggle  ensued 
in  which  the  Twenty -first  distinguished  itself.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  several  officers  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Union  loss 
but  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  wounded.  The 
following  winter  the  regiment  performed  active 
service,  taking  part  in  the  campaign  of  Vicksburg. 
It  fought  under  McClernand  at  Port  Gibson,  and 
while  making  the  famous  charge  of  Black  River 
Bridge.  Col.  Merrill  was  severely  wounded  through 
j-  the  hip.  He  was  laid  up  from  the  17th  of  May  to 
January,  when  he  again  joined  his  regiment  in 
Texas,  and  in  June,  1804,  on  account  of  suffering 
from  his  wound,  resigned  and  returned  to  Mc¬ 
Gregor.  In  1867  Mr.  Merrill  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor  of  the  State,  being  elected  upon  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket.  He  served  with  such  satisfaction,  that 
in  1869  he  was  re-nominated  and  accordingly 
Elected. 

I  Under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Merrill, 
Ihe  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
House  was  inaugurated.  The  Thirteenth  General 
-  Assembly  provided  for  the  building  at  a  cost  of 
,500,000,  and  made  an  appropriation  with  which 
o  begin  the  work  of  8150,000.  With  this  sum  the 
ivork  was  begun,  and  Nov.  23,  1871,  the  corner 
stone  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  citizens  from  all 
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parts  of  the  State.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor 
delivered  the  address.  It  was  an  historical  view  of 
the  incidents  culminating  in  the  labors  of  the  day. 
It  was  replete  with  historical  facts,  showed  patient 
research,  was  logical  and  argumentative,  and  at  times 
eloquent  with  the  fire  and  genius  of  American  pa¬ 
triotism.  It  is  a  paper  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
and  does  justice  to  the  head  and  heart  that  con¬ 
ceived  it. 

During  the  gubernatorial  career  of  Gov.  Mer¬ 
rill,  extending  through  two  terms,  from  Janu¬ 
ary,  1868,  to  January,  1872,  he  was  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and 
probably  no  incumbent  of  that  office  ever  devoted 
himself  more  earnestly  to  the  public  good,  stand¬ 
ing  by  the  side  of  Gov.  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin. 
The  two  were  instrumental  in  placing  the  slack- 
water  navigation  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Bakes  in  the  way  of  ultimate  and  certain  success. 
The  Governor  treated  this  subject  to  great  length 
and  with  marked  ability  in  his  message  to  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  General  Assembly,  and  so  earnest  was  he  in 
behalf  of  this  improvement,  that  he  again  discussed 
it  in  his  message  to  the  Fourteenth  General  Assem¬ 
bly.  In  the  instigation  of  the  work  the  Governors 
of  the  different  States  interested, called  conventions, 
and  through  the  deliberations  of  these  assemblies 
the  aid  of  the  General  Government  was  secured. 

Samuel  Merrill  was  first  married  to  Catherine 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1847,  fourteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  In  January,  1851,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine. 
She  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  young,  the  eldest  living  to  be  only  two 
and  a  half  years  old. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  public  service  he  re¬ 
turned  to  McGregor,  but  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing,  and  is 
President  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank. 

Thus  briefly  have  been  pointed  out  the  leading 
features  in  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa’s  most  promi¬ 
nent  citizens,  and  one  who  has  made  an  honorable 
record  both  in  public  positions  and  private  enter¬ 
prises.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  he 
resides  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  faithful  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  sons  of  New  England.  In  stat¬ 
ure  he  is  fully  six  feet  high  and  finely  proportioned. 
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YRUS  CLAY  CARPENTER. 

Governor  of  Iowa  from  1872 

to  1875,  inclusive,  was  horn 

in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 

Nov.  24,  1829.  lie  was  left 

an  orphan  at  an  early  age.  his 

mother  (tying  when  he  was  at 

the  age  of  ten  years,  and  his  father  two 

years  later.  He  was  left  in  destitute 

circumstances,  and  went  first  to  learn 

the  trade  of  a  clothier,  which,  however, 

he  abandoned  after  a  few  months,  and 

engaged  with  a  farmer,  giving  a  term 

in  the  winter,  however,  to  attendance 

upon  the  district  school.  When  eighteen 

he  began  teaching  school,  and  the  fol- 

r  ;  lowing  four  years  divided  his  time  between  teach- 
I  IjK 


ing  and  attending  the  academy  at  Hartford.  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  period  he  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  year  and  a 


1| 

u  s  half,  spending  the  summer  at  farm  work. 

i  s  In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Carpenter  came  further 
i  IS 

vs  westward,  visiting  many  points  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa,  arriving  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of 
vs  some  1,200  inhabitants.  This  place,  however,  not 

i  :2 

i§j  offering  a  favorable  location,  he  proceeded  on  his 
ijii  journey,  arriving  in  Fort  Dodge  June  28,  1854. 
l;  3  Owing  to  his  being  without  funds  he  was  compelled 
i; :  to  travel  on  foot,  in  which  way  the  journey  to  Fort 
I; :  Dodge  was  made,  with  his  entire  worldly  posses- 
y:  sions  in  a  carpet-sack  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
He  soon  found  employment  at  Fort  Dodge,  as  as¬ 
sistant  to  a  Government  surveyor.  This  work  be¬ 


ing  completed,  young  Carpenter  assisted  his  land- 
lord  in  cutting  hay,  but  soon  secured  another 
position  as  a  surveyor’s  assistant.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  following  January  he  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  school  at  Fort  Dodge,  but  in  the  spring  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  a  set  of  surveyors  in 
surveying  the  counties  of  Emmet  and  Kossuth. 

On  his  return  to  Fort  Dodge  he  found  the  land- 
office,  which  had  been  established  at  that  place, 
was  about  to  open  for  the  sale  of  land.  Being 
familiar  with  the  country  and  the  location  of  the 
best  land,  he  opened  a  private  land-office,  and 
found  constant  and  profitable  employment  for  the 
folio  ing  three  years,  in  platting  and  surveying 
lands  for  those  seeking  homes.  During  this  period 
lie  became  extensively  known,  and,  being  an  active 
Republican,  he  was  chosen  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  In  1801,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  volunteered 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commissary  of  Sub¬ 
sistence,  much  of  the  time  being  Chief  Commissaiy 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  10th  Army  Corps.  In  1804 
he  was  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  Chief  Com- 
missary  of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1805,  was  mustered  out. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  service  to  his  country  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Dodge,  but,  owing  to 
so  many  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  such 
an  influx  of  enterprising  men  into  the  cit}r,  he 
found  his  once  prosperous  business  in  the  hands  of 
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others.  lie  turned  his  attention  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  a  piece  of  land,  where  he  remained  until 
his  election,  in  the  autumn  of  18GG,  as  Register  of 
the  State  Land-Ollice.  lie  was  re-elected  in  1808, 
and  refused  the  nomination  in  1870.  This  position 
took  him  to  l)es  Moines,  but  in  1870  lie  returned 
to  Fort  Dodge.  During  the  summer  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party 
for  Governor,  lie  was  elected,  and  inaugurated  as 
Chief  Executive  of  Iowa  Jan.  11,  1872.  In  1873 
he  was  renominated  by  his  party,  and  October  14 
of  that  year  was  re-elected,  Ids  inauguration  taking 
place  Jan.  27,  1874.  Gov.  Carpenter  was  an  able, 
popular  and  faithful  Executive,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honest,  prominent  and  unselfish 
ollicials  the  State  ever  had.  Plain,  unassuming, 
modest,  he  won  his  public  position  more  through 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  than  by  any  personal 
effort  or  desire  of  his  own.  Everywhere,  at  all 
times  and  upon  all  occasions,  he  demonstrated  that 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  was  justified.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  great  question  of  monopolies 
and  transportation  evils,  which  during  his  adminis¬ 
tration  were  so  prominent,  doing  much  to  secure 
wise  legislation  in  these  respects. 

Gov.  Carpenter  has  been  regarded  as  a  public 
speaker  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  has 
upon  many  occasions  been  the  orator,  and  always 
appreciated  by  the  people. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  Governor 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  United  States  Treasury,  which  position  he 
resigned  after  a  service  of  fifteen  months.  I  his 

O 

step  was  an  evidence  of  his  unselfishness,  as  it  was 
taken  because  another  Bureau  officer  was  to  be  dis¬ 
missed,  as  it  was  held  that  Iowa  had  more  heads  of 
Bureaus  than  she  was  entitled  to,  and  his  resigning 
an  office  of  the  higher  grade  saved  the  position  to 
another.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
[:  I ! served  with  ability,  and  in  the  Twentieth  General 
;pSJ,0  Assembly  of  Iowa  he  represented  Webster  County. 

Gov.  Carpenter  was  married,  in  March,  1804,  to 
Miss  Susan  Burkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  No  ehil- 
dren  have  been  born  to  them,  but  they  have  reared 
a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter’s. 

During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  the  principles  of  Reform  and  the  best 
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interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  by  adoption 
or  by  birth-right,  are  entitled  to  a  home  upon  our 
soil  and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  under  the  great 
charter  of  “  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Hap¬ 
piness.”  In  an  address  in  1852  he  took  advanced 
views  upon  the  leading  subjects  of  public  interest. 
He  had  already  laid  the  foundation  for  that  love  of 
freedom  which  afterwards  found  an  ample  field  of 
labor  with  the  Republican  party.  There  was  noth¬ 
ing  chimerical  in  his  views.  He  looked  at  every 
strata  of  human  society,  and,  from  the  wants  of  the 
masses,  wisely  devined  duty  and  prophesied  destiny. 
He  would  have  the  people  of  a  free  Republic  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  spirit  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
Instead  of  cultivating  a  taste  for  a  species  of  liter¬ 
ature  tending  directly  to  degrade  the  mind  and 
deprave  the  heart,  thereby  leading  back  to  a  state 
of  superstition  and  consequent  barbarism,  he  would 
cultivate  principles  of  temperance,  industry  and 
economy  in  every  youthful  mind,  as  the  indispens¬ 
able  ingredients  of  good  citizens,  or  subjects  upon 
whose  banner  will  be  inscribed  Liberty,  Equality, 
Fraternity. 

Thus  early  in  life  Mr.  Carpenter  saw  the  destined 
tendency  of  our  American  institutions,  and  the  ad¬ 
vancing  civilization  of  the  age.  Fie  saw  it  in  the 
peace  congress,  whose  deliberations  have  made  the 
Rhine  thrice  immortal.  Fie  saw  it  in  the  prospect¬ 
ive  railway,  which  he  believed  would  one  day 
unite  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of  the 
Pacific — a  fact  realized  by  the  construction  of  the 
great  continental  railway. 

It  was  thus  early  that  he  began  to  study  the 
wants  of  the  world,  and  with  what  clearness  and 
directness  may  be  seen  by  the  correctness  of  his 
vision  and  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  consid¬ 
ered  an  inevitable  necessity. 

Thus,  growing  up  into  manhood,  and  passing  on¬ 
ward  in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  disciplined  in 
political  economy  and  civil  ethics  in  the  stern 
school  of  experience,  he  was  prepared  to  meet  every 
emergency  with  a  steady  hand ;  to  bring  order  out 
of  discord,  and  insure  harmony  and  prosperity. 

Gov.  Carpenter  is  now  engaged  in  the  quiet  pur¬ 
suits  of  farm  life,  residing  at  Fort  Dodge,  where 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  her  purest  minded 
and  most  upright  citizens. 
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JS©!?!  O.SHUA  G.  NEWBOLD,  the 
I  S  w  ninth  Governor  of  Iowa,  is 
f  l  a  nat've  Pennsylvania. 
He  comes  from  that  excellent 
stock  known  as  the  Friends, 
who  very  early  settled  in 
p  w/r|^r\f/ci  New  Jersey.  Joshua  G.  is  the 
|  lyOTffl]  son  of  Barzilla  and  Catherine 
(House)  Newbold.  and  was  born 
3  I'1  Fayette  County,  May  12, 
vin Wv  *  830.  He  "ras  born  a  farmer’s 
\yUr  boy  and  was  reared  in  the  vigor- 

fous  employment  of  farm  work. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the 
family  moved  to  Westmoreland 
j  County,  Pa.,  where,  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a  select  school  or  academy,  young 
Newbold  received  his  education.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  Fayette  County.  Here  for  the  following 
eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  aflour- 
ing-mill  as  well  as  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
teaching  school.  When  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  our  subject  began  the  study  of  medicine,  de¬ 
voting  much  of  his  time  while  teaching  to  his  med¬ 
ical  books.  He,  however,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
becoming  a  phj'sician  and  turned  his  attention  to 
different  walks  in  life. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Newbold  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm,  now  partly  in 
the  corporation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  County. 


At  the  end  of  one  year  he  removed  to  Cedar  --  t 
1  ownsh ip.  Van  Burcn  County,  there  merchandising  l  l 
and  farming  till  about  1860,  when  lie  removed  to  \ 
Hillsboro,  Henry  County,  and  pursued  the  same  A 
caUings. 

In  1862,  when  the  call  was  made  for  600,000  men 
to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  family  jlj  |j 
and  his  store  in  charge  of  his  partner,  and  went  into  Iasi 
the  army  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  25th  Regiment  j  j 
of  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearly  three  years,  ^ 
resigning  just  before  the  war  closed,  on  account  of  r~'h.- 
disability.  During  the  last  two  or  three  months  he  -L  re¬ 
served  at  the  South  he  tilled  the  position  of  Judge  ru  I 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Ala. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made  Iowa  ~ yy 
fainou 


troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in 
November,  1862,  and  sailed  in  December  following 
on  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg  by  way  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was  its  first 
engagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
there  it  suffered  severely,  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  sixty. 

After  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  Bragg’s  flying  forces  to  Ringgold,  where  it  en¬ 
gaged  the  enemy  in  their  strong  works,  November 
27,  losing  twenty-nine  wounded.  The  following 
year  it  joined  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  Campaign, 
then  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  in  the  mer- 
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cantile  trade  at  Hillsboro  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  then  sold  out,  giving  thereafter  his  whole  at¬ 
tention  to  agriculture,  stock-raising  and  stock-deal¬ 
ing,  making  the  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  years.  Mr.  New- 
bold  was  a  member  of  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  Gen¬ 
eral  Assemblies,  representing  Henry  County,  and 
Avas  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  in  the  14th, 
and  of  the  committee  on  appropriations  in  the  15th 
General  Assembly.  In  the  15th  (1874)  he  was  tem¬ 
porary  Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  1875  he  Avas  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket  Avith  Samuel  J. 
Kirkwood. 

His  Democratic  competitor  Avas  E.  D.  Woodward, 
Avho  received  93,060  votes.  Mr.  Newbold  received 
134,166,  or  a  majority  of  31,106.  Governor  Kirk¬ 
wood  being  elected  United  States  Senator  during 
that  session,  Mr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking 
the  chair  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for  Gov. 
Gear  in  January,  1878. 

Gov.  NeAvbold’s  message  to  the  Legislature 
in  1878,  shoAvs  painstaking  care  and  a  clear,  busi¬ 
ness-like  vieAv  of  the  interests  of  the  State.  His 
recommendations  Avere  carefully  considered  and 
largely  adopted.  The  State’s  finances  were  then  in 
a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating  debt,  then 
amounting  to  $340,826.56,  more  than  $90,000  in 
excess  of  the  Constitutional  limitation.  Said  Gov. 
Newbold  in  his  message:  “The  commonwealth 
ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dilatoriness 
in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  indebt¬ 
edness,  that  of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  ob¬ 
jectionable.  The  uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  Avill 


invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made  by  per¬ 
sons  contracting  with  the  State  for  supplies,  mater¬ 
ial  or  labor.  To  remoA'e  the  present  difficulty,  and 
.to  avert  its  recurrence,  I  look  upon  as  the  most  im¬ 
portant  work  that  Avill  demand  your  attention.” 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before  statesmen  is 
that  of  equal  and  just  taxation.  The  following 
recommendation  sIioaa's  that  Gov.  Newbold  was 
abreast  with  foremost  thinkers,  for  it  proposes  a 
step  which  yearly  finds  more  favor  with  the  people : 
“  The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property  valu¬ 
ations  of  the  several  counties  suggest  to  1113'  mind 
the  propriety  of  so  adjusting  the  State’s  levy  as  to 
require  the  counties  to  pay  into  the  State  treasury 
only  the  tax  on  realty,  leaving  the  corresponding 
tax  on  personalty  in  the  county  treasury.  This 
would  rest  Avith  each  county  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  personal  property  valuations,  without  fear  that 
they  might  be  so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself 
in  comparison  Avith  other  counties.” 

Gov.  Newbold  has  always  affiliated  Avith  the 
Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its  great  cardinal 
doctrines,  having  once  embraced  them,  Avith  the 
same  sincerity  and  honesty  that  he  cherishes  his  re¬ 
ligious  sentiments.  lie  has  been  a  Christian  for 
something  like  tAventy-five  years,  his  connection  be¬ 
ing  AArith  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  He  found 
his  Avife,  Rachel  Farquhar,  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
their  union  taking  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  1850. 
They  have  had  five  children  and  lost  tAvo.  The 
names  of  the  living  are  Mary  Allene,  Emma 
Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man,  and  may 
serve  his  State  or  county  in  other  capacities  in  the 
coming  years. 
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OHN  H.  GEAR,  the  tenth 
gentleman  to  occupy  the 
Executive  Chair  of  Iowa,  is 
still  a  resident  of  Burlington, 
lie  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  in  the  city  of 
21  Itliica,  April  7.  1  825,  he  was  born. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Geai,  his  father,  was 
born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
1792,  and  became  a  distinguished 
clerg3rman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  Ilis  family  had 
removed  with  him,  while  he  was 
still  3’oung,  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and 
in  the  year  181G,  after  his  ordina¬ 
tion  as  a  clergyman  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  he  went  to  New  York 
and  located  at  Onondaga  Ilill  near 
LIJ  j  the  city  of  Syracuse.  Shortly  after 
this  settlement,  the  young  minister 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
‘Miranda  E.  Cook.  After  serving 
various  congregations  in  Western 
New  York  for  many  years,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  become  a  pioneer  in 
Northern  Illinois,  which  at  the  time,  in  the  year 
1830,  was  being  rapidly  settled  up.  He  found  a 
desirable  location  at  Galena  where  he  remained  un¬ 
til  1838,  when  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  while  located 
at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.  He  lived  a  long  and  act¬ 
ive  life,  doing  much  good,  quitting  his  labors  in 


the  year  1874.  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -two 
years. 

The  only  son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Gear 
was  J.  II.,  afterward  the  distinguished  Governor  of 
Iowa.  As  above  stated  the  birth  occurred  in  1825. 
In  1843,  when  still  a  young  man,  he  came  West  to 
Burlington,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside, 
her  most  distinguished  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  young  city,  he  embarked  in  his  mer¬ 
cantile  career,  engaging  at  the  time  with  the  firm 
of  Bridgman  &  Bros.,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
Remaining  with  this  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year, 
he  left  them  for  an  engagement  with  AY.  F.  Cool- 
baugh,  who  at  one  time  was  President  of  the 
l  nion  National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  and  who  at  that 
early  period  was  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  served  Mr.  Coolbaugh  so  faithfully,  and 
with  such  marked  ability  for  the  following  five 
years,  that,  when  desirous  of  a  partner  in  his  busi¬ 
ness,  the  wealthy  merchant  could  find  no  one  in 
whom  he  could  place  greater  confidence  and  with 
whom  he  could  trust  his  extensive  business  rela¬ 
tions  that  pleased  him  better  than  the  young  clerk. 
Accordingly  he  was  associated  as  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  AY.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  firm  did  a  prosperous  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  following  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear 
purchased  the  entire  business,  which  he  carried  on 
with  marked  success  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present, 
besides  filling  other  prominent  business  relations, 
President  of  the  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  of  Galesburg. 
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Mr.Gear  lias  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  many  positions  of  trust.  In  1852  lie  was 
elected  Alderman;  in  18G3  was  elected  Mayor 
over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  being  the  first  Republican 
up  to  that  time  who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington 
on  a  party  issue.  In  1807  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized,  and  he  was  chosen  as  its  President.  Ilis  ef¬ 
forts  highly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  enter¬ 
prise,  which  did  much  for  Burlington.  He  was 
also  active  in  promoting  the  Burlington  &  South¬ 
western  Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  A  North¬ 
western  narrow-gauge  road. 

He  has  always  acted  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1871  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
General  Assembty.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the 
15th  General  Assembly.  The  Republican  cau¬ 
cus  of  the  House  nominated  him  for  Speaker  by 
acclamation,  and  after  a  contest  of  two  'weeks  he 
was  chosen  over  his  opponent,  J.  W.  Dixon.  He 
filled  the  position  of  Speaker  very  acceptably,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  independent  of  party  affiliations,  joined  in 
signing  their  names  to  a  resolution  of  thanks,  which 
was  engraved  and  presented  to  him.  In  1875  he 
was  the  third  time  nominated  to  the  Assembly  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  while  his  county  gave  a 
large  Democratic  vote  he  was  again  elected.  He 
was  also  again  nominated  for  Speaker  by  the  Re¬ 
publican  caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  over  his  competitor,  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone. 
He  is  the  only  man  in  the  State  who  ever  had  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  position  a  sec¬ 
ond  time.  He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  parliamentarian,  his  rulings  never  having  been 
J  appealed  from.  At  the  close  of  the  session  he 
again  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House 
;^bf  Representatives  for  his  courtesy  and  impartiality, 
Jfmd  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
m=s-i  ^'be  had  presided  over  that  body. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the 
Republican  convention  which  met  at  Des  Moines, 
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:myt. June  28,  and  at  the  election  held  the  following 
^October  he  received  121,546  votes,  against  79,353 
1}  for  John  P.  Irish,  10,639  for  Elias  Jessup  and  38,- 
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was  42,193.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1878, 
and  served  four  years,  being  re-elected  in  1879  by 
the  following  handsome  vote:  Gear,  157,571; 
Trimble,  85,056  ;  Campbell,  45,439 ;  Dungan,  3,258 ; 
Gear’s  majority  over  all  competitors,  23,828.  His 
second  inauguration  occurred  in  January  of  the 
year  1880. 

Gov.  Gear’s  business  habits  enabled  him  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  marked  ability. 
He  found  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  a 
low  ebb,  but  raised  Iowa’s  credit  to  that  of  the 
best  of  our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  message  he 
was  able  to  report :  “The  warrants  out-standing, 
but  not  bearing  interest,  Sept.  30,  1881,  amounted 
to  $22,093.74,  and  there  are  now  in  the  treasury 
ample  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State.  The  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  $125,000  negotiated  by  the 
Executive,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  under  the  law 
of  the  18th  General  Assembly,  and  $2,500  of 
the  original  bonds  not  yet  presented  for  pay¬ 
ment.  The  only  other  debt  owing  by  the  State 
amounts  to  $245,435.19,  due  to  the  permanent 
school  fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem¬ 
able  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place  Iowa 
practically  among  the  States  which  have  no  debt, 
a  consideration  which  must  add  much  to  her  repu¬ 
tation.  The  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  last  two 
years  are  less  than  those  of  any  other  period  since 
1869,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  institutions  not 
then  in  existence;  namely,  the  hospital  at  Inde¬ 
pendence,  the  additional  penitentiary,  the  Normal 
School  and  the  asylum  for  the  feeble-minded  chil¬ 
dren,  besides  the  girl’s  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  also,  at  present,  makes  provision 
for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful  weather  service,  for 
sanitary  supervision  by  a  Board  of  Health,  for  en¬ 
couraging  immigration  to  the  State,  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  coal  mines  by  a  State  Inspector,  and  liber¬ 
ally  for  the  military  arm  of  the  Government.” 

Gov.  Gear  is  now  in  the  sixty -first  year  of  his 
age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  both  his  mental  and 
physical  faculties.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Harriet  S.  Foot,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living. 
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^NE  of  the  most  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  was  ever 
honored  with  the  position 
of  Chief  Executive  of  the 
State  is  Buren  R-  Sherman, 
the  eleventh  Governor  of 
Iowa,  who  is  a  native  of  New  York. 
It  was  in  the  town  of  Phelps,  in  On-  • 
tario  County,  that  he  was  born  to  his 
parents,  Phineas  L.  and  Eveline 
(Robinson)  Sherman,  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1836,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  distinguished  family  of  children. 
Ilis  parents  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Buren  R.  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  but  was  subsequently 
given  advantages  of  the  schools  at  Almira,  N.  Y.. 
where  lie  acquired  a' very  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  English  branches.  His  father,  who  was  a  me¬ 
chanic,  advised  him  at  the  close  of  his  studies  to 
apprentice  himself  to  learn  some  trade.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  such  arrangements  with  S.  Ayers,  of 
Almira,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  In 
1855,  however,  he  left  this  position  and  joined  his 
family  on  their  removal  to  the  then  new  State  of 
Iowa.  They  settled  upon  a  piece  of  unbroken  prai¬ 
rie  land  on  what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 


Count}',  his  father  having  previously  purchased 
land  from  the  Government.  Here  Buren  R.  labored 
diligently  in  developing  his  father’s  fields,  devoting, 
however,  leisure  hours  which  he  was  granted,  to  the 
study  of  law.  Before  leaving  his  Eastern  hoifie  lie 
had  decided  upon  that  profession  and  began  its  i  i 
study  while  yet  in  Almira.  He  soon  secured  a  po-  m  h 
sition  as  a  book-keeper  in  a  neighboring  town,  and 
with  the  wages  earned  there,  materially  assisted  his 
father  in  the  development  of  their  home  farm.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  study  of  his  books,  and  so  studious  had  he 
been  that  in  the  summer  of  1859,  he  was  enabled 
to  pass  a  creditable  examination  and  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  spring  the  young  attor¬ 
ney  moved  to  Vinton,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  be¬ 
gan  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  associated 
with  lion.  William  Smyth,  formerly  District  Judge, 
and  J.  C.  Traer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smyth, 

Traer  A  Sherman.  The  new  firm  rapidly  grew  into 
prominence,  building  up  a  prosperous  practice, 
when  Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government  in  defense  of  her  integrity  and 
h<  mor. 

It  was  early  in  1861,  directly  after  the  enemy  had 
assaulted  the  American  flag  on  Sumter,  that  the 
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attorney  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  13th  Iowa  "\  ol. 
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Inf.,  and  immediately  went  to  the  front.  lie 
entered  the  service  as  Second  Sergeant,  and  in 
February,  18G2,  was  made  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  E.  On  the  6th  of  April  following  he  was 
very  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh 
Landing,  and  while  in  the  hospital  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain.  He  returned  to  his  company 
while  yet  obliged  to  use  his  crutches,  and  remained 
on  duty  till  the  summer  of  1863,  when,  by  reason  of 
his  wound,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  and  return 
home.  Soon  after  returning  from  the  army  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Benton  County,  and  re¬ 
elected  without  opposition  in  1865.  In  the  autumn 
of  1866  he  resigned  his  judgeship  and  accepted  the 
office  of  Clerk*  of  the  District  Court,  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  in  1868,  1870  and  1872,  and  in 
December,  1 874,  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the 
office  of  Auditor  of  State,  to  which  office  he  had 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 
v  King,  the  “  anti-monopoly  ”  candidate.  In  1876  he 
was  renominated  and  received  50,272  more  votes 
than  W.  Growneweg  (Democrat)  and  Leonard 
Browne  (Greenback)  together.  In  1878  he  was 
again  chosen  to  represent  the  Republican  party 
in  that  office,  and  this  time  received  a  major¬ 
ity  of  7.164  over  the  combined  votes  of  Col. 
Eiboeek  (Democrat)  andG.  V.  Swearenger  (Green¬ 
back).  In  the  six  years  that  he  held  this  office,  he 
was  untiring  in  his  faithful  application  to  routine 
work  and  devotion  to  his  special  share  of  the  State’s 
business.  He  retired  with  such  an  enviable  record 
that  it  was  with  no  surprise  the  people  learned, 
June  27,  1881,  that  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  for  Governor. 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The  General 
Assembly  had  submitted  to  the  people  the  prohibi¬ 
tory  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This,  while 
(j  }  not  a  partisan  question,  became  uppermost  in  the 
H—Cfemind  of  the  public.  Mr.  Sherman  received  133,- 
}b30  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  and  28,112  for 
iwdiiiD-  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  50,086  and  a  major- 
{jllj|£rity  of  21,974.  In  1883  he  was  re-nominated  by 
[■  the  Republicans,  as  well  as  L.  G.  Kinne  by  the 
yJ^tqDemocrats.  The  National  party  offered  J.  B. 
Weaver.  During  the  campaign  these  candidates 
held  a  number  of  joint  discussions  at  different 
points  in  the  State.  At  the  election  the  vote  was : 
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Sherman,  164,182;  Kinne,  139,093;  Weaver,  23,- 
089;  Sherman’s  plurality,  25,089;  majority,  2,000. 
In  his  second  inaugural  Gov.  Sherman  said: 

“  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  for  the  State,  I  fully  realize  my 
grateful  obligations  to  the  people  of  Iowa,  through 
whose  generous  confidence  I  am  here.  I  am  aware 
of  the  duties  and  grave  responsibilities  of  this  ex¬ 
alted  position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected  of  me 
therein.  As  in  the  past  I  have  given  my  undivided 
time  and  serious  attention  thereto,  so  in  the  future 
I  promise  the  most  earnest  devotion  and  untiring 
effort  in  the  faithful  performance  of  my  official  re¬ 
quirements.  I  have  seen  the  State  grow  from  in¬ 
fancy  to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year  one  of 
substantial  betterment  of  its  previous  position. 

“  With  more  railroads  than  any  State,  save  two; 
with  a  school  interest  the  grandest  and  strongest, 
which  commands  the  support  and  confidence  of  all 
the  people,  and  a  population,  which  in  its  entirety 
is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood,  it  is 
not  strange  the  pride  which  attaches  to  our  people. 
When  we  remember  that  the  results  of  our  efforts  in 
the  direction  of  good  government  have  been 
crowned  with  such  magnificent  success,  and  to-day 
we  have  a  State  in  most  perfect  physical  and  finan¬ 
cial  condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in  honest 
pride  as  we  contemplate  the  past  and  so  confidently 
hope  for  the  future.  What  we  may  become  de¬ 
pends  on  our  own  efforts,  and  to  that  future  1  look 
with  earnest  and  abiding  confidence.” 

Gov.  Sherman’s  term  of  office  continued  until  Jan. 
14,  1886,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Larra- 
bee,  and  he  is  now,  temporarily,  perhaps,  enjoying 
a  well-earned  rest.  Lie  has  been  a  Republican  since 
the  organization  of  that  party,  and  his  services  as  a 
campaign  speaker  have  been  for  many  years  in 
great  demand.  As  an  officer  he  has  been  able  to 
make  an  enviable  record.  Himself  honorable  and 
thorough,  his  management  of  public  business  has 
been  of  the  same  character,  and  such  as  has  com¬ 
mended  him  to  the  approval  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Lie  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Lena 
Kendall,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  a  young  lady  of  rare  ac¬ 
complishments  and  strength  of  character.  Their 
union  has  been  happy  in  every  respect.  They  have 
two  children — Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugene. 
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ILLIAM  LARRABEE,  the 
present  able  Governor  of 
Iowa,  and  the  twelfth  gen¬ 
tleman  selected  by  the 
people  as  the  Chief  Magis¬ 
trate  of  the  great  Com¬ 
monwealth,  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  II is  ancestors 
were  among  the  French  Huguenots  who 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  located  in  Connecticut.  At 
that  time  they  bore  the  name  of  d’Larra- 
bee.  Adam  Larrabee,  the  father  of  Will¬ 
iam,  was  born  March  14,  1787,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  graduates  of  the  West 
Point  Military  Academy.  He  served  his 
country  during  the  War  of  1812,  with  distinction, 
holding  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant,  to  which 
he  was  commissioned  March  1,  1811.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  Feb.  1, 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  of  the  following  March,  at 
the  battle  of  Lacole  INI  ills,  during  Gen.  Wilkinson’s 
campaign  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  River,  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  lung.  He  eventually  re¬ 
covered  from  the  injury  and  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Hannah  G.  Lester.  This  much  esteemed 
lady  was  born  June  3, 1798,  and  died  on  the  15th  of 
March,  1837.  Capt.  Larrabee  lived  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  dying  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

As  above  mentioned,  William,  our  subject,  was 
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rugged  New  England  farm,  enjoying  very  meager  a 
educational  advantages.  He  attended,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  the  neighboring  district  schools! 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  when, 
during  the  following  two  winters,  he  filled  the  posi-  Jip 
tion  of  'schoolmaster.  lie  was  ambitious  to  do 
something  in  life  for  himself  that  would  bring  fort¬ 
une  and  distinction,  but  in  making  his  plans  for  the 
future  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  misfortune  which 
befell  him  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  being 
trained  to  the  use  of  firearms  under  his  father’s 
direction,  an  accidental  discharge  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  the  sight  in  the  right  eye.  This  conse¬ 
quently  unfitted  him  for  many  employments  usually 
sought  by  ambitious  young  men.  The  family 
lived  near  the  seashore,  only  two  miles  away,  and 
in  that  neighborhood  it  was  the  custom  for  at  least 
one  son  in  each  family  to  go  upon  the  sea  as  a 
sailor.  The  two  eldest  brothers  of  our  subject  had 
chosen  this  occupation  while  the  third  remained  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  William  was  thus  left 
free  to  chose  for  himself  and,  like  many  of  the 
youths  of  that  day,  he  wisely  turned  his  face  West¬ 
ward.  The  year  1853  found  him  on  this  journey 
toward  the  setting  sun,  stopping  only  when  he 
came  to  the  broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  new 
.State  of  Iowa,  He  first  joined  his  elder  sister,  Mrs. 
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E.  II.  Williams,  who  was  at  that  time  living  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  County.  It  was  this  circum¬ 
stance  which  led  the  young  boy  from  Connecticut 
to  select  his  future  home  in  the  northeastern  por¬ 
tion  of  Iowa.  He  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
pedagogue,  teaching,  however,  but  one  winter, 
which  was  passed  at  llardin.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  foreman 
on  the  Grand  Meadow  farm  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Clermont,  Fayette 
County.  He  soon  was  able  to  buy  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  within  a  year  found  himself  sole  owner. 
He  operated  this  mill  until  1874  when  he  sold  to 
S.  M.  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  right  eye.  Being  informed  he  might 
possibly  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned  officer,  he 
raised  a  company  and  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant,  but  was ‘again  rejected  for  the 
same  disability. 

After  selling  the  mill  Mr.  Larrabee  devoted  him- 
self  to  farming,  and  started  a  private  bank  at  Cler¬ 
mont.  lie  also,  experimentally,  started  a  large 
nursery,  but  this  resulted  only  in  confirming  the 
belief  that  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli¬ 
mate  for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  Larrabee  did  not  begin  his  political  career 
until  1867.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  and  became 
a  Republican  on  the  organization  of  tliat  party. 
While  interested  in  politics  he  generally  refused 
local  offices,  serving  only  as  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  prior  to  1867.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Senate.  To 
this  high  position  he  was  re-elected  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  he  served  as  Senator  continuously  for 
eighteen  years  before  being  promoted  to  the  high- 


}  est  office  in  the  State. 


I  hi  ...  He  was  so  popular  at  home 

fzshI!  fbat  he  was  generally  re-nominated  by  acclamation, 
and  for  some  years  the  Democrats  did  not  even 


make  nominations.  During  the  whole  eighteen 
years  Senator  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  committee,  that  on  Ways  and  Means,  of  which 
he  was  generally  Chairman,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  duties 
thus  devolving  upon  him,  he  was  indefatigable. 
It  is  said  that  he  never  missed  a  committee  meet¬ 
ing.  Not  alone  in  this,  but  in  private  and  public 
business  of  all  kinds,  his  uniform  habit  is  that  of 
close  application  to  work.  Many  of  the  important 
measures  passed  by  the  Legislature  owe  their  ex¬ 
istence  or  present  form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina¬ 
tion  in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest  too  late,  as 
Gov.  Sherman’s  following,  had  been  successfully 
organized.  In  1 885  it  was  generally  conceded  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  he  would 
be  nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  election  fol¬ 
lowed  as  a  matter  of  course.  lie  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  14,  1886,  and  so  far  has  made  an  excellent 
Governor.  His  position  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  that  on  which  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majority  should  rule. 
He  was  personally  in  favor  of  high  license,  but 
having  been  elected  Governor,  and  sworn  to  up¬ 
hold  the  Constitution  and  execute  the  laws,  he  pro¬ 
poses  to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the  Senate  de¬ 
clares  him  to  be  “  a  man  of  the  broadest  compre¬ 
hension  and  information,  an  extraordinarily  clear 
reasoner,  fair  and  conscientious  in  his  conclusions, 
and  of  Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judgment,” 
and  says  that  “  he  brings  the  practical  facts  and 
philosophy  of  human  nature,  the  science  and  his¬ 
tory  of  law,  to  aid  in  his  decisions,  and  adheres  with 
the  earnestness  of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  people’s  rights.” 

Gov.  Larrabee  was  married  Sept.  12, 1861,  at  Cler¬ 
mont,  to  Anna  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt. 
G.  A.  Appelman.  Gov.  Larrabee  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren — Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Anna,  William, 
Frederic  and  Helen. 
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jHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio¬ 
graphical  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re¬ 
maining  who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu¬ 
mations  made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coining  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu¬ 
ments,  and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-budders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but 'this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum¬ 
bling  into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli¬ 
gent,  undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un¬ 
limited  in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  Ins  chil¬ 
dren  or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col¬ 
lect  the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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MOM  AS  M’ELDERRY  SIN¬ 
CLAIR,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Belfast,  Ireland,  May  14, 
1842,  and  departed  this 
life  in  Cedar  Rapids,  March 
24,  1881.  An  early  life  of 
rare  beauty  and  consecra¬ 
tion  closed  in  the  grave  of  Thomas 
M.  Sinclair.  It  was  a  short  life, 
but  it  was  one  so  earnest  and  so 
filled  with  Christ,  that  its  work 
was  accomplished  at  noon,  and  our 
readers  will  doubtless  welcome  a 
few  details  of  a  life  so  useful  and 
so  honored. 

Thomas  M.  Sinclair  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Pirie) 
Sinclair,  natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland.  The  parents 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
attain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood.  John 
Sinclair  carried  on  a  pork-packing  establishment  in 
Ireland,  and  by  constant  attention  to  business  be¬ 
came  well-to-do  in  the  possession  of  this  world’s 
goods.  He  departed  this  life  in  1853. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  that  he  should  be  educated  for  a  mercantile  life, 
and  when  Thomas  M.  reached  an  age  which  enabled 
him  to  judge  and  select  a  vocation  in  life  for  him¬ 
self,  he  chose  that  of  a  mercantile  career  as  being 
the  sphere  in  which  he  concluded  he  would  succeed. 


He  accordingly  entered  the  establishment  of  his 
uncle,  Thomas  Sinclair,  and  subsequently  rose  to 
considerable  eminence  in  the  commercial  world. 
He  soon  mastered  the  details  of  his  business,  and  in 
1862  proceeded  to  prosecute  it  in  the  United  States. 
After  some  years  of  varying  fortune,  he  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1871  laid  the  foundations  of 
what  is  now  one  of  the  first  packing  concerns  in  the 
United  States.  On  the  corner-stone  of  his  establish¬ 
ment  our  subject  laid  the  deep  requirements  of  the 
fourth  Commandment,  and  he  so  planned  his  work 
that  no  labor  was  ever  required  to  be  done  in  his 
establishment  on  Sunday,  and,  contrary  to  the  pre¬ 
dictions  of  many,  he  never  lost  by  so  doing.  The 
name  of  his  firm  was  a  synonym  for  honor  and 
reliable  dealing  in  every  exchange  in  America.  To 
his  workmen  he  was  rather  a  father  than  a  master. 
He  was  a  benevolent  and  working  Christian  gentle¬ 
man,  having  joined  the  church  in  1859,  uniting  with 
the  congregation  worshipping  in  the  church  which 
was  erected  in  honor  of  his  father,  and  known  as  Sin¬ 
clair  Seaman’s  Church,  Belfast,  Ireland.  He  was  a 
member  of  Dr.  Morgan’s  Church,  Belfast.  His  zeal 
for  missions  found  admirable  scope  with  the  Sunday- 
school  Auxiliary,  organized  in  1860  by  Mathew 
Kerr.  He  subscribed  largely  to  numerous  charita¬ 
ble  institutions,  and  was  a  respected  citizen  of  each 
and  eveiy  community  in  which  he  resided. 

On  coming  to  this  country  in  1862,  Mr.  Sinclair 
brought  with  him  his  Christian  activity,  in  its  full- 
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est  degree.  It  was  in  Cedar  Rapids  that  his  capac¬ 
ities  found  their  widest  sphere,  both  as  a  Christian 
gentleman  and  a  man  of  business.  lie  re-organized 
the  Water  Board,  regulated  its  finances,  and  secured 
to  the  people  a  bountiful  supply  of  good  water. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  educational  matters 
and  his  purse  was  always  open,  and  his  counsel 
freely  given  in  that  direction.  As  his  means  in¬ 
creased,  his  plans  of  usefulness  developed  and  en¬ 
larged,  and  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  ask  him  for 
help,  for  his  expressions  of  sympathy  were  as  re- 
-  1J>  He  gave  largely  to  for- 
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eign  missions,  and  it  was  a  retired  missionary  from 
Persia  who  attended  him  in  his  last  hours  and  offered 
the  first  prayer  for  his  widow  and  orphans  beside 
his  deathbed.  No  wonder  that  when  such  a  man 
died  the  whole  city  was  moved  and  the  voice  of 
mourning  was  heard  in  every  house,  and  it  was 
nothing  more  than  a  reflection  of  the  overwhelming 


freshing  as  the  gift  itself. 
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feeling  when  the  Mayor,  by  proclamation,  requested 
a  cessation  of  business  during  the  period  of  our 


I 


subject’s  interment. 

Mr.  Sinclair  of  this  notice  was  married  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  in  1870,  to  Miss  C.  C.  Soutter,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Philadelphia  (Campbell)  Soutter,  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia  and  Scotland,  respectively.  Her 
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father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
11  Philadelphia  for  many  years,  removing  thence  to 
11  New  York  City,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  vo¬ 
cation  until  within  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1870.  He  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living 
and  all  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids:  Charles  B. ;  Mrs. 
Sinclair;  Fannie  and  H.  B.  Robert  Soutter  was  a 
devout  Christian  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age 
an  Elder  in  a  congregation  of  that  denomination. 
He  was  a  liberal  giver  to  all  charitable  institutions, 
and  respected  and  loved  in  all  communities  in  which 
he  resided.  His  father,  also  Robert,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  married  Margaret  Taylor.  They 
'S  came  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  and  where  they  both  died. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair  of  this 
notice,  six  children  have  been  born :  J.  Falconer ; 
Roberts.,  Elsie  C. ;  Amy;  Fannie  S.  and  Agnes  M. 
Mrs.  Sinclair  resides  on  an  elevated  plateau  on  the 
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Boulevarde,  on  a  tract  of  ten  acres  of  land.  It  is 
a  beautiful  site  for  a  residence,  and  her  home  is  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  city  in  which  she 
lives.  She  is  a  kind-hearted,  Christian  woman,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  like  her 
good  husband  gone  before,  freely  gives  of  her 
bountiful  store  for  all  charitable  purposes,  and  also 
for  the  calls  of  her  Master. 

The  portrait  of  no  citizen  of  this  county  will  be 
received  with  greater  favor  than  that  of  Mr.  Sin¬ 
clair,  which  we  present  on  a  preceding  page. 


OHNSTON  ELLIOTT,  Sr.,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  22,  1802. 
His  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Our 
subject  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio  in  1826,  and  made  settlement  in  Knox  Coun¬ 
ty.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  was  Postmaster 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  the  county  seat  of  Knox  County. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1830  with  Miss  Eliza 
Mills,  who  was  born  near  Richmond,  Va.,  Nov.  25, 
1809.  Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  only  four  of  whom  are 
living  at  the  present  writing:  Mary  E.,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  Parkhurst,  and  who  is  now  resid¬ 
ing  at  Marion,  Iowa ;  Rebecca,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Nathan  Bixby,  and  who  died  in  Ohio,  in  1856; 
Henry  P.  married  Antoinette  Twogood,  and  is 
Chief  of  the  Claim  Department  of  the  C.  M.  &  St. 
P.  R.  R.  Co.,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  Johnston  mar¬ 
ried  Esther  Primrose,  and  is  a  retired  merchant  of 
Marion;  Milton  L.  married  Miss  Susan  L.  Lake, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  at 
Marion;  Lydia  G.  is  a  teacher  in  the  Marion 
schools;  Lester  L.  married  Miss  Mary  Winter,  and 
is  the  present  Deputy  Treasurer  of  Linn  County, 
and  two  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Elliott  emigrated  from  Ohio  to  Marion, 
Iowa,  in  1856.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  in  early 
life,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  attached  himself  to  that  political  body. 
He  was  an  active  politician  and  influential  in  party 
management.  He  was  elected  County  Judge  of 
Linn  County,  serving  four  years ;  he  has  also  held 
many  other  minor  offices  in  his  county.  Judge 
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Elliott  was  a  man  of  broad  views,  believing  that 
the  development  of  a  sound  moral  character  was 
more  essential  than  the  observance  of  peculiar 
forms  of  creeds.  He  was  highly  respected  and 
held  in  warm  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
His  death  occurred  Oct.  9,  1885,  at  Marion.  His 
wife  is  still  a  resident  of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Elliott,  although  seventy-seven  years  of 
age,  is  active  and  energetic,  with  faculties  unim¬ 
paired.  She  has  lived  a  long  life  of  usefulness  and 
reared  a  large  family  of  children.  Possessed  of 
a  happy,  cheerful  disposition,  and  superior  intelli¬ 
gence,  she  has  devoted  herself  to  her  husband  and 
children,  and  is  now  passing  the  evening  of  her 
days  in  quiet  contentment  in  the  company  of  her 
children  and  grandchildren. 

- — 


JOSEPH  l-I.  LLSTEBARGER.  Among  the 
old  settlers  and  most  prominent  and  influ¬ 
ential  citizens  of  Linn  County  is  our  sub¬ 
ject,  who  came  into  the  county  in  1839, 
and  located  his  claim  in  Rapids  Township.  His  first 
claim  comprised  160  acres,  but  when  it  came  into 
market  he  only  purchased  eighty  acres.  On  this 
he  determined  to  establish  his  home,  and  imme¬ 
diately  set  about  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 
At  that  time  it  was  wild,  rough  land,  and  required 
an  outlay  of  incessant  labor  and  energy  to  fit  it  for 
becoming  productive  of  the  commodities  necessary 
for  consumption  and  the  markets.  A  part  of  this 
once  wild  tract  now  comprises  the  suburbs  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  divided  into  town  lots,  which 
the  original  proprietor  sold  to  the  owners,  who  have 
now  generally  beautified  them  with  comfortable 
residences  and  handsome  shrubbery. 

Joseph  H.  Listebarger  is  a  native  of  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  July  8,  1820. 
His  father,  Jacob,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents,  and  they 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  when  he  was  a  mere  child. 
They  followed  the  peaceful  occupation  of  farmers, 
and  our  subject  remained  upon  the  home  farm  and 
received  a  common-school  education.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Catherine  Ambrose.  She 
was  also  of  German  descent,  and  a  native  of  Penn¬ 


sylvania.  The  father  died  in  Westmoreland  County 
when  our  subject  had  only  reached  the  tender  age 
of  seven  years.  His  mother  survived  her  husband 
some  yrears,  and  came  with  one  of  her  daughters  to 
Iowa  in  November,  1854.  She  subsequently  made 
her  home  with  her  son  Joseph,  and  departed  this 
life  in  May,  1874,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
four  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  came  West  in  1839, 
in  company  with  an  older  brother.  John,  and  two 
schoolmates  from  his  old  neighborhood.  These 
latter  were  James  Marker  and  Hugh  Laramore. 
The  latter  has  since  died.  They  were  joined  here 
by  an  older  brother  of  our  subject,  Isaac,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  as  is  also  John.  The  home  of  Mr.  L.  has 
been  in  Rapids  Township  on  section  19,  since  first 
coming  to  this  county,  until  recently,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  section  30,  where  he  now  lives  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life.  His  house  is  yrnt  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Listebargcr’s  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Holman  occured  near  Mt.  Vernon,  this  county,  Eeb. 
18,  1845.  Mrs.  L.  is  the  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Nancy  (Galbrath)  Holman,  and  is  a  native  of 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  born  June  16,  1828.  The 
mother  was  a  native  of  Northern  Indiana,  and  the 
father  of  Ohio.  They  were  married  in  Wayne 
County.  They  followed  the  peaceful  occupation 
of  agriculture,  and  the  mother  died  at  their  home 
in  Indiana  in  1839.  Mrs.  L.  is  the  oldest  and  only 
surviving  child  of  a  family  of  five  of  her  father’s 
first  wife’s  children.  The  deceased  are  as  follows : 
Sarah  was  married  and  died  in  Keokuk  County; 
Robert  T.,  married,  and  died  in  Linn  County ; 
Martha  J.  died  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.;  George  P. 
in  Newton,  Jasper  County,  Iowa.  After  the  de¬ 
cease  of  the  mother,  the  father  with  the  four  living 
children  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  near  Mt.  Vernon, 
in  Franklin  Township,  where  the  father  died  in 
March,  1862. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Listebarger  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children — Reuben  H.  married  Lu¬ 
cinda  Mann,  and  resides  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and 
is  occupied  in  the  grocery'  trade;  Wesley  is  de¬ 
ceased,  as  are  also  Sarah  and  Ellen;  Adelia  A.  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Thomas  Buchanan,  and  they  live 
in  Benton  County,  Iowa;  Nancy  C.  was  married  to 
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Bomgardner,  and  is  deceased;  Ida  is  de¬ 
ceased  ;  Addie  is  the  wife  of  R.  J.  Cams,  and  they 
reside  on  a  farm  in  Linn  County;  Lewis  II.  lives  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  are  active  and  consistent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  Mr.  L.  lias  been  Class-Leader  and 
Steward  of  his  church,  and  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  In  politics  he  is  a  solid  Republican, 
and  votes  conscientiously  with  his  party  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  occurs.  He  is  an  honest  man  and  good 
citizen,  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
which  is  honored  by  his  citizenship. 


ILLIAM  II.  IIAYZLETT,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  farmers  of  Spring  Grove  Township, 
owns  and  occupies  a  fine  tract  of  prairie  land 
on  section  1 0.  He  came  to  Linn  County  in  1851,  and 
remained  here  for  eight  years,  thereafter  remov¬ 
ing  to  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  lived  two  years, 
and  then  moved  back  to  Linn,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  this  section,  and  has  aided  materially  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  township. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Han¬ 
cock  County  Dec.  18,  1834.  His  parents  were  An¬ 
drew  and  Elizabeth  (Iluggard)  Hayzlett,  natives  of 
Virginia.  II is  father  was  born  April  24,  1802, 
and  died  at  Center  Point  Nov.  22,  188G.  The 
mother  was  born  Oct.  19,  1799,  and  is  now  living- 
in  Center  Point.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  James  B. 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  John  G.  was  mar¬ 
ried  first  to  Miss  Elinore  Hatfield,  who  died  about 
1873,  and  he  married  a  second  time;  Andrew  J. 
died  when  a  young  child  of  two  years;  William  H., 


fu 

of  our  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  George 
V.  was  married  to  Miss  Melissa  Wain ;  O.  C.  mar¬ 
ried  Rev.  C.  A.  Hawn,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  at  present  pastor  of  the  Center  Point 
Church. 

The  marriage  of  William  II.  Hayzlett  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Dorman  was  celebrated  April  19,  18G0.  Mrs. 
Hayzlett  was  born  in  Kentucky,  May  21,  1842. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Sophia  (Jennings) 
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Dorman,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Connecticut,  re- 
spectively.  The  mother  was  born  in  1809,  and  is 
still  living.  The  father,  born  in  1802,  died  in  the 
army  in  1863.  He  was  a  member  of  the  “Gray- 
beard”  regiment  of  Iowa,  and  enlisted  at  New  Bos¬ 
ton,  Lee  County,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  for  three  years 
or  during  the  war,  and  died  at  Alton  of  sickness 
contracted  in  the  service.  Of  this  union  there  were 
six  children — William,  John,  Eliza,  James,  Mary 
and  George. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  1L  Hayz-§|j 
lett  are  three  in  number — Myrtus  S.,  George  A.  and 
Ocea  B.  They  occupy  a  fine  homestead,  replete 
with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  He  has  ten  acres  of  timber  land,  aside  from 
the  area  of  prairie,  and  the  whole  combines  to  make 
a  valuable  estate.  The  parents  and  two  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  members  and  regular  attendants  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Hayzlett  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  but  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket. 


EORGE  BUSBY,  senior  partner  of  George 
Busby  &  Son,  dealers  in  lumber  and  coal  at 
Marion,  has  been  a  resident  of  Linn  County 
since  May,  1854.  He  was  born  in  Oxfordshire, 
England,  Nov.  25,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Hannah  (Pettifor)  Busby. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  in  1838,  and  the  family  made  their  home  in 
Adams,  Mass.,  where  the  parents  died.  In  1854 
George  came  West  to  this  State,  coming  into  Linn 
County,  and  settled  on  a  farm  three  miles  north  of 
-Marion,  in  May  of  that  year.  He  was  engaged  in 
dairying  and  in  the  stock  business  after  arriving  at 
the  age  of  majority,  and  continued  to  buy  feed  and  M 
sell  live-stock,  carrying  on  quite  an  extensive  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was'  caught  in  the  crash  of  1857,  and  lost  8 
a  snug  fortune  by  the  decline  in  value.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  paid  100  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  had  a  scrub  S: 
steer  or  two  left,  lie  then  removed  to  Waubeek, 
this  county,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits,  and  also  in  dealing  in  live  stock.  1 1  is  credit 
being  unimpaired,  he  was  soon  on  his  feet  again, 
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even  though  he  had  no  capital  to  resume  with.  lie 
had  done  well  in  his  venture,  and  continued  in  busi¬ 
ness  till  1866,  when  he  sold  out,  and  the  following- 
year  came  to  Marion,  and  engaged  in  the  stock  and 
grain  trade.  In  1873  our  subject  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  at  the  same  time,  however,  keep¬ 
ing  up  his  former  line  of  operations.  In  August, 
1875,  he  sold  out  in  the  stock  and  grain  trade,  and 
devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  lumbering  until 
the  fall  of  1883.  He  then  embarked  in  the  coal 
trade,  in  company  with  his  son,  Ervin  E.,  under  the 
firm  name  of  George  Busby  &  Son.  He  had  pre¬ 
viously  associated  his  eldest  son,  Bert  C.,  with  him¬ 
self  in  the  lumber  business,  in  1880,  under  the  firm 
name  of  George  Busby  &  Son.  Our  subject  estab¬ 
lished  a  branch  yard  at  Yorktown,  Dak.,  in  May, 
1882.  He  subsequently  sold  an  interest  in  the 
business  to  Warren  I)\’e,  and  the  firm  is  now  Busby 
&  Dye,  the  latter  gentleman  being  the  local  partner. 

Mr.  Busby  of  this  notice  has  been  twice  married, 
first  in  Florida,  Mass.,  Dec.  21, 1851,  to  Miss  Lydia 
J.,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Williams.  She 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Yt.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  five  children — Eva  D.  is  the  wife  of 
James  Harris;  Bert  C.  married  Cora  R.  Carter; 
Nettie  J.  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Lothian;  Ervin  E. 
married  Ada  M.  Alderman,  Jan.  12,  1881,  they  are 
all  residents  of  Marion;  Roy,  the  youngest,  is  a 
minor,  and  resides  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  at  Marion  Nov.  19,  1881,  and  Mr.  Busby  was 
again  married,  Nov.  24,  1884,  to  Miss  Susie  E. 
Monn,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Monn.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  has  borne  our  subject 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Bessie,  born  Jan  23,  1886. 

In  politics  Mr.  Busby  is  a  Republican.  He  was 
originally  an  Abolitionist,  and  cast  his  vote  for  the 
first  Presidential  nominee  of  the  Republican  party,. 
John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856,  and  has  voted  with 
that  party  continuously  until  the  present  time. 
While  a  resident  of  Waubeek  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster,  and  since  living  at  Marion  has  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  for  several  years.  He 
and  his  older  son  are  members  of  Osceola  Lodge 
No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Centennial  Encampment 
No.  91.  Mr.  Busby  is  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
local  business  interests  of  Linn  County  for  upward 
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of  thirty-three  years,  and  during  that  time  has{ 
maintained  a  reputation  for  integrity,  enterprise 
and  fair  dealing  that  has  won  him  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 
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F.  KILBORN,  photogi'apher  and  dealer  iniLa 


//  art  goods  and  engravings,  and  manufact¬ 
urer  of  picture  frames,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born  Feb.  28,  1834. 
He  is  a  son  of  Whiting  and  Mary  (Wood)  Kilborn, 
natives  of  York  State,  but  who  were  reared  to  man 
and  womanhood  in  Canada.  The  father  was  a  tan¬ 
ner  and  ourrier  by  trade,  but  followed  farming- 
most  of  his  life.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  at  its  close  received  from  the  Canadian 
Government  200  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  located 
with  his  family  and  there  lived  until  his  death,  in 
1871,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  home 
beyond  the  previous  year. 

In  the  genealogy  of  the  Kilborn  family,  we  learn 
from  a  work  published  that  thej-  were  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  that  the  name  was  derived  from  a 
stream  called  Spring  Brook  or  Coldwater,  and 
which  is  pronounced  by  the  Scotch,  Coleburns. 
After  going  to  England  the  name  was  changed  from 
Coleburns  to  Kilborn.  This  Scotch  race  dates 
back  to  about  the  twelfth  century,  at  which  time 
the  first  name  is  recorded.  The  first  generation 
that  we  have  a  record  of  in  this  family  is  Thomas 
Kilborn,  the  common  ancestor  of  all  the  Kilborns 
on  the  Western  Continent.  He  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  Wood  Ditton,  in  the  county  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  England,  in  1578.  He  and  his  family  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1635,  and  settled  at 
Wethersfield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  died 
prior  to  1639.  There  were  three  brothers,  all  of 
whom  settled  in  the  latter-named  State,  and  all  the 
Kilborns  of  this  country  are  descended  from  one 
of  those  brothers.  The  descendants  have  held 
many  official  positions  of  honor  and  distinction  in 
Scotland,  England  and  America,  and  have  been 
prominent  in  a  social,  political  and  financial  way. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows: 
Jared,  in  Plattsville,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada; 
David,  in  Michigan;  Mary  married  David  Balfour, 
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and  they  are  living  at  Washington,  Oxford  Co., 
Canada;  Jane  was  united  in  marriage  with  William 
Cook,  and  they  are  also  living  in  Oxford  County, 
and  W.  F.,  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

W.  F.  Kilborn  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  set  forth  to  fight 


life’s  battle,  single-handed  and  alone.  lie  first 


learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  afterward 
that  of  a  pattern-maker,  and  followed  the  same  un¬ 
til  1854.  He  then  commenced  making  daguerreo¬ 
types,  and  then  photographs,  and  was  occupied  in 
that  business  until  18G3.  He  then  sold  out  and 
went  to  Michigan,  and  at  Fenton,  that  State,  again 
opened  up  in  the  same  business  and  remained  until 
18G4.  During  that  year  he  started  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  but,  stopping  at  Cedar  Rapids,  was  favorably 
impressed  with  the  place,  and  has  made  it  his  home 
ever  since,  doing  business  as  stated.  He  purchased 
a  residence  on  Sixth  avenue  and  Second  street  in 
1874,  and  in  1882  purchased  the  property  No.  18 
First  avenue,  where  he  is  now  doing  business,  his 
building  being  of  brick,  and  20  x  100  feet  in  di¬ 
mensions.  Mr.  Kilborn  has  been  engaged  to  no 
inconsiderable  extent  in  the  patent  right  business, 
and  has  invented  an  ore  pulverizer,  and  a  machine 
for  manufacturing  picture  frames,  and  has  met 
with  success  in  his  vocation.  The  Kitchen  Queen 
griddle  pad  is  an  invention  of  Mrs.  W.  F.  Kilborn. 

Mr.  Kilborn  was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Eu¬ 
genia  .Sherwood,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Philo  Sherwood.  Of  the  children  born  of 
their  union  two  are  living — William  and  Nellie. 

Politically  Mr.  Kilborn  votes  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  and,  being  a  genial  and  whole-souled  gen¬ 
tleman,  he  commands  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 


OHN  MINEHART,  who  is  retired  from  act¬ 
ive  agricultural  life  and  resides  on  section 
32,  Bowlder  Township,  is  one  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Philip  and  Christina  (Fenster- 


maker)  Minehart.  The  father  was  born  in  Penn¬ 


sylvania,  and  both  were  of  German  ancestry. 


After  marriage  they  settled  in  Fairfield  County, 


Ohio,  where  his  mother  died.  He  came  to  this 
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county  in  1850,  and  departed  this  life  in  Bowlder 
Township,  about  18G5.  The  names  of  their  chil- 
drenare:  Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Sarah,  Israel,  George, 
John  and  Philip. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  jj 
Sept.  11,  1833.  His  educational  advantages  were  : 
such  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  time  and  locality  ~ 
in  which  he  lived.  He  continued  a  resident  of  his 

h 

native  county  until  May,  1850,  when  he  came  with  : 
his  father  to  this  State  and  county.  On  his  arrival  ; 
he  worked  out  for  a  year  for  one  John  Smith,  and 
after  that  continued  to  work  for  various  parties  by 
the  month  until  1853.  He  then  settled  on  section 
5,  Buffalo  Township,  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land 

Hi 

which  he  purchased.  He  lived  and  labored  on  this  H 
place,  performing  the  general  routine  of  farm  life, 
for  about  fifteen  years.  He  then  purchased  160 

H 

acres  on  sections  31  and  32,  Bowlder  Township, 
and  settling  on  the  latter  section  has  since  continued 
to  reside  there,  engaged  in  the  cultivation  and  im- 
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provement  of  his  land.  He  has  erected  a  good  8 
residence  on  his  farm  and  made  other  improve¬ 
ments,  and  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  his 
landed  interests  amount  to  245  acres.  In  1882  he  5 
erected  a  creamery  on  his  place,  which  he  conduct¬ 
ed  until  1886.  During  the  spring  of  that  year  he 
sold  his  stock,  rented  his  farm,  and  is  at  present 
living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  accumulations  of 
an  honorable  and  laborious  past. 

Mr.  Minehart  was  married  in  Bowlder  Township, 
Dec.  6,  1853,  to  Rachael,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
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Eve  (Millon)  Slife,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Penn- 


settled  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  whence  they 
came  to  this  State,  in  1846,  and  settled  in ‘Johnson 


R'j  i 


located  in  Bowlder 

They  continued  to  reside  in  the  latter  township  ;  j 
until  1871,  when  they  removed  to  Johnson  County,  ■ 
where  they  both  died,  his  demise  occurring  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1875,  and  hers  in  March,  1876.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children — Valentine,  Benjamin, 
Mary,  Christina,  Elizabeth,  Rachael,  James,  Hiram, 
Louisa  and  David.  Mrs.  Minehart  was  born  in  3 
Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  7,  1834,  and  has  borne 
our  subject  seven  children — Orlando  L.,  Alvin  T., 


Lucius  E.,  Elmina  L.,  Mary  A.,  Irvin  U.  and  Roy 


sylvania  respectively.  After  marriage  her  parents 


County,  thence  removing  to  Jones  County,  and  in  1 

Op 

1851  located  in  Bowlder  Township,  this  county.  ; 


D.  Orlando  married  Miss  Sadie  Heppler,  and  they 
are  living  in  Keokuk  County,  this  State;  Al¬ 
vin  married  Lucy  Shoemaker,  and  they  live  in 
Washington  County,  Iowa;  Lucius  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Fidesta  Cook,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Bowlder  Township;  Elmina  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Gillilan,  also  a  farmer  of  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship;  Mary  married  Abraham  L.  Buckner,  and 
the}7  are  residents  of  Anamosa;  Irvin  IT.  and  Roy 
reside  at  home.  Mr.  Minehart  has  held  some  of 
the  minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


R.  S.  C.  KOONTZ.  Prominent  among  the 
medical  fraternity  of  Linn  County  and 
a  pioneer  of  1850,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  the 
county  as  well  as  constantly  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  since  coming  here,  is  Dr.  Ivoontz. 
He  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  May  19,  1825,  his 
parents  being  Isaac  and  Sarah  E.  (Carpenter) 
Koontz.  They  were  natives  of  Franklin  and  Lan¬ 
caster  Counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  vocation,  and  moving  to  Lancaster, 
Fairfield  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1800,  he  there  purchased 
400  acres  of  land.  On  this  he  located  with  his 
family,  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  wras 
busily  occupied  in  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen 
calling,  his  death  occuring  in  1861.  His  good  wife 
died  in  1857.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  cereals,  the  father,  in  the  early  settlement  of 
the  county  in  which  he  lived  in  Ohio,  erected  a 
flouring-mill  and  ran  the  same  in  connection  with 
his  farm  duties  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  death. 
He  also  had  a  large  stone  quarry  on  his  farm,  from 
which  he  supplied  stone  for  the  State  buildings, 
canals  and  private  residences.  He  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  German  Reform  Church.  He 
took  a  great  interest  in  church  matters  and  also  in 
the  schools  in  his  county,  was  kind-hearted  and 
benevolent,  almost  to  prodigality,  and  was  never 
known  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  true  charity.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Koontz  was  Emanuel  Carpenter,  one 


of  the  first  settlers  of  Ohio,  he  having  gone  there 
in  1799,  to  make  a  permanent  home  for  himself  and 
family.  He  was  also  one  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  of  that  now  great  and  growing  com¬ 
monwealth.  The  children  of  our  subject’s  parents 
were  eight  in  number,  and  all  have  crossed  the  river 
to  meet  the  silent  majority  on  the  other  shore  with 
the  exception  of  two,  our  subject  and  Angeline. 
The  latter  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  Dennis,  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  a  farmer’s 
boy,  and  made  his  home  with  the  old  folk  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  attend¬ 
ing  the  district  school  and  assisting  in  the  labors 
on  the  farm.  On  attaining  his  eighteenth  year  he 
attended  the  Greenfield  Academy,  in  Ohio,  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  in  that  institution  for  four  years. 
He  then  entered  the  office  of  Drs.  Boerstler  & 
Edwards  at  Lancaster,  the  same  State,  and  faith¬ 
fully  continued  his  studies  under  their  instruction 
for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time 
he  went  to  the  Medical  University  of  Penns}7l vania, 
and  after  two  courses  of  six  months  each,  gradu¬ 
ated  thereform  with  honors  in  1849.  He  imme¬ 
diately  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Pickaway,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  a  resident  for 
a  little  more  than  a  year. 

In  1850,  Dr.  Koontz,  seeking  a  wider  field  in 
which  to  continue  his  practice,  came  to  this  county, 
and  locating  at  Cedar  Rapids  formed  a  partnership 
with  Dr.  S.  D.  Carpenter.  This  continued  for  six 
years,  and  was  then  dissolved,  since  which  time  our 
subject  has  been  in  practice  by  himself.  On  first 
arriving  in  the  county  Dr.  Koontz  took  up  160 
acres  of  land  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  subsequently  added 
thereto  by  purchasing  an  additional  eighty  acres. 
He  erected  a  frame  house  and  also  a  barn  on  the 
place,  and  has  improved  it  until  it  is  now  a  valu¬ 
able  property,  of  which  the  Doctor  is  still  the  pro¬ 
prietor. 

Dr.  Koontz  was  married  the  year  he  came  to 
Iowa  to  Miss  A.  D.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Pierce,  a  native  of  Lancaster,  Ohio.  Of  their 
union  six  children  have  been  born,  five  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Ella  G. ;  Albert  E.,  engaged  as 
postal  clerk  in  the  post-office  at  Cedar  Rapids ;  Mary 
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C. ;  John  S.,  a 
Denver,  Col.,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business. 
In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  City  Recorder,  City  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  Medical  Association,  and  also  the  City 
Medical  Association  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  likewise 
of  the  Union  Medical  Association  of  the  same 
place.  Ilis  residence  is  on  the  corner  of  Third 
avenue  and  Fifth  street,  and  his  office,  Room  3, 
Carpenter  Block. 
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book-keeper;  Samuel  G.,  living  in 


RANK  KUBIAS.  This  gentleman  is  a 
prominent  and  successful  citizen  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Ku- 
bias  <fc  Martiuek,  hardware  merchants,  located  at 
No.  48  First  Street  South.  Mr.  K.  is  a  native 
of  Bohemia,  and  a  fine  representative  of  the  class 
of  people  who  contribute  much  toward  the  early 
development  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  was  born 
Jan.  2,  1854,  his  parents  being  Frank  and  Mary 
(Pyra)  Kubias,  also  natives  of  Bohemia.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  after 
landing  here  proceeded  westward,  crossed  the 
Father  of  Waters,  and  located  in  the  Hawkeye 
State.  Their  first  settlement  was  in  Johnson  County, 
near  Shueyville,  where  they  purchased  a  farm  of 
120  acres  of  unimproved  land,  and  upon  it  erected 
a  log  house.  They  continuously  improved  it  for 
two  years  thereafter,  then  sold,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  nearer  to  the  town  mentioned. 
This  also  was  unimproved  land  and  without  a  habit¬ 
ation.  The  father  built  another  log  house,  im¬ 
proved  and  cultivated  a  portion  of  the  land, 
remained  upon  it  five  y^ears,  then  sold  it  and  re¬ 
moved  into  Shueyville.  He  then  leased  an  interest 
in  a  sawmill  and  a  farm,  and  lived  here  for  about 
seven  years,  when  he  leased  a  tract  of  land  about 
two  miles  from  the  village,  and  was  occupied  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  the  following  two  years. 
He  then  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  went  onto 
another  farm,  where  he  remained  seven  years,  then 
retired  from  active  labor  and  moved  into  the  city, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1882.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother  had  de¬ 
parted  this  life  twelve  years  previously  in  1870. 


To  this  household  had  been  born  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  .deceased.  The  living  are — 
Frank,  Anthony,  Elijah,  Aldrich  and  Adolph. 

The  younger  days  of  the  subject  of  this  biog¬ 
raphy  were  spent  upon  the  farm  in  summer,  and 
attending  school  in  winter,  until  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  He  then  went  into  the  city  and  employed 
his  time  for  the  first  year  in  the  employ  of  a  Mr. 
Beaver,  and  the  year  following  he  was  engaged 
in  the  agricultural  implement  works  of  Averill  & 
Hamilton,  and  afterward 


was  engaged  as  clerk 


in 


the  hardware  store  of  Higly  Bros.,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  seven  years.  He  then  went  into  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  J.  F.  Swab,  hardware  merchant,  where  he 
was  occupied  for  two  years,  and  then  established  a 
hardware  business  for  himself,  in  company  with 
Ignatz  Kopecky.  After  a  year’s  time  they  sold 
out,  and  Mr.  Kubias  then  engaged  with  Swab 
Bros,  as  clerk,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years. 
He  then  purchased  the  hardware  business  of  John 
Batta  &  Son,  and  associated  Mr.  Martiuek  with 
himself  in  partnership,  which  firm  has  continued  to 
operate  the  business  since  1884,  and  they  give  em¬ 
ployment  to  from  three  to  six  men.  Their  business 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  a  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  trade. 

In  1879  Mr.  Kubias  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  M.  Starman,  daughter  of  Frank  Star- 
man,  a  native  of  Bohemia.  Of  this  union  four 
children  have  been  born — Charles,  Fred,  Benjamin 
and  Frank.  They  occupy  a  handsome  residence  at 
No.  400  First  Street  West.  Mr.  Kubias  is  a  reliable 
Democrat,  with  which  party  he  uniformly  casts  his 
vote,  and  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
C.  S.  P.  S.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  an  important  factor 
in  the  business  interests  of  the  city. 
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M.  MARTINEK  is  the  junior  member  of 
the  prosperous  hardware  firm  of  Kubias  & 
Martinek,  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bohemia,  born  May  5,  1859,  and  son  of 
Wentzell  and  Annie  (Hendrich)  Martinek,  both 
natives  of  the  same  country.  They  emigrated 
from  their  native  land  to  America  in  1865,  coming 
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West  immediately  and  locating  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
this  county.  The  father  was  a  farmer  Ly  occupa¬ 
tion,  but  has  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life, 
and  is  now  living  in  the  city  at  No.  317  Seventh 
street.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Joseph  M. ;  Barbara,  now  Mrs.  Charles 
Swab,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Frank,  Wentzell,  Louis 
and  Mary. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  a  practi¬ 
cal  education,  and  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years 
commenced  the  business  of  life.  He  was  first  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  cracker  faetoiy  of  Shaver  &  Dows, 
where  he  remained  four  years.  lie  then  took  up 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  three 
years,  and  abandoned  this  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade 
of  J.  B.  Swab  &  Bros.  He  remained  with  this  firm 
two  years,  then  engaged  to  work  in  the  tinshop  of 
John  Batta  &  Son,  becoming  their  foreman  and 
remaining  with  them  three  years,  until  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  business  of  the  firm,  in  company  with 
his  partner. 

The  marriage  of  J.  M.  Martinek  and  Miss  Annie 
Starman  was  celebrated  in  1833.  Mrs.  M.  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  country  as  her  husband,  and  she 
was  the  daughter  of  Frank  Starman.  The}-  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  children — Clara  and 
Libia. 

Mr.  M.  is  a  wide-awake  business  man,  and  a  pop¬ 
ular  member  of  the  mercantile  circle  of  the  city. 
He  votes  uniformly  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  C.  S. 
P.  S.  His  pleasant  home  is  located  at  No.  313 
Seventh  street. 

eH ARLES  V.  MCCLELLAND,  a  prosperous 
young  farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  is  car¬ 
rying  on  agriculture  on  section  27,  and  meet¬ 
ing  with  success.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies,  on  the  29th  of  July, 
1858.  His  father,  John  McClelland,  was  a  pioneer 
of  Linn  Count}-  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  Franklin  County,  that  State,  Jan.  4,  1824.  He 
was  the  fifth  child  of  the  family  and  fourth  son  of 
Thomas  aud  Margaret  (Downie)  McClelland.  (See 
sketch  of  James  McClelland,  published  elsewhere 


in  this  Album.)  He  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Iowa,  and  they  came  into  Linn  County 
two  years  later.  Here  he  made  his  home  with  his 
father,  and  assisted  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  until 
1849,  and  at  that  time,  with  a  party  of  several 
others,  started  on  an  overland  journey  to  California. 
They  were  equipped  with  ox-teams,  and  carried 
their  provisions  with  them.  After  arriving  in  the 
Golden  State  John  McClelland  entered  the  mining 
regions  and  prospected  for  gold,  but  with  little 
success.  He  then  became  engaged  in  the  cattle 
trade,  purchasing  cattle  from  the  emigrants  as  they 
crossed  the  plains.  He  grazed  these  until  they 
were  suitable  for  slaughter,  and  disposed  of  them 
in  the  mining  regions.  He  remained  thus  occupied 
in  California  until  1851,  and  then  started  on  his 
homeward  journey,  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
the  Island  of  Cuba  and  the  city  of  New  York, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  this  State.  Here  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land,  which  now  con¬ 
stitutes  a  part  of  the  farm  owned  by  his  son.  our 
subject,  Charles  V.  He  lived  here  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Robinson,  until  his  marriage,  when  he  made  a 
permanent  settlement  on  iiis  land.  He  had  in  the 
meantime  erected  a  log  house,  and  soon  after  set¬ 
tling  put  up  a  good  frame  barn.  He  lived  to  im¬ 
prove  a  large  acreage,  and  to  behold  the  surround¬ 
ing  country  dotted  with  smiling  fields  and  growing 
grain. 

After  a  life  of  industry,  and  good  deeds  to  his 
fellow-men,  John  McClelland  departed  this  life,  in 
April,  1877,  leaving  to  his  son  a  heritage  of  an 
honorable  name.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Martha  McCloskey,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
daughter  of  David  and  Polly  (Neely)  McCloskey 
(see  sketch).  She  preceded  her  husband  to  the 
better  land  two  years,  her  death  having  occurred 
Aug.  27,  1875.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  Charles  V.  was  the  eldest  son. 
The  others  were  a  sister,  Mary  L.,  and  a  younger 
brother,  David  E. 

Charles  Y.  McClelland  received  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  which  was  completed  by 
attendance  at  Cornell  College.  He  was  married 
Oct.  10,  1882,  to  Miss  Kate  C.  Owens,  who  was 
born  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  and  was  the  daughter 
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of  Joshua  and  Mary  (Guthrie)  Owens,  pioneers  of 
Cedar  County.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  her  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  of 
excellent  families,  who  were  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  in  their  respective  communities.  Our 
subject  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  after  his 
father’s  death  the  management  of  the  farm  de¬ 
volved  on  him,  and  he  has  since  purchased  the  in¬ 
terest  of  his  brother,  David  E.,  and  the  sister,  Mary 
L.  The  primitive  dwelling  has  been  replaced  by  a 
good  frame  house,  and  other  improvements  have 
succeeded  as  time  and  means  permitted. 

Mr.  McClelland  possesses  the  force  of  character, 
the  industry  and  energy  which  were  the  chief  char¬ 
acteristics  of  his  honored  father.  He  has  made  a 
good  beginning  in  life,  both  socially,  morally  and 
in  a  business  point  of  view,  and  is  a  general  favor¬ 
ite  among  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  The 
prospect  is  fair  for  his  becoming  a  leading  citizen 
and  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his  community. 
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HORYDON  GILCHRIST.  One  of  the  most 
[If  ^  prominent  and  representative  farmers  of 
Linn  County  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
who  is  residing  on  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in 
Grant  Township,  located  on  section  30.  Chorydon 
Gilchrist  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.Y.,  on  the 
•2‘2d  day  of  August,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
M.  and  Elizabeth  (Schoonmaker)  Gilchrist.  Dan¬ 
iel  Gilchrist  was  of  good  old  Scottish  parentage, 
born  in  1800,  in  Argyle,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  five  years  his  junior,  born 
in  1805,  in  Flatbush,  Kings  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died 


while  on  a  visit  to  her  sons  at  Strawberry  Point,  in 


Clayton  Co.,  Iowa,  in  March,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  This  worthy  pair  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was 
Chorydon,  our  subject;  Martin  married  Miss  Sarah 
Leonard ;  Elinore,  a  daughter ;  Warren  married  Hen¬ 
rietta  Roche;  Charles;  Tyler,  who  married  Miss 
3  Nancy  Ball,  of  whom  he  was  deprived  by  death 
several  years  ago. 

The  marriage  of  Chorydon  Gilchrist  and  Miss 
Davis  was  celebrated  in  March,  1857. 


Margaret 
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They  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Lawrence,  Florence  and  Margaret.  Mrs.  Gilchrist 
departed  this  life  March  20,  1863.  She  was  a  native 
of  Tazewell  County,  Ill.  The  following  year  Mr. 
G  ilchrist  formed  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  tak¬ 
ing  for  his  wife  Miss  Rebecca  Leonard;  this  event 
occurred  April  3,  1864.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Gilchrist 
was  born  June  24,  1864,  in  Hunterdon  County,  N. 
J.,  and  by  her  union  with  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
has  become  the  mother  of  three  children — Frank 
M.,  Fred  W.  and  Mary  E.  This  lady  was  a  native 
of  New  Jersey,  and  diedAIarcli  22,  1874. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Gilchrist  selected  another  part¬ 
ner,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Olive  Phelps,  to  whom 
he  was  married  Dec.  21, 1876.  Mrs.  Olive  Gilchrist 
is  a  native  of  Kane  County,  Ill.,  and  was  born  March 
24,  1849.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Gilchrist  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  deceased:  Arthur,  born  June  14, 1878,  died 
Aug.  8,  1879;  Edith,  born  July  4,  1880,  died  May 
5,  1882;  the  last  and  only  living  child  of  the  union 
is  Geraldine,  born  Jan.  29,  1883. 

Chorydon  Gilchrist  came  to  Iowa  in  1856.  He 
made  the  journey  with  a  span  of  horses  and  an  old 
wagon,  in  which  was  loaded  an  old  trunk  contain¬ 
ing  a  few  homespun  “duds.”  He  had  $100  in 
money  in  his  pocket,  and  these  constituted  his 
worldly  possessions.  He  immediately  set  himself 
to  work  to  carve  out  his  fortune,  and  his  natural 
industry  and  frugality  soon  won  him  the  respect  of 
the  early  pioneers  whose  fortunes  he  had  resolved 
to  share.  He  labored  hard,  early  and  late,  saved 
his  money,  and  his  accumulations  soon  enabled  him 
to  invest  in  real  estate.  In  the  year  1874  he  em¬ 


barked  in  the  lumber  and  grain  trade  at  the  small 


but  growing  town  of  Walker,  in  this  county.  He 
dealt  in  grain  for  seven  years,  with  remarkable  suc¬ 
cess,  buying  and  shipping  thousands  of  bushels  of 
grain  and  millions  of  feet  of  lumber,  and  rapidly 
journeyed  on  the  high  road  to  prosperity  and 
wealth.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  grain  trade,  and  turned  over 
the  lumber  business  to  his  son  Lawrence,  who  after¬ 
ward  established  a  new  lumber  business  in  Walker 
and  Center  Point,  which  has  also  resulted  in  great 
success. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  is  a  remarkable  ex- 
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ample  of  what  persevering  industry  may  accom¬ 
plish.  He  started  out  with  a  resolution  of  knowing- 
no  such  word  as  u  fail,”  and  the  result  has  exceeded 
his  anticipations,  and  even  the  predictions  of  his 
friends  who,  from  the  beginning,  watched  his  oper¬ 
ations  with  keen  and  kindly  interest.  His  course 
was  honest  and  upright,  his  transactions  fair  and 
square,  and  he  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  From  that  humble 
beginning  he  steadily  climbed  up  the  ladder,  until 
now  he  is  the  heaviest  tax-payer  in  Grant  Town¬ 
ship.  He  is  the  possessor  of  800  acres  of  land, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  well  cultivated  and  improved. 
He  has  four  sets  of  farm,  buildings,  all  complete 
and  furnished  with  the  necessary  appliances  for  the 
carrying  on  of  agriculture  in  first-class  style.  His 
farms  are  equipped  with  machinery  of  the  latest 
improved  pattern,  there  is  stabling  for  horses  and 
cattle,  immense  granaries  for  the  storage  of  his  prod¬ 
uce,  and  everything  around  and  about  them  indi¬ 
cates  the  execution  of  well-laid  plans  of  a  master 
mind.  He  has  three  large  barns  which  are  consid¬ 
ered  the  very  finest  in  the  county.  No.  1  is  36x76 
feet  in  dimensions,  with  twenty-foot  posts;  No.  2  is 
24x80  feet,  and  is  arranged  principally  for  the  use 
of  cattle;  No.  3  is  32x70  feet,  with  twenty-foot 
posts,  and  is  also  appropriated  for  the  shelter  and 
care  of  stock.  These  three  elegant  structures  stand 
on  the  home  place.  Mr.  Gilchrist  is  largely  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle,  of  which 
he  has  some  very  fine  specimens.  He  is  also  breed¬ 
ing  Poland-China  swine,  and  has  an  experience  of 
twelve  years  in  this  business.  His  main  farm  con¬ 
sists  of  320  acres,  and  is  familiarly  known  as  the 
Maple  Grove  Stock  Farm.  He  has  at  this  time 
some  fine  specimens  of  the  Teaswater  family,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Oscar  Boy,  one  year  old,  of  pure  blood, 
and  four  different  strains  of  cows,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Young  Mary,”  “  Cruikshank,”  “Princess,” 
and  “  Teaswater.”  Oscar  Boy  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  months  weighed  1,100  pounds. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Gilchrist  removed  from  their 
native  State,  in  1832,  to  Canada  West,  and  located 
in  the  town  of  Howard,  where  they  remained  about 
five  years,  and  in  1837  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
De  Kalb  County,  where  the  life  of  the  father  ter¬ 
minated.  The  two  brothers  of  our  subject,  Warren 
.3 


and  Charles,  are  now  living  on  the  old  homestead 
in .  De  Kalb  County.  Another  brother,  Martin,  is 
residing  in  this  county,  and  the  sister,  Elinore,  re¬ 
sides  with  her  brother  Tyler  in  Clayton  County,  this 
State. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gilchrist  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  decided  opinions  t 
upon  this,  as  upon  all  other  leading  questions  of 
the  day,  whether  of  local  or  general  interest.  He 
is  wide-awake,  well  informed,  knows  what  he  be¬ 
lieves,  and  expresses  his  opinions  honestly  and  fear¬ 
lessly.  Religiously  he  inclines  to  the  Universalist 
belief. 

Miss  Florence  Gilchrist,  the  daughter  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  possesses  to  a  great  extent  her  father’s  energy 
and  business  talent,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  breeding  of  poultry,  of  which  she  has  some  fine 
specimens  of  the  Plymouth  Rocks,  Light  Brahmas, 
Partridge  Cochins,  and  Bronze  turkeys.  Misses 
Florence  and  Maggie  are  also  largely  interested  in 
a  fine  flock  of  Cotswold  and  Southdown  sheep. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Gilchrist’s  residence 
is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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Y~\  ICHOLAS  B.  BROWN.  The  late  Nicholas 
[  jj  B.  Brown  was  a  highly  respected  and  rep- 
T  resentative  pioneer  and  extensive  business 
man  of  Linn  County,  and  deserves  a  prominent 
place  among  the  best  class  of  people  who  ever 
graced  the  records  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in 
Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  July  10,  1814,  and  was  the 
son  of  John  Brown.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  coming  into  the  Territory  as 
eai'ly  as  1840,  and  made  permanent  settlement  in 
this  county  in  October  of  that  year.  Thus,  by  his 
early  advent  into  this  district,  while  the  country 
presented  to  the  eye  of  the  enchanted  beholder  the 
beauty  of  Nature’s  handiwork  unmarred  by  the 
hand  of  man,  he  is  justly  a  pioneer.  He  was  an 
enterprising  man,  and  a  most  valuable  acquisition 
to  a  new  settlement.  He  immediately  set  about 
the  building  of  a  sawmill  at  Bertram,  which  occu¬ 
pied  his  time  during  the  jrear  1840  and  a  portion 
of  the  year  following.  During  this  period  he  did 
not  let  pass  the  golden  opportunity  of  procuring 
some  of  the  cheap  lands  for  sale  in  the  county,  but 
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being  sagacious  and  far-seeing,  purchased  a  large 
tract  where  the  flourishing  city  of  Cedar  Rapids 
now  stands.  In  18-11  he  commenced  building  the 
first  dam  across  the  Cedar  River,  at  a  point  where 
Cedar  Rapids  was  since  built.  This  work  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1842,  and  from  that  time  he  was  ever  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  development  of  one  of  the 
most  thrifty  cities  in  the  Northwest. 

From  1842  until  1877  Mr.  Brown  was  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  milling,  manufacturing,  merchan- 
real  estate,  together  with  the  erection 
a  sawmill,  woolen-mill,  etc.  He  built  several 
brick  blocks  in  Cedar  Rapids,  also  residences,  and 
also  the  Brown  Hotel  in  that  city,  now  known  as 
the  Southern.  He  was  an  extensive  business  oper¬ 
ator,  and  one  of  the  largest  real-estate  owners  in 
the  city.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  and  was  a  gentleman  possessed 
of  that  energy  and  determination,  combined  with 
good  judgment,  which  never  fails  to  bring  success. 
We  quote  from  a  Cedar  Rapids  paper  in  regard  to 
him;  u  He  was  the  first  man  on  the  ground,  and, 
1  although  others  did  much  toward  directing  hither 
the  stream  of  emigration,  Mr.  Brown  was  a  faithful 
and  indefatigable  laborer  in  developing  the  natural 

He  had  unbounded  faith 

o  * 

in  the  future  of  the  city ,  and  always  manifested 
his  faith  by  putting  every  dollar  he  made  into  im¬ 
provements  for  the  general  advantage  of  all  who 
were  striving  to  build  up  the  city.” 

Mr.  Brown  was,  in  addition  to  being  a  first-class 
business  man,  a  strictly  moral  and  upright  one. 
He  was  a  firm  believer  in  the  tenets  promulgated 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  if  he  knew 
nothing  good  of  a  man  he  was  never  known  to 
speak  meanly  about  him.  Socially  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  Mayors  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
usan  Emery,  May  8,  1852.  She  was  a  daughter 
f  Nathan  and  Cornelia  (Broadliead)  Emery,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living.  To  Mr.  and 
HlMrs.  Brown  were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased.  Those  living  are  Nathan  E.  and 
Harry  T. 

Mr.  Brown  departed  this  life  Sept.  16,  1880, 
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mourned  as  a  kind  father,  a  loving  husband,  and  a 
generous,  warm-hearted  neighbor,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  Linn  County.  His  widow 
yet  survives,  and  -is  residing  on  the  comer  of  A 
avenue  and  Sixth  street,  in  a  fine  brick  residence 
which  she  built  in  1884.  She  is  a  consistent  Christ¬ 
ian  woman. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Brown,  which  we  give  in 
connection  with  this  sketch,  will  be  welcomed  by 
all  his  pioneer  co-laborers  who  are  yet  living,  and 
will  be  regarded  with  great  interest  by  the  young 
and  future  generations  as  the  face  of  one  of  the 
most  worthy  and  indefatigable  laborers  in  laying 
the  foundation  upon  which  the  present  prosperity, 
not  only  of  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  but  of  the 
State,  rests. 
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OHN  STEWART.  The  subject  of  this  brief 
history  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Linn  County,  and  one  of  the  number, 
so  many  of  whom  have  passed  away,  who 
are  regarded  with  a  large  degree  of  the  reverence 
which  we  give  to  those  who  seem  removed  from  us 
by  a  life  materially  different  from  that  lived  at  the 
present  day.  Mr.  Stewart  came  to  the  Hawkeye 
State  while  it  was  in  its  infancy  and  before  the 
march  of  civilization  had  given  any  intimation  of 
the  future  to  which  it  has  attained.  To  this  condi¬ 
tion  he,  with  the  other  old  settlers,  has  materially 
contributed,  and  in  common  with  them  he  may 
pride  himself  upon  what  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  efforts  of  a  few  noble-spirited  and  enterprising 
men. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  native  of  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
born  Feb.  2,  1807.  His  father,  James  Stewart,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  of  honorable  Scotch  ancestry, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  America  when  a  boy 
of  seven  years  of  age.  They  made  their  first  settle¬ 
ment  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  whence  they  removed 
to  Kentucky  in  1795.  They  remained  there  but  a 
few  years,  and  then  sought  a  home  among  the  Ohio 
hills,  where  they  established  themselves  and  remained 
until  1816,  when  they  moved  to  Indiana,  where  the 
father  died.  The  mother  died  here.  The  father 
was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  arrived  at 
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years  of  manhood  the  conflict  came  on  between  the 
}i|s  colonies  and  the  mother  country.  Fired  with  pat¬ 
riotic  zeal  he  became  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
and  did  good  service  until  the  close  of  the  struggle 
and  the  colonies  had  declared  themselves  independ¬ 
ent.  He  then  moved  with  his  parents  to  Kentucky, 
and  afterward  to  Pickaway  Plains,  in  the  Territory 
of  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  land  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  commenced  to  improve  it.  It  was  an 
unhealthy  locality,  however,  and  after  five  years  he 
disposed  of  his  property  and  removed  to  Adams 
County,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers  there.  lie 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  and  erected  a  log  cabin, 
but  his  stay  here  was  destined  to  be  comparatively 
brief.  He  was  not  contented  with  his  surroundings 
or  the  prospects  for  the  future,  and  succeeded  in 
selling  out.  He  then  removed  to  Indiana  in  the 
year  1816,  and  settled  twenty  miles  from  the  In¬ 
dian  boundary  in  Dearborn  County.  He  purchased 
timber  land,  cleared  and  cultivated  it,  established  a 
home  there,  and  there  his  life  terminated  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1831.  During  these  wanderings  he  had 
been  accompanied  by  his  faithful  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  McKellan.  She  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  departed  this  life  in  1853.  She  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
US  ject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eighth  child,  and  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family. 

John  Stewart  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Indi¬ 
ana  and  located  in  Dearborn  County.  He  remained 
at  home,  asssisting  in  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and 
obtaining  what  education  he  could  at  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  schools.  After  arriving  at  years  of  manhood 
he  began  to  long  for  something  better  than  he  had 
known,  and  hoped  that  by  crossing  the  Mississippi 
he  could  better  his  condition,  financially  and  other¬ 
wise.  In  the  meantime  he  had  formed  family  and  do¬ 
mestic  ties,  having  married  Miss  Catharine  Boyd  in 
Indiana  in  1829,  and  their  union  had  been  blest  by 
the  birth  of  four  children.  In  October,  1837,  he 
started  on  his  journey  westward,  being  equipped 
with  four  horses  and  a  wagon,  and  such  household 
gocdsand  provisions  as  they  judged  would  be  nec¬ 
essary  for  their  comfort  during  the  journey.  He 
stopped  in  Putnam  County,  Ill.,  where  he  remained 
until  the  following  September,  and  then  resumed 


his  journey  westward.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi, 
coming  into  this  State,  and  decided  to  locate  inj 
Linn  County.  The  land  had  not  been  surveyed  at 
this  time,  but  he  nevertheless  made  a  claim  which 
was  afterward  included  in  sections  8  and  17,  when] 
the  survey  was  effected.  He  built  a  log  house,  and 
moved  into  it  before  the  roof  was  completed  or  a 
floor  laid.  His  family  cheerfull}'  assisted  and  sus¬ 
tained  him  in  his  labors,  and  in  the  following  spring 
he  put  in  a  crop  of  grain.  His  first  load  of  produce 
was  taken  to  Muscatine,  a  distance  of  forty-eight 
miles,  and  the  round  trip  occupied  three  days’  time. 
But  he  pursued  his  course  steadily  under  every  dis¬ 
advantage  and  discouragement,  entered  his  claim  of 
160  acres  at  the  land-office  in  Marion,  and  estab¬ 
lished  himself  as  a  resident  of  the  locality,  and  has 
remained  there  up  to  the  present  time.  He  has 
added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the 
possessor  of  240  acres  of  land,  all  under  improve¬ 
ment,  with  good  fences  and  a  fine  tract  of  pasture. 
A  comfortable  frame  dwelling  has  been  substituted 
for  the  humble  log  cabin,  and  he  has  a  large  barn 
with  a  substantial  stone  basement.  The  place  is  also 
supplied  with  stables  and  outhouses,  and  all  the  ap¬ 
pliances  necessary  for  conducting  a  first-class  farm 
in  a  systematic  manner. 

To  the  household  of  Mr.  Stewart  and  his  wife 
were  born  seven  more  children  after  their  arrival  in 
Iowa,  four  of  whom  have  passed  to  the  silent  land. 
The  survivors  are :  Robert  B.,  Sarah,  Mary  A., 
Margaret,  Eliza,  Agnes,  Meribah,  William  and 
James.  The  affectionate  wife  and  mother  entered 
into  rest  Dec.  5,  1870.  She  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  held  in  kindly 
remembrance  by  all  who  knew  her.  '  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Stewart  took  place  Aug.  20,  1872, 
when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  a 
native  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Esther  (Selfridge)  Smith, 
and  was  born  in  February,.  1831. 

An  elder  brother  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  his  eldest  son,  Robert,  was  in 
the  service  of  his  country  during  the  late  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Stewart  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  citizen  whose  moral 
worth  and  upright  business  principles  are  recognized 
wherever  he  is  known.  He  has  watched  with  great 
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H  awkeye  State,  and  has  proudly  contributed  his 
share  toward  bringing  it  to  the  position  which  it 
holds  among  the  younger  States  of  the  Union. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Stewart’s  residence 
is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 
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RS.  MARY  I.  MASON,  an  honored  and 
esteemed  lady  of  Franklin  Township,  was 
in  earlier  days  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  and  assisted  in  molding  the  character  of 
many  a  younger  resident  of  Linn  County.  She  is 
a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  having  been  born  in 
Rowe,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  Dec.  8,  1822.  Her 
father,  Araunah  Ide,  was  a  native  of  Attleboro, 
Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  and  was  born  Sept.  11,  1787. 
Her  grandfather,  John  Ide,  was  also  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  After  the  close  of  his  military  service  he 
located  in  Franklin  County,  and  died  there  in  1824. 
He  married  Miss  Nancy  Short,  a  native  of  Norton, 
Mass. ;  she  survived  her  husband  twenty-four  years, 
and  died  in  the  home  which  he  had  made  for  them, 
in  1848. 

Araunah  Ide,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Mary  I.  Mason, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  was 
reared  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  He  removed  to 
Rowe  with  his  parents,  and  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Olive  Gleason,  a  native  of  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sallie  (Good- 
enough)  Gleason.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers 
of  Rowe.  Mrs.  Mason’s  father  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  Rowe,  and  died  there  March  14,  1843. 
Her  mother  had  died  previously,  in  April,  1831. 

Mrs.  Mason  was  a  child  of  only  nine  years  when 
she  was  deprived  of  a  mother’s  care  and  affection. 
tl  due  time  her  father  contracted  a  second  mar- 
She  remained  with  her  father  and  step- 
other,  and  was  educated  m  the  public  schools, 
ompleting  her  studies  with  a  year’s  attendance  at 
the  Normal  School  at  Westfield.  She  began  teach¬ 
ing  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen,  her  first  exper¬ 
ience  being  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Bennington  Counties.  Yt.  She  came  to 
Iowa  in  December,  1855,  alone,  and  engaged  at  her 


chosen  occupation  in  Franklin  Township.  She  re¬ 
mained  thus  employed  until  Sept.  29,  1850,  the 
date  of  her  marriage  to  Levi  Homer  Mason. 

Ruben  Mason,  father  of  Levi  Mason,  was  born 
Aug.  7,  1800,  at  Hamden,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. 
S.  Maria  Maxwell,  his  wife,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1803, 
at  Argyle,  Washington  County,  the  same  State. 
Philip  Maxwell,  her  father,  moved  to  Delaware 
County  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood  where 
Robert  Mason,  father  of  Ruben,  lived,  and  the 
families  were  well  acquainted.  The  marriage  of 
Ruben  and  S.  Maria  occurred  Nov.  30,  1821.  Levi 
II.  was  born  July  29,  1822,  at  Delhi,  Delaware  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  his  parents  lived  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  they  removed  to  Armenia 
Township,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.  At  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen  Levi  entered  the  Academy  at  Troy,  when  he 
was  advised  by  a  minister  to  go  to  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  to  teach,  which  business  proved  quite 
profitable  to  him.  In  1845  he  came  to  Linn  County, 
and  suffered  greatly  from  sickness,  but  finally  re¬ 
gained  his  health,  and  in  1846-47  was  married  to 
Eunice  Ann  Smith,  daughter  of  Josephus  Smith, 
and  settled  one  mile  south  of  Mt.  Vernon.  His 
parents  and  four  brothers  came  in  1854,  and  found 
their  son  to  be  quite  a  prominent  man  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  At  the  following  election  he  was  chosen 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  and  moved  to  Marion.  His 
wife  died  the  winter  after  moving  there,  leaving 
three  girls;  the  fourth  was  buried  with  her  mother 
at  Mt.  Vernon.  Emily  A.,  the  only  one  living,  is 
the  wife  of  John  W.  Coombes,  who  lives  in  Marion 
Township. 

Mr.  Mason’s  death  occurred  July  21,  1863.  Four 
children  blest  his  union  with  our  subject,  of  whom 
only  two  are  living:  Carrie  Estella  is  the  wife  of 
H.  A.  Moon,  and  lives  in  Sedgwick  County,  Kan. ; 
Kate  Anna  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  College,  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  also  of  the  Woman’s  Medical  College 
of  Chicago,  from  which  she  received  her  diploma 
in  the  spring  of  1885.  She  is  now  located  in  Well¬ 
ington,  Sumner  Co.,  Kan. 

In  1855  Mr.  Mason  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Linn 
County,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  position  in 
1857,  thus  being  Sheriff  for  the  term  of  four  years. 
Mr.  Mason  went  into  the  army  May  13,  1863,  as 
Quartermaster  for  the  31st  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
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served  witli  great  credit  until  the  20th  of  July  fol¬ 
lowing  his  enlistment,  at  which  time  he  was  brought 
home  on  account  of  that  dread  disease,  chronic 
diarrhea,  and  died  the  next  morning  after  his  re¬ 
turn. 

Mr.  Mason’s  education  was  principally  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  in  New  York  State  and  later 
in  Bradford  County,  Pa.  He  was  a  great  student, 
and  was  continually  reading,  and  thus  obtained 
great  information,  which  his  retentive  memory  put 
to  good  use.  He  was  held  in  the  very  highest  es¬ 
teem  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  Linn  County  lost  a 
valuable  citizen  by  his  death. 

Mrs.  Mason  is  a  highly  intelligent  and  accom¬ 
plished  lady,  well  known  and  greatly  respected  in 
Franklin  Township.  When  she  came  to  Linn 
County  as  a  teacher  the  school  system  presented  a 
vast  difference  to  the  educational  facilities  of  the 
present  day.  Even  at  that  early  day,  as  a  teacher, 
she  was  considered  to  be  quite  in  advance  of  her 
time,  and  brought  into  her  district  many  new  ideas 
and  practices  which  were  highly  approved  of,  and 
her  example  was  followed  b}r  man}'* of  her  fellow 
instructors.  She  is  yet  remembered  with  great 
affection  by  her  own  pupils,  a  few  of  whom  have 
settled  around  her  and  call  to  memory  the  olden 
days  with  deep  and  affectionate  pleasure. 


&HOMAS  WILSON,  deceased.  This  gentle¬ 
man  was  one  of  Linn  County’s  most  valued 
citizens,  whose  place  it  will  be  difficult  to 
fill.  He  died  at  his  home  in  College  Township, 
May  25,  1872,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  His 
name  was  a  familiar  one  throughout  the  county,  he 
having  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and  a 
man  whose  character  was  above  reproach.  He  was 
an  earnest  and  sincere  Christian,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
which  organization  he  was  identified  for  many 
years,  both  as  a  lay  member  and  an  officer,  and 
holding  other  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust. 
To  this  society  his  death  is  an  almost  irreparable 
loss,  for  he  was  looked  up  to  in  confidence  as  a  wise 
counselor  and  disinterested  friend. 

Thomas  Wilson  was  born  May  5,  1815,  and  was 


a  native  of  New  Jersey.  The  name  of  his  father 
was  John  Wilson;  he  was  a  native  of  New  England, 
and  his  ancestry  were  natives  of  this  country  for  at 
least  the  space  of  three  centuries,  and  farther  back 
trace  their  lineage  to  Scotland.  John  Wilson  con¬ 
tracted  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  a  New  Jersey 
lady,  Miss  Elizabeth  Martin,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  eleven  children,  Thomas  Wilson,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  being  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth.  They  carried  on  the  peaceful  occupation  of 
agriculture,  and  when  Thomas  was  a  child  of  three 
years  his  parents  cast  their  eyes  westward  and  de¬ 
termined  to  seek  their  fortunes  among  the  hills  of 
the  Bucke}re  State.  They  selected  Belmont  County 
for  their  location,  and  upon  a  farm  there  followed 
their  vocation  for  a  number  of  years.  Previous  to 
his  marriage,  the  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Quaker  community,  but  marrying  outside  of  the 
communit}r,  was  obliged  to  surrender  his  claims  as 
a  member  of  this  organization.  He  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  and  his  life  terminated  in  Belmont  County, 
as  did  also  that  of  the  mother,  when  she  was  well 
stricken  in  years. 

Thomas  Wilson  remained  with  his  parents  in 
Belmont  County  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
Aug.  15,  1842,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Sarah  Livingston.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  born  in  Fayette  County,  Nov.  8, 1815.  When 
seven  years  of  age,  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
Ohio,  and  they  settled  in  Belmont  County  while 
the  country  in  that  vicinity  was  but  a  wilderness. 
The  land  was  covered  with  a  growth  of  heavy  tim¬ 
ber,  and  wild  game  was  plentiful.  This,  however, 
suited  the  disposition  of  her  family,  who  were  pe¬ 
culiarly  quiet  in  their  tastes,  and  they  really  en- 
joyed  the  solitude  amid  which  they  lived.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Wilson  was  Cyrus  Livingston,  and 
the  maiden  name  of  her  mother,  Berthenia  Taylor. 
The  latter,  like  her  husband,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Pennsylvania.  She  came  to  Ohio  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  and  died  in  Belmont  County,  Sept.  7,  1844. 
After  her  decease  the  father  came  west,  making  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Wilson,  where  he 
died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-eight 
years. 

Mrs.  Wilson  lived  under  the  parental  roof,  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  home  duties,  until  her  marriage  with 
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our  subject.  She  came  west  with  her  husband  in 
March,  1851,  the  trip  being  made  partly  by  water 
and  partly  overland.  Mr.  Wilson  purchased  of 
the  Government  160  acres  of  land,  and  this  consti¬ 
tuted  the  homestead  where  he  passed  his  life,  and 
where  his  decease  took  place.  It  was  a  wild  and 
unbroken  tract  of  land  when  he  took  possession  of 
it.  Their  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  broke  the  first  land  on  section  15,  in 
this  township.  The  site  was  then  near  what  was 
designated  as  Pilot  Grove,  a  high  ridge  of  land, 
which  constituted  a  mark  or  “  pilot  ”  for  the  early 
traveler  through  the  county,  and  in  the  early  days 
was  frequently  occupied  as  a  camping-place  by  the 
Indians.  Mr.  Wilson  was  compelled  to  haul  his 
lumber  a  great  distance  to  build  his  first  house, 
steammills  being  then  almost  unknown,  and  the 
country  over  which  he  came  nearly  pathless.  From 
its  wild  and  primitive  condition,  he  lived  to  see  a 
prosperous  community  grow  up  around  him,  and 
the  march  of  civilization  not  only  approaching  him, 
but,  in  the  course  of  time,  passing  far  beyond.  He 
was  well  fitted  for  the  duties  and  obligations  of  a 
pioneer,  for  upon  the  men  who  first  made  settle¬ 
ment  in  this  wild  country  depended  the  extent  and 
rapidity  of  its  growth  and  progress.  He  industri¬ 
ously  labored  to  improve  his  farm,  and  increased 
his  acreage  as  time  progressed  and  his  means  per¬ 
mitted.  The  location  proved  a  fortunate  one,  and 
the  homestead  is  now  surrounded  by  other  fine 
farms  and  all  the  evidences  of  modern  thrift  and 
luxury. 

Eight  children  came  to  brighten  the  home  of  this 
worthy  pair,  only  three  of  whom  survived  to  be  a 
comfort  to  their  parents.  Since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Mrs.  Wilson  has  resided  with  her  son 
John,  who  is  now  the  main  possessor  of  the  home¬ 
stead.  This  kindly  old  lady  retains  her  physical 
«  and  mental  powers  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  is 
regarded  with  warm  and  kindly  affection  by  the 
friends  and  neighbors  among  whom  she  has  passed 
,■  the  greater  part  of  her  life.  Of  her  children,  John 
M.  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  edu- 
i!'jggg.yi  cated  at  Western  College,  in  College  Township. 
He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Ellen  R.  Eastman,  which  occurred  Sept.  9,  1870. 
She  was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Ohio, 


in 


born  Feb.  14,  1845.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  Linn  County.  Her  father, 
Timothy  R.  Eastman,  was  born  in  Windsor  Coun¬ 
ty,  Vt.,  in  1807,  and  removed  with  his  mother  and 
her  family  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  the  death  of 
his  father  having  occurred  when  he  was  a  child  of 
two  years  old.  At  that  early  day  the  facilities  for 
education  were  very  limited,  but  the  mother  early 
discovered  that  her  son  was  inclined  to  be  studious, 
and  she  accordingly  encouraged  this  taste  by  every 
means  in  her  power.  He  traveled  long  distances 
to  the  nearest  schools,  where  he  spent  the  day,  and 
at  night,  by  the  light  of  burning  pine  knots,  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies,  which  in  time  became  of  a  highly 
scientific  nature.  In  his  reading  he  developed  a 
taste  for  the  very  best  books  which  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  embracing  history,  philosophy,  and  biog¬ 
raphies  of  the.  good  and  great.  Arriving  at  the 
age  of  manhood,  he  married  INI iss  Elizabeth  Gould, 
a  descendant  from  the  celebrated  Alden  family, 
who  came  over  with  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  the 
Mayflower.  She  was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  that  place.  Of  this  genial  union  were  born 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  their  parents  and  became  accomplished 
teachers.  Under  the  early  encouragement  of  his 
mother,  and  the  later  encouragement  of  an  accom¬ 
plished  and  refined  wife,  Mr.  Eastman  became  a 
finely  educated  man,  a  teacher,  and  for  two  years 
Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Linn  County.  He 
was  a  Normal  instructor,  and  taught  in  the  various 
institutes  where  the  teachers  of  the  county  assem¬ 
bled  to  receive  instruction  in  the  best  methods  of 
conducting  the  institutions  of  learning  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  country  districts.  This  gentleman  died  in  Ma¬ 
rion  in  1876.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  in  his 
community,  and  highly  respected  both  for  his  cul¬ 
tivation  of  jnind  and  his  genial  disposition.  The 
accomplished  wife  of  this  gentleman  survived  her 
husband  but  three  years,  dying  in  1879.  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
son  received  her  education  under  the  careful  in¬ 
struction  of  her  father,  and  by  her  accomplishments 
does  great  honor  to  her  revered  teacher.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  she  became  engaged  as  a 
teacher,  which  calling  she  pursued^  successfully  for 
thirty  terms.  She  was  considered  a  most  excel- 
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lent  instructor,  and  was  very  popular.  By  the 
union  of  this  lady  with  John  Wilson,  she  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  two  children — Thomas  E.  and 
Raymond  E.  She  takes  an  interest  in  the  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  of  her  husband,  and  assists  him  ma¬ 
terially  in  his  operations  on  the  homestead,  which 
are  conducted  successfully,  and  in  a  manner  re¬ 
flecting  great  credit  upon  him  as  a  practical  farmer 
and  manager  of  important  interests. 

The  remaining  members  of  the  family  are,  Phillip 
M.,  who  now  resides  in  Humboldt,  and  is  engaged 
in  the  livery  business ;  he  married  Miss  Carrie  Ben¬ 
jamin.  Robert  R.  is  a  newspaper  man,  and  editor 
of  the  Aurora  at  Avalon,  Mo.;  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Singley.  They  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  this 
son  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 


ylLLIAM  H.  MILLIGAN,  of  College  Town¬ 
ship,  Linn  County,  is  a  prominent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  and  stock-raiser-,  occupying 
a  finely  improved  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  15. 
He  located  here  in  1876,  and  at  once  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  the  county,  and  has 
become  one  of  its  best  citizens,  aiding  and  main¬ 
taining  it  in  its  present  position  among  the  first- 
class  communities  of  the  State.  In  former  years 
Mr.  Milligan  operated  a  farm  on  section  24,  upon 
rented  land,  and  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  in  1882,  and  upon  which  he  had  operated  as 
a  tenant  for  six  years  previous.  It  is  but  natural 
that  he  should  experience  great  satisfaction  in  the 
reflection  that  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  those 
acres  upon  which  he  labored  so  hard  and  inces¬ 
santly  in  order  to  establish  a  home  for  himself  in 
the  future. 

Mr.  Milligan  is  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  Jan.  14, 1845.  His  father,  John  Mil¬ 
ligan,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  county 
as  his  son.  Shortly  after  the  birth  of  his  son,  John 
Milligan  went  with  his  father,  William  Milligan,  to 
Adams  County,  Ohio,  taking  with  him  his  family, 
and  there  our  subject  lived  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  He  returned  to  his  native  county,  and 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Smith,  a 
sister  of  John  Smith,  of  College  Township,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  thisL||= 
volume.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Milligan  died  in 
Brown  County  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  nearly  forty-  gig} 
three  years.  The  father  subsequently  married  Miss  j  |T 
Marinda  Womacks,  and  they  both  now  reside  in  jj 
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Brown  County,  retired  from  the  more  active  duties Cwp 
of  life.  Their  lives  were  spent  in  the  peaceful  oc-  !{] 
cupation  of  farming,  and  they  are  esteemed  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  community. 

While  our  subject  was  still  living  in  his  father’s 
house  and  a  youth  of  nineteen  years,  the  difficul¬ 
ties  between  the  North  and  South  began  to  assume 
alarming  proportions,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
strife,  after  rebel  guns  had  been  turned  against  Ft. 
Sumter,  with  patriotic  ardor  he  proffered  his  serv¬ 
ices  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  Co.  A,  70th  Ohio 
Yol.  Inf.,  which  became  attached  to  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  With  his  regiment  he  participated 
in  many  active  engagements,  among  which  were  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Chattanooga,  Dalton, 
the  engagements  at  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Peach-Iree 
Creek,  New  Hope  Church,  Atlanta,  and  many 
others,  going  all  through  the  campaign,  and  being 
wounded  once  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  vhich 
disabled  him  from  service  for  four  months.  Upon 
his  recover}'  he  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  remained 
with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  an  hon¬ 
orable  discharge,  being  mustered  out  at  Little  Rock, 

Ark.,  Aug.  26,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  his  military  career  he  returned 
to  his  father’s  house  in  Ohio,  and  was  soon  there 
after  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  Reeves,  i|gp 
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their  union  occurring  May  26,  1867.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Mahala  (Burdin)  Reeves, 
and  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  27, 
1850.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
is  yet  living  in  the  aforesaid  county.  The  mother 
died  there  Aug.  3,  1883.  Mrs.  Milligan  remained 
at  the  parental  homestead  until  her  marriage.  By 
her  union  with  Mr.  Milligan  she  is  the  mother  of 
two  children,  of  whom  Ella  is  deceased,  and  the 
other  child  is  a  son,  John  S.,  born  May  17,  1870. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  remained  in  Brown  County  two 
years  after  their  marriage.  They  then  emigrated 
to  Iowa,  from  whose  fertile  fields  glowing  accounts 
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had  reached  them  as  to  its  rapid  growth  and  the  su¬ 
perior  advantages  offered  to  the  enterprising  farmer. 
They  made  their  first  location  in  Marion  County, 
resided  there  about  six  months,  then  moved  to  Linn 
County,  College  Township,  upon  the  site  of  their 
present  home,  and  have  become  among  the  most 
highly  esteemed  and  valued  residents  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mr.  M.  is  one  of  the  Township  Trustees, 
is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  politics,  a  solid  and 
conscientious  Republican. 

ffiOHN  W.  M<  CLINTICK.  One  of  the  fore¬ 
most  fanners  of  Linn  County,  as  well  as  ex¬ 
tensive  land-owners,  and  prominent  and  re¬ 
liable  citizens,  is  John  W.  McClintick,  who 
is  residing  on  section  4,  Fayette  Township.  His 
parents  were  Alexander  and  Mary  (Car)  McClin¬ 
tick,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the  latter 
of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  of  Irish  descent. 
After  the  parents  were  married  they  made  settle¬ 
ment  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  whence  they 

After  living  there 


removed  to  Ross  County,  Ohio. 


for  ten  years  they  went  to  Madison  County,  Ind., 
__  where  she  died  in  August,  1823.  Mr.  McClintick 
wTas  again  married,  Barbara  Young  being  the  other 
contracting  party ;  there  were  no  children  of  this 
union.  She  died  after  about  six  years  of  married 
life,  and  our  subject’s  father  was  married  a  third 
time,  Mrs.  Barbara  Wise  becoming  his  wife,  lie 
outlived  her,  and  departed  this  life  in  Madison 
fpr^jl  Count}^,  Ind.,  in  the  fall  of  1858.  Of  his  union 
with  Miss  Car,  our  subject’s  mother,  thirteen  cliil- 
i  j;  dren,  six  sons  and  seven  daughters  were  born. 

0;:!E  The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  twelfth  in 
Ml  order  of  birth.  He  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  17,  1817,  and  was  four  years  of  age  when  his 
„  parents  removed  to  Madison  County,  Ind.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  those  early 
}  days  school  privileges  were  exceedingly  limited. 
He  continued  to  live  at  home  until  1835,  when,  be¬ 
ing  unjustly  treated  regarding  the  division  of  the 
property  of  his  father,  who  owned  a  goodly  estate, 
young  McClintick  cogitated  the  idea  of  going  forth 


to  fight  life’s  battle  alone.  While 


t? 

at  work  in  the 


harvest  field  he  had  an  opportunity  of  engaging 


himself,  in  company  with  another  young  man  by 
the  name  of  Hiram  Wise,  to  assist  in  driving  a 
drove  of  cattle  from  Madison  County,  Ind.,  to 
near  Lancaster,  Pa.  He  accepted  the  position,  and 
on  arriving  at  his  destination  and  receiving  his 
pay,  at  once  proceeded,  in  company  with  his  friend, 
to  Westmoreland  County,  Fa.,  to  visit  his  grand¬ 
parents.  After  his  visit  he  hired  to  work  out  in  a 
lime  factory,  his  companion  returning  to  Madison 
County.  Our  subject  remained  in  that  employ¬ 
ment  about  a  month,  when  he  went  on  foot  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  He  had  been  in  the  city  but  a  short  time, 
when  he  was  met  on  the  street  by  an  Englishman, 
who  was  in  search  of  good  hands  to  accompany  sev¬ 
eral  boats  loaded  with  coal  to  New  Orleans.  Mr. 
McClintick  engaged  to  go,  and  received  for  the 
trip  $40.  This  was  in  1835,  and  it  took  about  six 
weeks  to  make  the  trip.  When  the  cargo  was  dis¬ 
charged,  our  subject  received  his  wages  with  the 
kind  and  good  advice,  “  to  be  a  good  boy,  and 
keep  out  of  bad  company.”  He  decided  to  re¬ 
main  in  New  Orleans,  and  did  so  for  several 
months,  being  employed  on  the  levee,  but  the  sickly 
season  came  on  in  August,  and  our  subject  not  be¬ 
ing  acclimated,  he  concluded  to  leave  there.  On 
the  10th  of  August,  1836,  he  turned  his  back  on 
the  Crescent  City,  and  took  a  boat  for  Cincinnati. 
He  had  saved  since  he  left  home  about  $200,  be¬ 
sides  a  sufficient  amount  to  pay  his  expenses  to 
Cincinnati. 

Mr.  McClintick  remained  in  Cincinnati  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  went  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
and  from  there  via  Sciota  River  to  Ross  County, 
that  State,  his  native  home.  He  there  found  a 
pleasant  stopping-place  with  his  relations,  and  en¬ 
gaged  with  a  Capt.  Starks  on  the  canal,  being  thus 
engaged  for  a  month  or  so,  after  which  he  chopped 
wood,  and  was  engaged  in  the  latter  occupation 
until  December,  1836.  He  then  determined  to  pay 
a  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Madison  County,  Ind. 
Accordingly  he  set  out  on  foot  with  his  bundle  of 
clothing,  and  made  the  trip  in  about  eight  days. 
Remaining  at  home  during  that  winter  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring,  he  concluded  that  he  would  go  to 
school,  but  after  eleven  days’  attendance,  he,  like 
many  other  young  men  who  have  the  opportunity 
afforded  them,  refused  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
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:  abandoned  the  idea  that  an  education  was  necessary 
:  to  success,  for  which  decision  he  has  oft-times  been 
HI  sorry. 

i  2  It  was  about  this  time  that  our  subject  purchased 

l  ^ 

i:;  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in  Madison  County, 
Jig  Ind.  April  11,  1837,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sa¬ 
if  :  rah  Elliott,  a  daughter  of  Mills  and  Elizabeth  (Ar- 
jig  boghast)  Elliott.  She  was  born  in  Clarke  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  13,  1818.  For  two  years  after  mar¬ 
riage  our  subject  worked  his  father’s  farm  on  shares, 
in  company  with  his  brother  James.  He  afterward 
rented  a  farm  for  one  season,  and  during  the  mean¬ 
time  made  some  small  improvements  on  his  own 
land.  In  the  fall  of  1839  he  determined  to  leave 
Indiana,  and  accordingly  removed  to  Illinois,  after 
making  a  sale  of  his  personal  property  and  dispos¬ 
ing  of  his  crops,  and  settled  in  Fulton  County, 
where  he  worked  rented  land  for  a  time.  Having 
met  with  a  serious  accident,  by  cutting  his  leg  with 
an  ax,  and  owing  to  the  death  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  being  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  adventure, 
he  left  Illinois  and  came  to  Iowa.  He  set  out  on 
foot,  his  customary  mode  of  traveling,  and  cross¬ 
ing  the  Mississippi  River  at  New  Boston,  he  started 
for  Marion,  and  safely  arrived  at  his  destination 
June  12,  1840,  and  consequently  may  be  classed  as 
one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Linn  County. 

After  spending  one  night  at  Marion,  he  went  to 
what  is  now  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  there  pur¬ 
chased  a  claim.  On  this  he  built  a  cabin,  and  in 
August  of  that  year,  returned  to  Fulton  County, 
Ill.  He  and  his  wife  then  went  back  to  Madison 
County,  Ind.,  where  our  subject  disposed  of  his 
Ij  l  land  and  settled  up  his  business,  and  they  then 
|  :g  came  back  to  Illinois,  whence  the  family  came  to 
|  l  this  county,  and  in  November,  1840,  settled  on 

-bj 

I  -  our  subject’s  claim  in  Otter  Creek  Township.  After- 
Ill  fixing  his  cabin  so  as  to  make  it  comfortable  for 

the  winter,  he  engaged  in  cutting  and  splitting 

t  :  rails  during  the  winter  of  1840-41,  and  remembers 

isa  distinctly  that  he  made  during  that  winter  11,000 

^  3  rails.  He  lived  but  a  little  more  than  a  3Tear  in 
1  :  £ 

: ;  Otter  Creek  Township,  when  he  was  induced  to 
1 1 3  cross  the  river,  and  settled  in  Fayette  Township. 

After  disposing  of  his  claim  in  Otter  Creek  Town- 
.  :  ship,  he  purchased  another  in  Fayette  Township, 
:  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  land  he  owns  at  the 

I I 

JUJU  i 


present  time,  and  where  he  has  lived  continuously 
since,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  he  spent 
abroad.  In  1849  he  rented  his  claim,  and  in  April 
of  that  year  crossed  the  plains  to  the  land  of  gold. 
He  accompanied  six  others  to  California,  and  on 
their  reaching  the  mines  in  that  State,  our  subject 
engaged  in  buying  mules  and  in  “  packing”  up  the 
mountains  for  awhile,  but  the  rainy  season  setting 
in.  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  that  business,  and  a 
few  weeks  later  determined  to  come  home.  He  ar¬ 
rived  in  New  Orleans  in  March,  1850,  after  a  long 
and  tedious  voyage,  and  taking  passage  for  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  he  decided  to  visit  his  old  home  in 
Ross  County,  Ohio,  which  he  did,  and  came  back 
to  this  county  via  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and 
once  more  located  on  his  farm  in  Fayette  Town¬ 
ship.  He  is  the  owner  of  upward  of  500  acres  of 
land,  and  has  erected  on  his  place  good  farm  build¬ 
ings,  and  now  in  the  sunset  of  life,  is  enabled  to 
enjoy  the  accumulation  of  a  handsome  competency. 
He  has  become  the  father  of  ten  children — Mary 
E.,  Andrew  J.,  Catherine,  Martha  J.,  Sarepta, 
Emily  C.,  John  W.,  Hattie,  George  R.  and  Melissa; 
Catherine,  Mary,  Martha  and  George  are  deceased. 
Mr.  McClintick  has  held  various  county  offices,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


LONZO  LI.  THURSTON  is  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  and  successful  farmers  of  Clinton 
Township,  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  at- 
( ^ ')  tending  actively  to  all  his  present  duties, 

and  laying  a  foundation  the  record  of  which  will 
reflect  honor  upon  him".  The  farm  of  Mr.  Thurston 
embraces  300  acres  of  finely-improved  land,  form¬ 
ing  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  loca¬ 
tions  in  the  LI  aw  key  e  State.  It  is  highly  cultivated, 
and  besides  his  operations  as  an  agriculturist  Mr. 
Thurston  is  largely  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine 
stock,  turning  his  attention  principally  to  the 
Gallowaj^s.  The  head  of  his  splendid  herd  is  the 
beautiful  bull  “  Hayworth,”  register  No.  984,  and 
which  was  born  July  23,  1884.  Then  there  are  in  it 
the  noted  cows,  Mary  Anne  Swarth,  American 
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bred,  No.  1961,  May,  1882,  and  the  beautiful 
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“  Daisy  Logan,”  which  was  imported  from  Glas¬ 
gow,  Scotland, 


foreign 


No.  2*245,  American  No. 
6096,  April,  1882,  and  “Bertha,”  a  calf  of  Mary 
Anne  by  a  thorough  Galloway,  imported,  now  at 
Rockford  Stock  Farm. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Thurston  is  located  on  the 
Toledo  Road,  three  miles  from  Cedar  Rapids,  lie 
has  a  fine  farm  dwelling,  of  large  and  comfortable 
proportions,  and  his  barns  and  stables  are  of  the 
same  generous  description  and  furnished  with  all 
the  appliances  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  agriculture  and  stock-breeding.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  Galloways  he  also  gives  much  attention 
to  Poland-China  swine  and  Clydesdale  horses.  He 
takes  a  just  pride  in  the  result  of  his  labors  in  this 
direction,  and  proudly  exhibits  some  of  the  best 
animals  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Alonzo  H.  Thurston  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  4,  1839.  He  came  West  in  1862, 
via  Chicago,  and  at  first  employed  himself  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  as  a  brakeman.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  was  connected  with  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  the  Panhandle,  the  B.  &  M.,  and 
several  others,  winding  up  with  the  Texas  Pacific, 
New  Orleans  Division.  Through  faithfulness  and 
skill  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  was  soon 
promoted,  becoming  freight  conductor  first,  and 
afterward  passenger  conductor,  and  in  the  last 
position  was  occupied  for  many  years.  This  ex¬ 
perience  proved  of  great  advantage  to  him,  and  he 
became  familiar  with  the  face  of  the  country  over 
large  sections  of  the  United  States.  He  was  keenly 
observant  of  what  was  going  on  around  him,  and 
noted  the  peculiarities  of  the  regions  through  which 
he  traveled,  and  in  later  days  received  great  benefit 
from  the  experience  of  those  years.  Mr.  Thurston 
was  the  pioneer  conductor  of  the  Northwestern 
Railroad,  being  among  the  first  having  charge  of 
the  trains  on  that  road  after  its  construction.  He 
was  skillful  and  faithful  in  his  duties,  and  enjoyed 
the  confidence  and  esteem  both  of  the  officials  of 
the  road  and  its  employes,  among  whom  he  has  a 
large  acquaintance. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Thurston  with  Miss  Lizzie 
DeForce  was  celebrated  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
June  19,  1878.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  where  her  parents  lived  for  a  time  after 
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her  birth,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Michigan. 

Her  parents  were  also  natives  of  New  York,  and 
her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Maria  Brown.  They  were 
married  in  Saratoga,  and  Mrs.  Thurston  was  the 
fourth  child  born  of  this  union.  They  came  West 
a  short  time  afterward,  removing  into  Pennsylvania 
first,  where,  in  Warren  County,  the  wife  of  our 
subject  received  her  education,  and  where  the 
father  died,  March  25,  1868.  The  mother  is  now 
living  in  Garland,  Pa.,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Both  parents  were  sincere 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  T.  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1884,  and 
located  upon  it  in  April  of  the  following  year.  His 
agricultural  and  stock-raising  operations  have  se¬ 
cured  to  him  a  wide  reputation  as  a  man  indus¬ 
trious  in  his  calling,  and  successful  in  his  business  : 
transactions.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  :  j 
class  who  have  introduced  and  assisted  to  maintain 
the  finer  phases  of  agriculture  and  higher  class  of  5 
stock  breeding.  We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  § 
a  view  of  his  splendid  farm  buildings  and  some  of 
his  magnificent  blooded  stock  in  this  work. 


-v 


L.  WELLER,  a  prominent  and  successful 
druggist  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of 
Peterboro,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born 
Sept.  5,  1847.  His  father  was  L.  R.  Weller,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pottsdam,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1823,  and  an  ex¬ 
tensive  steamboat  owner  and  proprietor  of  a  stage¬ 
coach  line.  His  early  life  was  passed  in  school,  at 
which  he  remained  until  about  seventeen  years  of 
age.  He  then  went  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  began 
clerking  in  a  drug-store,  and  in  March,  1866,  came  -  \ 
to  Cedar  Rapids  and  established  the  business  in 
which  he  has  since  been  engaged.  He  is  located  on 
the  corner  of  Third  avenue  and  Third  street,  where 
he  erected  the  new  block  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies,  in  September,  1885.  He  has  also  been 
largely  interested  in  real  estate,  and  has  carried  on 
a  wholesale  business  in  coffee  and  spices.  He  es¬ 
tablished  the  first  soap  factory  in  Cedar  Rapids,  in 
about  the  year  1868,  operating  under  the  firm  name 
of  AY.  L.  Weller  &  Co.,  and  carried  on  this  business 
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for  sevei’al  yeax’S.  He  has  bxxilt  and  is  the  owner 
of  a  large  nuixiber  of  stores  and  dwelling-houses, 
}  :  and  has  beeix  remarkably  prosperous  in  all  his  busi- 
!  ness  ventures. 

When  Mr.  Weller  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  there 
was  only  a  population  of  about  1,800,  and  he  was 
i  the  third  druggist  to  locate  in  the  city.  His  sev- 
|  ei-al  business  ventures,  aside  from  becoming  to  him 
j  a  source  of  great  profit,  have  greatly  assisted  in 
augmenting  the  business  of  the  city,  and  have  been 
the  means  of  giving  employment  to  many  men. 
By  the  generous  and  sensible  distribution  of  his 
capital  he  has  greatly  aided  in  building  up  the 
business  portion  of  the  city,  and  in  this  manner  has 
been  one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens.  He  is  sys¬ 
tematic  and  methodical  in  his  plans,  and  executes 
them  promptly  and  to  good  advantage.  His  busi¬ 
ness  qualifications  ax’e  duly  recognized  b}r  his  fellow 
townsmen,  and  are  rated  at  their  true  value. 

Mr.  Weller  is  yet  unmarried,  although  a  popular 
member  of  society.  He  is  strongly  Republican  in 
politics,  but  not  connected  with  any  secret  society. 


R.  DAVID  McCLENAHAN,  a  practioner 
of  Linn  County  residing  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Yura)  Mc- 
Clenahan.  If  the  virtues  of  strangers  be 
so  attractive  to  us  how  infinitely  more  so  should 
be  those  of  our  kindred ;  and  what  additional  inter¬ 
est  should  the  precepts  of  our  ancestors  have, 
as  transmitted  through  successive  generations,  each 
{  "  bearing  the  testimony  of  a  useful  and  honorable 
life  through  their  truth  and  excellence.  This  is 
forcibly  pertinent  to  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  McClen- 
alian.  His  parents  were  lxatives  of  Ireland,  whence 
they  came  to  the  United  States  in  1813,  and  settled 
in  Ohio.  There,  in  Guernsey  County,  the  father 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land,  on  which  he 
erected  the  customary  log  cabin  of  pioneer  days 
and  into  which  his  family  removed.  The  family 
was  a  lai’ge  one,  comprising  thirteen  children,  and 
all  have  gone  to  the  better  home  except  six.  They 
are  :  Jane,  Mrs.  Wallace,  residing  in  Michigan; 
Robert,  living  at  De  Witt;  Eleanor,  Mrs.  Anderson, 
of  Washington,  this  State;  James,  living  iu  Ohio; 
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Margaret,  Mrs.  Watson,  of  this  State,  and  David, 
our  subject.  The  parents  departed  this  life  in  1 85  8  h 
and  1807  respectively.  They  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  benevolent,  kind  and  good 
neighbors,  and  possessed  the  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  them. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  an  inmate  of 
the  parental  homestead  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  | 
His  common-school  education  was  supplemented 
by  a  course  of  study  at  Hanover  College,  Hanover, 
Ind.,  also  Antrim  and  Muskingum  Colleges,  Ohio. 

He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
James  Campbell,  at  Middletown,  Ohio,  in  1847, 
and  was  under  his  instruction  for  three  years.  He 
graduated  at  Sterling  Medical  College,  Columbus,  1 
same  State,  in  1853,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Fairview,  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  reside  at  the  latter  place  until  186(5,  during 
which  time  he  built  up  a  good  practice  and  met 
with  fair  success,  and  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
hung  out  his  shingle  as  a  practitioner,  and  has 
been  there  ever  since.  Bjr  carefully  diagnosing 
his  cases  and  treating  them  with  that  skill  which 
years  of  practice  and  constant  study  enable  him 
to  bring  to  bear,  he  has  not  only  met  with  success 
in  his  treatments,  but  has  established  a  well  paying 
practice. 

Dr.  McClenahan  was  married  in  the  spring  of 
1854.  to  Miss  Permelia  Grier,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  William  Grier,  farmer  of  that 
State.  Of  their  union  three  children  are  living — 
Mary;  William,  who  married  Ella  Cooper,  a  native 
of  Wisconsin,  and  he  is  engaged  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business  on  the  East  side,  but  lives  on  the 
West  side,  Cedar  Rapids;  Robert  married  Miss 
Edith  Sloueacher,  axxd  is  at  present  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  clerk  in  the  Olinstead  Clothing  House 
of  Cedar  Rapids. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  Republican,  and  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion  he  and  his  wife  are  firm  believers 
in  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  belong  to  a  congregation  of 
that  denomination.  Their  residence  is  at  No.  279 
First  avenue.  The  Doctor  has  diverged  from  his 
practice  to  the  extent  of  interesting  himself  in  lots 
on  the  West  side,  also  has  a  fine  farm  in  Benton 
County,  consisting  of  160  acres  which  he  entered 
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in  1854.  lie  is  also  a  stock-holder  in  the  water¬ 
works,  and  a  member  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Medical 
Association.  In  1861  he  was  Medical  Examiner  of 
the  Sixteenth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio,  in 
the  Provost  Marshal’s  Department,  and  held  that 
position  until  the  close  of  the  war. 


II 


ANIEL  D.  WOLFE,  one  of  the  highly  es¬ 
teemed  and  prominent  residents  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Township,  occupies  a  line  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  31.  He  was  born  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  4,  1837.  His  father,  John  Wolfe,  was 
also  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa  while 
it  was  still  a  Territory.  His  grandfather,  also  John 
Wolfe,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  German  ancestry.  He  removed  to  Ohio  at 
an  early  day,  and  located  in  Seneca  County,  where 
he  remained  the  balance  of  his  life  and  passed  to 
his  rest  in  1855. 

John  Wolfe,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  in  Ohio,  and  married  in  the 
county  of  his  birth,  the  maiden  name  of  his  bride 
being  Miss  Annie  Dikline,  also  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  born  in  Fairfield  County.  John 
Wolfe  came  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  in  1839,  and 
made  a  claim  in  Cedar  County,  where  he  remained 
until  the  following  year,  and  then  returned  to  Ohio 
for  his  family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife  and  four 
children.  They  made  the  journey  overland  to  their 
new  home  and  located  upon  the  claim,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  only  occupied  for  a  short  time.  Mr. 
Wolfe  had  visited  Linn  County  in  the  meantime, 
and  concluded  that  he  could  secure  a  more  desir¬ 
able  location  there.  He  accordingly  made  a  claim 
on  section  12  of  what  is  now  Bertram  Township, 
but  removed  the  following  year.  He  then  made  a 
third  claim  on  Cedar  River,  which  comprised  a  part 
of  sections  27  and  31.  He  also  purchased  the  ferry 
which  was  used  to  cross  the  river  at  this  point,  and, 
as  he  surmised,  a  village  soon  sprang  up  at  this 
point,  which  was  named  Ivanhoe.  He  erected  a 
large  boat-house,  fitting  up  a  part  of  it  for  a  habi¬ 
tation,  opened  it  to  the  public,  and  kept  the  first 
pioneer  “  hotel  ”  in  that  region.  He  continued  thus 
occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  time  until  his 
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death.  He  entered  his  land  from  the  Government, 
erected  a  dwelling-house  on  section  31,  and  when 
not  engaged  with  his  hotel  business  employed  his 
time  in  the  cultivation  of  his  land.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1854,  he  was  living  at  the  brick  hotel 
in  Ivanhoe.  His  widow  survived  him  several  years, 
and  died  on  the  home  farm  on  section  30.  Mr. 
Wolfe  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  community  at 
that  early  day,  and  a  leader  among  the  early  pio¬ 
neers.  He  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this 
section.  The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Wolfe  included  nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to 
be  men  and  women:  Rhoda,  the  eldest  daughter, 
married  J.  S.  F.  Bryney,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Sar¬ 
ah  R.  became  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Harvey,  and  lives 
in  Washington  Territory ;  the  next  son  was  Daniel 
D. ;  a  daughter,  Melissa  A.,  married  Aleck  Gregory, 
and  they  live  in  Missouri;  Laura  A.  became  the 
wife  of  George  Klinick,  and  they  are  residents  of 
Linn  Township;  Squire  W.  was  the  youngest  son. 

Daniel  D.  Wolfe  was  a  child  of  three  years  when 
he  came  with  his  parents'  to  Iowa,  and  may  proper¬ 
ly  be  said  to  have  grown  up  with  his  county.  He 
was  still  but  a  boy  when  deprived  of  a  father’s 
care,  and  he  made  his  home  with  his  mother  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  January,  1860. 
The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Dill, 
a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ill.,  and  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Dill.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage 
he  was  running  the  ferry  across  the  river  at  Ivan¬ 
hoe,  carrying  on  the  business  which  his  father  had 
established  there  a  number  of  years  previously.  In 
1863  he  sold  his  ferry  and  engaged  in  farming, 
three  years  later  removing  to  Solon,  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  grocery  trade.  After  two  years  he 
went  east  to  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  having  disposed 
of  his  grocery,  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  timber 
tract,  getting  out  ties  for  the  railroad  which  was 
then  being  built,  and  at  which  he  was  occupied  for 
a  space  of  eighteen  months.  In  the  meantime  his 
brother  Squire  had  purchased  the  ferry,  with  which 
he  had  heretofore  been  connected,  and  our  subject 
going  back  to  Iowa,  became  joint  manager  of  the 
old  business  until  the  building  of  the  bridge.  It 
was  again  called  into  requisition  on  account  of  the 
bridge  being  carried  away  by  high  water,  during 
which  they  ran  the  ferry  one  year.  Since  that  time 
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the  brothers  have  been  continuously  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  have  become  joint  pro¬ 
prietors  of  a  farm  which  contains  480  acres,  and 
comprises  a  part  of  sections  19,  30,  31  and  32. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  D.  Wolfe  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children — John  D.,  Isa  B.,  Thomas 
L.  and  Gracie  G.  Squire  W.  Wolfe  is  unmarried, 
and  has  made  his  home  with  his  brother  Daniel 
since,  he  has  been  associated  with  him  in  business. 
He  was  born  in  Franklin  Township  in  1 844,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  his  mother  on  the  old  homestead  until 
her  death. 

The  brothers  Wolfe  are  gentlemen  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  with  a  prospect  of  many  years 
and  continued  usefulness.  They  are  classed  among 
the  solid  citizens  of  Franklin  Township,  and  are 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  community.  They 
are  honorable  and  upright  in  their  business  tran¬ 
sactions,  and  their  farming  operations  are  carried 
on  with  system  and  good  order.  Their  homestead 
is  a  model  one  and  an  ornament  to  this  section  of 
country. 


GEORGE  H.  EASTERLY,  a  prominent  and 
successful  farmer,  residing  on  section  2 
of  Franklin  Township,  is  a  native  of  Indiana, 
born  in  Kosciusko  County,  May  18,  1834.  His 
father,  Lawrence  Easterly,  was  a  native  of  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  Fa.,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  June  1,  1814.  His  grandfather,  also  named 
Lawrence,  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  and  de¬ 
scended  from  German  ancestry.  He  was  a  black¬ 
smith  by  trade  and  a  man  of  deep  piety.  In 
addition  to  the  labor  of  his  hands  he  was  also  a 
laborer  in  the  Master’s  vineyard,  a  preacher  in  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  He  went  to  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
there.  On  his  first  journey  there  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  parents,  and  his  father  entered  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  in  Richland  County.  It  was  heavy 
timber,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  cleared 
a  farm,  established  a  home,  and  remained  upon  it 
until  his  death.  Prior  to  his  decease  he  had 
erected  a  church  on  his  farm  and  laid  out  a  ceme¬ 
tery,  and  this  latter  became  his  final  resting-place. 
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Lawrence  Easterly,  Jr.,  remained  upon  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  went 
with  them  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  summer, 
and  in  the  fall  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Ham- 
mon,  a  native  of  Rockingham  County,  Ya.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and 
lived  there  until  1842,  when  he  removed  farther 
westward,  to  Indiana,  and  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  in  Kaskaskia,  of  which  five  acres  were  cleared 
and  the  balance  was  in  timber.  He  cleared  forty 
or  fifty  more,  and  staid  there  until  1861,  when  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State,  locating 
in  Cedar  County,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Jones  County,  purchasing  a 
farm  in  Greenfield  Township,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1870,  when  he  sold  this,  came  into 
Linn  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Franklin 
Township,  on  section  2.  This  latter  location 
pleased  him  the  best  of  all,  and  he  determined  to 
establish  a  permanent  homestead.  He  has  remained 
upon  the  land  since  that  time,  and  has  greatly  im¬ 
proved  its  condition  since  he  came  into  possession 
of  it.  The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Law¬ 
rence  Easterly  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows :  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Towns,  and  lives  in  Ham¬ 
burg,  Fremont  County,  this  State;  George,  our 
subject,  is  a  resident  of  Franklin  Township;  Albert 
lives  in  Mechanicsville,  Cedar  Countjg  and  John  in 
Shelby  County;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  George  Mil¬ 
ler,  and  they  occupy  the  old  homestead ;  Catharine 
died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  county,  and  received  a  fair  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to 
this  State,  and  was  married,  in  1868,  to  Miss  Katie 
Ann  Spade,  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ohio,  and 
born  Sept.  9,  1848.  Mrs.  Easterly  is  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catharine  Spade,  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Easterly  located  on 
a  farm  in  Jones  County,  which  he  had  leased,  and 
upon  which  he  remained  two  jrears.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  this  time  he  returned  home  and  lived  upon 
his  father’s  farm,  and  after  remaining  there  five  or 
six  years  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns 
and  occupies.  It  comprises  160  acres  of  fine  prairie 
land  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  prominently 
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and  conveniently  located,  his  residence  being  only 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  railroad  depot. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Easterly  have  been  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Ida,  Esta, 
Yadie,  Roxie,  Willard  and  Iluldah;  Clem ence  died 
June  7,  1880.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  in  good  and  regular  stand- 
in0-,  and  are  valued  members  of  the  community  in 
which  thejr  reside. 
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EARBORN  MATIIEWSON,  deceased,  was 
•a  highly  respected  member  of  the  farming 
community  of  Maine  Township,  and  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Rhode  Island,  lie  was  born  March 
.27,  1812,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Candace 
(Ballou)  Mathewson,  both  also  natives  of  Rhode 
Island.  When  he  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  his 
parents  went  to  Connecticut  and  settled  in  North 
Coventry,  Tolland  County,  where  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  when 
he  arrived  at  years  of  manhood  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  near  that  owned  by  his  father.  He  re¬ 
mained  upon  it  a  few  years,  then  removed  to  Man¬ 
chester,  and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a  stone- 
quarry,  which  he  retained  possession  of  for  one 
year.  lie  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this,  and 
removed  to  Windsor,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and 
remained  until  1855,  when  he  decided  to  go  West. 
He  proceeded  to  Rock  Island  by  rail,  and  thence 
to  Henry  County,  Ill.,  where  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  wild  land  a  mile  from  Oxford.  Upon  this 
he  settled  and  lived  for  eight  years.  There  were 
m  gre  t  improvements  to  be  made,  all  of  which  he 
\  accomplished,  and  erected  a  dwelling-house,  and 
qi  after  he  had  brought  much  of  the  farm  to  a 
i  good  state  of  cultivation  he  sold  out  to  good  ad- 
i  vantage,  and  purchased  a  tracts  of  fifty  acres  in 
Winnebago  County.  This  land  he  also  greatly 
improved,  and  erected  a  house  upon  it.  Here  he 
remained  until  1870,  when  he  determined  upon 
removal  to  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  accordingly 
came  into  Linn  County,  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  21,  Maine  Township.  Here  he  es- 
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tablished  a  permanent  home  and  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  30,  1885. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Maria  W- 
Whiton,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  also  died  in 
that  State,  in  the  town  of  Tolland.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  March  24,  1840,  when  he  was 
united  with  Miss  Martha  L.  Kimball.  She  was 
born  in  Bozrah,  Conn.,  Sept.  23,  1818,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Loomer)  Kimball. 
Her.  parents  were  both  natives  of  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  the  mother  of  Columbia,  and  the  father 
of  Stonington.  They  had  five  children.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathewson  was 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are,  living:  Maria  LI. 
became  the  wife  of  Denton  H.  Eavy,  and  they  re¬ 
side  near  Leaf  River,  Ogle  Co.,  Ill.;  Albert  W. 
married  Mattie  J.  Mack  in  1871,  and  lives  at 
Morse,  this  State;  Martha  J.  married  Albert  T. 
Carson,  and  they  are  residing  in  Seward,  Ill.; 
George  lives  in  Fairmont,  Fillmore  Co.,  Neb.,  and 
is  a  practicing  attorney ;  he  married  Mabel  Mahan. 
Mrs.  Mathewson  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Mathewson 
were  Elisha  and  Eunice  Kimball.  Her  maternal 
grandparents,  Dorastus  and  Martha  (Payne)  Loom¬ 
er,  were  natives  of  Andover,  Conn.  Mrs.  M.  had 
three  sisters  and  one  brother;  the  latter,  Charles  by 
name,  died  at  Valley  Falls,  Kan. ;  Eunice  became 
the  wife  of  C.  M.  Howe,  and  lives  in  Rockville, 
Conn. ;  , Nancy  M.  married  Lucius  Edgerton,  and 
resides  in  Tolland,  Conn. ;  Jane  married  Zephania 
Mattson,  and  died  in  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  great-grandparents  of  Mrs.  Mathewson,  on 
her  mother’s  side,  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Payne. 
The  former  died  at  Andover,  Conn.,  Jan.  17,  1797, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age ;  .  the  latter 
March  6.  1823,  when  eighty-four  years  old.  Their 
children  were  John  Payne,  a  physician  of  Andover; 
Ruth  Manly,  Martha  Loomer,  Polly  and  Mittie; 
the  two  latter  never  married;  the  youngest  was 
Betsey,  afterward  Mrs.  Blackman. 

Mr.  Mathewson  moved  from  Illinois  to  Iowa  by 
means  of  a  team  of  horses  and  a  wagon.  Upon 
coming ‘into  this  county  he  was  pleased  with  the 
“  lay  of  the  land,”  and  felt  that  here  he  might  es¬ 
tablish  a  permanent  home.  He  was  a  man  of 
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dustry  and  energy,  and  of  generous  impulses.  At 
the  same  time  that  he  engaged  in  laboring  for  him¬ 
self  and  the  welfare  of  his  family  he  also  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  his  county  and  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  genial,  obliging  and  generous, 
always  willing  to  lend  his  influence  to  every  good 
cause,  and  to  supplement  it  by  more  substantial 
aid.  He  is  greatly  missed  in  the  places  where  he 
used  to  labor  with  an  industrious  hand  and  a  genial 
influence,  and  warmly  deserved  the  plaudit  with 
which  his  memory  is  greeted,  “  Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant.” 


OBERT  BERRY,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Linn 
County  and  a  successful  farmer  and  stock- 
\V  raiser,  living  on  section  27,  Bertram  Town- 
ship,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State  and 
was  born  on  the  4th  of  July,  1828.  He  is  one  of 
those  gentlemen  to  whom  the  growing  population 
of  Linn  County  can  point  with  pride  as  being  a 
self-made  man,  for  what  he  has  of  this  world’s  goods 
has  been  accmulated  through  his  own  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance,  and  not  as  the  recipient  of 
any  legacy.  His  school  privileges  were  quite  lim¬ 
ited,  and  what  education.he  acquired  in  the  district 
school  has  since  been  supplemented  by  a  practical 
information.  In  fact,  the  life  of  our  subject  has 
been  that  of  a  farmer,  and  his  younger  years  were 
passed  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents,  assist¬ 
ing  his  father  in  the  labors  on  the  farm. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Emmons)  Berry ;  the  father  was  of  Irish  and  the 
mother  of  English  descent.  The  father  was  born 
in  New  York,  May  1,  1784,  and  the  mother  in  New 
Jersey,  Nov.  15,  1782.  After  they  were  married  they 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  his  death.  The 
mother  moved  to  this  count}7  in  1851,  and  died  at 
;Y;  the  home  of  our  subject,  Aug.  5,  I860.  They  had 
eleven  children:  David,  born  Aug.  26,  1807  ;  Will¬ 
iam,  March  10,  1810;  Johanna,  June  12,  1812; 
John,  June  14,  1814;  James,  June  18,  1817;  Sarah, 
Aug.  15,  1819;  Mary  and  Amy  (twins),  Nov.  9, 
1822;  Samuel,  Sept.  24,  1825 ;  Robert  and  Nellie. 
Those  deceased  were  David,  Nellie,  Johanna, 


James,  Sarah,  Mary,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Berry  of  this  notice,  after  leaving  the  old 
home  in  Ohio,  rented  land  there,  and  for  one  year 
was  busily  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  after  which  he 
became  a  contractor,  and  assisted  in  building  the 
road  of  the  C.  H.  <fc  D.  R.  R.  In  1851  he  came  to 
this  county,  purchasing  160  acres  of  land  in  Ber¬ 
tram  Township,  and  has  continued  to  reside  in  that 
township  until  the  present  time.  He  has  added  to 
his  landed  interests  in  Linn  County  until  he  is  at 
present  the  proprietor  of  nearly  1,000  acres  of  val¬ 
uable  land.  During  the  time  that  our  subject  has 
been  a  resident  of  Bertram  Township,  he  has  been 
for  upward  of  thirty-five  years  continuously  identi¬ 
fied  with  its  agricultural  development,  and  proba¬ 
bly  no  man  has  done  more  to  further  its  prosperity 
than  Mr.  Berry.  He  has  erected  good  and  sub¬ 
stantial  buildings  on  his  farm,  and  has  brought  the 
land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  His  residence 
is  a  fine  brick,  and  was  built  in  1858,  and  in  1872 
he  erected  as  fine  a  barn  as  is  to  be  found  anywhere 
within  the  boundary  lines  of  the  county.  It  is 
50x72  feet  in  dimensions.  He  also  has  a  corn  crib 
22x48,  a  stock  barn  30x64,  and  a  piggery  78x28 
feet  in  dimensions,  with  stone  floor.  He  also  has  a 
cattle-shed  20x60  feet,  and  has  on  his  place  the 
Jackson  patent  scale.  He  fattens  about  150  head 
of  hogs  and  fifty  head  of  cattle  for  the  market  an¬ 
nually.  On  his  place  is  one  of  the  finest  set  of 
water-works  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  county, 
which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 

Mr.  Berry  was  married  in  this  county  on  the  25th 
of  April,  1854,  to  Nancy  Thorington,  daughter  of 
Alex  and  Martha  (Webb)  Thorington,  natives  of 
Maryland.  Her  parents  moved  from  their  native 
State  to  Ohio,  subsequently  to  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  settling  near  Crawfordsville,  and  thence  to 
this  county,  terminating  their  journey  here  in  1853. 
They  located  in  Bertram  Township,  where  they 
both  died.  Mrs.  Berry  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  July  4,  1834,  and  has  borne  our  sub¬ 
ject  eight  children — Walter  H.,  born  April  29,  1856  ; 
Charles  E.,  Feb.  27,  1859;  Jennie  E.,  April  11, 
1861 ;  Addison  A.,  June  22,  1863;  Robert  O.,  May 
14,  1865;  William  J.,  Jan.  28,  1868;  John  F., 
June  26,  1872,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Wal¬ 
ter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Almeda  Harrison, 
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and  is  a  farmer  of  Bertram  Township;  Charles  and 
Miss  Lurena  J.  Byers  were  married,  and  are  living 
in  Bertram  Township;  Jennie  E.  became  the  wife 
of  William  Harrison,  who  is  also  a  farmer  of  Ber¬ 
tram  Township;  Addison  and  Miss  Ella  Hunter 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  they  reside  in  the 
same  township;  Itobert,  William  and  John  are  in¬ 
mates  of  the  parental  home. 

Mr.  Berry  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Trustee  and  School  Treasurer,  and  in  politics  votes 
for  the  best  men  for  office  regardless  of  party.  He 
and  his  wife  became  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church  about  1865. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  resi¬ 
dence  and  commodious  barns  and  out-buildings  of 
Mr.  B.  is  presented  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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AIITIN  A.  LANNING  is  a  pioneer  of  Otter 
Creek  Township  and  resides  on  section  20. 
He  is  an  estimable  and  influential  citizen,  a 
native  of  the  great  commonwealth  of  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  March  20,  1825,  in  Tuscarawas 
County.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Justina 
(Risher)  Banning.  Richard  Lanning  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  in  1798,  and  came  to  Iowa 
in  1850,  locating  in  this  township,  where  he  died 
May  13,  1885.  His  marriage  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject  took  place  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  17,  1822.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1803.  This  excellent  old  lady  is  still  living,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  She  became 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  including  triplets,  who 
are  deceased:  John,  Martin  A.,  Jacob  M.,  Lydia, 
Absalom,  Nancy  J.,  Leonard  N.,  and  the  triplets  who 
died  in  infancy.  John  Lanning  chose  for  his  life 
companion  Miss  Margaret  J.  Thomas;  Jacob  M.  for 
his  first  wife  married  Miss  Mary  Yawbert,  of  whom 
he  was  deprived  by  death,  and  he  subsequently 
married  Miss  Sarah  Weare;  she  also  died,  and  he 
married  again;  the  lady’s  name  is  not  known. 
Lydia  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Nancy  J.  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Abraham  Ward;  Leonard  mar- 
g  ried  Miss  Fairbee  Andrews,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Our  subject  for  his  first  wife  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  Myers,  which  event  occurred  March  11,  1848. 
The  decease  of  this  lady  took  place  Jan.  5,  1875; 
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she  left  nine  children;  Margaret  J.  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Cress;  Lavina  C.  married  George  Gar¬ 
rison;  Lydia  S.  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1874;  John 
C.  took  for  his  life  companion  Miss  Anjelia  Hogue- 
land,  March  11,  1875;  Amanda  J.  was  born  June 
4,  1854;  Nancy  E.,  born  Nov.  4,  1856,  married 
Corwin  D.  Fleming;  she  departed  this  life  Aug.  25, 
1886,  at  Lewiston,  Idaho;  Richard  E.  was  born 
Feb.  14,  1859;  William  D.  was  born  Sept,  1,  1861 ; 
Leonard  G.,  born  Oct.  19,  1863,  died  Feb.  11, 
1880. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  present  Mrs  Lanning 
was  Laura  A.  Greene.  She  was  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  8,  1826.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Lamb)  Greene, 
also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Ller  father,  John 
Greene,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1802,  removed  to  Iowa, 
and  died  there  in  1884.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  was 
born  Aug.  3,  1807,  and  died  June  18,  1878.  Eight 
children  formed  their  famity  circle,  whose  record  is 
as  follows :  Orelia  E.  died  in  infancy ;  the  next  in 
order  were  Benjamin,  Laura  A.,  James  R.,  Frank¬ 
lin,  Ruth,  Sarah,  and  Arnold  G. ;  the  latter  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Mr.  Lanning  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  of 
225  acres,  all  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation.  Besides  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  he  is 
turning  his  attention  largely  to  the  breeding  of 
thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle.  He  has  a  fine 
herd  of  fifty-three  head,  making  his  first  purchase 
from  the  celebrated  breeder,  Mr.  John  Stama. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Lanning  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  Otter  Creek  Township;  he  has  erected  a 
fine  dwelling-house,  and  his  barns  and  out-buildings 
are  of  first-class  description,  and  supplied  with  all 
the  necessaries  for  the  transaction  of  an  extensive 
business.  He  is  a  man  of  most  excellent  judgment, 
upright  and  honorable  in  ail  his  dealings,  and  is  es¬ 
teemed  by  his  community  as  one  of  its  most  useful 
citizens.  He  has  contributed  his  part  toward  build¬ 
ing  up  the  township,  and  takes  a  just  pride  in  re¬ 
viewing  what  he  has  accomplished.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  lending  his  influence  in  behalf 
of  the  best  measures  and  best  men.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Lanning’s  handsome  property  is 
shown  on  another  page. 
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RIG.  GEN.  THOMAS  J.  McKEAN,  de¬ 
ceased,  a  veteran  of  three  wars,  and  a  dis- 
li  tinguished  pioneer  of  Linn  County  of  1840, 
was  born  Aug. '3,  1810,  in  Bradford  County, 
His  parents  were  Robert  and  Martha  (Wilson) 
McKean,  the  former  born  in  Maryland,  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  the  latter  in  Vermont,  a  descendant 
of  an  old  New  England  family.  Thomas  J.  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight 
i  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living — Andrew’j., 
v  of  Marion,  and  N.  W.  McKean,  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
Thomas  J.  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm,  receiving  his  primary  education  in  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  through 
the  influence  of  his  uncle,  Samuel  McKean,  then  a 


member  of  Congress,  and  later  a  United  States 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  he  was  appointed  a 
■  cadet  at  West  Point.  He  entered  the  Military 
Academy  on  the  4th  of  July,  1828,  where  he  took 
a  three  years’  course,  and  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1831.  He  was  commissioned  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  the  4th  United  States  Infantry,  and  entered 
the  service  in  July  following,  1831.  He  continued 
in  the  United  States  service  from  March,  1831. 
until  1834,  when  he  resigned,  and  engaged  in  civil 
engineering,  accepting  the  position  of  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  of  the  New  Orleans  Railway  &  Canal  Co. 
His  health  becoming  impaired  by  exposure  to  the 
malaria  of  the  Southern  swamps,  he  was  forced  to 
resign,  and  returned  to  his  Northern  home. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Florida  Indian  War 
in  1837,  our  subject  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
in  a  Pennsylvanian  regiment  of  volunteers;  was 
promoted  to  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  served 
with  distinction  till  the  close  of  the  war,  in  April, 
1838.  He  was  elected  Major  on  the  field  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  but  the  time  of  enlistment  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  having  expired,  it  was  mustered  out  before 
his  commission  was  received.  On  his  return  from 
the  war,  he  resumed  his  profession  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  civil  engineering  in  Southern  Illinois 
from  the  summer  of  1838  until  1840,  when  he  came 
to  Marion,  this  State.  He  served  two  terms  as 
County  Surveyor  of  Linn  County,  and  was  also 
emploj'ed  on  Government  surveys  and  in  civil  en- 
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gineering  throughout  the  State. 


1844 


was 


chosen  a  member  of  the  convention  called  to  frame 


the  first  Constitution  of  Iowa,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  that  body.  On  the  occurrence  of  the 
war  with  Mexico,  he  began,  in  the  winter  of  1846- 
47,  to  raise  and  drill  a  regiment  for  that  service, 
with  a  fair  expectation  of  being  one  of  the  field 
officers  of  the  regiment,  but  the  ten  United  States 
Regiments  being  substituted  for  State  volunteers, 
the  volunteer  organizations  were  disbanded  and 
the  appointment  of  officers  thrown  nominally  into 
the  hands  of  the  President,  but  realty  into  the 
hands  of  Congressional  delegations,  instead  of  be¬ 
ing  left  to  an  election  by  the  men.  Being  a  Whig 
in  politics  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  to  expect  any 
favors  from  the  party  in  power,  in  the  then  high 
state  of  party  feeling  prevailing  in  Iowa.  But  be¬ 
ing  determined  to  have  a  hand  in  the  war,  he  en¬ 
listed,  in  April,  1847,  as  a  private  of  Co.  K,  loth 
Vol.  Inf.,  one  of  the  regiments  of  which  Col. 
George  W.  Morgan  was  in  command.  On  the  15th 
of  May  following,  our  subject  was  appointed  Ser¬ 
geant  Major  of  the  regiment,  and  in  this  capacity 
served  in  the  battles  of  Contreras,  Cherubusco, 
Molino  del  Rey  and  Chapultepec.  He  distin¬ 
guished  himself  in  the  main  assaulting  column  on 
the  castle  of  Chapultepec,  and  in  the  battle  around 
the  city  of  Mexico.  For  his  meritorious  conduct 
he  received  an  appointment  as  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  2d  Regiment  U.  S.  Dragoons,  which  was 
promptly  declined.  He  continued  in  service  until 
after  peace  was  declared  and  the  regiment  was  dis¬ 
banded,  Aug.  7,  1848. 

After  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  our  subject 
returned  to  Marion  and  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  P.  Gray,  the  ceremony  which 
made  them  man  and  wife  being  performed  Sept.  4, 
1848.  Mrs.  McKean  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
Pa.,  April  8,  1820.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Doud)  Gray.  Her  grandfather  Gray 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  held 
a  Captain’s  command  in  the  army  of  Washington. 
He  was  descended  from  James  Gray,  one  of  three 
brothers,  Englishmen,  who  emigrated  from  England 
to  the  United  States  at  an  early  colonial  day,  and 
who  married  a  Scotch  lady,  Sarah  Bissel.  Their 
son,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  McKean,  offered  himself 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  independence  when  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age ;  he  was  rejected,  but  seized  a 
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musket  and  joined  the  ranks,  rising  to  the  position 
of  Captain,  and  did  good  work  for  his  country, 
serving  all  through  the  war.  The  grandfather 
married  Miss  I).  White,  and  they  had  three  daugh¬ 
ters  and  four  sons,  of  whom  John,  Mrs.  McKean’s 
father,  was  the  eldest.  lie  was  a  soldier  of  the 
War  of  1812,  and,  marrying  Sarah  Doud,  became 
the  father  of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  McKean  is  one.  She  was 
educated  at  Wellsboro  Academy,  Pa.,  and  grad¬ 
uated  therefrom  when  seventeen  years  of  age.  She 
followed  teaching  for  four  years,  coming  to  Iowa 
in  1845.  Five  children  were  born  to  the  union  of 
Gen.  McKean  and  wife,  of  whom  two  died  in  in¬ 
i' wo  sons  and  a  daughter  lived  to  the  age 
of  maturity:  Louis  L.,  the  eldest,  is  now  living  in 
Montana  Territory ;  Helen  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
M.  L.  Shuck,  of  Clarence,  Iowa,  and  died  Oct.  24, 
1 885 ;  the  younger  son  is  the  present  efficient 
Deputy  Recorder  of  Linn  County. 

After  his  return  from  the  Mexican  War,  Maj. 
McKean  again  engaged  in  civil  engineering,  through 
1848-51,  being  chief  engineer  of  the  Dubuque  & 
Keokuk  Railway.  Through  1851—53  he  was  United 
States  Deputy  Surveyor  General  of  Iowa  and  Wis¬ 
consin.  He  Avas  elected  Sheriff  of  Linn  County, 
for  the  term  of  1861,  but  resigned  June  1,  1861,  to 
enter  the  service  of  the  late  Civil  War.  lie  was 
appointed  additional  Paymaster  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  received  notice  of 
his  appointment  as  Brigadier  General,  United 
States  Volunteers,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1862, 
and,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  reported  to 
Maj.  Gen.  Ilalleck,  Commander  of  the  Department 
of  Missouri.  On  the  8th  of  April  he  reported  to 
Maj.  Gen.  Grant  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  6th  division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  which  had  formerly  been  Gen.  Prentiss’, 
who  was  captured  at  Shiloh.  July  16,  1862,  he 
took  command  at  Benton  Barracks,  and  on  the  11th 
of  September  was  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  month  he  took 
command  of  the  6th  division,  which  he  directed 
during  the  battle  of  Corinth.  Nov.  17,  1862,  he 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  4th  division,  and 
participated  in  the  Grenada  expedition,  command- 
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General;  114  other  general  officers  were  discharged  jj  j 
by  the  same  general  order,  No.  135,  from  the  War  ■ 


ina'  the  districts  of  Nebraska  and  South  Kansas. 

In  1864  he  reported  to  Gen.  Banks  at  New  Orleans,  g  j 
and  September  18  became  Chief  of  Cavalry  of  the  jj 
Department  of  the  Gulf.  He  served  as  President  E  i 
of  the  Military  Court,  and  was  given  command  of  : 
the  district  of  West  Florida  and  subsequently  of 
Southwest  Missouri.  Gen.  McKean  continued  in  h 
the  service  till  the  close  of  the  war,  doing  duty  jj 
most  of  the  time  as  Major  General,  and  was  honor-  j 
ably  discharged  Aug.  24,  1865,  as  Brevet  Major  E 
G 
by 

Department.  The  entire  period  of  our  subject’s  jj 
service,  including  regular  army  and  volunteer,  was 
about  thirteen  years. 

In  June,  1868,  Gen.  McKean  received  a  para-  _  , 
lytic  stroke,  which  seriously  impaired  both  mind 
and  body.  A  second  stroke  in  July,  1869,  con¬ 
fined  him  to  his  house  and  bed  much  of  the  time, 
and  on  the  18th  of  April,  1870,  the  last  and  fatal 
stroke  came,  resulting  in  his  death  about  6  P.  M. 
of  the  19th.  Thus  closed  the  earthly  career  of  a 
brave  and  gallant  soldier  and  a  skillful  General, 
who  had  served  his  country  with  zeal  and  ability 
through  three  wars.  As  a  neighbor  and  friend  he 
was  held  in  high  esteem.  Unassuming  and  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  he  seldom  alluded  to  the  trying 
scenes  of  his  military  career.  He  was  a  kind  father, 
an  affectionate  husband,  and  leaves  his  wife  and 
children  a  rich  legacy  in  the  history  of  an  honora¬ 
ble,  upright  life,  distinguished  by  a  brilliant,  use¬ 
ful  and  patriotic  career. 

The  portraits  of  Gen.  McKean  and  wife  are  jj 
shown  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 
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fa/  OHN  O’KEEFE,  a  prominent  farmer  and  ► 
leading  citizen,  occupies  a  finely  improved 
farm  of  292  acres  in  Clinton  Township.  He  jj 
came  to  Linn  County  in  1860,  and  has  since 
made  it  his  home.  Mr.  O’Keefe  comes 


of  good 

old  Irish  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  County  Water¬ 
ford,  Ireland,  about  the  year  1840.  Daniel  O’Keefe, 
his  father,  pursued  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  was  there  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Cunningham,  who 
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buildings,  and  at  the  same  time  some  of  his  stock 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  $5,QP0. 
He  did  not  lose  courage,  however,  but  replaced 
these  as  soon  as  possible,  and  has-  now  a  fine  dwell¬ 
ing,  and  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life  and 
many  of  its  luxuries.  He  is  a  man  who  stands  well 
in  his  community,  has  been  elected  to  the  minor 
offices  of  his  township  but,  while  willing  to  aid  by 
every  means  in  his  power  to  further  the  interests  of 
his  community,  he  has  steadily  refused  to  become 
an  office-holder.  In  politics  he  inclines  to  Dem¬ 
ocratic  principles.  He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of 
character,  has  decided  views  and  opinions,  and  is 
not  afraid  to  maintain  what  he  believes  to  be  right 
in  all  places  and  under  all  circumstances.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O’K.  are  earnest  and  active  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  of  Cedar  Rapids  City.  They  are 
greatly  esteemed  in  their  church  society  and  by 
their  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 


also  was  born  and  brought  up  in  this  vicinity.  Her 
parents  were  of  Irish  ancestry,  with  a  mixture  of 
Spanish  on  the  part  of  the  father.  The  latter  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1849,  and  the  mother  with  her 
little  family  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850. 
After  reaching  American  shores  they  turned  their 
faces  toward  the  Mississippi,  came  into  Iowa,  and 
made  their  first  location  in  Florence  Township,  Ben¬ 
ton  County,  whence  they  afterward  removed  to 
Linn  County.  The  mother  yet  survives,  making  her 
home  with  her  son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  She  ' 
is  an  active  old  lady  of  eight}'  years,  and  still  re¬ 
tains  her  mental  and  physical  powers  to  a  remark¬ 
able  degree. 

John  O’Keefe  was  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents 
and  the  second  child,  the  eldest  being  a  daughter, 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Foie}’,  a  farmer 
of  Clinton  Township.  The  younger  brother,  Dan¬ 
iel,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  with  the  one  of  whom 
we  write.  He  has  an  interest  in  the  large  farm  owned 
by  them  in  Clinton  Township.  Adelia,  the  young¬ 
est  daughter  and  child,  is  the  wife  of  Michael  Lally, 
of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  O’Keefe  obtained  his  education  principally 
in  Wisconsin  before  coming  to  this  State.  He  af¬ 
terward  remained  at  home  with  his  mother  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  Clinton  Township,  Feb. 
21,  1872.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
O’Connell.  She  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
Sept.  27,  1852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Bridget  (Ryan)  O’Connell,  natives  of  County  Cork 
and  County  Longford,  Ireland,  respectively.  They 
both  emigrated  to  America  before  their  marriage 
and  settled  in  Dutchess  County,  living  there  for 
some  years.  They  subsequently  removed  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Fairfax  Township,  where  they  own  a 
large  farm.  Mrs.  O’Keefe  came  with  her  parents 
when  a  child  to  this  county,  and  was  here  educated. 

have  been 


ffiOIIN  W.  NYE,  of  Nye  Bros.,  Marion,  deal¬ 
ers  in  dry  goods,  clothing,  boots,  shoes  and 
carpets,  is  a  native  of  Marion,  and  was  born 
(|||/  Jan.  16,  1854.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Daniels)  Nye,  natives  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  were  both  born  near  North  Brookfield, 
and  came  to  Iowa  after  their  marriage,  about 
1847.  John  W.  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  afterward  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  house  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed  for  ten  years,  beginning  in  1870,  and  in 


engage  as  a  general  merenant  at  varron,  ion  a,  ana 
continued  in  business  there  until  1883.  He  then 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  Carroll  and  established 
his  present  business  in  Marion.  Six  months  later 
he  entered  into  the  existing  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Charles  L. 

The  union  of  John  Nye  and  Miss  Jennie  Hub- 
hard  was  celebrated  at  Cedar  Rapids  June  5,  1877. 
His  bride  was  the  daughter  of  N.  M.  Hubbard  of 
that  city,  and  was  born  in  Marion,  Iowa.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  a  son  and  daugh¬ 
ter.  The  birth  of  the  son,  Hubbard,  occurred  at 


To  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’K 
bom  seven  children,  three  deceased,  viz.,  Charles 
W.,  Thomas  F.  and  Mary  E. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  O’Keefe  settled  upon  the 
farm  which  finally  became  the  permanent  home¬ 
stead,  and  since  that  time  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  suffered  a  great  loss  in 
1870  by  the  burning  of  his  dwelling  and  several  out- 
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Cedar  Rapids  July  5,  187!).  Mary,  the  daughter, 
wa^born  at  Carroll,  Aug.  7,  1881.  September  8,  of 
the  following  year,  Mrs.  Nye  departed  this  life  at 
Carroll.  She  was  a  highly  respected  lady  and  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Nye  Bros,  have  the  largest  establishment  in  their 
line  in  Marion.  They  occupy  three  storerooms, 
with  a  total  frontage  of  sixty  feet,  and  carry  an  av¬ 
erage  stock  of  §25,000.  They  occupy  a  high  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  community,  and  are  considered  straight¬ 
forward  business  men  in  every  respect.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  is  purely  Republicau'in  his  senti¬ 
ments,  and  it  is  his  aim  to  promote,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  the  principles  which  govern  the 


course  of  that  party. 


31. 


IRMIN  LUCAS.  This  gentleman  is  one  of 
the  leading  farmers  of  Clinton  Township, 
and  the  owner  of  160  acres  lying  on  section 
lie  came  to  Linn  county  in  I860,  and  with 


after  the  death  of  her  husband,  when  she  came  to 
the  L  nited  States  with  her  children,  and  lived  with 


them  near  Iowa  City  until  her  death,  which  took 
place  in  1865. 

Two  brothers  of  our  subject,  Henry  and  Charles 
A.,  served  as  soldiers  in  the  late  Civil  War  in  Co. 
D,  24th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  Henry  was  seized  with 


sickness  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  placed  in  the  hos¬ 
pital,  and  afterward  discharged  from  the  army  on 
account  of  disability.  He  continued  to  suffer  from 
the  disease  thus  contracted,  and  died  a  few  years 
later  near  Iowa  City.  Charles  A.,  soon  after  his 
enlistment,  was  promoted  Orderly  Sergeant,  went 
through  the  campaign  and  responded  to  every  roll- 
call  for  over  three  years.'  He  attained  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  of  Co.  D,  in  which  he  enlisted  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war.  He  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  and  now  lives  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and 
is  engaged  in  agriculture. 

Firrnin  Lucas  received  a  good  education  in  his 
native  country,  and  was  married,  May  10,  1863,  to 
Miss  Anna  Wieneke.  This  event  was  celebrated  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  while  Mr.  Lucas  was  still  a  resident 
on  the  farm  near  Iowa  City.  Mrs.  Lucas  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Prussia,  born  Jan.  12,  1845.  She  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  with  her  brothers  in  1861,  and 
by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  has  become  the 


mother  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 


are 


the  decision  and  energy  for  which  his  race  is  noted, 
he  at  once  selected  his  location,  and  has  remained 
upon  it  since  that  time.  It  was  unbroken  prairie, 
and  he  immediately  set  about  its  improvement  and 
cultivation,  and  its  present  condition  is  a  good  in¬ 
dication  of  the  manner  in  which  he  labored  and  the 
methods  which  he  employed.  It  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  tracts  of  land  in  Clinton  Township,  embel¬ 
lished  with  a  fine  dwelling,  good  barns,  and  all  the 
necessary  out-buildings  and  farm  implements  for 
the  carrying  on  of  agriculture  in  the  best  manner. 

Mr.  Lucas  is  a  native  of  Belgium,  and  was  born 
Oct.  8,  1839.  His  father,  John  B.  Lucas,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  same  kingdom,  a  farmer  b}r  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  departed  this  life  in  his  native  country  in 
1853.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Mary 
I.  Jurion,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Belgium,  in 
which  country  she  lived  until  1859,  about  six  years 


ceased. 
F.  and 


Those  living  are  Firmin  A.,  John,  Leon 


Vincent  L.  Mr.  Lucas 


is 


dren  the  benefit  of  a  good  education. 


g  his  chil- 
The  family 

are  earnest  adherents  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Mr.  L. 
is  holding  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
has  filled  other  minor  offices  of  the  township.  He 
a  well-informed  and  intelligent  man,  liberal  in 


is 


He  belongs 


his  views  and  independent  in  politics 
to  that  class  of  solid  and  substantial  citizens  who 
have  been  of  so  great  assistance  to  the  Hawkeye 
State  in  the  development  of  its  agricultural  re¬ 
sources.  Besides  his  interest  in  farming  he  is  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  raising  fruit. 
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'  j  USE PII  CHERVENY,  one  of  the  highly  re- 
1  spected  citizens  of  tIowa,  is  a  resident  of 
Fairfax  Township,  located  on  section  36. 
He  was  born  Nov.  22,  1832,  in  Bohemia,  and 
in  early  manhood  left  his  native  country  and  the 
friends  of  his  early  j^outh  and  came  alone  to  the 
United  States.  His  attention  had  ere  this  been 
called  to  the  rapidly  growing  State  of  Iowa,  within 
whose  borders  so  man 3-  of  his  countrymen  had  set¬ 
tled  and  were  accumulating  a  competency,  and  con- 
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sequently  he  selected  Johnson  County  for  a  loca¬ 
tion,  remaining  there  for  three  years,  in  the  mean¬ 
time  employing  himself  at  whatever  his  hands  could 
find  to  do,  sometimes  as  a  farm  laborer  and  some¬ 
times  in  other  manual  occupations.  Not  being 
quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  operations  there, 
he  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was  engaged  in  Wet- 
zell’s  Brewery  for  the  space  of  two  years,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which  time  he  severed  his  connection 
here  and  contracted  a  more  important  one,  being 
married  in  December,  1804,  to  Miss  Catherine  Chil- 
hauhauck.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and, 
with  a  courage  similar  to  that  of  her  husband  when 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  she  came  alone 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  turned  her  face  west¬ 
ward,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  located  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  which  was  her  home  until  her  marriage.  The 
union  of  Mr.  C.  and  wife  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
thirteen  children,  viz. :  Josephina  and  Johanna, 
twins,  both  married  and  residing  in  Johnson  County ; 
Mary  is  married  and  resides  near  Solon,  this  county ; 
the  other  children  are  Francis,  Barbara,  Rosa, 
Anna,  Joseph,  Wencl,  John,  Agnes,  Frank  and  Ju¬ 
lia.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Wencl  and 
Mar}"  (Houdeck)  Cherveny,  both  natives  of  Bohe¬ 
mia,  and  reared  in  their  native  country.  The}'  em¬ 
igrated  to  America,  locating  in  Johnson  County, 
Iowa.  The  mother  met  her  death  under  very  painful 
circumstances,  during  the  terrible  storm  of  June  4, 
1876,  when  the  house  was  struck  by  lightning,  and 
totally  demolished,  The  rest  of  the  family  were  ab¬ 
sent  at  the  time,  and  returned  to  find  their  home  in 
ruins,  and  the  beloved  mother  cold  in  death.  The 
father  divided  his  farm  among  his  children  in  the 
spring  of  1886,  and  removed  to  Belle  Blaine,  Ben¬ 
ton  County,  where  he  is  now  living,  retired  from 
the  active  labors  of  life. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cherveny,  he 
rsolved  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  go¬ 
ing  over  into  Johnson  County,  located  upon  a  tract 
of  land  which  now  constitutes  a  part  of  the  present 
homestead,  and  which  is  near  the  Linn  County  line, 
adjoining  Fairfax  Township.  This  he  operated  for 
two  years,  and  then  began  to  farm  on  a  tract  of 
eighty  acres  which  had  been  given  him  by  his  fa¬ 
ther.  He  afterward  removed  to  Fairfax  Township, 
and  is  at  present  the  owner  of  200  acres,  well  im¬ 


proved  and  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a 
man  of  prominence  in  his  township,  with  the  minor 
offices  of  which  he  has  been  from  time  to  time  in¬ 
trusted,  and  has  been  Township  Trustee  for  five 
years. 

Religiously  the  family  are  firm  adherents  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  and  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  church  of  their  fathers.  Politically  Mr.  C. 
is  a  reliable  Democrat.  He  is  well  informed,  well 
read,  and  has  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  matters. 


energetic 


MLLIAM  H.  LAMSON.  This 
V  a  /  anfl  enterprising  citizen  of  Marion  is  carry - 

- 

is  meeting  with  success.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
C.  and  Hannah  (Clarke)  Lamson  (see  sketch),  and 
was  born  in  Clintonville,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  5,  1850.  He 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids  with  his  parents  when  a  child 
of  four  years,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  to 
learn  the  trade  of  harness-making  in  his  father’s 
shop  at  Marion.  In  connection  with  this  he  also 
became  proficient  in  collar-making  and  carriage¬ 
trimming.  Under  the  instruction  of  his  father  he 
served  a  thorough  apprenticeship,  and  became  an 
expert  at  his  trade. 

William  H.  Lamson  was  married  in  Marion,  June 
5,  1873,  to  Miss  Eva  May  Davis,  daughter  of 
Henry  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Lyons)  Davis.  Mrs. 
Lamson  was  born  in  Marion  and  remained  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  She  is  a  highly-esteemed 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  to 
her  union  with  our  subject  three  children  have 


been  born,  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Ernest  K. 


both  local  and  general.  He  is  a  man  of  influence 


in  his  community  and  one  whose  opinion  is  highly 
valued.  The  children  of  his  family  are  being  reared 
in  a  wise  and  sensible  manner,  and  if  they  do  justice 
to  their  training  will  become  valuable  members  of 
their  community. 
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born  April  5,  1874;  Samuel  H.,  born  Dec.  13,1877, 
died  June  30,  1878;  Maggie  S.,  born  Feb.  3,  1885; 
they  were  all  born  in  Marion. 

ilr.  Lamson  is  a  Prohibitionist-Republican.  Al¬ 
though  a  young  man  he  already  occupies  a  promi¬ 
nent  position,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the 
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5  solid  citizens  of  this  town.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  from  the  Second  Ward  for  two 
years.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  United  Order  of 
Ancient  Templars,  also  of  the  V.  A.  S.  fraternity, 
and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen. 

Mil 

Mr.  Lamson  established  business  for  himself  in 
1870,  and  has  secured  a  large  and  increasing  patron¬ 
age.  He  turns  out  some  of  the  finest  work  in  the 
city,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  harness-makers 
of  the  place.  1 1  is  business  is  carried  on  in  a  straight¬ 
forward  manner,  and  his  goods  are  invariably  just 
what  they  are  represented  to  be.  As  a  natural  re¬ 
sult  he  has  customers  from  far  and  near,  and  is  on 
the  highway  to  a  competency,  which  he  may  enjoy 
in  later  years. 


DUNTY. 
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Wl  AMES  JOHNSON.  This  gentleman  is  a 
general  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  occupying 
his  comfortable  home  on  section  2,  in  Fair¬ 
fax  Township.  He  comes  of  the  warm¬ 
hearted  Irish  stock,  being  born  in  County  Antrim. 
Ireland,  Feb.  5,  1820.  The  name  of  his  father  was 
John  Johnson,  also  a  native  of  the  aforesaid  county, 
and  who  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Lawther,  who 
had  been  reared  in  County  Antrim,  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  parentage  and  ancestry. 

James  Johnson  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  which  were  reared  in  the  household  of  his 
father.  He  remained  in  his  native  county,  and 
operated  as  a  wagon  freighter  of  goods  for  some 
years,  until  1845,  when,  believing  that  he  could 
better  his  financial  condition,  he  emigrated  to  the 
New  World,  settling  for  a  brief  time  near  Byetown, 
Upper  Canada,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  where  he  remained  for  about  ten  years.  At 
this  time  the  young  State  of  Iowa  was  attracting 
universal  attention,  and  he  determined  to  go  there. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  his  parents  had  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  the  father  died.  After  the  removal 
of  her  son  to  Iowa,  the  mother  joined  him,  and  her 
demise  occurred  sometime  later  at  his  home. 

After  his  arrival  in  Linn  County,  in  1855,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  appearance 
of  the  country  that  he  at  once  exchanged  a  part  of 


his  means  for  1 20  acres  of  prairie  land  in  Fairfax 
Township,  and  ten  acres  of  timber  on  Cedar  River. 
The  land  was  unimproved,  and  he  set  himself  in¬ 
dustriously  to  cultivate  it  and  prepare  it  for  the 
raising  of  farm  produce.  1 1  is  efforts  were  crowned 
with  success,  and  he  has  obtained  a  comfortable 
competency. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  and  Miss  Eliza 
Williams  was  celebrated  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  June,  1849.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  native  of 
County  Derry,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  uncle  when  a  child,  with  whom  she  remained  for 
a  time,  and  then  went  to  her  aunt’s  in  Pittsburgh. 
To  their  union  were  born  two  children — Eliza  J., 
who  is  living  at  home  with  her  parents,  and  a  son, 
John,  who  is  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  and  their  daughter  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  was  for¬ 
merly  a  Republican,  but  finally  was  induced  to 
change  his  political  opinions,  and  now  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket,  though  occasionally  voting  for 
good  men  regardless  of  party.  He  is  one  of  the 
fair  and  square  men  of  Fairfax  Township,  and  has 
made  a  good  record  of  honesty  and  moral  worth 
in  his  community. 


©1 1  ARLES  NYE,  deceased,  was  formerly  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Marion  and  one 
of  the  first  business  men  in  the  community. 

He  was  a  native  of  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  and 
was  born  May  29,  1814.  He  was  reared  in  the  Bay 
State,  and  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Daniels,  this  event  occurring  July  25,  1845. 
Mrs.  Nye  was  the  daughter  of  Otis  Daniels,  and  by  ;  [ 
her  union  with  our  subject  four  children  were  born, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  the  sons  only 
are  living,  being  John  W.  and  Charles  L.,  compos¬ 
ing  the  firm  of  Nye  Bros.,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Nye  came  to  Marion  about  the  year  1847, 
and  engaged  in  merchandising;  he  was  an  excellent 
business  man,  very  energetic  and  enterprising,  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  citizens.  He  was  an 
extensive  purchaser  of  wheat  in  the  early  days,  and 
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shipped  this  by  flatboats  down  the  Cedar  and 
Mississippi  Rivers  to  St.  Louis.  The  uncertainty 
of  the  time  of  delivery,  owing  to  the  frequent  low 
state  of  water,  rendered  the  business  very  hazard¬ 
ous,  frequently  entailing  heavy  loss,  and  upon  this 
account  Mr.  Nye  finally  abandoned  it.  He  then 
removed  to  New  Haven,  Minn.,  where  he  became 
engaged  again  in  mercantile  pursuits,  operated  a 
sawmill,  and  was  also  interested  in  other  enter¬ 
prises.  He  remained  there  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  June  19,  1857.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  Nov.  9,  1868,  when  she  followed  him  to  the 
better  land. 

Mr.  Nye  was  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity, 
and,  although  he  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life, 
he  had  already  won  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  With  his  wife,  he  was 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributed 
cheerfully  and  liberally,  and  he  leaves  behind  him 
sorrowful  regrets  that  so  promising  a  life  should 
have  been  so  soon  terminated. 


— 4HN 


WILLIAM  DICKSON  is  of  good  old  Scottish 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Dumfriesshire,  in 
the  land  of  the  thistle,  June  18,  1810.  He 
has  been  a  citizen  of  this  township  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  where  he  has  made  a  good 
record  as  an  honest  man  and  a  true  citizen.  He  is 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  good  land  located 
on  section  3,  and  is  occupying  a  good  dwelling, 
surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Dickson  comes  from  one  of  the  best  families 
of  Scotland.  The  name  of  his  father  was  James 
Dickson,  by  occupation  a  farmer,  who  died  in  his 
native  land  when  his  son  William  was  a  young  lad. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Mary  Kerr, 
and  she  also  died  in  her  native  Scotland.  After 
the  death  of  his  father,  William  Dickson  started  out 
to  earn  his  own  living;  there  were  nine  children  in 
the  family,  William  being  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  He  set  himself  to  work  at  whatever  his 
hands  could  find  to  do,  and  there  acquired  those 


habits  of  industry  and  economy  which  proved  the 
source  of  his  prosperity  in  later  life. 

He  was  married  in  his  native  land,  Jan.  23. 
1839,  to  Miss  Mary  Robertson,  a ‘native  of  his  own 
county,  born  Jan.  23,  1813;  she  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  Her  father 
was  John  Robertson,  and  he  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Jeannette 
Murray,  a  native  of  Dumfriesshire,  where  she 
passed  all  her  life,  and  where  her  decease  took 
place.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  the 
Avife  of  our  subject  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Dickson  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  two  only  of  whom  are 
living:  Jeannette,  the  wife  of  William  M  osier, 

who  resides  at  Ladora,  Iowa,  and  is  now  a  widow; 
and  Jane,  who  married  John  Boyse,  and  is  living 
with  her  husband  on  a  farm  in  Galena,  Kan.  The 
deceased  are  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Lockhart  (see  sketch),  and  John,  who  died  Feb. 
25,  1865.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army, 
and  died  from  disease  contracted  in  the  service. 

Mr.  Dickson  moved  from  Scotland  into  England 
shortly  after  his  marriage,  and  located  in  Glouces¬ 
tershire,  thence  coming  to  this  country,  and  settled 
in  Linn  County,  this  State,  in  1856.  He  has  been  an 
industrious  and  energetic  man,  is  possessed  of  high 
moral  principles,  and,  with  his  excellent  wife,  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  politics  he  conscientiously  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket. 
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OHN  MENTZER,  a  farmer,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  Monroe  Township,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  27,  1852,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Moles) 
Mentzer,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  born  in  June,  1800,  and  died  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  July  3,  1860;  the  mother  was  born  in  1805, 
and  died  in  this  county,  in  June,  1879.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  George  Wiles,  of  German  descent. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mentzer  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Catharine,  Jacob,  Samuel, 
Benjamin,  George,  David,  James,  John,  Anne  E. 
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All  are  married,  and  are  yet  living,  except  David, 
who  was  drowned  some  thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Mentzer,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Ida 
Freeman,  March  5),  1876.  She  was  born  May  14, 
1855,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jane 
(Plant)  Freeman, _the  father  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  the  mother  in  Indiana.  They  are  now  living 
in  this  county.  They  have  five  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Barbara  E.,  married  to  Allen  Hepker;  Ida, 
wife  of  ourDsubject;  Anne  E.  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  months;  Eldora,  married  to  William 
Milburn;  Sheridan  and  Sherman,  twins. 

Mr.  Mentzer  has  132  acres  of  fine  land,  nearly  all 
under  cultivation.  Ilis  educational  advantages 
were  confined  to  the  ^district  school, ^but  he  is  a 
man  of  fine  intellect  and  most  excellent  memory. 
He  is  noted  as  one  of  the  greatest  readers  of  the 
township,  whereby  lie  has  been  enabled  to  gain 
a  large  fund  of  general  information  such  as  is 
not  taught  in  school  routine.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  This  excellent 
couple  are  warmly  beloved  and  highly  esteemed 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  for  their  probity  of 
conduct,  kindliness  ofi_heart,  and  their  unswerving 
fidelity  to  every  obligation  in  life.  They’have  no 
children. 
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Ilis  father,  Charles  DeBer- 

ard,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  native  of  3: 
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ILFORD  H.  DeBERARD,  dealer  in  coal, 
grain,  lumber,  drain  tile,  etc.,  and  agent 
for  the  Hartford  Insurance  Company,  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  business  community  of 
Fairfax  village,  being  the  successor  of  John  H. 
Hedges,  assuming  control  of  the  business  Jan.  1, 


1884.  In 


the  following 


May  Mr.  DeBerard  en¬ 


larged  his  business  and  secured  a  partner  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Shank.  The  firm  then  became  De¬ 
Berard  &  Shank,  and  operated  under  this  title  until 
May,  1886,  since  which  time  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  has  been  sole  proprietor.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  business  transactions,  and  owns 
considerable  property  in  the  village,  being,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Shank,  the  proprietor  of  several 
houses  and  lots. 

M  ilford  H.  DeBerard  was  born  in  Kendall  Coun- 


Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared 
manhood,  and  there  became  united  in 
with  Miss  Susan  Case,  a  native  of  the  same  county, 
l'he  father  was  of  French  and  German  descent  and 
parentage,  and  the  mother  American.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  they  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Oneida 
County,  where  the  three  eldest  children — Maria, 
Charlotte  and  W  ilford — were  born,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  when  a  young  child.  They  emigrated 
to  Illinois  about  the  year  1840,  locating  in  Kendall 
County,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  our  subject 
and  his  brother  Charles.  The  latter  is  a  farmer  in 
Fairfax  Township.  In  1852,  not  being  quite  satis¬ 
fied  with  their  location,  they  resolved  to  go  toe 
Wisconsin,  and  accordingly  moved  there  and  set¬ 
tled  near  the  city  of  Racine,  where  the  father  be¬ 
came  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  They  sub¬ 
sequent^  went  to  Rochester,  and  remained  there 
until  coming  into  the  State  of  Iowa.  Their  first 
settlement  in  this  State  was  made  in  Keokuk  County, 
where  they  remained  five  years,  and  where  the 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1865.  Since  that 
time  the  mother  has  made  her  home  with  her  chil¬ 
dren;  she  is  now  sixty-six  years  old. 

After  the  decease  of  the  father,  the  mother  and 
remaining  members  of  the  family  came  to  Linn 
County,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship,  where  our  subject,  particularly,  was  actively 
engaged  in  agriculture,  and  occupied  himself  thus 
until  1881.  At  that  time  he  became  interested  in 
the  insurance  business,  and  soon  afterward  entirely 
abandoned  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Grain  Dealers’  Association,  and  his 
operations  in  this  branch  of  business  have  been  re¬ 
markably  successful. 

Mr.  DeBerard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Harriet  Lovie  (Whitney)  Waters,  daughter  of 
William  M.  and  Augusta  H.  Whitney,  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  bride’s  parents,  June  26,  1873.  This 
lady  was  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born  Feb.  18, 
1847.  She  came  to  Linn  County  when  a  child, 
with  her  parents,  and  remained  with  them  until  her 
first  marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of  five  children 
— Nellie  L.  Waters,  W ilford  W.,  Harry  I.,  Arthur  ; 
M.  and  Walter  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeBerard  are 
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:  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  DeBerard  is  a  Trustee.  In 
ij'|E  politics  he  votes  conscientiously  with  the  Repub- 
lican  party,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  for  those 
manly  qualities  which  constitute  the  worth}'  and 
valued  citizen. 

AVID  CLARK.  Within  the  boundaries  of 
Linn  County  may  be  found  rich  and  pro¬ 
ductive  farms,  with  beautiful  residences 
upon  them,  and  a  majority  of  those  places 
are  owned  by  pioneers  of  the  county  or  their  de¬ 
scendants.  On  section  14,  Linn  Township,  is  lo¬ 
cated  the  home  of  David  Clark,  who  came  to  this 
county  in  1840,  and  who,  living  within  its  bounda- 
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|c  ries  until  the  present  time,  and  all  the  while  en- 
'u  gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  can  be  said  to  have 
been  closely  identified  with  its  agricultural  devel¬ 
opment.  David  Clark  is  a  son  of  Oliver  and  Electa 
(Wilcox)  Clark,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  par¬ 
ents  removed  from  their  native  State  to  Ohio, 
where  they  lived  until  1839,  when  they  came  to 
Iowa,  reaching  here  in  February,  1840,  and  mak¬ 
ing  settlement  in  Franklin  Township.  Twelve  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  the  parental  union,  seven  daugh¬ 
ters  and  five  sons,  and  both  heads  of  the  family  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Franklin  Township. 

David  Clark  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
Sept.  25,  1832.  He  was  but  eight  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  this  county, 
and  consequently  has  passed  the  major  portion  of 
his  life  within  its  boundaries.  His  education  was 
|  received  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county,  but 
was  limited,  for  on  first  being  brought  here  by  his 
:  parents,  he  was  afflicted  with  fever  and  ague,  and 
it  was  thought  at  that  time  that  his  mind  would  be 
s  impaired,  and  he  was  consequently  prohibited  from 
hard  study.  He  continued  to  reside  with  the  old 
folk  until  he  was  about  thirty  years  old,  in  the 
meantime  assisting  his  father  in  the  duties  which 
necessarily  arise  from  the  general  routine  of  a 
farmer’s  life.  After  marriage  he  settled  in  Frank¬ 
lin  Township,  and  was  there  a  resident  for  about 
nine  years  and  a  half,  or  until  1871.  He  then 
'ITl 

h*  * 1 1  umiuammumi 

miimnn  rtii  ni  mn 


Iinniinumunnimmui 


moved  to  Linn  Township,  purchasing  eighty  acres 
on  section  14,  on  which  he  located  with  his  family, 
and  where  he  erected  a  residence  of  modern  archi¬ 
tecture.  He  has  a  fine  place  of  325  acres,  and  is 
meeting  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success  in  his 
vocation. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa, 
April  3,  1861,  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Rhoda  (Young)  Box  well.  Her  parents  came  to 
this  county  in  1845,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Linn  Township,  where  they  continued  to  live  until 
their  deaths.  They  had  eight  children,  six  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Mary  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  15, 
1842.  To  Mr.  Clark  and  wife  eight  children  have 
been  born:  Moses  A.,  died  in  infancy;  Walter  E., 
married  Cynthia  Armitage  and  they  are  living  in 
Cedar  Rapids;  Ida  J. ;  Rhoda  L,  died  when  four 
years  of  age;  David  F.,  Robert  L.,  Bertie  J.  and 
Ray  F.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  political  belief  is  a  Republican, 
voting  with  that  party. 
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ENCL  CHFRVENY.  This  gentleman,  now 
in  the  prime  of  life,  is  successfully  prose¬ 
cuting  the  vocation  of  agriculture  on  sec¬ 
tion  35  of  Fairfax  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bohemia  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in 
1860,  being  at  that  time  a  youth  of  nineteen  years 
of  age.  He  was  born  July  13,  1841,  and  lived 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
in  February,  1863,  a  few  months  before  he  had  at¬ 
tained  his  majority.  His  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
Zaecha,  also  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  about  the 
same  age  as  her  husband,  born  in  the  same  year. 
She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1861,  accompan¬ 
ied  by  her  parents,  with  whom  she  lived  until  hex- 
marriage.  She  became  the  mother  of  two  sons, 
and  died  in  1866  after  the  birth  of  the  second. 
Both  children  are  now  living,  by  name,  Joseph  and 
Emme.  Twelve  years  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Cherveny  contracted  a  second  matrimo¬ 
nial  alliance,  Feb.  15,  1878,  with  Miss  Mary  Simon. 
She  also  was  born  and  reared  in  his  own  native 
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Province,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with 
her  parents  in  I860.  She  has  borne  our  subject 
six  children — Wenel.  Frank,  Lewis,  Stephen,  Ger- 
rold  and  Edward. 

Mr.  Cherveny  is  the  possessor  of  140  acres  of 
good  land,  all  under  excellent  cultivation,  and  has 
been  fairly  successful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  has  identified  himself  thoroughly  with  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  adopted  country  and  with  the  cause  of 
the  Union,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  Co.  C,  of  the  4th  Regiment, 
which  became  a  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  and  of  the  South.  With  his  regiment  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Savannah.  Columbia 
and  Goldsborough.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  honorable  discharge,  being  mustered  out 
at  Springfield,  May  31,  1865.  He  then  returned 
home  and  resumed  his  farming  operations,  and  is 
building  up  for  himself,  socially,  morally  and  re¬ 
ligiously,  a  good  record  among  the  solid  and  re¬ 
liable  men  of  his  community.  He  is  Democratic 
in  politics,  and  religiously  he  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  For  parental 
history  see  sketch  of  John  Cherveny,  given  else¬ 
where  in  this  Album. 

D ORMAN  E.  IVES,  Postmaster  at  Marion, 
Iowa,  since  June,  1885,  and  one  of  her  most 
prominent  business  citizens,  was  born  in  the 
township  in  which  he  lives  on  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1853.  He  is  a  son  of  Norman  and  Hannah  (Gray; 
Ives,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the 
latter  of  Kentucky.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  among  the  very  earliest  pioneers  of  Marion 
Township,  and  also  Linn  County,  having  settled 
here  in  1838.  They  are  still  living,  and  continue 
to  reside  in  the  township  in  which  they  first  made 
settlement. 

Norman  E.  Ives  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  city  schools  of  Marion, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  that  city  since  1875. 
He  read  law  under  the  instruction  of  Judge  J.  D. 
Giffin  of  that  city  for  three  years,  and  in  1879  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  A  year  later  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  held  that  office  until  1885, 


when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Post¬ 
master. 

Mr.  Ives  was  married,  Sept.  9,  1885,  to  Miss 
Fannie  L.  Seaton,  daughter  of  Ex-Sheriff  B.  F. 
Seaton,  and  their  union  is  a  very  happy  one.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  de¬ 
nomination  he  also  belongs.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


ENRY  KLEIN.  One  of  the  foremost  busi¬ 
ness  establishments  in  the  present  little  city 
of  Prairieburg  is  that  of  Henry  Klein. 
The  proprietor  is  one  of  those  straightfor¬ 
ward,  energetic,  and  active  business  men  who  meet 
with  success  by  constant  attention  to  business  and 
by  their  straightforward  and  honorable  dealing 
J  with  their  patrons.  His  parents  were  Henry  W. 
and  Dora  (Altona)  Klein,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Germany.  They  lived  and  died  in  their  native 
land,  and  had  become  the  parents  of  three  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  the  other  two  lived 
to  attain  the  age  of  manhood,  and,  emigrating  to 
!  America,  became  prominent  citizens  of  this  county. 

Henry  Klein  was  born  in  Germany,  April  23, 

|  1832.  His  education  was  received  in  his  native 
land,  where  he  lived  until  1859.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  serving  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  four  years,  from  the  age  of  sixteen 
until  he  was  twenty.  On  coming  to  the  United 
!  States,  he  landed- at  New  York  City,  and  was  there 
j  employed  in  working  at  his  trade  for  about  a  year. 

He  then  came  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  but  remained 
J  only  a  short  time  when  he  removed  to  Shells 
Mound.  There  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Otto  II.,  which  relation  continued  until 
about  1870,  when  our  subject  bought  out  his 
brother’s  interest  and  continued  the  business  alone 
for  upward  of  three  years.  In  1873  Mr.  Klein 
came  to  Prairieburg,  this  county,  and  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  keeps  a  general  stock 
I  of  all  kinds  of  merchandise,  valued  at  about  $10,- 
000,  and  does  a  business  of  from  $15,000  to  $20,- 
000  annually. 

He  was  married  at  Shells  Mound,  Iowa,  Dec.  12, 
1861,  to  Mary  U.  Schleicher,  a  native  of  Germany, 
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born  Dec.  12,  1842.  .She  has  borne  our  subject 
eight  children — Anna  D.  died  in  infancy ;  Anna  D. 
(2d)  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Trefs,  and  lives  in  Max¬ 
well,  Story  Co.,  Iowa;  John  M.,  Mary  D.,  Katie, 
Lizzie,  Henry  and  Emma.  Mr.  Klein  has  held  the 
offices  of  School  Treasurer  and  School  Director. 
He  was  Deputy  Postmaster  for  five  years,  and  also 
Township  Clerk,  and  in  politics  votes  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  hardware,  dry- 
goods  store  and  residence  of  Mr.  Klein  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 

v. ... 

)Y/OHN  CHERVENY  is  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-grower  of  Fairfax  Township,  own¬ 
ing  a  fine  tract  of  fort}'  acres  therein,  and 
140  acres  additional  in  Johnson  County, 
Monroe  Township.  The  former  is  located  on  sec¬ 
tion  35,  and  constitutes  the  homestead.  It  is  finely 
cultivated  and  forms  one  of  the  attractive  features 
of  Fairfax  Township.  Mr.  Cherveny  is  a  fair 
representative  of  the  Bohemian  element  which  has 
so  largely  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  district  of  this  portion  of  the  Hawkeye 
State.  He  was  born  in  -Bohemia,  March  15,  1847, 
and  is  the  youngest  of  the  children  born  to  his  par¬ 
ents.  He  came  with  them  to  America  in  1860,  and 
remained  at  home  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  was  ambitious  and  enterprising  from  the  start, 
and  after  attaining  to  years  of  manhood,  located  on 
a  tract  of  land  and  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account.  He  thus  prepared  the  way  to  become  the 
head  of  a  family,  and  in  March,  1870,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Melin,  of  Marion, 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Cherveny  was  a  native  of  the  same 
country  as  her  husband,  and  was  born  in  the  fall  of 
1847,  coming  to  the  United  States  in  1868.  The 
fact  that  she  emigrated  to  the  United  States  alone, 
without  the  companionship  of  relatives  and  friends, 
exhibits  the  courage  and  energy  of  which  she  was 
possessed,  and  she  was  well  fitted  to  become  the 
wife  of  such  a  man  as  her  husband.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  with  her  mother, 
is  still  prosecuting  his  vocation  in  his  native  land. 
By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  Mrs.  Cherveny 


has  become  the  mother  of  four  children — Mary, 
Barbara,  Joseph  J.  and  Stella. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Wencl  and 
Mary  (Houdeck)  Cherveny,  both  natives  of  Bo¬ 
hemia  and  reared  in  their  native  country.  At  the 
time  of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Cherveny,  the  mother 
was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Sevek,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children.  After  her  second  marriage  she  located 
with  her  husband  upon  a  farm  in  Bohemia,  and 
they  followed  the  occupation  of  agriculture  in  the 
best  manner  that  their  native  Province  afforded. 
They  were  not,  however,  satisfied  with  their  condi¬ 
tion,  and  resolved  upon  emigrating  to  America, 
whither  their  two  sons  had  preceded  them.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  gathered  together  the  effects  they 
had  decided  to  take  with  them,  and,  parting  from 
home  and  kindred,  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  after 
landing  in  the  New  World,  proceeded  to  Iowa,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Johnson  County.  They  were  possessed 
of  considerable  means,  and  purchased  400  acres  of 
land,  upon  which  they  located  and  set  about  its 
improvement  and  cultivation,  They  established  a 
comfortable  home  there,  where  the  father  resided 
until  receutly,  when,  after  dividing  it  up  among 
his  children,  in  the  spring  of  1886,  he  removed  to 
Belle  Plaine,  Benton  County,  and  is  there  living, 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  The  death 
of  the  mother  occurred  under  very  painful  circum¬ 
stances,  during  the  terrible  storm  of  June  4,  1876. 
The  balance  of  the  family  were  absent  from  home, 
when  their  dwelling  was  struck  by  lightning  and 
demolished,  the  mother  losing  her  life  at  the  same 
time.  The  family  returned  to  find  their  home  in 
ruins,  and  the  voice  of  their  beloved  counselor  and 
friend  forever  stilled  in  death.  The  scene  will 
never  fade  from  their  memories,  and  their  sorrow 
was  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  they  had  received 
no  farewell  words  from  the  cherished  mother  and 
companion  whose  wise  and  patient  counsel  had 
ruled  and  guided  them  in  their  early  years. 

Mr.  Cherveny  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  has  occupied  the  minor  official  posi¬ 
tions  of  his  township;  he  also  held  the  office  of 
Road  Supervisor,  Town  Trustee  and  School  Di¬ 
rector  of  Johnson  County  while  a  resident  there. 
He  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  by  his  voice  and 
vote,  seeks  to  further  the  interests  of  the  party 
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whose  principles  he  believes  to  be  those  which  .are 
best  adapted  to  promote  the  interests  of  this  great 
Republic.  Beligiously  he  is  a  fervent  adherent  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a 
member. 


\f?OAB  LACOC’K.  Among  the  self-made  men 
of  Linn  County,  farmers  by  vocation,  and 
men  who  have  succeeded  through  their  own 
energy  and  perseverance,  and  to-day  are  the 
proprietors  of  fine  and  productive  farms,  men  who 
are  passing  the  sunset  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
competency  obtained  through  years  of  honest  toil 
and  economy,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice.  Joab 
Lacock  is  pleasantly  situated  on  his  fine  farm  on 
section  21,  Linn  Township,  where  he  has  lived 
since  coming  to  the  county  in  1854.  He  is  a  son 
of  Abner  and  Nancy  (Ross)  Lacock,  the  former  a 
native  of  Penns}Tlvania  and  the  latter  of  Indiana. 
After  marriage  his  parents  located  in  Indiana,  and 
were  there  residents  until  coming  to  this  State  in 
1866.  On  their  arrival  here  they  settled  in  Linn 
Township,  this  county,  where  the  father  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  they  both  labored  hand 
in  hand  with  but  one  interest  in  common  until 
their  deaths.  Their  family  of  children  consisted  of 
six  daughters  and  three  sons. 

Mr.  Lacock  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Ripley 
County,  Ind.,  Jan.  15,1823.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity  until  1854,  in  which  year  he  sold 
his  farm  and  came  to  this  county.  Here,  in  Linn 
Township,  he  purchased  240  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tions  18  and  21.  Settling  on  the  latter  section,  he 
built  a  log  house,  and  at  once  engaged  actively  and 
energetically  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
his  place.  Time  rolled  on,  and  with  it  the  ex¬ 
chequer  of  our  subject  became  replenished,  and  the 
old  log  cabin  gave  way  to  a  fine  brick  residence, 
which  was  built  in  1862,  and  in  which  our  subject 
and  his  family  are  at  present  residing.  Not  only 
was  Mr.  Lacock  enabled  to  erect  himself  a  resi¬ 
dence,  barn  and  necessary  out-buildings,  but  has 
added  to  his  landed  interests,  and  at  present  is 
proprietor  of  520  acres,  160  of  which  is  in  Marion 
Township,  and  eighty  acres  in  O’Brien  County,  all 
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of  which  is  under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation. » 

Mr.  Lacock  was  married  to  Elizabeth  J.  Bassett, 
a  native  of  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  the  ceremony  be-§ 
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ing  performed  in  that  State.  She  bore  him  four, 
children — William,  Abner,  Mercy  and  Albert.; 
William  married  Nira  Mann,  and  they  are  living  in- 
Linn  Township;  Abner  took  to  wife  Ada  Mainl¬ 
and  is  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township;  Mercy  is  the: 
wife  of  Joseph  R.  Kearns,  and  they  are  living  in 
Marion  Township ;  Albert  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Allie  Bishop,  and  the}'  are  also  residing  in 
Marion  Township.  Mrs.  Lacock  departed  this  life 
on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1863,  in  Linn  Town-: 
ship,  and  our  subject  formed  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance.  Miss  Christina  Stinger  being  the  other  con¬ 
tracting  party.  She  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  Feb.  19,  1843,  and  is  a  sister  of  P.  M.  Stinger, 
whose  biography  is  given  in  another  part  of  this 
work.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — Charles,  Harvey,  Marion, 
Flora,  Rhoda,  Virgil,  Robert  and  Irvin.  Mr.  La¬ 
cock  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee,  and 
other  minor  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
politics  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
consistent  Christian  gentleman,  and  is  connected 
by  membership  with  the  Baptist  Church. 

A  handsome  lithographic  view  of  the  residence 
and  surroundings  of  Mr.  Lacock  is  shown  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  work. 


EUBEN  W.  GUNNISON.  The  history  of;! 
the  earlier  citizens  of  Linn  County  cannot 
fail  to  be  deeply  interesting  to  the  rising 

•• 

)  and  succeeding  generations.  The  perusal  of 
such  history  is  the  only  means  by  which  they  can 
form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  difficulties  which  be¬ 
set  those  who,  leaving  old  homes  and  old  associa- 
tions,  set  their  faces  westward  to  open  up,  improve 
and  cultivate  a  new  country.  Not  only  were  there 
difficulties  in  the  soil  to  contend  with,  but  also  the 
melancholy  of  solitude  and  the  deprivation  of  hu¬ 
man  companionship,  often  when  it  was  the  most 
needed  of  anything  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  As  : 
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which  they  waged,  often  with  home-sickness  and  ap¬ 
prehension,  these  brave  old  souls  are  mostly  silent. 
As  a  record  of  how  they  overcame  this  and  other 
difficulties,  for  the  most  part,  they  point  silently  to 
the  smiling  fields  and  beautiful  villages,  which 
stand  as  symbols  of  victory. 

Pre-eminent  on  this  roll  of  honor  stands  the  name 
of  Reuben  W.  Gunnison.  Although  perhaps  not 
arriving  here  strictly  in  the  vanguard  of  the  first 
j  ;  civilization  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  such  was  his  en- 
■  ergy  and  enterprise,  and  the  superior  excellence  of 
his  character,  that  he  gave  a  new  impetus  to  the 
embryo  community  within  which  he  located,  and 
^  3  made  his  ineffaceable  mark  upon  it  from  the 
J  :  beginning.  He  is  now  pleasantly  located  on  sec- 
}  tion  16,  Fairfax  Township,  occupying  100  acres  of 
1  :  finely  cultivated  land,  which  he  has  redeemed  from 
|  :  an  almost  primitive  state.  His  homestead  com- 
^  :  prises  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  all  the  build- 
^  -  ings  upon  it,  from  the  dwelling-house  to  the  barns, 
i!  outhouses  and  stables,  being  of  first-class  descrip- 
;ion  and  in  the  most  modern  style,  with  all  the  ap- 
l  B  pliances  and  conveniences  necessary  for  the  carry - 
1  ing  on  of  agriculture  after  the  most  improved 
methods. 

Mr.  Gunnison  came  to  the  county  of  Linn  in 
December,  1864,  locating  in  Fairfax  Township,  and 
purchased  his  farm  from  the  school  lands  which  had 
i  .  just  then  come  into  market,  and  were  consequently 
unimproved.  He  did  not  pause  to  contemplate  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  before  him,  but  at  once  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  enter  upon  it,  with  results  such  as  we 
have  already  intimated.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Old 
Granite  State,  being  born  in  Goshen,  Sullivan  Co.. 
N.  H.,  March  11,  1827.  His  father,  John  Gunni¬ 
son.  was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  followed 
the  occupation  of  agriculture.  He  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  Hugh  Gunnison,  who  emigrated  to  this 
i  •  country  from  Sweden  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
i  ‘ :  settled  in  New  England,  and  was  the  progenitor  of 
the  family  in  the  United  States.  It  is  now  an  ex¬ 
tensive  one,  the  descendants  of  Hugh  Gunnison  be¬ 
ing  scattered  over  most  of  the  States  in  the  Union. 
Wherever  they  have  happened  to  make  settlement, 
they  have  become  leading  citizens,  nearly  always 
ij  occupying  official  positions,  both  in  their  counties 
and  communities.  A  late  member  of  the  family  was 


in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Government  as 
a  surveyor  in  the  Far  West,  the  family  patronymic 
being  applied  to  those  westem'districts  known  as 
the  Gunnison  River,  Gunnison  Mountains,  Gunnison 
County,  and  the  city  by  the  same  name  in  Colo¬ 
rado.  This  gentleman  was  a  second  cousin  to  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  and  was  murdered  by  the 
Mormons,  disguised  as  Indians,  about  1855  or 
1856. 

John  Gunnison,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared,  educated  and  married,  in  his  native  town, 


the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Miss  Nallie 
Willey,  a  native  of  the  same  count}'  as  her  husband, 
and  of  New  England  parentage  and  ancestry. 
The}'  located  in  Sullivan  County,  N.  II.,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  the  death  of  the  mother,  which 
occurred  when  her  son,  Reuben  W.,  was  sixteen 
years  old.  She  had  borne  her  husband  five  chil¬ 
dren,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  our  subject  be¬ 
ing  the  third  in  order  of  birth;  one  daughter  and 
one  son  are  now  deceased.  In  due  time  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Gunnison  was  again 
married,  being  united  to  Mrs.  (Willey)  Smith, 
after  which  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  in  1857,  loca¬ 
ting  in  Aurora,  Kane  County,  where  he  and  his 
second  wife  both  died;  the  father  in  1882,  at  the 
age  of  eightv-eight,  and  his  wife  two  years  later, 
aged  eighty-four. 

The  early  years  of  Reuben  IV.  Gunnison  were 
spent  under  the  parental  roof,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  duties  of  the  farm.  He  received  an  excellent 
education,  first  attending  the  common  schools,  and 
afterward  several  academies  in  the  State.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  his  studies,  making  good  prog¬ 
ress,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  became  a  teacher. 
Subsequently  he  went  to  Massachusetts,  entering  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  where  he 
graduated  with  honors.  He  taught  twenty-two 
terms  successively,  and  in  the  meantime  was  united 
in  marriage,  April  10,  1856,  with  Miss  Olive  D. 
Call,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Polly  (Dunham) 
Call,  natives  of  Newport,  N.  II.,  of  New  England 
parentage  and  pure  English  origin.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  G.  lived  upon  a  farm  and  carried  on  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits,  residing  most  of  their  lives  in  Sulli¬ 
van  County,  where  the  mother  died  in  1851.  In 
due  time  the  father -was  again  married,  chosing  for 
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his  second  wife  Miss  Clarissa  Whittier,  and  they 
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both  died  in  their  native  county.  They  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  of  whom  Mrs.  G.  was  the  third  child,  and  was 
born  Oct.  G,  1830.  She  was  reared  in  the  parental 
household,  and  completed  her  education  at  New¬ 
port  Academy ;  she  was  possessed  of  a  natural  tal¬ 
ent  for  painting,  of  which  art  she  became  an  accom¬ 
plished  teacher.  In  later  years  she  taught  in  the 
public  schools,  and  was  engaged  in  both  depart¬ 


ments  for  a  few  years  after  her  marriage. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Gunnison  of  our  sketch  was  an 
active  politician,  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla¬ 


ture,  and  in  the  meantime  filled  many  of  the  local 

PH 


offices  of  his  town  and  county.  Both  he  and  his 
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wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Reuben  W.  Gunnison  was  carefully  reared,  and, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  sire,  is 
greatly  interested  in  local  and  general  politics. 
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greatly  to  be  desired,  and  they  determined  to  be¬ 
come  residents  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  whose  fair 
fields  were  rapidly  becoming  settled  up.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  effected  a  removal,  locating  in  Fairfax 

r  Township,  this  county,  and  settled  upon  a  farm, 

T 


Earl}'  in  life  his  political  principles  leaned  toward 
the  Democracy,  but  latterly  he  has  changed  his 
opinions,  and  now  feels  it  his  duty  to  indorse  Re¬ 
publicanism,  and  lend  the  weight  of  his  influence 
toward  the  support  of  that  party.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  is  peculiarly  pleasant  and 
genial,  both  having  refined  tastes  and  both  inter¬ 
ested  in  fine  arts.  They  both  continued  engaged 
as  teachers  for  some  time  after  their  marriage.  In 
1858  they  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Cook  County, 
at  what  is  now  Norwood  Park.  They  remained 
there  five  years,  and  then  decided  to  change  their 
The  benefits  of  farm  life  seemed  to  them 


which  they  have  since  occupied  and  which  consti¬ 


tutes  the  family  homestead.  To  their  union  two 


children  have  been  born:  Eugene  S.,  born  Jan. 


17,  1862,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  College  at 


Grinnell.  He  was  in  the  building  during  the 


cyclone  of  June  17,  1882,  and  went  down  with  the 
debris,  but  fortunately  escaped  with  slight  injuries. 
After  graduating  at  this  institution  he  became  a 
student  at  law  with  Mr.  Bingham,  in  Cedar  Rapids. 


Nina  A.  was  born  Nov.  2,  1863;  she  was  educated 
at  Grinnell,  and  at  Coe  College,  Cedar  Rapids. 
She  is  an  accomplished  young  lady,  a  brilliant 
member  of  society,  and  resides  at  home  with  her 
parents.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  Mr.  G.  is  a  Deacon 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve 
years,  and  served  upon  the  School  Board  of  his 
township,  retaining,  with  his  excellent  lady,  a  keen 
interest  in  educational  matters.  Their  homestead 
is  finely  located,  and  they  are  surrounded  with  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 
They  present  a  model  household,  and  enjoy  the 
universal  respect  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors 
and  acquaintances. 
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lERNARD  McLAUGHLIN.  Among  the  self- 
made  men  of  Linn  County,  and  one  of  her 
foremost  agriculturists,  as  well  as  a  gentle¬ 
man  respected  for  his  sterling  worth  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  we  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  notice.  He  is  a  farmer  by  calling, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation 
on  his  fine  farm  on  section  10,  Buffalo  Township. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  McLaughlin  were  Dennis  and 
Mattie  McLaughlin,  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 
His  father  departed  this  life  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four.  His  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age 
of  ninety.  They  had  six  children — Patrick,  Ber¬ 
nard,  James,  Francis,  Ellen  and  Mattie. 

Bernard  McLaughlin  was  born  in  the  “land  of  the 
shamrock”  March  15. 1827.  When  twenty  years  of 
his  life  had  passed  he  went  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
after  working  in  a  foundry  in  that  city  for  a  few  years 
he  crossed  the  briny  waters  and  landed  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  determining  to  make  this  country  his  future 
home.  He  lived  in  the  city  of  brotherly  love  for  some 
five  years,  variously  occupied,  and  in  1854  came  to 
this  State  and  settled  in  Anamosa.  Residing  there 
for  six  years,  occupied  in  laboring  at  different  vo¬ 
cations,  he  in  1860,  settled  in  Buffalo  Township, 
this  county.  Here  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  10,  settled  upon  it  and  has  since  made 
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it  his'home,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
has  made  valuable  improvements  upon  his  place, 
brought  his  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
increased  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  347  acres.  His  success  in  life  is  attribut¬ 
able  to  no  legacy,  but  to  his  own  indomitable  en¬ 
ergy  and  perseverance,  coupled  with  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  his  good  helpmeet. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  in  his  native  isle  to 
Miss  Hannah  Neiley,  also  a  native  of  that  country. 
She  has  borne  him  eight  children,  whom  they  named 
Francis,  Patrick,  Mary  A.,  George  J..  Matilda  E., 
Simon  T.,  Hannah  B.  and  Bernard  L.  The  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  in  Buffalo  Township,  July 
22,  1878.  Of  their  children,  Francis  is  living  in 
Prairieburg,  as  also  is  Patrick;  Mary  A.  became 
the  wife  of  Michael  Fleming  and  died  in  Buffalo 
Township,  Dec.  8,  1881;  George  J.  died  at  Ana- 
mosa  in  1861.  Matilda  departed  this  life  in  Buffalo 
Township,  May  17,  1884;  Simon  T.  is  a  farmer  of 
Buffalo  Township :  Hannah  lives  at  home ;  Bernard 
is  a  resident  of  Prairieburg.  Mr.  McLaughlin  has 
held  the  office  of  Overseer  of  Highways  for  seven¬ 
teen  years,  and  has  also  been  the  incumbent  of  offices 
of  Township  Trustee  and  School  Director.  Relig¬ 
iously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 


MOS  JUDD,  a  retired  farmer  of  Bowlder 
Township,  is  a  son  of  Norman  and  Mary 
A.  (Lamson)  Judd,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  The  par¬ 
ents  had  six  children,  our  subject  being  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1844.  He  lived  at  home 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  during  which  time 
he  worked  on  the  farm,  then  went  to  Winnebago 
County,  Ill.,  where  he  resided  for  about  a  year. 
We  next  hear  of  him  in  Colorado,  where  he  spent 
two  years,  and  then  came  to  this  county,  and  in 
October,  1 868,  made  a  settlement  in  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside  until  the 
present  time.  His  }Tears  thus  far  in  life  have  been 
passed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  sufficiency  of  this  world’s  goods  to 
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enable  him  to  live  retired  from  active  labor.  He 
is  the  owner  of  170  acres  of  good  farm  land,  be¬ 
sides  personal  property,  and  what  he  possesses  he 
has  made  by  his  own  labor. 

Mr.  Judd  was  married  at  Marion.  Iowa,  Dec.  24, 
1868,  to  Mary  E.  McArthur,  daughter  of  William 
and  Maria  McArthur,  the  former  of  whom  has  a 
brief  biographical  notice  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Judd 
was  born  in  Delaware  Countv,  N.  4 .,  Sept.  1 2, 
1 845,  and  to  her  union  with  our  subject  one  child 
— Blanche — has  been  born.  Mr.  Judd  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  fellowship 
with  Byrl  Lodge,  No.  421,  of  Prairieburg.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
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RS.  JANE  STINSON,  widow  of  Horace 
Stinson,  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  resides 
on  section  29,  Monroe  Township.  She  was 
born  in  Canton,  Ohio,  Jan.  16,  1820,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Keziah  (Hill)  Sufficool. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1798,  and 
died  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  in  1876;  her 
mother  was  born  in  Stark  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1803, 
and  died  in  1876,  in  the  same  place  as  her  husband. 
Their  marriage  took  place  when  Isaac  Sufficool  was 
twenty-two  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  namely :  Jane,  Samuel,  Orlando, 
Mary,  John,  William,  Erastus,  Elizabeth,  Almira, 
Francis  and  Wallace. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1838,  to  Horace  Stin¬ 
son.  who  was  born  March  6,  1815,  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  farmer  by  profession  and 
attended  the  common  schools  for  his  education. 
He  came  to  this  State  in  1848,  entered  160  acres  of 
fine  timber  land,  and  set  to  work  to  make  improve¬ 
ments,  erecting  a  fine  dwelling-house  in  1876.  He 
died  Jan.  3,  1884,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Shiloh 
Cemetery.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  for  over  twenty-four  3’ears,  and  was  a  strict 
adherent  to  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament, 
which  he  took  for  his  creed.  He  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Alfred,  born  Sept.  21, 
1840,  married  Miss  Margaret  Coleman,  and  is  now 
living  in  Iowa  County ;  Hiram  married  Miss  Louisa 
Carpenter,  and  is  now  living  in  Republican  County, 
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Kan.;  Olive  became  the  wife  of  F.  Wilson,  and 
now  lives  in  this  county;  Keziah  married  Lazarus 
Vannote,  of  this  township;  Mary  married  Charles 
\  annote,  also  of  this  township;  John; now  living  in 
Nebraska,  was  born  Oct.  6,  1854;  Samuel,  born  July 
1G,  1856,  still  lives  with  his  mother;  Sarah  E.,  born 
Feb.  8,  1859;  Charlotte  married  Oliver  Roy,  of  this 
township,  and  now  lives  in  Colfax  County,  Neb. 
Alfred  and  Hiram,  the  two  oldest  boys  of  the  family, 
enlisted  in  the  81st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  for 
three  years,  being  discharged  in  1865.  Neither  one 
was  ever  wounded  ;  both  entered  the  service  as  pri¬ 
vates  and  were  mustered  out  as  Sergeants. 

Mrs.  Stinson  is  a  woman  of  rare  business  accom¬ 
plishments,  as  is  shown  in  her  successful  management 
of  her  farm,  and  in  her  widowhood  shows  that  rare 
quality  and  courage  which  enables  her  to  cope  with 
the  difficulties  of  life.  She  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
her  family,  to  whom  she  has  been  one  of  the  kind¬ 
est  and  most  faithful  of  mothers.  By  the  loveliness 
of  her  life  and  her  strictjdevotion  to  duty,  she  has 
won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  her. 


p^OBERT  WRIGHT.  Among  Linn  County’s 
1-3  foremost  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers,  as 
:  \\\  "’ell  as  one  who  is  self-made  in  every  re- 
y||)spect  the  word  implies,  we  take  pleasure  in 
mentioning  a  few  facts  connected  with  the  life  of 
the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  his  fine  place  on  sec¬ 
tion  32,  Brown  Township,  and  is  meeting  with  far 
more  than  ordinary  success  prosecution  of 

his  chosen  calling.  His  parents  were  James  and 
Dorcas  (Phillips)  Wright,  natives  of  Maryland,  and 
of  German  ancestry.  After  marriage  they  settled 
in  Washington  Township,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  they  lived  for  many  years.  The 
father  during  this  time  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  removed  from  that  county  to  Greene 
County,  same  State,  and  several  years  later  they 
went  to  Tyler  County,  W.  Va.,  settling  about  fif- 
_  teen  miles  from  the  Ohio  River,  where  they  con¬ 

tinued  to  live  and  labor  until  they  passed  to  the 
home  beyond  the  grave.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children — Clark,  Nancy  and  Robert. 
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Robert  A\  right  was  born  in  Washington  County, 

Pa.,  Jan.  14,  1836.  He  was  reared  a  farmer’s  boy 
and  lived  at  home  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
and  assisting  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  this  State.  In  the  spring  of  1854  he  set  foot 
upon  Linn  County  soil,  a  poor  boy,  but  with  a  de-  j 
termination  to  succeed.  He  consequently  worked 
out  by  the  month  on  a  farm  for  two  years  in  Brown 
township.  After  that  he  labored  at  various  occu¬ 
pations,  and  then,  in  1858,  went  to  Kansas,  where 
he  spent  one  summer.  Returning  to  this  county 
he  rented  a  farm  in  Brown  Township,  and  for  five 
years  cultivated  rented  land.  He  then  purchased  ; 
200  acres  which  was  located  on  section  32,  Brown 
Township,  on  which  he  settled  with  a  resolve  to 

-  I 

make  it  his  permanent  home,  which  resolution  has 
been  kept  until  the  present  time.  His  land  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  upon  it 
a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  our  subject  has, 
by  energy  and  perseverance,  together  with  economy 
and  good  judgment,  been  enabled  to  add  to  his 
original  purchase  of  real  estate  until  he  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  the  owner  of  upward  of  630  acres,  all  of  which 
is  valuable  land.  When  he  came  to  the  county  he 
had  not  a  dollar,  and  his  record  is  one  that  the 
younger  people  who  have  yet  a  future  before  them 
might  well  follow.  He  keeps  on  his  place  about 
200  head  of  cattle,  18  to  25  head  of  horses,  and 
fattens  from  180  to  250  head  of  hogs  annually. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  in  Linn  Township, 
April  6,  1856,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mentzer,  daughter 
of  David  and  Nancy  (A\  iles)  Mentzer,  natives  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.  They  were  married  and  set¬ 
tled  there,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854  came  to  this 
county,  locating  in  Linn  Township,  where  the  father 
died  Dec.  11,  1869.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
the  children  born  of  their  union  were  Elizabeth, 
Catherine,  Mary,  Susan,  William,  Daniel,  Benja¬ 
min,  John,  Ann  M.  and  Lydia.  Mrs.  Wright  was 
born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1837,  and 
has  borne  our  subject  six  children — Charles,  living 
at  home;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  M.  C.  Plummer,  now 
living  in  Linn  Township;  Mary  E. ;  Florence,  and 
one  unnamed,  died  in  infancy ;  Ada  departed  this 
life  March  29,  1884. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  gentleman  who  has  never  sought 
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office,  but  in  the  summer  of  1886  he  was  elected 
Delegate  to  the  State  Democratic  Convention  at 
Des  Moines.  He  is  a  man  popular  with  his  fellow- 
men,  as  is  instanced  by  his  race  for  the  Legislature 
in  1885,  he  coming  within  nineteen  votes  of  being- 
elected  in  a  county  strictly  Republican,  and  he 
holding  other  political  views.  He  has  been  ex¬ 
tensively  engaged  in  the  stock  and  grain  business, 
and  since  1871  has  been  connected  with  Irving  P. 
Bowdish  in  the  stock  and  grain  business.  He  was 
also  connected  with  Irving  P.  Bowdish  and  Daniel 
Doan  for  some  years  in  the  same  business,  when 
Mr.  Doan  retired  from  the  company.  Socially  ouF 
subject  is  a  member  of  Springfield  Lodge,  No.  129, 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Marion,  and  a  Knight  Temp¬ 
lar.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  ranks 
among  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  this  county  as 
well  as  extensive  stock-raisers,  and  what  he  has  of 
this  world’s  goods  has  been  accumulated  through 
his  own  energy  and  perseverance. 

OHN  MENTZER,  deceased.  The  honored 
name  of  the  subject  of  this  history  will  be 
remembered  long  after  those  who  were  per¬ 
sonally  acquainted  with  him  have  passed 
away.  He  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  a  man  of  great  energy  and  force  of 
character,  and  left  his  decided  impress  upon  the 
community  in  which  he  lived  and  upon  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  a  native  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  born  March  9,  1809.  His 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Marion,  Nov.  3, 
1882,  after  a  long  season  of  great  suffering,  his 
death  being  caused  by  cancer. 

John  Mentzer  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Eva 
(Hinkel)  Mentzer,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Their  ancestors  were  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  America  in  colonial  days.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  as  a  mason, 
becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business  in 
all  its  branches,  and  attained  to  the  position  of  a 
master  workman,  contractor  and  builder.  Fie  helped 
to  build  the  college  at  Fannettsburg,  Pa. ;  contract¬ 
ed  for  and  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  college  at 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  and  was  the  superintendent  of 
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many  other  public  and  private  buildings  then  in 
course  of  erection  in  his  native  State.  In  early  life 
he  exhibited  that  S3rstem  and  thoroughness  in  all 
his  undertakings  which  characterized  him  until  the 
close  of  his  business  career. 

The  marriage  of  John  Mentzer  and  Miss  Nancy 
Foreman  took  place  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Aug. 
22,  1833.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Sarah  (Burger)  Foreman,  and  was  born  near  Mt. 
Hope,  Franklin  County,  July  12,  1814.  Nine 
children  were  the  result  of  this  union,  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  except 
two  sons.  The  record  is  as  follows:  George  A. 
was  born  March  15,  1835,  and  died  April  6  of  the 
same  year;  Thomas  J..  born  May  8,  1836,  was 
married,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  at  Shenandoah,  Page  Co.,  Iowa;  Frederick, 
born  June  21,  1839,  only  lived  a  few  hours;  Sarah, 
born  Aug.  18,  1840.  is  the  wife  of  Peter  C.  Garrett, 
of  the  firm  of  Mentzer  &  Garrett,  furniture  dealers 
at  Marion  (see  sketches) ;  Patrick  Henry,  born 
Sept.  3,  1843,  is  married,  and  (411  gaged  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  with  his  broth¬ 
ers;  Benjamin  F.,  born  Aug.  1,  1847,  married  Miss 
Carrie  Daniels,  and  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
furniture  business  at  Marion;  John,  born  Feb.  10, 
1851.  married  Miss  Emma  Myers  and  is  in  business 
with  his  brothers  at  Shenandoah;  Charles  C.,  born 
Sept.  9,  1854,  married  Miss  Alice  Walser,  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Marion;  he  is  also  interested  in  the  canning 
business  at  Shenandoah;  Mary  C.,  born  Sept.  10, 
1858,  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Gunnison,  of  Sidney, 
Fremont  Co.,  Iowa.  The  two  last  named  were 
born  in  Marion,  and  the  others  in  Franklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa. 

Mr.  Mentzer  emigrated  with  his  family  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Marion,  Iowa,  in  1854.  arriving 
here  on  the  6th  of  April.  He  at  once  engaged  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  former  business,  which  he 
had  carried  on  extensively  for  many  jTears.  His 
skill  as  a  workman,  his  thoroughness  and  his  supe¬ 
rior  taste  as  an  architect,  soon  came  to  be  recog¬ 
nized,  and  he  was  employed  to  superintend  the 
erection  of  many  of  the  principal  business  blocks 
and  finest  residences  of  Marion.  Among  these  are 
the  Park  Place  Hotel,  Marion  High  School,  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  the  old  stone  mills,  since 
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burned,  the  fine. residences  of  I).  T.  McAfee,  Joseph 
Mentzer,  the  late  Col.  Smythe,  and  Thomas  8. 
Ovington. 

Mr.  Mentzer  was  well  educated,  and  prior  to 
coming  to  Iowa  had  been  employed  several  terms 
as  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  his  native  county. 
He  was  well  informed  on  general  subjects,  fond  of 
argument,  and  was  a  keen  debater.  lie  was  well 
versed  in  sacred  history,  had  been  reared  in  the 
Lutheran  denomination,  and  was  more  than  a 
match  for  the  average  minister  in  the  discussion  of 
Biblical  topics.  In  the  matter  of  education  he  was 
largely  self-taught,  for  his  duties  as  an  apprenticed 
mason  involved  hard  labor,  leaving  him  fatigued 
when  night  came,  j7et  at  night  he  devoted  hours  to 
his  studies  when  his  fellow-workmen  were  sleeping. 
He  applied  himself  with  the  same  indomitable  zeal 
to  everything  he  undertook.  In  his  vocation  he 
was  a  master  workman,  rapid  and  perfect  in  execu¬ 
tion.  He  possessed  an  energy  and  force  of  char¬ 
acter  that  eminently  fitted  him  for  a  leader.  Often 
in  the  large  number  of  men  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Mentzer  there  would  be  drones;  with  such  he  had 
no  patience,  and  they  were  either  forced  to  do 
their  duty  or  were  weeded  out.  His  success  as  a 
builder  was  the  result  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
his  business,  combined  with  an  untiring  industry 
and  a  conscientious  determination  to  do  honest 
work. 

John  Mentzer  was  the  father  of  a  large  family 
and  always  provided  liberally  for  them.  He  was 
stern  and  exacting  in  family  discipline,  believing 
such  a  course  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  but  nevertheless,  he  was  kind,  and  took  great 
pride  in  his  family.  He  was  quick  tempered  and  a 
man  of  strong  passions,  but  no  one  could  truthfully 
charge  him  with  being  unjust  or  unmanly.  His  in¬ 
tegrity  was  beyond  question,  and  his  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond.  Politically  he  was  an  uncom¬ 
promising  Democrat,  and  always  advocated  with 
zeal  the  principles  and  policy  of  that  party. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Mentzer  still  survives,  and  is  resid¬ 
ing  at  Marion.  This  aged  and  revered  lady  has 
been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother;  no  labor  was  too 
great,  no  self-sacrifice  regretted,  in  the  interest  of 
those  she  loved.  She  was  always  patient,  indus¬ 
trious  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  her  home 


duties.  She  reared  a  large  family  successfully, 
giving  them  by  example,  as  well  as  precept,  lessons 
in  truth,  honesty,  frugality  and  industry,  and  has 
been  rewarded  by  living  to  see  them  become  worthy 
and  respected  members  of  society.  It  is  a  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  behold  lives  like  these  rounded  up  ripe  in 
years,  and  fruitful  in  good  deeds.  Verily,  they 
have  not  lived  in  vain. 

The  portraits  of  Mr.  Mentzer 
are  presented  on  another  page  of 
highly  appreciated. 
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SAAC  G.  LICHTEBARGER  is  a  promising 
young  farmer  of  Clinton  Township,  and  the 
owner  of  120  acres  on  section  85.  His  place 
is  finely  improved,  and  well  stocked  with  good 
breeds  of  the  domestic  animals.  He  is  a  native  of 
Linn  County,  and  was  born  Dec.  13,  1851.  His 
father,  Isaac,  was  a  brother  of  Joseph  Lichtebarger 
(see  sketch  for  parental  history).  The  father  of  our 
subject,  however,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Linn  County,  coming  here  from  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born,  reared,  educated 
and  married.  His  wife  was  Miss  Mary  McDowell 
(see  sketch  of  Godfrey  McDowell).  She  was  born 
and  reared  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  father’s  family  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  only  the  sons  are  living.  He 
was  bereft  of  a  father’s  care  when  a  child  of  two 
years  old,  and  was  reared  by  his  mother,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  her  death.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  all  his  life. 
He  was  brought  up  to  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy,  and  in  due  time,  finding  that  he  could  main¬ 
tain  a  helpmeet,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Maggie  McKinnon,  their  marriage 
being  celebrated  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1878.  Mrs. 
Lichtebarger  was  born  in  College  Township,  this 
county.  Nov.  15,  1857,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  Martha  J.  (Mathews)  McKinnon. 
She  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children,  of  whom  one,  William  A., 
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died  in  infancy.  The  living  are  Alfred  R.,  Martha 
B.  and  Elmer  G.  Mrs.  L.  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  L.  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  is  earnest  and  decided  in  his  con¬ 
victions,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  casts  the 
weight  of  his  influence  in  support  of  that  party.  lie 
is  a  promising  young  citizen,  and  has  obtained  a 
fine  start  in  life,  financially,  and  by  his  honorable 
dealing  and  uprightness  of  character  has  secured 
the  good-will  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  ac¬ 
quaintances.  He  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the 
pillars  of  his  community,  and  in  the  near  future 
will  rank  among  its  most  solid  and  substantial  citi¬ 
zens. 

R.  JOHN  W.  FIRKINS,  deceased,  formerly 
a  prominent  physician  of  Fairfax  Milage, 
was  born  in  Galesburg,  Knox  Co.,  Ill., 
Sept.  10,  1843,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Fairfax  Village,  Aug.  27,  1884.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Firkins,  a  highly  respectable  and  skilled  me¬ 
chanic  of  the  Empire  State.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  mother  was  Adeline  Martin,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ohio.  They  came  to  Knox  Count}',  111., 
about  1842,  where  the  decease  of  the  father  oc¬ 
curred  a  short  time  afterward,  a  few  months  before 
the  birth  of  his  only  son,  the  subject  of  this  notice. 
After  her  little  son  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  two 
3Tears,  Mrs.  Firkins  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
with  Mr.  Frederick  Jordan,  in  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
where  she  had  removed  when  her  boy  was  a  babe 
of  six  weeks  old.  She  is  yet  living  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship.  and  is  sixty-four  years  of  age. 

John  W.  remained  with  his  mother  until  he  at¬ 
tained  years  of  manhood,  soon  after  which  he  be¬ 
came  a  student  of  medicine  with  Drs.  Love  and 
Kepler,  of  Springville,  this  county,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  entering  upon  a  course  of  lectures 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago, 
and  graduated  at  Rush  Medical  College  in  1869. 
After  receiving  his  diploma  he  began  the  practice 
of  medicine  at  Fairfax,  and  at  the  same  time  became 
proprietor  of  the  drug  store  at  this  place.  In  1873 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Fairfax,  and  contin¬ 
ued  in  possession  of  the  office  until  his  death,  after 
which  he  was  succeeded  by  his  estimable  wife. 


Dr.  Firkins  was  a  successful  physician  and  a  pop¬ 
ular  citizen.  He  was  married  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Linn 
County.  Feb.  11,  1869,  to  Miss  Alice  C.  Grove. 
She  was  a  native  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  born 
March  10,  1X48.  Her  parents  were  John  and 
Mary  (Wain)  Grove,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  of  pure  German  ancestry.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Ohio,  after  which  they  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  removed  to  Linn  County 
in  1849,  settling  in  Franklin  Township.  There  the 
life  of  the  father  terminated  in  1857.  The  mother 
still  survives,  making  her  home  with  one  of  her 
younger  sons,  Samuel  Grove,  in  Franklin  Township. 
To  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Firkins  seven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  all  living  but  one,  Frederick,  a 
twin.  The  remaining  ones — Effie,  Edgar,  Addy, 
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Otis,  Franklin  and 
widowed  mother. 

Dr.  Firkins  was  a  member 
the  Congregational  Church,  to  which  denomination 
Mrs.  F.  also  adheres.  He  was  a  Republican,  be¬ 
lieving  sincerely  in  the  principles  upheld  by  that 
party,  and  casting  his  vote  faithfully  and  con¬ 
scientiously  in  the  endorsement  of  those  principles. 
He  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  was 
deeply  lamented  by  the  community,  which  could 
not  well  afford  to  lose  so  valuable  a  member.  He 
left  to  his  sons  the  heritage  of  an  irreproachable 
life  and  an  honorable  name. 
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QUILL AR  MILLER.  The  gentleman  whose 
history  we  briefly  give  below  is  a  well- 
known  and  respected  citizen  of  Fairfax 
!(^JJ  Township,  residing  on  the  farm  where  he 
originally  located  in  1 863,  and  which  lies  on  sec¬ 
tion  12.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  200  acres, 
well  improved,  and  equipped  with  a  fine  dwelling, 
handsome  barns,  and  all  necessary  out-buildings 
for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of  grain. 

His  name  is  well  known  in  Cedar  Rapids  as  the  ex¬ 
pert  butter-maker  of  Fairfax  Township,  his  exper¬ 
ience  in  this  business  having  won  for  him  a  well- 
merited  reputation  among  those  who  profess  good 
judgment  in  these  matters. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  Jan. 
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22,  1827.  1 1  is  father,  Samuel  Miller,  was  a  native 

of  the  same  State  and  county,  and  of  pure  German 
descent.  He  was  married  in  the  county  of  his 
birth  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Winter,  who  also  was  born 
and  reared  in  York  County,  Pa.  Like  her  husband, 
she  was  of  German  ancestry.  Our  subject  is  the 
eldest  son  of  seven  children — live  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  was  fourteen  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  with  their  family  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where 
they  settled  in  Morrow  County.  The  Buckeye 
State  was  then  comparatively  new,  and  the  land 
upon  which  they  located  was  unimproved.  With 
characteristic  industry  the  father  set  about  its  cul¬ 
tivation,  and  in  due  time  received  the  reward  of 
his  labors  in  the  establishment  of  a  comfortable 
homestead  surrounded  by  well-cultivated  fields. 
He  departed  this  life  Jan.  12,  1872,  at  the  good 
old  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The  mother  is  yet 
living,  her  home  being  with  her  youngest  daughter, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Fish,  in  Morrow  County.  The  excel¬ 
lent  old  lady  has  now  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband,  in  then- 
young  days,  were  active  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  in  which  denomination  the  father 
was  invested  with  several  important  offices. 

The  maternal  grandparent  of  our  subject  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  survived  all  its  vicis¬ 
situdes,  and  died  at  his  home  in  York  County,  Pa 
He  kept  a  public-house  there,  which  was  well  and 
popularly  known  throughout  the  Keystone  State, 
on  account  of  the  superior  apple-brandy  which  it 
furnished  to  its  guests. 

Aquillar  Miller  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  and 
until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  6,  1849.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  was  Miss  Temperance  Phillips,  born  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  29,  1825.  Her  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Hedrick)  Phillips,  and 
they  followed  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
They  were  pioneer  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  Buck- 
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eye  State,  and  the  Hedrick  family  were  especially 
prominent  on  account  of  the  part  they  took  in 
political  matters.  Isaac  Hedrick  represented  his 
county  and  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
they  lived  through  the  period  of  frontier  troubles, 
often  fleeing  from  their  cabins  to  the  block-houses, 


erected  at  intervals,  for  protection  against  the 
Indians.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  June  19,  1851,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two.  The  father  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
with  Jacintha  Cook,  Feb.  2(1,  1852.  He  died  on 
the  old  Phillips  homestead,  Aug.  1G,  1880.  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six.  He  accumulated  a 
large  property  and  was  a  stockholder  in  three  banks 
of  Richland  County.  The  family  is  an  old  and 
honored  one,  and  -sprang  from  German,  English 
and  Welsh  ancestry.  They  constituted  the  upper 
class  of  agriculturists,  and  their  farm  operations 
were  conducted  by  the  same  business  methods 
which  brought  success  to  all  their  other  enterprises. 

Mrs.  Miller  was  carefully  reared  under  the  train¬ 
ing  of  an  excellent  mother,  and  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage.  By  her  union 
with  the  subject  of  our  sketch  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  only  five  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing:  Sarah  E.  became  the  wife  of  Hemy  Stephen¬ 
son,  a  farmer,  who  i's  pursuing  his  calling  in 
Audubon  County;  Mary  married  Thomas  Stephen¬ 
son,  a  farmer,  and  they  are  also  residents  of  Audu¬ 
bon  County;  William  E.  is  living  at  home,  and 
with  Avery  E.,  also  at  home,  is  the  owner  of  200 
acres  of  good  land ;  in  addition  to  the  cultivation 
of  this  they  also  have  the  management  of  the 
father’s  homestead ;  they  are  both  unmarried ;  Car¬ 
rie  is  living  at  home. 

ilr.  Miller,  our  subject,  came  to  Iowa  in  the 
spring  of  1851,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one 
child.  They  made  the  trip  overland  with  teams 
and  covered  wagons,  and  thus  transported  their 
valuables  and  their  provisions  across  the  prairie. 
They  were  ferried  across  the  Mississippi,  came  into 
Iowa,  and  made  their  first  location  in  Monroe 
Township,  Linn  County,  purchasing  160  acres, 
which  were  unimproved.  In  due  time  they  brought 
it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  eventually 
sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Good,  who  still  occupies  it.  Mr. 
Miller  then  located  on  his  present  home  in  Fairfax 
Township,  a  view  of  which  is  presented  in  this 
volume. 

Mr.  Miller  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  all 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  M. 
is  a  Deacon.  He  has  been  honored  with  many 
minor  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  township,  hav- 
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ing  been  Township  Clerk  and  Assessor.  A  brother 
of  this  gentleman.  John  Miller,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
late  Civil  War,  and  was  fatally  wounded  at  Cham¬ 
pion  Hills,  Miss.  He  belonged  to  the  command  of 
Capt.  Smith,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was  a  member 
of  Co.  G.,  24th  Iowa  Yol.  Regt.  The  shot  which 
caused  his  death  came  from  the  rifle  of  a  sharp¬ 
shooter,  who  was  concealed  in  the  branches  of  a 
tree,  and  the  ball  passed  through  his  heart.  Mrs. 
M.  was  also  bereft  of  her  brother  William,  who  was 
engaged  in  fighting  for  his  country.  He  received 
a  fatal  wound  at  Murfreesboro  by  a  gunshot 
through  the  head;  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Ohio. 

The  Miller  family  is  well  known  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  throughout  the  county,  and  has  contributed 
its  full  quota  toward  the  building  tip  of  the  section 
of  which  they  may  be  classed  as  the  early  pioneers. 
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ILLIAM  McARTHUR,  who  is  now  passing 
the  sunset  of  life  in  quiet  retirement  from 
active  labor  in  the  pleasant  little  village  of 
Prairieburg,  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Fer¬ 
guson)  McArthur,  who  were  of  Scotch  descent 
but  emigrated  from  North  Ireland  to  America. 
The  parents  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  youngest.  Mr.  McArthur  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
21,  1817.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  lived  in 
his  native  count}’  until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he 
moved  to  McHenry  County,  Ill.,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  and  was  engaged  in  its 'cultivation 
until  1861.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  came  to 
this  county,  settling  in  Bowlder  Township,  where 
he  lived  until  1881,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  March  of  that  year  he  moved  to  Prairieburg, 
where  he  has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  property  in  Anamosa,  Jones  Co.,  Iowa. 
Mr.  McArthur  was  married  in  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.,  June  21,  1838,  to  Maria,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Deitz)  Burnside,  who  were  of  English  and 
German  ancestry.  Her  parents  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  Mrs.  McArthur  being  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth.  .She  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y., 


March  25,  1820,  and  has  borne  our  subject  three 
children — Sarah  A.,  Mary  E.,  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Burnside, 
the  present  Sheriff  of  Linn  County;  Mary  E.  mar¬ 
ried  Amos  Judd,  and  they  are  living  in  Prairieburg ; 
Mr.  McArthur  has  held  the  office  of  Township 
Trustee  and  Road  Overseer,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 

- O  $S>0 - *§> — 

'  VERETT  OXLEY.  Among  the  pioneers 
of  Linn  County  of  1840,  who  are  yet  living, 
is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  21,  Bertram  Township.  Since  his 
location  in  the  county  he  has  been  engaged  almost 
exclusively  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  conse¬ 
quently  has  contributed  his  quota  toward  the  agri¬ 
cultural  development  of  the  county.  He  came  here, 
like  many  others,  hoping  to  better  his  financial  con¬ 
dition  and  to  procure  a  home  for  himself  and  fam¬ 
ily,  and  although  he  encountered  many  obstacles  he 
has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a  competency,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  and  productive  farm  of 
200  acres,  with  all  modern  improvements,  located 
on  the  above-named  section. 

Mr.  Oxley  is  a  son  of  Everett  and  Celia  (Scott) 
Oxley,  of  whom  a  short  sketch  is  given  in  this  work 
in  connection  with  the  biography  of  Perry  Oxley. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  about 
five  miles  from  Lexington,  Jan.  20,  1812.  He  came 
with  his  brother  William  to  this  county  from  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ind.,  in  1840.  While  a  resident 
of  Montgomery  County  he  devoted  his  time  to  farm¬ 
ing.  On  disposing  of  his  interests,  both  real  and 
personal,  in  Indiana,  and  arriving  in  this  county,  he 
at  once  settled  on  section  21,  Bertram  Township. 
That  is,  he  simply  “squatted”  there,  the  land  not 
having  come  into  market,  and  erected  the  custom¬ 
ary  log  cabin.  Into  this  humble  abode  he  moved 
his  family,  and  entered  upon  the  labors  of  a  pioneer 
life,  and  continued  to  reside  there  for  five  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  occupied  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  land.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he 
erected  a  frame  residence,  in  which  he  lived  until 
1861,  when  he  built  the  fine  brick  house  in  which 
he  is  now  living. 

The  first  purchase  of  Mr.  Oxley  on  coming  to 
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this  county  was  the  tract  of  land  on  which  he 
•‘squatted,”  consisting  of  160  acres,  which  he  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Government.  lie  now  owns  200 
acres,  forty  of  which  is  timber.  .Since  coming  he  has 
purchased  and  sold  various  tracts  of  real  estate,  and 
that  he  has  succeeded  in  life  is  due  to  his  own  en¬ 
ergy  and  perseverance,  coupled  with  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  his  good  helpmeet. 

Mr.  Oxley  was  married  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  Sept.  27,  1838,  to  Catherine,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Galloway)  Milner,  natives  of  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Oxley  was  born  in  Kentucky,  April  12,  1814, 
and  has  borne  our  subject  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  have  passed  to  join  the ’silent  majority  on  the 
other  shore.  The  living  are — Joseph  M.,  Rebecca 
J.,  Cynthia  A.,  Roceliaand  John  A.;  those  deceased 
were  Everett,  Charles  and  Mary  E.  Mary  Ellen 
was  the  wife  of  John  F.  Berry,  and  resided  in  Pike 
County,  Ill.,  until  her  decease,  which  occurred  in 
March,  1884;  Joseph  married  Margaret  J.  Webb, 

:  and  they  are  living  in  this  county;  Rebecca  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Grove,  also  a  resident  of  this  county ; 
Cynthia  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  G.  Ferreby,  who 
died  in  Florida;  Rocelia  is  living  at  home;  John  A. 
married  Alice  Kuebler,  and  they  are  living  in  Ne¬ 
braska. 

Mr.  Oxley  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trus¬ 
tee,  Road  Overseer  and  School  Director,  and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  agriculturists,  not  only  of  his  town¬ 
ship  but  of  Linn  County.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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WALTER  ESREY,  residing  on  section  8, 
Fairfax  Township,  is  the  owner  of  164  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  upon  which  he  is  car¬ 
rying  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
in  which  he  is  very  successful.  He  occupies  a  com¬ 
fortable  residence,  has  good  barns  and  out-build¬ 
ings,  and  the  homestead  presents  an  appearance  of 
thrift  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Esrey  is  a  native  of  Delaware  County,  Pa., 
and  was  born  March  17,  1847.  His  father,  George 
Esrey,  was  a  native  of  the  same  count}',  and  was 
married.  He  was  the  oldest  son 


of  Joseph  Esrey,  who  was  of  English  parentage 
but  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  his  immediate  de¬ 
scendants.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Delaware 
County,  Jan.  J,  1811,  and  his  first  wife  was  the 
mother  of  the  father  of  our  subject.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Anne  Peteman,  and  after  her  decease  the 
father  was  again  married,  Sept.  27,  1827,  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  being  Miss  Margaret  Creig,  a  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  lady,  who  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Dela¬ 
ware  County ;  her  death  occurred  in  Chester 
County,  in  1878.  Her  husband  departed  this  life 
Jan.  6,  1866.  Their  son,  George  Esrey,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born,  reared,  educated,  and  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  same  county  in  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  life  of  his  parents  w£ts  passed.  His  marriage 
was  celebrated  March  24,  1832,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Caroline  Johnson,  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Delaware  County.  Her  parents  were  Amer¬ 
icans  by  birth,  but  of  Irish  descent.  In  1870  they 
removed  from  their  native  State  to  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  and  made  their  home  with  their  son,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch,  until  their  deaths,  the  father’s 
taking  place  Aug.  22,  1885,  and  the  mother’s  about 
five  years  previously,  Sept.  10,  1880.  The  latter 
was  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  father  was  a  Notary  Public  for  Dela¬ 
ware  County,  which  office  he  held  for  the  space  of 
three  years,  and  in  political  belief  was  a  stanch  Re¬ 
publican.  They  reared  a  family  of  four  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  third 
child;  Jessie  is  deceased  ;  the  eldest,  Charles  J.,  is  a 
farmer  of  Delaware  County,  Pa.,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Black;  they  have  two 
children,  George  and  Margaret.  Sarah  F.  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  J.  DeBerard,  and  they  are  occupied 
in  farming  in  Fairfax  Township. 

J.  Walter  Esrey  was  educated  in  his  native 
county,  and  lived  at  home  until  he  attained  his  ma¬ 
jority.  He  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Dela¬ 
ware  County,  Pa.,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  a 
space  of  two  years.  Not  being  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  his  first  venture,  he  resolved  to  go  West, 
which  then  seemed  to  afford  a  fine  opportunity  for 
any  energetic  young  man.  On  arriving  in  Iowa 
he  located  in  this  county,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
has  since  met  with  uniform  success.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Etta  M.  Scott  was  celebrated  May  27 
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1875,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents  at  Sisley’s 
( Irove,  Clinton  Township.  Mrs.  Esrey  is  the  eld¬ 
est  daughter  of  William  P.  Scott.  (See  sketch.) 
U  She  was  born  in  Patton ville,  Pa.,  March  25,  1852, 
and  came  to  Iowa  with  her  father  in  1864.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Rapids  Commercial  College, 
and  takes  great  interest  in  educational  matters;  she 
is  highly  accomplished  and  a  popular  member  of 
society.  Mrs.  E.  is  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Mary  S.,  born  Sept.  7,  1876,  and  William  P., 
Nov.  19,  1879. 

Mr.  Esrey  is  a  very  intelligent  and  well-informed 
man,  taking  a  great  interest  in  matters  both  local 
and  general.  He  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party,  whose  principles  he  upholds  by  his  voice  and 
vote. 


YRON  WOOD  is  a  prominent  citizen  and 
successful  farmer,  who  until  recently  owned 
and  occupied  eighty  acres  on  section  35, 
in  Clinton  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
Onondaga  County,  New  York  State,  and  was  born 
March  21,  1835.  When  a  child  of  six  years  his 
father,  Samuel  Wood,  moved  into  Chautauqua 
County.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  skillful  at  his 
business,  and  established  himself  at  Ellery  Center, 
where  he  pursued  his  trade  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  there  about  1856.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  was  Lydia  Rice.  She  also  was  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
husband  in  Ellery  Center. 

My  ron  Wood  was  the  fourth  of  a  very  large  fam¬ 
ily.  He  lived  at  home  until  ten  years  of  age,  and 
at  that  early  period  of  his  life  started  out  in  the 
world  to  battle  for  himself.  He  served  an  appren¬ 
ticeship  at  harness-making  in  Brockton,  N.  Y.,  un- 

- 

der  a  Mr.  Dorn,  with  whom  he  remained  for  three 
years,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  decided 
upon  seeing  something  of  the  world,  especially  of 
the  West.  He  crossed  the  several  States  that  inter¬ 
vened  between  him  and  the  Mississippi,  was  ferried 
over  the  Father  of  Waters,  landed  within  the  State 
of  Iowa,  and  at  once  located  in  Cedar  Rapids  City. 
He  was  remarkably  fortunate,  and  was  at  once  en¬ 
gaged  as  foreman  in  the  harness-making  establish¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Guinn,  and  afterward  was  engaged 
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with  Howland  &  Olney,  remaining  with  them  until 
locating  on  his  farm  in  February,  1885.  He  was  a 
skilled  workman  at  his  trade,  and  became  eminent¬ 
ly  successful  as  an  agriculturist.  He  is  possessed 
of  an  observant  mind,  is  well  informed,  and  has  all 
the  good  qualities  which  constitute  the  valued  citi- 
Politically  he  is  a  solid  Republican,  voting 
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conscientiously  with  that  party  as  opportunity 
occurs. 

T[  ACOB  NOSLEY,  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township, 
residing  on  section  24,  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
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and  Mary  Nosley,  natives  of  Germany.  The 
parents  left  the  “fatherland”  for  the  United 
States,  and  on  their  arrival  here  settled  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  their  deaths. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  December,  1834,  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  was  but  an  infant  when  his  father  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  engaged  in  the  vocation  of  a 
farmer  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Fhen, 
going  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  which  he  cultivated  and  improved  and 
then  sold.  About  1858  Mr.  Nosley  came  to  Scott 
County,  this  State,  where  he  resided  for  about  a 
year,  whence  he  removed  to  Cedar  County.  There 
he  worked  out  by  the  month  and  cultivated  rented 
land  from  1859  until  1862.  In  September  of  that 
3- ear  he  enlisted  in  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  for  three  years  fought  bravely  and  well  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  cause  of  the  Union.  During  his  service 
he  received  no  serious  wound,  but  nearly  lost  the 
use  of  his  left  eye.  Returning  from  the  field  of 
conflict  to  Cedar  County,  he  continued  to  reside 
there  for  about  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  Jones 
Count}’.  Remaining  in  the  latter  county  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  over  three  j’ears,  he,  in  1870,  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Linn  Township,  on  a  tract  of  ninet)’ 
acres  on  section  24,  which  he  purchased.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  110  acres  in  this  county,  forty 
acres  in  Jones  County,  and  160  in  Woodbury 
County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Nosley  was  married  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Aug.  27,  1868,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Jane  (Seright)  Porter,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ireland,  respectively.  Mrs.  Nos¬ 
ley  was  born  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  IT, 
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1 835,  and  has  borne  our  subject  three  children — 
Irvin  J.,  Mary  J.  and  Oliver  J.  Mrs.  N.  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  our  subject  in  poli¬ 
tics  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
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<\W?  OSEPH  P.  USHER.  The  gentleman  of  whose 
history  we  give  a  brief  synopsis  below,  is  a 
prominent  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
Clinton  Township,  carrying  on  the  business 
of  general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  23. 
lie  established  himself  in  his  present  location  in 
1870,  four  years  after  his  first  entrance  into  the 
township,  and  by  his  industry  and  excellent  man¬ 
ner  of  living,  has  become  one  of  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  his  community. 

Mr.  Usher  is  a  native  of  Johnson  County,  this 
State,  and  was  born  Oct.  28,  1840.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Iowa  City,  and  came  to  this  coun¬ 
ty  with  his  father  in  early  manhood,  before  his 
marriage.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  before 
leaving  Iowa  City  he  had  been  strongly  contem¬ 
plating  the  possibilities  of  the  future  in  connection 
with  home  life  and  domestic  ties,  for  he  eventually 
became  united  in  marriage  in  that  city,  Oct.  26, 
1864,  with  Miss  Emily  L.  Dewey,  a  native  of  Iowa 
City,  born  Sept.  4,  1841.  Her  parents  were  Alon¬ 
zo  and  Mary  B.  (Brown)  Dewey,  natives  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  the  early  part 
of  their  married  life,  and  thence  to  Johnson  Coun¬ 
ty,  Iowa.  Subsequently  the  father  visited  the 
State  of  Kansas,  where  his  life  terminated.  The 
mother  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age,  and  re¬ 
mains  on  the  old  homestead  in  Iowa  City,  Johnson 
County.  Mrs.  Usher  of  this  notice  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Johnson  County,  remaining  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union  with  Mr. 
Usher  four  children  have  been  born:  Alta  M., 
Aug.  14,  1865;  Henry  P.,  Aug.  18,  1867;  Mamie 
|  N.,  Nov.  6,  1869;  Emily  P.,  May  27,  1881. 

Henry  A.  Usher,  the  father  of  Mr.  Usher,  is  a 
mechanic  by  trade  and  a  native  of  New  York.  He 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1813,  and  was  married  in  Ohio, 

-  May  7,  1838,  whence  he  had  removed  from  Clar¬ 
ence,  N.  Y„  in  1818.  After  his  marriage  he  at 
once  came  to  Iowa  City  and  located  there.  He 
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had  become  an  adept  in  the  art  of  blacksmithing,  in 
Ohio,  and  built  the  first  blacksmith-shop  in  Iowa 
City.  He  pursued  his  chosen  vocation  until  1855, 
the  time  of  coming  to  this  county.  He  very  soon 
established  a  sawmill  in  Clinton  Township,  which 
he  operated  for  several  years,  and  in  connection 
with  this  was  latterly  engaged  in  farming.  He 
now  owns  a  snug  homestead  on  section  23,  and  also 
operates  a  blacksmith-shop.  The  mother  died  Feb. 
15,  1871.  In  early  life  they  were  connected  with 
the  Universalist  Church.  Mr.  Usher  is  a  man  of 
great  industry  and  excellent  habits  of  life,  and  al¬ 
ways  secures  the  respect  of  the  community  wher¬ 
ever  he  chances  to  locate. 

Mr.  Usher  is  a  stanch  Democrat  politically,  and 
is  considered  a  reliable  citizen  generally.  He  has 
held  most  of  the  offices  of  his  township,  and  the 
district  offices  for  more  than  fifteen  years.  He  and 
his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Universalist  Church. 


©HARDEN  J.  DeBERARD.  Among  the  young 
and  most  enterprising  agriculturists  and 
stock-growers  of  Fairfax  Township,  the 
name  of  our  subject  occupies  a  prominent  position. 
He  owns  200  acres  of  fine  farming  land  on  section 
7,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
He  took  possession  of  this  in  October,  1875,  and  at 
once  established  himself  with  a  view  of  making;  it 
his  permanent  homestead.  He  also  carries  on  a 
dairy  in  connection  with  his  farming  operations,  for 
which  purpose  he  utilizes  a  herd  of  thirty  cows.  He 
is  ambitious  and  energetic,  and  will  make  his  mark 
as  one  of  the  foremost  of  the  farming  community. 

Mr.  DeBerard  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State, 
and  was  born  June  26,  1849.  The  name  of  his 
father  is  Charles  DeBerard,  who  is  also  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  originally  from  New  York  State. 
(See  sketch  of  W.  H.  DeBerard.)  Charles  J.  was 
only  a  child  when  his  parents  removed  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  settled  near  Rochester,  and  when  he  was  ten 
years  old  they  came  into  the  State  of  Iowa  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Keokuk,  where  the  life  of  the  father  termi¬ 
nated  about  the  time  his  son  attained  to  manhood. 
Subsequently,  with  his  mother  and  other  members 
of  the  family,  he  came  to  Linn  County. 
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Mr.  DeBerard  was  married  in  Fairfax  Township, 
June  9,  1875,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Esrey,  a  native  of 
Marple,  Delaware  Co.,  Pa.,  born  July  2,  1845.  Hex- 
childhood  yeai-s  were  speut  at  home,  and  she  was 
educated  in  a  private  school."  She  is  an  intelligent 
lady  and  well  informed  upon  subjects  of  genera^ 
interest.  She  is  possessed  of  a  remarkable  memory, 
and  can  recall  dates  and  events  with  surprising 
minuteness.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased,  Maggie,  born  Jan.  24, 
1885,  and  who  only  lived  a  few  months,  dying 
July  14  of  the  same  year.  The  living  are:  Carrie, 
born  March  18,  1876;  Charles  F.,  Nov.  23,  1877, 
and  Anna  E.,  July  24,  1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De¬ 
Berard  have  resided  on  the  farm  continuous!}'  since 
their  marriage.  Mr.  DeB.  is  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics,  voting  conscientiously  with  his  party  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  occurs.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life  and  bids 
fair  to  make  a  good  record. 

^HOMAS  G.  SNYDER,  who  lives  on  section 
20,  Monroe  Township,  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  this  county,  having  come  here  April  16, 
1854.  He  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Harmon  and  Elizabeth 
(Garmon)  Snyder,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  "When 
he  was  at  the  tender  age  of  nine  months  his  mother 
died  and  one  of  his  aunts  took  him  to  Blair  County, 
Pa.,  where  his  grandparents  cared  for  him  until  he 
was  nine  years  old.  Harmon  Snyder  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  Dec.  28,  1790,  and  died  in  that  State 
in  1847.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1793,  and  died  in  1824.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children:  Polly,  one  who  died  in 
infancy;  Sarah,  Samuel,  John,  and  Thomas,  our  sub¬ 
ject.  Samuel  and  Thomas  are  the  only  members  of 
the  family  now  living.  In  1828  Harmon  Snyder 
was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss 
Nancy  Clossom,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children, 
namely,  Christian,  who  died  in  1886;  David,  Eliza, 
William,  Henry,  Lewis,  Benjaman  F.  and  Ellen. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Esther  Stiftier,  May  18, 
1846.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Aug. 
3,  1826,  and  died  July  18,  1876,  having  become  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  namely:  Henry  A.,  born 


Dec.  25,  1847  ;  Elias,  June  28,  1851  ;  Nancy  J.,  Aug. 
24,  1849;  Joseph  G.,  Aug.  7,  1853;  Anna  M.,  July 
14,  1855;  Alice,  Aug.  9,  1858;  John,  July  13,  1859; 
Sarah  J.,  Sept.  22,  1863;  James  F.,  June  27,  1866; 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Nov.  8,  1877,  Mr.  Snyder  was  again  married,  his 
second  wife  being  Mrs.  Catherine  Miller,  widow  of 
Elder  D.  Miller,  Pastor  of  Pine  Creek  German 
Baptist  Church,  near  Polo,  Ogle  Co.,  Ill.,  who  died 
March  22,  1 873.  By  this  last  marriage,  Mr.  Snyder 
became  the  father  of  two  children :  Thomas  H.,  born 
Nov.  24,  1878,  and  Frederick,  July  20,  1882.  Mrs. 
Snyder  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Frances 
(Heisy)  Kurtz,  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1802,  and  died  in  October, 
1866;  her  mother  was  born  in  1812,  and  died  in 
November,  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
daughters  and  one  son :  Sarah,  Mary,  Catharine, 
Annie,  Jacob  and  Susan,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  except  Mary.  Catharine  married  David  Miller, 
March  8,  1859.  He  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
was  educated  to  the  ministry  at  Clear  Spring,  in 
that  State.  He  occupied  his  first  pulpit  in  1857, 
and  continued  to  preach  until  his  death,  as  above 
i-ecorded.  Mr.  Miller  was  the  father  of  live  children 
— Katie,  Jacob,  Emmert,  Annie  and  Charlie,  all  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Snyder  has  260  aci’es  of  land,  well  cultivated, 
and  a  good  dwelling-house.  His  home  surround¬ 
ings  are  all  of  the  pleasantest  character.  Mr.  Sny¬ 
der  was  the  first  member  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church  in  this  county,  and  was  a  Deacon  in  that 
church  when  he  came  to  the  county.  Elder  J.  O. 
Waters,  of  Pennsylvania,  came  to  the  county  in 
1856,  and  rvas  the  second  member  of  the  church 
here.  At,  or  near  that  time,  several  other  membei’s 
came  from  the  East,  and  a  love  feast  was  held  at 
Mr.  Snyder’s  house,  or  in  his  barn,  when  Mr.  Sny¬ 
der  was  elected  to  the  ministry  of  the  first  degree, 
and  has  occupied  the  pulpit  ever  since.  The  church 
now  has  a  membership  of  nearly  100,  and  has 
ei-ected  two  church  buildings,  one  of  which  is  40x60 
feet. 

Mr.  Snyder  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  though  he 
takes  no  prominent  part  in  political  affairs.  An  in¬ 
cident  of  his  early  life  at  his  grandfather’s  house  is 
recorded  here.  His  sister  Polly,  who  was  some 
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eleven  years  his  senior,  was  also  living  with  her 
grandparents.  About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  one  day  in  the  fall  of  1833,  the  family  were 
aroused  by  a  loud  report,  as  if  some  heavy  object 
had  fallen  on  the  floor  above.  The  grandmother 
directed  Thomas  to  go  to  the  garret,  and  ascertain 
what  had  taken  place.  lie  did  so,  and  found  noth¬ 
ing  unusual.  Later,  his  curiosity  caused  young 
Thomas  to  return  to  the  second  story,  about  sun¬ 
down,  and  as  he  entered  the  stairway,  or  reached  the 
top  of  the  stairs,  he  saw  a  white  pigeon  sitting  on 
one  of  the  window-sills,  inside.  How  he  got  there 
Thomas  did  not  know,  as  all  the  windows  of  the 
house  were  closed.  He  set  to  work  to  catch  the 
bird,  but  as  he  approached  it,  it  flew  away  and 
alighted  on  another  window  near  by.  The  boy 
again  placed  his  hand  over  it,  but  found  nothing, 
for  the  bird  had  disappeared,  whither  he  never  knew. 
His  sister,  that  evening,  went  upstairs  to  arrange  the 
room  by  candle-light,  and  while  there  saw,  or 
thought  she  saw,  her  grandmother’s  head  and  cap 
through  a  door-way  near  by.  At  this  hour  the  grand¬ 
mother  was  well  and  hearty,  but  before  the  clock 
struck  eleven  that  night,  she  was  dead.  Mr.  Snyder 
thinks  the  appearance  of  the  bird  was  a  premonition 
of  his  grandmother’s  death. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  not  only  a  pioneer  in  church  af¬ 
fairs,  but  is  a  leader  in  them.  By  his  blameless  life, 
he  illustrates  the  precepts  of  the  Great  Teacher,  and 
exercises  an  important  influence  upon  the  commu¬ 
nity.  He  is  a  helper  in  every  good  work,  and  when 
his  final  record  shall  be  written,  it  will  be  recorded 
that  the  world  is  the  better  for  his  having  lived. 


EREMIAH  HANDLEY.  Among  the  sturdy 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  this  county  who  have 
been  successful  in  life  and  who  are  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a  laborious  past,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice  and  who 
is  pleasantly  located  on  section  3G,  Linn  Township. 
His  father  was  Daniel  and  his  mother  Charity 
(Spivey)  Handley,  who  were  both  born  in  North 
Carolina.  The  parents  were  of  English  ancestry ; 
were  married  in  North  Carolina,  thence  emigrated 
to  Orange  County,  Ind.,  where  they  continued  to 


reside  for  a  time.  The  father  returned  to  North 
Carolina  on  a  visit  and  while  absent  was  taken  sick 
and  died.  His  good  ivife  subsequently  removed  to 
Jefferson  County,  111.,  and  some  years  afterward  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ill.,  where  her  demise  oc¬ 
curred.  Of  their  family  of  children  four  lived  to 
attain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood,  and  of  this 
number  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Handley  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  Ind.,  in  August,  1820.  When  thirteen 
years  old  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Illinois, 
thence  came  to  this  county,  in  May,  1848,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Linn  Township.  Instead  of  permanently 
settling  in  that  township  he  “  squatted  ”  on  section 
36,  and  the  following  spring  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  the  same  being  that  on  which  he  is  now  re¬ 
siding.  He  has  continued  to  reside  on  that  place, 
constantly  engaged  the  while  in  its  improvement 
and  cultivation,  and  has  erected  himself  a  fine  brick 
residence,  together  with  other  necessary  out-build¬ 
ings.  He  has  done  more  than  this;  he  has,  by  his 
energy  and  economy,  added  to  his  original  eighty- 
acre  tract,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  298  acres,  of 
good  land. 

Mr.  Handle}^  was  married  in  Jefferson  County, 
Ill.,  Feb.  10,  1842,  and  the  lady  who  captivated  and 
made  a  benedict  of  him  was  Miss  Abigail  Andrews. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Arba  and  Louisa  (Graves) 
Andrews,  natives  of  York  State,  who  emigrated 
from  their  native  State  to  Jefferson  County,  Ill. 
Her  mother  died  in  Jefferson  and  her  father  in  Mar¬ 
ion  County,  Ill.  Of  their  family  of  children  five 
lived  to  attain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood, 
and  Mrs.  H.,  like  her  husband,  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth  of  her  parents’  children  who  lived  to  at¬ 
tain  the  age  of  maturity.  She  was  born  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Ill.,  on  the  18th  day  of  January, 
1824.  The  issue  of  our  subject’s  union  with  Miss 
Andrews  has  been  twelve  children,  named  Arba  L., 
Judson  L.,  Axam  I..  Lousia  L.,  George  A.,  Abbie 
G.,  John  Q.,  Pliny  A.,  Edward  S.,  Elmer  L.,  Effie 
L.  and  Charles  W.  Axam  I.  died  in  1867,  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age ;  Arba  married  Mary  E. 
Horridge,  and  they  are  living  in  Missouri;  Judson 
and  Miss  Melvina  Collins  were  united  in  marriage, 
and  are  living  in  Carroll  County,  Iowa;  Louisa  is 
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the  wife  of  H.  W.  Blessing  of  Lisbon ;  Axam  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Speelman,  and  was  a  resident  of  this 
township  until  his  demise;  George  A.  and  Mary  J. 
Hupert  became  man  and  wife,  and  are  living  in 
Missouri ;  Abbie  and  Richard  C.  Collier  were  united 
in  marriage,  and  are  living  in  Jones  County,  Iowa; 
John  Q.  married  Sarah  I.  Porter,  and  they  are  resi¬ 
dents  of  Woodbury  County,  this  State;  Pliny’  was 
married  to  Sarah  J.  Kramer,  and  they  live  in  Cedar 
County,  Iowa;  Edward  S.  married  Margaret 
Frutchey,  and  they  are  residents  of  Mt.  Vernon; 
Elmer  and  Charles  are  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  Effie  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Bear,  and  they  are 
living  in  Jones  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Handley  en¬ 
gaged  in  breeding  thoroughbred  Short-horns  about 
1873,  and  now  has  a  good  herd,  and  ranks  among 
the  leading  stock-raisers  in  the  township;  he  has 
held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township, 
and  was  the  inenmbent  of  the  office  of  County  Su¬ 
pervisor,  under  the  old  township  system,  for  two 
terms.  He  and  his  good  wife  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
Republican,  with  strong  prohibition  ideas. 


if; 

i;: 

if: 

if-tb 


niiimminaixmimimi 

'd±i i.-': •' ■ •  j- »‘.V  '■'•'■’■'■'■ll'uill 


eHARLES  B.  VANNOTE,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Monroe  Township,  now  residing 
on  section  19,  was  born  in  Linn  County, 
May  9,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  Barzilla  and  Maria 
(Wolf)  Vannote.  The  father  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  1822,  and  the  mother  in  Virginia  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  They  have  nine  children  now  living, 
as  follows:  Nelson,  Eliza,  Lazarus,  Charles.  James, 
Ellen,  George,  Maggie  and  Callie. 

Charles  B.  Vannote,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
married  Miss  Mary  E.  Stinson,  Feb.  15,  1872. 
She  was  born  Sept.  23,  1850,  in  Linn  County,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Horace  and  Jane  (Sufficool)  Stin¬ 
son,  natives  of  Williams  County,  Ohio.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1814, 
and  died  Jan.  3,  1884,  in  Iowa;  the  mother  was 
born  Jan.  16,  1820.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children — Alfred,  Ira,  Olive,  Keziah,  Mary  E:, 
John  M.,  Samuel,  Sarah  E.  and  Lottie,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 


dren,  namel}’ :  Elsie  L.,  born  March  7,  1873;  Elva 
and  Eva,  twins,  born  Feb.  19,  1877;  Clara  A.,  born 
May  1,  1881,  died  Dec  2,  1883;  Inez  B.,  born 
April  5,  1884.  Mr.  Vannote  has  117  acres  of  fine 
land,  where  he  is  largely  engaged  in  stock-breed¬ 
ing.  He  has  resided  on  this  farm  for  six  years, 
and  has  built  himself  a  beautiful  home,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  untiring  industry,  aided  by  the  efforts 
of  his  good  wife,  who  has  been  to  him  a  faithful 
helpmeet.  This  worthy  couple  stand  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  community  in  which  they  live, 
for  their  uprightness  of  character,  earnestness  of 
purpose,  and  kindliness  of  disposition. 

In  politics  Mr.  Vannote  is  a  Democrat.  He  is 
in  no  sense  an  office-seeker,  3ret  has  been  elected  to 
the  office  of  School  Director,  and  takes  a  deep  in¬ 
terest  in  educational  matters. 


P=jRANCIS  McLAUGHLIN,  merchant  and 
Postmaster  at  Prairieburg,  and  one  of  her 
1(7^  prominent  and  enterprising  business  men, 
as  well  as  a  respected  and  honored  citizen,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  was  born  Aug.  3. 
1851.  His  parents  were  Bernard  and  Honora 
(Nealey)  McLaughlin,  and  a  sketch  of  the  father  is 
given  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Francis  McLaughlin  was  nine  months  of  age 
when  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county,  and  supplemented  by  a  course  of 
study  and  instruction  at  the  High  School  at  Ana- 
mosa.  He  was  reared  a  farmers’  boy,  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  assisted  in  the  labors  thereon  until  he  had 
passed  his  twent3r-fourth  year.  His  father  then 
gave  him  a  farm  in  Buffalo  Township,  on  which  he 
settled  and  actively  engaged  in  its  cultivation  and 
improvement,  living  there  until  Febnuuy,  1882; 
he  then  removed  to  Prairieburg,  and  bought  the 
mercantile  stock  of  hardware  owned  by  A.  C. 
Heitchen.  He  has  since  carried  on  that  business 
and  has  enlarged  the  stock,  increased  the  trade, 
added  to  his  original  stock  that  of  groceries,  and  is 
meeting  with  success.  He  also  carries  on,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  store,  a  tinshop,  and  is  meeting 
with  success  in  that  department  of  his  business. 
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Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  in  Anamosa,  Iowa, 
Feb.  14,  1877,  to  Margaret  Burke,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Bridget  (Considine)  Burke.  Mrs. 
McLaughlin  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Oct.  8, 
1856,  and  has  borne  our  subject  five  children — 
Mary  I.,  Bernard  J.,  Francis  M.,  Hannah  S.  and 
Margaret  C.  Mary  I.  and  Bernard  are  deceased. 
Mr.  McLaughlin  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Prai- 
rieburg,  in  June,  1885,  under  Postmaster-General 
Vilas,  and  still  holds  that  position.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

j|OHN  C.  EHDA,  M.  I).,  residing  on  section 
30,  Monroe  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  first  saw  the  light  in  Hanover, 
Dec.  29,  1814.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  in  Germany  until  he  was  nineteen,  and  at 
that  time  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  next 
attended  the  Medical  College  of  Hamburg,  where 
he  graduated  in  1834,  with  first  honors.  He  next 
studied  with  Dr.  Hilderbrant,  of  Hamburg,  for  two 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  America, 
landing  at  New  York  City.  After  traveling  for 
some  time  in  the  New  World  he  finally  located  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  for  four  years.  Being  a  student  of  the  Old 
School,  or  allopathic,  system,  he  was  very  success¬ 
ful  in  his  practice. 

In  1844  Dr.  Ehda  came  to  Iowa,  and  located  in 
this  township,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  un¬ 
til  1864,  being  very  successful.  He  became  weary 
of  his  professional  duties,  and  at  that  time,  1864, 
concluded  to  rest  from  his  labors  during:  the  re- 
mainder  of  his  life.  During  the  early  years  of  his 
practice  in  this  county,  the  country  being  very 
new  and  with  no  roads  to  go  by,  Dr.  Ehda  several 
times  became  lost,  sometimes  while  going  from  the 
home  of  one  patient  to  that  of  another.  In  1845 
he  located  a  land  warrant  for  160  acres  in  this 
township,  a  part  of  which  he  still  occupies.  He 
has  now  retired  from  active  life,  and  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  early 
labors. 

In  October,  1843,  Dr.  Ehda  married  Miss  Eliza¬ 


beth  Craner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
March,  1818.  She  was  the  second  child  in  her 
father’s  family  of  nine  children.  To  this  union  g 
have  been  born  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  inl| 
infancy.  The  living  are:  Edward,  born  Nov.  22, ■ 
1847,  married  Elinore  Olliver;  Mary,  born  Sept.; 
23,  1851,  married  Charles  J.  H.  C.  Johnson;  Joseph,' 
born  March  30,  1856,  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of: 
ninety  acres.  Dr.  Ehda  has  four  grandchildren. 

Dr.  Ehda  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
the  old  country,  but  after  he  came  to  the  United: 
States  he  joined  the  Albright  or  Evangelical  Church. :  j} 
At  the  present  time  he  is  not  a  member  of  any: 
church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  Only  one  § 
of  Dr.  Ehda’s  family  beside  himself  ever  came  to: 
America.  This  was  his  brother  Henry,  who  came  : 
some  fourteen  years  after  our  subject.  Dr.  Ehda : 
is  a  gentleman  who  stands  high  in  his  profession  in 
the  estimation  of  his  neighbors,  by  whom  he  is 
universally  beloved.  In  his  old  age  he  is  enjoying 
a  well  earned  competency. 


'if?  AMES  URE.  The  history  of  this  gentleman 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  of  this  \ 
name,  is  the  history  in  common  of  the  first ; 
settlers  in  Fairfax  Township.  They  were 
among  the  early  pioneers,  and  shared  with  their  i 
companions  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  i 
to  the  settlement  of  a  new  country.  When  the  : 
Ure  family  first  settled  here  their  nearest  neighbor  j|Jj 
was  six  miles  away.  The  father  and  the  grown 
sons  secured  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  was  an 
undulating  prairie,  consisting  of  1,800  acres,  or 
nearly  three  whole  sections.  It  was  all  within  the 
limits  of  Fairfax  Township,  and  they  established 
themselves  upon  it  in  the  latter  part  of  August, 
1841.  The  redskins  had  not  yet  departed  from 
their  original  haunts,  and  wild  game  of  all  kinds  | 
was  abundant. 

James  Ure  was  born  probably  in  Perthshire,  MJ 
Scotland,  March  15,  1824,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  family  of  eight  children,  and  the  oldest  of  four  - 
brothers  now  living.  The  others  are,  William  ;£f 
Walter,  a  physician,  unmarried  and  living  in  Alle-  ► 


Haitian  j 


m 


I  :  ■_  _ 


Uiiiiii 


qaiim  ^  ixniiif 

'  lr  ' 


LINN  COUNTY. 


gheny,  Pa. ;  D.  M.  Ure,  D.  D.,  was  Financial  Agent 
ancl  Treasurer  of  Monmouth  College,  at  Monmouth, 
Ill. ;  he  is  married,  and  has  a  family.  The  parents 
and  their  children  all  emigrated  to  the  United 
.States,  making  their  first  settlement  in  Clarke  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ohio.  Subsequently  they  came  to  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  where  they  soon  established  for  themselves  a 
reputation  of  being  honest,  industrious  people,  and 
transacting  in  an  honorable  manner  all  their  busi¬ 
ness  affairs.  (A  brief  history  of  the  parents  is 
given  in  the  notice  of  Hon.  William  D.  Ure,  which 
appears  in  another  part  of  this  volume.) 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  remained  at  home  until  his  father’s  death. 
Previous  to  his  marriage,  he  purchased  the  land 
which  he  now  occupies,  a  part  of  this  being  secured 
directly  from  the  Government,  llis  union  with 
Miss  Mary  Kerr  was  celebrated  June  11,  1857. 
This  lady  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Mercer  County,  March  17,  1835.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Randall)  Kerr, 
of  American  ancestry  and  parentage.  They  emi¬ 
grated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa,  and  their  lives 
terminated  in  the  Hawkeye  State.  Mrs.  Ure  re¬ 
mained  with  her  parents  until  they  came  to  Iowa. 
By  her  union  with  Mr.  Ure  seven  children  have 
been  born,  one  of  whom  is  deceased :  W.  K.  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Maud  Black,  and  they  reside  in  Chicago; 
Etta  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Van  Meter,  and  they 
are  residents  of  the  village  of  Fairfax;  Walter  E., 
Maggie,  James  S.  and  Fannie  M.  remain  at  home, 
assisting  dutifully  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  The 
deceased  was  an  infant  of  twelve  days  and  un¬ 
named. 

Mr.  Ure  settled  upon  his  present  homestead  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  marriage.  He  is  now  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  nearly  500  acres  of  land,  most  of  which 
is  improved  and  highly  cultivated.  He  is  dealing 
quite  extensively  in  fine  stock,  and  exhibits  some 
fine  specimens  of  high  grade  Short-horn  cattle. 
Poland-China  swine,  Clydesdale  and  American 
roadsters  and  trotters.  Mr.  Ure  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  community,  and  has  been  placed  in 
some  of  the  most  important  offices  in  the  gift .  of 
his  township.  He  occupied  the  position  of  Post¬ 
master  at  what  was  then  called  Fairfax  Post-office, 
which  was  the  first  office  of  the  kind  in  the  town¬ 


ship,  and  located  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  the 
homestead  of  the  family.  He  is  Republican  in 
politics,  and  votes  conscientiously  with  his  party  as 
opportunity  occurs. 
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ARTIN  GILCHRIST,  residing  on  section 
18,  Grant  Township,  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  worthy  and  representative  farmers  of 
the  county.  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Schoon- 
maker)  Gilchrist,  the  parents  of  Martin,  were 
natives  of  New  York  State.  The  former  was  born 
May  26,  1800,  and  died  in  December,  1873;  the 
mother  was  born  in  1805,  and  died  in  1883,  while 
on  a  visit  to  her  sons  in  Iowa.  Both  parents,  it 
will  thus  be  seen,  passed  a  long  life  on  earth,  and, 
in  justice  to  them,  it  must  be  said  that  they  made 
it  useful  and  profitable  to  others  as  well  as  them¬ 
selves.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  born  eight 
children,  to  whom  they  gave  the  following  names : 
Chorydon,  George,  Martin,  Elinore,  Abigail,  War¬ 
ren,  Charles  and  Tyler.  Of  this  family  two,  George 
and  Abigail,  are  deceased. 

While  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  in  Canada 
West  there  was  born  to  them,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1833,  the  subject  of  this  present  personal 
sketch.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in 
Illinois,  and  the  common  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  were  the  only  educational  advantages 
afforded  him.  At  the  age  of  twenty -six,  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  try  the  Far  West,  such  glowing  accounts 
of  which  at  that  time  were  published  throughout  the 
land,  led  him  to  make  a  trip  to  Colorado.  It  was 
in  the  year  1859  that  the  journey  was  made,  and, 
on  arriving  there,  he  worked  for  a  time  in  the 
mines.  Not  being  successful  he  frequently  was 
found  without  a  penny.  At  such  times  he  would 
work  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  and  after 
getting  together  sufficient  means  to  buy  a  sack  of 
flour  he  would  push  ahead  prospecting.  He  labored 
hard  and  with  varied  success,  but  by  the  year 
1868,  when  he  returned,  he  had  accumulated  suffi¬ 
cient  means  to  buy  a  nice  farm.  This  he  secured 
in  Linn  County,  getting  at  the  time  200  acres. 
Here  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  in  1882  erected  one  of  the  largest 
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barns  in  the  neighborhood,  being  52  x  60  feet  in 
dimensions.  Besides  being  engaged  in  general 
farming  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  breed¬ 
ing  high-grade  Short-horns. 

Mr.  Gilchrist  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has, 
since  the  organization  of  that  party,  been  a  de¬ 
voted  member  of  it.  He  is  a  gentleman  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community,  both  for  his  enterprise 
and  good  standing.  He  was  married,  March  8, 
1870,  to  Miss  Sarah  Leonard,  who  was  born  June 
17,  1843.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Mary  (Duckworth)  Leonard,  both  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  The  mother  died  in  1875, 
the  father  having  preceded  her  to  the  land  beyond 
several  years.  They  reared  a  large  family,  having 
eleven  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilchrist  have  been  born  five 
children,  namely,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Warren,  Charles 
and  George.  Mrs.  Gilchrist’s  brothers  and  sisters 
are  as  follows:  George  E.,  Elizabeth,  Mary  C., 
Sophia,  Malissa,  John,  Sarah  A.  (wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject),  Rebecca  M.,  Hannah  M.,  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy. 
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JOSEPH  WHITNEY.  As  an  example  of  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  an  individual  pos¬ 
sessing  energy  and  perseverance,  numerous 
instances  are  to  be  found  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  Linn  County,  and  although  Joseph  Whit¬ 
ney  has  not  succeeded  in  amassing  a  fortune,  lie 
has,  nevertheless,  through  his  own  labor  and  econ¬ 
omy,  become  the  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm,  located 
on  section  29,  Bowlder  Township,  where  he  is 
meeting  with  success  in  its  cultivation.  His  parents 
were  Ephraim  and  Mary  (Livingston)  Whitney. 
The  father  was  born  in  Maine  and  the  mother  in 
Kentucky,  and  after  their  marriage  the3r  settled  in 
Warren  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1 844. 
During  that  year  they  removed  to  Lee  County,  Ill., 
and  there  the  father  died  May  16,  1883.  The 
mother  survives  at  an  advanced  age.  Of  her  union 
with  Mr.  Whitney  six  children  were  born — Joseph, 
David,  Caroline,  Silas,  Phebe  A.  and  Rebecca. 


Joseph  Whitney  was  born  in  Warren  County, 


Ohio,  Dec,  14,  1825.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  boy, 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1842  accompanied  his  parents  to  Lee 
County,  Ill.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1855.  In  June  of  that  year  he  came  to  Linn 
County  and  entered  a  half  section  of  land  in 
Bowlder  Township,  and  later  entered  240  acres 
additional.  He  settled  on  section  29,  where  he  has 
continued  to  reside  until  the  present  time,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  erected  good  and 
substantial  buildings  on  his  place,  and  brought  the 
land  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  by  his 
energy,  perseverance,  economy  and  good  judgment, 
has  been  enabled  to  add  to  his  original  purchase 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  upward  of  700  acres 
of  land,  all  of  which  is  in  Bowlder  Township. 

Mr.  Wliitney  was  first  married  in  Lee  County, 
Ill.,  in  March,  1850,  to  Martha  A.  Peterson,  a  native 
of  New  York  State.  She  bore  him  one  child,  Henry 
B.,  who  died  Sept.  27,  1852.  Mrs.  Whitney  died 
in  Lee  County,  Ill.,  April  25,  1852.  He  was  a 
second  time  married  at  Dixon,  Ill.,  Miss  Dorothy 
A.  Peterson,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jona¬ 
than  and  Dorothy  (Smith)  Peterson,  and  was  born 
April  16,  1833,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  Of  the 
latter  union  seven  children  have  been  born — Jona¬ 
than,  Joseph  W.,  George  P.,  Martha  L.,  Inez  A., 
Carrie  E.  and  Edwin  E.  Jonathan  died  in  infancy; 
Joseph  married  Miss  Etta  Fields,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Bowlder  Township ;  George  married  Miss  Celesta 
Coquillette,  and  is  also  a  farmer  of  Bowlder 
Township;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  Adolphus 
Atkins,  and  they  are  living  in  Spring  Grove 
Township;  Inez  and  Wesley  Wagner  became  man 
and  wife,  and  are  now  living  in  Sioux  County, 
Iowa ;  Carrie  E.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Daniel 
Coquillette,  and  they  are  living  in  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship;  Edwin  E.  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  Supervisor  of  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship  for  three  years.  He  has  also  been  one  of  the 
County  Supervisors  for  six  years,  and  has  held 
many  of  the  minor  offices  in  the  township.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds 
membership  with  Byrl  Lodge  No,  421,  at  Prairie- 
burg,  also  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Marion, 
and  is  a  member  of  Patmos  Commandery,  Knights 


Templar,  at  Marion.  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  having  enlisted  in  the  24th 
Iowa  Infantry  in  August,  1862.  He  served  in  the 
ranks  about  a  year,  was  then  confined  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  then 
transferred  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  as¬ 
signed  to  hospital  duty.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
3  Company  G,  was  promoted  Sergeant,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Gibson,  Champion  Hills, 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  it  was  after  the  latter- 
battle  that  he  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hos¬ 
pital.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 


lican. 


A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  resi¬ 
dence,  large  barns  and  out-buildings  on  the  farm  of 
r  :  Mr.  Whitney  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
jj  ’  work. 
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ORMAN  IVES,  living  on  section  11,  Ma¬ 
rion  Township,  has  met  with  far  more  than 
ordinary  success  in  the  prosecution  of  that 
most  independent  of  all  callings,  farming.  In  fact 
l  our  subject  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all 
his  life,  and  his  keen  observation,  together  with  the 
practical  information  he  has  obtained  in  the  culti- 
;  vation  of  the  cereals,  has  enabled  him,  through  his 
energy  and  good  judgment,  to  make  a  success  in 
his  chosen  vocation.  He  is  a  son  of  Elihu  and 
Rachel  (Blakesley)  Ives,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
After  marriage  his  parents  settled  in  their  native 
State  and  there  lived  until  1836,  when  they  moved  to 
McLean  County,  Ill.,  and  after  a  residence  of  about 
two  years  came  to  this  county.  On  arriving  they 
settled  in  Marion  Township,  where  they  passed  the 
remainder  of  their  days.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Norman  Ives  was  born  in  Connecticut,  July  3, 
1819,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  his 
parents’  children.  His  limited  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  common  schools,  and  in  early  years 
he  passed  a  portion  of  his  life  in  a  spoon  factory  in 
Connecticut;  since  coming  to  the  Western  .States 
all  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
mother  earth,  and  in  the  raising  of  the  cereals. 
He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  married,  and  then 
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settled  in  Marion  Township.  His  fii-st  purchase  of 
land  was  eighty  acres  located  on  section  11,  Ma¬ 
rion  Township,  on  which  he  settled  and  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  good  farm 
buildings  on  his  place,  and  through  economy  and 
energy  and  the  assistance  of  his  good  wife  and 
children,  he  has  been  enabled  to  add  to  his  original 
purchase  of  land  until  he  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
308  acres. 

Mr.  Ives  was  married  in  Marion  Township,  Oct.- 
12,  1844,  to  Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Sullivan)  Gray,  who  were  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  Her  mother 
died  at  Danville,  Ky.,  and  her  father  came  to  this 
State,  settling  in  Marion  Township  in  1839,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Ives  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  at  Dan¬ 
ville,  Ivy.,  Oct.  1,  1823,  and  has  borne  our  subject 
seven  children,  namely,  Lucy,  Rachel  B.,  Mary  L., 
Norman  E.,  John  J.,  Isadore  and  Isabelle.  Isa¬ 
belle  died  when  about  five  months  old;  Lucy  is  the 
wife  of  Mordicia  Bunting,  and  they  are  living  in 
Marion  Township;  Rachel  married  Dr.  John  Booth, 
who  is  a  resident  of  Marion;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Lake,  also  residing  at  Marion;  Norman  E. 
married  Fannie  Seaton,  and  is  Postmaster  at  the 
latter-named  village;  John  J.  married  Ida  E.  Mar¬ 
ble,  and  is  a  resident  of  Marion  Township  and  a 
farmer  by  calling;  Isadore  is  living  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ives  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  politically  our  subject  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket. 
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HARLES  L.  NYE,  of  the  firm  of  Nye  Bros., 
merchants,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  April  21,  1857,  and  is  the 
son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Daniels)  Nye.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  at  Marion,  and  after  arriving 
at  years  of  manhood  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  there,  in  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  Addison 
Daniels,  until  1880,  when  he  went  to  Carroll,  Iowa, 
and  was  employed  by  his  brother,  John  W.,  in  the 
same  capacitj'.  In  1883  he  formed  the  existing 
partnership  with  his  brother  at  Marion. 

Charles  L.  Nye  and  Miss  Maude  S.  Simpkins 
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were  married  in  Marion  Feb.  25,  1885.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  A.  (L  Simpkins  and  was  born  in 
Marion.  They  have  one  child,  Frank,  born  March 
1!),  1 88<i.  Mr.  Nye  is  an  energetic  young  business 
man,  and  bids  fair  to  take  his  place  among  the  first 
citizens  of  Marion,  lie  is  Republican  in  politics, 
and  active  and  earnest  in  his  endorsement  of  the 
principles  of  his  party. 

RTI-IL R  H.  WILSON,  a  wealthy  and  influ¬ 
ential  farmer  of  Brown  Township,  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  fine  farm  of  183.  acres  on  sec- 
<j^/  tion  27.  At  the  time  of  taking  possession 
of  his  land,  there  was  room  for  great  improvement, 
lie  was  possessed  of  great  energy  and  industry,  and 
immediately  set  to  work  to  bring  it  into  a  better 
condition  for  successful  farm  operation.  He 
labored  with  this  object  in  view  for  several  years, 
and  the  result  is  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in 
Linn  County.  Ihe  farm  dwelling  and  its  sur¬ 
roundings  form  an  attractive  feature  in  the  land¬ 
scape  of  that  vicinity,  and  the  traveler  invariably 
pauses  to  inquire  by  whose  industry  and  taste  this 
happy  result  has  been  brought  about.  In  addition 
to  his  agricultural  pursuits  Mr.  Wilson  is  interested 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  stock-raising.  He  has 
a  herd  of  sixty- two  head  of  cattle,  seven  horses  and 
colts,  and  fattens  about  thirty  head  of  hogs  annu¬ 
ally.  He  also  has  a  fine  dairy,  and  his  domestic 
animals  receive  that  care  and  shelter  which  de¬ 
velops  in  them  good  blood  and  fine  proportions. 

Arthur  LI.  Wilson  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  May  7,  1828.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  his  parents  removed  from  his  native  county 
to  Ohio,  locating  in  Washington  County,  that  State. 
(For  parental  history  see  sketch  of  William  Wil¬ 
son.)  He  received  a  common-school  education, 
his  school  days  being  varied  with  duties  on  the 
farm.  The  family  subsequently  removed  to  Athens 
County,  Ohio,  and  he  remained  there  ten  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1865,  being  desirous  of  going- 
further  West,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Linn 
County,  making  a  purchase  of  ninety-three  acres 
in  Brown  Township,  on  section  28,  which  he  occu¬ 
pied  for  five  years,  and  which  he  traded  at  the  ex¬ 


piration  of  that  time  for  a  part  of  what  now  con¬ 
stitutes  the  family  homestead. 

The  marriage  of  Arthur  II.  Wilson  to  Miss  Mary 
Green,  was  celebrated  in  Washington  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  12,  1855.  Mrs.  \\  ilson  was  born  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pa.,  March  12,  1835,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Glendeniug)  Green. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
his  marriage  settled  in  Westmoreland  County. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Indianapolis,  Bid., 
where  his  decease  occurred.  The  mother  returned 
to  Ohio,  and  died  in  Washington  County,  May  6, 
1852.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
three  living  to  the  age  of  maturity,  viz.,  Mary, 
William  and  Anne  Jane.  To  the  household  of  Mr. 
Wilson  and  wife  have  been  born  five  children: 
A\  illiam  C.,  Sarah  J.,  Mary  L.,  Arthur,  Anna. 
William  C.  married  Mary  E.  Plummer,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Brown  Township;  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife 
of  Oscar  Johnston,  and  resides  in  Brown  Township; 
Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  W  illiam  II.  McElhinney,  and 
they  reside  in  Springville;  Arthur  and  Anna  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  valued  member  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  whose  interests  he  has  promoted  by  filling  some 
of  the  offices  of  his  township,  having  been  Trustee 
and  Assessor.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  and 
faithfully  adheres  to  the  views  and  principles 
promulgated  by  that  party.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
impulses  and  strict  integrity,  a  careful  and  con¬ 
scientious  business  man,  and  in  all  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow-men  is  strictly  observant  of  those  high 
moral  principles  in  which  he  was  trained  in  early 
youth. 
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ILLIAM  F.  WILSON.  This  gentleman  is 
of  the  influential  farmers  of  Brown 
nship,  and  is  the  son  of  a  Pennsylvanian 
farmer,  William  Wilson,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  jj  1 
found  upon  another  page  of  this  Album.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Sarah  Harrah,  and 
her  son,  William  F.,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  March  18,  1830,  where  he  lived  until 
he  was  a  lad  of  nine  years,  when  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  and  located  upon  a  farm  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County.  Here,  they  remained  until  1850,  : 
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.and  our  subject  then  left  the  parental  roof  and 
went  to  Hockingport,  Athens  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
blacksmith  trade.  Mr.  Wilson  was  adventurous 
and  ambitious,  and  desired  to  see  the  great  West. 
He  accordingly  crossed  the  intervening  States  to 
Missouri,  locating  in  Kansas  City,  and  became  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  short  time  at  his  trade.  In  the  spring 
of  1852  he  started  overland  to  California,  for  the 
j]j  :  purpose  of  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  mining  regions 
of  the  Golden  State.  The  trip  occupied  three 
months  and  twenty  days,  and  after  reaching  the 
State  he  went  to  work  in  the  mines,  remaining  thus 
occupied  for  about  three  years,  meeting  with  fail- 
success.  He  returned  via  the  Isthmus,  in  1855, 
to  Washington  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  for  the  space  of  ten  years,  meeting  with 
success,  and  in  due  time  purchased  a  farm  of  sev¬ 
enty  acres  in  that  county. 

In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Wilson  was  again  seized 
with  the  Western  fever,  and,  disposing  of  his  little 
farm,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  came  into  Iowa,  pur¬ 
chased  120  acres  of  land  in  Brown  Township,  on 
section  22,  and  made  a  permanent  settlement.  His 
homestead  is  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Linn 
County.  He  has  erected  a  fine  dwelling  with  all 
the  convenient  outhouses;  his  largest  barn  is 
100x30  feet,  and  will  accommodate  seventy  head 
of  cattle ;  in  addition  to  this  there  is  stabling  room 
for  nine  horses  and  capacity  for  100  tons  of  hay. 
He  afterward  increased  his  landed  interest  by  subse¬ 
quent  purchase,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres 
in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  This  fine  farm  and 
its  accompaniments,  a  view  of  which  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  volume,  form  an  attractive 
spot  on  the  face  of  the  country,  and  is  observed 
with  interest  by  tbe  traveler  as  he  passes  by. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucy  A.  Dunbar,  April  15,  1858,  before  his  final 
departure  for  the  West.  She  was  born  in  North 
Amherst,  Mass.,  May  12,  1837.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Wilson  were  Stephen  A.  and  Lucy  (Cutler) 
Dunbar,  the  former  born  in  Winchester,  Mass.,  and 
the  latter  in  Amherst,  the  same  State.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  the  latter  town,  afterward 
removing  to  Leverett,  where  they  were  occupied 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  whence  they  removed 


to  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  in  1839.  From  here  they 
removed  to  Rome  Township,  Athens  County,  in 
which  county  the  mother  died  Jan.  8.  1847.  The 
father  afterward  removed  to  Federal  Creek,  Morgan 
County,  thence  to  Washington  County,  and  in 
1 884  they  came  to  Linn  County,  where  he  is  now 
residing  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  wife  of  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  He  had  contracted  a  second 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Eliza  Alderman,  July  2,  1848, 
and  this  lady  still  survives.  The  issue  of  the  first 
union  was  seven  children — Mary  C.,  Josiah  R., 
Joseph  L.,  Mason  S.,  Lucy  A.,  Elam  II.  and  War¬ 
ren  K.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of 
five  children — Emma  J.,  Robert  C.,  Hattie  1L,  Al¬ 
bert  1).  and  Ella  M.  Emma  J.  died  Feb.  9,  1876, 
when  an  interesting  maiden  of  seventeen  years; 
Robert  C.  and  Hattie  R.  reside  at  home ;  Albert  1 ). 
died  Jan.  4,  1880,  when  twelve  years  old,  and  Ella 
M.,  Dec.  30,  1879,  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  both  of 
diphtheria. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War  Mr. 
Wilson  was  drafted  into  the  army,  in  1863,  but  be¬ 
ing  unable  to  serve  as  a  soldier,  furnished  a  substi¬ 
tute.  lie  was,  however,  a  member  of  the  O.  N.  G., 
and  enlisted  in  the  148th  Ohio  Regiment,  serving 
100  days.  He  has  held  the  minor  offices  of  his 
township,  and  is  a  gentleman  who  possesses  in  a 
marked  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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DDISON  DANIELS,  deceased,  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  pioneer  merchant  of  Marion.  He 
was  born  in  Medway,  Mass.,  Nov.  13,  1 813, 
and  his  early  life  was  passed  in  his  native 


State,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  came  to 


Iowa  in  March,  1840,  and  locating  at  Marion,  he 
opened  the  second  store  that  was  established  at  that 
place,  the  first  being  by  Woodbridge  &  Thompson. 
Mr.  Daniels’  storeroom  was  a  log  structure,  situated 
a  few  doors  north  of  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
square,  and  on  the  west  side  of  Market  street. 
There  he  sold  large  stocks  of  general  merchandise 
for  a  liberal  profit,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
large  fortune  that  he  eventually  accumulated.  The 
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old  log  storeroom  has  been  boarded  over  since 
those  days,  and  is  at  present  occupied  as  a  cigar 
factory.  Mr.  Daniels  had  great  faith  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  country,  and  also  of  Cedar  Rapids 
and  Marion,  and  invested  largely  in  real  estate  in 
those  places,  which  rapidly  increased  in  value  and 
brought  him  large  profits,  lie  started  a  large  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  also  became  ex¬ 
tensively  interested  in  milling. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  appointed  the  first  Postmaster 
at  Marion,  and  he  was  also  the  first  County  Re¬ 
corder  of  Linn  County,  holding  that  position  in 
1841.  He  was  enterprising,  sagacious  and  prudent 
in  his  business  transactions,  and  was  energetic 
and  active  to  a  remarkable  degree,  never  consult¬ 
ing  his  ease  and  comfort  to  the  detriment  of  his 
business.  He  was  not  addicted  to  the  use  of  to¬ 
bacco  or  stimulants,  but  lived  a  temperate  life. 
His  greatest  excitement  was  found  in  his  business 
ventures,  and  the}’  were  many.  At  one  time,  it  is 
said,  he  owned  a  large  share  of  the  original  plat  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  He  improved  and  retained  much 
of  it,  which  formed  a  material  part  of  his  wealth  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  it  is  estimated  that  his 
estate  aggregated  at  that  time  upward  of  $200,000. 

Mr.  Daniels  saw  the  unbroken  prairie  transformed 
into  beautiful  farms,  and  the  wigwams  of  the  sav¬ 
age  give  place  to  the  industrious  homes  of  an  in¬ 
telligent  and  civilized  yeomanry.  By  his  death 
the  connecting  link  between  the  present  citizenship 
and  business  of  Marion  and  the  wild,  unbroken 
savagery  of  the  unknown  past  is  broken.  As  long 
as  the  name  of  Marion  shall  be  remembered  in 
history  his  name  will  endure.  He  was  never  mar¬ 
ried,  but  so  greatly  did  he  endear  himself  to  his 
large  circle  of  relatives  that  they  readily  accorded 
him  all  the  household  loves  and  titles  of  three  gen¬ 
erations,  and  were  bound  to  him  by  ties  as  strong 
and  endearing  as  domestic  love  can  be.  His  most 
distinctive  characteristic  was  his  love  of  business, 
and  for  a  period  of  forty-four  j’earrs  he  was  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  the  business  history  of  Linn 
County,  its  railway  interests  and  public  enterprises. 
Probably  no  man  played  a  more  important  part  or 
achieved  greater  results  than  he  in  that  direction. 
He  continued  in  mercantile  pursuits  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  having  his  brother  Preston,  and 


nephew,  Addison  L.,  as  partners.  In  May,  1882, 
in  company  with  his  brother  Preston,  and  nephew, 
he  organized  the  banking-house  of  A.  Daniels  & 
Co.,  which  is  now  one  of  the  solid  monied  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  State.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Marion, 
June  18,  1883. 

A  lithograph  portrait  of  Mr.  Daniels  is  presented 
on  an  accompanying  page. 
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EWIS  F.  DANCE,  the  subject  of  the  follow- 

farmer  of  Otter 
rnship.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  in  Lancaster  County,  March  21, 
1825.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Ir¬ 
win)  Dance,  who  were  of  English  extraction.  They 
were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  father  in  1786,  and 
the  mother  in  1788.  Both  parents  died  in  1836. 
They  had  a  family  of  three  children,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  being  the  third  and  last  child,  and  the 
only  member  of  the  family  now  living.  He  had 
two  brothers :  Irwin  C.,  born  April  18,  1821,  died 
December  13  of  the  same  year;  Samuel  C..  born 
Jan.  30,  1823,  only  lived  to  the  age  of  four  months. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Plimbe  A.  Keyes,  June  11,  1874.  Mrs. 
Dance  was  born  Sept.  18,  1851,  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Re¬ 
becca  (Wickham)  Keyes,  both  natives  of  Tuscara¬ 
was  County,  Ohio.  Of  their  family  three  children 
only  are  living,  several  having  passed  away  in 
early  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keyes  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Keyes  is 
a  Greenbacker.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Dance  was  taken 
from  him  by  death  Jan.  11,  1875. 

Mr.  Dance  came  to  Linn  County  in  November, 
1852,  and  purchased  from  the  Government  eighty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added,  and 
now  owns  120  acres.  After  arriving  here,  he  set 
about  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  and  succeeded  in 
bringing-  it  to  a  high  state.  In  1879  he  became  en- 
gaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  turning  his  at¬ 
tention  principally  to  cattle  and  hogs.  His  cattle 
are  full  blood  Short-horns,  and  his  hogs  the  popu¬ 
lar  Poland-China.  He  pursued  this  business  unin¬ 
terruptedly  for  ten  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
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stock,  rented  his  farm,  and  is  now  living  in  retire¬ 
ment,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors.  He 
is  considerably  affected  with  rheumatism,  although 
still  able  to  walk  around.  He  still  possesses  the 
same  active  and  enterprising  mind,  and  overlooks 
his  business  interests  with  the  same  excellent  judg¬ 
ment  that  has  always  characterized  his  transactions. 
He  has  always  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
hts  fellow-citizens,  who  have  honored  him  with  the 
various  local  offices  in  the  county.  He  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  dur¬ 
ing  that  year  paid  out  for  the  support  of  the  wid¬ 
ows  and  orphans,  caused  by  the  war,  about  $1 1,000. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
Lodge  No.  142,  Center  Point,  called  Viana  Lodge. 
At  this  time,  however,  he  is  non-aftiliated  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  age  and  infirmities. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of  pure  En¬ 
glish  stock,  and  as  a  private  soldier  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Brandywine.  His  grandfather  on  his 
mother’s  side  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  held  the 
commission  of  Colonel  in  the  Continental  War,  and 
was  at  Valley  Forge  with  Gen.  Washington.  The 
Dances  were  a  very  prolific  race,  and  their  descend¬ 
ants  are  scattered  all  over  the  United  States,  being 
prominent  as  good  citizens,  and  perpetuating  the 
m  worthy  names  of  their  sires.  The  Irwins  of  this 
date  have  records  from  the  colonial  times  obtained 
from  King  George,  of  which  they  feel  very  proud, 
as  few  can  boast  of  that  distinction. 


YSANDER  L.  IVES,  dealer  in  groceries  and 
provisions  at  Marion,  was  born  in  the  town¬ 
ship  in  which  he  is  at  present  residing,  May 
7,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Hannah 
(Jones)  Ives.  Lysander  was  brought  up  on  his  fath¬ 
er’s  farm,  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  developed  into  manhood  while  follow¬ 
ing  the  vocation  of  his  early  years.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Marion  Township,  March  11,  1875,  to  Miss 
Rachel  A.  Goldsberg,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Nancy 
Goldsberg.  Mrs.  Ives  was  born  in  this  county, 
and  has  borne  our  subject  two  children — Bertha 
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Alice,  born  June  2,  1876,  and  Nellie  L.,  Oct.  11, 
1 880. 

Mr.  Ives  continued  laboring  at  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  until  1873,  when  he  entered  his  farm,  moved 
to  Marion,  and  there  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness.  Continuing  in  the  latter  trade  for  thr< 
years  he  returned  to  his  farm,  the  old  homestead, 
again  resuming  farm  labors,  and  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  until  October,  1885.  During  that  year  he 
went  back  to  Marion  and  again  engaged  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  which  he  has  conducted  until  the 
present  time.  He  has  a  well-stocked  store  in  his 
line,  and,  by  fair  and  honest  dealing  with  his  cus¬ 
tomers,  is  building  up  a  goo  1  trade.  He  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  politics,  and  in  religion  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
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and  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Mac- 
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ll  WIN  B.  BROWN  was  born  in  Somerset¬ 
shire,  England,  Sept.  7,  1842.  He  is  the 
son  of  George  Brown,  born  in  1801,  who  is 
still  living  in  England,  and  is  a  dairyman  by  occu¬ 
pation.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
1809,  and  died  March  24,  1843,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-four  years.  The  family  included  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Jane,  bora  Feb.  15,  1830;  Eliza, 
Jan.  22,  1831;  John,  June  29,  1833;  Seth,  Feb.  9, 
1835;  George,  March  4,  1837;  Henry,  March  15, 
1839;  Edwin,  Sept.  7,  1842.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  George  Brown  was  again  married,  and 
became  the  father  of  nine  more  children,  and  his 
wife  is  still  living  with  him. 

Edwin  B.  Brown  emigrated  to  the  New  World 
at  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years,  with  an  elder 
brother,  George.  The}"  landed  at  New  York  City, 
and  from  there  proceeded  to  Kenosha,  Wis.,  where 
they  remained  until  the  fall  of  the  year,  working 
on  a  farm  at  $4  per  month.  Our  subject  then  en¬ 
gaged  with  his  uncle  to  drive  a  flock  of  sheep  from 
Wisconsin  to  Poweshiek  County,  Iowa.  This  pro¬ 
ject  greatly  pleased  the  young  man,  and  he  was  de¬ 
lighted  at  the  prospect  of  crossing  the  Father  of 
Waters  and  going  into  the  Hawkeye  State,  of  which 
he  had  heard  such  glowing  reports.  They  were 
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soon  on  their  journey,  which  consumed  about 
fifteen  days,  and  arrived  with  their  stock  safety  at 
their  destination.  Our  subject  remained  with  his 
uncle  upon  the  farm  for  the  next  two  years,  work¬ 
ing  for  his  board  and  clothing.  Then  came  dark 
days;  his  duties  were  irksome  and  his  uncle  was 
unkind.  lie  finally  ran  away,  barefooted  and 
alone,  to  Iowa  City,  where  lie  remained  from  Sep¬ 
tember  until  January,  finding  a  poorer  home  and  a 
still  greater  amount  of  abuse.  He  concluded  to 
leave  here,  also,  and  therefore  started  in  his  rags 
and  traveled  to  the  town  of  Downey,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  with  a  farmer  by  the  name  of  Halderman, 
still  working  for  his  board  and  clothes.  At  the 
end  of  three  months  he  once  more  started  out  to 
see  if  he  could  not  better  his  condition.  He  went 
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into  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  worked  until  spring  for 
the  same  salary  which  he  had  heretofore  received, 
but  thereafter  was  fortunate  enough  to  receive  $9 
per  month  through  the  summer. 

Thus  far  our  subject  had  not  received  very  great 
advantages  from  his  removal  to  the  New  World. 
His  fortunes  now  led  him  to  about  the  year  1801, 
and  the  late  Civil  War  was  about  to  be  inaugurated. 
He  concluded  to  enter  the  army,  and  accordingly 
enlisted  in  the  41st  Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers, 
called  the  “  Greybeards,”  in  which  he  remained 
the  following  three  years.  He  was  then  transferred 
to  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  which  he  remained  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  brave  and  cour¬ 
ageous  soldier,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge 
Oct.  31,  1864,  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Brown  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  farm  laborer,  or  at  whatever  his  hands 
could  find  to  do.  He  was  wholly  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources,  receiving  no  financial  assistance 
from  anyone  in  his  fight  for  life  and  sustenance. 
His  perseverance  and  industry,  however,  soon  won 
for  him  stanch  friends,  and  he  was  furnished  the 
means,  viz.,  labor,  by  which  to  secure  something 
for  the  future.  He  became  prosperous  in  his  un- 

1 

dertakings,  and  soon  felt  justified  in  securing  a 
partner  and  establishing  a  home,  although  it  was 
necessarily  an  humble  one  at  first.  He 


was 


mar- 


ried,  Jan.  13,  1865,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  King,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio,  •  born  in  1843.  Her  parents  were 
Michael  and  Lavina  (Dean)  King,  natives  of  Ohio 
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and  New  York  respectively.  Michael  King  was 
born  in  September,  1819,  and  died  Jan.  1,  1873, 
from  injuries  caused  by  being  thrown  from  a  sled 
while  the  horses  were  running  away.  Mrs.  Lavina 
King  was  also  born  in  1819,  and  survived  her  hus¬ 
band  ten  years,  dying  March  2,  1883.  The  pa¬ 
rental  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  all  living 
but  one.  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Brown,  lvas  the  eldest 
daughter  and  child.  The  others  were  as  follows: 
Caroline,  Alfred,  Hannah,  Ellwood,  Joseph,  Jacob, 
Reuben,  Mary  and  Annie;  Willie  died  in  infancy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  B.  Brown  have  become  the 

•• 

parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Albert,  born  i 
Oct.  29^  1865;  Walter,  Aug.  30,  1866;  Caroline, 
Oct.  9,  1868;  Elmer,  Oct.  31,  1870;  Lewis,  June 
2,  1874;  Mary  A.,  Feb.  3,  1877;  Celia  G.,  Sept. 

26,  1879;  Carl  E.,  Dec.  5,  1881. 

In  October,  1884,  Mr.  Brown  found  himself  pos¬ 
sessed  of  sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  tract  of 
land.  He  accordingly  selected  a  location  in  Linn 
County,  on  section  15  of  Grant  Township.  His 
purchase  consisted  of  1 60  acres,  upon  which  he  has 
remained,  improving  and  cultivating  it,  until  the 
present  time.  To  reward  him  for  the  hardships  of 
his  youthful  days,  he  now  has  a  fine  homestead  and 
an  interesting  family,  and  is  held  in  the  highest 
respect  by  the  community,  who  have  noted  his 
honorable  industiy  and  the  manly  traits  of  his 
character.  He  is  well  read  and  well  informed,  and 
in  politics  uniformly  casts  his  vote  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


MOS  B.  STROTHER,  a  well-to-do  and  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  of  this  county,  living  on 
section  10,  Linn  Township,  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Strother,  na- 
of  Virginia  and  Ohio  respectively.  After 
marriage  they  settled  in  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  daily 
labors  of  a  farm  life,  and  where  both  parents  died. 
Of  their  six  children,  Amos  B.  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  Hancock  County, 
Ohio,  Dec.  27,  1840. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
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moil  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
In  June,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  1st  Ohio  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  served  two  years.  He  enlisted  as  a 
private,  and  was  promoted  Sixth  Sergeant.  Re¬ 
ceiving  his  discharge  at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  he 
returned  to  Hancock  County,  the  same  State,  where 
lie  remained  one  year,  and  in  the  spring  of  1867 
came  to  Linn  County.  Arriving  here  he  engaged 
in  the  duties  of  a  teacher,  and  followed  that  voca¬ 
tion  for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  2,  Linn  Township,  on  which  he  lived  for 
live  years.  Selling  his  place  he  bought  another, 
consisting  of  120  acres,  on  section  10,  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  built  a 
good  residence  and  necessary  out-buildings,  and 
eighty  acres  of  his  land  is  in  a  first-class  tillable 
condition. 

Mr.  Strother  was  married  in  Linn  Township, 
Nov.  18,  1869,  to  Ellen  A.,  daughter  of  J.  C. 
Goudy,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  another  part  of 
this  work.  To  Mrs.  Strother’s  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  three  children  have  been  born — Mabel  B., 
Delbert  H.  and  John  B.  Mr.  Strother  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  Assessor  for  two  years,  and  also 
that  of  Township  Clerk  for  the  same  length  of  time. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 


LIILIP  MOODY.  The  gentleman  whose 
jjj  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  narrative 
proudly  traces  his  ancestors  back  for  sev¬ 
eral  generations,  of  which  he  obtains  a 
good  record,  as  they  were  a  long-lived  race,  full  of 
honest  purposes  and  good  deeds.  His  grandfather, 
James  Moody,  was  undoubtedly  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  and,  emigrating  from  his  native  land  in  early 
manhood,  settled  in  Virginia,  was  there  married, 
and  became  the  father  of  twenty -two  children  by 
his  first  and  only  wife.  The  name  of  this  lady, 
unfortunately,  does  not  appear  in  the  record,  but 
it  is  known  that  she  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  both  she  and  her  husband  died  there.  The 


latter  was  connected  with  the  blast  furnaces  and 
iron  manufactures  of  Westmoreland  County,  and 
was  a  prosperous  citizen.  William  Moody,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  elder  members 
of  this  family  of  twenty-two  children,  and  lived 
and  died  in  his  native  county  of  Westmoreland. 
The  family  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  the  noted 
iron-works  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  father 
became  a  molder  early  in  life,  and  a  skillful  oper¬ 
ator.  He  was  boss  manager  of  one  of  the  blast 
furnaces  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  possessor 
of  a  good  farm,  upon  which  he  reared  his  family. 
He  died  at  an  age  exceeding  fourscore,  in  the  fall 
of  1873.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Chris¬ 
tina  Freeman,  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
of  pure  German  descent.  Her  decease  occurred 
Oct.  9,  1884.  at  the  age  of  eighty -nine  years,  nine 
months  and  nine  days. 

In  the  parental  household  of  our  subject  Avere 
reared  twelve  children,  of  Avhom  Philip  Avas  the 
eldest.  The  remainder  are  Eliza  and  William,  avIio 
are  married ;  tAvo  infants  and  Jackson,  who  are  de¬ 
ceased  ;  John  and  Mary,  married ;  Daniel  and  Mar¬ 
shall,  deceased,  the  latter  dying  in  the  army;  Sarah, 
married,  and  Henrietta,  deceased.  William  Moody 
Avas  fairly  successful  in  life,  and  transmitted  to  his 
children  those  qualities  inherited  from  his  ancestry 
which  made  them  upright  and  honest  citizens. 

The  early  life  of  Philip  Moody  was  spent  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  he  obtained  his  education 
principally  by  his  own  efforts.  After  becoming  of 
age  he  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith,  and  pursued  this  calling  for  seventeen 
years.  He  became  skillful,  and  Avas  considered 
especially  proficient  in  horse-shoeing.  Prior  to 
leaving  his  native  county  he  Avas  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  April  24,  1844.  with  Miss  Eliza  Listebargar, 
a  sketch  of  Avhose  parents  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Mrs.  Moody  Avas  born  Aug.  14, 
1824,  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  She  was 
reared  under  the  training  of  a  careful  mother,  her 
father  having  died  Avhen  she  was  a  small  child. 
She  was  the  youngest  but  one  in  her  father’s  family, 
and  the  result  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Moody  was 
one  child,  William  M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years. 

Our  subject  became  a  citizen  of  Linn  County 
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Nov.  11,  1854,  and  has  since  made  this  his  home. 
He  worked  for  a  few  years  at  his  trade,  and  later 
became  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel,  which  he  aband¬ 
oned  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  first 
purchase  was  forty  acres.  He  came  into  possession 
of  this  in  1857,  and  after  the  close  of  the  war  pur¬ 
chased  an  additional  forty  acres  adjoining,  the  two 
purchases  tying  on  sections  1  and  two  respectively. 
His  land  is  finety  located  and  well  improved,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  living  in  ease  and  comfort  upon 
the  homestead,  esteemed  by  their  friends  and 
neighbors,  and  occupying  a  good  position  in  the 
community  where  they  reside.  Mrs.  Moody  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  Mr.  M.  was  one  of  the  first  Assessors 
in  the  township,  and  casts  his  vote  with  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


OHN  W.  WEBB,  owner  of  280  acres  of  land 
in  Marion  Township,  which  is  located  on 
section  9,  where  he  resides  and  is  engaged 
in  farm  labor,  is  a  son  of  John  and  Lovita 


subsequently  removing  to  Kentuckjq  whence  they 
went  to  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  where  they  died. 
There  were  thirteen  children  in  the  parental  fam¬ 
ily,  five  sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  our  subject 
was  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

John  W.  Webb  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
Ky.,  Sept.  6,  1813.  He  lived  in  his  native  State, 
engaged  the  while  in  farming,  until  1829,  when  he 
went  to  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  with  his  parents, 
and  there  followed  the  same  occupation  he  had  in 
Kentuck}’,  until  1852.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter 
year  he  moved  to  Linn  County,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  and  settled  on  the 
above-named  section,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  good,  comfortable  farm  buildings 
on  his  place,  and  his  land  is  all  under  an  advanced 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Webb  was  married  in  Johnson  County,  Ind., 
Sept.  7,  1837,  to  Elizabeth  Tracy,  born  in  Henry 
County,  Ky.,  July  14,  1819.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Mary  (Tanner)  Tracy.  Of  her 


(Wilson)  Webb,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  parents 
were  married  in  the  latter  State,  where  they  settled, 


union  with  our  subject  twelve  children  have  been 
born:  Mary  L.,  Milas,  Amanda,  Margaret  J.,  Me¬ 
lissa,  Pierson,  Josephine,  John,  Caroline,  Charles, 
Florence  and  Anna  B.  Pierson  died  in  his  thirty- 
fifth  year.  He  was  engaged  in  farming  in  this 
county,  and  on  the  2d  of  January,  1883,  while  at 
the  Union  Depot,  Chicago,  dropped  dead.  It  is 
supposed  he  died  from  heart  disease.  In  politics 
our  subject  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 

ARZILLA  YANNOTE,  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  farmers  and  stock  breeders  of 
-yj.j  > |  Linn  County,  also  buying  and  selling  fine 
stock,  now  living  on  section  25,  Monroe 
Township,  was  born  in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J., 
Sept.  3,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Lucretia 
(Miller)  Vannote.  The  father  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  in  1798,  and  died  in  Pike  County,  Ill.,  in 
June,  1849.  He  had  removed  to  the  latter  named 
county  in  1846,  and  settled  near  the  town  of  Atlas. 
Lucretia  Miller,  his  wife,  was  born  in  1800,  and 
died  in  1839,  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.  They  emi¬ 
grated  to  Wayne  County  from  New  Jersey  in  that 
year,  and  after  her  death  the  father  moved  to  Pike 
Countjr,  Ill.,  as  stated. 

Mr.  Vannote,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  district  schools,  and  remained  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  until  1849,  in  which  year  he 
removed  to  Linn  County,  where  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  land  near  Mt.  Vernon.  In  the  spring 
of  1865  he  removed  to  his  present  location,  where 
he  yet  lives;  he  is  the  owner  of  320  acres.  Dec.  5, 
1844,  Mr.  Vannote  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Maria  Wolf,  who  was  born  Nov.  15,  1823,  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  nine  children,  as  follows:  Nelson,  born  Sept. 
25,  1845,  married  Miss  Lucinda  Williams,  and  died 
Oct.  20,  1875;  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  25,  1846;  Laz¬ 
arus  N.,  born  May  22,  1848,  married  Miss  Keziah 
Stinson;  Chai-les  B.,  born  May  9,  1850,  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Stinson;  James  H.,  born  Aug.  14, 
1843,  married  Miss  Laura  McArthur;  L}^dia  E., 
born  Jan.  21,  1855,  married  Frank  Hays;  George 
B.,  born  Feb.  28,  1860,  married  Miss  Mary  McBur- 
ney;  Margaret  A.,  born  Feb.  22,  1863,  married 
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Charles  Longood,  and  is  deceased ;  Maria  Caroline, 
born  July  27,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  William  Quaas. 

Mr.  Yannote  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  In 
the  sunset  of  life  he  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  labors  at  the  home  which  he  has  established 
by  the  work  of  his  own  hands  and  a  life  of  unre¬ 
mitting  industry.  That  he  stands  well  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  his  neighbors,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  several  times  been  called  to  till  offices 
of  trust  and  responsibility  in  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 


w\/\,  '*4jlbj2s®^S/k  i 


she  married  the  father  of  Joseph  S. 
quently  removed  to  Delaware  County, 
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R.  JOSEPH  S.  WINANS.  This  well-known 
gentleman  belongs  to  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  of  Linn  County.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  in  Otsego  County,  Oct.  12, 
1831.  He  is  the  son  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Winans.  Silas  Winans  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  where  he  died  in  1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight  years ;  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  died  in  1862, 
in  the  same  State.  Their  family  circle  embraced 
ten  children. 

Dr.  Josephs.  Winans  is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  an- 
1  cestors  coming  from  Holland  at  the  time  of  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  New  York  State.  The  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  the  first  purchaser  of  Staten 
Island  from  the  Indians;  he  became  possessed  of  the 
entire  tract  of  land  and  invited  several  of  his  Holland 
friends  to  come  and  settle  around  him.  He  after¬ 
ward  moved  to  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  leaving  his 
old  neighbors  in  possession  of  the  island.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  mother  was  of  English  nativity,  and  was  born 
in  Worcestershire.  Her  father  was  a  ship  carpenter 
by  trade,  and  when  he  emigrated  to  America  their 
first  location  was  in  Otsego  County,  N.  where 

They  subse- 
the  same 

State,  where  their  lives  terminated. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  under  the 
parental  roof,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  and  attending  the  district  school,  until  the  age 


of  sixteen  years,  when  he  entered  the  Delaware  Lit¬ 
erary  Institute,  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  Delaware 
In  this  institution  he  prepared  himself 


1851  entered  the  Junior  Class  of 
Hamilton  College,  which  was  located  near  Clinton, 
Oneida  County.  Here  he  graduated  in  1853.  Af¬ 
ter  finishing  his  college  course,  he  started  out  to  see 
the  world,  and  late  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  found 
himself  at  Snicker’s  Gap,  near  Winchester,  Ya.  He 
here  applied  for  and  secured  a  situation  as  teacher 
of  a  select  school,  and  occupied  himself  thus  during 
the  winter.  In  the  following  April  he  started  West, 
drifted  through  the  States  of  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  Illinois,  and  in  1854  his  steps  were  arrested 
in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  where  he  located.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  assisted  in  the  Government  survey 
of  Cherokee,  Ida,  Buena  Vista,  and  several  other 
counties  of  Iowa.  He  was  quite  pleased  with  this 
pursuit,  and  followed  it  considerably  during  the 
next  ten  years,  in  the  meantime  taking  a  course  of 
medical  lectures.  About  this  time  he  visited  Mon¬ 
tana  Territory,  and  remained  for  some  time,  occu- 
pving  himself  in  mining  and  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  was  fairly  successful  in  his  un¬ 
dertakings,  and  in  1868  gathered  up  his  effects, 
and  retraced  his  steps  toward  the  old  associations 
and  the  old  friends  in  the  Hawkeye  State.  In  1880 
he  visited  the  Black  Hills  and  spent  three  months 
there,  Center  Point,  however,  being  his  home  and 
his  field  of  operations,  where  he  has  jointly  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  in  the  acquis¬ 
ition  of  land.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  600  acres, 
a  large  amount  of  it  under  improvement,  and  some 
of  his  farms  are  well  stocked  and  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition  for  the  raising  of  grain  and  cattle. 

Dr.  Winans  is  a  physician  in  the  regular  school. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  literary  taste,  and  a  good  Latin 
and  Greek  scholar.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Russell,  in  November,  1860.  Mrs. 
Winans  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  Sept  30, 
1836.  By  this  lady  he  became  the  father  of  two 
children — Alice  and  Lillie  C.  Mrs.  Winans  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Jan.  19,  1866,  and  the  Doctor  has 
not  seen  fit  to  supply  the  place  of  her  whom  he  yet 
mourns.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  her 
remains  rest  in  the  Center  Point  Cemetery. 

In  his  early  years  Dr.  Winans  assisted  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  flat-boats,  which  were  to  be  floated  down 
the  Yellowstone  River.  The  lumber  for  these  was 
sawed  with  an  implement  called  a  whip-saw.  The 
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Doctor  was  one  of  the'  first  movers  in  the  expedition 
down  the  Yellowstone,  and  was  the  witness  of  many 
interesting  scenes  in  the  early  expeditions  through 
that  wild  region,  lie  has  seen  a  large  area  of  the 
western  country,  and  recalls  many  pleasant  and 
thrilling  reminiscences  connected  with  those  early 
days.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  supports  its  principles  with 
conscientious  fervor. 


KROME  SlIIRTLEFF.  Of  the  numerous 
well-to-do  farmers  residing  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  Linn  County,  who  have  attained 
success  through  the  following  of  their  inde¬ 
pendent  calling,  and  that,  too,  by  their  own  indom¬ 
itable  energy  and  perseverance,  and  not  as  the 
recipients  of  a  legacy,  Mr.  Shirtleff  certainly  de¬ 
serves  mention.  He  is  pleasantly  situated  on  his 
tine  farm  on  section  8,  Fayette  Township,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  his  honorable 
calling.  He  is  a  son  of  Giles  and  Laura  (Marsh) 
Shirtleff,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
respectively.  After  their  marriage  they  settled 
amid  the  hills  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  then 
removed  to  Essex  County,  and  in  1844  went  to 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  where  they  lived  until  their 
deaths.  They  had  nine  children,  Jerome  being  the 
third  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Shirtleff  was  born  in  Vermont,  Aug.  12, 
1880,  and  was  one  year  old  when  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  York  State.  He  accompanied  them 
from  the  latter  State  to  Boone  County,  Ill.,  in  1844, 
and  there  received  his  education  and  worked  on 
the  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  his  life  had 
passed,  he  also  being  engaged  during  this  time  in 
driving  stages  on  the  Chicago  &  Galena  Road  for 
about  four  years.  He  then  came  to  Iowa,  and 
drove  a  stage  from  Iowa  City  to  Marion,  Linn 
County,  this  State,  for  about  three  years.  In  1854 
he  came  to  this  county  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Fayette  Township,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home,  a  view  of  which  is  given  in  this  work.  He 
is  the  owner  of  285  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Shirtleff  was  married  in  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  March  24,  1853,  to  Mary  Dumbauld,  daugh- 


ter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Ilarbough)  Dum-  1 
bauld,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  had  ; 
five  children,  and  Mrs.  Shirtleff  was  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  She  was  born  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio,  April  27,  1839,  and  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  six  children — 
Frederick  G.,  Sarah  L.,  Jerome  L.,  Catherine,  John 
F.  and  Mary  H.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Leroy  Hop¬ 
per  and  they  are  living  in  Dakota;  Jerome  mar¬ 
ried  \  iola  Hall,  and  they  reside  in  Fayette  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  follows  the  vocation  of  a  farmer; 
Catherine  and  David  Booth  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  are  now  living  in  Dakota.  Mr.  Shirt¬ 
leff  has  held  various  minor  offices  in  his  township. 
He  is  a  member  of  Benton  City  Lodge,  No.  81,  A. 

F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  Master  of  the  Lodge.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


D.  R.  MOORE,  one  of  the  successful  grocers 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye 
State,  born  in  Burlington,  Oct.  9,  1855.  He 
is  the  son  of  William  B.  and  Sarah  A.  (McMullen) 
Moore,  and  the  eldest  of  four  brothers,  all  living. 
Thomas  is  with  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  James  is 
engaged  in  a  woolen-mill,  and  the  youngest,  William, 
is  but  a  young  boy. 

The  early  life  of  Ed.  R.  Moore  was  passed  under 
the  parental  roof  and  in  attendance  at  the  common 
schools  in  Kossuth  and  Davenport.  He  entered  the 
Business  College  at  the  latter  place  in  1875,  and 
after  taking  one  course  there  was  occupied  for  a 
time  in  the  woolen-mill  business,  after  which  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  became  a  clerk 
for  Baines  Bros.,  dry-goods,  boots  and  shoes,  at 
Sigourney,  Iowa,  and  was  with  them  one  year.  He 
then  removed  to  Davenport,  and  engaged  as  clerk 
for  a  grocer  there,  subsequently  forming  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  R.  C.  Chambers,  and  they  operated  under 
the  firm  name  of  Moore  &  Chambers,  and  continued 
together  a  little  more  than  two  years.  The  partner¬ 
ship  was  then  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Moore  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids  and  established  his  present  business, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  He  carries  a  general 
stock  of  staple  and  fanc}r  groceries,  and  enjo3’S  a 


Residence,  and  old  Mill  or  J.  p.  Glass  ,  Sec.  9.,  Rapids  Town sh i  p 


Residenceof.  Jerome'Shirtleff  5ec. a. Fayette  Township 
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Residence  of  John  A. Fleming,  Sec. 31. .Spring  Grove  Township 
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good  and  rapidly  increasing  patronage.  Mr.  Moore’s 
father  has  had  a  long  experience  in  the  woolen-mill 
trade,  and  is  now  in  busiuess  in  this  city.  His  op¬ 
erations  are  meeting  with  success,  and  he  is  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Moore  was  married,  June  10,  1879,  at  Daven¬ 
port,  to  Miss  Barbara,  daughter  of  Robert  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Scott  County.  He  is  still 
living,  and  has  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Moore  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  and  conscientiously  votes  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

Mr.  Moore  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife  is  connected 
with  the  Christian  Church. 
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VILLIAM  AY.  GRAY  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Linn  County,  and  is  indebted  for 
what  he  possesses  of  this  world’s  goods  to 
his  own  energy,  good  judgment  and  economy.  His 
later  years  have  been  passed  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  which  vocation  he  now  follows  on  his  fine 
farm  on  section  34,  Marion  Township,  and  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  he  is  meeting  with  success. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  George  AAL  and  the 
mother  Sarah  E.  (Howe)  Gray,  the  former  of  En¬ 
glish  ancestry,  and  after  their  marriage  they  settled 
in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where  she  died.  He  came 
to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  1839,  and  cleared  a  quar¬ 
ter  section  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  and  in 
1840  made  settlement  there.  He  died  at  Marion, 
Iowa,  in  1874,  having  become  the  father  of  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  By  a  later 
marriage  he  was  the  father  of  two  children’  one  of 
whom  is  living. 

William  Gray  was  the  youngest  of  his  father’s 
children,  and  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  23, 1830.  He  was  quite  3roung  when  his  father 
left  Pennsylvania ;  and  after  spending  a  season  in 
Ohio  and  one  in  Illinois,  they  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa.  Living  in  the  latter  county  for 
awhile,  they  moved  to  Linn  County,  and  in  1840 
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located  in  Marion  Township,  where  our  subject  has 
continued  to  reside  until  the  present  time.  Air. 
Gray  followed  brick-making,  on  his  own  account 
and  in  connection  with  his  father,  for  several  years, 
but  since  1859  has  devoted  his  time  exclusively  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  205 
acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  and  is  doing 
well  in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation. 

Air.  Gray  was  married  at  Alarion,  Iowa,  Feb.  2, 
1860,  to  Soplironia  T.  Hardin,  daughter  of  Benja¬ 
min  and  Alary  (I inlay)  Hardin,  who  are  natives  of 
Virginia  and  New  Jersey  respectively.  They  were 
married  and  settled  in  Ohio,  whence  they  came  to 
Linn  County  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Alarion  Town¬ 
ship.  Removing  to  Cedar  County  in  1870,  the 
father  died  there  Feb.  14,  1871.  She  survives,  and 
is  living  in  Alarion  Township.  They  had  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  six  girls  and  four  boys,  and  Airs.  Gray  is  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  in  Aladison 
County,  Ohio,  Alarch  24,  1838.  Air.  and  Airs.  Gray 
are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
have  crossed  the  river  and  joined  the  silent  major¬ 
ity  on  the  other  shore.  The  living  are  George  B., 
a  student  at  Cornell  College.  Alt,  A’ernon;  Ange¬ 
lina  L.,  Sophronia  J.  and  William  AY.,  Jr.;  and  the 
deceased  were  Alary,  Sarah  E.  and  Emma  AI.  An¬ 
gelina  is  the  wife  of  James  A’an  Fossen,  and  they 
are  living  in  Linn  County.  Air.  Gray  has  held 
some  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township,  and  so- 
cially  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  United  AYorkmen 
of  America.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Alelh- 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party. 

VILLIAAI  JACKSON,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Buffalo  Township,  is  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  He  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  among 
the  Ohio  hills,  Sept.  24,  1830.  He  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education,  but  when  a  lad  of 
eleven  years  was  deprived  of  a  mother’s  care.  He 
was  then  thrown  among  strangers,  making  his  home 
at  different  places,  wherever  he  could  procure 
something  to  do.  It  seemed  a  hard  experience  for 
a  lad  of  tender  years,  but  it  was  a  useful  one,  and 
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lie  acquired  those  habits  of  self-dependence  which 
in  later  years  proved  of  so  great  service  to  him. 

William  Jackson  was  the  son  of  Hugh  T.  and 
Elizabeth  (McCanon)  Jackson,  the  father  a  native 
of  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  They  removed  from  their  native  State 
while  in  early  youth,  before  their  marriage,  settling 
in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their 
home  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
wife  and  mother  passed  away  in  the  fall  of  1 847, 
and  the  decease  of  the  father  occurred  in  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1870.  They  had  become  the  parents  of 
seven  children — William,  Samuel,  Nancy,  Catharine, 
Hugh,  Joseph  and  Benjamin. 

When  our  subject  left  Ohio,  he  first  went  to 
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Michigan,  and  in  Macomb  County  of  that  State 

After  a  time  he  was  in¬ 
sawmill,  and  operated 
this  four  years.  The  time  seemed  long  that  he  had 
passed  among  strangers,  and,  longing  to  see  the 
faces  of  old  friends  and  to  renew  old  associations, 
he  returned  to  Ohio.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Macomb  County, 
which  he  afterward  sold.  After  sojourning  in  Ohio 
for  a  time  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and  bought  a 
half  interest  in  a  sawmill,  in  Macomb  County, 
which  he  operated  about  nine  months,  then  sold 
out  his  interest  in  it  and  proceeded  to  Grand  Rapids. 
He  only  remained  there  one  season,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  rafting  lumber  down  the  river,  and  also 
as  pilot  on  a  river  steamer.  For  this  he  received 
a  salary  of  $2  per  day  and  “found.”  He  then 
went  to  the  eastern  part  of  Michigan,  and  finally 
returned  to  Ohio.  He  became  occupied  in  various 
pursuits,  was  employed  fora  time  in  a  sawmill, and 
was  afterward  engaged  at  carpentering.  When  he 
first  ventured  out  for  himself  he  had  served  a  year 
as  apprentice  to  a  blacksmith. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Jackson  had  taken  to  him¬ 
self  a  helpmeet,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife,  he  came  to  Iowa.  They  lived 
in  Castle  Gi’ove  Township  about  six  months,  then 
came  into  Linn  County,  purchasing  forty  acres 
on  section  13,  in  Buffalo  Township,  where  tliej^ 
established  a  permanent  home.  Mr.  Jackson  added 
to  his  first  purchase  as  his  means  accumulated,  and 
is  now  the  possessor  of  120  acres  of  valuable  land. 


Ilis  farm  is  finely  improved,  and  the  attractions  of 
the  homestead  are  completed  by  the  erection  of  a 
dwelling  and  good  outhouses. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Jackson  was  celebrated 
in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  being  Miss  Emma  Winegal.  She  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State  and  became  the  mother  of  one 
daughter — Mary  E.  Her  life  terminated  in  Buffalo 
Township,  June  23,  1868.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Jackson  took  place  Feb.  10,  1870,  Miss 
Loretta  Corwin  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born 
in  Batavia,  Genessee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  by  her  union 
with  Mr.  Jackson  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children — Adaline  E.,  Alta  M.,  Celia  E.  and  Will¬ 
iam  V.  The  present  Mrs.  Jackson  is  a  second 
cousin  of  the  celebrated  Thomas  Corwin,  of  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Jackson’s  father  removed  with  his  family ? 
consisting  of  his  wife  and  two  children,  to  Michi¬ 
gan,  in  which  State  the  wife  died,  leaving  four 
children- — one  girl  and  three  boys.  Mr.  Corwin 
then  went  back  to  New  York  State,  where  he  again 
married,  then  returned  to  Michigan,  where  lie  died. 
He  had  two  boys  by  his  second  wife.  Mrs.  Jack¬ 
son’s  brothers  are  all  still  living. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocracy.  He  possesses  all  the  qualities  of  a  good 
citizen,  and  is  estimated  accordingly  by  his  county 
and  community. 
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©H ARLES  H.  BIRDSALL,  a  substantial 
farmer  residing  on  section  31,  was  born  in 
or  near  Detroit,  Mich.,  July  25,  1839.  He 
is  the  son  of  Cary  W.  and  Roxanna  (Cross)  Bird- 
sail,  natives  of  New  York  State.  The  father  was 
born  in  1805,  and  died  in  1844;  the  mother  was 
born  in  1807,  and  died  in  this  county  in  1871. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children — Charles  II. 
and  Stephen  B.  The  latter  enlisted  in  August  or 
September,  1861,  in  the  33d  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
though  he  fought  in  eleven  different  battles,  es¬ 
caped  without  a  wound.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
three  years’  service  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died  in 
February,  1864. 

Charles  II.  Birdsall,  our  subject,  enlisted  in  the 
15th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Free- 
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port,  Ill.,  in  May,  1 S6 1 ,  for  three  years.  He  en¬ 
listed  as  a  private.  In  September,  1861,  he  was 
discharged  from  that  regiment,  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness,  and  in  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  State  service, 
in  the  146tli  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  one  year  as 
Sergeant,  and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  1,  1865. 

Our  subject  was  married,  March  13, 1866,  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Harris.  She  was  born  near  Byron,  Ogle 
Co.,  Ill.,  Jan.  19,  1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ros¬ 
well  H.  and  Mary  (Harris)  Harris,  both  born  in 
Brattleboro,  Yt.  The  father  was  born  in  181 7,  and 
died  Nov.  6,  1885;  the  mother  was  born  Aug.  30, 
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1817,  and  died  in  Illinois  in  1876. 
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Both  were  ed- 
Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  last  fifteen 
years  of  his  life.  He  was  a  very  strong  Repub¬ 
lican.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children — 
William  H.,  Sarah  A.,  Mary,  George,  Ellen,  Olive 
and  Oscar,  twins.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Birdsall  are  the  parents  of  three 
daughters  and  one  son,  as  follows :  Jennie  M.  and 
Jessie  O.,  twins,  born  Dec.  12,  1866;  Nettie  R., 
born  March  19,  1868,  and  Roswell  C.,  born  Sept. 
17,  1873.  The  twin  sisters  attended  the  Marion 
Graded  School,  where  they  graduated,  and  both 
have  taught  two  terms  in  the  township  district 
school.  They  are  very  much  alike,  and  each  one 
is  often  taken  for  the  other  by  their  friends.  They 
are  both  brunettes,  of  medium  height,  with  black 
eyes,  and  display  a  great  amount  of  intelligence. 
They  are  beautiful  and  accomplished  young  ladies. 

Mrs.  Birdsall  spent  six  years  in  the  school-room, 
teaching  in  the  graded  schools  at  Byron,  Ogle  Co., 
Ill.  She  taught  one  year  in  the  primary,  four  years 
in  the  intermediate,  and  one  }Tear  in  the  highest 
branches.  Mr.  Birdsall  came  to  Iowa  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1869,  and  has  ever  since  made  this  his  home. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farming  pursuits, 
and  in  addition  has  won  a  personal  standing  in  the 
community  of  which  he  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  On  his  farm  is  a  fine  dwelling-house  and 
barn,  and  all  his  surroundings  are  of  the  pleasant¬ 
est  character. 

Mr.  Birdsall  is,  and  has  been  for  fourteen  years, 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  at  LaFayette, 


in  this  township,  for  two  years.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  the 
twin  daughters  belong  to  the  church  of  their  father. 
He  is  a  member  of  Denison  Post,  G.  A.  R.  at  Cen¬ 
ter  Point.  In  politics  lie  has  always  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Birdsall,  though  just  in  the  prime  of  life, 
can  look  back  over  the  years  that  are  past  with  a 
consciousness  of  having  done  his  duty  alike  to  his 
country,  his  God,  his  neighbors,  his  famil}*  and 
himself.  As  a  soldier  he  faced  the  bullets  of  his 
country’s  enemies,  and  has  faithfully  lived  up  to 
all  the  obligations  of  life,  and  has  won  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  affection  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact. 
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ENRY  J.  NIETERT  is  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Linn  County,  and  a  prosperous  and 
prominent  banker  in  the  village  of  Walker. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  .State,  having 
been  born  in  Dayton,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 
March  12,  1848.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  H.  and  Caro¬ 
line  (Buhlman)  Nietert,  both  natives  of  Germany, 
who  emigrated  to  America  in  1835  or  1836,  locat¬ 
ing  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until 
1854,  and  then  removed  to  Clayton  County,  Iowa, 
where  their  deaths  occurred,  the  mother  departing 
this  life  in  August,  1863;  the  father  survived  her 
until  December,  1882,  and  died  in  Walker,  this  ^ 
county.  J.  H.  Nietert  was  a  carpenter  and  mill¬ 
wright,  and  a  man  of  great  skill  in  his  combined 
occupations.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  named  Maiy, 
Henry  and  Alice  E. ;  those  deceased  were  Edward, 
Caroline  and  Willie. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  J.  11.  Nietert, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  again  married,  taking  for 
his  wife  Mrs.  Frances  Pearson,  believed  to  have 
been  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1838.  Of  this 
union  there  were  four  children:  Anna,  Charlie, 
Frank  and  Martha. 

Henry  J.  Nietert,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Wilde,  May  4, 
1881.  Mrs.  Nietert  is  a  native  of  Putnam  County, 
Ill.,  born  in  October,  1855,  and  came  to  the  Hawk- 
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eye  State  when  a  child  ten  years  old.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  N.  have  become  the  parents  of  one  child.  Mr. 
N.  had  been  previously  married,  the  maiden  name 
of  his  first  wife  being  Carrie  Howser,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  bore  him  one  child. 

Mr.  Nietert  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  arriving  here 
on  the  20th  of  October,  engaging  first  in  farming, 
and  afterward  followed  mercantile  pursuits,  dealing 
in  dry  goods  in  the  village  of  Walker.  He  engaged 
in  the  banking  business  in  the  spring  of  1885,  un¬ 
der  the  firm  name  of  A.  E.  Nietert  <fc  Co.,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  this  business  venture.  He 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M. 
No.  286,  at  Earlville,  Iowa;  also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
No.  132,  Oneida  Lodge,  at  the  same  place.  He  was 
elected  to  fill  the  Junior  Warden  Chair  in  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Lodge,  but  removed  from  there  before  he  was 
able  to  serve.  He  has  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  serving  two  years,  and  is  at  present  a  Notary 
Public.  In  politics  Mr.  Nietert  is  strongly  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  and  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  was  confirmed  in 
1862.  He  is  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  citizen,  hon¬ 
est  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  and  highly  esteemed 
in  his  community. 
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SAMUEL  DANIELS,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  insurance  and  real-estate  agent  at 
Marion,  was  a  pioneer  of  this  county  of 
1846.  He  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  May,  15,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jeremaih  and  Susanna  (Purkey)  Daniels.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  his  mother  was  a  native 
of  Maryland  and  of  Holland-Dutch  descent. 

Samuel  Daniels  came  to  Linn  Count}"  with  his 
parents  in  the  spring  of  1846,  and  the  family  made 
their  home  in  Bertram  Township,  within  five  miles 
of  Marion  City.  There  our  subject  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labors  on  the  farm,  and  supplemented 
the  education  he  received  in  the  district  school  by 
a  course  of  training  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  schools 
and  Cornell  College  at  Mt.  Vernon.  He  entered 
the  college  referred  to  in  the  winter  of  1859-60, 
intending  to  take  a  regular  course,  but  in  the 


spring  of  1860  he  became  infected  with  the  Pike’s 
Peak  gold  fever,  and,  in  company  with  another 
young  man,  started  overland  across  the  plains. 
They  abandoned  the  trip  before  reaching  the  so- 
called  gold  regions  and  returned  to  this  county. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  our 
subject  enlisted  at  Cedar  Rapids,  in  the  first  call 
for  troops  for  three  months’  service.  The  date  of 
his  enlistment  was  May  5,  1861,  and  he  then  be¬ 
came  a  private  in  Co.  K,  1st  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  His 
regiment  was  in  active  service  from  the  very  first, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Wilson  Creek,  on  the  10th  day 
of  August,  1861,  our  subject  was  wounded  by  a 
gun-shot  in  the  right  leg.  The  above  accident 
happened  just  three  or  four  days  prior  to  his  term 
of  enlistment  having  expired,  and  our  subject  pro¬ 
ceeded  home  without  delay.  His  wound  proved  of 
a  serious  nature,  resulting  in  the  amputation  of  his 
right  leg  near  the  body. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Daniels  had  recovered  from  the 
loss  of  his  limb  and  was  able  to  be  about,  he  was 
appointed  Station  Agent  for  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R. 
at  Bertram,  and  was  also  commissioned  Postmaster 
by  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1862.  He  continued  at  Bertram 
as  Agent  and  Postmaster  until  Jan.  1,  1865,  when 
he  came  to  Marion  to  accept  the  position  of  Deputy 
Recorder  of  Linn  County,  under  his  brother,  J.  J. 
Daniels.  He  continued  to  hold  the  position  under 
his  brother  for  about  eight  years,  and  also  under 
his  successor,  Mr.  C.  E.  Putnam,  until  1876,  when 
our  subject  was  elected  Auditor.  This  latter  posi¬ 
tion  Mr.  Daniels  held  for  three  terms  (six  years), 
when  he  retired  and  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  has  been  twice  elected 
to  the  same  position,  and  is  the  present  incumbent 
of  that  office.  While  serving  as  Deputy  Recorder 
Mr.  Daniels  was  appointed  Deputy  United  States 
Revenue  Collector  for  Linn  County,  and  held  that 
position  for  three  years. 

Samuel  Daniels  was  married  at  Marion,  Nov.  27, 
1872,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Hayzlett,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  G.  and  Eleanor  (Hattfield)  Hayzlett. 
She  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ind.,  and  came 
to  this  county  with  her  parents  in  1854.  Her 
father  was  ex-Sheriff  of  this  county  and  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens.  He  now  resides  at  Kene- 
saw,  Neb.  The  union  of  our  subject  with  Miss 


m 


Si 


5 : 


ivscyl 


vg«£ 

E 


COUNTY. 


LINN 


Hayzlett  has  been  productive  of  three  children,  of 
whom  two  are  yet  living — Charles  E.  was  born  at 
Marion,  Jan.  19,  1875;  Samuel  was  born  Nov.  25, 
1878,  and  died  in  infancy;  Dollie,  only  daughter, 
was  born  July  29,  1880.  Mrs.  Daniels  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Republican,  and  one  of  that  class  who 
never  scratches  a  ticket;  having  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  and  for  every  Republican 
nominee  for  President  since  that  time.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  Iowa;  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  Robert  Mitchell  Post  No. 
106,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  Danjels  has  talent  for  invention, 
and  has  in  his  possession  some  models  of  curious 
and  useful  things  which  he  has  invented,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  one  for  a  system  of  pro¬ 
jecting  ladders  for  use  at  fires,  that  is  very  simple 
and  complete  in  its  workings.  Mr.  Daniels  is  a  gen¬ 
ial  gentleman  and  a  practical  business  man,  whose 
counsel  and  advice  are  often  sought  and  valued. 

<vw7  M.  RICH,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  the  Mechani- 
I  (jfc ji  cal  Superintendent  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
jlL-Ns,  Pump  Works.  He  is  a  natural  mechanic, 
and  has  attained  great  skill  in  his  chosen  depart¬ 
ment,  which  combines  both  art  and  labor.  Mr. 
Rich  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Ma¬ 
lone,  Franklin  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  5,  1852.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Thomas  W.  and  Matilda  (Berry)  Rich, 
natives  of  Vermont,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Thomas  Rich  emigrated  from  his  native 
State  to  Illinois  in  1865,  settling  in  Palatine,  Cook 
County,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years, 
then  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at  Jessup,  Buch¬ 
anan  County.  There,  also,  he  continued  his  pre¬ 
vious  employment  until  1880,  when  he  abandoned 
farming  and  purchased  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  Jes¬ 
sup  Village,  upon  which  he  removed  and  where  he 
still  makes  his  home.  The  parental  family  included 
ten  children,  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception,  are 
still  living,  and  are  named  as  follows :  Sarah,  Almi¬ 
ra,  George,  Lester,  De  Forest,  Fred,  Charles,  Estel- 
la,  and  Mary. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  younger 
years  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers’  boys,  en- 


p-a^ins  in  the  lighter  duties  of  the  farm  and  attend- 
ing  the  public  school.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-three  years  old,  and  received  a  moderate 
education.  He  then  taught  school  six  terms,  in  the 

his  labors  on  the  farm  when 


meantime 


continuing 


not  engaged  in  the  school-room.  He  was 
occupied  for  six  years,  and  then  was  employed  by 
an  agricultural  firm  in  Independence,  where  he  re 
mained  one  season.  During  this  time  he  had  im¬ 
proved  his  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  knowledge 
of  machinery,  and  was  proffered  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Pump  Works  of  James  La 
Tourette  at  Cedar  Rapids  for  seven  months.  He 
afterward  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  La 
Tourette  &  Munger  in  the  same  capacity.  With 
this  firm  was  afterward  incorporated  a  stock  com- 
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pany  called  the  Cedar  Rapids  Pump  Company. 
This  was  in  1884,  and  Mr.  Rich  became  one  of  the 
stock-holders,  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
company  since  that  time,  being  one  of  its  most 
reliable  men. 

Mr.  Rich  was  married,  Sept.  6, 1881,  to  Miss  Lu¬ 
cinda  Rust,  a  native  of  Greenville,  Ill.,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Button)  Rust.  The 


little  household  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  Y 
of  two  children — Guy  and  Clair.  Mr.  Rich  is  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  handsome  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  corner  of  F  avenue  and  Seventh 
street,  West  Side,  erected  in  1886.  The  house  is 
finely  finished  and  furnished,  and  constitutes  one 
of  the  model  homes  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


ICHAEL  KARCH,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  27,  in  Otter  Creek  Township,  was 
born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Jan.  8,  1850. 
He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Gier) 
Karch,  both  natives  of  Baden.  The  mother  died 
in  1852,  and  Michael,  Sr.,  came  to  America  in 
1864,  landing  at  New  York  on  the  3d  of  June.  He 
at  once  bought  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania. 

Michael  Karch,  our  subject,  at  this  time  went  to 
learn  the  baker’s  trade  in  New  York  City.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  the  bakery  a  portion  of  the  time  for  two 
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years,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  worked  on  the 
farm.  lie  then  removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  working  on  a 
farm  by  the -month.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  came 
to  this  county,  arriving  on  the  21st  of  April,  and 
began  working  by  the  month  for  II.  Wiile.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  prairie,  which  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  sold  at  an  advance  upon 
the  purchase  price. 

Mr.  Karch  was  married,  Dec.  25,  1873,  to  Miss 
M  ary  Eidamiller,  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  born  Aug.  10.  1850.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  as 
follows:  Emma  Ik,  Peter  H.,  Lydia  E.,  Winnie 
May,  Charlie  M.  and  Frederick  William;  the  one 
deceased  was  named  George. 

Mr.  Karch  is  the  owner  of  170  acres  of  fine  land, 
on  which  is  a  good  dwelling-house  with  excellent 
out-buildings.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  this  township,  and  a  man  of  great  pub¬ 
lic  spirit.  Beginning  as  he  did  as  a  farm  laborer, 
working  by  the  month,  he  has  demonstrated  the 
possibilities  afforded  our  American  youths,  and  is 
to-day  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well-earned  compe¬ 
tence.  His  example  is  one  which  should  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  all.  On  his  farm  he  is  breeding  high- 
grade  Short-horn  cattle,  in  which  he  has  been  very 
successful. 

Mr.  Karch  served  as  Township  Assessor  for  two 
years,  and  has  held  other  local  offices.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Evangelical 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  leading  member. 


OHN  RATH,  deceased,  who  was  a  substantial 
and  progressive  farmer  residing  on  section 
32,  Monroe  Township,  was  born  near  the 
cityr  of  Schweinfurt,  in  Bavaria,  June  20, 
He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  in 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Ambrose  and  Elizabeth  (Nu- 
ser)  Rath,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  June  20, 
1789,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1804.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Bavaria  in  1787,  and  died  in  Iowa  in  1847.  The 
father  enlisted  in  the  37th  Regiment  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  known  as  the  u  Graybeards,”  in 
1803,  and  served  over  a  year.  He  died  at  Lock- 


port,  Ill.,  on  the  day  succeeding  his  discharge  from 
the  army,  and  was  buried  at  his  home  in  Iowa. 
This  worthy  couple,  who  were  married  in  1815, 
were  laid  side  by  side  in  the  home  cemetery,  so 
that  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children :  one  who  died 
in  infancy;  John,  our  subject;  Francis  and  Bar¬ 
bara. 

John  Rath,  our  subject,  was  married  in  1847,  in 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Willielmina  Reinheimer,  who  was 
born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  April  12,  1831.  Her 
parents^  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to 
Iowa  in  1844.  The  father  was  born  in  1803,  on 
the  River  Rhine,  and  died  in  Iowa  in  1869.  The 
mother  was  also  born  on  the  River  Rhine  in  1804, 
and  is  still  living  in  Marion,  this  county.  Tliej^ 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  who  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ; 
Jacob,  who  died  in  France,  aged  five  months,  while 
the  family  were  en  route  to  America;  AVilhelmina, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Valentine,  who  married  Miss 
Paulina  Bachman,  and  is  now  living  in  Marion,  this 
county ;  Caroline,  who  married  Mr.  Fuhrmeister,  and 
is  now  a  widow ;  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living  and  two  are  dead  ; 
Jacob  married  Miss  Emma  Rusner,  and  is  living 
near  Marion,  this  county ;  Peter  married  Miss  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Murray,  and  died  in  Denver,  Col.,  leaving- 
four  children ;  his  widow  still  lives  in  Denver;  Mary, 
who  died  in  Iowa  at  the  age  of  five  years;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  who  died  about  1847,  aged  three  years. 
All  the  children  now  living  were  born  in  Seneca 
County,  Ohio.  Those  deceased  were  born  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rath  are  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Edward  F.,  now  a  stock  dealer  in 
Wyoming  Territory;  Amelia  E.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  Van  Kirk,  and  is  living  in  Boone 
County,  Iowa;  Valentine  V.  married  Miss  Mary 
Lawrence,  who  died,  leaving  one  son,  a  bright  little 
fellow  who  was  five  years  old  Feb.  1,  1886;  Louisa 
M.  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  H.  Byse,  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  township;  Laura  M.  is  still  single.  .Val¬ 
entine,  the  third  child  of  Mr.  Rath,  met  with  an 
accident  in  the  year  1876.  While  feeding  a  thresh¬ 
ing  machine,  he  accidentally  got  his  right  hand  in 
the  cylinder  and  had  it  terribly  lacerated,  so. that 
the  arm  had  to  be  amputated  below  the  elbow. 
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Mr.  Rath  served  in  the  Regular  Army  for  five 
years,  enlisting  in  the  3d  United  States  Infantry  in 
1839,  serving  until  1844,  and  passing  through  the 
Florida  campaign.  He  came  to  Iowa  April  5,  1845. 
He  was  the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  land,  well  cul¬ 
tivated,  and  during  his  residence  in  the  State  wit¬ 
nessed  its  growth  from  a  wilderness  to  almost  the 
front  rank  in  the  sisterhood  of  the  Union.  In  all 
enterprises  calculated  to  benefit  the  county  he  took 
an  active  part.  Our  subject  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  earnestly  labored  for  the  success  of 
his  party. 

Mr.  Rath  died  July  29,  1886,  and  was  interred 
in  the  Shiloh  Cemetery. 


ffiAMES  WEHREND,  one  of  the  well-1  tnown 
representative  farmers  of  Otter  Creek  Town¬ 
ship,  now  residing  on  section  26,  was  born 
in  Holstein,  Germany,  Jan.  14,  1831.  He 
received  a  common-school  education  in  the  old 
country,  served  as  a  soldier  some  three  years,  and 
served  in  the  Sleswick-Holstein  war  with  Den¬ 
mark,  which  began  in  1848  and  ended  in  1851 ;  he 
went  through  the  service  without  injury.  In  1857 
he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  York,  and  at 
once  proceeded  to  Cordova,  Ill.,  where  he  worked 
on  the  railroad  for  three  weeks,  and  then  came  to 
Clinton  County  on  a  visit  to  his  old  friends,  Mr. 
Hahn  Rutliff  and  Mr.  Motts.  After  stopping  some 
time  in  Clinton  County,  he  proceeded  to  Scott 
County,  twelve  miles  north  of  Davenport,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  for  six  years,  for  from  §9  to  $30 
per  month.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to 
Linn  County,  and  rented  land  for  four  years.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  and  has  added  to  it  until  he  now  has  160 
acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  with  a 
nice  dwelling-house,  barn,  etc. 

Mr.  Wehrend  was  married  in  January,  1866,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Deichtelmiller,  who  was  born  in  Wur- 

They  are  the  parents 
Emma,  John,  Lena, 
James,  George,  Rosie  and  Annie. 

Mr.  Wehrend  is  doing  a  general  farming  business, 
in  which  he  has  thus  far  been  very  successful.  His 


farm  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the  township,  and 
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lie  has  fairly  won  the  reputation  of  being  careful, 
thrifty,  prompt  and  honorable  in  all  his  dealings. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  well  beloved  by  all  who 
know  them.  They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  W.  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 


081 A II  W.  SANBORN.  The  subject  of  the 
following  sketch  is  a  native  of  the  old  Gran¬ 
ite  State,  and  possesses  in  his  character  those 
sturdy  qualities  which  are  the  natural  out¬ 
growth  of  the  rugged  New  England  hills.  His 
birthplace  was  in  Grafton  County,  N.  H.,  and  the 
date  thereof,  May  18,  1826.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
E.  C.  and  Almira  (Smith)  Sanborn,  both  natives  of 
New  Hampshire.  His  father  was  born  June  12, 
1794,  and  died  at  Sanborn,  N.  Y.,  in  1864;  the 
mother  was  born  in  1799,  and  departed  this  life 
Feb.  10,  1828.  The  parental  family  comprise  six 
children,  as  follows:  Myra  A.,  Ruth,  Henry,  Selina, 
Israel  and  Josiah.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Rev.  E.  C.  Sanborn  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Ran¬ 
dall,  by  whom  he  had  two  children— Lee  R.  and 
Francis  E. 

Josiah  W.  Sanborn  was  married  in  early  man¬ 
hood  to  Miss  Adelaide  Eaton,  by  Esquire  Bishop 
Johnson,  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich  Mrs.  Sanborn 
was  born  in  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  17, 
1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Dyer  and  Emeline 
(Clark)  Eaton,  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Her 
father  was  born  June  29,  1802,  and  is  still  living; 
the  mother  was  born  Sept.  18,  1812,  and  departed 
this  life  June  12,  1875,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  as  follows :  Rosana,  Ed¬ 
win  L.,  Adelaide,  Cordelia  A.,  Charles,  Mortimer, 
Oscar,  Clarke,  Hazard,  Fannie,  George  E.  and  Olin. 
Three  of  these  are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah 
W.  Sanborn  are  the  parents  of  five  children — Eme¬ 
line,  Emmett,  Francis,  Ernest  and  Jessie,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

During  the  progress  of  the  late  Civil  War  Mr. 
Sanborn  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Co.  A., 
31st  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  Aug.  12,  1862,  for  a  term 
of  three  years.  He  participated  in  all  the  engage¬ 
ments  of  his  regiment,  and  was  with  Gen.  Sher- 
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man’s  army  all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He 
was  in  about  twenty  general  engagements,  and  al¬ 
though  never  wounded,  partially  lost  his  hearing 
while  in  the  service. 

Mr.  Sanborn  came  to  the  Hawkey e  State  in  the 
fall  of  1856,  and  located  in  Grant  Township,  on 
section  86,  where  he  still  resides.  In  early  life  he 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  became 
verjr  skillful,  and  which  he  followed  for  about 
fifteen  years.  He  is  enterprising  and  energetic, 
and  has  succeeded  thoroughly  in  his  farming  oper¬ 
ations.  He  has  a  fine  homestead,  and  is  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  of  life.  He  is  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics,  and  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Sanborn  is  also  a  member 
in  good  standing.  Mr.  Sanborn  is  the  assistant  and 
encourager  of  every  good  work  and  purpose  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  townsmen. 

A  handsome  view  of  Mr.  Sanborn’s  residence  ap¬ 
pears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


FREDERICK  LEUENBERGER,  a  farmer  re¬ 
section  16,  Otter  Creek  Township, 
in  Switzerland,  June  15,  1829, 
and  was  reared  in  his  native  land  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  He  served  four  years  at  the 
brewing  trade  at  which  he  became  proficient;  he 
also  served  as  a  soldier  in  his  native  land.  In 
1853  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  New  York  in 
September  of  that  year.  He  proceeded  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  in  which  State  he  remained  one  month,  and 
then  went  to  Peru,  Ill.,  where  he  staid  eight 
months.  He  came  to  this  State  in  September, 
1867,  and  now  owns  223  acres  of  fine  land,  all  under 
cultivation.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
breeding,  giving  special  attention  to  Short-horn 
cattle.  His  horses  are  of  the  best  quality  of  Nor¬ 
mans  and  Percherons.  In  this  part  of  his  business 
he  has  been  very  successful. 

In  March,  1858,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Tschappaler,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland 
in  1829.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Tschappaler,  natives  of  Sweden.  Mrs.  Leuenberger 
died  April  8,  1865,  after  an  illness  of  two  days. 


She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  all  living: 
Amos,  born  Nov.  31.  1858;  Mary  E.,  June  22, 
1860;  Atmer,  July  15,  1862;  Frederick,  May  5, 
1863. 

Mr.  Leuenberger  was  reared  in  the  Evangelical 
Church,  but  is  not  at  this  time  connected  with  any 
religious  organization.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  a  substantial  farmer  and  a  represent¬ 
ative  citizen  of  Linn  County.  All  that  he  has  of 
this  world’s  goods-,  he  has  won  by  his  own  unaided 
exertions.  He  deservedly  possesses  the  good-will 
of  his  neighbors,  and  stands  high  in  their  estima¬ 
tion.  A  fine  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  L.’s  hand¬ 
some  residence  will  be  found  on  another  page. 


ffiUDGE  NORMAN  W.  ISBELL,  deceased, 
long  an  honored  resident  of  Marion,  was 
born  in  Charlton,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April 
7,  1818.  He  was  the  son  of  Alvin  and  Re¬ 
becca  Isbell,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Bata¬ 
via,  N.  Y.,  when  two  years  of  age.  He  was  edu- 
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cated  in  the  public  schools,  and  after  reading  law 
under  the  instruction  of  Thomas  Buchanan,  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  Ohio,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  attaining 
his  majority.  After  his  admission,  in  hopes  of  find¬ 
ing  a  better  field,  he  went  to  Ke}rtesville,  Mo.,  in¬ 


tending  to  establish  himself  in  practice  at  that  | 
place;  but  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  climate  at 
that  city  affected  him  so  seriously  that,  after  a 
year’s  trial,  he  concluded  to  go  farther  north.  He 
started  for  Galena,  Ill.,  but  hearing  flattering  ac¬ 
counts  of  Marion,  the  county  seat  of  Linn  County, 
he  concluded  to  go  there.  Reaching  that  city  in 
1845,  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Julius  H. 
Sanford,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession. 

Judge  Isbell  was  married  at  Marion,  April  22, 
1847,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pinch,  to  whom  he  had 
been  engaged  prior  to  leaving  the  East.  Mrs.  Is¬ 
bell  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Scott)  Pinch, 
natives  of  England,  and  was  born  in  Washington, 

D.  C.,  whence  she  removed  to  Ohio  in  childhood. 
She  lost  her  father  when  a  mere  child,  and  was 
brought  up  by  an  uncle,  Samuel  Medary,  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  a  journalist  and  politician  of  prominence 
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in  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isbell  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  only 
two  of  whom  are  living.  Nelson  G.  was  born 
March  25,  1848.  He  adopted  his  father’s  profes¬ 
sion,  practicing  in  this  county,  in  connection  with 
Judge  Hubbard,  and  became  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Lansing,  Mich.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Julia, 
daughter  of  Judge  Gregory,  of  that  city,  and  died 
May  14,  1881,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children, 
Bessie  and  Maud.  The  second  son,  George  A.,  was 
boi’n  Jan.  30,  1851,  and  is  a  resident  of  Lansing. 
He  married  Mary  McGluraphey,  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Callie  and  Suse.  Minnie  E.,  born  Maj'  24, 
1854,  died  in  1878,  only  a  few  days  prior  to  the 
time  set  for  her  wedding.  Galina  M.  was  born 
May  10,  1858,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  L.  Davis, 
of  Canisteo,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  child,  named 
Minnie.  Norman  W.,  the  youngest,  was  born  May 
23,  1862,  and  died  May  12,  1863. 

Judge  Isbell  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  charac¬ 
ter,  possessed  of  a  mind  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
requirements  of  his  profession,  a  close  student  and 
keen  observer.  He  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession, 
and  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Linn  County  in 
1847,  and  held  that  position  until  Feb.  26,  1854, 
when  he  resigned.  He  was  elected  to  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  the  State,  and  took  his  seat  in  June,  1855, 
serving  until  June,  1856,  when  he  was  obliged  to 
resign  on  account  of  failing  health.  In  November, 
1862,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  District  Court, 
and  was  incumbent  of  that  office  until  September, 
1864,  when  he  was  again  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  failing  health.  He  sought  the  Pacific 
coast  in  hopes  of  checking  the  force  of  the  disease, 
which  was  an  affliction  of  the  lungs,  but  was  doomed 
to  disappointment,  and  surrounded  by  his  family 
and  friends  he  quietly  passed  away  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1865,  at  Napa  City,  Cal.,  aged  forty-seven 
years.  Thus  passed  away  in  the  prime  of  life  a  re¬ 
markable  man,  distinguished  for  splendid  mental 
attainments,  purity  of  character  and  rare  social 
qualities.  While  the  writer  of  this  notice  was  seek¬ 
ing  information  from  which  to  prepare  this  sketch, 
he  was  peculiarly  impressed  with  the  strong  hold 
Judge  Isbell  had  on  the  hearts  and  memories  of  his 
old  neighbors.  It  was  the  same  old  stoi'y  over  and 
over,  one  spontaneous  outburst  of  enthusiastic 


eulog3r.  Few  men  may  hope,  after  having  been 
dead  twenty  years,  that  their  virtues  will  be  so  well 
remembered,  and  their  hold  upon  the  hearts  and 
memories  of  friends  prove  so  strong.  In  speaking 
of  the  Judge,  a  brother  lawyer  said:  “  He  was  a 
man  of  superior  legal  mind,  of  remarkable  energy 
and  clearness  of  expression.  Although  he  was  not 
what  may  be  called  an  eloquent  speaker,  he  was 
logical,  clear  and  forcible.  His  thorough  knowl¬ 


edge  of  law  and  his  evident  honesty  won  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all,  and  carried  conviction  to  the  minds  of 
his  hearers.”  He  was  indefatigable  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  anything  he  undertook,  and  his  energy  and 

'111 


I] 


1 


industry  were  remarkable.  If  he  had  possessed  a 
physical  constitution  in  proportion  to  his  mental 
calibre  and  nervous  energy,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  won  a  place  among  the  great  ones  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  As  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  that  ever 
lived  in  Linn  County,  and  one  of  the  noblest  that 
ever  adorned  the  legal  profession  or  wore  the  er¬ 
mine  in  this  State,  the  publishers  take  pleasure  in  y 
presenting  the  portrait  of  Judge  Isbell  in  this  vol¬ 
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AVID  McKINNON,  deceased,  was  a  highly 
respected  pioneer  of  Linn  County,  and  a 
prominent  stock-grower,  and  occupied  his 
comfortable  homestead  enjoying,  in  a  large 
measure,  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  those  who 
had  known  him  for  a  long  term  of  years.  He  was 
a  native  of  Scotland,  of  good  old  Scottish  ancestry, 
born  in  Sterlingshire,  Sept.  9,  1812,  and  was  reared, 
as  were  many  of  the  Scottish  farmers,  on  a  small 
tract  of  land,  the  agriculturist  of  that  country  pos¬ 
sessing  only  a  limited  idea  of  farming  as  it  is  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  New  World.  He  had,  however,  read 
the  glowing  accounts  of  what  might  be  accom¬ 
plished  b}'  men  of  energy  in  the  United  States,  and 
he  resolved  to  come  hither  with  the  hopes  of  better¬ 
ing  his  financial  condition.  His  first  location  was 
made  in  Linn  County,  and  after  a  few  years  he 
sent  for  the  balance  of  his  family,  who  left  their 
native  land  and  joined  him  here.  He  took  up  a 
tract  of  unbroken  land  in  Fairfax  Township,  being 
the  first  settler  in  that  locality,  and  his  nearest 
neighbor  three  miles  away.  In  this  solitude  he 
lived  by  himself  for  a  time,  enjoying  onljr  occa- 
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sionally  tlu:  company  of  some  roving  Indian  who 
strayed  that  way,  and  of  whom  lie  was  seldom 
afraid.  In  the  absence  of  the  redskins,  he  consoled 
himself  in  the  companionship  of  a  hen  and  chick¬ 
ens.  which  he  valued  very  highly,  as  their  cackle 
and  crow  reminded  him  of  the  happy  days  in  his 
Scottish  home. 

In  due  time,  when  he  felt  that  his  means  would 
justify  the  step,  Mr.  McKinnon  took  unto  himself 
a  life  partner  in  the  person  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Risk, 
who  had  come  to  America  in  company  with  her 
sister  when  they  were  both  young  ladies.  Their 
marriage  occurred  April  13,  1858.  She  was  also  a 
native  of  the  same  shire  as  her  husband,  and  was 
born  May  4,  1825.  They  located  in  Canada  West 
upon  their  arrival  here,  and  afterward  proceeded  to 
Linn  County.  It  is  possible  that  the  plans  of  her¬ 
self  and  her  future  husband  were  laid  before  his 
emigration  to  the  United  States.  Her  parents  had 
departed  this  life  in  Scotland  some  years  before  she 
m  ,  ieft  her  native  land.  The  union  of  Mr.  McKinnon 
jfp-tjl  and  wife  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  all 
living  and  at  home.  Their  names  are  Jeaimetta, 
George,  Mary,  Alex  and  David.  Mr.  McKinnon 
departed  this  life  Dec.  5,  1882.  Mrs.  McKinnon 
and  family  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  our  subject  being  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  society  in  this  place.  In  politics  he  was  a  solid 
Republican,  believing  that  the  principles  of  that 
party  are  the  principles  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  interests  of  his  adopted  countiy. 

Mr.  McKinnon  was  fully  worthy  to  receive  the 
title  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  From 
his  early  youth  he  was  imbued  with  high  moral 
principles,  and  has  transmitted  these  to  the  sons 
who  have  risen  up  to  do  him  honor.  He  will  long 
be  remembered  in  his  township  as  one  whose  place 
it  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  His  portrait,  which  will 
be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work,  will  be 
highly  appreciated  by  all  who  knew  him. 


R.  BET  ITS,  one  of  the  prominent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  grocers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  carrying- 
on  a  thriving  business  at  No.  369  hirst 
Street  West.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
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born  at  Camden,  July  13,  1860.  His  father, 
John  A.  Bettis,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
the  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  the 
farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  public  school.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  with 
his  father,  and  they  purchased  a  half  interest  in  a 
grocery-store,  already  established  and  operated 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hinkley  &  Co.  Subse¬ 
quently  our  subject  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  firm,  the  name  then  being  changed  to  Hinkley 
&  Bettis.  The  business  was  conducted  by  this  firm 
for  three  years,  and  then  William  F.  Moore  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hinkley,  the  firm  name 
being  changed  to  Bettis  &  Moore,  lhis  paitnei- 
sliip  continued  for  ten  months,  when  Mr.  Bettis  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  alone  since  that  time.  He  car¬ 
ries  a  large  stock  of  staple  and  fancy  giocdies,  and 
has  occupied  the  same  stand  since  fiist  engaging  in 
the  business  here,  which  now'  embraces  a  period  of 

about  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Bettis  is  still  unmarried.  He  is  Republican 
in  politics,  although  taking  no  active  part  except 
to  cast  his  vote  when  opportunity  is  afforded.  He 
is  not  a  member  of  any  society,  but  gives  his  at¬ 
tention  exclusively  to  his  business,  and  there  are 
fewr  points  concerning  his  particular  branch  of  trade 
with  which  he  is  not  familiar.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Bettis  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
this  city,  and  highly  esteemed  citizens,  canying 
out  in  their  daily  life  the  principles  which  have  de¬ 
scended  to  them  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
family. 

1IAF1N  S.  HOWARD,  a  farmer  of  Monroe 
Township,  residing  on  section  25,  wras  born 
in  Cole  County,  Mo.,  Feb.  13,  1836,  and  is 
the  younger  son  of  Edward  and  Miriam  ("VV  est) 
Howard,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and 
North  Carolina.  The  former  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  served  under  Gen.  Jackson  at 
New  Orleans.  His  death  occurred  in  the  fall  of 
1835.  The  mother  was  again  married,  in  1841  or 
1842,  to  ITosea  Millburn,  and  in  1843  they  came  to 
this  county,  purchasing  160  acres  of  uncultivated 
land  in  Monroe  Township,  and  at  once  set  to  work 
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to  make  a  living.  They  managed  to  accumulate  a 
small  property,  upon  which  they  remained  until  the 
death  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  July  10, 
1882.  She  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in 
Randolph  County  in  1799. 

Chafin,  the  younger  son,  attended  the  district 
schools  of  Monroe  Township,  but  desirous  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  better  education,  he  pursued  his  studies 
after  leaving  school,  and  without  a  teacher  mastered 
arithmetic,  algebra,  logic,  rhetoric,  geometry  and 
trigonometry,  and  finally  taught  school  in  the 
same  building  where  he  commenced  his  primary 
studies. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Howard  invented  a  check-rower  to 
a  corn-planter,  on  which  he  was  allowed  a  patent. 
He  is  a  man  of  high  mental  culture  and  strongly 
developed  physically.  He  is  the  owner  of  360  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land,  with  two  fine  dwelling- 
houses.  He  also  has  five  city  lots  in  Cedar  Rapids 
worth  $10,000,  and  his  farm  is  worth  $16,000,  be¬ 
sides  the  goods  and  chattels  on  the  farm,  which  are 
worth  $4,000.  He  also  owns  other  property  not 
enumerated.  Mr.  H.  has  never  married ;  he  is  now 
engaged  in  operating  the  same  farm,  in  connection 
with  another,  which  his  mother  and  step-father  pur¬ 
chased  after  coming  to  this  State. 

Mr.  H.  is  an  Infidel,  and  in  politics  is  a  Green- 
backer.  He  was  never  sued  for  a  debt,  never 
cheated  any  one  out  of  a  cent,  and  his  word  is  as 
readily  accepted  as  his  bond.  The  efforts  which  he 
made  toward  self-education  stamp  him  as  a  man  of 
unusual  energy  of  purpose. 
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AMES  HUNTER.  Soon  the  time  will  come 
when  none  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Linn 
County  will  live  to  tell  of  the  trials  incident 
to  its  early  settlement.  Their  names  should 
not  be  forgotten,  and  although  granite  monuments 
may  molder  and  crumble  and  fall,  biographical 
history  will  perpetuate  their  names.  It  is  therefore 
with  pleasure  that  we  write  and  print  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  their  past  lives,  that  their  descendants, 
reading  our  sketches,  may  know  the  work  their  an¬ 
cestors  performed  in  the  early  development  of  this 
county.  Among  the  old  settlers  }Tet  living  is 


James  Hunter,  residing  on  section  3,  Bertram 
Township,  where  he  is  passing  the  sunset  of  life  in 
peace  and  quiet  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  com¬ 
petence  obtained  through  years  of  honest  toil  and 
economy. 

James  Hunter  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle, 
Sept.  16,  1818,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  determining  to  make 
it  his  future  home.  His  life  lias  been  devoted 
chiefly  to  agriculture,  but  for  ten  years  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  milling.  He  came  to  this  county  in  March, 
1838,  from  Galena,  having  previously  gone  there 
from  Philadelphia  and  squatted  ”  on  Government 
land  in  Bertram  Township.  There  he  erected 
three  log  cabins  in  close  proximity  to  each  other, 
and  at  once  began  to  improve  his  land.  When  the 
land  came  into  market  he  purchased  the  160  acres 
on  which  he  was  living,  and  subsequently  added  to 
the  same  until  he  is  at  present  the  proprietor  of 
660  acres,  200  of  which  are  under  a  first-class  state 
of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  his  farming,  our 
subject  erected  a  steam-mill  in  Putnam  Township, 
and  after  running  the  same  for  about  ten  years,  dis-  . 
posed  of  it  to  Harper  A  Brown,  and  with  this  ex¬ 
ception  has  been  continuously  occupied  in  agricult- 
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ural  pursuits  since  coming  to  the  county.  He 
came  here  poor  in  pocket,  but  with  an  abundance 
of  energy  and  perseverance,  and  having  faith  in 
the  future  development  of  the  county.  “  stuck  it 
out  ”  and  has  succeeded. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  first  married  in  Bertram  Town¬ 
ship,  to  Miss  Mary  Rodgers,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  who  bore  him  six  children — William  G., 

Sarah  A.,  Mary  E..  James,  Minerva  .1.  and  Emma 
R,  Sarah  A.  and  Emma  R.  are  the  only  ones  who 
survive.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Bertram 
Township  in  November,  1855,  and  our  subject 
formed  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  Miss  Caro¬ 
line  Hollis,  a  native  of  Virginia,  being  the  other 
contracting  party.  She  was  only  a  wife  for  eight¬ 
een  short  months,  when  she  passed  to  a  home  be¬ 
yond  the  grave,  her  demise  being  caused  b3T  coi: 
sumption.  The  third  marriage  of  our  subject  to  ox 
place  at  Fairfax,  Linn  County,  and  the  lady  se¬ 
lected  as  his  future  companion  in  life  was  Ellen 
Flaherty,  a  native  of  Ireland.  Of  this  latter  union 
eleven  children  have  been  born — John  W.,  Ella  M., 
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Mary,  Charles,  James,  Johanna,  Jesse  Franklin, 
John,  Thomas  G.,  Mortimer  M.  and  Julia  E.  John 
and  Charles  are  deceased;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Marion  D.  Snyder,  a  resident  of  Bertram  Township 
and  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work;  Emma  mar¬ 
ried  Jesse  Blaine,  a  farmer  of  Bertram  Township; 
Ella  M.  is  the  wife  of  Addison  Berry,  likewise  liv¬ 
ing  in  Bertram  Township.  In  politics  Mr.  Hunter 
is  a  Democrat  and  always  has  been.  He  is  a  genial, 
affable  and  kind-hearted  gentleman,  a  good  neigh¬ 
bor  and  respected  citizen,  and  during  the  years  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  county,  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  every  interest  brought  to  his  notice  that 
had  a  tendency  toward  the  prosperity  of  the  coun¬ 
ty.  His  parents  were  William  and  Ann  (Sweeny) 
Hunter,  natives  of  the  “  land  of  the  shamrock.” 
The  father  died  on  his  native  isle  in  1832,  and  the 
mother  afterward  emigrated  to  this  county,  and 
settling  in  Bertram  Township,  lived  there  until  she 
passed  to  meet  her  loved  one  on  the  other  shore. 
Mr.  Hunter  keeps  about  eighty  head  of  cattle  and 
twelve  head  of  horses  on  his  place,  and  fattens 
about  sixty  head  of  hogs  for  the  market  annually. 
His  farm  is  a  fine  one,  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  vocation,  which  he  has  followed  all  his  life,  he 
has  met  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success. 
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EUBEN  RICHARDSON  is  an  honored  pio¬ 
neer  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  owns  and 
occupies  200  acres  of  choice  land  on  sec- 
lotions  21  and  15,  in  Grant  township.  He  is 
a  native  of  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  where,  in 
Castile,  he  was  born  Nov.  24,  1831,  his  parents  be¬ 
ing  Asa  and  Arinina  (Wixson)  Richardson,  natives 
of  Vermont  and  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  respect¬ 
ively.  Asa  Richardson  was  of  English  descent, 
born  July  24,  1794,  and  departed  this  life  May  2, 
1862.  in  Warren  County,  111.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to 
New  York,  thence  to  Illinois  in  1844,  remaining 
there  until  the  day  of  his  death.  Mrs.  Annina 
Richardson  was  born  March  22,  1805,  went  to  Illi¬ 
nois  with  her  husband,  and  died  in  Knox  County, 
July  6,  1851.  The  parental  household  consisted 


of  eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Daniel  B.,  William  H.,  Reuben,  Phoebe  A.,  Asa, 
Orsemus,  Alvin,  Mary  C. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  attained  to  years  of  man¬ 
hood,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  re¬ 
ceiving  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  married,  Nov.  23,  1851,  at  Galesburg,  Ill., 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Belding,  the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  by  Rev.  E.  Bascom.  Mrs.  Richardson  was 
a  native  of  Michigan,  born  at  Palmyra,  April  15, 
1834,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  J.  and 
Martha  (Stevens)  Belding,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
They  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1832,  and  twelve 
years  later  removed  to  Galesburg,  and  thence  to 
Iowa,  where  the  mother  died,  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship,  Muscatine  County,  in  1858.  The  father  then 
removed  to  this  county,  where  his  life  terminated 
in  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
one  son  and  six  daughters,  viz.,  Abigail,  ^  ashti  D., 


Martha,  Eunice  L.,  Adeline  and  William. 


The  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Richardson  occurred 
Sept.  12,  1880,  at  Walker,  Iowa.  She  had  become 
the  mother  of  three  children,  the  record  of  whom 
is  as  follows:  Lula  A.  was  born  in  Sweetland 
Township,  Muscatine  County,  this  State,  Dec.  30, 
1853,  and  was  married  to  W.  F.  Fitzgerald,  June 
20, 1876  ;  Ira  A.,  born  at  Wilton,  Muscatine  County, 
May  2,  1856,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  E.  Clement,  of  Marion  County,  Iowa,  in 
June,  1880;  George  I.,  born  Dec.  19,  1859,  at  Wil¬ 
ton,  resides  in  Benton  County.  Mrs.  Richardson 
was  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  was  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Galesburg. 

Mr.  Richardson  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  was  a  member  of  the  35th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  in  which  he  enlisted  Aug.  14,  1862.  He 
followed  his  regiment  and  participated  in  the  vari 
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ous  engagements  of  the  campaign.  He  was  at  the 


capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  at  the  siege  of  Vicksbuig, 
at  the  latter  place  witnessing  the  terrible  sight  of 
1 ,000  soldiers  falling  before  the  breastworks  of  the 
enemy.  He  participated  in  the  seoond  battle  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  shortly  thereafter  came  up  the 
river  to  Memphis,  thence  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
was  confined  in  the  hospital  on  account  of  severe 
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illness.  He  was  never  wounded  in  battle,  but  his 
health  was  greatly  impaired  by  the  exposure  and 
hardship  endured  during  an  arduous  campaign. 
He  is  unable  to  do  manual  labor,  and  is  now  draw¬ 
ing  a  small  pension  from  the  Government. 

Politically  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  conscientious 
Republican,  and  has  trained  his  children  to  the 
same  manner  of  thinking.  He  is  a  member  of 
Denison  Post,  No.  244,  at  Center  Point,  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  comrades.  As  a  worthy 
member  of  the  community,  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  he  is  honored  with  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  The 
homestead  of  Mr.  Richardson  and  his  family  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  landscape  of 
Linn  County.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling,  good  barns 
and  outhouses,  a  choice  assortment  of  farming 
implements,  and  everything  necessary  for  the  car¬ 
rying  on  of  agriculture  in  a  first-class  manner.  He 
is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  county,  and  has 
contributed  his  share  toward  its  progress  and  de¬ 
velopment. 
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VILLIAM  B.  KNICKERBOCKER  is  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  and  most  successful  farm¬ 
ers  and  stock-raisers  of  Fairfax  Township, 
residing  on  section  14.  The  homestead  now  com¬ 
prises  eighty  acres,  he  having  presented  to  his  son 
Edward  160  acres  which  formerly  was  a  part  of  the 
present  homestead.  Mr.  Knickerbocker  is  a  native 
of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Dec.  12, 
1822.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  reared  from  a  small  boy  in  Ontario 
County.  His  name  was  John,  and  he  came  from 
the  celebrated  old  Knickerbocker  stock,  well  known 
throughout  New  York  State  for  their  sterling  worth 
of  character  and  enterprising  industry.  A  part  of 
the  family  are  now  living  near  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
where  they  have  been  residents  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  John  Knickerbocker  was  married  in  Ontario 
County,  his  wife’s  birthplace,  to  Miss  Theodosia 
Bodman,  who  was  of  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
family.  These  worthy  people  lived  together  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  when  the  mother  was  called 
away  by  death.  The  father  survived  her  until 
Feb.  12,  1883,  when  he  died,  having  attained  the 
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ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  six  months. 
They  were  deeply  religious,  and  in  their  later  days 
became  adherents  of  the  Advent  doctrine. 

William  B.  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  his 
father’s  family,  consisting  of  three  children,  the 
o*her  two  being  girls,  who  died  at  the  ages  of  five 
and  twelve  years.  Our  subject  was  a  small  boy 
when  the  family  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  in 
Sandusky  County;  thence  they  removed  to  Nor¬ 
walk,  remaining  there  for  some  years.  The  death 
of  the  mother  took  place  near  that  city.  Subse¬ 
quently  they  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  located  in 
Linn  County,  upon  the  site  which  constitutes  the 
present  homestead,  and  where  the  father  died. 
Upon  first  coming  to  Linn  County,  Mr.  Knicker¬ 
bocker  located  in  Monroe  Township,  and  took  pos¬ 
session  of  a  tract  of  unimproved  land  of  130  acres. 
He  greatly  improved  its  condition,  and  afterward 
sold  it  and  removed  to  Fairfax  Township,  which 
since  that  time  has  been  his  permanent  residence. 
This  was  only  partly  improved  when  he  took  pos¬ 
session  of  it,  but  it  is  now  a  finely  cultivated  tract 
of  land,  producing  some  of  the  best  crops  that  were 
ever  offered  to  the  market. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Knickerbocker  and  Miss 
Sarah  Hanford  was  celebrated  in  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1849.  Mrs.  K.  was  of  New  England 
parentage  and  English  descent,  and  her  husband 
was  deprived  of  her  companionship  b}r  death  Aug. 
26,  1867.  She  was  a  native  of  Seneca  County, 
Ohio,  born  June  9,  1832.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  she  was  reared  and  educated  in 
her  native  State,  remaining  with  her  parents  until 
her  marriage. 

Jan.  22,  1868,  Mr.  Knickerbocker  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Austa  Gibson.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Iowa  when  a 
young  woman,  remaining  with  them  until  her  mar¬ 
riage.  Of  her,  also,  her  husband  was  bereft,  the 
date  of  her  death  being  Sept.  1,  1876.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  K.  became  the  father  of  three  chil¬ 
dren  ;  Laura  was  the  eldest,  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Ben¬ 
ton  Brown,  a  farmer  living  in  Benton  County;  Ed¬ 
ward  married  Miss  Hannah  Johnson,  and  now  owns 
and  occupies  the  homestead.  By  the  second  there 
were  four  children :  Etta,  Bertha,  Berton  and 
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Mark.  Bertha  is  now  the  adopted  daughter  of 
John  Hedges;  they  arc  living  in  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Knickerbocker  and  a  part  of  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  lie  en¬ 
joys  the  confidence  of  his  community,  and  has  held 
the  offices  of  Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


ATT IIEW  BLACK  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1852.  Ilis 
first  purchase  was  eighty  acres  of  land,  to 
It}  which  he  subsequently  added  until  he  is 

now  the  possessor  of  130  acres,  and  has  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  county,  located  on  section  11, 
Washington  Township.  lie  is  well  and  widely 
known  as  a  good  citizen,  carrying  on  his  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  in  an  intelligent  manner,  and  doing 
his  part  toward  building  up  his  community,  and 
adding  to  its  reputation  for  occupying  a  good  po¬ 
sition  in  that  proud  commonwealth,  the  Hawkeye 
State. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  Pa,,  Jan.  31,  1831.  Ilis  parents  were 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Canada)  Black.  Thomas  Black 
was  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  in  1775,  and  died 
in  Mercer  County,  in  1839.  Ilis  wife,  Mary,  was 
born  near  Gettysburg,  Pa,,  in  1786,  and  died  in 
Clarksville,  the  same  State,  in  1849.  Of  this  union 
were  born  five  sons  and  three  daughters :  Robert 
married  Miss  Eliza  Hannah,  of  lrumbull  County, 
Ohio;  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Alex  Mayberry, 
and  both  are  now  deceased ;  T.  K.  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Ebberhart,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania;  Mary  was  married  to  R.  A.  Clarke,  of 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  he  was  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church;  John  Black  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Michaels ;  James  married 
Miss  Hannah  Jones  of  Ohio;  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  G.  Carons  of  Pennsylvania;  Matthew,  the 
subject  of  our  notice  and  the  youngest  child  of  his 
parents,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Wolverton  became  hus¬ 
band  and  wife  on  the  25th  of  February,  1856. 
Mrs.  Black  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Anne  (Quick)  Wolverton, 
both  also  natives  of  the  same  State.  She  was  born 


April  1,  1832.  Peter  Wolverton,  her  father,  was 


born  in  1801,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years,  in  1881.  Ilis  wife,  Anne,  was  born 
Feb.  9,  1804,  and  survived  her  husband  three  | 
years,  dying  in  April,  1884.  Their  children  were  : 
Nathan  W.,  born  on  Sunday,  Feb.  28,  1824;  Mary  jjj 
J.,  Saturday,  April  1,  1826;  Lydia,  Thursday,  Oct.  * 
25,  1827;  Charles,  Wednesday,  Dec.  25,  1829;: 
Elizabeth,  Sunday,  April  1,  1832,  and  Peter,: 
Thursday,  April  4  7,  1834. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew  Black  have  become  the  ; 
parents  of  live  children,  all  living,  as  follows:  Ella  : 
A.  was  born  Jan.  24,  1857,  and  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  George  Glass,  and  they  are  now  living  ? 
in  Jackson  County,  this  State;  Charlie  W.,  born  8 
April  17,  1859,  took  for  his  life  partner  Miss  Viola  • 
Sclioff;  Eva  J.,  born  Jan.  1,  1862,  married  Frank 
Kenady;  Jessie  V.  was  born  Jan.  21,  1864,  and  Ab-  | 
bie  L.,  Jan.  21,  1872. 

7  Bfl 

Mr.  Black  is  a  Republican  of  decided  and  con-  ; 

| 

sistent  views.  He  knows  what  he  believes,  and  • 
quite  successfully  lives  up  to  his  belief.  He  is  an  6 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  a  valuable  : 
member  of  society.  Mrs.  Black  is  a  kind  neighbor, 
a  faithful  friend,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  living  com¬ 
fortably  on  their  fine  homestead,  and  enjoying  § 
the  fruits  of  their  early  toil  in  the  most  sensible 
way  one  can  conceive  of. 
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OHN  ROGERS,  a  retired  farmer  residing  on  8 
section  22,  Bowlder  Township,  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  respected  for  his  sterling  traits  of  charac- 


ter  as  well  as  for  his  fair  and  honest  dealing 


is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Manning)  Rogers,  ;■ 
who  were  born  in  England.  The  mother  died  in  her  | 
native  country,  and  the  father  afterward  emigrated  ; 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Dubuque  County, 
this  State,  where  he  died. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Somerset¬ 
shire,  England,  Sept.  1,  1811.  He  emigrated  to  the  . 
United  States  with  his  father,  in  1849,  settling  in 
Dubuque  County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  | 
farming.  lie  was  thus  occupied  in  that  county  for  .. 
upward  of  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  he 
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removed  to 

Pocahontas  County.  He  lived  in  the  latter 
county  for  six  years,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
i|j  suits,  and  then,  in  1871,  moved  to  Linn  County, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Bowlder  Township, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  the  owner  of  320 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  in  this  county, 
and  ICO  acres  in  Pocahontas  County,  and  by  his 
energy  and  perseverance  has  accumulated  a  hand¬ 
some  competency,  which  enables  him  in  the  sunset 

V  :  of  life,  to  retire  from  active  labor.  . 

Mr.  Rogers  was  married  in  his  native  land, 

j  March  2,  1841,  to  Harriett  Hayman,  born  in  Som¬ 
ersetshire,  England,  Sept.  24,  1813.  and  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  (Dogget)  Hayman,  also 
natives  of  England.  Mrs.  Rogers  has  become  the 

V  mother  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
{  ;  namely,  Hester,  Sarah.  Thomas  and '  Oliver.  The 
} deceased  were  Harriett,  Louisa,  Joseph  and  Edwin. 

Hester  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Baker,  a  farmer  of 
Bowlder  Township ;  Sarah  married  Alfred  Baker, 
tjy  and  they  are  living  in  Pocahontas  County; 
Thomas  has  been  twice  married,  and  also  resides  in 
the  latter  county ;  and  Oliver  is  living  in  Bowlder 
Township;  he  is  unmarried  and  has  a  furniture 
store  in  Prairieburg;  Harriett  andLouisa  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Joseph  departed  this  life  when  eleven  years 
of  age,  and  Edwin  died  July  28,  1886.  Mr.  R. 
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and  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational 


Church.  Mr.  Rogers  has  held  the  office  of  Town¬ 
ship  Trustee;  in  politics  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket. 


Z.  BONTLY.  This  gentleman  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  that  excellent  Bohemian 
element  which  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State 
at  an  early  day  and  materially  assisted  to  settle  up 
and  cultivate  the  agricultural  districts.  He  now 
occupies  a  well-improved  farm  of  160  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  13,  of  Fairfax  Township.  He  began  with 
moderate  means,  but,  by  untiring  industry  and  a 
wise  economy,  has  obtained  a  competency,  and  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  Mr.  Bontly  was 
born  in  the  Austrian  Province  of  Bohemia,  May  16, 
1850.  His  father,  John  Bontly,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  Province  as  his  son,  inclined  to  agricult¬ 


use 


t-3 


ural  pursuits,  and  after  attaining  to  years  of  man¬ 
hood,  became  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna 
Novetney.  a  native  of  the  same  Province  as  her 
husband.  After  the  birth  of  four  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest,  the  parents,  de¬ 
siring  to  better  their  condition  and  provide  for  the 
future  welfare  of  their  offspring,  decided  to  emi¬ 
grate  to  the  New  World.  This  was  in  1852.  After 
a  safe  voyage  and  landing  upon  American  shores, 
they  proceeded  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  located  there  and 
remained  about  one  }ear,  then  went  to  Somonauk, 
De  Kalb  County,  which  they  made  their  home  for 
four  years,  then  determined  to  push  further  west¬ 
ward.  They  gathered  their  household  goods  to¬ 
gether,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  went  over  into 
Jackson  Count}’,  Iowa,  settling  in  Maquoketa. 
There  they  rented  land  for  a  time,  but  afterward 
came  to  Linn  County,  and  a  few  years  later  went 
to  Johnson  County,  where  the  father  made  his  first 
purchase  of  land,  which  was  new  and  unimproved. 
After  bringing  it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and 
remaining  upon  it  thirteen  years,  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Iowa  City,  where  he  im¬ 
proved  another  tract  of  land,  remaining  upon  this 
twelve  years.  His  inclinations  then  led  him  back 
to  Linn  County,  where  he  purchased  a  good  farm  of 
160  acres,  upon  which  he  located  and  which  re¬ 
mained  his  home  until  his  death.  He  had  rounded 
up  a  good  old  age  of  seventy-three  years,  and  his 
decease  occurred  Oct.  3,  1884.  The  mother  is  still 
living  with  her  son  in  Fairfax  Township,  and  is 
sixty-five  years  old. 

When  a  lad  of  twelve  years  Mr.  Bontly  set  out 
to  battle  with  the  world  and  to  earn  his  own  living. 
He  worked  at  whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do, 
and  his  habits  of  industry,  to  which  he  had  been 
trained  b}’  careful  parents,  soon  won  for  him  help¬ 
ers  and  friends.  At  the  age  of  manhood,  feeling 
that  his  circumstances  justified  the  move,  he  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Maiy 
Cliihak.  Their  union  was  celebrated  Feb.  2,  1874. 
Mrs.  B.  is  a  native  of  Bohemia  and  was  born  Dec. 
22,  1852.  •  Her  parents  were  John  and  Kate 

(Wamacha)  Chihak.  They  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Bohemia,  were  there  married,  and  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  nine  children.  They  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  1864,  proceeded 
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to  Iowa,  and  located  in  Johnson  County,  where  they 
are  still  living  and  prosecuting  their  agricultural 
pursuits  with  success.  Mrs.  B.  remained  with  her 
parents  until  her  marriage.  By  her  union  with  our 
subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children 


horn  Dec.  1,  1«75,  and  Aaron  G.,  Dec. 
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OSEA  WILSON  GRAY.  The  old  pioneers 
who  came  to  Linn  County  away  back  in 
the  ’30’s  have  many  of  them  passed  over 
the  river  to  join  the  silent  majority  on 
the  other  shore.  Among  this  number  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  closely  identified  with  the  agricult¬ 
ural  development  of  the  county  and  who  was  re- 


— Tracy  L. 

21,  1881. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Bontly 
8H  cariied  on  his  farming  operations  on  rented  land. 
He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship,  on  section  24,  which  he  subsequently  sold,  in 
1881,  and  bought  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies 


in  August  of  the  same  year.  He  has  been  a  pro¬ 


gressive  farmer  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  He  has 
a  comfortable  dwelling,  and  his  barns  and  out¬ 
houses  are  of  the  best  description.  His  farm  im¬ 
plements  are  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  pat¬ 
tern,  and  he  possesses  every  appliance  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  B.  and.  his  wife  are  earnest  adherents  of  the 
Catholic  faith.  Mr.  B.  possesses  the  confidence  of 
his  community,  and  has  been  honored  with  the 
minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  in  the 
fall  of  1884.  He  has  also  been  carrying  on  the 
business  of  an  auctioneer,  at  which  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  for  eighteen  years,  and  has  met  with  such 


success  that  it  is  quite  apparent  that  he  is  peculiarly 
well  fitted  for  his  business.  In  politics  he  is  proud 
to  class  himself  as  one  of  the  solid  Democracy,  and 
votes  conscientiously  with  that  party  as  opportu- 


spected  and  loved  for  his  noble  and  manly  qualities, 
his  integrity  and  his  virtues,  is  the  subject  of  this 
personal  notice,  whose  soul  left  this  earthly  taber¬ 
nacle  in  Sutton,  Neb.,  on  the  28th  day  of  April, 


1885,  when  in  his  sixty -eighth  year.  Ilosea  Wil¬ 
son  Gray  came  to  this  county  in  1838,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  here  until  1869,  when  he  moved 
to  Nebraska.  He  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  Linn 
Count}',  and  was  born  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  in 
1816. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Silas  Gray,  of 
Tioga  County,  Pa.  Ilosea  received  an  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  in 
"early  manhood  acted  in  the  capacity  of  merchant’s 
clerk  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  and  was  thus  employed 
until  1837.  Possessing  an  ambitious  nature  and 
desiring  to  better  his  financial  condition,  he  emi¬ 
grated  Westward,  and  after  passing  a  year  in  Illi¬ 
nois,  in  1839  came  to  Marion,  this  county.  He 
was  appointed  the  first  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  when  he 
was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and 
held  that  office  for  two  years.  In  1850  he  volun¬ 
tarily  retired  from  public  office,  and  from  that  time 
on  until  his  demise  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1856  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  Iowa,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  attending  a  re-union  of  the  members 
of  that  convention  twenty-five  years  later,  after 
having  witnessed  its  work  stand  the  test  of  time  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  also  called  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  important  trust  of  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  Buildings,  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind  at 
Vinton  being  one  of  the  State  institutions  erected 
under  his  administration. 

In  1861,  when  the  cry  of  rebellion  arose,  and 
before  any  requisition  had  been  made  for  troops 
from  his  State,  he  enlisted  a  company  and  tendered 
its  services  to  the  Governor.  He  was  chosen 
Captain  of  the  company,  which  was  mustered  into 
service  as  Co.  A,  6th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  After  two 
years  of  active  service  Mr.  Gray  was  compelled  to 
resign  on  account  of  physical  disability,  and  at  the 
date  of  his  resignation  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
commanding.  He  was  subsequently  employed  in 
the  recruiting  service,  but  was  never  able  to  per¬ 
form  duty  in  the  field.  He  was  an  ultra-Abolition  • 
ist  in  politics,  and  an  ardent  Union  man  at  the  time 
the  secession  movement  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Gray  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ann 
Smith,  of  Indiana.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  in 
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1869,  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  and  in  1871  moved 
to  Sutton,  where  he  established  a  lumber-yard  and 
also  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  largely 
interested  in  real  estate,  both  in  Nebraska  and'* 
Iowa,  but  retired  from  active  labor  in  1882,  having 
acquired  a  goodly  competency. 

In  1884  Mr.  Gray  attended  the  Soldiers'  Re¬ 
union,  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Soon  after  the  re¬ 
union  he  became  afflicted  with  lung  trouble,  and 
v  :  died  at  his  home  at  Sutton,  Neb.,  as  above  stated. 

:  He  had  lived  a  useful,  patriotic  and  practical  life. 
V: and  died  full  of  honors  among  his  kindred  and 
friends,  and  respected’ and  esteemed  by^all  who 
knew  him. 
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||  section  22,  Bertram  Township,  by  the  name  of 
-  Perry  Oxley.  Coming  here  before  the  county  was 
}:=  divided  into  townships,  or  even  before  the  land  was 
|  •  offered  for  sale  by  the  Government,  and  “squatting” 
|  ijS  on  a  tract,  he  was  prominently  identified  with  its 
}  g  agricultural  development  until  his  death. 

{  :  The  parents  of  Perry  Oxley  were  Evere 


}j-  :  Celia  (Scott)  Oxley,  natives  of  Maryland  and 
{  ginia  respectively 


ett  and 
Yir- 

After  their  marriage  they  settled 
in  Kentucky,  and  there  continued  to  reside  until 
a  the  father’s  death.  The  mother  then  removed  to 
■  Indiana,  and  in  1844  came  to  this  county,  her 
death  taking  place  in  Brown  Township.  Six  ehil- 
|  dren  were  born  to  the  parents,  named,  John  S., 
lls  William  C.,  Everett,  Perry,  M.  S.  and  James  M. 
iBt  Perry  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.,  five  miles 
from  Lexington,  Jan.  21,  1815.  He  was  about 


^ERRY  OXLEY,  deceased.  One  by  one  the 
old  pioneers  of  Linn  County  are  passing 
away.  Soon  the  time  will  come  when  the}7 
will  live  only  in  the  memory  of  their  de¬ 
scendants.  The  work  of  their  hands  will  continue 
as  a  monument  to  their  deeds,  and  of  the  trials  and 
struggles  through  which  the}7  passed  in  developing 
Linn  County  from  a  wild,  uncultivated  tract  of 
land  to  the  rich  and  productive  agricultural  posi¬ 
tion  which  it  occupies  to-day  in  comparison  with 
}  her  sister  counties  of  the  State.  They  must  not  be 
{  forgotten,  and  it  is  through  just  such  works  as  this 
r  that  their  memories  will  be  perpetuated.  Among 
these  old  settlers  there  was  one,  who  resided  on 


mmxmmpiinnu 


mil  irmmnrTrrTYTTn 


I  n  iTirrrTTryiTTrr^rrT^yiij 


twelve  years  old  when  his  mother  moved  to  In¬ 
diana,  where  he  received  his  schooling,  and  worked 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old, 
living  the  while  in  Montgomery  County.  In  the 
fall  of  1837  our  subject  left  Indiana,  and,  after 
spending  the  winter  of  that  year  in  Illinois,  came 
to  this  State,  arriving  here  in  the  spring  of  1838. 
In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  settled  in  Bertram 
Township.  The  land  at  that  time  was  not  even 
surveyed,  and  he  “  squatted  ”  on  a  tract,  and  when 
the  Government  placed  the  land  in  market,  he 
purchased  240  acres,  the  same  being  located  on  sec¬ 
tions  22  and  7,  Bertram  Township.  Settling  on  the 
first-named  section,  he  erected  for  himself  the  cus¬ 
tomary  log  cabin,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
life  of  a  pioneer,  cultivating  and  improving  his 
land,  and  made  his  home  there  during  life.  Through 
his  energy  and  industry  the  place  passed  from  an 
uncultivated  tract  of  land  into  a  beautiful  and  pro¬ 
ductive  farm,  on  which  there  now  stands  a  fine 
brick  residence,  together  with  necessary  out-build¬ 
ings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Oxley  took  place  in  the  old 
town  of  Henderson,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.,  June  2,  1838, 
just  prior  to  his  coming  to  the  county.  He  married 
Miss  Catherine  Campbell,  daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Sarah  (Moor)  Campbell,  natives  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia  respectively.  Her  parents  were  mar¬ 
ried  and  settled  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  after¬ 
ward  removing  to  Illinois  and  locating  in  Knox 
County.  They  lived  there  for  about  one  year, 
and  in  1838  came  to  this  county,  and  settled  in 
Bertram  Township,  where  the  father  died.  His 
good  wife  died  at  Belle  Blaine,  Iowa,  while  on  a 
visit  to  her  daughter.  Of  their  union  the  following- 
children  were  born :  Catherine,  Samuel,  Aquilla, 
America,  George,  Squire  W.,  Batsey,  Rebecca,  Ma¬ 
tilda,  Jeanette,  Louisa  and  Sarah. 

Mrs.  Oxley  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  Dec.  19,  1821.  She  continued  tore- 
side  with  her  parents  in  Indiana,  renoved  with  them 
to  Illinois,  and  still  lived  at  home,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  assisting  her  mother  in  the 
household  duties  until  her  marriage.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  eight  children  have  been  born: 
George  W.  died  in  infancy;  Celia  is  the  wife  of 
D.  H.  McDonald,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Sarah  J. 
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married  J.  C.  Keedick,  and  they  are  living  at  Mt. 
Vernon;  Eliza  A.  became  the  wife  of  John  W. 
Scott,  a  citizen  of  Cass  County,  Iowa;  Martha 
married  B.  F.  Parker,  and  they  are  living  in  Cedar 
Rapids;  Mary  C.  and  George  W.  Grove  were 
united  in  marriage,  and  are  living  in  Franklin 
Township,  this  county;  William  C.  took  to  wife 
Arvilla  J.  Warren,  and  he  is  a  farmer  of  Bertram 
Township.  Thomas  C.  and  Miss  Hattie  Emmons 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  he  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Bertram  Township. 

Mr.  Oxley  departed  this  life  at  his  residence, 
Sept.  30,  1886,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
the  Campbell  Cemetery.  He  had  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  for  nine  years,  and  also  other  minor 
offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  township. 
He  was  Bailiff  of  the  first  Grand  Jury  of  Linn 
County,  and  was  the  first  Constable  elected  in  the 
county.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was 
one  of  the  foremost  citizens  and  agriculturalists  of 
the  township  and  county,  highly  respected  and 
honored  by  those  who  knew  him  for  his  sterling 
worth  and  integrity  as  a  neighbor,  a  gentleman 
and  a  citizen.  Mrs.  Oxley  is  the  only  one  living 
of  those  brave-hearted  women  who  came  to  this 
county  in  1838,  and  it  was  with  great  pride  that 
our  subject  always  attributed  to  her  a  goodly  share 
of  his  success  in  life. 

ATRICK  FLAHERTY.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  brief  biography  is  a 
successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  the 
owner  of  240  acres  of  fine  land  located  on 
sections  29  and  20.  His  comfortable  dwelling 
stands  on  the  first-named  section,  and  is  surround¬ 
ed  with  all  the  conveniences  of  modern  farm  life, 
embodying  all  the  comforts  necessary  and  many 
luxuries. 

Mr.  Flaherty  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
born  in  County  Cara  on  Christmas  Day,  1841.  His 
father,  John  Flaherty,  was  a  native  of  the  same  sec¬ 
tion,  was  there  reared,  and  there  married  Miss  Jo¬ 
hanna  Breene.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  and  by  this  union  seven 


e 


children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  their  na¬ 
tive  land.  Being  desirous  of  bettering  their  condi¬ 
tion,  the}'  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World, 
and  accordingly,  in  1851,  set  sail,  and  after  reach¬ 
ing  American  shores  proceeded  to  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  located  in  La  Salle  County*  The  country 
was  then  mostly  an  unbroken  prairie,  and  after 
laboring  upon  their  first  location  for  the  space  of 
four  years,  they  resolved  to  seek  the  Hawkeye 
State,  of  which  glowing  accounts  were  then  brought 
to  the  more  eastern  residents  of  the  Union.  Ac- 
cordingly,  in  1855,  they  crossed  the  Mississippi, 
came  over  into  Iowa,  and  located  the  homestead 
which  is  now  the  possession  of  their  son  Patrick. 
The  original  purchase  has  been  increased,  the  first 
tract  containing  only  eighty  acres. 

The  country  at  that  day  was  thinly  settled,  and 
frequently  the  only  sign  of  life  was  the  wild  Indian, 
as  he  crept  stealthily  along  the  borders  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  frequently  with  an  eye  of  envy  and  dislike 
turned  upon  the  encroachments  of  the  white  peo¬ 
ple.  John  Flaherty,  however,  was  a  man  of  courage, 
industry  and  perseverance,  and  he  set  about  the 
improvement  of  his  little  farm  with  determination. 
He  succeeded  in  bringing  it  to  a  good  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  and  died  upon  the  homestead  he  had  es¬ 
tablished  under  so  many  difficulties,  March  19,  1867, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  The  mother  still 
survives,  and  is  kindly  cared  for  by  her  son,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  She  is  an  intelligent  and 
sprightly  old  lady,  and  delights  in  recalling  the 
scenes  of  her  earl}'  youth,  and  the  struggles  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer  settler.  She  has  now 
arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  retains 
her  mental  and  physical  powers  to  a  surprising  de- 
oree.  She  is  a  Catholic  in  her  relioious  belief,  and 

O  ’ 

an  active  and  zealous  member  of  the  church  of  her 
choice.  She  reared  her  children  in  the  faith  of  her 
fathers,  and  they  religiously  follow  in  her  foot¬ 
steps. 

Patrick  Flaherty  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  the  death  of  his  father;  he  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  child  of  the  family,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
sire  carried  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  expects  that  it 
will  be  his  permanent  abiding-place.  He  has  added 
to  it  at  different  times,  and  now  has  a  large  area  of 
good  land,  finely  located  and  under  a  good  state  of 


m 

lO 


■WtViferSIS? 


mnm 


a Bggg 


COUNTY. 


LINN 


&5S 

Via  SO 

1 

2Si&S 

1 

i-:: 

V- 

\k 

i  : 

i?c 

us 

r: 

ua 

i  : 

il 

I  c 

II 


l,  a 

i  j- 

n-  ~ 
us 


cultivation.  On  Aug.  9,  1872,  he  ^yas  married  in 
Cedar  Rapids  to  Miss  Anna  Cunningham,  a  native 
of  New  Orleans,  La.,  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
La  Salle  County,  Ill.,  when  a  young  child,  and 
after  arriving  at  womanhood,  in  company  with  her 
mother  and  step-father,  came  to  Iowa,  her  father 
having  died  in  Illinois.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  six  children  have  been  born,  viz. :  John, 
Mary  A.,  Johanna  E.,  Maggie  V.,  Nellie  F.,  Anna 

L.  Mr.  Flaherty  is  an  important  member  of  his 
community,  and  conscientiously  upholds  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 


Ut 
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OSEPH  STORY,  deceased.  At  the  date  of 
his  demise  our  subject  was  the  proprietor  of 
350  acres  of  good  and  productive  land  with¬ 
in  the  boundaries  of  Linn  County,  and  re¬ 
sided  on  section  3,  Buffalo  Township.  He  was  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Hind)  Story,  natives 
of  England.  Joseph  Story  was  the  seventh  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children.  He  was  born 
in  England,  April  1,  1819,  and  was  about  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  crossed  the  briny  waters  and 
landed  upon  the  soil  of  the  United  States. 

On  arriving  in  this  country  Mr.  Story  located  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  his 
marriage,  and  then  removed  to  Marathon,  this 
State.  In  1851  he  moved  to  Jones  County,  with 
his  wife  and  five  children,  and  taking  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  at  Anamosa,  he  lived  there  for  three  years, 
engaged  in  working  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  wagon- 
maker.  Leaving  Anamosa,  he  went  to  Cass  City, 
and  after  residing  there  for  something  over  a  year 
he  moved  to  this  county,  and  settled  in  Buffalo 
Township  on  section  3.  There  he  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  was  thus  occupied  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  March  6, 
1875. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Story  took  place  in  Homer, 
Courtland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  3,  1844,  at  which  time 
Miss  Jane  Story,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
(Matthews)  Story,  natives  of  England,  became  his 
wife.  She  came  to  this  country  in  1842,  and  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  of  her  parents’  family 
of  four  children.  She  was  born  in  England,  July 
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5,  1818,  and  of  her  marriage  with  Joseph  Story 
twelve  children  were  born,  and  named  Jane  E.,  Jo¬ 
seph  H.,  Mary  A.,  William  O.,  Kasiah  L.,  Thomas 
J.,  Ida  A.,  Laura  A.,  Martha  H.,  Joseph  H.,  Alice 

M.  and  Mahala  K.  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Judson 
Peet,  a  resident  of  Buffalo  Township;  Joseph  died 
at  Anamosa,  July  23,  1851 ;  Mary  died  in  the  same 
place,  July  20,  1851  ;  William  O.  is  living  at  home; 
Kasiah  died  at  Anamosa,  July  17,  1853;  Thomas  J. 
died  in  Buffalo  Township,  Aug.  4,  1859;  Ida  is  the 
wife  of  R.  F.  Eddy,  and  they  are  living  in  Grafton, 
Cal.;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  William  Schoonover, and 
they  are  residents  of  Pierce  County,  Neb. ;  Martha 
and  George  Schoonover  wei-e  united  in  marriage, 
and  are  living  in  Buffalo  Township :  Joseph  also 
resides  in  that  township;  Alice  M.  died  in  Buffalo 
1  ownship,  May  29.  1861.  and  Mahala  is  living  at 
home. 

Mr.  Story  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  Buffalo 
Township,  and  was  one  of  the  respected  and  hon¬ 
ored  citizens  of  the  same.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  took  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  all  matters  that  were  calculated  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

HARLES  G.  GITCHELL,  of  Walker,  this 
(l(  county,  is  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  the  place,  dealing  extensively  in 
lumber  and  building  material,  doors,  blinds,  win¬ 
dow  sash,  etc.  1 1  is  business  office  is  located  near 
the  depot  on  Rowly  street,  and  he  is  operating  in  a 
highly  successful  manner.  Mr.  Gitchell  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  taking  place  in  Tioga 
County,  Aug.  8,  1  825.  His  parents  were  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Mathers)  Gitchell,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  Ireland,  respectively.  The  father  emigrated 
from  the  State  of  Pennsjdvania  to  Iowa  in  1855, 
locating  in  Washington  Township,  where  his  life 
terminated  in  October,  1875.  The  faithful  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1835,  in  Penns3rlvania. 
The  parental  family  included  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  viz. :  Delos,  Charles  G., 

N.  N.,  Mary  J.  and  Ruth  A.  Mr.  Gitchell  was 
the  second  time  married,  in  1838,  to  Miss  Asenath 
Bliss,  and  of  this  union  there  were  four  children 
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born — Charlotte,  John  R.,  George  B.,  and  Alfaretta, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Mrs.  Asenath 
Gitchell  is  still  living,  making  her  home  at  Center 
Point,  this  State. 

Charles  G.  Gitchell  came  to  Iowa  in  the  year 
1854,  locating  in  Linn  County,  and  engaged  in  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits  until  1873.  lie  then  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  and  has  been  thus  occupied 
since  that  time.  He  was  married  July  3,  1850,  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Voorhees. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  G.  was  of  Holland  descent,  and 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
He  and  his  wife  died  in  Iowa,  and  their  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Black  Hawk  County.  Mrs. 
Gitchell  was  born  Feb.  7,  1824,  in  Sparta,  Livings¬ 
ton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
lady  to  live  in  the  town  of  Walker.  Our  subject 
and  wife  have  no  children.  Although  not  con¬ 
nected  with  any  church  organization,  Mr.  Gitchell 
endeavors  to  abide  by  the  Golden  Rule,  and  do 
unto  others  as  he  would  have  them  do  unto  him. 
He  is  the  encourager  of  every  good  work  and  pur¬ 
pose,  both  by  his  influence  and  his  more  substantial 
means.  He  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  his  membership  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  with 
which  he  became  connected  while  in  his  native 
State. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Gitchell’s  handsome 


residence  is  shown  on  another  page. 

11  I' t 


ENRY  DWIRE.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  a  prosperous  farmer,  owning  and  occupy¬ 
ing  a  fine  homestead  in  Spring  Grove  Town¬ 
ship,  on  section  27.  He  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hawkeye  State  since  1 85(i.  On  first 
coming  here  he  located  in  Clinton  County,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  farm  assistant,  and  labored 
thus  for  a  number  of  years,  until  he  had  accumu- 
mulated  enough  means  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1871,  and  purchased  1G0 
acres  of  raw  prairie,  which  he*at  once  commenced 


improve  and  cultivate.  He  was  successful  in 
his  undertaking,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  400  acres, 
finely  improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 

dwelling,  two  commodious 


barns,  and  all  the  necessary  out-buildings  and  farm 
machinery  for  the  prosecution  of  his  calling.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cat¬ 
tle,  his  herd  being  mostly  composed  of  thorough¬ 
bred  and  high  grade,  and  comprises  some  of  the 
best  stock  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 

Mr.  Dwire  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Feb.  18,  1821.  His  parents  were 
Daniel  and  Susanna  (Griffith)  Dwire,  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State,  llis  father  was  born  in  1787, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  removed  to  Clin¬ 
ton  County,  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  September, 
1870.  The  mother  was  six  years  her  husband’s 
junior,  born  March  7,  1793.  She  went  to  Iowa 
with  her  husband,  and  also  died  in  Clinton  County, 
in  September,  1878.  Of  their  union  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  viz.,  Ebenezer,  Ilen'vy,  William, 
Ilezekiah,  Mary  A.,  Rachel,  Samuel,  Daniel,  Mark, 
David  and  Harrison. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  second 
child  of  his  parents’  family,  and  remained  with 
them  until  he  attained  to  years  of  manhood.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  E.  Robin¬ 
son,  Oct.  30,  185G.  Mrs.  Dwire  was  born  in  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  July  21,  1832,  and  her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Mary  J.  (Timberlake)  Robinson,  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively.  Her 
father  is  still  living  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  having  his  home  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  five  children — Ann 
Eliza,  James,  Mary  E.,  Christopher  and  John  S. 
The  faithful  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
Jan.  17,  1844,  in  Indiana. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwire  has  in¬ 
cluded  five  children,  the  record  being  as  follows : 
Harry  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Bickle,  and  they 
are  living  in  Dakota;  Thomas  C.  married  Miss 
Sarah  Jane  Andrews,  and  they  are  residents  of 
Spring  Grove  Township;  Ulysses  Grant,  Mary  I. 
and  Edwin  L.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Six  brothers  of  Mr.  Dwire  served  as  soldiers  in  the 
Union  army,  and  four  of  them  gave  their  lives  as 
a  sacrifice  to  their  country.  They  entered  the 
ranks  as  privates,  three  in  Iowa,  one  in  Illinois  and 
two  in  Indiana  regiments.  David  was  killed  at  It. 
Wagner,  after  the  battle  was  over;  Ilezekiah  was 
shot  and  instantly  killed  near  Best  Point,  Miss.; 
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Mark  died  from  sickness  in  the  hospital  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  Daniel  died  in  the  hospital  at  Ar¬ 
kansas  Post. 

Mr.  Dwire  is  a  life-long  Republican,  “  dyed  in 
the  wool.”  Mrs.  Dwire  is  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are 
an  excellent  family,  and  highly  respected  in  their 
community. 


UGH  J.  KEATING,  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  farmers  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  is  resid¬ 
ing  in  comfortable  style  on  section  5,  in 
Otter  Creek  Township.  He  comes  from 
good  old  Irish  ancestry,  and  his  parents  were  James 
and  Winnie  (Braman)  Keating,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  in  1838,  settling  in  West¬ 
chester  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  subject  of  our  no¬ 
tice  was  born,  May  1,  1842.  His  parents  started 
from  the  Empire  State  when  Hugh  was  six  years  of 
age,  and  turned  their  steps  westward,  settling  in 
Winnebago  County,  near  Rockford.  Here  they  re¬ 
mained  for  a  number  of  years,  and  here  the  life  of 
the  father  terminated.  The  mother  resides  there 
still,  and  has  remained  a  widow  since  her  husband’s 
death.  Of  their  union  six  children  were  born,  viz. : 
Hugh,  Mary  J.,  Michael,  Julia,  John  and  Margaret; 
Mary  J.  and  Margaret  are  both  deceased.  Julia 
was  united  in  wedlock  with  Daniel  Butler,  and  they 
are  residents  of  Chicago,  Ill.  Hugh  J.,  the  subject 
of  our  notice,  selected  for  his  life  partner,  Miss 
Emma  B.  McClerferty,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1865.  She  was  a  native  of  Novia  Scotia,  born  Jan. 
1,  1844.  They  have  been  blest  with  seven  chil¬ 
dren — Mary  J.,  Winnie,  Emma  B.,  Rosa  A.,  John 

H. ,  James  and  Caroline. 

Mr.  Keating  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm  con¬ 
sisting  of  147  acres.  Upon  it  he  has  erected  a 
handsome  dwelling,  and  shapely  and  convenient 
barns  and  out-buildings.  He  is  largely  interested  in 
the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle,  and  is  ranked  as 
one  of  the  finest  stock-breeders  of  this  county.  The 
chief  of  the  herd  is  two  years  old,  and  weighs 

I, 200  pounds;  Mr.  Keating  imported  him  from 
Winnebago  Count}',  111.,  at  great  expense,  and  he 
is  a  majestic  animal  of  fine  proportions. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr. 


Keating  cheerfully  renounced  the  ties  of  home  and 
kindred,  and  proffered  his  services  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  in  the  74th 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Rockford,  Ill.,  for 
a  term  of  three  years.  He  participated  in  the  sev¬ 
eral  engagements  of  his  regiment,  and  at  the  battle 
of  Stone  River  was  taken  prisoner,  being  exchanged 
fortunately  at  the  end  of  three  days,  and  then 
rejoined  his  regiment,  and  shared  with  them  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  life  of 
a  soldier  on  active  duty,  and  in  the  hospital.  He 
received  an  honorable  discharge  June  10,  1865, 
and  reached  his  home  on  the  25th  of  the  following 
month,  after  an  absence  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Keating  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post 
No.  244,  at  Center  Point.  He  was  reared  under 
the  influence  of  the  Catholic  Church,  but  is  not  di¬ 
rectly  connected  with  any  church  organization.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1871,  on  the  12th  of  March,  and 
has  remained  here  since  that  time,  becoming  identi¬ 
fied  with  all  the  interests  of  his  adopted  State,  and 
has  performed  his  part  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  whose  principles  he  upholds  and  sup¬ 
ports,  casting  his  vote  for  its  best  men  and  meas¬ 
ures  as  opportunity  affords. 


V WILLIAM  SCHULTZ,  a 
gressive  farmer,  loca 
Monroe  Township,  was 
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^ILLIAM  SCHULTZ,  a  substantial  and  pro- 
located  on  section  32, 
was  born  in  Mecklen¬ 
burg,  Germany,  Nov.  2,  1820,  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  1853,  landing  at  New  York,  and  went  to 
Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  worked 
in  an  iron  furnace  for  four  years,  and  after  that 
worked  for  some  eight  years  for  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Company.  In  1869  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  is  now  farming  as  above  stated. 

In  1853  our  subject  was  married,  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  to  Miss  Mary  Kelper,  who  was  born  in 
March,  1825.  She  attended  school  for  fourteen 
years.  4Ier  parents  came  to  this  county  in  1853. 
Her  father,  who  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  is  now  de¬ 
ceased  ;  the  mother  died  in  this  State  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
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children — John,  Christopher,  Dora,  Mary  and  Liz¬ 
zie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schultz  became  the  parents  of 
three  children :  W  illiam,  deceased ;  Charles  G.,  who 
married  Miss  Sarah  Quaas,  Sept.  13,  1883, and  they 
have  one  child,  Maude  L.,  born  Aug.  14,  1884; 
Mary,  who  married  George  Miller,  and  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Schultz  is  the  owner  of  fifty-five  acres  of 
land,  on  which  is  a  fine  dwelling-house  and  excel¬ 
lent  out-buildings.  The  house  was  built  in  1884. 
Not  content  with  following  the  beaten  paths,  Mr. 
Schultz  has  brought  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm 
a  higher  order  of  intelligence  than  is  common 
among  farmers,  and  in  the  application  of  scientific 
principles  to  its  cultivation  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successf u  1. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schultz  were  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
faith,  and  in  their  daily  walks  in  life  exemplify  the 
precepts  of  the  great  Teacher.  The}"  have  the  es¬ 
teem  and  good-will  of  all  who  know  them.  They 
are  first  and  foremost  in  all  good  works,  and  their 
influence  is  widely  felt.  Mr.  Schultz  is  a  Democrat 
in  polities,  heartily  believing  in  the  principles  of 
that  organization. 

wV',. 

DDISON  L.  DANIELS,  Cashier  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  banking-house  of  A.  Daniels  &  Co., 
as  well  as  a  member  of  the  company,  was 
born  in  Marion,  this  county,  March  12, 
He  is  a  son  of  Preston  and  Mary  A. 
(Keyes)  Daniels.  Addison  was  educated  at  Prince- 
ton  College,  N.  .J.,  and  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1872.  On  his  return  from  college,  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  .Judge  Gift'en;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1 87 G ;  afterward  became  associated  with  his 
father  and  uncle  in  their  extensive  mercantile  and 
real-estate  business,  his  principal  duties  compris¬ 


ing  the  care  of  the  outside  business, 


including  ex¬ 


tensive  real-estate  transactions,  and  the  branch 
house  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  business  continuously  since  that  time. 
Outlie  loth  of  May,  1883,  he,  in  company  with 
his  father  and  uncle,  also  named  Addison,  organ¬ 
ized  the  Daniels  Bank,  under  the  firm  name  of  A. 


Daniels  &  Co.-  Our  subject  was  chosen  Cashier  on 
the  organization  of  the  bank,  and  has  since  held 
that  position. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  at  Independence,  Iowa, 
June  21,  1876,  to  Miss  Clara  Hodges,  daughter  of 
James  F.  Hodges.  Mrs.  Daniels  was  born  in  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Three  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
all  boys,  as  follows:  Lowell,  born  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
Feb.  28,  187!);  Preston,  born  at  Marion,  Jan.  17, 
1881  ;  Arthur,  born  at  Marion,  Dec.  25,  1884. 

Mr.  Daniels  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  P3rth- 
ias.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  thor¬ 
ough  business  man,  and  represents  through  himself 
and  family  one  of  the  most  important  real-estate 
and  moneyed  interests  in  Eastern  Iowa. 

•+■>+■  zjz^zjz 

\l7AMES  E.  BEAN.  Prominent  among  the 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  those 
whose  rare  talents  have  made  that  city  what 
it  now  is,  we  find  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write.  James  E.  Bean,  Secretary  and  Manager  of 
the  Linseed  Oil  &  Paint  Company,  is  a  native  of 
Minnesota,  having  been  born  in  Minneapolis,  that 
State,  Feb.  28,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Roanna  (Fox)  Bean,  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Bean  went  to  Minneapolis  in 
1842,  and  was  connected  with  the  Indian  Agency, 
and  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  real-estate 
business.  He  built  the  Pacific  Block,  and  owned  sev¬ 
eral  houses  in  that  city.  Remaining  there  until 
1879,  he  moved  to  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
resided  but  a  short  time.  Going  from  that  place  to 
California  he  purchased  several  fruit  farms,  which 
he  still  owns  and  leases  out.  He  is  the  father  of 
three  children — James  E.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch; 
George  A.  and  Harry  J.,  both  residents  of  San 
Jose,  Cai. 

Mr.  Bean,  our  subject,  resided  at  home  until 
fourteen  }rears  of  age.  After  attending  school  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  receiving  a  thorough,  practi¬ 
cal  education,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  West 
Branch,  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  and  there  accepted 
a  position  in  a  drug-store,  remaining  eight  months. 
We  next  find  him  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Linn  County, 
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as  a  clerk  in  the  wholesale  drug-store  of  G.  C. 
Hainan.  In  1883  he  became  a  stock-holder  in  the 
Linseed  Oil  &  Paint  Company,  and  one  year  later, 
,L  Secretary  and  Manager  of  the  same,  with  G.  C. 
Hainan  as  President  and  Treasurer.  Ten  men  are 
employed  in  the  oil  works,  which  are  situated  on 
.  \  avenue.  Their  goods  are  shipped  to  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  Dakota,  Missouri,  Southern  Minnesota  and 
Iowa.  In  1886  Mr.  B.  started  a  branch  house,  in 
the  drug  line,  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  which  he 
conducts  in  connection  with  the  paint  business. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  thor¬ 
oughly  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party.  So¬ 
cially  he  belongs  to  Mt.  Herman  Lodge,  No.  263, 
and  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  K.  T.,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  other  organizations.  Mr.  Bean  is  an 
excellent  type  of  the  wide-awake  business  man ;  is 
i|  possessed  of  good  judgment, keen  foresight  and  en¬ 
terprise,  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  matters 
that  have  for  their  object  the  advancement  of  the 
people  and  city  of  which  he  is  so  fair  a  representa¬ 
tive. 
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HILIP  KEWLEY.  The  only  exclusive 
clothing  and  gents’  furnishing  house  in 
Center  Point  is  carried  on  by  the  subject 
of  our  sketch.  Mr.  Kewley  is  a  native  of 
the~ Green  Mountain  State,  and  is  of  English  de- 
He  was  born  Nov.  7,  1833,  his  parents  be¬ 
ing  John  and  Isabella  (Cully)  Kewley.  They 
were  also  natives  of  Vermont.  They  followed  the 
peaceful  occupation  of  farming,  and,  after  a  goodly 
life,  passed  away  in  their  native  State.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely :  Jane,  John, 
Thomas,  William,  William  (2d),  Jeremiah,  Horatio, 
and  Philip  of  this  notice. 

Mr.  Kewley  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Coon,  June  22,  1872;  she  was  born  in  1845. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  living,  and 
one  deceased — Harley  A.,  Earl  O.,  Mary  M.  and 
Mark  R.. ;  the  latter  died  in  early  childhood. 

Our  subject  came  to  Iowa  from  Indiana  in  1858, 
and  located  at  Center  Point  the  following  year, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  clothing  business,  and 


has  continued  it  successfully  until  the  present  time. 
He  has  had  some  experience  in  the  grocery  trade 
but  seems  to  have  latterly  chosen  his  proper  sphere. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  be¬ 
came  a  Mason  in  1859.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  is  an  intelligent  business  man  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  fills  his  place  in  the  community  with 
great  ci*edit. 


^^EORGE  F.  GROLL,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Marion  Township,  resides  on  section  14, 
where  he  is  busily  occupied  in  the  duties 
appertaining  to  a  farm  life.  His  father  was  David 
J.  and  his  mother  Catherine  Groll,  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  in  which  country  they  both  died.  They  had 
seven  children,  George  F.  being  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  Nov.  14, 
1825.  He  came  to  the  United  States  when  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  and  here  followed  the  trade  which 
he  had  learned  in  the  old  country,  that  of  a  glazier 
and  painter,  for  eight  years.  He  was  also  occupied 
in  various  vocations  until  he  settled  on  his  present 
location,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming.  He  came  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  and  has  been  a  continuous  resident  within  its 
boundaries  until  the  present  time.  His  first  pur¬ 
chase  of  land  in  the  county  consisted  of  seventy  - 
six  acres,  and  he  has  added  thereto  until  he  now 
owns  2024  acres,  all  in  Marion  Township,  120  of 
which  is  tillable.  That  he  has  been  successful  is 
attributable  to  his  own  energy,  economy  and  good 
judgment,  combined  with  the  active  co-operation 
of  his  good  wife  and  children. 

Mr.  Groll  was  married,  March  6,  1855,  to  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ann  Davis.  Her 
parents  died  in  Marion  Township  at  quite  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  Mrs.  Groll  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  and  was  born 
in  Germany,  April  16,  1825.  Of  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  six  children  have  been  born — James  H., 
Charles  F..  Jackson,  George  F.,  John  D.  and  Ra¬ 
chel;  the  two  last  named  are  deceased.  James  is  a 
“ranger”  in  Wyoming  Territory;  Charles  is  a 
farmer  of  Marion  Township,  and  Jackson  and 
George  F.  live  on  the  farm  with  their  parents. 
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Mr.  (»roll  has  held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of 
his  township,  and  is  a  pushing,  active  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizen.  In  polities  he  is  independent.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelligent  Ger¬ 
man  farmers  to  he  found  within  the  boundaries  of 
Linn  County.  I  le  is  a  great  reader,  keeps  con¬ 
stantly  posted  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  and  is  the 
subscriber  to  several  magazines  and  papers;  his 
education  and  fund  of  information  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  since  the  days  he  attended  school  in  the 
old  country,  and  a  large  amount  of  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  is  possessed  by  him  through  his  interchange  of 
thought  and  his  constant  reading. 


LBLR1  C.  1>(  RNETT,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative'farmers  and  stock-dealers  of  Linn 
County,  now  residing  on  section  25,  Otter 
Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  May  13,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
Wm  :,1)d  Ann  (Clarke)  Burnett,  both  natives  of  England, 
though  the  father  was  of  Scotch  descent.  lie  was 
ilMli  born  in  •J11I3,  1815,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
i  1879.  The  mother  was  born  in  duly,  1817,  and 
-  j  died  in  1881.  \\  illiam  Burnett  enlisted  in  the 

31st  Iowa  Infantry,  known  as  the  Graybeard  Regi¬ 
ment,  and  served  for  three  years  as  a  private.  He 
was  never  wounded  while  in  the  service.  His  son, 
John  R.,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  enlisted  in  the 
9th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  for  two  years  and  a 
half.  He  was  never  wounded,  although  he  partici¬ 
pated  in  all  the  battles  of  his  regiment,  but  died  of 
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disease  111  the  hospital  at  Paducah,  Ky.  He  was 
single  and  twenty-five  years  old  at  the  date  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  high  moral  worth,  and  in 
£  politics  was  a  strong  Republican.  The  old  gentle¬ 
man  said,  when  he  entered  the  army,  that  he  now 
had  a  chance  to  fight  for  the  principles  he  had  a 
long  time  advocated.  William  and  Ann  Burnett 
"  eie  the  parents  of  twenty  children,  among  whom 
was  one  pair  of  twins'.  Only  six  of  the  children 
are  now  living,  and  five  are  married. 

Albert  Burnett  married  Miss  Anne  E.  Burns,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Sept.  14,  1848.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  R.  E.  and  Catharine  (Riffle) 
Burns,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father,  born 


in  1824,  is  still  living.  Her  mother  was  born  in 
1828,  and  died  in  1855.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnett 
have  four  children  living,  and  have  lost  one  by 
death.  The  names  of  the  children  are  as  follows: 
Mary  Alma,  born  Feb.  11,  18(19,  died  F«b.  1(1, 

1 87 1  ;  Albert  B.,  born  March  3,  1872;  Catharine 
E.,  born  June  19,  1874;  Florence  E.,  born  July  11, 
1877;  Ida  Iowa,  born  Sept.  1,  1881. 

Mr.  Burnett  is  the  owner  of  245  acres  of  fine 
land.  He  is  a  breeder  of  high  grades  of  Short-horn 
cattle;  he  buys  largely  of  stock  and  ships  to  the 
Chicago  markets,  and  also  sells  to  other  shippers. 
In  his  live-stock  business  he  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful. 

Mr.  Burnett  was  appointed  Supervisor  in  1881, 
and  also  served  some  years  on  the  School  Board. 
His  family  are  all  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Burnett  is  and  always  has 
been,  a  Republican.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost 
farmers  of  this  township,  and  in  all  respects  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  community.  His 
good  judgment  and  unswerving  integrity  make 
him  a  leader  among  men.  Mr.  Burnett  has  living 
with  him  a  brother’s  son,  John  R.  Burnett,  who  is 
counted  as  one  of  the  family,  and  was  born  June 
14,  1870. 

y ’ILLIAM  HUNTER,  a  wealthy  and  influ¬ 
ential  farmer  of  Grant  Township,  occupies 
^  „  aline  estate  of  240  acres  on  section  16, 
and  is  carrying  on  agriculture  successfully  and  af¬ 
ter  the  most  modern  and  approved  methods.  He 
comes  of  excellent  ancestry  and  parentage,  and  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  8,  1825.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Sarah  (Davis)  Hunter,  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  English  and  Welsh  ex¬ 
traction  respectively.  After  lives  of  usefulness  and 
goodness,  in  which  they  carefully  trained  a  family 
of  ten  children,  they  folded  their  hands  to  rest. 
The  father  passed  all  his  life  upon  the  farm  where 
he  was  born,  in  1794,  and  he  departed  this  life  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hunter  departed  this  life  in  June,  1844,  leaving  be-  i 
hind  her  a  record  of  womanly  virtues  and  kind  : 
deeds.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Hannah 
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and  Emily,  deceased;  Margaret;  Sarah  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Hood;  Edward  married  Miss  Whiteside,  and 
is  in  Utah  Territory ;  Mordecai  is  deceased ;  the 
next  is  William,  our  subject;  Charles  F.  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Newsom,  and  is  in  Nebraska; 
Jennis  D.  is  deceased ;  Rebecca  A.,  the  widow  of 
William  A.  Nesbit,  is  living  in  Davenport. 

The  marriage  of  William  Hunter  and  Miss  Mary 
Collier  was  celebrated  Jan.  19,  1865.  Mrs.  Hun¬ 
ter  was  born  at  New  Brighton,  Pa.,  Dec.  14,  1841, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Beulah  A. 
(Fogg)  Collier.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Not¬ 
tingham,  England,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  June 
19,  1807.  He  was  a  wire-drawer  by  occupation 
and  a  skilled  workman.  He  held  the  contract  for 
the  cable  work  on  the  suspension  bridge  across  the 
Licking  River,  in  Ohio,  in  1850,  and  built  a  suspen¬ 
sion  bridge  at  Hamilton,  Ohio;  he  was  also  em¬ 
ployed  to  superintend  the  construction  of  various 
other  important  bridges.  He  was  also  the  inventor 
of  a  valuable  rotary  rivet  machinery,  the  patent  of 
which  was  obtained  by  another  party,  for  which 
Mr.  Collier  onty  received  8500.  He  came  West  in 
1856,  and  located  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he 
remained  for  eight  years.  Thence  he  went  to  West 

Liberty,  where  his  life  terminated  Dec.  4,  1882. 
% 

Mrs.  Beulah  Collier  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
born  Jan.  31,  1811,  and  is  still  living.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Fogg,  who  de¬ 
scended  from  Puritan  ancestry.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy. 
The  remainder  are:  Mary  C.,  wife  of  our  subject, 
and  William,  who  married  Miss  Julia  Wright,  and 
is  now  living  in  West  Liberty,  Iowa. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter 
has  included  five  children:  Jennis,  a  daughter, 
born  in  December,  1865,  died  Aug.  27,  1867,  at 
the  age  of  one  year,  eight  months  and  twenty- 
three  days;  Ralph  D.,born  July  29,  1868;  William 
H.,  Jr.,  Oct.  7,  1869;  Ida  M.,  Sept.  7,  1,872;  Elma, 
a  daughter,  born  Sept.  21,  1882,  died  Aug.  16, 
1884. 

In  1849,  during  the  gold  excitement  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Mr.  Hunter,  in  common  with  hundreds  of 
others,  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  engaged 

in  mining,  with  fair  success.  After  his  experience 
...  A 
in  California  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 


thence  proceeded  to  Iowa,  arriving  in  1856.  He 
made  his  first  location  at  Davenport,  and  remained 
there  until  1882,  when  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  240  acres,  and  has  engaged  successfully  in 
its  cultivation.  Besides  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
farm  he  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  reared  in  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  has  a  deep  and  abiding  regard  for  the  faith  in 
which  he  was  trained  in  early  youth.  Mrs.  Hunter 
is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Hunter  was  fatally  wounded  by 
a  man  named  John  Grage,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  on  account  of  property  matters. 


's* — » 


ACHARIAII  HEIN,  now  residing  on  section 
28,  is  not  only  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mon¬ 
roe  Township,  but  is  the  oldest  settler,  hav¬ 
ing  come  here  in  March,  1840.  He  was  born  in 
Saxony,  Oct.  1.  1837,  and  in  1839  came  with  his 
parents  to  America.  They  stopped  in  St.  Louis  for 
awhile,  and  in  the  spring  came  to  this  township,  and 
some  years  afterward  his  father  entered  forty-two 
acres.  The  parents  were  Michael  and  Christina 
Hein,  both  born  in  Germany.  The  former  was  born 
Jan.  12.  1798,  and  died  April  19,  1882;  the  mother 
died  when  our  subject  was  but  seven  years  of  age. 
There  were  nine  children  in  the  parental  family,  all 
of  whom  are  dead  but  our  subject. 

March  18,  1883,  Mr.  Hein  married  Mrs.  Melissa 
(Black)  Tisher.  Her  parents,  John  and  Martha 
(Wilson)  Black,  natives  of  Ohio,  live  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  and  are  old  settlers.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife,  namely : 
Franklin  T.,  Feb.  4,  1884,  and  Jessie  L.,  Jan.  15, 
1886.  By  her  former  marriage  with  Charles  Tisher, 
Mrs.  Hein  had  two  children— Charles  E.  and  Ja¬ 
cob  C.  Mr.  Hein  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
fine  land  in  this  township,  all  of  which  is  well  im¬ 
proved,  with  good  buildings. 

Mr.  Hein  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernment,  being  mustered  into  Co.  A,  6th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  on  the  17th  of  July,  1861,  at  Burlington,  for  a 
period  of  three  years.  He  participated  in  the  first 
general  engagement  at  Shiloh,  took  part  in  the 
sieves  of  Corinth  and  Vicksburg,  fought  at  Jack- 
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and  at  Lookout  Mountain,  at  Resaca, 
Mountain,  etc.,  and  in  fact  was  under 
Sherman  through  all  his  campaign.  At  Keimesaw 
Mountain  he  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  just 
above  the  elbow.  This  was  his  last  battle,  and  he 
was  honorably  discharged,  July  17,  1864,  at  Daven¬ 
port,  For  the  last  three  years  of  his  life  he  has 
been  farming. 

Mr.  Hein  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  an  excellent 
financier,  and  stands  high  in  the  business  commu¬ 
nity.  Though  holding  to  a  high  moral  standard, 
he  does  not  belong  to  any  church  organization.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  in  local  elections 
votes  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  party.  He  has 


had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  transformation 
of  this  township  from  a  raw,  uncultivated  prairie, 
y  to  a  blooming  garden.  In  the  sunset  of  life,  know¬ 
ing  that  he  has  acted  uprightly  before  God  and 
man,  he  can  look  back  upon  his  past  with  a  con¬ 
sciousness  that  in  all  his  dealings  he  has  not  know¬ 
ingly  done  a  wrong,  or  willingly  caused  pain  to  any 
one  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

The  portraits  of  Mr.  Hein  and  wife,  which  are 
shown  in  connection  with  this  sketch,  will  be  wel¬ 


comed  by  a  large  number  of  friends. 
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ffiAMES  AY.  BRAZELTON  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  occupying  a  fine  homestead  on  sec¬ 
tion  17,  Bowlder  Township;  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  Indian  Creek  Creamery,  which 
he  recently  sold.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye 
State,  born  in  Jones  County,  March  16,  1851.  He 


received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools, 


and  attended  the  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  at 
Hopkinton,  Iowa,  for  five  terms.  He  then  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  followed  since 
that  time. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Alfred  and 


Delila  (Crusenbery)  Brazelton,  natives  of  Illinois 
and  Ohio,  respectively.  They  were  married  and 
settled  in  Woodford  County,  Ill.,  whence  they 
came  to  Iowa  in  1850,  locating  in  Richland  Town¬ 
ship,  Jones  County.  The  father  afterward  took  a 
trip  to  Florida  on  account  of  failing  health,  which, 
however,  seemed  without  avail,  and  while  on  his 


way  home  he  died  in  McLean  County,  Ill.,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1 883 ;  the  wife  and  mother  still  survives. 
The  household  included  three  children :  James  W. ; 
Betsey  E„  deceased,  and  Mary  C. 

Mr.  Brazelton  settled  in  Bowlder  Township  in 
March,  1874,  and  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  fine 


farming  land.  He  has  erected  a  handsome  dwell¬ 


ing,  with  good  barns  and  out-buildings,  and  is  sup¬ 


plied  with  all  the  requisite  and  convenient  appli¬ 
ances  for  the  carrying  on  of  agriculture. 

James  W.  Brazelton  and  Miss  Clara  Johnson  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Delaware  County,  Iowa, 
March  28,  1873.  Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter  of  Fran¬ 
cis  and  Delia  (Flint)  Johnson,  and  was  born  in 
Ohio,  March  20,  1852.  Of  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children — Albert  E.,  Allie  M.  and  Roy 
F.  Mr.  Brazelton  takes  great  interest  in  educa¬ 
tional  matters,  and  has  been  intrusted  with  many 
important  offices  of  his  school  district.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  Beryl  Lodge 
No.  421,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  B.  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mr.  Brazelton  came  into  the  county  when  there 
was  vast  room  for  its  improvement  and  advance¬ 
ment.  He  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  community,  and  has  contributed  a  gener¬ 
ous  share  toward  its  progress  and  the  maintenance 
of  its  present  position  among  the  communities  of 
the  State.  As  such,  he  is  a  valued  citizen,  and  has 
filled  a  station  which  is  his  peculiarly,  and  which  no 
other  could  have  occupied  so  well. 

A  fine  -lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  resi¬ 
dence,  commodious  barns,  out-buildings,  and  farm 
of  Mr.  Brazelton,  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 


ing'-house  and  excellent  barns  and 


out-buildings. 
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HARLES  F.  ELLIS,  a  prominent  German 
farmer  and  successful  stock-raiser,  occupies 
finely  located  homestead  on  section  4, 
Fairfax  Township,  which  comprises  160  acres  of 
well-cultivated  land,  supplied  with  a  good  dwell¬ 
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He  is  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  his 
community,  and  a  good  representative  of  that  solid 
and  industrious  German  element  which  has  aided  in 
bringingthe  Hawkeye  State  to  its  present  condition. 
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Mr.  Ellis  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  was  born 
March  4,  1835.  The  name  of  his  father  was  John 
Frederick  Ellis,  also  a  farmer  and  a  native  of  the 
same  country  as  our  subject.  In  early  manhood  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Shultz,  a  Prussian  lady, 
whose  parents  are  both  now  deceased,  their  deaths 
having  occurred  several  years  ago  in  their  native 
country.  Charles  F.  Ellis  is  the  only  son  of  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  three  children,  his  sisters  being  Caroline  and 
Fredrica,  who  are  married  and  live  in  Germany. 
Charles  F.  attended  school  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  became  apprenticed  to  a 
wagon-maker.  After  serving  three  years  he  received 
his  diploma  and  set  out  as  a  journeyman,  following 
his  trade  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  began  to  long  for  something  better  than  he 
had  known,  and  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States.  Accordingly  he  set  sail  and,  after  a  safe 
voyage,  found  himself  upon  American  shores.  He 
was  then  only  twenty  years  old,  but  he  possessed 
courage  and  great  ambition,  and  after  landing  here 
proceeded  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  at  that 
time  was  being  settled  up  by  many  who  emigrated 
from  the  Old  World.  He  located  in  Sheffield,  Bu¬ 
reau  County,  remaining  there  for  twelve  years,  and 
there  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Webb,  to  whom  he  was  married  May  18,  1864. 
She  was  born  Jan.  10,  1840,  in  South  Bend,  St,  Jo¬ 
seph  C-o.,  Ind.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Sarah  J.  (Doty)  Webb,  natives  of  Lowville,  Lewis 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  married  there  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  the}’  emigrated  West 
in  1835,  locating  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  and  live 
years  later  removed  to  Whiteside  County,  111.,  set¬ 
tling  near  Fulton,  where  the  mother  died,  March  30, 
1846.  Subsequently  the  father  went  to  Chicago,  Ill., 
where  his  decease  occurred  Dec.  28,  1878.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Ellis  died  when  her  daughter,  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  but  six  years  of  age,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  lapse  of  five  years  the  father  contracted  a 
second  marriage.  Previous  to  his  death,  he  had  vis¬ 
ited  Clayton  Count}’,  Iowa,  and  later  made  a  brief 
stay  in  Benton  County,  going  thence  to  Chicago. 

Six  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  wife:  Josie  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Quail, 
and  they  live  in  Plum  Creek,  Dawson  Co.,  Neb., 
and  have  one  child,  Vernon ;  Rizza  M.  is  a  teacher 
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Leora  S.  and  Webb  A.  are  at  home  with  .. 

their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  been  res¬ 
idents  of  Fairfax  Township  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  since  their  marriage.  They  came  here  in  1868,  ■ 
have  identified  themselves  with  the  interests  of  the 
community,  and  occupy  an  enviable  position  therein. 

Mrs.  E.  is  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  E.  votes  the 
straight  ticket  of  the  Democratic  party. 


ILLARD  W.  CROUCH.  Among  the  busi- 
.  ness  men  of  Prairieburg  engaged  in  general 
y/*j  merchandising,  and  who  thoroughly  under¬ 
stand  the  business  with  which  they  are  connected, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  are  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess,  Mr.  Crouch  certainly  deserves  mention.  He 
is  the  son  of  Flavel  and  Eliza  (Ward)  Crouch,  who 
were  born  in  York  State.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  in  Warren  County,  their  native  State, 
whence  they  removed  to  Orleans  County,  finally 
returning  to  Warren  County,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  until  their  removal  to  Iowa  in  1854.  Ar¬ 
riving  here  they  located  in  Bowlder  Township,  this 
county,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
years,  he  engaged  the  while  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  The  names  of  their  six  children  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  David,  William,  Willard  W.,  Zachariah.  Bet¬ 
sey  and  Eliza  A. 

Willard  W.  Crouch  was  born  in  Jefferson  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  25,  1830.  There  he  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  assisted  his  father 
on  the  labors  of  the  farm,  remaining  with  the  old 
folk  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  Going  thence 
to  Pennsylvania,  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  that  State,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
1856.  During  the  latter  year  our  subject  came  to 
this  county,  and  buying  a  farm  in  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship,  moved  his  family  upon  it,  and  was  there 
busily  occupied  in  the  labors  appertaining  to  a 
farm  life  until  1867,  when  he  moved  to  Prairieburg, 
and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  which  he 
is  at  present  conducting.  He  keep; 
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sortmcnt  of  merchandise,  and  has  established  a 
good  and  satisfactory  trade. 

Mr.  Crouch  was  married  in  Lycoming  County, 
Pa.,  March  29,  1852,  to  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Sabrina  Coon.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  May  18,  182G.  Mr.  Crouch  has  held 
the  offices  of  Township  Trustee,  School  Director 
and  other  minor  official  positions  within  the  gift  of 
his  townsmen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  holds  fellowship  with  Lodge  No. 
398,  at  Marion.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  whenever  he  easts  his  vote  in 
political  matters  it  is  for  a  Republican  nominee. 
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until  he  was  sixteen  years  old. 
Wisconsin,  and  after 


EYMORE  D.  BARKER,  the  owner  of  210 


acres  of  valuable  farm  land,  located  on  sec¬ 
tion  9,  Bowlder  Township,  is  a  farmer  who, 
having  had  four  years  of  practice  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  has  become  proficient  in  his  call¬ 
ing,  and  consequently  is  meeting  with  more  than 
ordinary  success.  He  is  a  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe 
(Farnsworth)  Barker.  They  were  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  whence  they  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was  drowned  in  Rocket  River 
about  1839.  The  mother  continued  to  reside  in  St. 
Lawrence  County  until  1855,  when  she  removed  to 
W  isconsin,  and  after  living  there  for  several  months, 
came  to  Iowa  about  1857  and  died  at  Hopkinton, 
Delaware  County,  April  21,  1882.  She  lived  most 
of  her  life  after  coming  to  this  State,  in  this  county. 
Silas  and  Phebe  Barker  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Seymore  D.  Barker  was  the  youngest  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  children,  and  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  31,  1839.  His  education  was  received 
$  in  the  common  schools,  and  he  lived  in  York  State 

He  then  moved  to 
a  residence  in  that  State  of 
about  a  year  came  with  his  mother  to  Delaware  Co., 
^  Iowa,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  county  for  about 
three  years.  Coming  from  Delaware  to  Linn  Count}', 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship,  and  has  lived  on  the  same  until  the  present 
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time.  He  has  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  on  his 
place,  and  has  increased  his  landed  interests  in  the 
township  until  he  now  owns  210  acres,  all  in  a  body, 
and  the  major  portion  of  it  under  an  advanced  state 
of  cultivation. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Marion,  Iowa,  to  Miss 
Mary  Schaffer,  Sept.  28,  18(13.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Ann  (Brosius)  Schaffer,  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Her  parents  were  married  and  settled  in 
their  native  State,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  in  about  1865  came  to  this  county,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Bowlder  Township.  They  lived  there 
until  about  1870,  when  they  removed  to  Tipton, 
Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  where  they  died.  They  had  five 
children,  and  Mrs.  Barker  of  this  notice  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  in  Nor¬ 
thumberland  County,  Pa.,  April  23,  1840.  Of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  six  children  have 
been  born — George  Melvin,  Esta  E.,  Katie  A., 
Laura  B.,  Ezra  and  Lorene.  Mr.  Barker  has  not 
been  an  office-seeker  in  his  township,  but  has  held 
some  of  the  minor  offices  within  the  gift  of  his 
townsmen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  his  wife  of  the  German  Reformed.  In  politics 
Mr.  B.  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

*  OIIN  ANDERSON,  a  pioneer  of  this  county 
of  1852,  a  successful  farmer,  and  a  respected 
and  honored  citizen,  living  on  section  14, 
Buffalo  Township,  is  one  of  the  children  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Bolton)  Anderson,  natives  of 
the  “  land  o’  cakes  and  heather  ”  and  New  York 
respectively.  After  marriage  the  parents  settled 
in  Canada,  thence  removed  to  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  and  after  a  short  residence  there  returned  to 
Canada.  After  living  in  the  latter  country  for  a 
short  time  Mr.  Anderson,  Sr.,  removed  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  there  lived  and  labored  until  1852,  in  the 
spring  of  which  year  he  came  to  this  county,  set¬ 
tling  in  Buffalo  Township,  where  he  continued  the 
daily  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  October,  1865.  His  good  wife 
survives,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  man  and  woman¬ 
hood,  as  follows:  John,  Rachel,  William,  Nancy, 
Samuel  and  Jacob. 
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John  Anderson  was  born  in  Canada,  Oct.  10, 
1 833,  and  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 


1852,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  Ilis 
life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
he  is  considered  one  of  the  A  No.  1  farmers  of  the 
county.  He  owns  240  acres  of  land  in  Buffalo 
Township,  together  with  good  buildings.  His  house 
is  substantial,  and  his  barn  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  township,  and  he  has  met  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  his  chosen  vocation. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  in  Buffalo  Township, 
May  6,  1859,  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  William 
and  Lucy  (Rice)  Healy.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  York  State,  where  they  were  married,  and  whence 
they  removed  to  Ohio,  then  to  Indiana,  subse¬ 
quently  to  Illinois,  and  from  that  State  came  to  this 
county,  in  1855,  settling  in  Buffalo  Township,  where 
the  father  died ;  his  wife  survives.  Their  children 
were  five  in  number — John,  Eliza,  Laura,  Caroline 
and  Frank.  Mrs.  Anderson  was  born  in  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  3,  1842,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  one  child  has  been  born,  named  John 
W.  He  was  married,  Sept.  26,  1886,  to  Miss  Mary 
F.  McCammon,  a  native  of  Jennings  County,  Ind., 
jr  E  and  a  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  McCam¬ 
mon;  she  came  to  Linn  County,  settling  in  Buffalo 
Township,  in  1883.  Mr.  Anderson  has  held  various 
school  offices,  and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


1 OSEPH  MOORHEAD,  County  Auditor  of 
Linn  County,  and  a  resident  of  Marion,  is  a 
native  of  Holmes  County7,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  Jan.  15,  1828.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Mary  (Ogden)  Moorhead,  natives  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pa.  The  father  of  our  subject 
combined  the  industry  of  farming  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  a  tanner  and  harness-maker.  His  farming 
was  on  quite  an  extensive  scale,  he  owning  a  place 


i  of  160  acres,  and  being  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
i  .  stock 


as 


well  as  the  cereals. 


His  wife  died  in 
March,  1841,  and  he  is  yet  living  in  Ohio,  aged 
i  eighty -seven  years.  They  had  a  family  of  twelve 


children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  attain  the 


man  and  womanhood,  and  six  of  whom  are  yet  liv¬ 


ing:  Samuel  is  married,  and  lives  in  Holmes  Coun¬ 


of 


ty,  Ohio;  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Todd,  is  also  living  in 
that  county;  Joseph  is  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
Mary,  also  a  Mrs.  Todd,  is  likewise  a  resident  of 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  as  is  John  W. ;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Cherry,  is  living  in  Saline  County,  Mo. 

Joseph  Moorhead  worked  on  his  father’s  farm, 
receiving  three  months’  schooling  each  year,  and 
remained  with  the  old  folk  until  he  arrived  at  ma¬ 
turity.  He  was  then  married  to  Miss  Clara  A. 
Heller,  a  native  of  Chemung  County.  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah  (Baker)  Heller,  the 
date  of  the  ceremony  being  March  1,  1849.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Moorhead  engaged  in  farming  in 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  and  was  thus  employed  until 
1854.  During  that  year  he  came  to  Linn  County 
and,  purchasing  180  acres  on  section  34,  in  Put¬ 
nam  Township,  located  upon  it.  He  subsequently 
purchased  320  acres  additional,  which  he  divided 
among  his  children.  lie  was  an  early  settler  in  the 
county,  and  his  first  home  was  in  the  customary 
log  house.  He  had  great  faith  in  the  development 
of  the  country,  and  went  to  work  with  a  will  and 
determination  to  make  his  home  a  permanent 
abiding-place.  With  that  end  in  view,  he  im¬ 
proved  his  land,  built  barns,  set  out  an  orchard, 
erected  a  frame  residence,  and  otherwise  improved 
the  place,  and  continued  to  live  upon  it  for  twenty- 
seven  years. 

In  1881  Mr.  Moorhead  was  elected  Auditor,  and 
took  possession  of  the  office  in  1882,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  serving  his  third  term  in  that  capacity. 
The  year  he  was  first  elected  Auditor  he  removed 
to  Marion,  where  he  has  siuce  continued  to  reside. 
To  his  union  with  Miss  Heller  four  children  have 
been  born:  James  married  Eliza  Stream,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Clara;  they  are  living  at  Ely,  this 
county,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  drug  and  no¬ 
tion  business.  Moses  II.  married  Flora  M.  Kersh- 
ner,  and  the}’  are  [living  in  Marion  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  they  have  be¬ 
come  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ralph;  Alice  M., 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Hubbard,  has  one  child,  Hilda,  and  is 
living  in  Marion;  Annie  B.,  Mrs.  David  Smythe,  is 
also  living  at  Marion,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Joseph  W. 

Politically  Mr.  Moorhead  is  a  Republican.  So 
eially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  Marioi. 
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Lodge  No.  6,  A.  I*'.  &  A.  M.,  and  with  his  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He 
has  held  the  ollice  of  Assessor  and  Township  Clerk 
of  Putnam  Township  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is 
one  of  the  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  his 
countv. 
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THOMAS  D.  NEWMAN  is  a  pioneer  of  Linn 
County,  and  resides  in  Washington  Town- 
ship,  on  section  27.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  where  he  was  born  May  26, 
1829.  1 1  is  parents  were  Thomas  and  Nancy  (John¬ 
son)  Newman,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland 
and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  Thomas  Newman  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1788,  emigrated  to  Hendricks  County. 
Ind.,  and  died  there  March  1,  1848.  He  left  his 
native  State  in  the  year  1836,  whence  he  emigrated 
to  Indiana  and  pursued  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
all  his  life.  Nancy,  his  wife,  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1795,  and  died  in  this  county,  Feb.  24,  1874.  She 
was  born  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  called  Boone’s  Creek,  where  the  brother  of 
Daniel  Boone  was  murdered  by  the  Indians.  The 
place  where  he  was  buried  was  called  Buffalo  Lick. 
Around  the  hearthstone  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
Newman  was  gathered  a  family  of  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters.  The  record  is  as  follows:  John¬ 
son  P.  selected  for  his  life  companion  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  McVeigh;  William  E.  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Thomas;  Benjamin  married  Miss 
Catharine  Poland;  John  O.  became  the  husband  of 
Miss  Nancy  Roy;  James  A.  chose  for  his  life  part¬ 
ner  Miss  Sarah  Fears;  Jane  became  the  wife  of 
David  Roy;  Thomas  1).,  the  subject  of  our  notice; 
Micha  A.  married  J.  W.  Reynolds;  Aquilla  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Ruth  Hoff;  Elizabeth  S.  became  the  wife 
of  John  W.  McLeod.^ 

Thomas  D.  Newman  and  Miss  Eliza  J.  Walter 
were  united  in  marriage  Dec.  14,  1848,  in  Indiana. 
Mrs.  Newman  is  a  native  of  Fauquier  County,  Va., 
and  was  born  Sept.  2,  1826.  Her  parents  were  Will¬ 
iam  S.  and  Lucy  (Thompson)  Walter.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  1781,  and  died 
in  Linn  Count}'  in  1859.  Lucy  Walter  was  born 
in  Virginia  in  1791,  being  ten  years  the  junior  of 
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her  husband,  and  died  April  9,  1871.  They  also 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living  and  four  deceased.  The  record  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mary  A.  became  the  wife  of  Jesse  Johns; 
William  E.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline 
Reynolds;  Elizabeth  T.  was  married  to  John  Mer- 
rit;  Lucy  A.  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Howard; 
Robert  L.  chose  for  his  life  companion  Miss  Jane 
Webb;  Alex.  S.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anne 
Anderson;  Morefield  died  in  infancy;  James  M. 
married  Ada  Richardson ;  Eliza  Jane  is  the  wife  of  s 
the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Jackson  T.  died  in 
infancy.  Thomas  D.  and  Mrs.  Newman  are  the 
parents  of  five  children — Elizabeth  Jane,  born  Sept. 

22,  1849;  Benjamin  R.,  July  12,  1851;  Lucy  E., 
July  14,  1853;  James  A.,  June  26,  1855;  Micha 
A.,  April  26,  1860. 

Thomas  D.  Newman  came  to  this  State  in  1854. 

His  daughter,  Elizabeth  J.,  died  ten  years  later, 

Dec.  9,  1  864.  Previous  to  this  his  daughter  Micha 
had  died,  Oct  11,  1863.  Benjamin  R.  still  resides 
with  his  parents,  and  is  a  farmer,  owning  120  acres 
of  valuable  land.  Lucy  E.  married  Samuel  Hoglan, 
Sept.  7,  1879;  they  own  a  handsome  farm,  situated 
in  Linn  County,  and  have  two  children — Wayne 
R.  and  Cecil.  James  A.  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Brown,  Sept.  3,  1876;  their  family  consists  of  one 
boy  and  one  girl,  named  Walter  T.  and  Ada  E. ; 
he  also  possesses  a  fine  farm. 

Mr.  Newman  emigrated  from  Kentucky  to  In¬ 
diana  with  his  parents  when  he  was  but  a  child  of 
eight  years.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  ; 
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and  began  and  completed  his  education  in  the  com-  r 
mon  schools.  He  continued  under  the  parental  m 
roof  until  his  twentieth  year,  when  his  attention 
was  turned  toward  the  young  and  rapidly  growing 
State  of  Iowa.  He  determined  to  seek  it,  with  a 
purpose  of  establishing  a  home  there,  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  bidding  a  temporary  farewell  to  old  associa¬ 
tions,  he  turned  his  face  Westward.  Being  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  new  territory,  he  at 
once  purchased  104  acres  of  land  on  section  28, 
Washington  Township,  this  county,  which  tract  he 
still  owns.  To  this  tract  he  added  161  acres,  and 
has  made  a  fine  present  of  land  to  each  of  his  chil¬ 
dren. 

Both  Mr.  Newman  and  his  estimable  lady 
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members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  have  been 
connected  with  it  for  several  years  past.  Mr. 
Newman  is  also  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  became  a  Mason  in  1872,  and 
is  a  member  of  Yiana  Lodge,  No.  142,  at  Center 
Point.  He  has  been  connected  with  this  lodge  for 
six  j^ears.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  As  one 
of  the  esteemed  citizens  of  Linn  County  Thomas 
D.  Newman  occupies  an  enviable  position.  He  is 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  is  a 
man  of  high  principles,  upright  and  honorable  in 
all  his  dealings,  and  is  a  citizen  whose  worth  is  ap¬ 
preciated  at  its  full  value.  He  is  deepty  interested 
in  religious  matters,  has  been  an  Elder  in  his  church 
for  a  period  of  eight  years,  and  has  often  supplied 
the  pulpit,  giving  forth  his  utterances  in  a  clear 
and  intelligent  manner. 

A  fine  view  of  Mr.  Newman’s  residence  appears 
in  this  work. 


-’V- 


EROY  BURCH.  This  influential  and  suc- 
_  cessful  farmer  of  Clinton  Township  is  lo- 
^  cated  on  section  27,  where  he  owns  a  snug 
farm  of  ninety-five  acres  of  fine  land,  fifteen  of 
which  are  timber,  the  latter  being  especially  valua¬ 
ble.  He  came  to  Linn  County  in  1858,  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  township  since  that  time. 
He  is  a  native  of  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  born 
Ang.  19,  1849.  His  father,  Jesse  Burch,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  of  English  descent 
and  American  parentage,  and  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion.  The  father  of  Jesse  Burch  was  William,  who 
came  from  Virginia  to  Ohio  in  the  time  of  the 
early  settlement  of  the  latter  State,  and  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  home  in  the  wilderness  fifty  miles  from  a 
settlement,  within  a  tract  of  country  which  after¬ 
ward  comprised  a  part  of  Muskingum  County.  He 
cleared  the  timber  in  the  forest,  cultivated  the 
land  thus  improved,  labored  there  and  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  185G,  after  he 
had  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  older 
children  born  to  this  sturdy  and  courageous  old 


gentleman  and  his  wife 
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He  first  saw  the  light 


May  10,  1817,  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucinda  Hodges,  a  native  of  Maryland,  who  came 
to  Ohio  with  her  parents  when  a  child  of  two  years. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  Hodges,  a  native 
of  Maryland,  of  English  descent.  Her  mother  was 
a  Miss  White,  also  a  native  of  Maryland  and  of 
English  descent.  After  their  marriage  the  parents 
lived  in  Muskingum  County  until  1858,  and  in  the 
spring  of  that  year  came  to  Iowa  with  their  family, 
consisting  of  four  children,  and  located  in  Clinton 
Township.  Leroj"  Burch  was  the  youngest  of  the 
four  children  above  mentioned,  and  which  com¬ 
pleted  the  number  in  his  father’s  family  living,  two 
having  died  in  early  childhood.  The  remaining 
three  are:  John  W.,  who  married  Miss  Martha 
Cochran,  and  lives  in  Johnson  County,  Kan.;  -the}' 
have  five  children.  Sylvester  R.  is  a  resident  of 
Olathe,  Kan.,  and  is  Postmaster  of  that  place;  he  is 
a  military  man,  aud  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
1st  Kansas  Regiment.  He  was  engaged  as  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  late  Rebellion, 
serving  four  and  a  half  years,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  12th  Iowa  Regiment.  He  participated  in 
many  battles,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh,  be¬ 
ing  held  for  three  months.  While  in  prison  he  ex¬ 
posed  the  American  flag,  which  Wirtz,  the  keeper, 
took  as  an  insult,  and,  to  force  a  confession  from 
him,  chained  Mr.  Burch  and  three  others  to  the 
floor  for  four  days.  The  young  soldier  was  then 
only  nineteen  t'ears  old,  and  this  flag  had  been 
presented  to  him  by  a  lady  friend  after  he  had 
enlisted  and  before  he  left  Cedar  Rapids  to  join 
his  regiment.  Before  the  expiration  of  this  pun¬ 
ishment  the}'  were  paroled,  and  the  courageous 
young  soldier,  who  raised  the  flag  of  his  country  in 
a  rebel  prison,  was  never  betrayed,  as  it  was  the 
intention  of  Wirtz  to  shoot  the  soldier  who  ex¬ 
posed  the  flag.  During  the  service  his  regiment 
was  under  fire  for  112  days,  and  he  participated  in 
all  the  engagements  of  the  campaign  except  the 
battles  of  Fts.  Henry  and  Donelson.  His  career 
was  a  most  remarkable  one,  and  he  escaped  with¬ 
out  a  wound.  He  was  promoted  from  Orderly  to 
Adjutant,  which  commissioned  office  he  held  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  held  the  commission  of 
Captain  upon  his  return  home.  By  virtue  of  his 
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skill  in  military  tactics,,  since  being  a  resident  of 
Kansas,  he  has  been  created  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  1st  Kansas  Regiment,  and  while  Captain  of  a 
company  it  received  all  the  prizes  in  the  State  drills 
for  which  it  competed,  and  the  company  has  in  its 


possession  a  gold  medal  and  §  1 ,000  in  cash,  as  one 


prize  which  it  won.  Sylvester  R.  has  been  married 
twice,  the  first  time  to  Maria  Cochran,  of  Clinton 
Township ;  they  had  four  children,  one  of  whom  is 
deceased;  his  wife  died  March  23,  1885.  He  was 


married  the  second  time,  Oct.  20,  188G,  to  Marion 
.1.  Hinkley,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  John  W.  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment, 
and  was  also  112  days  under  fire.  He  enlisted  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  company  and  regi- 
PJ  ment  of  which  Sylvester  R.  became  a  member.  He 

l!  0 


also  served  four  and  a  half  years,  escaped  unhurt, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  and  veteranized. 
The  third  child  of  the  family  is  Martha  J.,  the  wife 
w  of  Edgar  V.  Wilson,  a  farmer  of  Benton  County, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Vn  T  he  father  of  Mr.  Leroy  Burch  died  at  his  home 
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in  this  township,  Sept.  20,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
yrears  and  four  months.  The  mother  survived  him 
until  March  23,  1886,  when  she  too  passed  away, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  being  born  Sept.  20, 
1821.  These  excellent  and  highly-respected  old 
people  were  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  father 
was  Trustee  and  Steward.  None  knew  them  but 
to  praise  them,  and  their  acquaintance  extended 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  county  of  Linn. 

Leroy  Burch  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  countyq  completing  his  studies  at  Coe  Col¬ 
lege.  His  marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  township 
vm  of  Otter  Creek,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary  Y. 
wm\\  b  lemming,  a  native  of  Linn  County,  born  Aug.  7, 
1852.  Her  parents  were  formerly  residents  of 
Indiana,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Phillips, 
;  departed  this  life  in  1853.  Her  father,  James 
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Flemming,  is  still  living  in  Otter  Creek. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  still  reside  on  the  old 
lomestead  where  they  first  settled.  They  occupy 
comfortable  dwelling,  and  have  excellent  barns 
nd  out-buildings.  They  are  members  in  good 


standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 


which  Mr.  B.  is  Steward,  Class-Leader  and  Trustee. 
In  politics  he  is  a  reliable  Republican,  and  believes 
the  principles  of  that  party  are  those  which  tend  to 


elevate  the  character  of  the  nation  at  large 


FREDERICK  IIEYERLY  is  one  of  the  repre- 


ry 

I— ifgy  sentative  and  substantial  farmers  of  Grant 
/l.  Township,  residing  on  his  fine  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  31.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
born  in  Tioga  County,  Aug.  4,  1835.  His  parents 
were  John  L.  and  Christina  (Miller)  Heverly,  na¬ 
tives  of  Germany.  The  former  was  born  in  1793, 
and  died  Aug.  14,  1873,  at  the  good  old  age  of 
eighty  years,  five  months,  and  twenty-five  days,  his 
decease  occurring  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  His 
wife,  Christina,  was  born  in  1801,  and  also  died  in 


Ohio,  1878.  They  came  from  the  fatherland  while 


yet  unmarried,  when  the  father  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  Miss  Miller  came  with  her  parents, 
and  was  married  to  Mr.  Heverly  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  result  of  this  union  was  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  John  was  united 
in  wedlock  with  Miss  Sophia  Mutchler;  Caroline  is 
the  widow  of  Phillip  Sheodinger,  and  resides  in  Co¬ 
lumbus.  Ohio;  Frederick,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
was  the  second  son  and  third  child ;  Catharine  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Gable  and  resides  in  this  county;  Mary 
formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  David  Flurr; 
Samuel  G.  was  married  to  Olive  Miller;  one  child 
died  in  infancy,  unnamed. 

Mr.  Frederick  Heverly  selected  for  his  life  part¬ 
ner  M.  Mutchler,  their  union  taking  place  May  19, 
1804,  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  H.  was  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Bestch)  Mutch¬ 
ler,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  respectively.  Jacob  Mutchler  was  born  in  1810, 
and  is  still  living;  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in 
1813,  and  is  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children;  Sophia  was  united  in  marriage  with 
John  Heverly ;  Benjamin  is  deceased ;  Mary  was  the 
wife  of  John  Snyder,  and  died  in  1870,  leaving  four 
children;  Joseph  married  Miss  Ellen  Rodgers;  Rosa 
M.  became  the  wife  of  our  subject;  and  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  John  Lenard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Hev¬ 
erly  have  rejoiced  in  the  birth  of  three  children: 


— 


Residence  of  Chancy  Neal  ,  Sec.  IS.,  Linn  Township. 


Residence  of  Phillipp  Oudler  ,  Sec.  7.,  Spring  GroveTownship. 
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Mary  M.,  who  was  bom  June  24,  18G5;  David  F., 
April  19,  1870;  Ada  Dell,  July  5,  1876. 

Mr.  Heverly  is  the  proprietor  of  270  acres  of 
highly  improved  farming  land,  with  a  supply  of 
good  timber.  He  came  to  this  State  in  September, 
1864,  purchased  his  land,  set  about  its  improvement 
and  cultivation,  and  now,  after  the  space  of  twenty- 
two  years,  has  as  fine  a  homestead  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  county.  His  dwelling-house  is  the  object  of 
much  attention,  covering  an  area  of  30x30  feet, 
with  a  fine  basement  under  the  entire  structure.  His 
principal  barn  is  40x60  feet,  and  also  has  a  base¬ 
ment,  is  finely  finished  in  the  interior,  and  has  a  ca- 
pacity  for  sheltering  thirty  head  of  stock.  The 
whole  establishment,  barns  and  house,  inside  and 
out,  bear  evidence  of  the  thrift,  foresight  and  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  proprietor,  and  form  a  fine  exam¬ 
ple  of  what  industry  and  enterprise  can  accomplish 
from  an  humble  beginning. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heverly  are  members  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church,  active  in  its  support,  and  Mr.  H. 
is  greatly  interested  in  the  Sunday-school  work, 
having  served  as  Superintendent  and  Librarian  for 
a  number  of  years,  but  not  consecutively.  He  is 
Republican  in  politics,  the  principles  of  which  party 
he  earnestly  advocates  and  supports.  He  is  a  good 
man  and  valuable  citizen. 
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OBERT  LAGRANGE,  M.  D.,  physician  and 
surgeon  residing  at  Marion,  was  born  in 
Johnson  County,  Ind.,  in  the  neighborhood 
qj  of  the  old  Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church, 
Dec.  22,  1846.  His  father,  Abraham  II.,  was  born 
in  Mercer  County,  Ky.,  in  1815,  became  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  1831,  and  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-one  years,  be¬ 
ing  a  resident  of  Vinton,  Benton  County,  this 
State.  He  was  descended  from  the  French,  and 
traced  his  ancestry  from  one  Peter  Lagrange,  a 
French  emigrant  who  settled  in  Virginia  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Abraham  H.  Lagrange  lost  his  life  while  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  in  one  of  the  battles  in 
Virginia.  His  son  settled  in  Kentucky  early  in  the 


nineteenth  century,  in  what  is  now  Mercer  County,  j 
where  Abraham  H.  was  born  in  1815.  In  1830  the 
family  removed  to  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  in  com- 
pany  with  a  small  colon}'  composed  of  old  friends 
and  relatives,  all  of  whom  were  earnest  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  region  in  Indiana  where  the  colony  above 
referred  to  removed  was  a  trackless  wilderness  at 
that  time.  Col.  Simon  Covert,  an  uncle  of  Abra¬ 
ham  H.  Lagrange,  was  the  leader  of  the  party,  and 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  He  selected  a  pecul¬ 
iar  formation  of  three  knolls  lying  adjacent  as  sites 
for  the  church,  school-house  and  cemetery,  respect¬ 
ively.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  Sabbath  after 
their  arrival,  the  colonists  held  religious  services  on 
the  knoll  selected  for  the  church.  Nearly  sixty 
years  have  passed  since  then,  but  there  has  always 
stood  on  that  particular  spot  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Hopewell.  Its  original  members,  with  few 
exceptions,  have  been  called  to  the  home  beyond, 
but  many  of  their  descendants  have  intermarried, 
retaining  the  earnest  religious  zeal  of  their  forefath- 
and  still  worship  in  the  old  church,  and  no 


ers 


other  denomination  has  ever  secured  a 
among  them. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Leah  Ann  Voris, 
also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but  descended  from  the 
Holland-Dutch.  She  came  to  Johnson  County,  Ind., 
with  the  colony  in  childhood,  and  was  there  mar¬ 
ried  to  Abraham  H.  Lagrange.  She  joined  Hope- 
well  Church  in  1839,  and  her  death  occurred  April 
25,  1885,  in  Vinton,  Iowa.  Her  ancestors  wrere  of 
the  Holland-Dutch,  who  emigrated  from  Amster¬ 
dam  to  New  York  in  1851,  and  subsequently 
moved  to  Mercer  County,  Ivy.,  whence  the  family 
wrent  to  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  at  the  time  of  the 
first  settlement  of  Hopewell. 

Robert  Lagrange  supplemented  his  primary  edu¬ 
cation  received  in  the  common  schools  by  an 
academical  course,  and  lived  in  Indiana  until  1866, 
when  he  came  to  Vinton,  this  State.  He  entered 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  in  1869,  and  grad¬ 
uated  therefrom  with  the  class  of  February,  1871. 
He  began  practice  at  Vinton  shortly  afterward,  re¬ 
maining  only  a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to 
Palo,  Linn  County,  thence,  in  March,  1872,  to  Gar¬ 
rison,  this  State.  He  continued  in  practice  in  the 
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latter  place  until  May,  1882,  when  he  came  to  Mar¬ 
ion  and  formed  the  existing  partnership  with  his 
brother,  J.  \V.  Lagrange,  and,  although  but  a  few 
years  resident  of  that  place  he  has  established  a 
successful  practice  and  won  general  confidence  by 
his  skill  in  his  profession. 

Dr.  Lagrange  was  married  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  May 
5,  1875,  to  Miss  Hattie  S.  Laughlin.  She  was  horn 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  V.,  and  has  borne  the 
Doctor  three  children,  all  boys,  two  of  whom  are 
living  at  this  writing.  The  eldest,  J.  Wesley 
Allen,  was  born  Feb.  2,  1870,  and  died  March  31, 
1880;  Robert  R.  was  born  Dec.  19,  1880,  and  Glen 
A.,  Aug.  19,  1882.  Dr.  Lagrange  united  with  the 
Hopewell  Presbyterian  Church  in  1801.  He  and 
his  wife  are  now  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Marion.  The  Doctor  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  holding  membership  with  DeMolay  Lodge  No. 
383,  A.  F.  &  A.  M..  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10, 
Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T. 

©ONRAD  BOWERS,  a  prosperous  farmer  liv¬ 
ing  on  section  30,  Linn  Township,  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Florentina  (Bender)  Bowers, 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1801,  and  the  father  is  at  present  residing  in 
Northampton  County,  Pa.  Of  thirteen  children 
born  of  the  parental  union  our  subject  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  order  of  birth.  He  first  saw  light  in  North¬ 
ampton  County,  Pa.,  March  3,  1835. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  Conrad  Bowers  ap¬ 
prenticed  himself  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade  in 
his  native  State.  He  worked  as  an  apprentice  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  abandoned  the 
trade  and  has  never  followed  it  to  any  considerable 
extent.  Prior  to  attaining  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  he  passed  his  time  on  his  father’s  farm,  which 
was  quite  an  extensive  one,  and  there  learned  the 
vocation  which  he  has  followed  the  major  portion 
of  his  life.  Enlisting  in  the  153d  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  he  served  in  the  Civil  War  for 
about  eleven  months,  and  after  his  term  of  service 
had  expired  came  home,  and  for  three  months  did 
nothing  except  to  recruit  his  health,  which  had 


mm 


been  impaired  while  in  the  army.  He  then  went  to 
Washington,  1).  C.,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  from  the  latter  part  of  September, 
1863,  until  August,  1864. 

Returning  from  Washington  to  Pennsylvania  he 
afterward  made  a  trip  to  Germany,  and  was  absent 
about  four  months.  Coming  back,  he  again  went 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  became  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  Signal  Service  Department;  was  ■ 
sent  to  City  Point,  Aha.,  and  was  with  the  army  un¬ 
til  Gen.  Lee  surrendered.  In  July,  1865,  he  re¬ 
turned  home,  being  afflicted  with  fever  and  ague, 
which  required  a  number  of  months  for  him  to  get 
rid  of.  He  then  followed  painting  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1868.  During  the  spring  of  that  year  he  came 
to  this  county  and  settled  in  Linn  Township  on  a 
tract  of  land  he  had  previously  purchased.  He  is 
at  present  the  owner  of  forty  acres  in  this  county, 
forty  acres  in  Jones  County,  and  sixty  acres  in  Ce¬ 
dar  County,  making  in  all  140  acres,  and  is  meeting 
with  signal  success  in  the  carrying  on  of  his  voca¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Bowers  was  married  in  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  Oct.  3,  1867,  to  Lenora,  daughter  of  David 
and  Lucinda  (Keener)  Paul,  natives  of  that  State. 
The  father  died  there  June  14,  1884,  and  the 
mother  is  yet  living.  They  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Bowers  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
She  first  saw  light  in  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
Feb.  23,  1847,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
six  children  have  been  born — Irvin,  David  C.,  Ja¬ 
cob  F.,  Florentina,  Mary  L.  and  Daniel.  Irvin  and 
one  other  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bowers  has  held  the 
office  of  Road  Overseer  and  also  that  of  School  Di¬ 
rector.  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


GILES  BRADFORD,  an  intelligent  and  enter¬ 
prising  farmer  residing  on  section  35,  Grant 
Township,  is  a  native  of  the  good  old  Nut¬ 
meg  State,  having  been  born  in  Windham  County, 
Conn.,  June  15,  1827.  His  parents  were  Luther 
and  Clarissa  (Fuller)  Bradford,  also  natives  of  Con-  : 
nectieut.  Luther  Bradford  was  born  in  1784,  and 


j  |  ...  ....  J  J  >i»u 

tl  1  ifi-iiciiS  Hii 

regggaf 


LINN  COUNTY. 


I 


lafl 


i  : 


died  in  1855,  in  his  native  State.  He  followed  the 
peaceful  and  honorable  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and 
died  full  of  years  and  honors.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  1787,  also  in  Windham  County, 
and  died  there  in  1858.  They  were  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
were  the  parents  of  three  children — John,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Jennie  Congden;  Abigail,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Abel  Weeks ;  she  died  thirty  years  ago ; 
and  our  subject,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family. 

Mr.  Giles  Bradford  was  united  in  marriage,  Jan. 
17,  1851,  with  Miss  Lydia  Morse.  Mrs.  Bradford 
was  born  March  26,  1834,  in  Connecticut,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Dillis  and  Sallie  (Rathborn)  Morse, 
both  natives  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  was  born 
in  1795,  and  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one  years.  The  mother  was  born  in  the 
same  year  as  her  husband,  and  died  in  1876;  they 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  living,  viz. :  Ellen, 
Sarah,  Clara,  Lydia,  Charles  and  Aaron.  These  all 
have  homes  near  each  other  in  the  East.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bradford  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Alida,  born  Aug.  18,  1855,  and  Alice  M.,  July  17, 
1859. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Bradford  consists  of  a 
fine  farm  of  140  acres,  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation;  he  and  his  family  are  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life  and  many  of  its  luxuries. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye  State  since 
1868.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  The  family  is  an  old  one 
and  of  the  highest  respectability.  Mr.  Bradford  is 
independent  In  politics,  and  believes  in  casting  his 
influence  for  the  best  measures,  irrespective  of  men 
and  parties. 

<\f  OHN  BUSENBARRICK.  Among  the  farm¬ 
ers  of  Linn  County  who  have  succeeded  in 
life  mainly  on  account  of  their  energy,  per¬ 
severance  and  economy,  coupled  with  the 
maxim  that  successs  in  life  depends  upon  attending 
to  one’s  own  business,  and  not  mixing  in  the  affairs 
of  neighbors,  is  the  gentleman  whose  brief  biograph¬ 
ical  sketch  the  reader  is  at  present  perusing.  He 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Good)  Busenbar- 


rick,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ind.  Their  children  were  eight 
in  number,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

John  Busenbarrick  is  a  native  of  the  Buckej’e 
State,  and  was  born  Feb.  6,  1823.  He  received  a 
common-school  education  in  Indiana,  whither  his 
parents  removed  when  he  was  about  four  years  of 
age.  John  continued  to  reside  in  Montgomery 
County,  the  latter-named  State,  until  he  was  twen¬ 
ty-two  years  of  age,  engaged  the  while  in  farming. 
In  1 849  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  settled  in  Linn  Township,  where  he  has  since 
lived  and  where  he  has  known  no  other  vocation 
than  that  which  he  has  followed  during  life.  He 
has  a  tine  farm  of  204  acres,  on  which  is  a  good  resi¬ 
dence  of  modern  architecture,  together  with  all 
necessary  out-buildings.  His  land  is  mostly  tilla¬ 
ble,  and  in  the  vocation  which  he  has  followed  he 
has  met  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success. 

Mr.  Busenbarrick  was  first  married  in  Marion 
Township,  this  county,  the  date  being  Nov.  6, 1850, 
and  the  lady  who  captivated  and  made  a  Benedict 
of  him  was  Lucy  T.  Martin,  daughter  of  James  A. 
and  Sarah  (Montgomery)  Martin,  natives  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  He  came 
with  his  family  to  Butler  Co.,  Ohio,  thence  went 
to  Knox  County,  Ill.,  where  they  lived  until  their 
deaths,  the  father  dying  Aug.  31,  1846,  and  the 
mother  July  20,  1859.  They  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  seven  daughters  and  four  sons, 
and  Lucy  T.,  our  subject’s  wife,  was  born  in  But¬ 
ler  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1827.  She  bore  her 
husband  one  child,  James  H.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Busenbarrick  departed  this  life  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  Nov.  11,  1851,  and  Mr.  Busenbarrick  was 
again  married  in  Marion  Township,  Feb.  10,  1853, 
to  a  sister  of  his  former  wife,  Agnes  Martin.  She 
was  also  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  the  date  be¬ 
ing-  Dec.  15,  1832.  Of  this  union  five  children 
have  been  born — Lucy  E.,  Sarah  A.,  Hannah  A., 
James  W.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Lucy  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Beach,  and  they  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  Linn  Township;  Sarah  A.  married  W.  H. 
Gilmore,  and  they  also  live  in  Marion  Township ; 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Kepler,  and  they  are 
living  in  Nebraska;  James  W.  and  Ora  E.  Sander- 
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Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Busenbarrick  1ms 
held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township. 
Me  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  never  fails  to  vote 
for  that  party  when  opportunity  affords. 
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A  COB  F.  NAGELE,  a  substantial  farmer  re¬ 
siding  on  section  30,  Otter  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  Feb. 
11,  1830.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the 
fatherland  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  at 
which  age,  he,  in  company  with  his  mother,  she 
having  become  a  widow  in  1838,  came  to  America 
in  1854,  and  landed  at  New  York  City.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Butler  County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained 
until  1808,  and  then  came  to  Iowa.  His  mother 
removed  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  to  Randolph  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ind.,  where  she  remained  until  her  death,  in 
May,  1875.  She  was  born  Dec.  7,  1807.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1804,  and  died  in 
1838.  He  was  the  father  of  two  children:  Jacob, 
our  subject,  and  Dora,  who  died  in  German}’  in 
childhood.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  first 
married  to  a  Mr.  Stern,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children — Caroline  and  Minnie.  After  Mr.  Stern’s 
death  she  married  Mr.  Nagele,  by  whom  she  also 
had  two  children,  as  above  stated.  After  Mr.  Na- 
gele’s  death  she  married  Mr.  Heck,  by  whom  she 
also  had  three  children — Mary,  Christian  and  Char¬ 
lie.  Charlie  died  in  the  army  from  sickness  in  the 
year  1864. 

Mr.  Nagele,  our  subject,  was  married  Dec.  29, 
1868,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Weigold,  who  was  born  in 
j  Germany,  Jan.  19,  1846.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Frye)  Weigold,  both  natives  of 
the  same  country,  who  came  to  America  in  1847. 
John  Weigold  was  born  in  1808;  the  mother  in 
1821 ;  both  are  still  living.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  fourteen  children,  as  follows:  Christiana, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  John  M.,  who 
died  in  infancy :  John ;  Barbara,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years ;  Mary  A. ;  Effie,  who  died 
when  three  years  old ;  Simon  and  Frederick,  twins, 
the  former  of  whom  married  Miss  Katie  Maine,  and 
the  latter  Miss  Sarah  Bartole;  William,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Sarah  Forney;  Katie  Jane  died  April  3, 
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1858,  aged  three  years;  Elizabeth  married  I.  Grass- 
field;  Jacob;  Conrad  died  in  1869,  aged  seven 
years;  Maggie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Perry 
Beckner. 

Mr.  Nagele,  our  subject,  is  the  owner  of  160 
acres  of  fine  land,  which  he  bought  from  a  specu¬ 
lator,  and  which  is  well  improved.  He  and  his  wife 
have  had  no  family.  They  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Nagele  is  a 
Democrat.  In  their  lives  this  worthy  couple  are 
devoted  followers  of  the  Redeemer,  practicing  His 
teachings  in  all  that  they  do.  They  have  many 
warm  friends  in  the  community,  whom  they  have 
won,  not  less  by  the  uprightness  of  their  conduct ? 

SI 

than  by  their  congeniality  of  disposition.  They 
are  fairly  well-to-do  in  this  world’s  goods,  and  have 
achieved  success  by  their  own  efforts. 


GEORGE  IVES,  deceased,  was  a  pioneer  of 

Marion  Township  of  1839.  He  was  born  in  g- 
Wallingford,  New  Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  Jan. 

20,  1822,  his  parents  being  Elihu  and  Rachel  Ives, 
also  natives  of  Connecticut.  They  came  to  this  jj 
county  in  1839,  and  settled  in  Marion  Township,  ■ 
about  five  miles  east  of  what  is  known  as  Marion 
City.  They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  con¬ 
sisting  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  lived 
to  attain  the  age  of  maturity.  One  son  and  two  ► 
daughters  have  since  died.  The  names  of  the  chil-  t 
dren  are  as  follows:  Norman,  John,  George,  Elihu, 
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Charles,  Ruth  and  Lucy ;  the  three  last  named  are  g 
deceased.  The  four  sons  are  well-to-do  farmers  of  ■ 
Marion  Township.  Elihu  Ives,  Sr.,  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years;  his  good 
wife  lived  until  the  autumn  of  1885,  when  she 
passed  to  meet  him  on  the  other  shore,  aged  about 
ninety  years. 

George  Ives  came  to  Marion  Township  with  his 
parents  in  1839,  subsequently  entering  120  acres  of 
Government  land,  and  still  later  added  to  the  same 
by  a  purchase  of  forty  acres  more.  His  life  voca¬ 
tion  was  that  of  a  farmer,  in  the  following  of  which 
he  met  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success.  He 
was  beloved  and  respected  by  those  who  knew  him 
for  his  integrity  and  for  his  straightforward  deal- 


inffs  with  his  fellow-man.  He  was  married  in 
Marion  Tp.,  three  miles  east  of  Marion,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Jones,  daughter  of  Robert  Jones.  Mrs.  Ives 
was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1828,  and 
bore  our  subject  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter.  The  son,  Lysander  L.,  was  born  in  Marion 
Township,  May  7,  1851;  married,  March  11,  1875, 
Miss  Rachel  A.  Goldsberg,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Marion.  Alice  A.,  the  daugh¬ 
ter,  is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Oxley,  of  that  city. 

Mr.  Ives  was  a  Democrat  in  politics;  he  was 
connected  by  membership  with  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  death  took  place  at  Marion,  March  4,  1882. 
His  wife  survives  him,  and  is  living  with  her  son  in 
Marion.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  bj"  her  neigh¬ 
bors  and  friends.  She  has  lived  to  see  a  rich. and 
prosperous  country  develop  from  the  wilderness 
she  found  on  first  coming  here  fifty  years  ago. 

VILLIAM  K.  SMITH,  an  esteemed  citizen  of 
Brown  Township,  owns  and  occupies  eighty 
acres  of  finely  cultivated  land  on  section 
22.  He  came  to  Linn  County  in  1879,  and  located 
upon  his  present  homestead.  When  he  first  took 
possession  of  it  there  was  room  for  great  improve¬ 
ment,  which  he  has  effected.  He  erected  a 
comfortable  farm  dwelling  and  afterward  supplied 
the  place  with  the  necessary,  convenient  and  com¬ 
fortable  out-buildings.  He  is  a  thorough  and  sys¬ 
tematic  farmer,  and  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his 
communit}r. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  March  27,  1843.  His  parents  were 
John  M.  and  Edith  (Kirk)  Smith,  natives  of 
Guernsey  and  Jefferson  Counties,  respectively. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  for  a  time  in 
the  native  county  of  the  husband.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Jefferson  County,  where  the  decease  of 
the  wife  occurred,  and  after  a  residence  there  of 
four  years  returned  to  his  native  county,  where  his 
life  terminated.  To  their  union  were  born  five 
children — Deborah  T.,  William  K.,  Catharine  L., 
Elwood  T.  and  Lemuel  K. 

William  K.  Smith  received  a  common-school 
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education,  and  afterward  attended  Westtown  Col¬ 
lege  in  Chester  Count}",  Pa.,  for  one  3rear.  He  aft¬ 
erward  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  the  result 
of  his  labors  there,  he  decided  to  emigrate  further  -1 

West.  Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  1879,  he 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  came  into  Linn  County, 
and  located  in  Brown  Township  upon  the  site  of  his 
present  homestead.  Previous  to  this  removal, 
however,  he  had  secured  unto  himself  a  counselor 
and  life  partner  in  the  person  of  Miss  Rachel  C. 

Stanley,  with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  at 
her  home  in  Damascus,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept. 

3,  1868.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ta- 
litha  Stanley,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in 
Mahoning  County,  and  the  father  survives  and  is 
making  his  home  in  Florida.  Their  little  house¬ 
hold  only  comprised  two  children — the  wife  of  our 
subject  and  her  brother  Franklin. 

Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Smith  was  born  Oct.  19,  1846, 
in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio.  She  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  there  remained  until  her  mar- 
riasre  with  Mr.  Smith.  Their  union  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  six  children — Lorena  E.,  Franklin 
T.,  Elry  J.,  Omer  W.,  Harvey  L.  and  Harrison  H., 
who  are  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
Springville  Lodge  No.  139,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is 
Republican  in  politics,  and  conscientiously  casts  his 
vote  with  that  party  as  opportunity  occurs. 
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TILLMAN  C.  PALMER,  surgeon  dentist 
at  Marion,  is  a  native  of  Onondaga,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  May  12,  1852.  The  parents 
of  our  subject,  Hezekiah  G.  and  Cynthia 
W.  (Capron)  Palmer,  were  also  natives  of  New 
York,  the  father  of  English  and  the  mother  of 
Welsh  descent,  and  the  families  of  both  have  been 
residents  of  America  for  several  generations.  In 
1854  the  parental  family  of  our  subject  came  to 
Iowa  and  spent  the  winter  of  1854-55  at  Marion. 

The  spring  after  Hezekiah  G.  Palmer  and  family 
arrived  at  Marion  they  removed  to  a  farm  six 
miles  northwest  of  that  city,  and  there  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1866.  They  then  re- 
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moved  to  .another  farm  about  the  same  distance 
northeast  of  Marion,  and  continued  in  the  vocation 
which  they  had  previously  followed.  Stillman  C. 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  Being  of  a  studious 
turn  of  mind,  he  qualified  himself  for  the  vocation 
of  a  teacher,  and  taught  nine  terms  of  school,  hold¬ 
ing  during  that  time  four  first-class  certificates. 

Mr.  Palmer  began  the  stud}’  of  dentistry  in  the 
winter  of  1878-79,  iu  the  office  and  under  the  in¬ 
struction  of  Dr.  Booth,  of  Marion.  Iu  1882  he 
bought  an  interest  in  the  business  of  his  preceptor, 
and  during  the  same  year  bought  out  I)r.  Booth’s 
interest,  and  has  since  continued  in  the  business 
alone  and  has  met  with  far  more  than  ordinary  suc¬ 
cess.  Dr.  Palmer  was  married,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1885,  at  Marion,  to  Miss  Mattie  Rood,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Cynthia  E.  (Hinman)  Rood.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  father  of 
Milford,  and  the  mother  of  Southbury.  Mrs.  Palm¬ 
er  was  born  at  Birmingham,  Conn.,  and  has  borne 
our  subject  one  child,  a  son,  Buford,  who  was  born 
at  Marion,  Nov.  29,  1885.  Dr.  Palmer  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  order  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  The  Doctor’s 
parents  are  also  living  in  Marion,  and  belong  to  the 
same  church  as  he  and  his  wife.  Benjamin  Capron, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  is  a  minis¬ 
ter  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
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5SSE  BEKCHLEY.  Among  those  who  came 
to  this  county  in  1853,  and  who  since  that 
time  have  continuously  resided  within  its 
boundaries  and  been  main  factors  in  its  ad¬ 
vancement  and  progress,  is  Mr.  Beechley  of  this 
notice.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  success  in  life  is 
attributable  to  his  own  efforts,  and  to-day  he  is  the 
possessor  of  a  handsome  competency.  He  is  an 
agriculturist  b}'  vocation,  and  has  passed  the  major 
portion  of  his  life  in  following  that  calling.  Ilis 
home  is  pleasantly  located  on  his  fine  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  35,  Linn  Township. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Jacob  K.  and 
Catherine  (Blutcher)  Beechley,  natives  of  the  Key- 
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I  stone  State.  They  were  married  and  settled  in 
Somerset  County,  that  State,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  where 
they  continued  to  reside  until  their  demise,  hers 
occurring  in  1829,  and  his  in  1854.  Jesse  Beechley 
is  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born 
Dec.  7,  1822.  He  passed  his  early  life  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  his  education  there  and  working 
the  while  at  farm  labor,  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old. 

In  1844  our  subject  left  the  State  of  his  nativity, 
and  going  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  worked  by  the 
|  month  on  a  farm  for  one  year.  We  then  hear  of 
him  in  Wayne  County,  that  State,  where  he  is  work¬ 
ing  by  the  month,  and  where  he  continued  to  reside 
for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1  850  he  crossed 
the  plains  to  California,  with  the  hope  of  increasing 
his  exchequer  by  working  in  the  mines.  His  hopes 
were  blasted,  for  on  arriving  in  that  State  he  was 
taken  sick  with  the  ague  and  mountain  fever,  and 
the  following  spring,  1852,  returned  to  New  York, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  there  for  about  a  year,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1853  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  uncul¬ 
tivated  country  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Coming 
to  this  county,  he  lived  in  Mt.  Vernon  about  nine 
months,  and  then  purchased  365  acres  of  land  on 
sections  25,  26  and  35,  Linn  Township.  He  has 
since  continued  to  make  that  township  his  home, 
and  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  of  land  until 
he  is  the  proprietor  of  667  acres,  100  of  which  is 
timber.  He  keeps  from  seventy  to  eighty  head  of 
cattle,  and  fifteen  to  twenty  head  of  horses,  and 
fattens  about  100  head  of  hogs  annually. 

Mr.  Beechley  was  first  married  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  in  the  spring  of  1854,  to  Harriet 
F.  Craig,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  parents  were 
Thomas  and  Catharine  (Schaffer)  Craig,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  They  were 
pioneers  of  this  county  of  1845,  having  settled  in 
Franklin  Township,  where  the}r  both  died.  Har¬ 
riet  F.  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  of  her  par¬ 
ents’  family  of  twelve  children.  She  was  born  in 
Tiffin,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1832,  and  has  borne 
our  subject  three  children — Nathaniel  K.,  Thomas 
C.  and  Maggie  J.  Nathaniel  K.  married  Mary  B. 

!  Woods,  and  they  are  living  in  Cedar  Rapids; 


.  rjf?  r'  r“.C  tt-C*  r-r-c^A 

Hr1  r-HrO-1? 


Thomas  C.  and  Anginett  W.  Hartshorn  were  united 
in  marriage,  and  are  living  in  Linn  Township; 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Palmer,  a  resident  of 
jp  Cedar  Rapids.  Mrs.  Beechley  departed  this  life  in 
}§j  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  in  the  fall  of  1860,  while 
there  on  a  visit.  Our  subject  formed  a  second  mar¬ 
riage  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  Jan.  22,  1863,  Miss  De¬ 
lia,  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Maria  (Alexander) 
Holcomb,  being  the  other  contracting  party.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her  mother 
of  York  State,  and  the  latter  was  a  descendant  of 
Alexander  the  Great.  She  was  of  French  origin, 
and  her  husband  of  English  ancestry.  Mrs.  Beech- 
ley  of  this  second  marriage  was  born  in  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  1828,  and  of  her  union  with 
■l  our  subject  two  children  have  been  born — Hattie 
and  Jesse  H.  Hattie  died  in  infancy,  and  Jesse  II. 
is  living  with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Beechley  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Beechley  has 
held  some  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township,  and 
in  politics  has  voted  the  Republican  ticket  ever 
since  the  party  came  into  existence. 
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departed  this  life  in  peace,  and  their  works  do  fol¬ 
low  them  in  the  worthy  lives  of  their  descendants. 
Our  subject  was  married  in  Fountain  County, 


Ind.,  May  20,  1832.  to  Miss  Nancy  Hazelrigg.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elinore  (Bell)  Hazel- 
rio-a-,  who  were  natives  of  Kentuckv.  Of  this  mar- 
riage  were  born  a  family  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Alexander  Rhoten  was  the  eldest.  She 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  Aug.  28,  1815,  and  by  her 


union  with  Mr.  R.  became  the  mother  of  eleven 


LEXANDER  RHOTEN,  deceased.  The 
subject  of  this  brief  history  was  the  eldest 
son  of  his  father’s  family.  He  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  June  25,  1812,  and  when 
quite  a  young  man  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio.  He  then  left  the  parental  roof  and  went  to 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  thence  to  Kane  County,  Ill., 
in  1836,  returning  a  year  later  to  Indiana,  whither 
}  his  parents  had  in  the  meantime  removed.  Two 
years  later,  in  the  month  of  May,  he  left  his  family 
and  came  to  Jones  County,  Iowa,  remaining  there 
until  1840.  They  subsequently  followed  him,  and 
they  all  remained  in  Jones  County  until  1845, 
when  they  removed  "to  this  county,  and  settled  in 
Brown  Township  on  section  3.  Here  his  life  termi¬ 
nated  on  the  10th  of  August.  I860. 

Alexander  Rhoten  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Alexander)  Rhoten.  The  father  was  of  Irish  and 
the  mother  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  they  reared 
their  family  in  those  old-time  principles  of  truth, 
honor  and  honest}’,  which  are  the  foundations  of 
every  good  impulse  and  every  noble  action.  They 


children — Thomas,  Mary  E.,  Sarah  A.,  Susan,  Me¬ 
linda,  Emily  J.,  John  II..  Ruth  C.  and  Charles  W. ; 
two  died  in  infancy;  Thomas,  Mary  E.,  Melinda 
and  Ruth  C.  are  also  deceased. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Rhoten  was  the 
owner  of  558  acres  of  land.  This  he  largely  ac¬ 
cumulated  by  the  exercise  of  a  native  industry, 
energy  and  economy.  Everything  seemed  to  pros¬ 
per  in  his  hands,  and  it  may  be  truly  said  that  he 
was  fully  worthy  of  the  smiles  which  fortune  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him.  He  aided  greatly  in  furthering 
the  interests  of  his  county  and  community,  and  his 
death  was  greatly  felt  and  deeply  lamented. 

Mrs.  Rhoten  is  the  owner,  in  her  own  right,  of 
420  acres  in  Brown  Township,  and  since  the  de¬ 
cease  of  her  husband  has  superintended  her  farm 
operations  with  remarkable  judgment  and  success. 
She  is  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  lad}7  greatly  re¬ 
spected  in  her  community. 
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THEODORE  HAMBLIN,  J.  P.,  an  esteemed 
citizen  of  Walker  Village,  is  also  a  hardware 
merchant,  carrying  on  a  successful  trade  in 
all  kinds  of  tin  and  iron  ware,  and  commanding  a 
good  patronage.  His  early  years  were  passed  as  a 
farmer  boy,  and  after  he  arrived  at  years  of  man¬ 
hood,  he  resolved  to  take  up  another  branch  of  busi¬ 
ness.  He  accordingly  learned  the  tinner’s  trade, 
and  after  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-three  years 
was  engaged  in  peddling  tinware  for  four  years 
throughout  the  State  of  Iowa.  He  abandoned  this 
for  a  time,  and  purchased  a  stock  of  groceries  and 
dry  goods,  which  he  handled  for  the  succeeding  two 
years  in  Walker.  He  then  sold  out  his  store,  en- 
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gaged  in  the  hardware  business,  and  has  built  up  a 
good  trade,  carrying  a  stock  of  about  $2,; '>00. 

Theodore  Hamlin  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  been  born  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
-5,  1847.  lie  is  the  son  of  George  1*.  and  Maria 
(Schennerhorn)  Hamblin,  also  natives  of  New  York. 
George  P.  Hamblin  was  born  Sept.  16,  1804,  and 
his  wife  in  June,  1814.  They  are  both  still  living, 
having  removed  from  their  native  State  to  Iowa  in 
April,  1865,  where  they  purchased  a  farm  and  were 
greatly  prospered  in  their  labors.  Of  this  union 
there  were  six  children — Eli,  Franklin,  Martha  A., 
Theodore,  Lydia  A.  and  Frederick. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hattie  M.  Lovering,  Nov.  25,  1875.  She 
is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born  March  2,  1857'. 
Her  parents  are  Moses  and  Harriet  (Towle)  Lover¬ 
ing;  the  former  of  whom  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Lover¬ 
ing  was  subsequently  married  to  W.  B.  Edwards, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Walker.  Of  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  child — Herman  B.,  Sept. 
11,  1880. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Ham¬ 
blin  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  40th  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry,  and  was  with  the  several  engagements 
of  his  regiment  during  a  six-months  term  of  service, 
the  most  serious  one  being  at  Memphis  when  Gen. 
Forest  entered  the  city.  Mr.  Hamblin  escaped  with¬ 
out  injury,  but  endured  all  the  fatigues  and  priva¬ 
tions  incident  to  the  ordinary  life  of  a  soldier.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and 
3-  Democratic  in  politics,  lie  is  held  in  much  respect 
by  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  last  ten  years. 
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ASS  MARSH.  The  business  of 

©merchandise  in  a  community  like  Center 
Point  is  always  of  considerable  importance. 
The  man  who  has  the  faculty  to  carry  this  on  suc¬ 
cessfully  becomes  an  important  factor  in  its  general 
prosperity,  and,  indeed,  to  a  certain  extent,  deter¬ 
mines  its  standing.  If  his  judgment  enables  him 
to  select  and  purchase  first-class  articles,  these  arti¬ 
cles  become  disseminated  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity,  and,  becoming  used  to  the  best,  the  people 
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in  1850, 
To  Mr. 
following- 


refuse  to  accept  anything  inferior.  Such  a  mer¬ 
chant  has  been  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  He  has 
dealt  in  a  large  variety  of  merchandise,  including 
everything  required  for  the  household.  This  has 
embraced  both  provisions  and  clothing,  and  all  the 
intermediate  articles  that  one  could  name.  He  es¬ 
tablished  his  business  at  Nos.  12  and  14  State 
street  some  years  since,  and  has  become  almost  in¬ 
dispensable  to  his  , patrons  and  friends. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Muscatine  County,  r  { 
Iowa,  July  2,  1851,  his  parents  being  Warner  and 
Harriet  (Nye)  Marsh.  They  were  natives  of  New 
York  and  Vermont  respectively,  and  removed  to 
this  county  at  an  early  day,  where  they  still  live. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Cass,  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Kldridge 
G.,  Charles  S.,  John  C.  and  Cliloe  A. 

Cass  was  the  oldest  member  of  his  father’s  fam¬ 
ily,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elton  A. 
Holman,  April  17,  1872.  She  was  born 
and  was  reared  by  her  grandparents. 

Marsh  and  wife  have  been  born  the 
named  children:  Eldridge,  Maude  M.,  Arthur, 
Clarence,  Earle,  and  an  infant  named  Herbert.  The 
first  three  died  of  diphtheria  in  1878.  Their  death 
was  attended  with  very  distressing  circumstances, 
all  of  them  being  stricken  down  within  the  space 
of  forty  hours. 

Commencing  business  in  1874,  Mr.  Marsh,  at  the 
end  of  ten  months,  disposed  of  his  business,  sold 
his  building,  and  engaged  at  carpenter  work.  He 
followed  this  for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  resumed  in  part  his  former  occupation, 
combining  with  it  that  of  a  restaurant,  and  con¬ 
tinued  this  until  1875.  He  then  enlarged  his 
sphere  of  operations,  erected  a  frame  store-house, 
and  subsequently  a  fine  brick  block,  consisting  of 
two  stories  and  basement.  The  basement  is  par¬ 
ticularly  fine,  with  a  dressed-stone  floor.  When 
this  was  completed,  in  1882,  he  put  in  a  finely- 
selected  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  is  now 
carrying  on  a  successful  business,  keeping  two 
clerks  constantly  employed.  He  is  evidently  on 
the  high  road  to  prosperity,  is  a  fair  and  square  5 
business  man,  and,  though  still  young  in  years,  has 
made  his  mark  in  the  community  where  he  resides.  1 
He  has  a  large  and  increasing  trade,  and  is  esteemed  } 
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throughout  the  county  for  his  strict  business  princi¬ 
ples  and  upright  character.  lie  is  at  present  car¬ 
rying  a  stock  of  §1 0,000,  and  has  real  estate  valued 
at  the  same  figures!  Ilis  life  has  been  marked  by 
industry  and  strict  attention  to  business;  this  fact 
is  strikingly  apparent  when  it  is  known  that  he 
commenced  business  with  §200.  To  such  men  is 
the  AYest  indebted  for  her  rapid  growth  and  pros- 
perity.  To  such  are  we  indebted  for  the  just  pride 
we  take  in  living  in  this  “  land  of  the  free  and 
home  of  the  brave.” 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed 
in  the  community,  and  a  member  of  the  highest 
standing  in  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Marsh  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  a  man  who  has  always  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  both  local  and  national  affairs. 


R.  A.  AY.  MANCHESTER,  of  AValker,  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  popular 
physicians  of  Linn  County.  He  is  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  born  Jan.  1),  1847,  and 
came  to  Illinois  when  but  a  lad.  He  only  remained 
here  but  a  short  time,  however,  returning  to  New 
England  after  two  years,  and  locating  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years.  He  then 
turned  his  face  westward  once  more,  and  came  into 
Iowa,  where  he  completed  the  education  which  he 
had  begun  in  the  East,  by  attendance  at  Cornell 
College.  He  studied  medicine  with  II.  AA*.  Sig- 
worth  at  AA  aubeck,  Iowa,  for  about  three  years, 
and  also  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  Iowa  City. 
He  was  a  close  student,  and  deeply  interested  in 
the  intricacies  of  his  future  calling.  He  began  his 
practice  at  AYalker,  which  he  has  continued  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  twelve  years,  building  up  a  large  pat¬ 
ronage  and  securing  hosts  of  personal  friends. 

Dr.  Manchester  and  Miss  Alice  Barnes  were  uni¬ 
ted  in  marriage,  May  19,  1875.  Airs.  AI.  was  born 
in  Stephenson  County,  Ill.,  Alay  31,  1857,  and  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children — George  E.  and 
Gifford  AY. ;  the  latter  is  deceased. 

Dr.  Manchester  built  the  first  drug-store  in  this 
village  twelve  years  ago.  He  has  accumulated 
considerable  property,  and  has  a  comfortable  home¬ 
stead  in  AYalker.  He  is  a  practitioner  of  the  regu- 
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lar  school,  and  is  well-read  and  scientific  in  his 
practice.  Politically  he  votes  uniformly  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

Dr.  Alanchester  is  known  far  and  wide,  and  his 
many  friends  will  be  gratified  upon  seeing  his  por¬ 
trait  in  this  volume.  He  may  justly  be  classed 
among  the  representative  professional  gentlemen  of 
this  county. 


OIIN  PUGH  is  Superintendent  and  proprie 
tor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel  at  Troy  Alills,  Linn 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
landlords  in  this  part  of  the  Hawkeye  State, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  March  12, 

1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Dorcas  (Glascow) 

Pugh,  also  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Jacob  Pugh 
was  born  in  1770,  and  died  in  1820,  at  the  a«e  of 
fift3’-six  years ;  his  wife  was  ten  years  his  junior, 
and  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  18G5.  The 
household  circle  included  eleven  children :  Enoch, 

Nancy,  Penina,  Dorcas,  Jacob.  Thomas,  Jessie  (de¬ 
ceased),  one  died  in  infancy  unnamed,  Lydia,  Mary 
and  John. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  father’s  family,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  married  to  Airs.  Charlotte  Thurston  in  1854, 
bjr  whom  he  had  four  children,  named  as  follows : 
Charles,  Edmund  B..  Harriet  and  Sarah  Ellen. 

Charles  and  Sarah  Ellen  are  deceased.  Air.  Pugh 
was  again  married,  Feb.  24.  18G7,  to  Aliss  Temper-  [ip 
ance  Harvey.  She  was  a  native  of  Illinois,  born 
Nov.  17,  1841.  Her  parents  were  Henry  S.  and 
Rachel  (Ellis)  Harvey,  natives  of  the  Prairie  State.  1® 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children.  The  PP 
father  departed  this  life  in  1847,  and  his  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  twenty -nine  years,  dying  in  New  Alex- 
ico  in  1876. 

Of  the  marriage  of  Air.  and  Airs.  John  Pugh  four 
children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  are  living 
— Harley,  Alice  and  Alay;  the  one  deceased  was 
named  Alay. 

Air.  Pugh  came  to  Iowa  while  it  was  yet  a  Ter¬ 
ritory,  and  with  his  characteristic  energy  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted 
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home,  lie  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  hut 
temperate  and  gentlemanly  in  the  expression  of  his 
views.  He  is  a  strong  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  sincere  believer  in  the  principles  enunciated  by 
Robert  Ingersoll.  lie  is  honorable  and  upright  in 
his  dealings,  and  endeavors,  to  the  best  of  his  abil¬ 
ity,  to  do  unto  others  as  he  would  that  they  should 
do  unto  him. 

Besides  the  hotel  building  and  the  ground  upon 
which  it  stands,  Mr.  Pugh  is  the  possessor  of  250 
acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He  keeps  a  first-class 
public  house,  which  is  the  resort  of  the  best  class  of 
travelers  in  this  section. 

As  one  of  the  leading  and  most  enterprising  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  county,  the  publishers  take  pleasure 
in  including  in  the  galaxy  of  portraits  of  represent¬ 


ative  citizens  given  in  this  volume,  that  of  Mr. 


Pugh. 
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Xpringville,  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business. 
This  was  not  to  his  liking,  and  after  continuing  it 
for  about  ten  months  he  traded  his  stock  of  goods 
for  ninety  acres  on  section  36,  Brown  lownship. 
On  this  he  settled  with  his  family  and  has  there 
lived  until  the  present  time.  lie  has  good  im¬ 
provements  on  his  place,  and  has  increased  his 
estate  by  a  subsequent  purchase  until  he  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  the  proprietor  of  160  acres. 

Mr.  Reid  was  married  in  Brown  Township,  Feb. 
3,  1 370,  to  Miss  Augusta  X.  Woodard,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Jane  M.  (Bassett)  \V  oodard,  natives 
of  Delaware  County.  N.  Y.  Her  parents  emigrated 
from  that  Xtate  to  Michigan  about  1836,  settling- 
in  Branch  County,  where  the  father  lived  and  la¬ 
bored  as  an  agriculturist  until  his  death,  in  1852. 
Her  mother  survives  and  is  living  in  Ogle  County, 
Ill.,  and  of  the  parental  union  four  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom,  Augusta  and  Adalbert,  yet  sur- 
i  vive.  Mrs.  Reid  was  born  in  Batavia,  Branch  Co., 


Mich.,  Feb.  10,  1845,  and  of  her  union  with  our 


fiftOHN  REID,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  this 
county,  residing  on  section  36,  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  is  an  offspring  of  James  and  Martha 
Reid,  natives  of  “  the  land  o’  cakes  and 
heather.”  They  came  to  the  United  Xtates  in  1850, 


and  making  their  way  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  the 


father  followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer  until  his 
death,  in  1869.  His  good  wife  survives  him,  and 
the  children  born  of  their  union  who  lived  to  attain 
the  age  of  man  and  womanhood  were  four  in  num¬ 
ber — Andrew,  John,  Catherine  and  James. 

John  Reid  was  born  in  “  Bonnie  ”  Scotland,  May 
14,  1839,  and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  par¬ 
ents  crossed  the  briny  waters  to  find  a  home  in  the 
United  States.  Living  with  the  old  folk  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  then  farmed  in  Ogle 
County  two  years.  He  then  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  92d 
Ill.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  fought  in  defense  of  the  cause  of 


subject  seven  children  have  been  born,  and  named 
Jennie  M.,  Cuyler,  Arthur  J.,  Irvin  \\  .,  Eugene  N., 
Harry  A.  and  Guy  A. 

Mr.  Reid  has  been  Road  Commissioner  and  School 
Director  of  his  township.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  IL,  belonging  to  William  Carbee  Post, 
No.  270.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  our 
subject  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
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the  Union  for  three  years.  At  the  battle  of  Jones¬ 
boro  he  was  wounded  by  a  minie-ball  in  the 
right  side,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  confined 
to  the  hospital  for  four  months.  Receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  he  returned  to  Ogle  County, 
where  he  again  entered  upon  the  peaceful  pursuits 
of  life,  and  was  occupied  in  farming  until  1869. 
He  then  came  to  this  county  and,  locating  at 


LMER  I).  NEAL,  a  lifelong  resident  of  this 
county,  well-to-do  farmer,  and  a  respected 
and  honored  citizen  of  Linn  Township,  is  a 
son  of  Chancy  Neal,  a  pioneer  of  this  county.  Mr. 
Neal  of  this  notice  is  pleasantly  located  on  his  tine 
farm  on  section  33,  Linn  Township,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  laboring  at  a  vocation  he  has  followed 
during  life,  and  in  which  he  is  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess.  Our  subject’s  mother  was  Jane  (Clark)  Neal, 
and  both  parents  are  yet  living  and  reside  in  Linn 
Township.  They  were  natives  of  New  York  and 
Ohio  respectively,  and  for  a  further  history  of 
their  lives  the  reader  is  referred  to  their  biography 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


Elmer  D.  Neal  was  born  in  Linn  Township,  this 
county,  May  4,  1850.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  log  school-house  so  common  in  the  early 
history  of  a  county,  and  continued  to  reside  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  man¬ 
hood.  He  then  rented  land  of  his  father  for  two 
years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1874  located  on  section 
33,  Linn  Township,  where  he  now  owns  eighty 
acres  of  good  and  productive  land.  He  also  is  the 
proprietor  of  107  acres  in  Franklin  Township,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  1 87  acres.  On  his  home  place  lie 
has  erected  a  good  residence  of  modern  architect¬ 
ure,  together  with  a  good  barn  and  other  necessary 
out-buildings,  and  has  brought  his  land  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Neal  was  married  in  the  township  of  his  na¬ 
tivity,  Jan.  4,  1874,  and  the  lady  who  captivated 
him  with  her  charms  and  transformed  his  life  from 
that  of  single  blessedness  into  one  of  a  Benedict, 
was  Miss  Amanda  E.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Bressler)  Hoover.  They  are  residents  of 
Lisbon,  and  her  father  has  retired  from  the  active 
labors  of  life.  Mrs.  Neal  was  born  in  Lisbon,  Nov. 
16,  1  852,  and  has  borne  our  subject  four  children — 
Edgar  D.,  Bertie  H.,  Benjamin  C.  and  Mabel  A. 
Mr.  Neal  was  Township  Assessor  for  four  years, 
and  is  still  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  He  also 
Held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  one  year,  and 
in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
surroundings  and  stock  of  Mr.  Neal  is  shown  on 
another  page. 


NDREW  L.  HUTCHINS,  an  honored  pio¬ 
neer  and  representative  citizen  of  Walker, 
Linn  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  having  been  born  in  Orleans,  Jeffer¬ 
son  Co.,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of 
Noah  and  Bhcebe  A.  (Tanner)  Hutchins.  Noah 
Hutchins  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1804,  and  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  La  Motte,  Jackson  County,  and  after¬ 
ward  in  Anamosa,  Jones  County,  where  he  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  Feb.  5,  1884.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  a  worthy  and  highly  esteemed 


citizen.  Mrs.  Phoebe  A.  Hutchins  was  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1813.  She  accom¬ 
panied  her  husband  to  Iowa,  and  is  still  living  in 
this  State.  They  were  both  connected  by  member¬ 
ship  with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  and 
Noah  Hutchins,  politically,  was  a  stanch  Demo¬ 
crat.  Previous  to  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  he  had  been  married  to  Miss  Achsali 
Davis,  when  he  was  only  eighteen  years  old.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  four  children,  the 
mother  dying  in  1832.  Of  this  second  union  were 
also  four  children,  as  follows :  Charles  T.,  Andrew 
I,.,  Achsali  M. ;  Lucy  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  and  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  thirty -eight, 
Oct.  24,  1872. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  he  attained  to  manhood,  assisting  his  par¬ 
ents  at  home  and  attending  the  public  schools.  In 
early  manhood  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Ryan,  Nov.  6,  1856.  Mrs.  Hutchins  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  born  July  27,  1839,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Hunt)  Ryan,  of  Irish 
and  English  ancestry,  respectively.  The  parental 
family  consisted  of  three  children — Lottie  E.,  Ger¬ 
trude  and  Philo  L.  Miss  Lettie  E.  Hutchins  is  a 
teacher  at  Telluride,  San  Miguel  Co.,  Col.;  Philo 
L.  is  a  clerk  in  the  leading  dry-goods  house  in  the 
village  of  Walker;  he  married  Miss  Anna  Bell  Sen¬ 
sor,  Sept.  16,  1884;  she  was  a  native  of  Fayette 
County,  Iowa.  Philo  L.  graduated  at  the  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  Commercial  School  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  years.  There  are  few  young  men  in  any  com¬ 
munity  who  stand  as  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  for  industry,  integrity  and  sobriety  as  does 
this  young  man.  Mrs.  Hutchins  has  taught  twenty- 
eight  terms  of  school  and  is  at  present  a  teacher  in 
this  place.  She  is  a  lady  who  is  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  b}r  all  who  know  her,  for  her  many  womanly 
traits  and  virtues. 

Mr.  Hutchins  came  to  Iowa  in  1856,  locating  in 
Jackson  County,  and  resided  there  for  six  years, 
thence  removed  to  Wright  County,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  one  year,  and  then  returned  to 
Jones  Count}’,  where  he  remained  five  years.  He 
then  removed  to  La  Motte,  Jackson  County,  re¬ 
maining  there  until  1876,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  and  came  into  the  town  of  Walker.  He 


m 


til 


m 

II  f:i 


INI 
I  ill 
INI 


I 


:Ufi 


umixm; 


m 


prxxjxxxxyg 


rrm  rr.i a 


- ririnnnauriainx*|; 

H 

1 1  r  1 1 1  n  j  :  1 1 1 1 1  iriiiixin* 


PI' 

Ml 


is  now  engaged  in  tin*  livery  business,  having  a 
stable  of  fourteen  head  of  horses,  and  a  choice  as¬ 
sortment  of  fine  carriages  and  other  vehicles.  lie 
is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  line  cattle,  and 
has  eight  head  of  pure-blood  Jerseys,  as  handsome 
animals  as  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 
The  chief  of  the  herd  is  “  Fred  C.,”  who  is  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  herd  books.  In  his  stables  are  two 
fine  stallions  of  the  llambletonian  stock,  the  others 
being  Clyde  and  lUackhawk.  Mr.  Hutchins  seems 
peculiarly  fitted  for  this  branch  of  business,  hav¬ 
ing  a  fine  eye  for  symmetry,  and  more  than  ordin¬ 
ary  good  judgment  in  the  selection,  breeding  and 
treatment  of  fine  stock. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  Mr.  Hutchins  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Trowel,  No.  4!),  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
a  demitted  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics 
he  is  an  energetic  Republican,  and  supports  the 
principles  of  that  party  uniformly,  by  his  vote  and 
his  influence.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  is  honorable  and 
upright  in  his  business  transactions.  He  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  valued  members  of  his  commu¬ 
nity,  whose  opinion  is  always  solicited  upon  mat¬ 
ters  of  importance,  and  whose  judgment  is  held  in 
the  highest  respect. 

URTIS  G.  SMITH.  Among  the  well-to  do 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  this  count}', 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  residing  on  his 
fine  and  productive  farm  on  section  27,  Brown 
Township.  He  is  a  pioneer  of  Linn  County,  and 
since  a  resident  here  has  been  actively  interested 
in  the  agricultural  development  of  the  county,  and 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation  has  met  with  far 
more  than  ordinary  success.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Smith  were  Samuel  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Bear)  Smith. 
-  -•_>*  The  father  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
and  the  mother  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
i  The  parents  were  married  in  the  latter  State  and 
first  settled  in  Wayne  County,  removing  thence  to 
Delaware  County,  and  subsequently  to  Morgan 
i  j  County,  and  finally  to  Washington,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  until  they  came  to  this  county.  The 
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father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Salem,  Ohio,  and  in  June,  1855,  came  to  this  coun¬ 
ty,  making  the  journey  overland  with  teams.  He 
started  the  last  day  of  April,  that  year,  and  arrived 
in  this  county  June  6,  following,  and  made  settle¬ 
ment  in  Brown  Township,  on  1G0  acres  of  land, 
located  on  section  27,  which  he  purchased.  Con¬ 
tinuing  to  reside  on  this  place,  during  which  time 
he  was  busily  occupied  in  its  improvement  and  cul¬ 
tivation,  from  June,  1855,  till  March,  1864,  he 
then  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon,  and  there  lived  a  re¬ 
tired  life  until  the  fall  of  the  latter  year,  when  he 
died,  his  demise  taking  place  Oct.  17,  1864.  His 
wife  survives  and  is  living  at  Slater,  Mo.  Of  the 
eleven  children  born  of  their  union,  the  names  are 
as  follows:  Maria  A.,  Spencer,  Martin  B.,  Rebecca 
.J.,  Curtis  G.,  Milo  P.,  Erastus  F.,  Belle  M.,  George 
M.,  William  II.  and  Roxanna  L. 

Curtis  G.  Smith  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  March  21,  1834.  He  attended  the  common 
schools,  where  he  received  a  good  English  educa¬ 
tion,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  eight¬ 
een  years  old.  He  then  learned  the  harness- 
maker’s  trade,  after  which  he  followed  it  for  one 
year,  and  then  procuring  a  team  he  engaged  in 
freighting  in  Washington  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
thus  occupied  for  about  two  years.  He  came  to 
this  State  with  his  father  in  June,  1855,  and  for  the 
first  six  months  was  engaged  in  breaking  prairie, 
during  season,  and  in  the  fall  operated  a  threshing- 
machine.  That  same  year  he  entered  a  tract  of 
land  in  Tama  County,  and  afterward  traded  it  for 
land  in  Marion  Township,  this  county.  He  bought 
and  sold  several  tracts  of  land  in  Marion  and  Brown 
Townships,  and  finally  located  on  an  eighty-acre 
tract  in  Brown  Township,  on  section  8.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  on  this  place  for  about  a  year  and  a 
half,  then  sold  it  and  removed  to  section  16,  and 
was  there  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
about  a  year. 

In  January,  1864,  our  subject  settled  on  the  old 
homestead  o‘f  his  father,  which  he  subsequently 
purchased  and  continued  to  reside  upon  until  1871, 
when  he  rented  the  place,  moved  to  Springville, 
and  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock.  He 
was  interested  in  the  latter  business  for  about  three 
years,  and  during  a  portion  of  this  time  was  in 
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partnership  with  J.  S.  Butler  and  John  Rogers.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  returned  to  his  farm, 
where  he  has  since  lived  and  been  successful  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil.  He  is  the  owner  of  120  acres  of 
valuable  land  with  good  appurtenances  and  here¬ 
ditaments. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Jones  County,  Iowa, 
Nov.  18,  1860,  to  Margaret  H.  Johnston.  Her 
parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (Patterson)  Johnston, 
and  a  sketch  of  their  lives  is  given  in  connection 
with  the  biography  of  William  Wilson,  elsewhere 
to  be  found  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Feb.  25,  1840.  She  was  six 
years  of  age  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
this  State,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  five 
children  have  been  born — Nellie  B.,  Lulu  M.,  Anna 
G.,  Fannie  B.  and  Carrie  A.  Lulu  M.  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  W.  Cochran  and  they  are  residents  of 
this  county.  Anna  G.  is  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  Nellie,  Fannie  and  Carrie  are  living  at 
home. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Springville  Lodge, 
No.  139,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  connected  with 
Lodge  No.  27,  Patmos  Commandery  and  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  10,  of  Marion.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican  with  ideas  inclined  toward 
prohibition. 
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ILAS  WEBB.  Among  the  influential  farm¬ 
ers  of  Washington  Township  the  subject  of 
our  notice  occupies  a  prominent  position. 
He  is  finely  located  on  section  3,  and  his 
J  S  homestead  ranks  among  the  first  in  Linn  County  in 
|||  point  of  beauty  of  location,  and  handsome  sur- 
pf  roundings.,  Mr.  Webb  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of 
1852,  and  located  near  Marion,  the  county  seat  of 

Linn  Countv,  where  he  resided  for  about  thirteen 
” 

jig  years.  He  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1865. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  native  of  In- 
‘  diana  and  was  born  in  Johnson  Count}",  Nov.  13, 
■  1839,  bis  parents  being  John  W.  and  Elizabeth 
:  (Tracy)  Webb,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father 
was  born  Sept.  6,  1813,  and  is  still  living  near  Mar- 
:  ion,  this  county.  The  mother  was  born  in  1819, 
and  still  lingers  by  her  husband’s  side.  Twelve 


children  came  to  bless  their  union,  only  one  of 
whom  is  deceased.  The  record  is  as  follows: 
Mary  L.  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Martin  Moore; 
Milas,  our  subject,  was  the  second  child;  Amanda 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Oxley,  whose  biogra- 
phy  will  be  found  upon  another  page  of  this  work; 
Pearson  married  Miss  Lottie  Jordan;  he  died  in 
1883,  by  which  two  young  daughters  were  be¬ 
reaved  of  their  father’s  care ;  Margaret  J.  became 
the  wife  of  Milton  Oxley;  Malissa  A.;  John  T. ; 
Josephine;  Charles  B.  married  Miss  Annie  Ad¬ 
ams;  Caroline,  Florence  and  Annie. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Milas  1\  ebb  with  Miss 
Sophia  Bunning  was  celebrated  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1865.  Mrs.  Webb  is  a  native  of  Muskingum 
County,  Ohio,  born  July  11,  1839,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Edwards)  Bunting, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  respectively. 
Her  father  was  born  Jan.  29,  1804,  and  died  Aug. 
29,  1881,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  Her  mother,  Mary  Bunting,  was  four  years 
the  junior  of  her  husband,  her  birth  occurring  May 
11,  1808;  she  is  still  living.  The  family  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bunting  embraced  ten  children,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased.  James  was  a  soldier  during 
the  late  war  and  died  in  the  service,  of  measles. 
After  him  came  Eli,  Amelia  A.,  Mary,  Ellen, 
Sophia,  M.  E.  (who  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors),  John  W„  Maggie,  Fannie  and  Cor¬ 
nelius.  The  subject  of  our  notice  is  the  father  of 
one  child,  a  son — John  F.,  born  Feb.  27,  1866,  and 
attended  the  High  School  at  Center  Point. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Webb  comprises  203| 
acres  of  as  fine  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  State 
of  Iowa.  He  has  done  everything  that  a  wise  judg¬ 
ment  and  ample  means  afford  for  its  embellishment. 
In  addition  to  the  dwelling-house  he  has  erected, 
there  is  also  a  commodious  barn,  36x70  feet,  whose 
foundation  is  an  excellent  basement  for  stabling 
purposes,  which  is  now  occupied  by  sixteen  horses. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  is  the  proud  possessor  of  “  Star  Duke, 
of  Royal  Brompton  pedigree,  from  Scotland.  Other 
limb-grade  animals  adorn  his  stables,  and  he  is 
making  a  specialty  of  different  grades  of  fine  stock. 
His  farming  appliances  are  convenient  and  com¬ 
plete.  and  his  out-buildings  and  farm  machineij 


iH 


..  -'5 

KiiiJ  uxu  lurijiiuniu  n  mu 

■PI  IkTTTT-  “■  •  ...  r:  i .■  rv.-r . 


hmmiiinimxiimuxm 


JrTTnf  m»  n  t'itnTi  it  irrmYtr 


TIE3 


uinmminmmnm 

r.trr - 


•  •  M  •  u  t  IX!/ !-!  1  l.i!,umu!ww»  ■  ■ 

IIIXIXXIIXIlIXlXXXIlXIXIXIlXjE 


111  »-»«  ■ 

rr  i  mTTTiTmn  t»  i  r  tit  nrir;  rn 


LINN  COUNTY. 


mv  all  first-class,  and  of  the  latest  improved  style. 

Politically  Mr.  Webb  endorses  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he  faithfully 
casts  his  vote  whenever  opportunity  occurs,  lie  is 
an  esteemed  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
his  amiable  partner  is  a  member  in  excellent  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 


T  El’ll  UN  DUNBAR.  The  firm  of  Dunbar 
A  Son  comprises  one  of  the  most  success¬ 
ful  and  enterprising  of  any  in  the  little  city 
of  Center  Point.  They  carry  on  a  large 
trade  in  dry-goods  of  all  descriptions,  provisions, 
and  all  other  articles  necessary  for  the  household, 
and  the  establishment  is  considered  a  very  import¬ 
ant  one  in  the  community.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm,  and  the  house  is  prom¬ 
inently  located  on  Main  street.  Our  subject  is  a 
native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Geneva  in  1836.  His  parents 
were  Stephen  and  Maria  (Rice)  Dunbar,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Empire  State.  His  father  was  born  in 


about  1880.  Selecting  his  location  in  this  town, 
he  energetically  set  himself  to  work  to  accumulate 
;i  desirable  stock,  and  by  his  fair  dealings  and  strict 
honesty  he  obtained  a  fine  trade,  securing  friends 
and  patrons  all  over  the  township,  besides  extend¬ 
ing  his  operations  into  the  county.  1  lie  firm  now 
carries  a  stock  of  some  $7,000.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  the 
owner  of  the  brick  building  which  he  occupies.  It 
comprises  an  area  of  20  x  60  feet,  with  two  stories 
and  basement,  and  is  supplied  with  all  conveniences 
and  appliances  necessary  to  the  prosecution  ot  a 
successful  business,  and  everything  in  and  about  it 
indicates  system,  order  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  Dunbar  is  not  at  present  connected  with  any 
church  organization,  but  is  the  possessor  of  those 
strict  moral  principles  which  induce  him  to  follow 
the  precepts  of  the  Golden  Rule,  and  deal  with  his 
fellow-men  in  an  upright  and  honorable  manuei. 
As  a  result  of  this  he  possesses  their  highest  respect 
and  esteem,  and  may  be  classed  as  one  of  the  solid 
and  substantial  citizens  of  this  township.  He  in¬ 
dorses  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  an  intelligent  and  lively  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  at 
laree. 
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lungs.  The  mother  was  born  in  1813,  and  died  in 
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1878.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
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all  still  living, and  named  as  follows:  Alfred,  Car- 
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oline,  Stephen,  Joshua,  Martha,  Mary  J.,  Maria, 

Annie,  Edward. 

Stephen  Dunbar  married  Miss  Almira  Fitzgerald, 
a  lady  of  Irish  extraction,  born  in  Lower  Canada 
in  January,  1835.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  viz.:  Inez  D.  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Davis,  and  the}'  have  one  child,  Iva;  Allen  E.  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Bartleson,  and 
Elvin  H.,  still  unmarried. 

Our  subject  learned  the  tinner’s  trade  in  Wis¬ 
consin  in  1852,  in  which  occupation  he  continued 
for  about  ten  years,  and  carried  on  business  for 
himself.  After  a  successful  experience  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  change  his  occupation,  and  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  dry-goods  business,  which  he  followed 
for  about  twelve  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his 
real  estate,  reduced  his  stock  of  goods,  and  shipped 
the  balance  to  this  place,  which  transaction  occurred 


j  ACOB  BLUE  BAUGH,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Monroe  Township,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
foremost  farmers,  was  born  in  Adams 
County,  Fa.,  Feb.  16,  1829.  He  is  the  son 
oi^Jacob  and  Mary  (Noel)  Bluebaugh,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  The  father  was  born  in 
1800,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1870.  His  wife  ; 
was  born  in  1805,  and  she  also  died  in  1870.  1  hey 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely,  Catharine. 
Susanna,  Sophia,  Mary,  George  and  Jacob. 

Jacob  Bluebaugh  married  Miss  Catharine  Ment- 
zer,  Oct.  8,  1857.  She  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Fa.,  Oct.  18,  1835.  Her  parents  were  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Wiles)  Mentzer,  natives  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  The  father  was  born  April  18,  1807.  and  died 
July  3,  1867,  aged  sixty  years,  two  months  and 
twenty  days;  the  mother  w'as  born  Jan.  9,  1810, 
and  died  June  16,  1878,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
seven  months  and  seven  days.  I  hey  had  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased;  their 
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i mines  are  Catharine,  Jacob,  Samuel,  Benjamin, 
George,  David,  James,.  John  and  Elizabeth.  The 
L  parents  of  Mrs.  Bluebaugh  removed  to  Iowa  in 
1857,  locating  in  Monroe  Township,  where  the}'  re¬ 
mained  until  their  deaths.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluebaugh 
have  three  children,  as  follows:  Alice  A.,  born 
July  1G,  1858,  and  married  Elias  Snyder  Dec.  31, 
1876;  Ida  E.,  born  Oct.  23,  18G1,  married  Kurtz 
Miller,  Nov.  24,  1885,  and  Jennie  B.,  born  May  4. 
1864,  married  David  W.  Miller,  Dec.  31,  1884. 

Mr.  Bluebaugh  has  257|  acres  of  fine  land,  on 
which  are  two  dwelling-houses  and  two  barns.  The 
land  is  well  improved,  and  shows  the  careful  man- 
ill  agement  of  the  owner.  The  home,  situated  on  sec¬ 
tion  20,  is  an  attractive  one  in  every  sense. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluebaugh  are  members  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they  have  been 
connected  eighteen  and  twenty  years,  respectively. 
Their  congregation  has  a  membership  of  some 
eighty -five  souls.  In  politics  Mr.  Bluebaugh  is  a 
Republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluebaugh  show  forth 
in  their  daily  life  the  beauty  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Gospel.  They  have,  as  they  deserve,  the  good¬ 
will  and  cordial  friendship  of  the  entire  commu- 
1  "  nity  in  which  they  live,  and  their  record  through 
life  is  one  of  which  their  children  may  well  be 
proud. 


NDREW  J.  REID  is  a  pioneer  settler  o 
Iowa,  having  come  into  the  State  in  1851. 
Ill  16  He  first  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  afterward 
jj  in  Fairfax  Township.  The  country  was 

wild  and  new  when  he  located  in  the  latter-men- 
tioned  township,  and  in  common  with  the  few  set¬ 
tlers  located  at  intervals  around  him,  he  cheerfully 
shared  the  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  that 
}g£  early  period.  Of  these  struggles  the  present  gen¬ 
eration  can  form  no  adequate  idea,  and  in  no  man¬ 
ner  can  they  realize  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
indebted  for  their  present  enjoyment  of  a  high 
}|3  civilization,  to  those  who  were  the  vanguard  and 
the  forerunners. 

Mr.  Reid  is  finely  located  on  his  comfortable 

i  homestead,  which  comprises  120  acres  lying  on 

|  section  5,  all  well  improved,  well  stocked,  and  sup- 
lii 
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plied  with  a  fine  dwelling  and  excellent  out-build¬ 
ings,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  He  was  born  in  the  crab  orchard  re¬ 
gions  of  Kentucky,  June  23,  1823.  His  father 
bore  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  also  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  came  { 
of  stanch  Irish  ancestry  and  parentage,  and  in  early 
manhood  married  Miss  Catharine  Laywell,  also  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  of  Dutch  and  Welsh  ancestry. 
They  finally  removed  to  Indiana,  where  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  reared,  and  removing  from  their 
first  settlement,  three  years  later,  located  in  Boone 
County,  where  the  mother  died  in  1879,  at  the 
good  old  age  of  eighty  years.  She  survived  her 
husband  for  some  years,  he  having  died  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  Ind.,  about  1845.  He  was  stricken 
down  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  his  cteath  was  a  loss 
to  his  community,  and  irreparable  to  his  family. 
The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Andrew  J.  Reid  of  this  notice  was  carefully 
trained,  and  inherited  the  good  qualities  of  both 
parents.  He  was  a  young  man  of  high  moral  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  in  early  manhood  was  looked  upon  as 
possessing  those  qualities  which  have  since  devel¬ 
oped  so  largely  within  him,  and  entitle  him  to  be 
classed  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  than 
which  no  better  or  greater  title  could  be  applied  to 
any  man.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  in  1845,  when  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Emeline  Sayers.  She  was  a  native  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  and  departed  this  life  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  after  becoming  the  mother  of  five  children, 
only  one  of  whom  is  living,  a  daughter,  Rosey, 
the  wife  of  Amos  Ambrose,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Taylor  County,  Iowa. 

In  due  time  after  the  death  of  his  first  partner, 
Mr.  Reid  contracted  a  second  marriage,  in  1856, 
with  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Mary  Clarke.  She  is  a 
native  of  Vermont,  born  in  1835,  and  came  to  Iowa 
with  her  parents  when  she  was  a  child  of  five  years 
old.  They  departed  this  life  at  Shellsburg,  Benton 
County.  By  this  union  five  more  children  have 
been  added  to  the  household  of  our  subject :  George 
W.  is  a  miner  in  Idaho  Territory;  Frank  C.  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Alice  Haynes,  and  they  are  residents  of 
Marshall  County,  Kan.,  having  two  children — Ray- 
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mond  and  Myron;  William  15.  is  carrying  on  a 
farm  in  Kansas  with  his  brother  Frank;  Lewis 
A.  is  at  home,  and  is  assisting  his  father  with 
the  labors  of  the  farm;  Jessie  P.  is  also  living  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Reid  is  a  straight  Republican. 


ENRY  RITZE,  one  of  the  finest  farmers  in 


Linn  County,  now  residing  on  section  10, 
Otter  Creek  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  having  been  born  in  Hanover,  that 
m  ountry,  Kept.  9,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry 
1  and  Mary  (Malona)  Ritze,  also  natives  of  Hanover. 
Both  parents  are  now  deceased.  They  had  several 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Frederick, 
Henry,  William,  Augustus,  Dora,  Mena,  Tena  and 
Louisa.  Only  three  are  living  at  the  present  time. 
Henry  Ritze,  our  subject,  served  an  apprentice- 


jji  ship  of  four  years  at  the  milling  trade  in  Germany, 
M  and  removed  to  America  in  1850.  He  came  alone, 


landing  at  New  York  City,  and  proceeded  at  once 


to  Chicago,  remaining  in  Cook  County  for  four 
if!  ’sears,  working  on  a  farm  at  810  a  month.  In  1854 
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he  came  to  Iowa,  and  entered  eighty  acres  of  land 


He  then 


1=,  on  section  1G,  Otter  Creek  Township. 

went  to  Du  Page  County,  Ill.,  where,  in  the  same 
Sir-  ear,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Dora  Flege.  She  was 
born  Feb.  5,  1838,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and  at 
the  age  of  six  years  came  with  her  parents  to 
America.  Their  names  were  Henry  and  Dora 
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(Kleinsehmidt)  Flege,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead. 


b  They  had  two  children — Louisa,  who  married  Ded- 
rick  Gray,  and  lives  in  Du  Page  County,  Ill.,  and 


Dora,  wife  of  our  subject. 


Mr.  R.  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Their  names  are  as 
follows:  William  II.  married  Miss  Emma  Kolb, 


and  they  have  three  children;  Augustus  married 
Miss  Ida  Struchen,  and  they  have  one  child;  Mary 
A.  became  the  wife  of  Chris  Struchen ;  Jacob,  Al- 
bert,  Sarah,  Emma,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the 
,  age  of  fourteen. 

Mr.  Ritze  is  the  owner  of  310  acres  of  fine  land, 


under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  well  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  German  language,  and  is  very  influen¬ 
tial  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Church  Trustee.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  farming  venture,  and  his  love  for  the  beautiful 
has  led  him  to  adorn  his  home,  which  everywhere 
shows  evidence  of  his  good  taste  and  practical  skill. 
As  already  stated,  lie  has  a  wide  influence  in  the 
community,  and  is  a  leader  in  public  affairs. 
Strictly  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  courteous  to  all, 
those  who  know  him  repose  in  him  unbounded  con¬ 
fidence. 


ENJAM1N  F.  BEACH.  As  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  agricultural  class  of  Linn  Coun- 
I  ty,  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  few 
facts  connected  with  the  life  of  the  subject 
of  this  notice.  His  parents  were  John  and  Lydia 
(Long)  Beach,  and  were  born  in  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  the  father  in  1 826 r and  the  mother  Nov.  5, 
1828.  They  were  married  March  1, 1849,  and  set¬ 
tling  in  Knox  ’  County,  they  continued  to  reside 
there  until  their  removal  to  Illinois  in  1854,  thence 
to  Indiana  in  1855,  in  which  latter  State  the 
father  died  in  1856.  His  good  wife,  our  subject’s 
mother,  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  formed  a  sec¬ 
ond  marriage,  Henry  Cole  being  the  other  con¬ 
tracting  party.  She  lived  with  him  in  Ohio  until 
his  death,  and  continue!  to  remain  in  that  State 
until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  she  came  to  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  Linn  County,  where  she  is  at  present  residing 
with  her  son,  Stephen  E.  Cole.  Of  the  union  of 
our  subject’s  parents,  three  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  born,  and  by  her  second  marriage  there  were 
four  children,  two  daughters  and  two  sons. 

Benjamin  F.  Beach  is  a  native  of  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  Dec.  11,  1849.  He  attended 
the  district  school  of  his  native  State  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  also  working  on  the  farm  a 
part  of  the  time.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  left 
his  native  State  and,  coming  to  this  county,  settled 
in  Linn  Township.  He  has  known  no  other  voca¬ 
tion  in  life  than  that  of  a  farmer,  and  to-day  is  the 
owner  of  204  acres  of  good  and  valuable  land,  a 
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goodly  portion  of  it  being  tillable.  He  has  a  fine 
farm  and  keeps  about  forty  head  of  cattle  and  ten 
head  of  horses  on  his  place,  and  fattens  about  fifty 
head  of  hogs  for  the  market  annually. 

Mr.  Beach  was  married  on  the  10  th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1872,  to  Lucy  E.  Busenbarrick,  the  cere¬ 
mony  being  performed  in  Linn  Township.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  Busenbarrick,  whose 
biography  is  given  in  another  part  of  this  work. 
The  birth  of  Mrs.  Beach  took  place  Jan.  1,  1854, 
in  Linn  Township,  and  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  five  children,  by  her  union  with  our  subject. 
The  names  of  the  children  are,  John  F.,  Frederick 
T.,  Lydia  A.,  Myra  M.  and  Richard  J.  Mr.  Beach 
has  held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  town¬ 
ship.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

THOMAS  HARRISON,  one  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Linn  County,  formerly  a  lumber¬ 
man  in  Pennsylvania,  and  now  residing  on 
section  21,  Monroe  Township,  was  born  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  24,  1824.  At  an  early  period 
in  Thomas’  life,  his  father,  Joseph,  removed  to 
Cambria  County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  May  1,  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  eleven  months  and  nine  days.  Joseph  Har¬ 
rison  married  Miss  Mary  Snyder,  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  they  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 
George,  Thomas,  Christopher,  John,  David,  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  Harrison,  our  subject,  married,  Dec.  28, 
1854,  Miss  Sarah  Waters,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  Oct.  20,  1834,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Harrison  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Leidy)  Waters,  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent  and  her  mother  a  German.  They  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
Samuel,  Mary,  Daniel,  David,  Sarah  (wife  of  our 
subject),  Matilda  and  Elizabeth  Jane.  The  names 
of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Stephen  J.,  born  Sept.  24,  1855;  Ophelia, 
Nov.  31,  1857;  Charlotte  J.,  July  3,  1862;  James 
L.,  born  Nov.  7,  1869,  now  deceased,  and  William 
H.,  born  May  6,  1873. 

Mr.  Harrison  came  to  Iowa  in  1868.  He  is  now 
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the  owner  of  102^  acres  of  land,  on  which  is  a  fair 
dwelling-house.  His  farm  and  its  surroundings 
show  evidence  of  thrift  and  care  in  its  manage¬ 
ment,  and  do  credit  to  the  head  and  hand  of  the 
owner.  Mr.  II.  is,  and  was  reared  a  Dunkard  or  ppggfa 
German  Baptist.  His  parents  before  him  belonged 
to  the  same  denomination.  His  school  privileges 
in  his  early  days  were  very  limited,  but  for  any 
deficiencies  in  this  direction  he  makes  up  by  native 
shrewdness,  which  has  given  him  a  leading  place 
among  the  farmers  of  his  township.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  although  he  was  brought  up  a 
Democrat.  He  carries  his  conscience  into  politics 
as  well  as  into  his  daily  transactions,  and  his  en- 
ergy,  probity  and  shrewdness,  have  won  him  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  legal  heir  to  a  large  estate  in  En¬ 
gland,  consisting  of  money  on  deposit  in  the  Bank 
of  England.  This  was  left  by  the  great-grand¬ 
father  to  John  James  Harrison,  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  the  amount  being  £140,000  sterling,  but, 
owing  to  lack  of  proper  evidence,  none  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  have  ever  been  able  to  obtain  it. 
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JONATHAN  PAUL,  of  Bertram  Township, 
one  of  the  large  land  owners  of  Linn  County, 
and  a  progressive,  successful  and  well-to-do 
farmer,  is  residing  on  his  fine  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  22,  where  he  may  be  found  day  after  day  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life. 
He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Linn  County,  having 
come  here  in  the  spring  of  1843,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  almost  exclusively  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Paul  came  from  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  and  on  arriving  here  settled  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Linn  Grove,  Linn  Township,  this 
county.  His  first  purchase  of  land  consisted  of  120 
acres  near  where  Springville  now  stands.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  on  this  tract  for  about  eight  years, 
when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to  Dubuque  County, 
and  after  a  residence  there  of  eight  and  a  half  years, 
came  back  to  this  county  and  purchased  240  acres 
in  Bertram  and  Marion  Townships,  making  his 
home  in  the  former  township.  He  has  added  to 
his  landed  interests  in  this  county  until  he  is 
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at  present  the  proprietor  of  749  acres  of  land, 
the  major  portion  of  which  is  in  a  good  tillable  con¬ 
dition. 

Mr.  Paul  was  married  in  Greene  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  20,  1845,  to  Miss  Dorcas  Wilson,  a  native  of 
that  county,  born  Kept.  20,  1817.  Of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  seven  children  have  been  born. 
They  are  Margaret,  William  S.,  George,  W  ilson, 
Rachel  M.,  Alex  11.  and  .Jonathan  T.  Margaret  is 
the  wife  of  Lewis  B.  Cramer, and  they  are  living  in 
Bertram  Township;  William  S.  married  Susan 
Campbell,  and  they  live  in  Greene  County,  this 
State;  George  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  Ford,  and  they  are  residents  of  this  county ; 
Wilson  and  Miss  Leah  Durr  were  united  in  marriage, 
and  now  reside  in  Pennsylvania;  Rachael  is  the 
wife  of  Preston  S.  Dean,  and  they  are  living  in  this 
county;  Jonathan  selected  Miss  Susan  Daniels  as 
his  life  companion,  and  they  also  live  in  this 
county;  Alex  is  still  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paul  is  a  Democrat.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Sarah  (Tipton)  Paul,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  State  thejr  both  died.  Mrs. 
parents  were  Isaac  and  Rachael  (Mason) 
natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
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respectively;  they  departed  this  life  in  Greene 
County,  Pa. 
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HOMAS  M.  GIFFIN,  a  retired  farmer,  liv¬ 
ing  at  Marion,  was  born  in  Chillisquaque 
Township,  Northumberland  County,  Pa,, 
Nov.  17,  1812.  He  removed  to  Lycoming  County, 
that  State,  in  1840,  and  from  there  to  Center 
County,  in  1848.  He  resided  in  the  latter  county 
until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in 
Brown  Township,  Linn  County,  where  he  at  once 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  thus 
continued  until  1869,  when  he  removed  to  Marion, 
and  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor. 

Mr.  Giffin  was  married  in  his  native  county  Jan. 
19,  1837,  to  Miss  Margaret  M.  Durham.  She  was 
born  in  the  same  town  as  her  husband,  Feb.  16, 
1815,  and  their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth 
of  seven  children:  William  M.,  born  Nov.  1,  1837 ; 
James  D.,  born  Oct.  2,  1839,  now  District  Judge  of 


the  2d  Iowa  District;  Sarah  E.  was  born  Sept.  : 
25,  1841,  and  died  Sept.  1,  1843;  Clara  was  born 
July  21,  1844,  and  died  in  June,  1851;  Charlotte  .  | 
A.,  born  June  5,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  .T.  S.  Alex¬ 
ander,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  s  } 
work;  Robert  A.,  born  June  24,  1847,  died  June 
19,  1851;  Mary  Agnes,  born  March  12,  1852,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  Dunbar.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Giffin  of  this  notice  are  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Iif politics  our  subject  votes  with 
the  Republican  party. 
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OSES  BOXWELL,  an  enterprising  farmer, 
residing  on  section  24,  Linn  Township,  and 
a  gentleman  who  thoroughly  understands 
the  vocation  which  he  follows  and  in  consequence 
thereof  is  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success, 
is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Rhoda  (Young)  Box  well, 
who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  came 
to  Iowa  in  1845,  settling  in  Linn  Township,  where 
they  lived  and  labored  with  but  one  interest  in  com¬ 
mon  until  their  death.  Of  their  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  Moses  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  first  saw  the  light  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  May  25,  1837,  and  was  eight  years  old  when 
brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  Linn  Township  since  first  coming  to 
the  county,  and  during  the  entire  time  has  known 
no  other  vocation  than  that  of  a  farmer.  He  is  the 
owner  of  150  acres  of  land,  the  major  portion  of 
which  is  tillable. 

Mr.  Boxwell  was  married  in  Marion,  Iowa,  on  the 
2d  day  of  July,  1868,  the  lady  being  Miss  Irene 
Corbly,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  daughter  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Elizabeth  (Ingraham)  Corbly.  Her  parents 
came  to  this  county  the  same  year  as  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  and  located  in  Linn  Township,  where 
the  father  died ;  the  mother’s  death  took  place  in 
Jones  County.  Mrs.  Boxwell  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  five  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — William  R.,  Frances,  Jennie, 
Earl  and  Edith  M.  Mr.  Boxwell  enlisted  at  Mt. 
Vernon  in  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry,  in  the  fall  of  1862, 
and  for  three  years  fought  bravely  and  well  in  de- 
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fense  of  his  country’s  flag.  IVhile  on  the  Red  River, 
near  New  Orleans,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
in  custody  of  the  enemy  for  seven  weeks,  after 
which  he  escaped  and  returned  to  his  regiment.  Af¬ 
ter  his  term  of  service  had  expired  he  returned  to 
this  county,  and  again  engaged  in  farming  in  Linn 
Township,  and  has  continued  in  that  vocation  until 
the  present  time.  He  has  held  the  office  of  School 
Director,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R,,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  John  A.  Buck  Post,  of  Lisbon. 

ANIEL  CLARK  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  is  a 
prosperous  and  successful  farmer,  having 
his  homestead  on  section  12,  Washington 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  4,  1830.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  attended  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  until  he  attained  his  majority.  His 
father  was  Cephas  D.,  and  his  mother,  Mary 
(Moody)  Clark.  The  former  was  of  Scotch  ances¬ 
try,  hut  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
horn  in  1802,  and  died  Jan.  6,  1877.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  was  occu¬ 
pied  as  a  minister  in  that  church  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  came  to  the  young  and  growing  Terri¬ 
tory  of  Iowa  in  1847,  locating  in  Jackson  County. 
Mary  Clark,  his  wife,  was  his  senior  by  one  year, 
having  been  born  in  1801,  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
German  ancestry.  She  came  with  her  husband  to 
Iowa,  and  died  in  Tama  County  in  1875.  There 
wei’e  eleven  children  in  the  parental  fam  ily ,  namely : 
Arthur,  Mathias,  Andrew,  Cephas,  Daniel,  Lucinda, 
Anne  M.,  Margaret  E.,  Nancy,  Martha  and  Mary. 
In  this  family  there  were  two  pairs  of  twins,  all 
four  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Daniel  Clark,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  Miss 
Mary  A.  Preo  were  united  in  marriage  Aug.  17, 
1856.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Ballieue)  Preo,  natives  of  France.  Her 
father  was  born  in  1808,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
sixty  years;  the  mother  died  in  1872,  aged  fifty- 
seven  years.  Both  their  lives  terminated  in  Jack- 
son  County,  Iowa.  They  followed  the  peaceful 


occupation  of  farming  all  their  lives,  and  fourteen 
children  blest  their  union :  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  James,  John,  Eliza,  Nicholas,  Peter, 
Joseph,  Daniel,  Susan  A.,  Flora  A.,  Lucy  E.,  and 
three  unnamed,  who  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  our  subject,  died  Nov.  21,  1883, 
and  her  remains  were  laid  at  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Center  Point.  She  was  a  zealous  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  She 
united  with  the  society  one  year  previous  to  her 
death.  She  was  taken  away  at  the  age  of  forty-four 
years,  and  left  eleven  children  to  mourn  her  loss. 
The  record  is  as  follows:  Dewitt  C.,  born  Feb.  9, 
1857;  Le  Roy  F.,  March  9,  1858;  John  C.,  Dec.  1, 
1859;  Benjamin  F.,  March  13,  1861;  James  D., 
Dec.  29,  1862;  Charles  II.,  March  2,  1865;  Mary 
E.,  Feb.  15,  1870;  Smith,  Sept.  3,  1871;  George 
W.,  Oct.  21,  1874;  Susan  E..  May  22,  1877;  Lucy, 
Oct.  12,  1879. 

Mr.  Clark  has  160  acres  of  finely  cultivated  farm¬ 
ing  land.  He  came  into  this  State  in  1847,  and  to 
this  count}-  eighteen  years  later.  He  has  identified 
himself  with  all  the  interests  of  his  neighborhood 
and  community,  and  is  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  a 
first-class  neighborhood.  He  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  has  intelligent  and  decided 
opinions,  is  well  informed,  and  takes  an  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  local  and  general  affairs. 


C.  DAVIS,  a  prominent  attorney  at  law  and 
Mayor  of  Marion,  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger¬ 
many,  Sept.  15,  1843.  His  parents  were  Ja¬ 
cob  and  Mary  Davis,  with  whom  he  emi¬ 
grated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States  in  1852. 
The  family  came  direct  to  Marion,  where  the  father 
and  mother  continued  to  reside  until  their  death, 
that  of  the  mother  taking  place  in  1881,  and  that  of 
the  father  in  1882. 

Mr.  Davis  of  this  notice  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Marion,  and  when  twenty  years  of 
age  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas 
Corbett  of  that  city.  He  faithfully  pursued  his 
studies  under  that  gentleman’s  instruction,  and  was 
admitted  to  tile  bar  in  the  District  Court  of  Linn 
County,  in  July,  1863.  He  immediately  entered 
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upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that  city,  and 
has  been  a  inembet  of  the  Linn  Count}'  Bar  contin¬ 
uously  since.  He  has  a  large  and  well-selected  libra¬ 
ry,  and  an  office  complete  in  its  appointments,  located 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  square.  He  has  been 
a  thorough  student,  is  methodical  and  industrious 
in  all  the  details  of  his  business,  both  public  and  pri¬ 
vate,  and  has  won  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  his 
profession.  Mr.  Davis  is  an  earnest  Republican,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Presi¬ 
dent  and  his  last  presidential  vote  for  James  G. 
Blaine.  He  was  chosen  County  Attorney  in  1880, 
and  was  City  Attorney  of  Marion  from  1878  to 
1883.  He  is  now  serving  his  ninth  term  as  Mayor, 
having  been  first  elected  to  that  office  in  1872,  and 
re-elected  eight  times  since.  He  has  administered 
the  duties  of  the  office  with  fidelity  and  ability,  his 
long  continuance  in  the  same  being  the  best  com¬ 
mentary  on  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by 
his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  at  Marion,  Oct.  9,  1869, 
to  Miss  Minnie  C.  Shultz,  daughter  of  Peter  A. 
Shultz.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born  in  Prussia  and  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents  in  childhood,  in  1854. 
She  was  brought  up  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  Belle  and  Carrie,  and 
are  living  with  their  parents. 
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\frOHN  C.  GOUDY.  Of  the  excellent  citizens 
of  Linn  County  who  have  known  no  other 
occupation  than  that  of  farming  during  their 
lives,  and  who  have  had  far  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  success  in  the  prosecution  of  that  vocation, 
Mr.  John  C.  Goudy  certainly  deserves  mention.  He 
has  a  fine  and  productive  farm  located  on  section 
22,  Linn  Township,  which  he  has  acquired,  not  as 
the  recipient  of  a  legacy,  but  through  his  own  in¬ 
dividual  exertions,  together  with  the  active  co-op¬ 
eration  of  his  wife  and  children,  lie  is  one  of  three 
children  born  to  William  and  Ann  (Galloway) 
Goudy.  The  parents  were  natives  of  Ohio,  and  of 
German  and  Irish  ancestry.  After  their  marriage 
they  continued  to  reside  in  Ohio  until  June,  1842. 
They  then  came  to  this  county,  and  taking  up  their 
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residence  in  Linn  Township,  they  entered  upon  an 
active  farm  life,  and  were  thus  occupied  until  their 
death.  Of  their  three  children,  two  are  sons 
and  one  a  daughter.  They  were  named  John  C.,  : 
William  II.  and  Sarah  J.  The  daughter  is  deceased. 

John  C.  Goudy  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
Sept.  7,  1825,  the  county  of  his  nativity  being  { 
Wayne.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  com-  - 
mon  schools,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  county.  When  our  subject 
attained  the  age  of  manhood  he  went  to  Mississippi,  » 
and  was  there  employed  in  different  occupations, 
among  which  was  that  of  assisting  in  the  erection 
of  a  large  gin-house.  Going  thence  to  Vicksburg 
he  made  a  start  for  home,  returning  by  boat.  While 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River  the  boat  ran  aground 
on  Turkey  Island  bar,  and  they  were  compelled  to 
remain  there  for  fifty-four  hours.  The  river  was 
blocked  with  ice  and  great  difficulties  were  experi¬ 
enced  before  our  subject  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  which 
was  on  Christmas  Day.  From  that  city  he  walked 
to  Linn  Township,  his  father’s  home,  a  distance  of 
300  miles.  His  inclination  was  to  reside  in  the  South, 
but  slavery  existing  at  that  time  and  he  being  bit¬ 
terly  opposed  to  it,  he  concluded  he  would  go  back 
to  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  in  Linn  County, 
and  make  it  his  permanent  abiding-place.  He  has 
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a  fine  farm  of  348  acres  on  section  22,  Linn  Town- 
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ship,  and  has  erected  thereon  a  good  and  substan¬ 
tial  set  of  farm  buildings.  The  land  is  valuable,  it 
being  under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation,  and 
everything  about  his  place  seems  to  indicate  not 
only  that  the  proprietor  has  a  thorough  and  com¬ 
plete  knowledge  of  his  vocation,  but  that  he  has  put 
that  knowledge  to  practical  use. 

Mr.  Goudy  was  first  married  in  Linn  Township, 
to  Amelia  C.  Jordan,  a  native  of  Germany.  She 
bore  him  seven  children,  who  are  named,  Ellen  A., 
Emma,  Alice  A.,  William  O.,  Mary  E.,  Fred  A.  and 
John  M.  Ellen  and  Amos  B.  Strother  were  united 
in  marriage,  and  are  living  in  Linn  Township,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  general  routine  of  farm  life ; 
Emma  married  Joseph  S.  Tathwell,  and  they  reside 
in  Brown  Township,  and  he  is  also  farming;  Will¬ 
iam  O.  took  to  wife  Alice  R.  Armintrout,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Linn  Township.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  Linn  Township,  in  March,  1861,  and  Mr. 
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Goudy  formed  a  second  marriage  in  Marion,  Iowa, 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Moffit,  a  native  of  Ohio,  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  Mr.  Goudy  has  held  the 
office  of  Township  Trustee,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  as  likewise  was 
his  first  wife.  In  politics  he  votes  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party. 
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iHOMAS  GIBNEY.  The 


gentleman  whose 
© 


name  appears  at  the  beginning  of 


this 


sketch  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  his  fine  homestead  of  240  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  16,  Clinton  Township.  Mr.  Gibney  settled  on 
his  present  farm  in  I860.  It  was  a  wild  and  unim¬ 
proved  tract  of  land,  but  he  was  possessed  of  great 
energy  and  industry,  and  soon  began  to  effect  many 
improvements  in  its  primitive  condition.  Year 
after  year  he  made  additional  progress,  gaining  a 
rare  and  rich  experience  from  each  season’s  out¬ 
come,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the  most  finely  culti¬ 
vated  farms  in  the  county,  embellished  with  all  the 
buildings  necessary  for  his  own  comfort,  and  con¬ 
venient  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  farm. 

Thomas  Gibney  comes  of  good  old  Irish  stock, 
and  was  born  in  County  Dublin  about  1825.  His 
father  was  a  herder  by  occupation,  and  a  native  of 
the  same  county  as  his  son.  He  spent  his  life  there, 
and  found  a  peaceful  grave  in  the  soil  of  his  na¬ 
tive  land.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Margaret  Carney.  She  was  also  a  native  of  County 
Dublin,  lived  there  all  her  life,  and  her  remains 
rest  beside  those  of  her  husband. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  second  son  and 
third  child  of  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  his 
parents.  Six  of  these  children  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  Thomas,  our  subject,  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  oldest  son  of  the  family  remains  in 
his  native  county  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gibney  had  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years  when  he  left  his  native  land  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  America.  Soon  after  setting 
foot  upon  our  shores,  he  proceeded  to  the  young 
and  rapidly  growing  city  of  Chicago.  He  engaged 
there  as  a  day  laborer,  was  ordinarily  successful  in 
his  undertakings,  and  in  1856  became  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Angeline  O’Neil,  a  native  of 
County  Kildare,  Ireland,  born  in  1831,  and  raised 
in  County  Dublin.  After  the  death  of  her  parents 
in  her  native  country  she  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  in  Chicago,  where  she  remained  until 
her  marriage  with  our  subject.  Six  children  came 
to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.,  of  whom  the 
record  is  as  follows:  John  married  Miss  Maggie 
Bent,  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  22,  1865.  She 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  county,  however,  since  a 
child  of  six  years  old,  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
child — Peter.  They  reside  on-  the  homestead  of 
the  father;  Lawrence  lives  at  home,  then  follow 
Thomas,  Edward  and  William;  Mary  A.  is  de¬ 
ceased. 

Mr.  Gibney  and  his  wife  came  to  Linn  County 
shortly  after  their  marriage.  He  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  constitutes  a  part  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  homestead.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
undertakings,  and  as  a  man  of  wise  judgment,  of 
great  industry,  and  honorable  dealing,  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  the  community  of  which  he  is  a 
prominent  and  worthy  member.  He  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Gibney  is  a  conscien¬ 
tious  and  reliable  Democrat. 
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carawas  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  7,  1845,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Carson)  Wilson.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
born  March  25,  1798.  The  parents  of  John  Wilson 
were  John  and  Mary  (Burgess)  Wilson,  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  but  of  Scotch  descent.  They 
were  born  in  Count}"  Farmanagh,  Ireland,  and  em¬ 
igrated  to  America  shortly  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  settling  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  they 
resided  for  several  years.  Thence  they  removed 
to  Mifflin  County,  where  most  of  the  children  were 
born  and  raised.  Subsequently  they  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  1840.  The  death  of 
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•  OBERT  J.  WILSON.  This  well-known  and 
representative  farmer  is  a  resident  on  sec¬ 
tion  32,  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  was  one 
\^||)among  the  early  pioneers  of  the  Hawkeye 
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State,  coming  here  in  1851.  He  was  born  in  Tus- 
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the  mother  occurred  in  185;'),  under  most  distress¬ 
ing  circumstances;  her  clothing  became  ignited 
from  an  old-fashioned  fire-place,  and  she  received 
injuries  which  resulted  in  her  death  in  a  short  time. 
She  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety -nine  }?ears. 
This  estimable  old  couple  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  girls  and  three  boys — Robert, 
Nancy,  Bets}',  Mary,  Susanna,  Jane,  James  and 
John  B. 

John  \\\,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Carson.  She  was 
a  “child  of  the  ocean,”  having  been  born  on  the 
mm  Atlmtic  while  her  parents  were  coming  to  America 

fin  1805.  Her  death  occurred  in  Ohio  in  1848. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  were  the  parents  of  six  children — 
William,  Samuel,  Andrew  .1.,  Sarah  J.,  Mary  and 
Robert  J.  The  latter,  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
took  to  himself  a  life  companion  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Louisa  J.  Howe,  April  17,  1870.  Mrs.  Wilson 
was  born  June  16,  1849,  in  Linn  County,  Iowa. 
She  died  April  24,  1882.  Mr.  Wilson  was  again 
united  in  marriage  Dec.  17,  1883,  this  time  with 
Miss  Annie  L.  Wickham,  also  a  native  of  Linn 
County.  She  was  born  Nov.  9,  1859,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Simeon  J.  and  Hannah  (Conner) 
Wickham,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  was 
born  in  1820,  and  is  still  living;  the  mother  was 
born  Oct.  15,  1830.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children — Jasper,  Abigail,  Annie  L.,  Mary  E., 
Uriah  H.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Robert  J. 
Wilson,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  is  the  father  of 
one  daughter,  Leo  Louisa,  born  Jan.  2,  1885. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  late  Civil  War, 
Mr.  Wilson,  although  quite  young,  was  anxious  to 
become  a  soldier  for  his  country,  but  was  disap¬ 
pointed  in  his  hopes,  being  rejected  on  account  of 
his  youth  and  also  not  being  in  robust  health.  lie 
would  not  be  discouraged,  however,  and  two  years 
later  again  presented  himself  for  enlistment,  this 
time  succeeding  and  being  accepted  as  a  member  of 
Co.  E, 

^  call, 


46th 


Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  under  the  100-day 
during  which  he  served  with  credit,  being 
discharged  with  his  regiment  September  23  of  the 
same  year.  He  participated  in  several  engagements 
under  Col.  D.  B.  Henderson,  and  part  of  the  time 
they  were  stationed  as  guards  for  the  railway  track. 
Mr.  Wilson  is  the  possessor  of  eighty  acres  of 


fine  farming  land.  In  1884  he  erected  a  shapely 
and  comfortable  dwelling-house,  which  is  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican;  socially,  a  member  of  the  Gar¬ 
field  Post  and  Denison  Post  No.  244,  at  Center 
Point.  Religiously  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  La  Fayette,  this  township, 
having  been  connected  with  this  church  for  the 
space  of  eleven  years.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  the  daughter  of 
Nelson  and  Margaret  (Hemphill)  Howe,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Howe  died  in  that  State  in 
September,  1868;  the  mother  is  still  living.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children — Louisa  J., 
James,  Matilda,  Mela  and  Arminta  (twins),  Morris, 
John,  William  and  Elizabeth. 

Robert  J.  Wilson  is  a  man  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  throughout  his  township  and  county  for 
the  many  sterling  qualities  which  shine  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  the  rising  generation.  In  all  his  dealings 
he  has  been  honest,  upright,  industrious,  frugal 
and  temperate,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect 
which  are  so  justly  his  due,  and  it  is  to  such  men 
as  the  subject  of  this  sketch  that  the  Ilawkeye  State 
is  indebted  for  her  high  position. 


ILLIAM  VOSS,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  the 
efficient  foreman  of  the  car  department  of 
the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  He  is  a  native 
of  Neustadt,  near  Hamburg,  Germany,  born  Nov. 
28,  1853,  and  the  son  of  Charles  and  Agnes  (Smith) 
Voss,  natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  a  builder 
and  contractor,  and  came  to  America  in  1872,  set¬ 
tling  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1881.  The  mother  had  preceded 
him  to  the  other  life  in  1874.  The  household  cir¬ 
cle  comprised  a  family  of  eleven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  deceased.  The  seven  remaining  are: 
Charles,  William,  Adolph,  Annie,  Otto,  Carrie  and 
Edward. 

William  Voss  remained  with  his  parents  and  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  until  fourteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years 
at  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  perfected  by  an 
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attendance  of  one  term  at  the  Polytechnic  School. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  prospects  held  out  to  him  in 
his  native  country,  he  determined  to  emigrate  to 
America.  He  accordingly  left  his  native  land  in 
1871,  and  after  a  safe  voyage  landed  in  New  York 
City.  He  remained  there  one  month  visiting  with 
friends,  then  came  to  Petersburg,  Ill.,  and  engaged 
:  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  there  for  a  year.  Thence 
he  went  to  C  hicago,  following  the  same  occupation, 
and  became  a  contractor  and  builder.  Then,  in 
1874,  he  was  engaged  to  superintend  the  construc¬ 
tion  and  repairs  of  the  building  of  the  Illinois  Linen 
Company,  at  Roselle,  Ill.  He  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R,  since  then,  and 
advanced  to  his  present  position  in  1881.  He  has 
seventy  men  under  his  direct  supervision,  and,  as  a 
superintendent,  contractor  and  builder,  fills  his 
various  positions  with  great  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability  and  rare  intelligence. 

Mr.  Voss  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Laura 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Christiania,  Norway,  and  of 

this  union  two  children  have  been  born _ Agnes 

and  Charles.  They  occupy  a  pleasant  residence  at 
No.  521  C  Avenue  West,  and  their  home  is  the 
abode  of  refined  taste  and  the  comforts  and  ele¬ 
gances  of  modern  life. 

Politically  Mr.  Voss  is  a  conscientious  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  votes  to  uphold  the  principles  of  that 
party  with  the  convictions  of  a  man  who  believes 
he  is  right  and  dares  maintain  it. 

OIIN  M.  ROBINS,  residing  on  section  21, 
Monroe  Township,  is  one  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  men  and  and  representative  farmers 
of  Linn  County,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  7,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Anne  (McArthur)  Robins.  Mrs.  Robins  was 
a  niece  of  Duncan  McArthur,  ex-Governor  of  Ohio. 
Joseph  and  Anne  were  united  in  marriage  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1836,  in  Ohio.  They  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1840,  and  remained  in  De  Witt  County  for  two  years. 
They  came  to  Iowa  in  1842,  locating  in  this  county, 
where  they  have  since  remained.  The  family  is  of 


Scotch  and  German  descent.  Mr.  Robins  purchased 
200  acres  of  land,  and  his  occupation  through  life 


has  been  that  of  a  farmer.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  John,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch;  Daniel  W.,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  in  1862.  He  was 
first  slightly  wounded  and  was  ordered  to  the  rear, 
but  he  still  continued  to  fight  for  the  good  cause,  and 
in  an  hour  from  that  time  was  struck  in  the  head  by  •> 


minie  ball,  and  instantly  killed ;  Allen  married  Miss 
Mary  Stookey,  and  is  living  on  the  home  farm ;  Sa¬ 
rah  J. ;  and  Joseph  D.,  who  married  Miss  Sarah 
Black. 

John  M.  Robins  married  Miss  Hannah  Ward, 
March  3,  1864.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Nancy  (Cochrane)  Ward,  who  were  natives  of 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio.  The  dates  of  Mr.  Ward’s 
birth  and  death  are  not  known.  Mrs.  Ward  was 
born  Feb.  5,  1811,  and  is  still  living  in  Washington 
Territory.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  were  the  parents  of> 
ten  children,  namely,  Elizabeth,  Abraham,  George 
Roswell,  William,  Henry,  Jacob,  Alonzo,  Joseph  and 
Mary.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  five 
children — William  A.,  Hattie  A.,  Elizabeth  May, 
Ella  M.  and  Mamie  A. 

Mr.  Robins  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  31st  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
Aug.  8, 1862.  and  was  discharged  in  October,  1863, 
on  account  of  a  severe  attack  of  measles  and 
chronic  diarrhea.  He  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  battle  of  Fourteen-Mile  Creek; 
the  first  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  at 
Haines’  Bluff;  he  was  in  the  charge  upon  Vicksburg, 
May  22,  1863,  but  was  never  wounded  in  battle. 
He  returned  from  the  war,  conscious  of  having  done 
his  duty  to  his  country,  and  the  following  spring 
was  married,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  Robins  has  145  acres  of  fine  land,  well  im¬ 
proved.  The  condition  of  his  farm  attests  the  en¬ 
terprise,  industry  and  skill  of  its  owner.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  corriculum  of  the  common  schools,  Mr. 
Robins  attended  Cornell  College,  near  Marion,  this 
county,  for  one  year.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  infor¬ 
mation  and  liberal  views.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican. 

Mrs.  Robins  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  since  1861.  This  worthy  couple, 
both  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  are  in  the  enjoyment 
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of  a  well-earned  competence,  due  entirely  to  their 
own  well-directed  efforts.  They  have  the  esteem, 
confidence  and  affection  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 


HARLES  H.  SPENCER,  who  is  a  prominent 
general  farmer  of  (  linton  Township,  resides 
on  the  old  Spence  homestead  on  section  26. 


Daniel  Spencer,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  June  19,  1796, 
of  American  parentage,  who  were  of  English  ances¬ 
try.  When  a  young  man  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  native  of  Stamford, 
Conn.  She  was  of  New  England  parentage,  and 
died  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  had 
moved  shortly  after  their  marriage.  She  left  five 
children :  Samuel  S.,  Daniel  and  John  H.  are  liv¬ 
ing;  those  deceased  were  Margaret  and  Susan. 

The  elder  Spencer,  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  moved  to  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Horton,  on  the 
28th  of  October,  1837.  This  lady  was  born  June 
16,  1809,  in  that  county,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Horton,  a  farmer  and  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  county,  having  represented  it  in  the 
New  York  Legislature.  The  history  of  this  re¬ 
spected  family  in  the  United  States  runs  back  for  a 
period  of  200  years.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Charles  LI.  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Dela- 
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ware  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son 


Ilorton,  a  prominent  man  of  the  State. 


Judge 


of 

The  ma¬ 


ternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah,  the 


daughter  of  Maj.  Hagar,  who  was  a  Hollander, 


and  a  commissioned  officer  in  both  the  French  and 
Indian  War  and  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
Hagar  family  were  generally  Presbyterian  in  re¬ 
ligious  belief,  while  the  Spencers  were  all  Quakers, 
which  latter  faith  has  been  handed  down  to  some 
extent  to  the  present  generation. 

The  parents  of  Elizabeth  Spencer,  above  referred 
to,  died  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y 
reared,  receiving  her  education 
schools. 


,  where  she  was 
in  the  public 
She  is -the  mother  of  two  children  by  Mr. 
Spencer  and  one  by  a  former  husband,  the  former 


bearing 


the  names  of  Charles  H.,  and  Frances  E., 


wife  of  E.  C.  Ebbersole,  Supreme  Court  Reporter 
of  the  State  of  Iowa,  residing  at  Toledo,  Tama 
County.  Mr.  Spencer,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
came  to  Iowa  in  1863,  and  at  once  located  in  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  where  the  family  have  become  so 
prominently  identified  with  the  material  resources 
and  its  social  element.  Mr.  Spencer  died  at  his 
home  here,  Feb.  15,  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 
His  widow  is  yet  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven, 
enjoying  excellent  health,  and  for  one  of  her  age 


‘JIOMAS  TAYLOR,  a  worthy  and  esteemed 
citizen,  is  pursuing  his  peaceful  and  honor¬ 
able  occupation  as  a  farmer  on  section  23, 
Washington  Township.  He  was  born  in  Clay  Town¬ 
ship,  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  10,  1812,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Catherine  (Ginther)  Tay¬ 
lor,  who  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  respectively.  John  Taylor,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  1788,  and  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to 
Ohio  in  1807;  he  continued  to  live  in  the  latter- 
named  State,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  un¬ 
til  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1835.  Mrs. 
Catherine  Taylor  was  also  born  in  1788,  and  died 
in  Ohio  in  1825.  Thej"  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children.  After  the  decease  of  the  wife  and  mother, 
Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ginther,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil¬ 
dren,  which  made  him  the  father  of  thirteen  children 
in  all,  as  follows :  Thomas,  our  subject,  Jonathan, 
Mary,  William,  Nanc}r,  Mary  A.,  Owen,  Rebecca, 
Katie  A.,  Melinda,  John,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  was  the  oldest  member  of  his  father’s 


: 


is  remarkably  strong  and  vigorous.  She  resides 


with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Charles  II.  Spencer  resided  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  which  event  occurred  Dec.  25,  1867, 
Miss  Josephine  Smith  being  the  bride.  She  wras 
born  in  Broomfield,  Monroe  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  30, 
1 845.  She  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  n’hen  a 
young  woman,  and  has  borne  her  husband  the  fol¬ 
lowing  five  children :  Josephine,  Murton  IX,  Frank, 
Bertha  and  Fred.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  Charles  II.  is  a  Republican. 
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family,  and  when  he  reached  man’s  estate,  entered 
L  into  the  bonds  of  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Goode, 
|  which  union  occurred  June  26,  1834.  She  was 
[  shorn  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  14,  is  14. 
and  died  July  1G,  1872.  Their  union  was  blest 
by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  as  follows :  Cather¬ 
ine  M.,  born  May  11,  1835,  died  Aug.  2,  183G; 
John,  born  Oct.  21,  1836;  James,  born  Aug.  4, 
1838,  lives  in  Washington  Territory;  William,  born 
Aug.  30,  1840,  died  April  12,  1843;  Thomas  S., 
born  Sept.  30,  1842,  died  Sept.  17,  1843;  David  N., 
born  Dec.  9,  1844;  Henry  C.,  born  April  12,  1847, 
died  Oct.  11,  1870;  Lucretia  J.,  born  July  14, 
1850,  died  May  9,  1871;  Francis,  born  May  28, 
1852;  Jonathan,  born  April  22,  1854;  Charles  F., 
l1  born  March  19,  1856,  died  Sept.  19,  1875.  Our 
subject  came  into  the  I-Iawkeye  State  on  the  28th 
of  October,  1 849.  He  immediately  entered  a  tract 
of  land  to  the  amount  of  200  acres.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  doubled  this,  and  now  has  a  finely  cul¬ 
tivated  farm  of  204^  acres.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling, 
convenient  out-buildings,  and  all  the  necessary 
appliances  for  carrying  on  farming  operations  in  a 
first-class  manner.  He  has  transacted  all  his  busi¬ 
ness  operations  intelligently  and  honestly,  and 
occupies  a  position  among  the  foremost  citizens  of 
his  town  and  county. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  he  has  occupied 
a  prominent  position  ever  since  his  connection  with 
it.  He  is  greatty  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
Sunday-school,  believing  that  “as  the  twig  is  bent 
tree’s  inclined.”  He  holds  that  the  proper 
training  of  the  youthful  mind  is  the  surest  and 
only  method  of  forming  good  citizens. 

Both  the  father  and  grandfather  of  Mr.  Taylor 
were  Republican  in  politics,  and  their  descendant 
has  followed  faithfully  in  their  footsteps.  The 
grandfather,  Mathias  Taylor,  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  but,  at  the  opening  of  the  conflict  between 
the  colonies  and  the  mother  country,  he  laid  aside 
the  implements  of  husbandry,  and,  shouldering  his 
musket,  started  out  to  fight  for  his  country,  and 
lived  to  see  her  come  out  victorious.  This  stanch 
old  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  but  in 
early  life  emigrated  from  there  to  North  Carolina, 
and  thence  to  Ohio,  where  his  life  terminated  at 


the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  The  family 
is  an  old  and  honorable  one,  and  wherever  they 
cast  their  lots  stood  as  land-marks  of  respectability 
and  worth. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Taylor  is  presented  on  another 
page  of  this  Album. 


JONATHAN  LORD.  This  highly  respected 
and  esteemed  citizen  of  Clinton  Township, 
after  a  life  of  active  industry,  is  now  living 
in  retirement  on  a  small  tract  of  land  of  sev¬ 
enty-five  acres,  which  constitutes  a  most  comforta¬ 
ble  homestead,  and  from  its  location  and  cultvation, 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Lord,  a  few  years  ago,  possessed  a  very  large 
amount  of  real  estate,  which  he  has  recently  be¬ 
queathed  to  his  children,  and  with  it  a  large  amount 
of  care  and  responsibility.  He  feels  that  he  has 
performed  his  part  well  in  life,  and  that  he  is  now 
rightfully  entitled  to  the  peace  and  satisfaction 
which  a  well-spent  life  and  a  good  conscience  is 
sure  to  bring. 

Mr.  Lord  came  to  Linn  County  in  the  spring  of 
1854,  purchasing  a  partly  improved  farm  of  forty 
acres.  He  had  some  experience  in  agriculture  and 
was  possessed  of  excellent  judgment,  and  was 
greatly  prospered  in  his  labors  for  the  improvement 
and  cultivation  of  his  land.  In  addition  to  general 
husbandry,  he  was  largely  engaged  in  stock-raising, 
and  lias  produced  some  of  the  finest  animals  in  this 
part  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 

Jonathan  Lord  comes  of  stanch  English  ancestry, 
and  was  born  near  Manchester  June  2,  1813.  His 
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father,  Samuel  Lord,  was  a  manufacturer  of  cloth, 
and  besides  being  an  expert  at  his  calling,  was  well 
known  throughout  England  as  one  of  the  finest 
singers  in  the  kingdom.  He  came  of  an  excellent 
old  family,  who  were  prominent  in  social  and  re¬ 
ligious  circles,  and  noted  for  their  musical  talent. 
Samuel  Lord  was  a  man  of  great  piety  and  gener¬ 
osity.  He  was  frequently  offered  a  large  salary  for 
his  services  as  a  vocalist,  which  lie  invariably  de¬ 
clined,  and  sang  his  sweet  melodies  everywhere 
without  money  and  without  price.  He  was  a  fer¬ 
vent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  departed 
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this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty -eight  years,  having  pre¬ 
viously  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Canada  two  years.  His  remains  were  buried 
on  the  banks  of  the  Merrimac  River,  at  North 
Chelmsford,  Mass. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Betty  Ashworth,  and  she  was  born  and  reared 
in  the  same  county  in  England  that  her  husband 
was.  She  died  near  Manchester  at  the  age  of 
forty-four  years,  and  was  an  earnest,  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  two  latter  be¬ 
ing  the  youngest  children.  Jonathan  was  the  sev¬ 
enth  son  and  child,  but  claims  no  superiority, 
Pill  either  mentally  or  physically,  which  is  usually 
claimed  as  given  to  the  seventh  son.  lie  remained 
m  at  home  with  his  parents  until  a  young  man,  in  the 
ii:  a  meant  me  becoming  skilled  in  the  trade  of  his 
ather  that  of  a  weaver.  lie  occupied  himself  at 
his  trade  until  1 842,  when  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  accompanied  by  his  parent.  After 
arriving  here  they  made  their  home  in  Canada  for 
two  years,  removing  thence  to  Massachusetts,  where 
the  life  of  the  father  terminated.  After  his  father’s 
death,  Mr.  Lord  remained  in  Massachusetts,  work¬ 
ing  at  his  trade,  for  some  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  tried  his  hand  at 
farming,  but  with  indifferent  success,  owing  to  hard 
times  and  scarcity  of  money.  He  abandoned  farm¬ 
ing  for  the  time,  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  re¬ 
mained  at  Andover  eleven  years,  employing  him¬ 
self  at  his  trade  in  Hodge’s  Mill. 

Previous  to  his  emigration  to  this  country  Mr. 
Lord  had  been  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Betty 
Shore,  and  of  this  union  six  children  were  born, 
the  mother  departing  this  life  at  the  birth  of  her 
last  child.  Two  of  her  sons  are  yet  living,  Thomas 
and  Robert,  and  are  residents  of  Linn  County, 
where  they  are  occupied  in  farming  and  have  be¬ 
come  very  prosperous.  In  due  time  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  L.  contracted  a  second 
marriage  in  Massachusetts,  with  a  Scotch  lady,  Miss 
Margaret  Whiteford,  who  died  in  this  township 
and  county.  There  were  no  children  of  this  mar- 
i  riage.  Mr.  L.  was  married  the  third  time  to  Mrs. 
Mary  (Sutliffe)  Peel.  This  lady  was  a  native  of 
England,  born  and  reared  in  Bradford,  Yorkshire, 
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and  was  married  to  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Enoch 
Peel,  in  her  native  town,  emigrating  with  him  to 
this  country  some  time  after  their  marriage.  Mr. 
Peel  died  in  Clinton  Township  in  1868.  Of  this  un¬ 
ion  were  born  three  children  who  attained  to  years 
of  maturity,  and  the  fourth  one  died  in  infancy. 
One  son,  Walter,  is  a  railroad  baggage-master,  with 
headquarters  in  California.  He  was  married,  but 
his  wife  is  now  deceased.  Arthur,  also  a  railroad 
man,  has  his  home  near  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Usher,  a  farmer  in  Clinton 
Township. 

Mr.  Lord  is  an  ardent  Republican,  courageously 
and  fearlessly  upholding  the  principles  promulga¬ 
ted  by  that  organization.  He  is  favored  with  a 
good  physical  constitution,  and  combines  strictness 
of  moral  principle  with  energy  and  decision  of 
character.  He  has  made  profitable  investments, 
was  successful  in  business,  and  secured  a  compe¬ 
tency  through  the  exercise  of  industry  and  good 
judgment.  Through  these  qualities  he  has  also  se¬ 
cured  the  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  is  looked  up  to  as  a  man  whose  counsel 
may  be  relied  upon  as  safe  to  follow,  and  deeply 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  honesty  and  justice. 

We  are  happy  to  present  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Lord  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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OBERT  BOXWELL,  a  successful  farmer  and 
respected  and  honored  citizen  of  Linn  Town- 
\\\  ship,  residing  on  section  14,  is  a  son  of  Rob- 
and  Rhoda  (Young)  Boxwell,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  parents,  as  early  as  1845,  con¬ 
cluded  to  make  their  home  beyond  the  “Father  of 
Waters,”  and  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Linn 
Township.  There  the  father  entered  upon  the  act¬ 
ive  duties  of  a  farm  life  and,  with  the  aid  of  his 
children,  continued  to  improve  and  cultivate  his 
land  until  his  death.  His  good  wife  also  died  there. 
Eight  children  were  born  of  the  parental  union,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Robert  Boxwell  first  saw  light  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  March  12,  1832,  and  was  thirteen  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county. 
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He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer’s  boy  and  has  followed  that 
vocation  during  his  life.  He  has  never  lost  his  citi¬ 
zenship  since  he  first  came  to  this  county,  but  has 
continued  to  labor  at  farm  work,  economizing  and 
accumulating,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  112  acres  of 
land,  the  major  portion  of  which  is  tillable.  He 
has  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  on  his  place 
and  keeps  about  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  two  to 
four  head  of  horses,  and  fattens  about  thirty  hogs 
annually. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa, 
Jan.  3,  1860,  to  Prudence,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Mar}"  (Harlow)  Jolley,  natives  of  Maryland.  Mrs, 
Boxwell  was  born  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  July  12, 
1838.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Boxwell  the  follow¬ 
ing  children  have  been  born — Sarah  J.,  Alfin  M., 
Georginea,  Rhoda  E.,  Nora  E.,  Mary  F.  and  John 
L.  Alfin  M.  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Paul,  a  farmer 
of  Linn  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boxwell  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  our  subject  is 
a  stanch  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  gentleman 
respected  for  his  morality  as  well  as  his  integrity, 
and  has  led  an  upright  and  straightforward  life,  en¬ 
deavoring  by  word  and  deed  to  do  as  he  would  be 
done  by. 
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OBERT  M.  JACKSON.  Among  the  self- 
made  men  of  Linn  County  who  have  at¬ 
tained  success  in  life  through  their  own  in- 
!^)dividual  efforts,  and  not  as  the  recipients  of 
a  legacy,  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  bi¬ 
ography  we  write.  He  has  been  County  Treasurer 
of  this  county  since  1879,  and  has  filled  the  position 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people,  his  integrity 
never  having  been  doubted. 

Robert  M.  Jackson  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  Dec.  6,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
A.  (Moore)  Jackson,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Emerald  Isle,  respectively,  the  latter  having 
come  to  this  county  with  her  parents  when  six 
years  of  age,  settling  with  them  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.  Samuel  Jackson  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and,  coming  to  this  county  in  1864,  he  purchased 
110  acres  of  land  six  miles  north  of  Marion,  on 
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which  he  located  with  his  family  and  where  he  was 
industriously  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  Hge  i] 
his  demise,  in  1884,  aged  eighty-eight  years;  his 
good  wife  died  in  1882,  when  in  her  seventy-sixth 
year.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them.  ei°ht  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Robert  M;  William  W.,  mar¬ 
ried  and  residing  in  Maryville,  Mo.;  Margaret  J., 
now  Mrs.  Hindman,  living  in  Marion;  Annie  R.  and 
Samuel  M.,  also  residing  in  that  place;  Spencer  B., 
living  at  Sioux  City;  David  A.,  married,  and  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Montezuma,  this  State;  and  Mary  A.,  Mrs. 
Vaughn,  living  in  Southern  Iowa. 

Our  subject  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when,  for  two  years,  he  was  sent  to  Stras- 
burg  Academy.  He  then  performed  the  duties  of  a 
pedagogue  for  two  years,  and  embarking  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  mercantile  business  at  Cochranville,  Chester  Co., 

Pa.,  he  continued  the  same  with  success  until  1864. 

He  then  sold  out  and,  disposing  of  all  his  interests, 
both  real  and  personal,  in  that  State,  came  West  and 
located  at  Marion.  In  the  neighborhood  of  that 
town,  and  adjoining  his  father’s  place,  he  purchased 
100  acres  of  wild  prairie.  Buying  a  yoke  of  cattle, 
he  located  on  his  land,  and  for  a  year  was  engaged 
in  its  improvement,  in  the  meantime  splitting  rails 
sufficient  to  fence  it.  Mr.  Jackson  enlisted  in  Co. 

A,  30th  Pa.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  in  the  service  three 
months,  participating  in  the  bombardment  of  Car¬ 
lisle. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  married,  in  January,  1857,  to 
Miss  Deborali  T.  McClellan,  a  native  of  Chester 
County,  Pa.  She  bore  him  two  children,  Ada  E. 
and  Samuel  M.,  and  departed  this  life  in  her  native 
State,  in  1863.  Four  years  later,  in  1867,  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  second  time  married,  Miss  Rebecca 
Cooper,  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  Of  the  latter  union,  three 
sons,  William  T\,  Robert  C.  and  John  E.,  have  been 
born. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Jackson  became  a  clerk  in 
the  County  Treasurer’s  office,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  and  as  Deputy  until  1879,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  office,  and  has  since  held  the  same. 

He  was  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Marion  for  four 
years,  and  was  also  city  Alderman.  He  likewise 
held  a  position  on  the  School  Board  for  many  years. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  be- 
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longs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  but  prior  to  its 
birth  was  a  Democrat.  Mr.  J.  has  real  estate  in 
Kansas,  also  Linn  County,  and  likewise  an  interest 
in  the  street  railway.  Ilis  residence  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  is  located  on  Broad  street,  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


'MAS  A  B.  DuMONT,  undertaker,  and  man¬ 
ufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  furniture,  Ma¬ 
rion,  Iowa,  was  a  pioneer  of  that  city  of 
1845.  lie  is  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  was  born  on  the  Hudson  under  the  shadow  of 
the  Catskills,  in  Greene  County,  July  19,  1824. 
His  family  were  residents  of  that  region  in  colonial 
days,  and  are  descended  from  one  of  three  broth¬ 
ers,  natives  of  France,  who  were  Huguenot  refugees 
in  America.  Janies  DuMont,  one  of  these  three 
brothers,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
With  his  family  he  settled  on  the  picturesque  banks 
of  the  Hudson,  and  there  his  son  Walter  was  born, 
reared  to  years  of  manh9od,and  was  there  married. 
The  son  of  Walter  DuMont,  John  B.,  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Welsh,  and  the  son  born  to  this  union  is 
the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

The  parents  of  Amasa  B.  DuMont  removed  to 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Auburn,  in  1826, 
where  our  subject’s  boyhood  days  were  passed. 
Twelve  years  later,  in  1838,  they  removed  to  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  where  they  remained  seven  years,  or 
until  1845.  The  father  then  having  a  desire  to 
emigrate  West,  they  disposed  of  their  property 
there,  gathered  together  such  of  their  worldly 
goods  as  they  wished  to  take  with  them,  came  West, 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  came  into  Iowa.  They 
made  their  location  in  Jones  County,  and  there  the 
father  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
his  death  being  the  result  of  an  accident. 

Previous  to  his  removal  West,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  united  in  marriage  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  13,  1843,  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Leffing- 
well.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Bethiah 
Leffingwell,  and  was  born  at  Poultney,  Vt.  Her 
parents  were  also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain 
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State,  and  after  the  marriage  of  their  daughter  and 
her  subsequent  removal  hither,  emigrated  to  Iowa 
in  1845.  Here  the  father  died  in  1882 ;  the  mother 
is  still  living,  and  is  a  resident  of  Marion. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DuMont  has 
been  blest  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  three  only 
of  whom  are  living — James  Walter,  born  near  Ma¬ 
rion  in  1849,  married  Miss  Rhoda  E.  Lake,  and  is 
now  in  Durango,  Mexico,  engaged  in  mining;  John 
E.  was  born  at  Marion,  Iowa,  in  1852,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Julia  Waters.  He  is  a  painter  by  occu¬ 
pation,  and  resides  at  Marion ;  Charles  W.  was  born 
at  Marion  in  1856;  he  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Reichard,  and  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  business 
with  his  father;  Elizabeth,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1844,  and 
died  at  twenty  years  of  age  in  1864;  one  child  died 
in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  DuMont  came  to  Marion  in  the  fall  of  1  845 
with  his  family.  He  was  a  millwright  by  trade, 
but  finding  nothing  to  do  in  his  particular  line,  he 
engaged  at  carpenter  work.  In  the  spring  of  1849, 
he  joined  a  party,  and  with  ox-teams  crossed  the 
plains  and  mountains  to  Oregon,  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  California,  where  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  and  in  mining,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  two 
years.  Pie  then  concluded  to  return  to  the  States, 
and  set  out,  via  the  Isthmus  and  New  York.  In 
due  time  he  turned  his  face  westward  again,  and 
found  himself  upon  the  old  stamping-ground.  .He 
became  a  permanent  resident  of  Linn  County,  and 
identified  himself  with  its  interests,  both  local  and 
political,  and  progressed  step  by  step  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  esteem  of  his  community,  being  honored 
with  the  various  minor  offices  of  his  township,  and 
finally,  in  1862,  was  elected  to  the  Judgeship  of 
the  county,  which  office  he  held  for  one  year,  and 
the  next  year,  owing  to  a  change  in  the  law,  he  was 
legislated  out  of  the  Judgship,  and  into  that  of 
Auditor  of  the  county.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  his  township  from  1858  to  1864.  He  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  educational  mat¬ 
ters,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
many  years,  having  served  several  terms  as  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  same ;  he  has  also  served  two  or  more 
terms  as  Alderman  in  the  City  Council  of  Marion. 

In  1860  Mr.  DuMont  engaged  in  the  furniture 
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business,  which  he  steadily  built  up,  and  he  has  now 
a  large  and  well-stocked  establishment,  with  a  thriv¬ 
ing  trade.  He  is  also  a  stock-holder  and  Director 
of  the  Durango  Mapimi  Mining  Company.  This 
company  was  organized  in  1880,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $3,000,000,  and  owns  rich  and  ex¬ 
tensive  tracts  of  land  in  Durango,  where  their  mines 
are  being  successfully  operated.  Mr.  DuMont  has 
made  four  trips  to  that  region  within  the  last  six 
years,  and  is  well  pleased  Avith  his  investment. 

Mr.  DuMont  is  a  32d  degree  Mason,  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  Consistory,  No.  2,  A.  S.  R.  M.,  becoming  a 
member  of  Old  Marion  Lodge,  No.  G,  in  1846.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  DeMolay  Lodge  No.  383,  of  Ma¬ 
rion,  also  the  Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
of  Patmos  Commandery,  No.  27.  Politically  he  was 
a  Democrat  until  1858,  then  joined  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  been  a  member  of  that  organization 
to  the  present.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DuMont  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Marion. 
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UCIUS  L.  WILSON.  Soon  after  Center 
Point  became  a  well-regulated  village,  the 
establishment  of  a  drug-store  became  indis¬ 
pensable.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  pioneer 
in  this  business,  coming  from  the  Buckeye  State  at 
an  early  day.  He  was  born  in  Morrow  County, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1843,  his  parents  being  Dr.  John  F. 
and  Mary  E.  (Maxfield)  Wilson.  The  father  was 
born  in  Emmitsburg,  Md.,  in  1812,  and  died  in 
Iowa,  April  10,  1881.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1818,  and  also  died  in  this  State,  July  14, 
1884.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Al- 
mena  F.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  in  1857 ; 
L.  L.,  of  this  notice;  Lucillus  married  Ella  M. 
Hughes;  Clara  P. ;  Gilbert  L.,  who  married  Miss 
Emma  I.  Beaman,  and  lives  at  Center  Point,  Iowa ; 
Finanda  A.  is  employed  as  a  teacher. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Emma  L. 
Hughes,  Jan.  24,  1867.  She  is  a  native  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Sept.  13,  1849,  her  par¬ 
ents  being  Francis  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Kent)  Hughes, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Hughes 
was  Superintendent  of  the  Baldwin  Steam  and  Boil¬ 
er  Works,  of  Philadelphia.  He  packed  the  first 


steam  locomotive  for  shipment  that  was  ever  sent 
out  from  the  United  States.  He  was  an  engineer 
and  machinist  by  trade,  skillful  and  ingenious  in 
his  profession.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  of  this  sketch 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Lora  Estelle,  born  Oct. 
14.  1867.  She  graduated  at  the  Center  Point  Gra¬ 
ded  School  this  year  (1886).  Miss  Lora  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  William  R.  Rogers  on  the  anniversary  of 
her  birth,  Oct.  14,  1886. 

Mr.  Wilson  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1855, 
and  engaged  in  farming  until  1862.  At  this  time 
the  agitation  between  the  North  and  South  com¬ 
menced,  and,  in  common  with  thousands  of  others 
willing  to  sever  the  ties  of  home  and  forego  busi¬ 
ness  interests,  he  willingly  proffered  his  services  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Co.  B, 
20th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war.  He  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  regiment 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  conflict,  content 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a  private,  and  after  brave 
and  faithful  service  with  his  comrades,  was  mus¬ 
tered  out,  Aug.  12, 1865.  During  these  campaigns 
he  participated  in  various  battles,  among  them 
Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  the  siege  of 
Fts.  Morgan  and  Blakely,  Mobile,  Ala.,  which  lat¬ 
ter  constituted  the  last  engagement  of  their  regi¬ 
ment,  and  the  last  battle  of  the  war.  Mr.  Wilson 
was  peculiarly  fortunate  throughout  his  career  as  a 
soldier,  never  receiving  a  wound  or  being  taken 
prisoner. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  engaged  in  the  drug- 
business  at  Center  Point  in  1867,  and  with  his 
father,  Dr.  J.  F.  Wilson,  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
well-known  Hawkeye  remedies,  such  as  liniments 
and  other  medicines,  which  have  been  successfully 
used  and  are  highly  popular  throughout  the  State. 
The  names  are  as  follows:  Iowa  Liniment,  Iowa 
Pain  Remedy,  Cholera  Reined}',  Lung  Syrup  and 
Anti-Bilious  Pills.  Mr.  L.  Wilson  is  the  inventor 
of  the  Wilson  <fc  Keogle  Fishing  and  Wharf  Lamp, 
for  which  he  secured  a  patent  in  1877.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  becoming  a 
member  of  this  order  in  1867.  He  is  also  connect 
ed  with  the  G.  A.  R.  No.  244,  Denison  Post,  and 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  Commander  of  the  Denison 
Post  above  mentioned,  Department  of  Iowa,  to 
which  worthy  position  he  was  elected  in  1883,  and 
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lias  hold  this  office  from  its  first  organization  until 
the  present  time.  Politically  lie  is  a  Republican. 
We  can  scarcely  forbear  a  reference  to  the  personal 
appearance  of  Mr.  Wilson,  as  he  is  a  man  upon 
whom  a  person  would  look  the  second  time,  meet¬ 
ing  him  on  the  street;  he  is  a  fine,  portly  looking 
man,  with  blue  eyes  and  light  complexion,  tall  and 
well  formed,  and  weighing  perhaps  200  pounds.  In 
his  community  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  being 


affable  and  genial 


in  his  manner,  attracting  friends 


on  all  sides,  and  the  natural  result  has  been  an  un- 
usually  successful  career  as  a  business  man  and 


citizen. 
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ATI  IAN  CALDWELL.  On  section  17, 
Washington  Township,  lives  the  subject  of 
our  notice,  who  was  born  in  Nicholas 
County,  Ky.,  July  7,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of 
~  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Caldwell)  Caldwell,  second 
•cousins,  and  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 
was  born  in  1778,  and  died  in  Montgomery 
County,  Iud.,  in  1849.  The  mother  was  born  the 
Mil  same  3Tear,  and  died  in  July,  1845.  This  worthy 
couple  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
David  A.,  Elizabeth,  Nathan,  Mary,  Mar- 

Jane,  who  died  in 
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lows : 

tha,  William,  Alexander,  and 
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Mr.  Nathan  Caldwell  was  united  in  marriage, 
Feb.  6,  1845,  with  Miss  Margaret  Van  Alsdale. 
She  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  born  Feb.  18, 
1823.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Njincy 
(Walker)  Van  Alsdale,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia,  respectively.  They  were  both  born  in 
the  year  1790,  in  June  and  September  respectively. 


11 


I 


I 


They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children — Julia 
A.,  William  H.,  Harriet,  Mary,  Margaret,  John, 
Alex,  Martha  E.  and  Nancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Caldwell  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing.  They  were  named  as  follows:  Thomas  S., 
Nancy,  Mary  J.,  Robert,  David,  John,  Harriet,  An¬ 
nie  and  Malinda.  Mr.  Caldwell  came  to  the  Hawk- 
e3'e  State  in  the  3'ear  1853.  He  journeyed  from 
Indiana  and  located  on  the  farm  where  he  is  now 
residing,  which  consists  of  335  acres.  Here  he  es- 
a  comfortable  homestead,  which  is  known 


for  miles  around  on  account  of  its  fine  position,  ex¬ 
cellent  surroundings,  and  general  air  of  enterprise 
and  prosperity.  He  enjoys  the  companionship  of 
his  three  sons,  who  are  carrying  on  the  farm,  and 
thus  in  his  later  3’ears,  relieving  him  of  large  re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

In  politics  Mr.  Caldwell  is  Republican,  and  he 
has  educated  his  sons  in  the  same  faith.  He  pos¬ 
sesses  an  intelligent  mind,  keen  observation,  and 
takes  great  interest  m  local  and  general  matters,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  which  characterizes  the  good 
citizen  and  valuable  member  of  societ3r.  In  the 
3rear  1875  Mr.  Caldwell  became  greatly  afflicted 
b3T  the  loss  of  his  eye-sight,  occasioned  by  that  dis¬ 
tressing  complaint,  neuralgia.  He  is  thus  deprived 
of  gleaning  for  himself  from  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  day  the  incidents  going  on  around  him  and 
in  the  world  at  large,  but  his  hearing  is  acute  and 
his  memory  retentive,  and  he  thus  contrives  to 
keep  himself  better  informed  than  many  who  have 
the  full  use  of  their  faculties.  He  is  a  gentleman 
who  will  be  missed  from  his  place  when  it  is  made 
vacant.  Mrs.  Caldwell  is  a  lady  of  superior  worth 
and  amiability,  and  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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ON.  JOHN  P.  CARBEE.  Among  the  goodly 
land-owners  of  Linn  County,  well-to-do 
farmers,  and  respected  and  honored  citizens, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
brief  notice,  and  who  resides  on  his  fine  and  pro¬ 
ductive  farm  on  section  5,  Brown  Township.  Mr. 
C'arbee’s  parents  were  John  H.  and  Anna  (Powers) 
Carbee.  The  father  was  born  in  Newbmy,  Vt.,  and 
the  mother  in  the  same  town.  They  were  married 
in  that  place  and  subsequently  moved  to,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Bath,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  followed  his  calling  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Bath  until  his  death.  His  good  wife 
also  died  there.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
and  named  Lois,  John  P.,  William,  Sarah,  Mary, 
Henry,  Milo,  Samuel  and  Annie. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  first  saw  light  in  Bath, 
Grafton  Co.,  N.  II.,  May  3,  1823.  He  lived  with 
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the  old  folk  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  then  worked  out  for  a  year  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  county,  by  the  month.  Going  to  Vermont, 
he  continued  to  labor  by  the  month  until  1850. 
During  that  year  he  came  to  this  county,  and,  on 
reaching  here  almost  immediately  entered  300  acres 
of  Government  land,  located  on  sections  5  and  8, 
Brown  Township,  the  date  of  this  entry  being  May 
16,  1850.  .Settling  on  section  5,  he  at  once  entered 
,  actively  and  energetically  upon  the  task  of  improv¬ 
ing  his  land  and  preparing  a  permanent  home  for 
himself  and  wife.  Through  years  of  toil  and 
economy,  he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  his  land  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  erected  thereon  a 
fine  residence,  together  with  a  good  barn  and  sub¬ 
stantial  out-buildings.  lie  still  owns  the  original 
-300  acres,  and  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  he  has 
met  with  that  success  which  is  the  reward  of  perse- 
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:  verance. 
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Mr.  Carbee  was  married  in  Brown  Township, 
;  June  12,  1853,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Zachariah  and 
Sarah  (Griffith)  Hampton,  natives  of  Bucks  and  Fay¬ 
ette  Counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  After  marriage 
her  parents  located  in  Fayette  County,  whence  they 
removed  to  Ohio,  and  located  in  Morgan  County. 
From  there  they  came  to  this  county,  arriving  here 
in  the  fall  of  1851,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Viola,  Brown  Township,  where  the  father  died 
April  18, 1861.  The  mother  survives  and  is  in  her 
eighty-third  year.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them— William,  Ruth,  Lydia,  Sarah  and  Mary. 

:  Mrs.  Carbee  was  born  in  Pennsville,  Morgan  Co., 
Ohio,  May  18,  1832,  and  has  borne  our  subject  five 
children— Anna,  Ida,  Hattie,  John  and  Henry. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Bailey,  a  farmer  of 
Brown  Township;  Ida  married  W.  K.  Pearson,  and 
they  are  living  in  Anamosa;  Hattie  and  Isaiah  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  and  they  reside  in 
Brown  Township;  John  and  Henry  are  living  at 
home. 

Mr.  Carbee  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1863, 
and  served  two  years;  he  was  re-elected  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  and  served  until  1867.  His  re-election 
is  all  that  is  necessary  to  impress  upon  the  reader  his 
•  popularity  among  his  constituents,  and,  while  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  he  served  on  many  im- 

HL 


portant  committees.  He  has  held  all  the  offices 
within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen,  with  the  exception 
of  Constable  and  Township  Clerk.  The  only  secret 
society  to  which  he  ever  belonged  was  the  Union 
League.  In  politics  he  is  Republican,  and  in  re¬ 
ligion,  independent. 


J  HILIP  M.  STINGER,  one  of  the  well-to- 
)  do  farmers  of  Linn  County,  having  a  fine 
farm  < 


on  which  is  located  a  good  set  of 
buildings,  and  meeting  with  success  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  is  one  of  seven  children  born  to 
Andrew  and  Mary  Stinger.  The  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Prussian  ances- 
try.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  whence  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  followed  the  trade  of  a  glass-blower  until 
1844.  During  that  year  he  came  to  Linn  County, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Linn  Township,  where  his 
good  wife  died.  He  continued  to  reside  there,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life,  until 
18/6,  when  he  iiassed  to  meet  his  loved  one  gone 
before.  Of  their  seven  children  four  were  sons 
and  three  were  daughters,  named  as  follows :  Philip 
M.,  Theodore,  Andrew,  Francis  and  Louisa  (twins), 
Adelaide  and  Mary.  Theo  and  Andrew  were 
members  of  Co.  F,  24th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  The  former 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va. ;  An¬ 
drew  was  taken  sick  while  in  the  army,  was  brought 
home  to  Linn  Township,  and  there  died. 

Philip  M.  Stinger  was  born  in  Washington,  D. 
C.,  May  7,  1835,  and  was  nine  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  county,  and  has  conse¬ 
quently  passed  the  major  portion  of  his  life  here. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
attending  the  old  log  school-house  of  the  early 
pioneer  day  in  this  county.  He  continued  to  live 
with  the  old  folk  until  maturity  and  until  his  mar¬ 
riage,  and  then  spent  about  three  years  in  Brown 
Township,  engaged  in  farming.  Disposing  of  his 
interests  in  that  township,  he  removed  back  to  his 
first  love,  Linn  Township,  and  has  since  been  a  res¬ 
ident  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Stinger  was  married  in  Linn  Township,  Nov. 
28,  1860,  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Leigh,  a  sister  of  John 
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B.  Leigh,  whose  biography  may  be  found  in  an¬ 
other  portion  of  this  work.  Miss  Leigh  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  of  her  union 
with  our  subject  three  sons  and  two  daughters  have 
been  born.  They  were  named  George  E.,  Theodore 
E.,  Carrie,  Alice  and  Harry.  Carrie  died  when  a 
child. 

Mr.  Stinger  has  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
lie  settled  on  his  present  place  in  1863,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  326  acres  of  land,  fifty  of  which  are  in 
timber.  The  farm  is  under  a  good  state  of  culti¬ 
vation,  has  a  good  set  of  buildings  upon  it,  and 
everything  upon  the  place  indicates  thrift  and  that 
knowledge  upon  the  part  of  the  owner  which  shows 
that  he  is  well  versed  in  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Stinger  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director, 
and  has  been  President  of  the  School  Board.  In 
politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Marion, 
No.  18. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Stinger’s  fine  residence  and  sur¬ 
roundings  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


GEORGE  A.  YEISLEY.  Among  the  large 
land-owners  of  Linn  Township  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  notice,  living  on  section  21.  He 
is  a  farmer  by  calling,  and  has  passed  the  major 
portion  of  his  life  following  that  vocation,  and  that 
he  has  met  with  success  is  attributable  to  his  own 
energy  and  perseverance,  he  having  been  the  re¬ 
cipient  of  no  legacy,  and  starting  in  life  a  poor  boy. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Yeisley  were  John  and  Saloma 
(Kemrey)  Yeisley,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
German  ancestry.  After  their  marriage  the}'  set¬ 
tled  in  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  the  calling 
of  a  farmer,  and  where  both  heads  of  the  family 
died.  They  had  fourteen  children,  nine  sons  and 
five  daughters. 

George  A.  Yeisley  was  born  in  Monroe  County 


(then  Northampton  County),  Pa.,  Oct.  27,  1811. 


When  twelve  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Ohio,  and  there  passed  his  early  years  upon 
father’s  farm,  in  the  meantime  attending’  the 


his  father’s  farm,  in 

common  schools  and  receiving  a  good  education 
On  attaining  the  age  of 


manhood  he  engaged  in 


chopping  wood,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  about  : 

two  years.  He  then  farmed  for  about  the  same  3  { 

•  •  •  3r  I 

length  of  time,  and  then,  leaving  Ohio,  came  to  this  3  i 

State,  arriving  in  November,  1839,  and  settling  in  3 

Linn  Township  in  close  proximity  to  where  he  now  | 

lives;  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  was  one  of  the  3 

pioneers  of  this  county.  On  his  arrival  here,  the  - 

land  not  being  in  the  market,  our  subject  “squat-  ; 

ted”  on  section  21  of  Linn  Township,  and  at  once  ; 

began  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land. 

Four  years  after  the  land  in  Linn  County  had  3 
been  placed  in  the  market  by  the  Government,  our  ' 
subject  purchased  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  erected  m 
the  customary  log  cabin.  As  his  exchequer  became  § 
replenished  by  his  labor  and  economy,  he  bought  3 
more  land,  and  kept  adding  to  his  acreage,  until  at  | 
present  he  is  the  owner  of  538  acres,  about  230  of  : 
which  is  timber.  He  has  good  and  substantial  | 
his  farm,  and  his  life  of  labor  and  E 


buildings  on 


economy  having  secured  him  a  handsome  compe- 


£ 


tency,  he  is  now  enabled  to  retire  from  active  labor 
Mr.  Yeisley  was  married  in  what  is  now  Ashland  E 
County,  Ohio,  Jan.  5,  1837,  to  Miss  Nancy  Deal. 
She  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  13, 
1818,  her  parents  being  Frederick  and  Catherine 
(Clotfelter)  Deal,  natives  of  that  State,  and  of  Ger-  E 
man  ancestry.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  E 
daughters  and  four  sons;  they  departed  this  life  in 


Ohio.  Of  the  union  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Deal, 


ten  children  have  been  born.  They  are  as  follows:  E;{ 


Oliver,  Catherine,  Josiah,  Eliza  J.,  Anna,  Salina,  3  ! 


Mary,  George  L. 
Eliza  J 


John  F.  E.  and 


Rebecca  M. 


and  Salina  are  deceased ;  Oliver  married  g  J 


Rebecca  Keenon;  Josiah  is  living  in  California; 


Anna  married  Samuel  Johnson,  and  they  are  living 


in  Cedar  County,  this  State;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  "  j 

1| 

a 


George 


W.  Belden,  Jr.,  and  they  are  residents  of 
Jones  County,  Iowa;  Catherine,  George,  John  and 


Rebecca  are  living  on  the  old  homestead  with  their 


parents. 

Mr.  Yeisley  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Su¬ 


pervisor,  and  when  an  incumbent  of  that  office  was 


elected  from  Linn  Township.  He  has  held  various 
minor  offices  in  the  township,  such  as  Trustee  and 
School  Director.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Andrew  Jackson.  *  Our  sub¬ 
ject  has  passed  a  quiet  and  unassuming  life,  always 
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found  attending  to  his  own  business,  and  now,  as 
his  years  on  earth  are  drawing  to  a  close,  he  has  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labor,  surrounded  by  a  pleasant 
home  and  happy  family,  and  looking  back  over  the 
years  that  are  gone  he  can  truly  say  that  his  work 
is  accomplished  without  ever  having  wronged  his 
fellow-man. 
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NDREW  J.  McKEAN,  an  honored  pioneer 
@0  of  this  county,  and  what  is  now  Marion  City, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  Brad¬ 
ford  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  3,  1816,  and  is  the  son 
of  Robert  and  Martha  (Wilson)  McKean.  One  by 
one  the  early  pioneers  of  Linn  County  are  passing 
away,  and  soon  the  time  will  come  when  none  will 
live  to  testify  of  the  trials  and  struggles  through 
which  they  passed.  Mr.  McKean  is  one  of  the  liv¬ 
ing,  and  landed  in  this  country  in  1838,  seeking  a 
permanent  home  in  the  then  undeveloped  Territory 
of  Iowa.  He  came  by  team  all  the  way  from  the 
Keystone  State,  accompanied  by  an  acquaintance 
named  Hosea  W.  Gray,  and  also  Alonzo  Pratt,  from 
Pennsylvania.  As  they  passed  through  Illinois  they 
were  joined  In7  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  Irani  Wil¬ 
son,  and  his  son  Ira. 

Arriving  in  this  State  the  party  located  in  what 
is  now  Franklin  Township,  Linn  County ;  Gray  and 
the  elder  Wilson  are  now  deceased,  and  the  younger 
Wilson,  Ira,  is  a  farmer  living  about  three  miles 
east  of  Marion.  It  was  in  the  month  of  September, 
1838,  that  our  subject  first  set  foot  upon  the  soil  of 
Linn  County.  The  land  at  that  time  had  not  been 
placed  in  the  market,  and  Mr.  McKean  made  a 
claim  in  what  is  now  Franklin  Township,  near  the 
present  village  of  Mt.  Vernon.  There  he  located, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  laborious  task  of  im¬ 
proving  his  land,  and  continued  to  reside  on  the 
farm  until  1854.  During  that  year  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  removing  to  Marion,  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  was  re-elected 
to  fill  that  position  nine  terms,  serving  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  for  eighteen  years.  On  retiring  from  his  of¬ 
fice  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  K.  Gib¬ 
son  in  the  book  and  stationery  business  at  Marion. 
This  connection  continued  for  about  two  years, 
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when  our  subject  bought  his  partner’s  interest  and 
carried  on  the  business  alone  until  1877.  During  that 
year  his  eldest  son,  Allen  B.,  having  become  of  age, 
was  admitted  to  partnership,  with  a  one-third  inter¬ 
est  in  the  business.  The  firm  was  then  known  as  A.  J. 
McKean  &  Son.  Later  the  younger  son  was  adm itted 
on  the  same  terms,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  A.  J.  McKean  &  Sons.  In  1884  the  father  sold 
his  interest  to  his  two  sons,  and  they  now  conduct 
the  business  under  the  style  of  A.  B.  McKean  &  Co. 
They  carry  a  full  assortment  of  books,  stationery, 
wall-paper,  toilet  articles  and  fancy  goods,  and  have 
met  and  are  meeting  with  success. 

Andrew  J.  McKean  was  married  in  Linn  County, 
in  November,  1843,  to  Miss  Abiah,  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Electa  (Mansfield)  Day.  She  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  her  union  with  our  subject  has  been 
productive  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing  at  this  writing :  Gelinda,  the  eldest  daughter, 
died  aged  sixteen  years;  Emily,  the  second,  died 
when  three  37ears  old ;  Robert  died  in  childhood,  and 
Ellen  departed  this  life  when  sixteen  years  of  age; 
Electa  is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Burke  of  Olin,  Iowa;  Al¬ 
len  B.  married  Nora  Oakley,  and  is  a  merchant  of 
Marion;  George  A.  is  single,  and  a  partner  of  his 
brother,  Allen,  in  the  business  at  Marion;  Lillie 
B.  is  the  wife  of  E.  C.  Laas,  a  civil  engineer  resid¬ 
ing  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Mrs.  McKean  departed  this 
life  in  July,  1861,  at  Marion,  and  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1863,  our  subject  was  again  married,  Mrs. 
Phebe  L.  Hickok,  widow  of  George  Hickok,  and 
daughter  of  Elisha  Bailey,  being  the  other  contract¬ 
ing  party.  She  was  born  in  Granville,  Bradford  Co., 
Pa.  She  had  one  child  by  her  former  marriage, 
George  A.,  who  was  married  to  Miss  Lyda  Wood, 
and  is  at  present  living  in  Fremont,  Neb.,  where  he 
is  employed  as  stenographer  in  the  office  of  the  F. 
E.  &  Mo.  V.  R.  R.  Co. 

Mrs.  McKean  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  the  lodge  known  as  Ma¬ 
rion  Lodge  No.  6,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  McKean 
has  passed  forty-eight  years  of  an  active  life  within 
the  boundaries  of  this  county.  He  has  witnessed 
its  development  from  an  uncultivated  condition  to 
that  of  one  of  the  most  productive  agricultural 
counties  in  the  State,  and  during  this  time  has  been 
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more  or  less  connected  with  its  progress  and  ad¬ 
vancement.  Ilis  business  career  at  Marion  has  been 
marked  with  naught  except  straightforward  and 
honorable  dealing  with  all,  and  upon  his  past  record 
there  is  no  blot  which  will  cause  him  in  his  declin¬ 
ing  years  to  be  ashamed  to  meet  his  fellow-man, 
and  indeed  he  is  one  of  the  respected  and  honored 
citizens,  not  only  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  but  of  Linn  County. 

ENRY  C.  PLATNER,  one  of  the  extensive 
land-owners,  well-to-do  farmers  and  fore¬ 
most  citizens  of  Linn  County,  is  an  offspring 
of  Christopher  and  Mary  (Angle)  Platner, 
natives  of  Otsego  County,  N.Y.  The  parents  were 
married  and  settled  in  York  State,  whence  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Michigan,  and  in  the  fall  of  1840  came 
to  this  State  and  located  in  Cedar  County.  There 
the  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  until  his  death,  in  1867.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  Henry  C.,  is  yet  living,  and  makes 
her  home  with  him.  Thirteen  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  nine  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Henry  C.  Platner  is  the  eleventh  in  order  of 
birth  of  his  parents’  children.  He  first  saw  light  in 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Jan.  26, 1835,  and  was  but  six  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  State. 
Here  he  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
continued  to  reside  with  the  old  folk,  assisting  in 
the  labors  on  the  farm,  until  twenty-one  years  of 
his  life  had  passed.  Going  thence  to  Nebraska,  he 
spent  several  months,  and  in  February,  1855,  re¬ 
turning  to  this  State,  he  made  settlement  in  Cedar 
County.  His  first  permanent  settlement  was  in 
Linn  Township,  Linn  County,  where,  on  section  34, 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  in  that  township  until  the  present 
time. 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  mainly  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising.  He  now 
has  a  few  head  of  thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle. 
Since  first  purchasing  his  eighty-acre  tract  he  has 
added  to  his  landed  interests,  and  is  at  present  the 
owner  of  404  acres,  the  major  portion  of  which  is 
in  good  tillable  condition.  On  his  home  place  he 


has  erected  a  fine  residence,  together  with  a  good 
barn  and  necessary  out-buildings,  and  while  per¬ 
forming  the  necessary  routine  of  farm  life  his  com¬ 
petency  enables  him  to  enjoy  it.  Mr.  Platner  was 
married  in  Franklin  Township,  this  county,  Oct.  21, 
1855,  to  Mary  C.  Ringer,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Faust)  Ringer,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
parents  came  to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1851,  and 
settled  in  Franklin  Township,  both  of  them  dying 
at  Lisbon.  Mrs.  Platner  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  in  February,  1835.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  five  children  have  been  born : 
C.  F.,  Alice  R.,  Ida  E.,  Charles  E.  and  Earl 
H.  C.  F.  married  Margaret  J.  Ellison,  and 
they  are  living  in  Cedar  County,  this  State ;  Alice 
R.  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Ink,  and  they  are  living  in 
Linn  Township;  Ida  married  J.  Edward  Johnston, 
and  they  are  also  living  in  Linn  Township.  Mr. 
Platner  has  held  the  office  of  County  Supervisor 
one  term,  and  also  that  of  Township  Supervisor. 
He  has  been  Township  Trustee  and  Road  Overseer, 
and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  at  Lisbon. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  fine  residence,  out¬ 
buildings  and  thoroughbred  stock  of  Mr.  Platner  is 
shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


AVID  HUNT,  a  successful  and  prosperous 
farmer,  industriously  and  actively  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen  vocation 
on  his  fine  eighty-acre  farm  on  section  24, 
Brown  Township,  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Mary 
(Cravens)  Hunt,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
respectively.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar¬ 
ried  and  settled  in  Virginia,  subsequently  removing 
to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until 
called  to  join  the  silent  majority  on  the  other  shore. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them — David,  Ade¬ 
line,  Harriet,  Craven,  Lydia  A.,  Julia  A.,  Joel, 
George  W.  and  Charles  4V. 

David  Hunt  was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va., 
Aug.  3,  1807.  He  was  about  seven  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  lived,  engaged  in  farm  work  and  devel- 
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oping  into  manhood.  He  remained  with  the  old 
folk  until  about  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  be¬ 
came  the  owner  of  a  small  farm  in  Belmont  County, 
and  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1866. 
In  September  of  that  year  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  24, 
Brown  Township,  located  upon  it,  and  has  lived 
there  until  the  present  time.  The  land  is  all  tilla¬ 
ble  and  he  has  met  with  success  in  his  calling-. 

Mr  Hunt  was  married  in  Belmont  County,  Aug. 
2,  1832,  to  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Wright)  Wilson.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  her  mother  of  Ireland,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  her  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States.  They  settled  in  Ches¬ 
ter  County,  Pa.,  subsequently  removing  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  where  the}-  both  died.  They  had 
four  children — Wright,  Lydia,  Mary  A.  and  Jane. 
Mary  A.  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  24, 
1813,  and  has  borne  her  husband  ten  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  The  names  of  the  children 
are,  Mary  J.,  Pleasant,  Wilson,  Tanson,  Abner, 
Archibald,  Simeon,  Julia  A.,  Lemuel  and  Sarah  L. 
Pleasant  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  T.  Elliott,  and  they 
are  living  in  Union  County,  this  State.  Wilson 
married  Fanny  C.  Pyle  and  they  are  living  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  Abner  selected  Miss  Sarah  Gregg  as  his 
life  companion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject,  in  politics,  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


VILLIAM  K.  McDOWELL.  This  gentleman 
was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Fairfax  Township, 
and  is  now  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  1,  where  he  owns  a  farm 
of  160  acres,  all  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  came  to  Linn  County  in  1855,  reach¬ 
ing  its  boundaries  March  19  of  that  year.  He  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Oct.  24,  1832.  His  father,  John  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  con¬ 
siderably  engaged  in  shingle-making.  He  was  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  County,  of  Irish  ancestry. 
He  was  married  in  the  county  of  his  birth  to  Miss 
Mary  Keltz,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  good 


old  Scotch  descent.  They  passed  then-  lives  in 
Westmoreland  County,  accumulated  a  good  prop¬ 
erty,  and  died  there. 

William  K.  McDowell  was  the  youngest  but  one 
of  eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters. 
He  lived  at  home,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm 
and  in  his  other  labors,  until  he  became  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune.  He 
had  a  desire  to  see  the  western  country,  and  first 
traced  his  steps  to  Noble  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
worked  on  the  farm  of  his  uncle  for  a  short  time. 
He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  his  experience  there, 
however,  and  the  following  year  pulled  up  stakes 
and  started  for  the  West.  He  came  into  Linn 
County,  and  being  pleased  with  the  face  of  the 
country,  he  determined  to  locate  there.  He  began 
as  a  farm  laborer,  and  continued  thus  occupied  for 
two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  hav¬ 
ing  saved  his  money,  he  rented  a  tract  of  land  and 
again  commenced  farming.  The  land  was  only 
slightly  improved,  but  he  went  to  work  with  a  will, 
his  labors  were  prospered,  and  in  due  time  he  found 
himself  with  sufficient  means  to  purchase  the  land 
which  he  had  first  rented.  This  purchase,  with  sub¬ 
sequent  additions,  now  constitutes  the  fine  home¬ 
stead  of  the  family. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  and  Miss  Catherine 
Listebarger  were  united  in  marriage  in  Fairfax 
Township,  March  26,  1861.  Mrs.  McD.  was  born 
in  Cedar  Rapids  in  December,  1842.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Maria  (King)  Listebarger. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and  both  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  emigrated  to  Iowa  and 
settled  in  Linn  County,  near  Cedar  Rapids  City,  at 
an  early  day.  They  subsequently  removed  from 
there  into  Fairfax  Township,  where  the  father  died 
in  1862.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  resides 
with  her  son  in  this  township.  They  trained  their 
children  to  lives  of  high  moral  principle  and  hon¬ 
esty  of  character,  and  are  affectionately  remembered 
by  Mrs.  McDowell. 

Of  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife  nine  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  viz.:  Elmer  E.,  who  resides 
in  Cedar  Rapids  and  owns  a  milk  route;  John  T., 
who,  with  his  brother,  Josiah  E.,  lives  in  Wyoming 
Territory;  William,  Bert,  George,  Nettie  M.,  Maria 
B.  and  Albert  J.  are  living  with  their  parents  at 
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home.  They  are  a  fine  family  and  an  ornament  to 
the  community  in  which  they  reside.  In  politics 
Mr.  McDowell  is  a  straight  Republican,  casting  his 


vote  conscientiously  with  that  party, 
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YRELL  AY.  WEBSTER  is  one  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Linn  County  who  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  from  an  itinerant  ped¬ 
dler  has  become  a  successful  and  well-to-do  farmer, 
his  place  being  located  on  section  12.  Linn  Town¬ 
ship.  Our  subject’s  father,  Wingate  Webster,  was 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  his  wife,  Laura 
(Goodell)  Webster,  was  born  in  the  Green  Mount¬ 
ain  State.  After  their  marriage  they  located  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  where  they  lived  until  their  death.  Of  their 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  He  was  born  in  Morristown,  Vt.,  Nov.  13, 
1821.  Living  at  home  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  he  started  forth  to  fight  life’s  battle  single- 
handed  and  alone,  going  to  Boston,  Mass.,  with  a 
drove  of  cattle.  He  soou  after  went  to  York  State, 
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ford,  Vt.,  where  he  partially  learned  the  shoemaker’s 
trade.  He,  however,  followed  that  occupation  only 
a  short  time  when  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  after¬ 
ward  went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  worked  out 
about  four  years  on  various  farms.  Coming  back 
to  Vermont,  he  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business,  and 
was  thus  occupied  for  about  a  year.  We  next  hear 
of  him  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
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lumbering  and  the  sawmill  business,  together  with 


that  of  farming,  for  a  while.  He  next  embarked  in 


the  peddling  of  Yankee  notions,  and  traveled  over 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  New  York,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  in  the  interest  of  his  busi¬ 
ness.  Abandoning  this  occupation  he  went  to  York 


State,  and  there  worked  on  a  farm  and  in  a  sawmill 
for  several  months,  when  he  again  began  peddling, 
and  visited  several  of  the  States. 

In  1850  Mr.  Webster  came  to  this  county,  and  at 


once  engaged  in  farming,  a  portion  of  the  time 


working  by  the  month  and  the  remainder  on  rented 
land,  and  in  winter  seasons  he  ran  a  sawmill  in  Jones 
County.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing,  he  was 
of  a  roving  disposition,  and  in  1853  he  went  to  Ore¬ 


gon,  and  was  gone  about  seven  months.  While  there 
he  worked  in  a  sawmill  and  in  a  mine,  and  also  at 
carpentering.  From  Oregon  he  went  to  California, 
and  was  a  resident  of  that  State  for  two  or  three 
years.  Then,  going  to  Texas,  he  remained  a  time, 
then  went  to  New  Orleans,  whence  he  came  back  to 
Linn  County,  and  has  since  made  this  his  home,  and  : 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  the 
owner  of  130  acres  in  this  county  and  six  acres  of  § 
timber  land  in  Jolies  County,  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Webster  was  married  in  Linn  Township,  Sept.  : 
15,  1859,  to  Mary  A.  Kirby.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Ruth  (Barnes)  Gamberton,  and  widow 
of  Joseph  N.  Kirby,  who  died  in  Linn  Township, 
Aug.  29,  1858.  She  had  been  married  previous  to 
her  union  with  Mr.  Kirby,  her  first  husband  being  - 
Samuel  Remmington,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  3 
Eliphalet  S.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Kirby,  she  had 
a  daughter,  Mary  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  : 
Penn.  Mr.  Webster  has  held  the  office  of  Road 
Commissioner,  and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Re-  j 
publican  party.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church. 
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E.  MINER,  of  the  firm  of  Miner  &  Morgan, 
dealers  in  grain,  seeds,  flour  and  drain  tile, 
and  whose  place  of  business  is  on  the  corner 
of  First  St.  and  Fourth  Ave.,  Cedar  Rapids, 
was  born  in  Allen’s  Grove,  Wis.,  in  November,  1851, 
and  is  a  son  of  C.  B.  and  Ellen  (Platt)  Miner,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  York.  Mr.  C.  B.  Miner  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  came  to  Wisconsin  in  1840, 
purchasing  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Walworth  Coun¬ 
ty,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1870,  when 
he  moved  to  Winnebago  City,  Minn.,  where  he  is 
still  engaged  in  farming.  They  have  a  family  of 
four  children,  all  living:  M.  E.,  our  subject;  Frank 
married  J.  A.  Armstrong,  a  banker  of  Winnebago 
County,  Minn. ;  J.  P.  and  Carrie. 

M.  E.  Miner  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  common  schools, 
and  also  received  an  academical  education.  After 
leaving  the  parental  roof  he  went  to  Chicago,  and 


w 


L: 

i=s 


i 

n 

i 

s 

1 

li 

}:E 


lr.C 

I 

fols 

u: 

1 

I 


i:: 

i:!: 

IS 

vt 

is 

v» 

is 

U-:£ 

I 

I  | 

i:: 

i-f 

II 
if 

1|S 

I 

if  I 

A 

Hj:€ 

IS 
i  : 


was  engaged  for  three  years  on  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  the  interest  of  L.  C.  Platt  &  Co.  He  next  went 
to  State  Center,  Marshall  Co.,  Iowa,  and  engaged 
in  the  grain  business,  which  lie  continued  for  two 
years.  In  1878  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  present  business.  The  firm  is  doing 
business  at  six  stations  on  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R. 
In  connection  with  their  elevator  business  they  have 
a  feed-mill  with  a  capacity  of  600  bushels  per  day. 
Mr.  Miner  has  the  only  elevator  doing  business  in 
Cedar  Rapids.  It  has  a  storage  capacity  of  25,000 
bushels,  and  they  have  handled  250,000  bushels  of 
grain  per  }rear. 

In  1877  our  subject  married  Miss  Flora  B.  Shel¬ 
ley,  and  their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
three  Children — Carl  S.,  Bessie  and  Helen  C.  Mr. 
Miner  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  holds  the 
office  of  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward;  he  is  also 
President  of  the  Loan  Association  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner  are  members  of  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee. 
He  is  respected  both  in  business  and  social  circles, 
and  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 


ylLLIAM  BOXWELL  is  a  farmer  by  calling, 
and  has  a  nice  farm  of  190  acres  on  section 
14,  Linn  Township.  His  occupation  is  that 
of  an  agriculturist,  and  in  fact  he  has  never  known 
any  other  vocation.  He  is  a  son  of  Robert  and 
Rhoda  (Young)  Boxwell,  who  were  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Their  early  lives  were  passed  in  that  State ; 
there  they  were  married  and  lived  until  1845,  when, 
hoping  to  better  their  financial  condition  in  life  and 
to  procure  homes  for  their  children,  they  emigrated 
to  the  undeveloped  and  unoccupied  lands  of  this 
county.  Coming  here,  they  located  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  and  here  the  father  entered  upon  the  active 
duties  necessary  in  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  a  farm,  with  the  aid  of  his  children,  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  reside  upon  the  same  until  death.  The  de¬ 
mise  of  his  good  wife  also  occurred  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship. 

William  Boxwell  was  one  of  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  to  his  parents,  and  first  saw  light 
in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  23,  1830.  Accom¬ 


panying  his  parents  to  this  count}'  in  1845,  when  fif¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  he  settled  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  and  at  once  lent  a  helping  hand  in  its  im¬ 
provement.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  on  sec¬ 
tion  14,  Linn  Township,  and  consisted  of  forty  acres, 
which  is  now  owned  by  his  brother,  Robert  Box- 
well.  Our  subject  improved  each  shining  moment 
of  his  time,  saved  his  means,  and  labored  industri¬ 
ously  to  accumulate,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
1 90  acres  of  land,  the  major  portion  of  which  is  tilla- 
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ble.  He  keeps  about  twenty-five  head  of  cattle  and 
ten  head  of  horses  on  his  place,  and  fattens  seventy 
head  of  hogs,  on  an  average,  annually,  for  the  mar¬ 
ket.  He  has  good  buildings  on  his  place,  and  in  the 
conducting  of  his  farm  is  meeting  with  signal 
success. 

William  Boxwell  was  married  in  Marion,  this 
county,  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1865.  The  lady 
who  captivated  him  and  induced  him  to  change  his 
life  of  single  blessedness  to  that  of  a  Benedict,  was 
Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  William  and  Almira  Mc¬ 
Creary.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boxwell 
four  children  have  been  born,  and  named,  Frank  L., 

Moses  A.,  Clarence  and  Clara.  Frank  married  Miss 
Mary  Ellison,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township. 

The  other  children  all  reside  at  home.  Mrs.  Box- 
well  is  a  member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church.  Our 
subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  always  casts  his 
vote  for  that  party  when  opportunity  affords. 

RANK  HORAK,  a  leading  citizen  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  now  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  at  56  and  58  North  First  street,  is  a 
native  of  Bohemia,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  22, 

1855.  His  father,  whose  name  was  Joseph,  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  old 
country. 

Frank  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  his  father  died.  His  mother  gathered  her 
children  about  her  shortly  afterward  and  set  sail  for 
this  country.  She  found  a  desirable  location  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  she  lived  until  April  21, 

1883,  when  she  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  family  here,  Frank  secured  a 
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position  with  lligley  Bros.,  as  :i  clerk  in  their  hard¬ 
ware  store.  Here  he  faithfully  labored  for  three 
years,  when  he  had  secured  such  an  insight  into  the 
business  enterprise  in  this  country  that  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  start  out  on  his  own  account.  He  first  em¬ 
barked  in  the  grocery  trade,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
nearly  four  years.  lie  then  carried  on  a  restaurant 
for  two  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  to¬ 
baccos  and  temperance  drinks,  in  which  he  grew 
wealthy.  lie  recently  bought  out  the  grocery 
business  of  Frank  Seda,  and  is  successfully  running 
it  at  the  above  location,  in  connection  with  his 
son  Frank.  Mr.  Horak  has  always  conducted  his 
business  on  the  principles  of  fair  and  honest  deal¬ 
ing. 

Sept.  17,  1870,  is  the  date  of  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  with  Mary  Kramel,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mrs.  Horak  was  born 
and  reared  in  the  old  country,  living  there  from  the 
time  of  her  birth  in  August,  1852,  till  I860,  when, 
with  her  parents,  she  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  They 
are  making  their  home  with  her  at  the  present  time. 
She  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely :  Frank, 
Mary,  Anna  and  Joseph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  II.  are 
Catholic  in  their  religious  views,  and  politically  he 
is  a  Democrat. 


HOMAS  D.  YOCOM,  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Brown  Township,  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye  State  since 
1871.  He  is  located  on  his  comfortable  home¬ 
stead  on  section  18,  which  comprises  160  acres  of 
choice  and  well-cultivated  land,  which  he  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  through  his  own  energy,  industry  and 
perseverance.  He  bears  a  record  of  which  he 
should  be  amply  proud  .and  satisfied,  and  ranks 
among  the  good  citizens  and  honest  men  who  have 
made  the  State  of  Iowa  one  of  the  first  in  the 
Union. 

Thomas  D.  Y'ocom  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Belmont  County,  Dec.  17,  1829.  He  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  their  removal  to  Morgan  County, 
when  he  accompanied  them,  and  continued  at  home 


until  he  had  nearly  attained  his  majority.  He  was 
soon  thereafter  married,  and  first  located  in  this 
latter  county.  His  father  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  our  subject  served  an  apprenticeship 
under  his  instruction,  working  at  that  business  for 
fifteen  years  after  his  marriage.  He  then  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  farm  in  Morgan  County  and  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  continuing  in 
these  until  1871.  Believing  that  he  could  better 
his  financial  condition  by  going  further  west,  he 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  landed  on  the  soil  of 
the  Hawkeye  State.  He  proceeded  to  Linn  County 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  on  section  18,  which  continues  his  permanent 
home. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Anna 
Bailey  took  place  Feb.  28,  1849.  This  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Wood)  Bailej7, 
natives  of  Virginia.  They  removed  from  their  na¬ 
tive  State  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  afterward  to 
Athens,  then  to  Morgan  County,  and  thence  to 
Missouri,  where  the  father  died.  The  mother  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  to  Kansas,  and  resides  there  at 
the  present  time.  To  their  union  were  born  seven 
children — Anna,  John,  Elizabeth,  James,  George, 
Mary  and  Sarah.  Anna  was  born  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  seven  children — Henry  D.,  Charles,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Nathan  G.,  Thomas  A.,  Mary  E.  and  Sarah 
A.  Henry  died  in  infancy;  Charles  died  when 
a  child  about  six  years  old;  Edward  married  Miss 
Louise  M.  Calvert,  and  resides  in  Marshall  County, 
Iowa;  Nathan  died  when  about  four  years  old; 
Thomas  married  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Pearson,  and  they 
reside  in  Marshall  County,  Iowa;  Mary  E.  died  in 
infancy;  Sarah  A.  resides  at  home.  The  wife  of 
our  subject  departed  this  life  Sept.  10,  1864,  in 
Morgan  County,  Ohio. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Yrocom  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  Dec.  12,  1865,  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Bailey, 
daughter  of  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  (Embree)  Bailey, 
natives  of  Ohio.  They  were  residents  of  Morgan 
County,  and  the  parents  of  the  following-named 
children:  Mary  J.,  Deborah  A.,  John,  Joseph, 
Rachel  and  Albert  M.  Rachel  was  fatally  injured 
by  a  gun-shot  wound.  Maiy  J.  was  born  in  Bel¬ 
mont  County,  Dec.  22,  1835,  and  by  her  marriage 
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L  ;  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Rachel  and  Joshua, 
'  who  reside  at  home. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Thomas  D.  Yocom  were 
v  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Dewes)  Yocom.  The  father 
;  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  horn  near  the  head- 
waters  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  in  1797.  The 

it  * 

mother  was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State, 
born  in  1806,  near  Bellefonte.  The  father  was  of 

a  descendant  of 
After  their  mar- 


COUNTY. 


v  :  German  ancestry,  and  the  mother 

stanch  old  Irish  progenitors. 

riage  they  settled  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  whence 

they  removed  in  1847,  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio, 

where  their  lives  terminated,  the  father  dying  June 

19,  1878,  and  the  mother  April  18,  1885.  They 

5  became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz.,  Samuel 

B.,  Thomas  D.,  James  R.,  Daniel  S.,  Jesse,  Rebecca 

r„  J.,  Mary  A.,  Rachel  and  William  W.  They  were 

:  excellent  and  higlity  respected  old  people,  and 

reared  their  children  to  principles  of  truth  and 

Ba 


honesty. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yocom  are  members  of  the  Society 


of  Friends,  endeavoring  to  follow  out  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  their  faith.  They  are  quiet  and  peaceable 
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neighbors,  stanch  friends,  and  valued  members  of 
the  community.  Mr.  Yocom  is  Republican  in 
politics,  is  decided  in  his  views,  and  expresses  his 
opinion  in  a  manner  which  invariably  commands 
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and  energetic  agriculturist,  operating 
farm  of  his  father,  which  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  23.  He  is  the  second  son  of  William  H. 


LMER  E.  FURMAN.  This  promising  young 
citizen  of  Clinton  Township  is  a  prosperous 

the 


of  English  descent, 
occupation.  Both  died  in  New  Fork  State.  Y  ill- 
iam  H.  was  reared  to  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker, 


Furman,  who  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  this 
community. 

William  H.  Furman  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  11,  1831.  His  parents  were 
and  his  father  was  a  miller  by 
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after  he  became  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
tl3 


and  followed  it  for  some  time  in  his  native  State. 
Owing  to  ill-health,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon 
this  business  and  adopt  some  occupation  which 
would  afford  him  more  active  exercise,  and  tliere- 


The  marriage  of  William  H.  Furman  and  Miss  Bet¬ 
sy  W.  Barnes  was  celebrated  in  September,  1853, 
in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  The  parents  of  this 
lad}'  were  occupied  in  farm  pursuits,  and  she  was 
reared  to  womanhood  in  her  native  State.  She 
only  lived  five  years  after  her  marriage,  in  the 
meantime  coming  to  Iowa  with  her  husband.  Her 
death  occurred  in  Linn  County  in  May,  1858,  and 
by  this  sad  event  two  little  children  were  bereaved 
of  a  mother’s  care.  These  are  now  deceased.  In  due 
time  Mr.  Furman  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
with  Miss  Emily  C.  Barger.  This  lady  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania;  her  parents  were  also  natives  of 
the  same  State,  and  of  German  descent.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  F.  she  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  as  follows:  A.  Lincoln,  Elmer  E.,  Jessie 
F.,  Nellie  G.,  Queen  Beatrice  and  Gertrude. 

Elmer  E.  Furman  was  the  second  child  born  of 
the  second  marriage  of  his  father.  His  birth  took 
place  April  5,  1861,  in  Rapids  Township.  His  par¬ 
ents  came  into  the  county  in  1855,  and  located 
upon  a  tract  of  uncultivated  land  of  160  acres, 
which  they  improved,  and  were  very  successful  in 
their  efforts  to  produce  the  most  marketable  arti¬ 
cles.  They  subsequently  owned  a  farm  in  Fairfax 
Township  of  160  acres,  and  two  farms  of  the  same 
extent  in  Clinton  Township.  They  took  possession 
of  their  present  homestead  in  1869,  and  occupied  it 
for  seventeen  }'ears,  and  in  the  spring  of  1883 
pulled  up  stakes  and  emigrated  further  west,  finally 
settling  in  Hand  County,  Dak.,  on  a  farm  near  the 
town  of  Miller.  Here  they  are  very  successful  in 
their  farm  operations,  giving  special  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  fine  stock  and  wheat-growing. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at  home 
and  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  township. 
He  has  been  engaged  upon  the  farm  he  now  occu¬ 
pies  for  three  years,  and  is  very  successful  in  his 
operations.  He  has  inherited  the  good  judgment 
and  industry  of  his  father,  and  bids  fair  to  become 
as  prominent  and  substantial  a  citizen  as  is  that 
gentleman.  Our  subject  is  still  unmarried,  esteem¬ 
ing  it  the  wiser  part  to  become  thoroughly  estab¬ 
lished  in  his  business  and  social  relations  before 
taking  upon  himself  further  and  more  weighty  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  Mr.  Furman,  Sr.,  held  most  of  the 
local  offices  of  his  township,  and  is  a  man  greatly 
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looked  up  to  in  his  community.  The  father  and 
sons  are  all  Republicans,  and  active  and  energetic 
in  their  endorsement  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 
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^  AMES  M.  OXLEY  is  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  as  well  as  law-abiding  and  respected 
citizens  of  Linn  County,  and  resides  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  Brown  Township.  His  parents  were 
Everett  and  Celia  (Scott)  Oxley,  whose  biographies 


II 


are  given  in  connection  with  that  of  Perry  Oxlej 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  to  which  the  reader  is 
referred.  James  Oxley  was  born  in  Switzerland 
Count}',  Ind.,  April  21,  1821,  and  was  but  a  child 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  his 
father  died.  Ilis  mother  then  moved  to  Montgom¬ 
ery  County,  Ind.,  and  there  our  subject  continued 
to  live  until  he  came  to  this  State.  He  received  a 
common-school  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
worked  on  the  farm,  there  developing  into  man- 
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hood. 

In  1844  our  subject  came  to  this  State,  and  about 
two  years  afterward  settled  near  Springville,  Brown 
Township.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  that  township 
since  his  first  settlement  there,  and  been  continu¬ 
ously  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  at 
present  the  owner  of  170  acres  of  valuable  land  on 
section  19,  Brown  Township,  on  which  he  has  a 
good  and  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  is 
meeting  with  success  in  the  prosecution  of  his  voca¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Oxley  was  married  in  Brown  Township,  Jan. 
24,  1850,  to  Mary  J.  Reneau,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Mary  (Browning)  Reneau,  whose  biographies  are 
given  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  J.  S.  Butler, 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Oxley 
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was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  6,  1830, 
and  has  borne  our  subject  seven  children — Jose¬ 
phine,  Everett  T.,  Martha  J.,  Edgar  M.,  Cora  B.,  Al¬ 
berta  and  Althea.  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Julius 
AV  hite,  and  they  are  living  in  Pocahontas  County, 
Iowa;  Everett  married  Elizabeth  Cornel,  and  they 
live  in  Greene  County,  this  State;  Martha  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Gill,  of  Springville,  this  county;  Ed¬ 
gar  married  Elma  Bear,  and  they  live  in  Greene 
County,  Iowa;  Cora  married  Lemon  Stone,  and 


they  are  residents  of  Brown  Township;  Alberta  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Bindley  Pickering,  and  they  are 
living  in  Brown  Township;  Althea  also  resides  in 
the  latter-named  township. 

Mr.  Oxley  has  Held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee 
and  School  Director,  and  has  been  the  incum¬ 
bent  of  the  latter  office  for  many  years.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  polities  he  is  identified  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  has  met 
with  reverses  in  life,  but  has  never  been  discouraged 
to  the  extent  of  giving  up.  April  15,  1805,  about 
5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  his  residence  took  fire 
and  was  totally  destroyed,  together  with  its  con¬ 
tents.  His  loss,  besides  house,  was  $600.  In  June, 
1 860,  Mr.  O.  planted  some  maple  seed  upon  his  farm, 
and  afterward  set  out  the  shoots,  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  is  that  to-day  he  has  a  splendid  maple 
grove  standing  just  north  of  his  residence.  His 
farm  is  a  fine  one,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
vocation  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  suc¬ 
cess. 
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ENEAR  BROS.  This  firm,  composed  of 
Daniel  and  Adam  Menear,  are  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  Central  House,  at  Center  Point, 
which  is  one  of  the  favorite  hotels  of  Linn 
Daniel  was  born  Sept.  20,  1850,  and 
Adam,  Oct.  7,  1860.  They  are  the  sons  of  Daniel 
and  Magdalena  (Lerew)  Menear,  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  who  are  still 
living  in  Pennsylvania,  occupied  in  farming  pur¬ 
suits.  The  parental  famil}'  consisted  of  seven 
children — Mahala,  George,  Elizabeth,  Jacob,  Dan¬ 
iel,  Clara  and  Adam. 

Daniel  Menear,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Mentzer,  July 
18,  1871.  She  was  born  June  26,  1854,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Zerubbabel  and  Margaret  (Bartleson) 
Mentzer,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively;  the  father  born  Oct.  23,  1820,  and 
the  mother  Dec.  10,  1833.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  and  the  mother  departed 
this  life  in  1874.  The  children  were:  Ida,  Lucy, 
Charles,  John,  Allen,  Ellen  and  Blanche.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Menear  are  the  parents  of  one  child — a  son, 
Dan.  C. 
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Zerubbabel  Mentzer  came  to  Iowa  in  1853.  and 
located  in  Marion,  where  he  remained  about  seven 
years.  The  family  then  removed  to  Center  Point, 
where  they  remained  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.  There 
the  father  remained  two  years,  and  thence  went  to 
Mound  City,  Kan.,  where  he  still  resides.  lie  is  a 
substantial  citizen,  and  Democratic  in  politics. 

Daniel  Menear  established  a  livery  business  in 
Center  Point  in  1878.  and  in  1885,  in  company 
with  his  brother  Adam,  purchased  the  Central 
House,  which  thej^  have  operated  with  marked 
success.  As  “mine  host”  they  understand  thor¬ 
oughly  the  art  of  gaining  the  good-will  of  the 
people,  and  Mrs.  Menear  is  an  able  assistant  of 
her  husband,  a  lady  of  fine  accomplishments  and 
great  amiability. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  Daniel  Menear 
entered  the  army,  becoming  a  member  of  the  99th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  did  good  service  until 
his  honorable  discharge.  He  subsequently  went  to 
the  Black  Hills  with  his  brother,  where  they  worked 
by  the  day  in  the  mines  near  Deadwood.  They 
made  some  money,  but  parted  with  considerable 
of  their  wealth  before  they  returned  home.  Mr. 
Menear  says  he  came  back  a  wiser  if  not  a  better 
man  than  when  he  started.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  Denison  Post  No.  244,  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Center  Point,  and  in  politics  is  a  reliable  and  con¬ 
scientious  Democrat.  Mrs.  M.  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


UNCAN  McTAVISH,  M.  D.,  is  a  recent 
and  valued  addition  to  the  medical  frater¬ 
nity  of  Linn  County,  and  is  located  in 
Central  City.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
born  in  Halton  County,  Jan.  17,  1840.  His  father, 
Dugald  McTavish,  was  born  in  Argylshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Glasgow,  where  he 
graduated  at  the  University.  He  was  a  mechanical 
engineer,  and  emigrated  to  America  about  1829, 
following  his  profession  for  several  years  afterward, 
and  in  the  meantime  purchased  land  in  Halton 
County,  and  while  working  at  his  profession,  em¬ 
ployed  laborers  to  clear  the  land,  upon  which  he 
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subsequently  settled,  and  remained  engaged  in  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits  tbe  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  there  in  1882.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Catherine  Buchanan,  also  a  native  of  Argyl¬ 
shire,  and  of  their  union  there  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband 
two  years,  and  departed  this  life  in  1884. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  eldest  child  of 
his  parents.  He  obtained  a  good  education  by  at¬ 
tending  the  public  schools,  and  pursued  the  study 
of  English  classics  and  mathematics  until  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  when  he  commenced  teaching.  In 
the  meantime  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine, 
and  b}”  his  duties  as  a  teacher  earned  sufficient 
money  to  pa}'  his  way  through  college.  In  1863 
he  pursued  his  studies  and  afterward  attended  med¬ 
ical  lectures  at  Philadelphia,  graduating  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Eclectic  College.  About  eighteen  months 
later  he  abandoned  the  Eclectic  and  attached  him¬ 
self  to  the  Regular  .School  of  Medicine,  to  which  he 
has  since  adhered. 

After  receiving  his  diploma,  Dr.  McTavish  re¬ 
commenced  his  labors  of  teacher,  at  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  at  Guelph,  Canada,  being  employed  as  clas¬ 
sical  and  mathematical  teacher  in  the  High  School 
there.  At  the  termination  of  this  engagement  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Waldemar, 
Canada.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  his  situation 
and  prospects,  however,  and  resolved  to  seek  a 
home  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Accordingly,  in 
1872,  he  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  and  came 
into  Iowa,  and  located  at  Colo,  Story  County, 
opening  an  office,  and  began  practicing  his  profes¬ 
sion  there.  Four  years  later  he  opened  a  drug¬ 
store  in  connection  with  his  practice,  and  was  very 
successful  up  to  July  4,  1879,  when  he  met  with  a 
disaster,  his  drug-store  being  destroyed  by  fire. 
By  this  calamity  he  also  lost  a  large  stock  of  goods 
and  a  valuable  library.  He  then  removed  from 
Colo  and  located  in  Wright  County.  This  locality, 
however,  proved  unfavorable  to  his  health.  He 
was  attacked  with  pernicious  malaria,  and  obliged 
to  abandon  his  practice  for  the  time. 

In  the  winter  of  1883-84  Dr.  McTavish  went  to 
DesMoines,  Iowa,  and  attended  a  course  of  medi¬ 
cal  lectures  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons.  He  pursued  his  studies  through  the  follow- 
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in<>:  summer,  and  the  next  winter  'took  another 
course  at  this  college,  from  which  he  received  his 
diploma  in  the  spring  of  1885.  lie  then  again 
opened  an  olliee  in  Eagle  Grove  in  Wright  County, 
but  in  October  he  was  again  attacked  with  perni¬ 
cious  malaria,  and  was  forced  to  seek  another  loca¬ 
tion.  He  then  came  to  Linn  County  and  stopped 
in  Paris  until  February,  1880,  and  thence  came  to 
Central  City,  where  he  is  building  up  a  good  prac¬ 
tice. 

In  September,  1800,  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Tavish  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Beattie  took  place. 
NIrs.  McTavish  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  of 
Scottish  ancestry.  Of  this  union  four  children 
were  born,  only  two  of  whom  are  living — William 
and  Cassie.  The  second  child,  Effie,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  and  the  fourth  child,  Dugald,  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  Mrs.  McTavish  died  Oct.  21,  1880. 

I)r.  McTavish  is  a  member  of  the  Northwestern 
District  Medical  Association  and  the  Iowa  Union 
Medical  Society.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Bower 
Lodge,  Eagle  Grove,  A.  F.  tfc  A.  M.  He  is  highly 
esteemed  for  his  genial  and  affable  disposition,  and 
a  popular  member  of  his  profession  in  this  vicinity. 
The  prospect  is  that  he  will  very  soon  become  a 
leader  in  his  profession,  in  this  city.  He  is  well 
read,  and  takes  a  worthy  pride  in  striving  to  be¬ 
come  a  master  of  the  art  by  which  disease  is  made 
to  yield  to  the  ingenuity  and  the  intelligence  of 
man. 

The  portraits  of  Dr.  McTavish  and  wife,  which 
are  shown  on  another  page  of  this  Album,  will  be 
welcomed  by  a  large  number  of  friends. 
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OHN  A.  BERRY",  one  of  the  leading  dry- 
goods  merchants  of  the  village  of  Troy  Mills, 
is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Buchanan  County,  Nov.  28,  1860. 
He  is  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Sarah  (McPike) 
Berry,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  where  the  father 
was  born  Oct.  26,  1833,  and  the  mother  Aug.  9, 
1834.  Their  decease  occurred  in  March,  1861,  and 
June,  1863,  respectively.  They  were  the  parents 
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fancy;  Benjamin  F.  married  NIiss  Belle  Barnhill, 
and  is  living  in  the  western  part  of  Iowa;  Lucretia 
died  in  infancy. 

John  A.  Berry  was  the  youngest  child  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  family,  llis  father  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Buchanan  County,  where  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  The  wife  and  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
most  worthy  and  estimable  lady.  jgj 

Mr.  Berry  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in 
1881.  He  carries  a  general  stock  of  merchandise, 
dry-goods,  groceries,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps, 
and  commands  a  large  patronage.  He  owns  a  fine 
residence,  but  is  unmarried.  He  is  a  great  favorite 
in  society,  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Una- 
dilla  Lodge  No.  299,  at  Troy  Mills.  He  is  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  possesses  to  a  large  degree  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  brotherhood,  and  has  filled  various 
offices  of  the  lodge,  being  its  Secretary  at  the  pres-  - 
ent  time.  In  politics  he  is  strongly  Republican, 
conscientiously  casting  his  vote  with  that  party. 
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RS.  MARY"  McNEIL  is  the  widow  of  George 
McNeil,  who  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
a  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  citizen.  Mrs. 
McNeil  resides  in  Washington  Township, 
on  section  1 3,  and  worthily  maintains  the  character 
and  condition  of  the  homestead  as  left  to  her  by 
her  deceased  husband.  She  is  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land,  and  was  born  Sept.  7, 1827.  Her  parents  were 
Resin  and  Aletha  (Thompson)  Penn,  natives  of 
Maryland,  where  the  father  was  born  in  1800,  and 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  in 
Linn  County,  Iowa.  The  mother  was  born  in  1802, 
and  died  in  1878,  also  in  Linn  County.  Mr.  Penn 
followed  the  peaceful  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and 
he  and  his  wife  were  both  worthy  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Penn  was  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  an  intelligent  man,  and  a 
worthy  citizen.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  with  record  as  follows:  Sarah  E.  died  in 
infancy ;  Caleb  T.  selected  for  his  life  companion  ||j 
NIiss  Margaret  Newhouse;  Mary  NL,  of  this  sketch; 
Margaret  A.  became  the  wife  of  William  Pearson ; 
Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Garrison ;  N\  illiam 
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The  subject  of  our 


o-  her  best  citizens, 


da}’  amon 

sketch  was  born  at  Yodnian,  a  tow’n  in  Bohemia,  on 
the  28th  day  of  October,  1847,  and  received  his 
early  education  there.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  was  sent  to  Vienna,  the  Austrian  capital, 
where  he  learned  the  art  of  silk-weaving.  He  after¬ 
ward  traveled  extensively  in  Germany  and  Swit¬ 
zerland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1867.  Ilis  first  location  was  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  but  shortly  thereafter  he  went  to  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  thence  east  to  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia 
and  Newr  York  City.  He  determined  to  see  all  that 


B.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Pear¬ 
son,  now  deceased,  and  he  contracted  a  second 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Beaman ;  Reson  R. 
married  Miss  Rebecca  Ingle.  The  remaining  ones 
were  Charles  C.,  Richard  R.  and  John  P.,  who  are 
all  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  George 
McNeil  Aug.  29,  1858.  He  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Kane)  McNeil,  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  George  McNeil  was 
born  April  13,  1819,  and  died  March  31,  1882, 
after  an  illness  of  about  nine  days,  and  was  interred 
in  the  cemetery  at  Center  Point.  He  was  a  worthy 
and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
greatly  interested  in  the  Sunday-school,  of  whicji 
he  was  a  teacher.  He  was  an  excellent  citizen,  a 
kind  husband  and  affectionate  father,  and  his  death 
was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  McNeil 
was  a  pioneer  of  Washington  Township,  coming 
here  in  1855'.  He  was  a  man  of  energy  and  indus¬ 
try,  and  by  his  own  efforts  became  the  possessor  of 
220  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  He  commenced 
life  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  climbed  up  with¬ 
out  any  assistance  except  the  respect  which  his  own 
worth  and  integrity  secured  for  him  from  all  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Neil  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Aletha 
E. ;  Charles  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  months ; 
Franklin  B.,  born  March  11,  1863;  Horace  E.,  June 
28,  1865;  Richard  M.,  Oct.  23,  1867.  Mr.  McNeil 
was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  Mrs.  McNeil,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


was  variously  employed  as  common  laborer,  paint¬ 
er,  weaver,  cigar-maker,  etc.  In  the  summer  of 
1870  he  took  editorial  charge  of  a  Bohemian  news¬ 
paper  called  the  Narodni  Noviny ,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  Chicago.  He  was  thus  occupied  for  about 
five  months,  then  went  to  New  York  City,  and 
started  a  book-store,  in  partnership  with  a  friend. 
The  following  year  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  business,  went  to  Cleveland,  and  started  a  cigar 
factory. 

Mr.  Palda  was  married  in  July,  1871,  to  Miss 
Tereza  Sladky,  from  Uomazlic,  in  Bohemia.  Four 
years  afterward  he  started  a  Bohemian  weekly 
called  Delnicke  Listy  (Workingmen’s  News),  at 
Cleveland,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Frank  Skarda, 
and  began  to  deliver  addresses  on  the  labor  ques¬ 
tion.  He  also  organized  many  Bohemian  Working¬ 
men’s  Associations,  and  in  1877  established  one  of 
these  in  Cedar  Rapids.  In  December  of  that  year 
he  removed  with  his  paper  to  New  York,  and  made 
it  a  daily  and  weekly.  On  account  of  failing  health 
he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  paper,  which  through 
his  management  had  become  the  most  influential 
Bohemian  publication  in  this  country.  In  April, 


kj.  PALDA,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  one  of  the 
leading  manufacturers  of  fine  cigars  in  that 
city,  is  located  at  No.  243  South  Second 
street.  He  is  a  fair  representative  of  that  sturdy 
and  enterprising  Bohemian  element  which  emi¬ 
grated  from  the  Empire  of  Austria  to  the  United 
States,  and  has  contributed  in  a  large  measure 
toward  the  settlement  and  development  of  the 
great  West.  The  Bohemians  assisted  in  tilling  the 
fields,  building  the  railroads,  and  establishing  the 
many  industries  of  the  Ilawkeye  State,  and  are  to- 
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Mere  lie  established  a  cigar  factory,  which  lie  still 
owns  and  operates,  and  which  he  has  conducted 
successfully  from  the  start. 

Mr.  Palda  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intel¬ 
ligence,  finely  educated,  and  with  a  good  command 
of  language.  lie  has  always  been  greatly  interested 
in  educational  matters,  and  was  elected  School  Di¬ 
rector  in  1885.  He  is  a  correspondent  of  many 
Bohemian  newspapers,  and  his  English  education 
has  qualified  him  as  a  correspondent  for  the  Even¬ 
ing  Gazette  and  the  New  Era.  Among  his  coun¬ 
trymen  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
their  best  journalists  and  speakers  in  this  country. 
He  reads  readily  in  Bohemian,  German  and  En¬ 
glish.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the 
term,  and  his  book  knowledge  has  been  acquired 
by  his  own  industry  and  perseverance  and  without 
the  aid  of  schools  or  a  teacher. 

Mr.  Palda  has  only  two  children,  boys,  Leo  and 
Charlie,  who  are  attending  one  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
public  schools.  The  family  occupies  a  handsome 
residence  at  No.  243  South  Second  street. 
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This  gentleman  is  the 


ffiOHN  ROXBURGH. 

well-known  manager  of  Rockford  Stock 
Farm,  located  on  section  7,  College  Town¬ 
ship,  four  miles  southwest  of  the  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  on  Prairie  Creek,  of  which  his  father 
is  the  proprietor  and  of  which  he  took  possession 
in  October,  1885.  The  business  conducted  here 
was  established  by  Mr.  Rudolph  Adams,  and  the 
main  purpose  was  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle. 
It  was  opened  up  in  1871,  and  embraced  700  acres 
of  the  most  beautiful  land  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 
To  the  original  project  has  been  added  that  of  im¬ 
porting  Clydesdale  horses  and  Galloway  cattle. 
The  present  head  of  the  herd  is  known  as  “  Irthing 
Prince”  (3,291),  2,254.  He  is  now  a  little  over 
three  years  old,  and  weighs  about  1,900  pounds. 
He  is  a  model  of  beauty  and  symmetry,  and  regarded 
as  the  best  bull  of  his  breed  in  this  country.  The 
equine  stables  are  headed  by  “Hill  Chief”  (3,371), 
2,806  American  number,  and  the  mare  is  Belle 
Waddle,  American  number  2,251.  The  breeds  of 
both  horses  and  cattle  are  of  the  highest  merit  in 
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the  old  country,  the  former  being  the  descendants 
of  Dandy,  Topsman,  Prince  of  Wales  and  Lord 
Lyon.  The  animals  were  imported  for  special 
breeding  into  this  country.  The  operations  of  this 
farm  have  been  attended  by  remarkable  success 
under  the  present  management. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Roxburgh, 
is  living  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  elegant  retire¬ 
ment,  having  accumulated  a  large  fortune.  He 
Commenced  life  as  a  poor  boy,  but  through  his  own 
energy  and  industry  has  attained  to  a  very  enviable 
position  in  life.  He  carried  on  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Glasgow  until  recently,  and  gives  considerable 
attention  to  the  purchase  of  horses  for  his  Ameri¬ 
can  farm.  Ilis  marriage  occurred  in  Ayrshire 
near  the  birthplace  of  the  poet  Robert  Burns,  and 
where  the  Scottish  bard  was  reared.  This  was  also 
his  birthplace  and  that  of  his  wife,  whose  father 
was  intimately  acquainted  with  friends  of  the  Burns 


family.  The  father  quite  early  in  life  settled  in 


Glasgow,  and  has  since  made  that  city  his  home; 


the  mother  died  there  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven.  The  father  has  been  an  active  business 
man  all  his  life. 


family  of 


daughters. 


John  Roxburgh  is  the  eldest  of  a 
twelve  children — nine  sons  and  three 
Three  of  the  sons  are  deceased  and  two  married. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  well  educated  in  his 
early  life,  his  studies  being  completed  in  the 
English  Academy  of  Glasgow.  He  became  engaged 
in  the  grain  trade  on  his  own  account  early  in  life, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  he  emigrated  to  this 
country.  He  was  married  in  Glasgow,  June  27, 
1883,  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  Baird,  a  lady  of  Scot¬ 
tish  birth  and  ancestry.  She  was  born  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Glasgow,  and  it  was  her  home  until  her 
marriage.  Her  life  terminated  there  also,  Nov.  25, 
1883.  She  was  a  lady  of  rare  intelligence  and  ac¬ 
complishments,  and  the  ornament  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

By  his  able  management  of  the  Rockford  Stock 
Farm,  "  - — - ■L1 —  ' 
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view  of  which  is  presented  on  another 

a  wide  and  en- 

is :  K 

one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  active  citizens  of 
the  Hawkeye  State.  The  accommodation  for 
stabling  is  large  and  commodious — including  room 


page,  Mr.  Roxburgh  has  attained  a  wide  and 
viable  reputation,  and  is  entitled  to  be  classed  as 
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for  150  horses,  and  winter  accommodation  for  about 
*200  head  of  cattle.  Mr.  Roxburgh  has  no  special 
time  for  sales,  but  sales  of  his  stock  take  place 
during  the  season.  Mr.  Roxburgh  and  his  father 
are  among  the  largest  importers  in  this  State  of 
l  thoroughbred  Clydesdales,  Galloway  and  Polled- 


Angus  cattle. 


Jeremiah  Daniels,  deceased,  was  born 

in  Westmoreland  County,  Fa.,  and  was  a 
son  of  Ebenezer  Daniels.  In  earl}’  3’ ears 
he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and,  removing  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
{  ;  in  early  manhood,  he  there  labored  at  his  trade  for 
1  several  years,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  mercan- 
1  tile  pursuits.  Our  subject  was  married  in  Colum- 
'  biana  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Susanna  Purkey,  a 
1  native  of  Maryland.  Thirteen  children  were  born 
to  them,  only  live  of  whom  lived  to  attain  the  age 
of  majority.  Mary  A.  is  the  widow  of  W.  II. 
Harrison,  a  distant  relative  of  President  Harrison, 
and  she  is  living  in  Stark  Count}",  Ohio;  John  J. 
married  Martha  Kinley,  a  Quakeress,  and  is  living 
in  Bertram  Township;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Aquilla 
C.  Campbell,  of  Greene  County,  Iowa;  Catherine 
is  the  widow  of  Jacob  Ire}",  and  is  living  in  Cedar 
Rapids;  Samuel  is  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Marion, 
and  his  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Jeremiah  Daniels  is  a  pioneer  of  this  county  of 
1 84 J,  emigrating  here  from  Ohio,  and  taking  up 
his  abode  in  Bertram  Township,  near  Bertram,  in 
which  village  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
At  that  time  there  was  but  little  money  in  the 
county,  and  Mr.  Daniels  exchanged  his  goods  for 
wheat,  which  he  stored  at  what  was  then  West 
Port.  He  built  a  flat-boat  the  following  year,  and 
shipped  his  wheat  to  St.  Louis,  realizing  a  good 
price  for  it  at  that  day.  He  also  entered  land  in 
-  what  is  now  Bertram  Township,  which  he  farmed, 
and  in  addition  to  the  duties  appertaining  to  a 
farm  life,  erected  a  sawmill  and  operated  it.  I11 
1852  he  made  a  trip  overland  to  Oregon,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  lumbering  for  a  time,  and  returned 
home  via  San  Francisco  and  New  York,  after  an 
absence  of  two  years.  Selling  his  mill  in  1857,  he 

ymmumumoiimmim 


moved  to  Kingston,  now  West  Cedar  Rapids.  In 
18G0  he  purchased  a  mill  site  at  Bertram,  on  which 
he  erected  a  flouring-mill,  and  continued  to  make 
Bertram  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1883.  His  good  wife  had  preceded 
him  to  the  home  beyond,  her  demise  occurring  in 
September,  1873.  The  father  was  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  the  mother  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Baptist  Church.  Both  were  active  laborers  in 
the  cause  of  the  Master. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  but  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  in  1856,  he 
joined  its  ranks  and  continued  to  vote  with  it  and 
uphold  its  principles  until  his  death.  He  was  an 
active,  energetic  business  man — prompt  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  every  obligation,  and,  while  he  was  ex- 
I  acting  as  to  getting  his  own  just  dues,  he  was  as 
equally  sure  to  pay  the  last  penny  justly  due  from 
him  to  others.  He  possessed  the  confidence,  respect 
and  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  as 
a  just  and  upright  man. 

— - •o^-£cT^A><A^0X.O'^o.' - -v- — 

'jf?  EWIS  A.  QUAAS,  one  of  the  well-known 
I  S')  and  representative  farmers  of  Linn  County, 
I— \  now  residing  on  section  26,  Otter  Creek 
Township,  was  born  in  Linn  County,  Nov.  9,  1851. 
He  is  the  son  of  Godfrey  and  Mary  (Altman)  Quaas, 
natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  born  in  June, 
1813,  and  is  still  living  in  Rapids  Township,  in  this 
county.  The  mother  was  born  in  May,  1831,  and 
is  still  living.  Godfrey  Quaas  was  a  wagon-maker 
by  trade,  but  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  followed 
farming  for  a  livelihood.  Fie  came  from  Germany 
in  1851,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  265  acres  of  land. 
Godfrey  and  Mary  Quaas  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Their  names  are  as  follows:  Selma,  who 
became  the  wife  of  James  Fitzgerald ;  Lewis,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Lewis  the  second,  our  subject; 
Matilda  A.,  who  married  Mr.  Bofinan;  Annie,  who 
became  the  wife  of  James  Fitzgerald;  William,  who 
married  Miss  Caroline  Yamiote ;  Maria,  who  became 
Mrs.  Newton  Bleedner;  Edward,  who  married  Miss 
Jane  Coleman ;  Sarah,  who  became  Mrs.  Charles 
Shultz. 

Lewis  A.  Quaas  was  married  Sept.  10,  1876,  to 
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Miss  Caroline  Myers,  who  was  born  in  1855,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Ntinn)  Myers, 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  died  in  1871,  but 
the  mother  still  survives  and  is  still  a  widow.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Henrietta  mar¬ 
ried  George  Eidamiller;  Jacob  married  Miss  Carrie 
Switzer;  John  married  Miss  Emma  Belzer;  Andrew 
married  Miss  Sarah  AY  ills;  Caroline,  wife  of  our 
subject;  Samuel  and  Sarah. 

Mr.  Q  uaas,  our  subject,  has  a  farm  of  165  acres, 
on  which  he  is  breeding  Short-horn  cattle  of  pedi¬ 
greed  stock.  In  this  he  has  been  very  successful, 
and  his  stock  has  won  a  wide  reputation,  and  are 
in  large  demand.  The  farm  is  pleasantly  situated, 
well  cultivated,  and  has  a  thrifty  appearance  highly 
creditable  to  its  owner. 

Mr.  Quaas  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  is  Steward  and 
exhorter.  Mr.  Quaas  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  has  won  an  excellent  reputation  for  square  deal¬ 
ing,  unswerving  integrity,  and  for  all  the  many 
qualities  which  are  a  component  part  of  true  man¬ 
hood.  His  neighbors  all  testify  to  his  reputation, 
and  he  is  thoroughly  respected  and  liked  by  all  of 
them.  His  excellent  judgment  and  his  sound 
common-sense  have  made  him  a  leader  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lives. 


ARON  PULIS.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
(@/Ll  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  an  old 
pioneer  of  Linn  County,  and  a  successful 
farmer  and  stockraiser,  now  occupying  his 
comfortable  homestead  on  section  17,  College 
Township.  He  has  120  acres  of  fine  farming  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  stands  among 
the  first-class  men  of  the  community,  noted  for 
his  energy  and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Pulis  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Nov.  8,  1811.  His  father,  Conrad 
Pulis,  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  of  pure  German 
parentage  and  descent.  His  marriage  occurred  in 
New  York  State,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Nelson,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
of  English  and  German  ancestry.  After  their  mar- 


riage  the  young  couple  settled  in  New  York  City, 
and  there  became  the  parents  of  three  children — 
William,  John  and  Abraham.  After  the  birth  of 
these  they  gathered  together  their  little  family  and 
went  over  into  Pennsylvania,  settling  in  Wayne 
County,  where  they  hoped  to  better  their  financial 
condition,  and  where  nine  more  children  were  added 
to  the  family  circle.  The  twelve  children  lived  to 
be  men  and  women,  all  but  one  being  married  and 
rearing  families  of'  their  own.  The  one  remaining 
unmarried  was  a  sister,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
forty -seven  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  seventh  son 
and  tenth  child  of  his  parents,  the  family  embracing 
eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  remained  with 


of  maturity, 

H 1 


nn  H.  Oliver,  a  native  of  Cornwall,  England, 
larch  21,  1820.  She  was  the  daughter  of 


his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
and  was  married  at  Honesdale,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa., 
March  28,  1839,  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being 
Miss  Ann 
born  March 

William  and  Anna  (Bryant)  Oliver,  also  natives 
of  Cornwall  and  of  pure  English  ancestry.  Her 
parents  were  farmers  by  occupation,  and  their  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  were  all  born  in  the  old 
country.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  third 
child  and  second  daughter,  and  was  nine  years  of 
age  when  her  father’s  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  landing  here  in  April,  1829.  The 
voyage  was  a  tedious  one,  consuming  about  five 
weeks.  Their  first  landing  was  made  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania. 
The  mother  died  there  upon  the  homestead,  which 
the  father  purchased  upon  his  arrival,  her  decease 
taking  place  in  November,  1848,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six  years.  Subsequently  the  father  emigrated  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Fairfax  Township,  this  county, 
and  there  remained  until  his  decease,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  December,  1880,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
nearly  eighty-eight  years.  He  was  a  zealous  and 
active  Christian,  and  part  of  his  life  a  minister  and 
exhorter.  They  were  an  excellent  family,  and 
transmitted  to  their  children  all  those  qualities 
which  go  to  make  up  honest  men  and  women  and 
good  citizens. 

Mrs.  Pulis  was  reared  and  educated  at  home,  re¬ 
maining  there  until  her  marriage.  To  the  household 
of  herself  and  our  subject  have  been  added  eight 
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children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased,  namely,  Rich¬ 
ard  J.,  aged  two  years  and  two  months.  The  living- 
are  Euphemia,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Tam- 
blyne,  a  successful  farmer  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Fairfax  Township ;  Winfield  S.  married 
Eliza  Darr,  and  they  have  their  home  in  College 
Township,  where  they  are  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits;  Laura  A.  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Anthony  Kinzey,  a  farmer,  and  they  reside  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township;  Judson  C.  married  Miss  Loretta 
Carlin,  who  is  now  deceased.  He  is  a  resident  of 
Woodbury  County,  Iowa;  Gordon  S.  is  a  farmer, 
and  lives  in  Fairfax  Township;  he  married  Miss 
Missouri  Hanna;  Lucian  G.  married  Flora  S.  Diet- 
rich,  and  they  reside  on  the  family  homestead,  and 
Viola  is  unmarried  and  is  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Pulis  and  his  wife  remained  in  Wayne 
County  until  1860,  and  until  after  the  birth  of  all  but 
the  two  youngest  children,  then  they  all  came  into 
this  State,  where  all  the  children  were  married. 
They  are  a  fine  family,  and  highly  respected  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors.  Most  of  them  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  P.  was  formerly  Deacon.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk,  and  has  also  been 
honored  with  various  other  minor  offices.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson,  and  continues  to  re¬ 
main  an  uncompromising  Democrat. 
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AMES  McNAMARA.  This  gentleman  is 
one  of  the  largest  land-owners  of  Clinton 
Township.  His  fine  farm  of  highly  culti¬ 
vated  land,  embracing  326  acres,  lies  on  sec¬ 
tion  35,  Clinton  Township,  and  he  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  township  since  1864.  His  first  pur¬ 
chase  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  added 
as  his  means  accumulated.  The  land  was  wild  and 
new,  but  by  great  energy  and  industry  he  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  it  are  produced  some  of  the  finest  grains 
and  the  best  stock  exhibited  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 

James  McNamara  is  a  representative  of  the 
warm-hearted  and  sturdy  Irish  element  which  is  to 
be  found  scattered  so  generously  over  all  parts  of 


the  United  States.  We  see  evidences  of  their  handi¬ 
work  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  vast 
railroad  systems  of  the  continent,  the  canals,  the 
bridges,  the  mines,  the  manufactories  and  the  farms. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Clare,  Ireland, 
about  1841.  He  was  of  Irish  parentage,  his  father, 
Daniel  McNamara,  being  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  married  there  Miss  Hannah  O’Connel, 
also  of  Irish  parentage  and  descent.  The  parents 
were  farmers  carrying  on  their  agricultural  opera¬ 
tions  as  well  as  they  could  under  the  restrictions 
that  existed  in  their  native  land.  The  father  died 
in  his  native  land  about  the  year  1849,  and  the 
mother  was  subsequently  married  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  with  her  husband  in  1850.  She 
has  now  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  is  living  with  her  son,  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters;  two  sons  and  one  daughter  are  yet 
living. 

James,  our  subject,  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  His  early  advantages  were  extremely  lim¬ 
ited,  but  he  was  possessed  of  a  little  more  than  the 
ordinary  amount  of  intelligence,  and  was  a  keen 
observer  of  what  was  going  on  around  him,  and  he 
soon  developed  considerable  business  talent.  lie 
came  to  Illinois  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old, 
settling  first  in  Bureau  County,  and  went  to  work 
at  whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do,  saving  as 
much  of  his  earnings  as  he  possibly  could.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  Bureau  County  for  several  years,  and 
was  there  married,  March  7,  1859,  to  Miss  Ellen 
Lyons.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Peru,  Ill.,  born 
about  1846.  She  was  of  Irish  ancestry.  The  name 
of  her  father  was  Dennis  Lyons,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  her  mother,  Nora  Mullins.  They  came  to 
the  United  States  when  quite  young,  and  before 
their  marriage.  They  were  residents  of  Illinois 
for  several  years,  and  departed  this  life  in  that 
State  near  Arlington,  Bureau  County.  They  were 
farmers  by  occupation,  and  reared  their  daughter 
to  all  useful  domestic  arts,  which  well  fitted  her  to 
become  the  wife  of  an  enterprising  and  energetic 
man  like  Mr.  McNamara. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNamara  twelve 
children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are  deceased,  viz. : 
Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Agnes,  William  and  Ellen. 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


The  living  are,  Mary,  George,  Josephine,  Veronica, 
.lames  1)..  Sarah  F.  and  Dora.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Namara  remained  in  Bureau  County,  111.,  for  three 
years  after  their  marriage.  They  then  concluded 
to  change  their  location,  and  came  over  into  Iowa, 
locating  in  this  county,  which  they  have  since  made 
their  home.  The  homestead  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  county,  the  farm  well  stocked  with  graded  cat¬ 
tle,  swine,  line  horses  and  everything  which  goes  to 
make  up  a  first-class  farm  homestead.  The  family 
residence  is  an  attractive  structure,  and  the  barns 
and  outhouses  are  of  first-class  description.  The 
home  is  a  model  one  in  every  respect,  the  abode  of 
peace,  comfort  and  refinement.  The  family  is 
closely  connected  with  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  McNamara  conscientiously  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party. 

The  McNamaras  come  of  a  good  family,  people 
of  great  force  of  character  and  full  of  fire  and 
courage.  The  grandsire  of  James  McNamara  was 
the  celebrated  “  Fire  Ball  ”  McNamara.  He  was  a 
titled  Major  of  the  English  army,  coming  of  a  very 
wealthy  family,  but  finally  losing  his  estates.  He 
also  distinguished  himself  by  being  engaged  in  five 
duels. 
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AURICE  CAHILL.  A  brief  sketch  of  the 
life  of  this  gentleman  indicates  what  cour¬ 
ageous  industry  and  perseverance  may  ac¬ 
complish  in  the  brief  space  of  a  lifetime. 
What  man  can  do,  man  may  do,  and  the  example 
of  many  an  old  citizen  thus  placed  before  the  ris¬ 
ing  generation  should  prove  an  impetus  to  every 
youth  on  American  soil,  and  give  him  courage  to 
strive  for  the  future,  no  matter  how  humble  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  is  compelled  to  make 
a  beginning. 

A  little  over  thirty  years  ago  Maurice  Cahill 
came  to  the  young  Hawkeye  State  and  engaged  as 
a  day  laborer.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  nearly  500 
broad  acres,  and  a  section  in  Kossuth  County. 
From  a  position  as  one  of  the  humblest  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  he  has  now  become  one  of  the  leading  cit¬ 
izens  and  most  successful  farmers.  The  date  of 
his  arrival  here  was  in  1853.  His  first  laborious 


efforts  were  very  meager  in  results,  but  he  saved  a 
penny  whenever  he  could  spare,  and  in  due  time 
accumulated  a  small  sum  of  money,  which  he  in¬ 
vested  in  a  sixty-acre  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  in 
Florence  Township,  Benton  County.  He  imme¬ 
diately  began  the  improvement  of  his  purchase,  put 
in  a  small  crop  the  first  season,  gradually  enlarging 
it  as  the  seasons  followed  one  another,  and  after  a 
time  was  enabled  to  add  twenty  acres  to  his  first  pur¬ 
chase.  After  he  had  improved  the  whole  it  be¬ 
came  of  good  marketable  value.  He  had  been 
looking  longingly  over  into  Linn  County,  and  in 
March,  1868,  he  succeeded  in  selling  his  little  farm 
in  Benton  County  and  purchased  one  partly  im¬ 
proved  in  this  county,  upon  the  site  of  which  the 
present  homestead  is  now  situated.  He  pursued 
the  same  policy  with  the  second  purchase  as  he  did 
with  the  first,  only  in  a  greater  degree  and  with 
larger  results.  Experience  had  proved  an  excel¬ 
lent  teacher,  and  he  closely  followed  its  instructions. 
He  soon  became  noted  for  harvesting  the  best 
crops  in  that  vicinity,  and  in  the  meantime  he  had 
also  added  the  raising  of  stock  to  his  other  labors. 
Ilis  well-cultivated  fields  yielded  rich  food  for  his 
cattle,  and  soon  his  grain  and  his  herds  attracted 
universal  attention. 

Mr.  Cahill  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  being 
born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1832. 
He  became  an  orphan  when  a  young  child,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  set  out  alone  for  the 
United  States,  upon  whose  soil  he  hoped  to  estab¬ 
lish  himself  in  a  better  condition  than  he  might 
ever  hope  to  attain  in  his  native  land.  He  landed 
in  New  York  City,  there  meeting  his  brothers, 
Patrick  and  Daniel,  who  had  come  before.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  a  day  laborer  on  a  railroad,  and 
was  thus  occupied  for  four  years,  when  he  came  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  LaSalle  County.  Here  he  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  Miss  Mary  Flaherty,  who 
proved  to  be  a  native  of  his  own  county  in  Ire¬ 
land.  They  possessed  sympathies  in  common,  and 
concluded  to  unite  their  fortunes,  which  conclusion 
was  carried  out  in  November,  1852,  and  they  be¬ 
came  husband  and  wife.  Mrs.  Cahill  had  emigra¬ 
ted  to  the  United  States  with  some  friends,  her 
parents  having  a  year  previous  crossed  the  water 
to  the  land  of  promise.  She  was  born  Aug, 
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1833.  The  voyage  was  made  by  the  way  of  New 
Orleans,  and  she  joined  her  parents  at  Peru,  Ill. 
Her  father  went  to  New  Orleans  and  met  her  and 
her  sister  and  brother.  Shortly  afterward  the  fam¬ 
ily  crossed  the  Mississsppi  and  went  over  into 
i \  Iowa,  locating  in  Fairfax  Township,  this  county. 
The  decease  of  the  father  occurred  shortly  after, 
and  he  was  the  first  to  be  interred  in  Oakhill  Ceme¬ 
tery  (Catholic)  in  Cedar  Rapids  City.  The  mother 
is  yet  living  with  her  son  in  this  township,  and  is  a 
sprightly  and  active  old  lady,  although  seventy  - 
five  years  of  age.  She  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children,  of  whom  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
the  eldest. 

To  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cahill  have 
come  a  little  band  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  two.  The  record  is  as  follows: 
Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie 
Hines,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres 
in  Fairfax  Township,  which  he  is  cultivating  and 
upon  which  he  resides;  Maurice  W.  and  Michael 
are  at  home;  John  and  Mary  are  deceased;  the  re¬ 
mainder  are  Lizzie  F.,  Frank,  Daniel  J.  and  John. 
The  family  are  earnest  adherents  to  the  Catholic 
faith  of  their  fathers.  Mr.  Cahill  conscientiously 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  decided  in  his 
opinions,  and  fearless  in  the  utterance  of  that  which 
he  believes  to  be  truth  and  right. 
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1ERSON  MILLS.  This  honored  citizen  of 
Spring  Grove  Township  is  a  native  of 
Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to  the 
HawkCye  State  with  his  parents  in  1850, 
when  he  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old,  and  has 
been  a  resident  here-since  that  time.  His  father 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  purchased  640  acres 
of  Government  land,  in  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  employed  a  number  of  men,  while  he  still  car¬ 
ried  on  his  former  occupation. 

The  farm  of  Pierson  Mills  is  located  on  section 
26,  and  consists  of  180  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land.  He  occupies  a  handsome  residence,  which  is 
two  stories  in  height,  with  a  fine  cellar  underneath 
it.  Besides  his  farming  operations,  he  is  exten¬ 
sively  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  high-grade  Hoi- 
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stein  cattle,  in  which  he  has  been  interested  since 
1882.  His  herd  comprises  thirty-eight  head  of 
some  of  the  finest  stock  to  be  seen  in  the  Hawkeye 
State. 

Pierson  Mills  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  Nov.  24,  1838.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Mann)  Mills,  both  natives  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  John  Mills  was  born  in  1802,  and  died  in 
this  county  in  1870;  his  wife  was  six  years  his 
junior,,  and  survived  him  sixteen  years.  Their 
family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  as  follows: 
Nancy  Jane  (died  at  the  age  of  four  years),  John 

I. ,  Sidney,  George  B.,  Pierson,  Mary  M.,  Emma  J., 
Shuah  T.,  Allen,  Franklin  A.,  Stephen  and  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  May  7, 
1863,  his  youthful  partner  being  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Spurgeon,  and  of  their  union  six  children  were 
born,  as  follows:  Vigo  M.,  Nov.  22,  1864;  Emma 
E.,  May  15,  1866;  Ida  M.,  Jan.  9,  1868;  Harland 
A.,  May  14,  1870;  Elizabeth  A.,  Sept.  26,  1872, 
and  John  S.,  July  20,  1874.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Mills 
was  called  to  her  long  home  Nov.  12,  1874.  The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.  Mills  occurred  June 

II.  1876,  with  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Oliphant,  a  lady  who 
was  born  in  Linn  County,  June  11,  1849.  Of  this 
union  have  been  born  five  children — Estella  S., 
Oct.  1,  1877;  Lura  E.,  Jan.  9,  1879;  Linn  I.,  Aug. 
15,  1881;  Pierson  A.,  Sept.  26,  1883;  Lulu  A., 
Aug.  22,  1885. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr.  Mills 
had  become  permanently  established  in  the  Hawk- 
e}Te  State,  and  was  laying  many  plans  for  the  future. 
He  could  not  refuse  the  call  of  his  country,  how¬ 
ever,  and  laid  aside  his  personal  interests  to  serve 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Union.  He  was  among  the  first 
to  offer  his  services,  and  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  5th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  July  16,  1861.  His  term  was  for 
three  years,  but  on  account  of  a  gunshot  wound 
at  the  battle  of  Iuka,  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge  on  account  of  disability.  It  was  a  pain¬ 
ful  wound,  and  on  account  of  it  he  was  confined  to 
the  hospital  for  five  months,  the  bone  being  greatly 
shattered.  He  now  receives  a  pension. 

Mr.  Mills  enjoys  in  a  large  degree  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  the  community  at 
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large.  His  family  are  members  and  regular  at¬ 
tendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Mills  in  politics  is  strongly  Republican,  lie  is 
a  member  of  Marvin  Mills  Rost  No.  212,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Central  City. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Mills’  residence  is  to 
found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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WILLIAM  D.  RAPP,  a  skillful  horticulturist 
rower  of  line  fruits,  is  carrying  on 
business  near  the  outer  limits  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  on  section  16,  of  Rapids  Township.  This 
also  constitutes  his  homestead,  and  comprises  six 
acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  very  valuable  land. 
Mr.  Rapp  is  an  expert  in  his  profession,  and  be¬ 
side  his  transaction  in  other  line  fruits,  makes  a 
specialty  of  the  product  of  the  vine,  and  as  a  grape 
PTOwer  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation.  He 
has  occupied  the  present  site  of  his  business  since 
1879,  at  which  time  he  purchased  and  paid  $100 
per  acre  for  the  ground.  Under  his  skillful  manip¬ 
ulation  it  has  become  so  valuable  that  it  is  now 
considered  worth  many  times  that  sum. 

Mr.  Rapp  is  a  native  of  the  Province  of  W ur- 
temberg,  Germany,  and  was  born  Oct.  14,  1840. 
He  was  early  trained  in  the  secrets  of  horticulture, 
and  having  a  natural  taste  for  the  business,  his 
present  success  is  only  what  would  have  been  natu- 
ally  expected.  v  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
entered  in  the  employ  of  his  Government,  in  the 
Royal  Guardsmen,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  a 
period  of  seven  years.  Being  possessed  of  an  ad¬ 
venturous  turn  of  mind,  he  severed  the  ties  of  his 
early  associations,  and  proceeded  to  London,  En¬ 
gland.  Here  he  married  Miss  Jacobine  Wyrich, 
June  14,  1861.  This  lady  was  of  his  own  nation¬ 
ality,  born  in  the  same  place  as  himself,  Feb.  9, 
She  went  to  London  about  the  same  time 
were  married  in  that 
city",  crossing  the  ocean  on  their  bridal  tour,  they 
embarked  July  4,  1861,  and  were  six  weeks  mak¬ 
ing  the  voyage,  quite  a  contrast  to  the  length  of 
time  and  the  methods  employed  at  this  latter  day 
in  making  the  trip  from  Liverpool  to  New  York. 
Their  first  destination  was  New  \ork  City,  whence 


1835 

her  husband  did,  and  they 


in  due  time  they  proceeded  westward,  finally  lo¬ 
cating  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  Mr.  Rapp  had  pre¬ 
viously  made  himself  possessor  of  a  small  tract  of 
land.  He  was  variously  engaged  the  succeeding 
months,  and  finally  became  interested  in  the  grow¬ 
ing  of  fruit  and  in  wine-making.  The  latter,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  prove  sufficiently  remunerative,  and 
he  abandoned  it  and  gave  all  his  time  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  occupation. 

Six  children  have  come  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rapp,  of  whom  two  are  living — Anna 
Theresa  and  Elizabeth  Amelia ;  three  boys  and  one 
girl  died  when  very  young.  They  have  been  given 
a  good  education  by  their  parents,  and  are  accom¬ 
plished  and  intelligent.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Rapp  is  a  man  who 
is  upright  and  honest  in  all  his  business  transac¬ 
tions,  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  the  com¬ 
munity  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  member. 


B.  SAWYER,  Postmaster  of  Central  City, 
first  opened  his  eyes  on  the  rugged  New 
England  coast,  being  born  in  Hartland,  Som- 
set  Co.,  Me.,  May  1,  1825.  His  father,  James  D. 
Sawyer,  was  a  native  of  Danville,  Me.,  and  grew  to 
years  of  manhood  there.  After  his  marriage  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Hartland,  where  he  remained  until  1829, 
when  he  moved  to  Phillips,  Franklin  County,  and 
purchased  a  farm.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic,  and 
although  devoting  the  principal  part  of  his  time  to 
agriculture,  he  was  also  engaged  in  wagon-making. 
In  1843  he  sold  out,  and  started  with  his  family 
for  what  was  then  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  They 
went  by  wagon  to  Gardiner,  Me.,  thence  by  steamei 
to  Boston;  from  there  to  Albany  by  rail;  by  canal 
to  Buffalo,  and  via  the  Lakes  to  Chicago.  He  there 
hired  a  conveyance  to  take  his  family  to  their  des¬ 
tination.  He  had  selected  Linn  County  as  his  lo¬ 
cation,  and  having  friends  in  Maine  Township, 
he  came  directly  here.  He  made  a  claim  on  section 
1 ,  the  northwest  quarter,  and  erected  a  log  cabin, 
into  which  the  family  moved  the  following  spring, 
and  before  a  floor  had  been  put  in.  During  the 
following  summer  he  erected  a  more  substantial 
dwelling ;  this  also  was  built  of  logs,  but  the  roof 
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was  made  of  split  shakes,  which  lent  it  quite  an 
aristocratic  appearance  for  those  times.  lie  went 
}|j  to  Qnasqueton  for  sawed  lumber  for  the  floor,  which 
was  also  an  innovation  upon  the  primitive  style. 
This  was  finished  in  1847,  and  after  his  family  was 
comfortably  established,  he  set  about  breaking  his 
land,  and  that  season  put  in  his  first  crops.  Du¬ 
buque,  sixty-five  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest 
market,  to  which  the  produce  was  transported  usu¬ 
ally  by  ox-teams.  There  were  no  paved  streets  in 
those  days,  and  the  roads  were  not  even  “worked.” 
None  but  early  settlers  can  realize  the  fatigue  and 
labor  attendant  upon  these  long  and  tedious  jour- 
j::  neys,  and  the  people  of  the  present  day  would  be 
poorly  fitted  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  that 
beset  the  pioneers.  James  Sawyer,  however,  was 
made  of  stern  material,  and  he  persevered  and  con¬ 
quered  his  difficulties.  The  primitive  wilderness 
soon  gave  way  under  the  hand  of  cultivation  to 
smiling  meadows  and  growing  grain,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  comfortable  home  which  he  had 
established  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1866. 
Then  he  folded  his  hands  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  done  well  his  part  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Elizabeth  Hanson,  a  native  of  Danville,  Me.  As 
the  wife  of  James  Sawyer  she  became  the  mother 
of  eleven  children,  which  they  reared  to  years  of 
^  maturity,  and  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  being  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

X.  B.  Sawyer  was  a  child  of  four  years  old  when 
his  parents  moved  from  his  native  place  to  the 
town  of  Phillips  in  the  same  State  (Maine).  He  re- 
mained  here  with  them  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  working  on  a  farm  and  attending  the  public 
school.  When  he  was  nineteen  years  old  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  remained  with  them 
until  he  was  of  age.  He  then  made  a  claim  on  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  2,  in  Maine  Township; 
this  tract  adjoined  his  father’s  land,  and  he  there 
commenced  his  independent  career  on  that  claim. 
He  was  unmarried  at  this  time,  and  devoted  only  a 
part  of  his  time  to  the  improvement  of  his  land ;  the 
balance  of  the  time  he  worked  out,  and  earned 
money  with  which  to  complete  the  payment  of  his 
claim.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  upon  it  and 
— ^  fl 
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remained  there  until  1861,  at  which  time  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Central  City.  He  was  out  of  health, 
and  could  do  but  little  work  for  several  years  until 
1870.  After  locating  here  he  opened  a  millinery 
store,  soon  afterward  adding  other  stock,  and  ini 
time  accumulated  a  general  assortment  of  merchan¬ 
dise.  He  did  not  entirely  confine  himself  to  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits,  but  rented  a  tract  of  land  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  agriculture.  He  now  owns  forty  acres  in 
Jackson  Township,  the  cultivation  of  which  he  su¬ 
perintends. 

Mr.  Sawyer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P. 
M.  Andres,  a  native  of  Illinois.  Of  this  union 
three  children  were  born — Pliny  W.,  living  in  Cen¬ 
tral  City  ;  Ruel  L.  and  Ed.  M.  at  home.  Politically 
Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  received  his 
commission  as  Postmaster  Dec.  1,  1885.  He  is  not 
by  any  means  an  •‘offensive  partisan,”  but  a  genial 
and  whole-souled  citizen,  and  a  general  favorite 
among  his  townsmen,  and  in  his  official  position 
gives  abundant  satisfaction.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
in  his  community,  and  considered  one  of  the  best 
business  men  in  Central  City. 

fiJOMAS  HARE,  a  prosperous  farmer  occu¬ 
pying  a  comfortable  homestead  on  section 
2,  Marion  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Buck¬ 
eye  State,  having  been  born  in  Greene  County, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1818.  His  father,  Daniel  H.  Hare, 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  River,  on  the  road  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Ohio,  Sept.  16,  1795.  His  parents  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  were  of  pure 
German  ancestry,  possessing  all  the  worthy  qualities 
of  that  race  which  has  done  so  much  toward  the 
settlement  and  development  of  the  Western  States 
of  the  New  World.  The  grandparents  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  made  their  final  settlement  in  Greene  County, 
Ohio,  the  second  year  of  the  War  of  1812,  and 
their  son  Daniel,  then  eighteen  3rears  of  age,  en¬ 
tered  the  United  States  Army  and  served  as  a  sol¬ 
dier  until  the  close  of  that  war.  He  then  returned 
home  and  purchased  a  farm  where  he  remained  for 
about  thirteen  years,  thence  removed  to  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Phoebe 
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Horner  about  the  year  1816.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  a  prominent  farmer  of  Ohio,  who  had  carried  on 
agriculture  in  that  State  with  more  than  ordinary 
success.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  the  father  of  our 
subject  purchased  a  farm  near  the  old  Tippecanoe 
battle-ground,  where  he  spent  the  following  ten 
years. 

Thomas  Hare  remained  with  his  parents  until 
1836,  when  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  left  home  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  at 
which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
He  then  determined  to  cross,  the  Mississippi  and 
seek  his  fortunes  in  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  came  to  a  settlement  located  upon  the  present 
site  of  Marion,  which  had  not  then  been  named.  This 
“settlement”  consisted  of  five  families,  and  Mr.  H. 
located  there  for  a  time,  engaged  alternately  at  his 
trade  and  at  farm  work.  The  following  year  other 
settlers  began  coming  in,  and  the  land  was  rapidly 
taken  up  until  1840.  Mr.  Addison  Daniels  opened 
a  dry-goods  store,  and  next  a  sawmill  was  built,  of 
which  Mr.  Hare  was  employed  to  make  the  irons. 
After  that  followed  the  erection  of  a  gristmill  by 
John  McCloud,  it  being  located  about  three  miles 
from  where  Marion  now  stands,  over  two  large 
springs  which  now  constitute  the  fishery. 

The  winter  of  1 842-43  was  the  most  severe  ever 
known  in  this  section.  Duriiig  that  season  Mr.  Hare, 
with  others,  rode  over  the  county  with  a  petition  to 
have  the  public  sales  of  land  held  at  Marion  instead  of 
at  Galena,  Ill.  They  succeeded  in  their  efforts,  the 
sales  being  thereafter  held  at  Marion  until  all  the 
Government  land  was  disposed  of.  Daniel  Hare 
came  to  Iowa  in  1837,  and  settled  in  Cedar  County 
between  Tipton  and  Muscatine.  There  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  claim  and  remained  upon  it  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  24,  1851,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years.  He  was  married  in  early  man¬ 
hood  and  became  the  father  of  three  children: 
Thomas,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Jacob,  born 
June  13,  1820,  and  Phoebe  R.,  June  27,  1822.  Of 
these  children  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  only 
one  living.  His  brother  Jacob  was  married,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  left  quite  a  large  family, 
who  are  now  living  in  Henry  County,  Ohio.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Daniel  Hare  married  Bar- 
sheba  Butler.  She  died,  and  he  subsequently  mar- 
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ried  Eleanor  Dobbins,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  is  living,  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Haines.  All  these  marriages  took  place  in 
Ohio. 

In  due  time  after  his  arrival  here,  Thomas  Hare 
took  up  a  claim  near  what  was  afterward  the  city 
limits  of  Marion.  He  was  married,  Oct.  8,  1843,  to  j ;} 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Willis,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  \  .  [ 
Ann  (Stewart)  Willis,  pioneer  settlers  of  Marion. 

The  father  was  a  native  of  Wales  and  first  went  to 
North  Carolina,  thence  to  this  State.  Of  the  union 
of  our  subject  and  wife  were  born  ten  children : 
Anne  S.,  Nov.  13,  1844;  Daniel  H.,  Feb.  7,  1847; 
Mary  N.,  Jan.  2,  1849;  Mildred  P.,  Jan.  18,  1851;  |l 
AddieE.,  Jan.  30,  1853;  Lydia  B.,  Dec.  20,  1854; 
Phoebe  E.,  May  1 5,  1857 ;  Carrie  M.,  Dec.  29,  1859 ; 
Wildie  W.,  Jan.  12,  1863;  and  James  W.,  Jan.  3, 
1866.  Of  these  eight  are  now  living,  and  four  of 
the  girls  are  married ;  four  of  the  children  are  at 
home. 

Mr.  Hare  first  purchased  100  acres  of  his  present  ; 
estate  in  1852.  To  this  he  afterward  added  eighty  ::i 
acres  more,  sixty  of  which  he  has  sold,  and  has  120 
remaining.  His  farm  is  well  improved  and  he 
erected  a  good  dwelling  in  1853,  the  material  being  KJ 
adobe  brick.  He  manufactured  the  brick  himself  1 
and  performed  all  but  the  mason  work  on  the  build-  :  L 
in<>’ 


His  dwelling,  barns  and  outhouses  are  all  in  jj 
first-class  condition,  and  are  highly  indicative  of  |j 
the  good  system  and  order  with  which  his  farming  jj :  j- 


li 


operations  have  been  characterized,  and  his  home 
forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  Linn 
Township. 

Mr.  Hare  is  a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  a 
strong  temperance  worker.  He  has  never  been  in 
favor  of  secret  societies,  but,  in  order  to  carry  out 
his  principles,  became  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  : 
Temperance,  believing  that  he  could  thus  aid  the  : 
cause  better  than  if  he  remained  outside.  Politi-  :: 
cally  he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  He  was  : 
reared  to  Methodist  doctrines,  but  identified  him¬ 
self  with  the  Congregational  Church  because  of  its 
anti-slavery  tendencies,  as  he  was  most  decidedly 
an  anti-slavery  man.  He  assisted  in  building  the 
first  Congregational  Church  of  Marion,  and  was 
one  of  its  projectors,  watching  its  growth  and  pro¬ 
gress  with  paternal  interest  since  that  time.  In 
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■  later  years  he  considered  that  he  had  reason  to 
change  his  religious  views  somewhat,  and  he  is  now 
identified  with  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists. 

♦)££ 

'if?  ACOB  G.  FOX.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  brief  history  is  one 
of  the  general  merchants  of  Waubeek,  and  is 
pursuing  his  occupation  and  meeting  with 
fair  success.  He  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Nov.  26,  1854,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  Benjamin  S.  and  Mar}'  (Goehring)  Fox. 
They  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and 
after  marriage  settled  in  Westmoreland  County, 
where  they  remained  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when 
they  emigrated  to  this  State,'  settling  in  Linn 
County,  and  Maine  Township.  They  had  become 
the  parents  of  nine  children  at  the  time  of  removal 
here,  viz.:  Jacob  G.,  Clara  M.,  Fredrica  C., 
Charles  W.,  Mary_C.,  Emma  L.,  Henrietta,  Nannia 
PL  and  H.  Augustus.  The  year  following  their  set¬ 
tlement  in  Linn  County  the  family  were  bereaved 
of  the  mother  by  death ;  the  father  survives,  and  is 
still  a  resident  of  Maine  Township. 

Jacob  G.  Fox  began  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  after  his  graduation  at  these  at¬ 
tended  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Classical  and 
Scientific  Institute  and  Bethany  College.  He  aft¬ 
erward  entered  the  College  of  Pharmacy  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  remaining  there  for  one  year.  He  then  came 
to  this  county,  and  in  1879  established  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Waubeek,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  keeps  a  general  stock  of  merchan¬ 
dise,  and  has  a  good  trade  which  is  constantly  in¬ 
creasing.  In  the  spring  of  1885,  in  addition  to  his 
other  pursuits,  he  engaged  in  the  creamery  business 
at  Waubeek,  and  in  1886  remodeled  the  building 
and  furnished  it  with  more  modern  appliances,  and 
is  now  carrying  on  this  branch  of  business  with 
fair  success. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Miss  Clara  A.  Smith  were  united  in 
marriage  in  Maine  Township  Dec.  9,  1880.  Mrs. 
Fox  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Shoe¬ 
maker)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  After  their 
marriage  they  emigrated  West,  coming  into  Linn 
County  about  1850,  and  located  in  Buffalo  Town- 
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ship.  Subsequently  they  removed  to  Maine  Town¬ 
ship,  where  they  now  reside.  The}’  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children — Arthur  L.,  Clara  A., 
Ida  F.,  Harry  E.,  Charles  E.,  Burleigh  M.  and  Jen¬ 
nie  M. 

Mrs.  Clara  A.  Fox  was  born  in  Buffalo  Township, 
this  county,  Feb.  10,  1861,  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Edna.  Mr.  Fox  and  wife  are 
people  highly  respected  in  their  community,  living 
worthy  and  unostentatious  lives,  and  exerting  a 
good  influence  upon  all  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact.  Mr.  Fox  is  interested  in  educational  mat¬ 
ters  and  is  serving  as  School  Treasurer.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Level  Lodge  No.  284,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  also  of  Marvin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  He  is  a 
conscientious  adherent  of  the  Republican  party, 
whose  principles  he  thoroughly  believes  in,  and 
seeks  to  uphold  by  his  voice  and  vote.  Mrs.  Fox  is 
an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  so¬ 
ciety. 

— - «o4o*-(c)y^x^A)--o4o.. - V- 

C.  MUNGER,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  occupies  an 
important  position  in  this  city,  being  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Pump  Company,  West  side,  having  arisen  to  his 
present  position  through  his  natural  abilities  and 
habits  of  industry.  Mr.  Munger  is  a  native  of 
Deansville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Sept. 
4,  1849.  His  parents  were  T.  H.  and  Emeline  T. 
(Hanchett)  Munger,  natives  of  the  same  State. 
The  father  followed  mercantile  pursuits  in  New 
York  City  until  1846,  and  then  disposed  of  his  in¬ 
terests  there  and  removed  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Peoria  County.  There  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  engaged  in  farming,  and  conducted  a  saw¬ 
mill  until  1852.  He  then  went  to  California,  where 
he  was  taken  fatally  ill  two  years  later,  and  yielded 
up  his  life.  The  decease  of  the  mother  occurred 
in  New  York  in  1843.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  the  subject  of  this  biography  being 
the  only  one  living. 

Mr.  Munger  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  re¬ 
moving  with  them  to  the  Prairie  State.  At  the  age 
mentioned  he  returned  to  New  York,  attended  the 
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Clinton  Liberal  Institute  for  one  year,  and  the 
academy  at  Deansvilie  about  two  j'ears.  lie  then 
returned  to  his  home  in  Illinois,  thereafter  teach¬ 
ing  school  in  Fulton  County  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  Civil  War.  lie  then  laid  aside  his  plans 
for  the  future  and  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier,  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Co.  C,  17th  Ill.  \  ol.  Inf.,  and 
served  three  years  in  the  war,  in  the  meantime 
being  promoted  Sergeant.  He  participated  with 
his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Fredcricktown,  Mo., 
Ft.  Donelson,  siege  of  Corinth.  \  icksburg,  Iuka, 
and  many  other  engagements  and  skirmishes.  He 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  the  close,  and 
returned  to  Fulton  County.  He  here  engaged  in 
farming  until  1867,  when  he  removed  to  LaHarpe, 
Ill.,  and  engaged  in  the  agricultural  business  with 
Amos  Breed  and  II.  L.  Bacon,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Breed,  Monger  &  Co.  They  did  a  very  large 
business,  controlling  the  trade  in  three  counties. 
In  1875,  the  firm,  against  the  advice  and  judgment 
of  Mr.  Hunger,  built  a  factory  and  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  pumps.  This  large  outlay  of 
money,  together  with  the  fact  of  the  company  do¬ 
ing  an  extensive  credit  business,  followed  by  the 
financial  crisis  of  1876—77—78,  caused  the  firm  to 
fail  in  1878,  Mr.  Munger  losing  everything.  In 
1881  he  crossed  the  Mississippi,  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  became  interested  in  the  pump  busi¬ 
ness.  Profiting  by  his  past  experience,  and  having 
the  full  management  of  the  business,  from  a  mod¬ 
erate  beginning  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  success¬ 
ful  business.  He  first  associated  himself  with 
James  La  Tourette,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  they 
operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Cedar  Rapids 
Pump  Company.  Their  pumps  were  manufactured 
in  St.  Louis,  and  shipped  in  car  loads  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  In  1884  the  business  had  assumed  such 
magnitude  that  it  was  impracticable  to  have  the  ma¬ 
chine  work  so  far  away,  and  they  therefore  erected 
the  building  which  they  now  occupy,  which  is  lo- 
lated  on  the  west  side  of  F  street,  on  the  C.  &  N. 
W.  II.  R.  The  building  is  100  feet  square,  and  the 
warehouse  20x160.  In  January,  1885,  a  stock 


tm,  company  was  formed  and  incorporated  with  a  paid 
up  capital  of  $25,000.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are  the  stock-holders.  The  factory  is  supplied  with 


wood  pumps  from  the  crude  material.  Their  goods  |j 
are  shipped  to  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Nebraska,  Mis-  5 
souri  and  Kansas.  They  give  employment  to  5 
twenty-five  hands. 

The  marriage  of  T.  C.  Munger  and  Miss  Grace  jj 
Breed  was  celebrated  in  October,  1877.  Mrs.  Mun-  a 
ger  is  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  Ill.,  and  the  ■: 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  Breed.  Of  their 
union  five  children  have  been  born — Alice,  Ruth,  a  i 
Mary,  Bessie  and  Grant.  They  occupy  a  comfort-  H 
able  home  at  No.  318  Second  Avenue  West. 

Mr.  Munger  is  Republican  in  politics,  belongs  to  a 

H 

the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  While  in  Illinois  he  was  an 

Kf 

Alderman  from  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of  ~ 
La  Ilarpe.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man,  honor¬ 
able  and  upright  in  his  transactions,  wide-awake  t 
and  energetic,  and  as  a  neighbor  and  a  citizen  is 
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held  in  high  esteem  by  his  townsmen. 


RS.  ORPIIA  BARBER  is  the  widow  of 
Richard  Barber,  the  founder  of  Central 
City,  and  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
the  Ilawkeye  State.  Mrs.  B.  is  a  native  of 
Pottsdam,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
May  18,  1819*  Her  father,  Joseph  Heaton,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  her  grandfather,  Eb- 
enezer  Heaton,  was  a  New  Englander,  and  a  sur- 
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geon  in  the  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  : 
At  the  close  of  his  military  career  he  located  in 
Pottsdam,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  - 
life. 

Joseph  Heaton,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Barber,  re¬ 
moved  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Empire  State 
when  a  young  man.  lie  there  established  an  ash- 
ery,  and  manufactured  potash  and  pearlash.  He  :  j 


continued  thus  engaged  until  1835,  and  then  went 
to  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  making  the  journey  by 
the  Lakes.  In  that  county  he  spent  four  years.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  married,  and  several  little  2 
olive  branches  had  come  to  bless  his  home.  In  3 
1839,  with  a  team  of  horses  and  wagon,  accompan-  ; 
ied  by  a  gentleman  named  Joseph  Clark,  who  had 
a  family,  he  started  for  this  State,  first  landing  in 
Dubuque,  where  he  rented  a  farm  and  put  in  a : 
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crop  that  same  year.  He  afterward  visited  Linn 
County,  and  being  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  its 
-  3  rapid  growth,  entered  a  claim  here,  and  in  1841  es- 
:  fj  tablished  his  family  upon  the  homestead  which  he 
A:  had  selected ;  the  claim  was  afterward  included  in 
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™  -  Maine  Township.  He  occupied  it  but  a  short  time, 
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when  he  sold  it,  afterward  making  his  home  with 
his  daughter,  and  died  there  in  1848.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mehitable  Eastman,  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire.  She  removed  to  Michigan 
with  her  husband,  and  died  there  in  1838.  Their 
household  circle  included  thirteen  children,  six 
sons  and  seven  daughters. 

Mrs.  Barber  was  a  young  lady  of  twenty  years 
when  she  came  to  Iowa  with  her  father’s  family. 
She  was  first  married  in  Dubuque,  in  1840,  to  Sey¬ 
mour  Clark,  a  native  of  Allensville,  Ind.,  born 
July  29,  1818.  By  this  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons,  Cyril  H.  and  James  L.  Her 
second  marriage,  with  Richard  Barber,  was  solem¬ 
nized  in  May,  1849.  He  was  born  in  London,  En¬ 
gland,  Aug.  23,  1815,  and  came  to  America  about 
the  year  1845.  At  the  time  of  her  second  mar¬ 
riage  our  subject  was  residing  on  the  claim  made 
originally  by  her  husband  and  brother.  Mr.  Barber 
afterward  entered  the  land  from  the  Government, 
and  converted  it  into  a  good  farm.  He  rented  it 
in  1869,  and  erected  a  hotel  in  Central  City,  which 
he  managed  until  his  death,  which  took  place  Nov. 
6,  1873. 

Mrs.  Barber  now  occupies  that  part  of  the  home¬ 
stead  which  is  located  in  Central  Citjr.  She  is  a 
business  woman  and  an  excellent  manager,  and 
erected  the  comfortable  dwelling  in  which  she  now 
resides.  Of  her  second  marriage  six  children  were 
born,  three  of  whom  are  deceased :  Alva  and  Oscar 
live  on  the  homestead;  Alice  married  Augustus 
Hatch,  and  lives  in  Jackson  Township;  the  eldest 
daughter,  Susie,  married  Albert  Jayne,  and  died  in 
California  in  1880,  leaving  one  child,  Arthur;  two 
children  of  Mrs.  B.  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Barber  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  man  highly  re¬ 
spected  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  was  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  the  building  up  and  development 
of  the  country  in  which  he  first  settled,  and  the 
main  mover  in  everything  that  tended  toward  the 


progress  and  growth  of  Central  City.  4Ie  never 
relaxed  his  fatherly  care  over  the  young  town 
which  came  into  existence  through  his  instrument¬ 
ality,  and  in  his  death  the  community  experienced 
a  loss  not  easily  supplied.  Mrs.  Barber  stood 
bravely  by  her  husband  in  ail  his  good  works  and 
efforts,  and  proved  herself  eminently  fitted  to  be 
the  companion  of  the  early  pioneer.  She  is  passing 
her  later  life  in  comparative  ease,  often  refreshing 
herself  wdth  pleasant  memories  of  the  past,  which, 
though  at  times  beset  by  difficulties,  was  finally 
smiled  upon  by  the  sun  of  prosperity. 

'^£=.zT~Lr=5 


OHN  B.  LEIGH,  of  prominent  English  an¬ 
cestry,  an  extensive  land-owner  of  Linn 
Township  and  one  of  the  foremost  agricult¬ 
urists  of  this  county,  resides  on  his  fine 
farm  on  section  28.  The  parents  of  our  subject, 
Foster  W.  and  Sarah  (Busenbark)  Leigh,  were  na¬ 
tives  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio  respectively.  The 
father  was  of  English  parentage,  and  was  descended 
from  a  prominent  English  family  related  to  King 
Charles.  The  family  were  entitled  to  a  portion  of 
the  property  of  King  Charles,  consisting  of  20,965 
acres  of  land,  but  never  came  into  possession  of  the 
same  through  technicalities  and  the  avariciousness 
of  others.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated 
from  his  native  land  to  the  United  States  and  set¬ 
tled  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  passed  the  latter  days 
of  his  life.  Our  subject’s  father  was  married  and 
settled  in  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  the  fall  of 
1851.  He  then  came  to  this  county,  locating  in 
Linn  Township,  where  he  became  quite  an  exten¬ 
sive  land-owner,  being  the  proprietor  at  one  time  of 
1,000  acres  of  land.  His  good  wife  died  in  that 
township  in  June,  1862,  and  he  crossed  the  river  to 
meet  her  on  the  other  shore  in  1878.  They  had 
nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  3,  1 834.  He  passed  his  early  life 
on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  such  advantages  as 
were  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  has  de¬ 
voted  his  life  mainly  to  farming.  Before  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  manhood  his  father  gave  him 


;  ;i 


ill 


i\ 


a 


I 


r 


ns 


854 


imiiiuiiiiiuiuiuimig 

:„™:W 

tm  tini  itim  itt  i «  «  « 1 x  FiYilf 


BjfSffln 

lnuuiuiiaiiuiuiiiuuj  if 

XXxiYXXrTXrXXlIXXlXITX»j!  IfcCifr 


LINN  COUNTY. 


Cd 

m 


i 


mm 


140  acres  of  land  in  Linn  Township,  for  which  he 
had  paid  eighty -seven  cents  per  acre.  John  B.  set¬ 
tled  on  this  place  on  attaining  man’s  estate,  and 
cultivated  and  improved  the  same,  adding  thereto 
by  subsequent  purchases  until  at  present  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  <S()0  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  val¬ 
uable,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  and  homes  in 
Linn  County.  On  his  place  is  a  fine  residence,  good 
barn  and  necessary  out-buildings,  and  in  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  his  vocation  he  has  met  with  success. 
During  the  year  1881  he  engaged  in  breeding  thor¬ 
ough-bred  Short-horns,  lie  now  has  a  small  herd, 
which  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  county. 

I .  Mr-  Leigh  has  spent  a  goodly  portion  of  his  time 
in  traveling,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  collections  of 
curiosities  from  other  climes  to  be  found  in  the 
West.  Among  his  collections  are  rare  coins  worth 
$150,  idols,  and  other  articles  rarely  to  be  found  in 
any  other  collection  in  the  United  States.  lie  takes 
pleasure  in  showing  these  to  his  friends,  and  anyone 
passing  that  way  should  not  fail  to  call  upon  him 
and  examine  them,  for  we  assure  him  whoever  he 
may  be  that  he  will  be  cordially  received.  Mr.  L. 
has  also  one  of  the  finest  libraries  to  be  found  in 
the  country.  He  is  a  constant  student,  a  gentleman 
of  good  judgment,  and  one  who,  when  he  has  care¬ 
fully  studied  a  subject  and  decided  thereon,  seldom 
fails  to  be  right.  He  rents  the  major  portion  of  his 
estate  and  lives  a  more  retired  life  than  that  of  an 
active,  laboring  agriculturist,  and  he  is  enabled  to 
do  this  through  the  energy  and  perseverance  he  has 
brought  to  bear  in  the  accumulation  of  a  compe¬ 
tency  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Leigh  was  married  in  Linn  Township,  in 
October,  1855,  to  Elizabeth  Busenbark;  she  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  in  1884.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  Iieding  and  Delilah  (Baulin)  Busenbark, 
h  natives  of  Ohio;  they  are  both  deceased.  Our  sub- 
ject  is  one  of  those  individuals  whose  lives  are  pro¬ 
longed  by  continual  and  constant  abstinence  from 
all  intoxicating  liquors.  During  his  life  he  has 
never  indulged  in  the  use  of  tobacco  or  any  intoxi¬ 
cating  beverages,  and  his  fine  physique  is  sufficient 
demonstrate  the  truthfulness  of  the  assertion 
that  “  Life  is  prolonged  by  constant,  temperate  hab¬ 
its.”  In  politics  Mr.  Leigh  votes  with  the  Repub- 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 


O.  F.,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  18,  at  Marion.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee,  and  also 
that  of  School  Treasurer  for  about  fifteen  years. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  elegant  home  of  Mr. 
Leigh  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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R.  C.  A.  McCORKLE,  the  junioi  member 
of  the  firm  of  Holman  &  McCorkle,  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  his 
birth  taking  place  March  19,  1859.  His 
parents  were  Benair  and  Sarah  (Phillips)  McCor¬ 
kle,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  respectively. 
They  came  to  Iowa  before  their  marriage,  with 
their  parents,  and  settled  in  Linn  County.  After 
marriage,  they  located  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of 
unimproved  land  at  Palo,  and  engaged  in  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  agriculture.  One  of  the  first  duties  was  the 
erection  of  a  log  dwelling,  into  which  the  young 
couple  moved  and  commenced  housekeeping,  prob 
ably  not  in  very  great  style,  but  with  abundance  of 
pleasure  and  contentment.  Upon  this  farm  they 
remained  for  twenty  years,  bringing  about  great 
improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  land,  and  in 
the  course  of  time  substituting  a  comfortable  frame 
dwelling  for  the  humble  pioneer  cabin.  Subse¬ 
quently  the  father  purchased  thirty  acres  in  Palo, 
upon  which  he  moved  in  1872,  having  previously 
erected  a  dwelling-house,  and  where  these  excellent 
people  remained  until  the  death  of  the  mother, 
which  occurred  in  1880.  The  father  afterward  re¬ 
moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  now  living  there  in 
retirement  upon  a  competency.  The  parental 
household  included  three  children,  one  of  whom, 
Mary,  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  twenty -nine 
years.  The  two  living  are  Laura  A.,  now  Mrs.  Dr. 
Holman,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  C.  A.,  our  subject. 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCorkle  made  his  home  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  twenty-four  years  old,  in  the  meantime 
receiving  his  primary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  in  later  years  supplementing  this  by  a 
year’s  attendance  at  Cornell  College,  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
and  commenced  reading  medicine  in  1880  with  Dr. 
Holman,  lie  began  his  course  of  lectures  in  the 
winter  of  1882,  and  in  1885  graduated  at  the  Iowa 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  and  received  his 
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diploma.  He  selected  Cedar  Rapids  for  the  field 
of  his  future  operations,  and  was  admitted  to  part¬ 
nership  with  Dr.  Holman,  whose  experience  and 
success  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  career  as  a  physician. 

Dr.  McCorkle  and  Miss  Angie  Lewis,  of  Shells- 
burg,  this  State,  were  united  in  marriage  Sept.  17, 
1885.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Lewis,  residents  of  the  above  named  place, 
and  remained  under  the  careful  training  of  most 
excellent  parents  until  her  marriage.  The  young- 
couple  start  out  in  life  with  every  prospect  of  a 
bright  future.  Our  subject  is  a  very  popular  young 
man,  and  great  things  are  expected  of  him.  Mrs. 
McCorkle  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doctor  is  a  regular  at¬ 
tendant  upon  its  services.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  has  decided  views,  and  is  fearless  in  the 
endorsement  of  those  principles  which  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  general  good  of  his  community  and 
the  country  at  large.  Their  pleasant  home  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  No.  408  B  avenue,  and  is  surrounded  by 
the  elegancies  of  modern  refinement. 
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)EORGE  A.  COBBAN,  whose  portrait  is  given 
on  the  opposite  page,  is  a  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  located  in  Marion  in  April,  1861, 
where  he  carried  on  a  successful  business  for  about 
twenty  years,  moving  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  spring 
of  1880.  The  demands  of  an  increased  business 
caused  him  to  largely  augment  his  facilities,  which 
was  done  in  his  name.  Mr.  Cobban  was  born  at 
Inverness,  Canada  East,  May  8,  1834.  His  father, 
L  Robert  Cobban,  emigrated  to  Canada  from  Scot- 
-  ;  land,  in  1830,  and  engaged  in  farming.  There  he 
reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  seven  boys  and 
four  girls,  viz. :  John  A.,  Robert,  William  F.,  Mary 
Ann,  Julia,  Jessie,  George  A.,  Charles,  Joseph, 
Simon  and  Joanna,  all  of  whom  are  living  but  Rob¬ 
ert,  Mary  Ann,  Julia  and  Charles.  Our  subject’s 
father  died  in  Canada.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  Anderson,  also  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland.  Be¬ 
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fore  coming  to  Canada,  he  owned  and  carried  on  a 
printing  and  publishing  house  in  Aberdeen,  and 
was  for  many  years  editor  of  the  Aberdeen  Chron¬ 
icle. 

One  of  the  sad  events  which  occured  in  the  bo}r- 
hood  of  our  subject  was  that  of  the  death  of  his 
mother,  which  took  place  when  he  was  but  eight 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  very  ambitious  }routh,  and 
during  his  younger  years  often  asked  his  father  for 
permission  to  go  to  the  States  to  seek  his  fortune, 
To  this  his  father  would  always  demur,  saying  he 
was  too  young.  When  our  subject  was  fifteen  his 
father  gave  him  a  small  tract  of  land  to  cultivate. 
From  the  products  of  his  labors  he  realized  fifty 
cents,  and  with  this  small  amount  he  determined  to 
start  out  in  the  world  to  seek  a  larger  field  for 
operations.  Accordingly,  one  dark  night  in  June, 
1850,  having  made  a  confident  of  his  sister  Jes¬ 
sie,  who  was  two  years  his  senior  and  who  furnished 
him  with  a  cold  lunch,  he  bade  farewell  to  home  and 
kindred  and  started  out  into  the  cold,  strange  world 
to  seek  his  fortune.  Space  will  not  allow  us  to 
dwell  on  the  hopes,  doubts  and  aspirations,  as  well 
as  resolutions,  that  filled  young  George’s  heart  on 
that  eventful  night.  Brave,  honest  and  full  of  de¬ 
termination  to  succeed,  he  traveled  on,  making  ten 
miles  the  first  night.  Starting  out  early  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  he  traveled  thirty  miles  by  sunset,  when  he 
came  to  a  tavern.  Here,  he  met  a  man  who  had 
worked  for  his  father,  and  to  whom  he  became  in¬ 
debted  for  a  night’s  lodging  and  breakfast.  The 
second  day,  although  footsore  and  somewhat  de¬ 
jected  in  spirit,  he  traveled  forty  miles,  resting 
himself  for  a  while  at  night  in  a  farm-house,  where 
he  satisfied  his  hunger  with  a  bowl  of  bread  and 
milk,  and  for  which  he  paid  ten  cents.  A  little 
further  on  he  came  to  an  inn,  upon  the  floor  of 
which  he  lay  for  the  night.  On  the  third  day 
George  walked  thirty  miles,  arriving  about  sun¬ 
down  at  Derby  Line,  Yt.  This  day’s  jour¬ 
ney  was  through  a  dense  forest,  inhabited  with 
bears  and  wolves.  After  purchasing  five  cents’ 
worth  of  crackers  for  his  supper,  he  had  ten  cents 
left  out  of  the  fifty  with  which  he  started  from 
home.  After  eating  his  lunch  of  crackers,  he 
looked  about  for  work,  but  without  success,  and 
that  night  slept  on  the  floor  of  the  Derby  House. 
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lie  was  rudely  awakened  in  the  morning  by  a  kick 
and  told  to  get  out  of  the  way.  This  was  a  little 
too  much  for  George’s  spirits,  but  he  got  up  and 
washed  his  face  and  again  looked  about  for  work. 
I  le  was  told  by  the  clerk  of  the  hotel  that  a  farmer 
about  ten  miles  from  town  was  inquiring  the  day 
before  for  a  boy.  Without  a  bite  to  eat  the  deter¬ 
mined  lad  started  for  the  farmer’s  house,  and  ar¬ 
rived  only  to  find  that  the  place  was  filled.  He 
retraced  his  steps,  applying  for  work  on  the  way, 
but  without  success.  At  last,  discouraged,  tired, 
footsore  and  hungry,  he  started  out  into  a  field 
where  he  saw  a  man  plowing  and  applied  to  him  for 
work.  On  being  refused  he  broke  down,  large  tears 
coursing  down  his  young  cheeks.  At  this  the  farmer 
questioned  the  boy,  who  told  his  story.  The  kind- 
hearted  farmer  took  him  to  the  house,  and  gave  him 
a  large  bowl  of  bread  and  milk  and  a  piece  of  apple 
pie.  George  offered  him  his  last  ten  cents,  which 
was  refused.  On  going  back  to  town  he  was  in¬ 
formed  by  the  hotel  clerk  that  Col.  Kilbourne, 
across  the  line  in  Canada,  might  give  him  work. 
George  did  not  like  to  return  to  Canada,  but  it 
seemed  to  him  the  only  chance,  so  he  started  for 
Kilbourne’s  place,  where  he  obtained  work  on  a 
month’s  trial  at  $6.  At  the  end  of  the  month 
he  was  persuaded  to  stay  a  few  months  longer 
at  $7  a  month. 

About  the  1st  of  October,  1850,  the  subject  of 
our  notice,  with  $20  in  his  pocket,  concluded  to 
make  his  way  to  Boston.  He  walked  the  first  day 
to  McEndos  Falls,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  which 
was  then  the  terminus  of  the  Vermont  Central 
Railroad.  There  he  met  some  boys  who  told 
him  that  there  was  a  lumber  train  going  that  night 
to  Wells  River,  fifteen  miles  below,  and  if  he  would 
wait,  he  could  get  on  the  lumber. and  get  a  ride. 
This  he  concluded  to  do.  lie  had  never  seen  a 
railroad  or  a  car  before.  The  railroad  tracks  at 
that  time  were  not  as  smooth  as  they  are  at  present. 
When  he  arrived  at  Wells  River  it  was  very  dark. 
The  conductor  came  along  with  his  lantern,  and 
seeing  a  boy  on  the  car  of  lumber,  asked  him  when 


he  got  on.  George  told  him,  and  the  conductor 
ordered  him  down,  and  told  him  if  lie  ever  caught 
him  there  again  it  would  not  be  healthy  for  him. 
George,  even  without  this  admonition,  had  not  the 


that 
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slightest  notion  of  trying  a  ride  like 
The  following  morning  he  started  for  the  depot  to  . 
take  the  train  for  Boston,  but  got  there  just  in  time 
to  see  the  train  pulling  out.  George  ran  after  it, 
calling  for  it  to  stop,  which  of  course  it  did  not  do. 
The  next  morning  he  was  on  hand  in  time,  and 
taking  the  train  soon  arrived  in  Boston.  After 
buying  himself  some  clothes,  he  took  the  train  for 
West  Newbury,  where  his  brother  William  lived, 
and  from  whom  he  received  a  hearty  welcome.  He 
remained  with  his  brother  for  a  time,  who  sent  him 
to  school,  but  in  the  spring  he  went  to  Ilolliston, 
the  home  of  his  brother  John.  In  that  place  he 
worked  one  year,  pegging  brogans  at  $5  per  month 
for  the  first  six  months  and  $10  for  the  second  six 
months.  He  then  secured  a  job  at  cutting  sole  - 
leather  in  a  shoe  factory. 

From  the  last  mentioned  time  on  the  subject  of  s 
this  sketch  seemed  to  prosper,  and  gradually  rising 
to  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  he  finally 
became  foreman  of  a  large  boot  and  shoe  factory. 
In  1860,  he  made  a  visit  to 
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Europe  to  see  his  { 


friends  in  Scotland,  but  he  did  not  stay  long,  and  tj 


returned  a  wiser  and  a  happier  man. 


in  Scotland  belonged  to  the  aristocratic  classes 
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His  relations 
and 

did  not  take  to  the  American  idea  very  kindly. 
When  he  called  upon  his  mother’s  sister,  they  in¬ 
quired  what  profession  he  belonged  to  and,  upon 
his  replying  that  he  belonged  to  no  profession 
but  was  a  mechanic,  they  told  him  that  he  need 
not  take  the  trouble  to  call  again,  which  injunc¬ 
tion  he  faithfully  adhered  to.  He  was  glad  to  re¬ 
turn  to  a  country  where  every  honest  occupation 
was  respected  and  where  there  were  no  such  false 
ideas  of  respectability. 

Previous  to  our  subject’s  going  to  Scotland, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  visited  his  old  home 
in  Canada  and  spent  an  evening  with  his  father’s 
family  without  being  recognized.  In  1861  the 
company  for  whom  he  was  working  failed,  and  our 
subject  was  compelled  to  take  notes  for  the  amount 
due  him.  He  had  saved  besides  the  notes  he  took, 
some  $300,  and  with  this  and  what  was  due  him  he 
had  intended  to  start  in  business  for  himself.  He 
was  consequently  greatly  disappointed,  but  not  dis¬ 
mayed.  He  then  decided  to  come  to  Iowa  and  select 
some  good  town  and  open  up  business  for  himself. 
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He  purchased  about  $1,500  worth  of  goods  on  time, 
had  some  cards  printed,  and  started  for  the  West. 
His  goods  were  shipped  to  Cedar  Rapids,  he  having- 
selected  Marion  as  the  place  for  opening  up.  When 
the  goods  arrived  at  Cedar  Rapids  there  was  $52 
freight  charges  on  them,  while  the  young  merchant 
only  had  $17  to  pay  with.  He  proposed  to  leave 
part  of  the  goods  as  security  in  Mr.  Bever’s  ware¬ 
house,  but  the  latter  gentleman,  being  a  good  judge 
of  human  character,  told  our  subject  to  take  all  his 
goods  and  give  him  his  due  bill  for  the  amount, 
and  when  he  took  in  the  money  to  send  it  down. 
In  about  two  days  the  bill  was  paid.  By  liberal 
ujS  use  of  printer’s  ink  and  close  attention  to  business 
he  met  all  of  his  obligations  before  they  were  due. 
In  this  way  he  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous  busi¬ 
ness,  which  would  reflect  honor  upon  one  enjoying 
i  jj  every  advantage  in  starting  life,  not  one  of  which 
i  :  outside  of  his  own  inherent  ability  did  our  subject 
}|  enjoy. 

Mr.  Cobbin  was  united  in  marriage  in  18G5  with 
Miss  Marcia  B.,  the  estimable  daughter  of  the  late 
i  :  Hon.  William  Todd,  of  St.  Stephens,  N.  B.  He 
died  Aug.  5,  1873,  aged  seventy  years.  He  was  a 
highly  respected  and  prominent  citizen.  He  was  a 
life  member  of  the  Provincial  Parliament  and  was 
largely  interested  in  railroads  and  other  business 
enterprises  of  that  Province.  He  was  also  Presi- 
,  dent  of  St.  Stephens  Bank,  and  of  the  New  Bruns- 
L  •  wick  &  Canadian  Railroad. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
k'S  dren,  namely:  Harry,  born  Oct.  29,  1869;  Mabel, 
July  6,  1871;  Neva  Louise,  July  2,  1873;  Alice 
M.,  May  5,  1879;  and  George  A.,  Jr.,  born  May 
8,  1880.  The  first  daughter  died  Dec.  15,  1872, 
l  and  Henry  died  April  13,  1877. 

In  1866  Mr.  Cobban  erected  a  fine  brick  dwell¬ 
ing  in  Marion,  where  he  still  resides.  In  1872,  he 
put  up  a  brick  store,  which  he  occupied  for  many 
years.  Eight  years  later,  however,  desiring  a  larger 
field  for  his  business  operations,  he  removed  his 
store  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has  now  one  of 
the  leading  boot  and  shoe  establishments  in  the 
State.  He  has  invested  quite  largely  in  real  estate 
in  that  city,  and  is  one  of  its  leading  business  men. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  liberal  in  his 
religious  views. 
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Mr.  Cobban’s  success  in  life  shows  what  courage, 
perseverance  and  an  honest  purpose  will  accomplish 
under  Republican  institutions  where  labor  is  hon¬ 
orable  and  success  open  to  all  who  may  seek  it. 
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EY.  STEPHEN  PHELPS,  D.  D.  The  un¬ 
surpassed  school  system  of  the  State,  the 
present  grand  and  magnificent  school  build- 
(£))ings  which  are  thickly  scattered  throughout 
its  borders,  stand  as  monuments  of  the  ennobling 
character  and  beneficient  labors  of  the  better  ele¬ 
ment  of  Iowa  society.  The  culture  and  refinement 
of  its  people,  which  are  everywhere  noticeable,  also 
bear  the  impress  of  that  class  of  her  population  to 
which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs.  He  is 
President  of  Coe  College,  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has 
been  closely  identified  with  the  school  interests  of 
the  State  since  coming  here  in  1881.  Rev.  Phelps 
was  born  in  Lewistown,  Fulton  Co.,  Ill.,  Feb.  6, 
1839.  He  comes  from  that  New  England  stock, 
in  which  conscience  seems  to  have  been  as  hered¬ 
itary  as  intelligence,  and  in  which  accumulative 
results  of  the  moral  struggles  and  triumphs  of 
many  generations  of  honest  lives  appear  to  have 
been  transmitted,  in  which  originality  as  well  as 
practicability  of  conception  are  combined  with  an 
ambitious  and  energetic  support  of  action.  These 
qualities  which  have  been  noticed  in  our  subject’s 
individuality  are  thus  easily  traced. 

Mr.  Phelps  is  a  son  of  Myron  and  Adeline  (Rice) 
Phelps,  natives  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  respectively.  They  emigrated  to  Fulton 
County,  Ill.,  about  1830,  and  in  Lewistown,  that 
county,  the  father  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
There  were  more  Indians  than  whites  in  the  countiy 
at  that  time,  and  his  was  the  only  store  in  the 
county.  He  dealt  largely  in  furs,  traveling  on 
ponies  over  large  portions  of  Illinois  and  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Cedar,  in  Iowa.  He  was  a  great  friend 
to  the  Indians,  and  many  an  old  battle-scarred 
chief  found  a  welcome  to  his  home.  His  business 
career  was  characterized  by  strict  principles,  and 
at  the  opening  of  his  Christian  life  he  decided  that 
one-tenth  of  his  income  should  be 
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Lord,  and  that,  should  he  ever  become  worth  a 
certain  sum,  he  would,  thereafter,  give  all  he  made 
to  the  Lord,  lie  reached  that  amount  twenty 
years  prior  to  his  death,  and  thereafter  gave  all  he 
made  to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  He  departed 
this  life  in  the  year  1878,  his  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  Dr.  Phelps,  our  subject,  having  died  in  1850. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  union,  and  seven 
of  the  number  are  yet  living.  They  are  George,  a 
resident  of  Indiana;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of 
John  Proctor,  a  resident  of  Wisconsin;  Ilenry,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Illinois;  our  subject;  Harriet,  who  married 
Charles  Proctor,  and  who  is  living  at  Lewistown,  111. ; 
Aurelia,  residing  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Eliza,  now 
Mrs.  Foote,  of  Illinois.  The  father  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  held  the  office  of  County  Treasurer  and  Re¬ 
corder,  and  was  an  earnest  believer  in  the  doctrines 
promulgated  by  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
denomination  he  was  Trustee  for  forty  years.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Sabbath-schools  and  a  strong 
advocate  of  temperance.  He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Abraham  Lincoln’s,  whose  neighbor  he  was  at 
one  time,  and  with  whom  he  held  considerable  cor¬ 
respondence. 

Stephen  Phelps  obtained  his  primary  education 
in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  attended  a 
select  High  School  and  prepared  himself  for  college. 
He  entered  college  in  1856,  at  Cannonsburg,  Pa., 
and  three  years  later  graduated  from  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege  at  that  place.  He  then  attended  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  at  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  and 
received  his  diploma  therefrom  in  1862.  He 
then  came  to  this  State  and,  locating  at  Sioux  City, 
engaged  in  ministerial  labor  on  behalf  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  Officiating  in  that  capacity 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  he  then,  on  account  of  his 
wife’s  health,  left  that  place  and  went  to  Waterloo, 
and  there  took  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
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In  1871  our  subject  went  to  Vinton,  Benton  Co., 
Iowa,  where  he  officiated  as  minister  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until 
1881.  During  the  year  last  named  Rev.  Phelps 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  at  the  request  of  the  Synod 
of  Iowa,  and  accepted  the  position  as  President  of 
Coe  College.  He  has  faithfully  continued  to  hold 
that  position  until  this  writing,  giving  entire  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  interested. 
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Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1862, 
with  Miss  Amelia  McComb,  of  Lewistown,  Ill.,  and 
daughter  of  William  McComb  of  that  place.  Six 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  and  five  of 
the  number  are  yet  living — Albert  M.,  Myron,  : 
Ella,  Clara  and  Anna.  *  The  wife  and  mother  de- 


parted  this  life  in  1881,  and  our  subject  formed  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Miller.  She  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  F.  Miller,  of  Vinton,  who 
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came  to  this  State  in  1870.  Of  the  latter  union 
two  children,  William  H.  and  Mary  W.,  have  been 
born.  Our  subject  resides  in  the  college  house  on 
North  Thirteenth  street.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  with  strong  tendencies  toward  prohibi- 
tion. 

"V ICIIARD  E.  BURNS,  an  honored  resident 
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of  Linn  County,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  1 
\\\  Central  City  Flouring-Mills,  is  a  gentleman 
Y£))of  great  enterprise  and  energy,  and  one 
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who  has  met  with  well-merited  success.  He  is 


a 
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native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  born  Dec.  25,  1822. 
His  father,  John  Burns,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  born  May  4,  1794.  His  grandfather, 
James  Burns,  was  also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
parents  who  were  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
father  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Bedford 
County. 

James  Burns,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  in  which  he 
distinguished  himself  for  bravery  and  patriotism. 
After  the  colonies  had  declared  their  independence, 
and  had  been  so  recognized  by  the  mother  country, 
who  withdrew  her  troops  from  American  shores, 
James  Burns  lay  down  his  musket  and  took  up  the 
implements  of  husbandry.  He  went  to  Napier 
Township,  in  Bedford  County,  entered  a  tract  of 
land,  and  set  about  clearing  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  In  due  time  he  received  the  reward 
of  his  labors  in  the  smiling  fields  around  him  and 
in  witnessing  the  march  of  civilization  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  his  domain.  In  due  time  a  turnpike 
road  was  laid  from  Pittsburgh  to  Chambersburg, 
passing  by  his  homestead,  and  he  sold  his  grain  to 
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teamsters  on  the  road.  He  finally  opened  his  house 
to  travelers,  which  was  a  great  convenience  to 
them,  and  his  genial  hospitality  made  him  a  great 
favorite  among  all  classes  in  that  section  of  coun¬ 
try.  It  was  his  custom  in  the  fall  of  the  }rear  to 
go  on  a  hunting  expedition,  by  which  he  obtained 
deer  and  other  wild  game  for  his  winter’s  supply 
of  meat.  He  thus  filled  in  his  days  with  industry 
and  usefulness  to  the  close  of  a  long  and  pleasant 
life,  dying  in  1872,  at  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  four  years.  In  early  life  he  had  been 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hester  Graham,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  the  second. 

John  Burns,  the  father  of  Richard  E.,  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm,  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  remained  with  his  pax-ents  until  his 
marriage,  at  which  time  his  father  pi'esented  him 
with  a  tract  of  land  near  the  old  homestead,  upon 
which  he  lived  and  labored  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1850.  He  was  married  in'  early  man¬ 
hood  to  Miss  Eliza  Ewalt,  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Hannah  (Todd)  Ewalt,  of  English  ancestry. 
She  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  April  15, 
1801,  and  came  of  an  excellent  family.  Her  uncle, 
Samuel  Ewalt,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  when  it  was  a  small  town  estab¬ 
lished  an  Indian  ti’ading-post  there  and  accumulated 
a  foi’tune.  Mrs.  Eliza  Burns  departed  this  life 
Sept.  14, 1855,  leaving  behind  her  the  remembraixce 
of  a  life  of  goodness,  replete  with  womanly  virtues. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  children — Richard 
E.,  our  subject;  George,  who  lives  in  Benton 
County,  this  State,  and  John,  who  resides  in  his 
native  county  of  Bedford,  Pa. 

Richard  E.  Burns  remained  upon  the  farm  of  his 
father  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  reared 
to  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  and  possessed 
a  large  share  of  ambition  and  enterprise.  At  the 
age  above  mentioned  he  engaged  in  teaming  and 
milling,  and  followed  this  in  Bedford  County  until 
1858.  He  then  desired  to  see  something  more  of 
the  world.  He  had  all  his  life  been  an  observer  of 
what  was  g’oins'  on  around  him,  and  had  listened 
with  great  interest  to  the  accounts  which  came 
from  the  young  and  rapidly  growing  West.  He 
accordingly  resolved  to  see  what  lay  beyond  the 
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Mississippi,  and  in  the  year  mentioned  turned  his 
face  westward,  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  and 
came  over  into  Iowa,  entering  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  near  Anamosa,  Jones  County.  He  did 
not  settle  upon  this,  however,  but  continued  work- 
ing  at  his  trade  for  three  years.  He  then  came  to 
Linn  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Jackson 
Township,  upon  which  he  settled,  and  was  engaged 
in  its  improvement  and  cultivation  for  the  space  of 
thi’ee  more  years.  He  then  traded  half  of  this  farm 
for  a  half  interest  in  a  flourmill  in  Boulder  Town¬ 
ship.  This  trade  not  proving  profitable  or  desira¬ 
ble,  he  succeeded  in  having  it  annulled,  and  came 
into  possession  of  his  land  again. 

In  1861  Mr.  Burns  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  Central  City  Flouring-Mills,  and  removed  there 
three  years  later.  He  afterward  purchased  the  re¬ 
maining  half  interest,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
sole  proprietor.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  operation  of  the  mills,  and  his  business  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing,  the  secret  of  this  being  that  he 
has  dealt  fairly  and  squarely  with  his  customers 
and  pati-ons. 

Richard  Burns  and  Miss  Catharine  Riffle  were 
united  in  marriage  Nov.  5,  1846.  This  lady  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Anne 
E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  C.  Burnett,  and  lives 
in  Otter  Creek  Township.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Burns  was  again  married,  in  August, 
1860,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Abigail 
Williams,  and  of  this  union  were  born  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  "William  H.,  now  living  in  Nebraska; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Eli  Bruner,  and  they  reside  in 
Bowlder  Township,  this  county;  George  G.,  Emily, 
Richard  E.,  Charles  and  Elsetta  died  in  infancy; 
the  two  youngest  daughters,  Edith  and  Ethel,  are 
twins. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Burns  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  receives  a  pension.  He 
was  a  pioneer  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  residing 
there  until  1854,  and  then  came  to  Jones  County, 
this  State.  The  grandfather  and  great-grandfather 
of  Mrs.  B.  were  natives  of  Virginia,  the  latter  liv¬ 
ing  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years.  Her 
gx-andfather  is  now  ninety-three  years  old,  and  re¬ 
tains  his  mental  faculties  to  a  surprising  degree, 
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and  has  not  yet  altogether 
disposition  of  his  earlier 
Burns 
and 
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parted  with  the  active 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
are  highly  respected  in  their  community, 
are  worthily  filling  their  station  as  useful  mem¬ 
bers  of  society.  They  and  part  of  the  family  are 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Burns  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life. 

ROBERT  ELLIS  is  one  of  the  best  known 
citizens  of  Linn  County.  He  is  a  pioneer 
of  the  Ilawkeye  State,  journeying  hither  as 
as  1838,  and  making  his  first  entry 
into  the  county  on  May  7.  He  first  landed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cedar  River,  where  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids  now  stands.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival  there 
was  but  one  log  cabin  in  the  place,  and  it  can  easily 
be  imagined  how  great  have  been  the  changes 
which  he  has  looked  upon  since  that  time.  In  that 
early  day,  the  now  great  commonwealth  of  Iowa 
was  but  a  wild  tract  of  land,  constituting  a  part  of 
what  was  then  known  as  Wisconsin  Territory.  It 
was  subsequently  divided  off,  and  assumed  the 
name  of  Iowa  Territory,  which  a  few  years  later 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  a  young  man  of  only  twenty  years 
of  age  when  he  first  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  de¬ 
cided  to  establish  a  home  in  the  West.  He  took 
pleasure  in  the  thought  of  being  one  of  the  first 
to  found  a  civilized  community,  and  here  he  staked 
a  claim  which  still  remains  in  his  possession.  He 
was  the  recipient  of  no  legacy,  and  had  no  posses¬ 
sions  saving  his  strong  hands  and  brave  heart,  but 
his  courage  was  high  with  the  hopes  of  youth,  and 
he  immediately  set  about  carving  out  his  fortune, 
resolving  to  meet  and  overcome  every  difficulty 
that  should  beset  his  path.  His  first  means  were 
obtained  by  working  out  by  the  day,  and  he  saved 
his  money,  accumulating  whatever  he  could  against 
the  time  when  his  land  should  come  into  market. 
When  this  event  transpired  he  had  accumulated 
the  necessary  sum,  and  found  himself  the  proud 
possessor  of  the  1  (JO  acres  which  he  had  first  located. 
The  excellent  principles  inculcated  by  his  worthy 
parents  were  recognized  by  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  and  he  at  once  gained  the  respect  and 
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esteem  of  his  pioneer  neighbors,  lie  soon  found 
himself  on  the  highway  to  success,  and  his  career 
has  been  a  bright  example  of  what  enterprising  in¬ 
dustry  and  fair  and  honorable  dealings  may  ac¬ 
complish. 

Mr.  Ellis  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  Jan.  20,  1817.  His  father,  John 
Ellis,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  native  of 
Ireland,  emigrating  with  his  parents  to  this  country 
when  a  small  child.  -  The  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Elizabeth  Cairns.  She  also  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ireland,  and  in  early  life  emigrated  with 
her  parents  to  the  United  States.  Both  families 
made  settlement  in  Pennsylvania.  John  Ellis,  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  remained  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  during  their  lives,  and  died  there  in 
ripe  old  age. 

Mr.  Robert  Ellis  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  in  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Pa. ;  one  brother  is  a  merchant,  and 
the  others  are  farmers;  there  were  five  daughters. 
The  education  of  our  subject  was  begun  and  com¬ 
pleted  in  a  small  log  school-house  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  what  was  then  called  the  Subscription  School. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  the 
time  of  setting  his  face  Westward.  He  was  ac¬ 
companied  on  his  journey  by  one  of  his  early 
a  young  man  by  the  name  of  O.  S. 

latter  located  and  remained,  and 
on  the  farm  which  constituted  his 


schoolmates, 

The 

was  married 


original  claim,  and  which  remained  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  until  his  death. 

In  1849,  at  the  time  of  the  excitement  over  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  California,  Mr.  Ellis,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  many  others,  became  infected  with  the 
fever,  and  in  company  with  J.  F.  Charles,  Henry 
Ilighley  and  C.  II.  Harvey,  started  across  the 
plains  toward  the  Pacific  Coast.  Their  outfit  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  wagon  and  four  horses  and  a  quantity 
of  provisions.  They  commenced  their  journey  on 
the  20th  day  of  April  in  the  above-named  year, 
and  remained  together  until  they  reached  Sac¬ 
ramento  City,  in  September.  They  all  located  in 
El  Dorado  County,  and  engaged  at  once  in  mining, 
their  operations  being  carried  on  along  the  Ameri¬ 
can  River,  near  Georgetown.  Mr.  Ellis  remained 
in  California  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and  it  was 
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n  there  he  acquired  that  characteristic,  peculiar  to 
the  miners,  of  keeping  his  business  affairs  to  him¬ 
self.  During  his  residence  in  the  Golden  State  he 
traveled  over  much  of  the  northern  part,  and  was 
an  interested  observer  of  the  peculiar  formation  of 
the  country  and  the  various  nationalities  and  hab¬ 
its  of  the  people  by  whom  it  was  settled.  At  the 
expiration  of  seven  years,  in  the  month  of  June, 
he  sailed  out  of  the  Golden  Gate,  and,  via  the 
Isthmus,  eastward  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
remained  for  some  time,  and  completed  the  circle 
of  his  travels  after  passing  through  his  native 
State,  by  tracing  his  steps  to  the  State  of  his 
adoption.  He  now  settled  himself  on  his  original 
homestead,  erected  a  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
i||  proudly  offered  to  his  chosen  bride  a  home  of  their 
own  on  the  day  of  their  marriage.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  was  Miss  Martha  L.  King.  She  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Catharine  King,  and  was  born  Jan.  11,  1835.  She 
grew  to  womanhood  in  her  native  State,  remaining 
there  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  the 
family  was  deprived  of  a  father’s  care  by  death. 
A  few  years  later,  in  company  with  her  mother, 
she  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  they  settled  in  Rapids 
Township,  where  the  life  of  the  mother  terminated 
May  6,  1875. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  is  deceased ;  the  living  are  as 
follows:  King  W.,  Elizabeth  C.,  Sherman  R., 
Charles  G.,  Amanda,  Ralph,  Wert  and  George  W. ; 
The  name  of  the  deceased  was  Franklin. 

Mr.  E.  has  been  occupied  in  the  dairy  business 
for  about  two  and  a  half  years,  in  which  he  has 
been  fairly  successful.  He  has  a  herd  of  thirty 
cows,  and  finds  ready  sale  for  their  product  in  the 
:  city  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  man  highly  esteemed 
^  &  in  his  community,  has  been  Township  Trustee  for 
four  years,  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
a  period  of  twelve  years;  he  was  President  of  the 
Board  in  the  Independent  School  District  eight 
years.  His  home  now  lying  within  the  city  limits, 

iiS  he  separated  himself  from  his  official  duties  in 
:  1  ;  - 

lit  the  district  school.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in 
-  educational  matters,  and  considers  it  the  duty  of 
li every  community  to  look  after  the  younger  mem¬ 
bers,  who  in  time  will  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 


those  who  are  passing  away.  It  is  scarcely  neces¬ 
sary  to  say  that  this  upright  man  and  good  citizen 
is  receiving  his  just  reward  in  the  appreciation  of 
his  friends  and  neighbors.  A  view  of  the  residence 
of  Mr.  Ellis  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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ON.  JOSEPH  BARRIS  YOUNG,  a  prom¬ 
inent  attorney  of  Marion,  and  President  of 
the  Northwestern  Loan  and  Real-Estate  In¬ 
vestment  Company,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Venango 
Township,  Erie  County,  Feb.  18,  1832.  His  pa¬ 
rents  were  Rev.  Alcinus  and  Mary  (Yost)  Young, 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Hillsboro  County, 
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N.  H.,  Dec.  1G,  1792,  of  English  descent.  Alcinus 
Young’s  ancestors  emigrated  from  England  to 
America  three  generations  prior  to  his  birth.  He 
was  a  Methodist  minister  and  a  pioneer  of  Iowa  of 
1846.  He  was  actively  employed  in  his  holy  call¬ 
ing  among  the  pioneer  settlements  of  Iowa,  later,  in 
established  churches,  and  for  several  years  served 
as  Presiding  Elder.  His  death  occurred  at  Marion, 
March  30,  1876.  His  good  wife  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  of  German-Irish  descent,  and  her  death 
took  place  in  Iowa  in  1856. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  came  to 
Iowa  in  1846,  and  made  his  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
He  graduated  from  the  Indiana  Asbury  University 
of  Greencastle,  in  the  class  of  1851.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  at  Iowa  City,  under 
the  instruction  of  Judge  Castleton,  and  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  bar  of  Iowa  City  in  the  spring  of  1853. 
He  at  once  located  at  Marion,  and  entering  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  has  continued  to 
make  that  his  home  until  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Young  entered  the  army  early  in  1864  as 
Paymaster,  with  the  rank  of  Major.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  was  a  compliment  to  him,  as  it  came  un¬ 
sought;  he  had  made  no  application  for  the 
position,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  until  he 
was  appointed  and  confirmed.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  with  headquarters  at 
New  Orleans,  and  served  with  honor  until  August, 
1865,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  one  of  two  who 
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successfully  passed  examination  for  promotion  to 
the  regular  service,  and  was  offered  and  refused  the 
position  of  permanent  Paymaster. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Marion  and  re¬ 
sumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  lie  has  held 
various  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  elected  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  Linn  County,  serving  one  term.  He 
was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  1861,  and  served  one  term.  In  1.863 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1866  was 
re-elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  absence 
in  the  army,  and  which  had  been  illegally  filled.  He 
was  elected  the  last  time  by  a  majority  of  2,000, 
two  towns  casting  a  solid  vote  for  him,  and  he  held 
the  office  of  State  Senator  for  four  years.  In  1868 
he  was  one  of  the  Electors  at  large  for  Iowa  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  canvassed  the  entire  State. 
In  186!)  he  was  appointed  Pension  Agent  to  fill  an 
unexpired  term,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
he  was  appointed  for  a  full  term  of  four  years. 

Maj.  Young  was  married  at  Hopkinton,  this  State, 
Oct.  31,  1855,  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Carter,  daughter 
of  H.  A.  Carter.  Mrs.  Young  was  born  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Oct.  30,  1834,  and  her  parents  were  like¬ 
wise  natives  of  that  State.  Of  the  parental  union 
there  were  six  children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  the  daughter  are  yet  living : 
James  C.  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  the 
efficient  manager  of  the  Northwest  Loan  and  Real- 
Estate  Investment  Company  of  that  city;  Henry 
A.  died  in  childhood,  aged  eleven  months,  and 
Joseph  C.  also  died  at  the  same  age;  John  A.,  Al- 
cinus  and  Lora  J.  are  the  remaining  children. 

The  business  of  the  Loan  and  Real-Estate  In¬ 
vestment  Company,  of  which  Maj.  Young  is  Pres¬ 
ident,  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  business  established  by 
his  son,  J.  C.  Young,  under  the  style  of  J.  C.  Young 
<fc  Co.  The  present  company  was  incorporated  in 
March,  1884,  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  and 
extensive  of  its  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State; 
James  C.  Young  is  the  General  Manager.  Maj. 
Young  is -one  of  the  most  prominent  as  well  as  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Linn 
County.  As  it  is  no  flattery  to  speak  the  truth,  the 
writer  of  this  notice  takes  pleasure 


in 


recording 


the  fact  that  Maj.  Young  stands 


foremost  among 


nil 


of  his  section  of  the  State  : 
and  upright  attorney,  a 
and  a  kind  neighbor  and 


the  many  worthy  men 
as  an  energetic,  able 
courteous  gentleman, 
friend. 
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EZEKIAII  W.  DAVIS,  a  wealthy  and  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  of  Grant  Township,  owns  and 
occupies 


2  W 


a  fine  tract  of  land  of  320  acres  on 

t  i 

section  30.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
township,  coming  here  in  1841,  and  has  been  an  in¬ 
terested  witness  of  the  remarkable  changes  that 


have  taken  place  in  the  prosperous  commonwealth 
of  Iowa  since  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  Could  Mr.  Davis  give  a  full  detail  of  his 
experiences  since  that  early  day,  they  would  indeed 
prove  an  interesting  and  valuable  history. 

Mr.  Davis  came  into  the  Territory  of  Iowa  with 
his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1841.  He  was  born 
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May  6,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  William  B.  and  J 
Margaret  (Smoot)  Davis,  both  natives  of  Virginia. 
William  Davis  was  born  May  30,  1787,  and  depart¬ 
ed  this  life  in  Linn  County,  Feb.  11,  1866.  Mrs. 
Margaret  Davis  was  born  April  7,  1793,  and  died 
Dec.  23,  1851,  also  in  Linn  County.  The  parental 
family  consisted  of  nine  children:  Anne,  Elizabeth, 
Harriet,  Edward,  Marion,  Ariett,  Narcissus,  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Hezekiah. 

{■ 

The  subject  of  our  biography  was  the  youngest 
child  of  his  father’s  family.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  public  schools,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  reached  maturity.  He  was 
married  in  early  life  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Brady,  a 
native  of  Vermilion  County,  Ill.,  the  date  of  their 
union  being  Nov.  4,  1861.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born 
Feb.  27,  1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Lydia  A.  (Cloe)  Brad}’,  natives  of  Indiana  and 
Virginia  respectively.  Her  father  was  born  in 
1810,  and  died  in  1875,  in  this  State.  Mrs.  Lydia 
A.  Brady  was  born  in  1813,  and  is  still  living  in 
Marion  County,  Iowa.  She  became  the  mother  of 
eight  children:  John  P.,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  Nancy 
E.,  Martha,  Wesley,  Stephen  and  Lydia. 

The  family  of  Hezekiah  W.  Davis  includes  eleven 

children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  record  is  as  :  i 

r 

follows:  William  B.  is  the  eldest  son;  Oscar  mar-  i 
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Residence  of  H  .W.  Davis,  Sec.  30.,  GrantTownship. 
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Linn  County ;  the  next  in  order  are  John  T.,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Ella,  Thomas,  Francis,  James,  Margaret,  Mar¬ 
ian  and  Grover. 

In  addition  to  his  ordinary  farm  pursuits,  Mr. 
Davis  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  breeding  of 
high-grade  cattle.  He  occupies  a  comfortable  farm 
dwelling,  and  has  good  barns  and  all  the  necessary 
appliances  for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  a  first-class 
manner.  The  family  are  highly  esteemed  in  their 
community,  and  Mr.  Davis  has  held  various  town¬ 
ship  offices.  In  politics  he  is  an  uncompromising 
Democrat,  and  casts  his  vote  uniformly  in  favor  of 
the  principles  of  that  party.  He  is  considered  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen  in  every  sense  that 
the  term  implies. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Davis’  handsome  residence  ap¬ 
pears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


W?  ERRY  DONOHUE.  Among  the  prosperous 
and  honored  members  of  the  farming  com¬ 
munity  scattered  over  the  fertile  fields  of 
the  Hawkeye  State,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
occupies  a  position  in  the  front  ranks.  His  home¬ 
stead  comprises  a  finely  cultivated  tract  of  land  of 
280  acres,  located  on  section  21,  Clinton  Township. 
It  is  embellished  with  an  attractive  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  outhouses,  and  all  the  appliances  and 
farm  implements  requisite  to  the  carrying  on  of 
agriculture  in  a  proper  and  systematic  manner.  Mr. 
Donohue  came  to  Clinton  Township  in  1 870,  and 
at  once  acquired  possession  of  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  which  he  immediately  began  to 
improve  and  cultivate.  The  original  tract  em¬ 
braced  only  120  acres,  he  having  brought  it  to  its 
present  proportions  by  subsequent  purchases. 

Mr.  Jerry  Donohue  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  that  land  which  has  contributed  to  the  United 
States  a  large  population  of  big-hearted,  generous- 
minded  people.  He  was  born  in  County  Kerry, 
Ireland,  Aug.  15,  1832.  The  name  of  his  father 
was  Michael  Donohue,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  his  son,  and  carried  on  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture  there.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Hanora  Welch,  also  a  native  of 
County  Kerry,  where  she  was  married  to  Michael 
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The  lives  of  the  parents  were  passed  in 


Donohue. 

their  native  countjq  and  there  they  were  finally  laid 
to  rest. 
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The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  second  child 
of  a  family  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters.  He 
and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Bridget  Lyons,  are  the  only  sur¬ 
viving  children  of  the  family.  Mrs.  Lyons  resides 
in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Donohue  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  to  j^ears 
of  manhood.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  well-in¬ 
formed  young  man,  and  was  deeply  interested  in 
the  reports  that  reached  him  from  America,  where, 
he  found,  there  would  be  better  opportunities  to 
improve  his  condition  than  were  afforded  him  in 
his  native  Isle.  Accordingly,  with  the  courage  of 
youth  and  with  high  hopes,  he  set  out  for  the  United 
States,  and  landed  in  New  York  City,  Oct.  27,  1854. 

He  sought  the  rural  districts,  and  became  employed 
as  a  laborer  on  a  farm,  following  this  occupation  in 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  Counties  for  three  years,  and 
then  proceeded  westward  toward  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Before  he  made  this  venture,  however,  he  thought 
best  to  fortif}"  himself  with  a  friend  and  counselor 
upon  whom  he  could  rely.  He  therefore  proffered 
his  hand  and  future  fortune  to  a  young  lady  by 
the  name  of  Miss  Anne  Waters,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  Dec.  24,  1857,  the  Christmas  Day 
following  proving  a  merry  and  hopeful  one  for 
both  of  them. 

Mrs.  Anne  Donohue  is  a  native  of  Roscommon 
County,  Ireland,  and  was  born  May  18,  1834.  Her 
parents  were  James  and  Bridget  (Deignan)  Waters, 
who  passed  their  lives  and  finally  died  in  their  na¬ 
tive  land.  Mrs.  Donohue  remained  with  her  par¬ 
ents  until  two  years  old,  when  she  became  a  member 
of  the  family  of  her  Grandmother  Deignan,  and 
remained  with  them  until  she  was  fourteen  years 
old,  then  lived  at  home  until  1854,  when  she  emi¬ 
grated  to  America.  Nine  children  have  been  born 
of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donohue,  but  they 
have  been  bereft  of  most  of  these ;  five  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  and  one  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The 
living  are:  Edward,  who  resides  at  home;  Ellen 
became  the  wife  of  R.  J.  Foley,  a  mason  and  brick¬ 
layer;  they  reside  in  Cedar  Rapids;  John  is  an  in¬ 
mate  of  his  father’s  family. 

Mr.  Donohue  came  to  Iowa  City  in  the  spring 
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of  1858,  and  with  his  wife  remained  there  for  some 
time;  thence,  lie  went  to  Cedar  Rapids  City,  and 
remained  there  nearly  three  years,  when  he  went  to 
Benton  County,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  North¬ 
western  Railroad  Company,  and  while  working  for 
the  company  bought  raw  prairie  and  improved  a 
farm,  planting  two  crops;  then  sold  out  the  place, 
and  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  purchased  a 
hotel  building,  which  he  operated  as  “mine  host” 
one  year,  then  went  back  to  the  railroad,  and  board¬ 
ed  hands  on  the  grade  of  the  Burlington  Road. 
On  the  completion  of  the  road  he  became  section 
foreman  on  the  first  section  above  town.  He  finally 
M  abandoned  all  his  former  wanderings  and  settled 
upon  the  farm.  There  he  seems  to  have 
found  his  true  calling,  and  has  been  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  agriculture  and  stock-raising  ever  since, 
in  which  he  has  been  remarkably  successful. 

The  family  are  earnest  and  sincere  adherents  of 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  Mr.  Donohue  has  filled  the 
minor  offices  of  the  township  with  credit  to  him¬ 
self,  and  satisfaction  to  his  townsmen.  He  is  a 
conscientious  Republican,  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  uphold  the  principles  of  that  party,  which  he 
believes  is  the  best  that  exists,  either  in  this  or  any 
other  country. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
commodious  barns,  out-buildings  and  farm  of  Mr. 
Donohue  is  shown  on  another  page. 
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I L  LI  A  M  STEWART.  As  a  representative 
of  the  grand,  heroic  and  brave-hearted  men 
who  came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day, 
and  who  have  witnessed  its  development,  endur¬ 
ing  toil  and  hardships  without  complaint,  and,  suc- 
eeding,  are  enabled  to  pass  the  sunset  of  life  in 
>eace  and  quiet,  enjoying  the  accumulations  of  a 
aborious  and  honorable  past,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  notice,  and  who  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  Feb.  2,  1820,  his  par- 


enty  being  George  and  Jane  (Nelson)  Stewart,  na¬ 
tives  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  Armagh, 

From  best 


County  Armagh,  Ireland,  respectively. 


authenticated  accounts,  Jane  (Nelson)  Stewart  was 
descended  from  Scotch  parents.  George  Stewart 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm  in  his  native  land,  and 


prenticeship  and  mastering  the  trade,  he  worked 


burgh  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  to  Muscatine,  Iowa, 


arriving  there  in  June,  1846.  There  he  went  to 
work  in  a  blacksmith  shop  for  Joseph  Crane,  at 
$14.50  per  month,  and  remained  with  him  until  the 
following  year. 

In  1847  Mr.  Stewart  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  this 
county,  and  engaged  in  working  at  his  trade,  re¬ 


ceiving  for  his  services  $20  per  month.  He  worked 


as  an  employe  until  1848,  when,  having  accumu¬ 
lated  the  sum  of  $225,  he  opened  up  business  for 
himself,  starting  a  blacksmith-shop  on  North  First 
street,  and  renting  until  1851.  During  this  year 
he  erected  a  shop  of  his  own,  and  continued  work¬ 
ing  at  his  trade  until  1869,  when  he  retired  from 
active  labor.  In  1872  he  purchased  a  farm  of  410 
acres  joining  the  city  limits.  While  engaged  in  the 
blacksmith  business,  he  employed  on  an  average 
some  six  men,  and  also  carried  on  a  wood  shop  in 
connection  with  his  blacksmithing,  and  manufact¬ 
ured  plows.  The  first  plow  he  ever  had  anything 
to  do  with  was  one  which  he  purchased  from  John 
Deer,  of  Moline,  Ill.  This  he  took  to  pieces,  and, 
straightening  every  piece  of  iron  connected  with  it, 
used  it  for  patterns,  and  afterward  made  the  same 
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continued  in  that  vocation  through  life.  On  at-  £ 


tabling  the  age  of  majority,  he  purchased  125  acres, 
and  continued  to  work  the  land  until  his  death  in 
1860;  his  wife  died  in  1878.  Of  their  nine  chil¬ 
dren  six  are  yet  living — Mary,  now  Mrs.  Roberts, 
a  resident  of  Fredonia,  Pa. ;  Robert  and  Samuel, 
both  living  at  North  Liberty,  Pa.;  Benjamin,  re¬ 
siding  at  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Bell,  liv¬ 
ing  at  Fredonia,  Pa.,  and  William,  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  lived  with 
the  old  folk  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  He 
received  a  limited  common-school  education,  and 
on  leaving  the  old  homestead,  apprenticed  himself 
to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  working  at  the  same 
for  two  years,  and  receiving  $2.50  a  month  for  the 
first  and  $4  per  month  for  the  second  year  as  re¬ 
muneration  for  his  services.  After  serving  his  ap¬ 
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his  passage  on  the  deck  of  a  steamer  from  Pitts-  E 
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J  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


He  is  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
1-fj  zens  of  the  thriving  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  where 
w  '  he  is  passing  his  latter  years  in  rest  from  his  labors. 


plow,  continuing  to  manufacture  it  until  he  retired 
li  e  from  business.  Mr.  Stewart  was  a  member  of  the 
i  :  City  Council  of  Cedar  Rapids  for  eight  years.  His 
residence  is  on  Third  street,  corner  of  Eighth 
i  :  avenue. 

i|c 

William  Stewart  was  married,  Oct.  24,  1850,  to 
j[|j  Miss  Eliza  M.  Lucore,  daughter  of  Warren  and 
jig  Mary  (Wright)  Lucore,  natives  of  McKean  County, 
Jig  Pa.  Her  father  came  to  Marion  in  1844,  and  was 
|lj  a  stonemason  by  trade.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stewart  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  George  W. 
married  Alice  Salyers,  and  they  are  living  in  this 
county,  and  have  two  sons,  William  and  George; 
John  E.  is  living  in  Oregon;  E.  Belle  is  a  graduate 
of  Coe  College,  and  at  present  a  member  of  its 
jj  faculty ;  Miss  Belle  is  living  with  the  old  folk. 
:  Robert  W.  is  also  a  graduate  of  Coe  College,  and 
at  present  is  a  student  in  the  law  department  at 
Yale.  Mr.  Stewart  is  a  Prohibitionist.  Since  his 
retirement  from  active  business  life,  he  has  devoted 
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1 1  much  time  and  money  to  the  temperance  cause  in 
The  statutory  prohibition  of  Iowa  is 
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the  State. 

due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  earnest  and  untiring- 
effort.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  of  in¬ 
domitable  will,  and  is  not  easily  intimidated — char¬ 
acteristics  which  have  enabled  him  to  stand  firm  in 
the  face  of  all  threats  and  opposition.  In  religion, 
he,  his  wife,  daughter,  E.  Belle,  and  son,  Robert 
|  W.,  are  members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church 

P  i  ’ .. . I . . . .  , )  _  '  n  it  .  ■  a  .  i  rt 


HOMAS  KIRK  is  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Linn  County,  and  a  pioneer  of 
Otter  Creek  Township,  where  he  resides  on 
h  section  5.  He  is  a  native  of  England,  and  was  born 
1  jj  in  Northamptonshire,  near  Stony  Stratford,  Nov. 
23,  1832.  He  recollects  the  time  when  Queen  Vic¬ 
toria  was  crowned,  although  he  never  saw  her.  His 
|  parents  emigrated  to  America  in  1851,  landing  at 
New  York  City,  and,  proceeding  to  Chicago,  passed 
through  Rockford,  Ill.,  near  which  city  they  re¬ 
mained  for  about  fifteen  years.  Our  subject  re¬ 
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ceived  a  limited  common-school  education,  but 
under  the  influence  of  his  excellent  parents  made  I 
the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  was  of  an  ad¬ 
venturous  turn  of  mind,  and  finally  determined  to 
proceed  further  west  and  seek  his  fortune,  and  the 
year  1865  found  him  located  in  the  Hawkeye  State, 
where  he  established  a  home. 

The  marriage  of  Thomas  Kirk  with  Miss  Mary 
Anderson  occurred  in  1854.  She  was  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  he  enjoyed  her  companionship  for  the 
space  of  over  seventeen  years,  when  she  departed 
this  life,  in  1872.  She  had  become  the  mother  of 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  one 
deceased.  They  were  named  John,  Samuel,  Frank, 
Jane,  Frederick  and  Edwin.  In  1873  Mr.  Kirk 
took  unto  himself  a  second  partner  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Alice  L.  Cushman.  She  was  born  in  Iowa, 
Nov.  2,  1855,'  and  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Kirk  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  five  children,  viz. :  William, 
Rosa,  Thomas,  George  and  Lillie.  The  daughter, 
Sarah  Jane,  was  born  Aug.  15,  1859,  and  married 
to  Byron  Cushman  on  the  5th  of  March,  1877.  She 
professed  religion  at  the  same  time  as  her  father, 
and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life,  dying  in  the 
fullness  of  the  faith,  March  7,  1882.  Her  husband, 
Byron  Cushman,  is  also  a  member  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Kirk  owns  a  fine  farm  of  440  acres,  well  im¬ 
proved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  carrying  on  of  agriculture  he  is  turn¬ 
ing  his  attention  largely  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
stock.  He  occupies  a  handsome  dwelling,  and  his 
barns  and  out-buildings  are  of  the  best  description. 
The  homestead  is  a  comfortable  one  in  every  re¬ 
spect,  and  an  ornament  to  the  township. 

Mr.  Kirk  is  greatly  interested  in  religious  mat¬ 
ters,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  Exhorter  for 
several  years.  He  is  also  Steward  and  Trustee,  and 
devotes  much  time  to  looking  after  the  interests  of 
the  church  property  and  the  building  up  of  the 
society.  He  has  contributed  large  sums  of  money 
for  the  spread  of  the  gospel — indeed,  he  estimates 
that  in  later  years  he  has  contributed  one-tenth  of 
his  income  to  this  purpose.  It  is  possible  that  this 
has  been  a  matter  of  conscience  to  him,  as  he  states 
with  regret  that  in  his  early  life  he  participated  in 
the  sport  of  horse-racing  and  gambling.  He  also 


■fr 

Bin 


:riu 


jPggggjg 

Ms! 


HE 


luiuimiiiuiuuiiij 


m 


(IllUUIUltllillUlillllll 

nrirmim  rninii  nflinn 


iiiiinniiiiiiiniiiiiiiniti 

iinimmirifiTifimnfiitr 


8?0 


LINN  COUNTY. 


became  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco,  which  habit 
he  has  now  abandoned,  and  he  considers  that  in 
consequence  of  dropping  his  former  habits  he  is 
enabled  to  set  before  the  young  an  example  more 
worthy  of  their  imitation. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Ivirk,  to  whom  he  was  greatly 
attached,  have  gone  to  their  long  home,  both  de¬ 
parting  this  life  near  Rockford,  Ill.  Ilis  oldest 


brother,  John,  was  accidentally  killed  while  engaged 
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in  building  up  the  wall  of  a  well,  the  dirt  bucket 
becoming  detached  from  its  fastenings  and  drop¬ 
ping  upon  his  head. 

Mr.  Kirk  is  considered  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  his  comm  unit}7,  and  is  conscientiously  fulfilling 
all  the  duties  of  a  kind  neighbor ;  he  is  a  man  whose 
influence  must  necessarily  be  felt  by  large  num¬ 


bers.  He  is,  in  every  respect,  a  good  man,  whose 


place,  when  he  is  gone,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  K.’s  residence  can  be 
seen  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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^ERAII  S.  BROKAW,  Postmaster  of  Mt.  Ver¬ 


non  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  born  Dec.  17, 
1841.  His  father,  John  Brokaw,  was  of  the  same 
county.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  or  twelve 


MU  children,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 


I- 


and  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Scott,  a  native  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  He  remained  in  Ohio  until  1863,  then  disposed 
of  his  property  and  set  his  face  westward.  He 


crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  came  into  Jones 


1 


County,  this  State,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Green¬ 
field  Township,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
thence  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon,  and  retired  from 
the  active  duties  of  life.  The  family  circle  includ¬ 
ed  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  the 


youngest  member  of  the  family  being  thirty-six 


years  old. 

Terah  S.  Brokaw  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  house¬ 


hold.  He  passed  his  earlier  years  in  the  manner 


common  to  most  farmer’s  boys,  engaged  in  the 


lighter  pursuits  around  his  home,  and  attended  the 
public  schools  in  the  winter  season.  He  came  to 
this  county  with  his  parents,  and  was  engaged  with 


them  in  farming  until  186.5. 


He  then  removed  to 
Mt.  Vernon,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  place  for  the  last  eighteen 
years.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  popular 
citizens  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  townsmen.  He  is  Democratic  in 
politics,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  Franklin  Lodge 
No.  98,  K.  of  P.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in 
1885. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Brokaw  and  Miss  Helen 
Holroyd  was  celebrated  Dec.  17,  1873.  Mrs.  Bro¬ 
kaw  is  a  native  of  Bureau  County,  Ill.,  and  by  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  lias  become  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Lee  M.  and  Homer  Chase.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 


until  the  following  April,  when  he  started  West. 


OHN  MITCHELL,  Sr.,  attorney  at  law,  Ma¬ 
rion,  and  a  pioneer  of  1853,  of  this  city,  is  a  : 
native  of  Ireland,  and  of  Scotch  parentage. 
He  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  the  North 
of  Ireland,  Sept.  7,  1833.  His  parents,  John  and  § 
Ellen  (McNeill)  Mitchell,  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  soon  after  the  birth  of  their  son,  our  subject,  « 
they  returned  to  their  native  country.  The  father 
died  Jan.  5,  1873;  the  mother  still  survives  and  is 

w 

a  resident  of  Marion. 

m 

John  Mitchell  was  reared  near  Paisley,  Scotland, 
and  was  educated  at  the  Paisley  Grammar  School,  • 
where  he  took  a  classical  course  and  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1851.  He  emigrated  to  America  the 
following  year,  landing  in  New  York  July  9,  1852, 
and  obtained  employment  as  clerk  in  a  wholesale 
dry-goods  house  in  Philadelphia,  remaining  there 


The  route  was  by  steamer  from  Pittsburgh  to  Cairo, 
and  thence  by  boat  to  Muscatine,  then  taking  the 
stage  to  Marion,  he  reached  that  place  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1853. 

At  Marion,  Mr.  Mitchell  began  the  study  of  law 
with  the  late  Judge  N.  W  Isbell,  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March, 
1857.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  appointed 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  he  held  this  posi¬ 
tion  for  several  years.  This  not  only  afforded  him 
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an  income  while  he  was  pursuing  his  studies,  but 
familiarized  him  with  legal  forms  and  practical 
points  in  his  profession.  He  associated  himself 
with  Judge  William  Smyth,  of  Marion,  and  they 
operated  in  partnership  for  one  year.  He  was  also 
connected  with  Judge  Daniel  Lothian  in  a  compila¬ 
tion  of  the  second  complete  set  of  abstracts  for 
Linn  County;  his  connection  with  Judge  Lothian 
continued  from  1867  to  1873. 

John  Mitchell  and  Miss  Eliza  J.  Davis  were  united 
in  marriage  at  Marion,  May  23,  1855.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  P.  and  Elizabeth  (Berry)  Davis, 
and  was  born  in  Indiana,  March  4,  1835.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Mitchell  she  became  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  of  whom 
the  latter  only  is  living.  The  eldest,  Catharine 
May,  was  born  May  10,  1857,  and  died  Sept.  27, 
1858;  the  second  daughter,  Eliza,  was  born  Aug. 
22,  1859,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1865;  John  Mitchell, 
Jr.,  was  born  at  Marion,  July  2,  1864.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  Law  School  of  the  class 
of  June,  1886. 

Mr.  Mitchell  has  been  a  resident  of  Marion  for  a 
third  of  a  century,  during  which  time  he  has,  b}r 
his  upright  life  and  genial  manners,  won  hosts  of 
friends.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  son  appointed  to 
a  responsible  position  under  the  Government  with¬ 
out  the  place  having  been  solicited  by  himself  or 
friends. 


THOMAS  E.  OXLEY  is  one  of  the  early  pio¬ 
neers  of  Linn  County,  and  now  resides  on 
section  10,  Washington  Township.  He  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  having  been  born  in  Montgom¬ 
ery  County,  that  State,  Dec.  8,  1837.  In  the  fall 
of  1840,  while  yet  a  child  of  three  years,  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  they  located 
near  Marion,  the  county  seat  of  Linn  County. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Oxley  were  William  and  Mary 
A.  (Gray)  Oxley,  both  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 
father  was  born  in  1809,  and  is  still  living.  Mrs. 
Oxley  was  the  junior  of  her  husband  by  five  years, 
having  been  born  in  1814;  she  departed  this  life 
in  1845,  in  Linn  County.  This  worthy  couple 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  who  were  named, 
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Thomas  E.,  Alvin,  Albert,  Margaret,  and  an  infant 
which  died  before  it  was  named. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Oxley  with  Miss 
Amanda  Webb  was  celebrated  Feb.  14,  1862.  Mrs. 
Oxley  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Webb,  natives  of  Kentuckj7.  She  was  born  July  5, 
1842,  and  was  one  of  twelve  children  born  to  her 
parents,  all  of  whom,  save  one,  are  still  living.  By 
her  union  with  Mr.  Oxley  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  to  whom  they  have  given 
names  as  follows:  Milas  A.,  Thomas  H.,  Earnest 
E.,  Junia  Mertie  (who  died  in  infancy),  Webb, 
Perley,  John  C.  and  Laura. 

Mr.  Oxley  is  the  possessor  of  200  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  farming  land,  besides  seventeen  and  one- 
half  acres  of  timber;  it  is  embellished  with  a  fine 
dwelling  and  necessary  out-buildings,  and  all  the 
appliances  for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  the  most 
modern  and  improved  stjde.  He  is  also  interested 
in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he 
exhibits  some  of  the  best  grades  to  be  found  in  the 
country.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
Mr.  Oxley  at  once  set  about  what  he  considered  his 
duty  as  a  patriot,  and  enlisted  in  the  4th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  in  which  he  did  brave  and  efficient  service. 
He  escaped  without  a  wound,  but  the  privations 
and  hardships  which  he  endured  on  the  march  and 
in  camp,  in  the  midst  of  malaria,  impaired  his 
health  to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been  a  sufferer 
ever  since.  He  was  in  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman 
during  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  en¬ 
gaged  with  his  regiment  in  their  different  battles 
and  skirmishes,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  being  mustered  out  June 
10,  1865. 

Mr.  Oxley  cheerfully  performs  all  the  duties  of 
a  good  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  community.  He  strictly  believes  in  the 
education  of  the  young,  and,  without  compensa¬ 
tion,  gives  his  time  to  the  duties  of  School  Director, 
and  in  other  ways  renders  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power  to  encourage  educational  matters.  He  has 
acted  as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  and  receives 
the  endorsement  of  his  community  as  a  man  whose 
judgment  it  is  safe  to  seek  and  abide  by.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  other  pursuits,  he  has  been  occupied 
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in  running  a  threshing-machine,  and  during  a 
period  of  nine  years  has  prosecuted  this  success¬ 
fully,  never  having  met  with  any  serious  accidents, 
a  circumstance  quite  remarkable  in  these  days  of 
boiler  explosions,  and  other  accidents  incident  to 
the  use  of  complicated  machinery.  In  politics  Mr. 
Oxley  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 


— i,' — 


ENRYG.  PORTER,  of  the  firm  of  Porter  & 
Clark,  hardware  dealers  in  Central  City,  is 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, '  and  was 
born  Feb.  28,  1844.  Ilis  father,  John  Porter, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  shire  as  his  son,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character  and  high  ambitions,  and  not  be¬ 
ing  satisfied  with  the  position  he  had  attained  in  his 
native  country,  he  resolvedjAo  emigrate  to  the 
United  States.  Accordingly,  in  1844,  he  set  sail 
from  his  native  shores,  reaching  the  New  World  in 
July  of  that  year,  and  located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  thirteen  years,  lie  then  re¬ 
solved  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  and  establish  a  home 
in  the  Far  West.  The  country  was  comparatively 
unsettled,  but  he  felt  fully  equal  to  the  task  of  as¬ 
suming  the  duties  and  the  labors  of  a  pioner  set¬ 
tler.  After  coming  into  the  Territory  he  located 
in  Delaware  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Union 
Township.  There  was  much  labor  to  be  performed 
in  bringing  the  land  to  a  state  of  successful  cultiva¬ 
tion,  but  he  set  about  it  with  courage  and  hope, 
and  was  rewarded  with  success.  lie  established  a 
comfortable  homestead  and  remained  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1882.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  land  to  Miss  Frances  Ascaugh, 
a  native  of  the  same  shire  as  her  husband.  She 
cheerfully  shared  in  the  projects  of  her  husband, 
came  with  him  on  his  long  voyage  across  the  At¬ 
lantic,  endured  with  him  the  vicissitudes  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  settler,  and  is  patiently  waiting  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  she  shall  join  him  in  the  land  be¬ 
yond.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
and  were  visited  by  deep  affliction  in  the  loss  of 
three.  The  survivors  are :  Henry  G. ;  Thomas ; 
William ;  Mary  J.,  now  Mrs.  T.  G.  Wetherbee,  liv¬ 
ing  in  Buffalo,  Mo.;  J.  Fletcher  and  Eddie  A. 


=» 


Henry  G.  Porter,  the  eldest  of  the  children,  was; 
an  infant  of  a  few  months  old  when  his  parents  set- 
out  on  their  long  voyage  to  the  New  World,  and : 
remained  with  them  until  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 


was  a  studious  and  ambitious  boy, 


availing 


him-  5 


scjf  in  early  years  of  the  instruction  to  be  obtained  !j' 
in  the  common  schools,  and  completed  his  studies  a 
at  the  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  at  Hopkinton,  a 
Iowa.  He  had  hardly  formed  his  plans  for  his  fu- E 
ture  when  an  endangered  Union  called  for  volun-3  ' 

HP 

teers,  and  he  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  21st  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  3 
March  19,  1863,  and  with  his  regiment  participated E  j 
in  all  the  various  battles  and  skirmishes  which  it: 
encountered  for  the  space  of  nearly  three  years. E 
He  was  in  the  engagements  at  Spanish  Fort  and 
Ft.  Blakely,  and  courageously  and  patiently  endured 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  a  soldier’s  life,  re¬ 
ceiving  an  honorable  discharge  Sept.  15,  1865,  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Porter,  after  he  had  been  transformed  from  2 
a  soldier  to  a  civilian,  resumed  his  studies  at  Hop-  3 
kinton.  Iowa,  and  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  Delaware  » 
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County,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  the  space  | 
of  three  years.  He  had  been  economical  and 
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cumulated  some  means,  and  now  purchased  a  farm 


in  Milo  Township,  Delaware  County,  and  engaged  E 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1879.  His  health 
then  became  impaired,  and  he  took  a  contract  to  E 
carry  mail  from  Marion  to  Manchester,  being  thus  E 
occupied  for  four  years.  I11  1883  he  formed  a  part-  3 
nership  with  G.  L.  Sawyer,  and  engaged  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  business.  The  partnership  of  Porter  &  Moles  E 
was  formed  in  September,  1885,  and  continued  until 

fs 

Nov.  15,  1886,  when  the  present  partnership  was  3 
formed.  The  firm  have  a  tinshop  in  connection  with 
their  hardware  store,  and  also  deal  extensively  in 
pumps,  engines  and  farming  implements.  Mr.  Porter  E 
is  an  enterprising  and  wide-awake  man,  and  very  few  : 
new  things  in  his  line  come  into  market  without  his 
notice.  Consequently  the  stock  of  the  firm  em 
braces  a  large  assortment  of  everything  pertaining 
to  their  branch  of  business. 

The  marriage  of  Henry  G.  Porter  and  Miss  Han¬ 
nah  Olmsted  was  celebrated  Oct.  10,  1866.  Mrs. 
Porter  is  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y., 
and  daughter  of  Rev.  Elijah  and  Mary  Olmsted. 


By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the;  J 
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mother  of  three  children — Effie  M.,  Bertha  E.  and 
Franconia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute  cheerfully 
and  liberally.  In  politics  Mr.  Porter  is  strongly 
Republican,  and  endorses  the  views  of  his  party 
conscientiously,  believing  that  they  are  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  constitute  the  well-being  and  safety  of 
the  country.  He  is  a  man  of  weight  in  his  commu¬ 
nity,  and  his  opinions  are  sought  and  valued  as 
those  of  a  man  of  deliberate  and  temperate  judg¬ 
ment  and  intelligent  thought. 

e HESTER  L.  POWELL  is  a  leading  farmer 
of  Spring  Grove  Township,  engaged  suc¬ 
cessfully  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  section 
16.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Linn  County  April  9,  1845,  his  parents  be¬ 
ing  Harvey  L.  and  Eveline  (Clarke)  Powell,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky  and  New  York  respectively. 
Harvey  L.  Powell  was  born  March  25,  1812,  and  is 
still  living  at  a  good  old  age,  having  spent  an  in¬ 
dustrious  and  useful  life,  employed  in  the  joint  oc¬ 
cupation  of  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  for  about  eighteen  years,  and  was  an 
expert  and  skilled  artisan.  About  the  year  1875 
he  abandoned  blacksmithing,  and  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  wholly  to  farming.  This  worthy  old  gentle¬ 
man  was  a  stanch  Republican  all  his  life  until  the 
year  1885,  when  he  became  an  anti-Prohibitionist. 
The  companion  of  his  youth  still  remains  at  his 
side.  She  was  born  in  1822,  and  has  been  the 
mother  of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 
as  follows :  Orlando  died  at  the  age  of  two  years 
in  Dubuque;  Chester  L.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  the  second  sou  and  child ;  then  came  Herbert 
W.,  Lloyd,  DeWitt,  Anne,  Zenno,  Mary  and  Leroy, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Melissa  also 
died  when  a  babe;  Francilia  was  married,  and 
came  to  her  death  by  being  burned  with  her  child, 
a  young  boy,  at  the  time  her  dwelling  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire;  Marsey  was  married  to  William 
Webb,  who  is  now  deceased;  the  succeeding  ones 
were  Laura  J.,  George  and  Alvah. 

Chester  L.  Powell  remained  with  his  parents  un¬ 


til  he  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  receiving  a 
fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  being 
trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  economy  by  hist: 
excellent  parents.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Emma 
F.  Michael,  Feb.  25,  1868.  Mrs.  Powell  was  born 
Feb.  26,  1851,  in  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
F.  and  Catharine  (Grubb)  Michael,  natives  of  New  J 
York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  Mr.  Michael 
was  born  on  Independence  Day  in  1800,  and  is  still  |j  ijj 
living,  making  his  home  with  our  subject.  The 
mother,  born  in  1807,  died  in  Ohio  in  1859.  Their 
family  consisted  of  nine  children — John,  Adeline, 
Elizabeth,  Susan,  Joseph  (deceased),  William  and 
Martha;  the  next  child  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
youngest  was  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Powell.  Of  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  six 
children,  viz.,  Catharine  E.,  Gertrude  M.,  William 
L.,  Allie,  Jennie  and  Georgia. 

Chester  L.  Powell  commenced  life  at  the  foot  of 
the  ladder.  No  legacy  had  fallen  to  him,  and  his 
only  hope  in  life  was  his  strong  hands  and  an 
abundant  portion  of  industry  and  resolution.  He 
spent  no  time  in  mourning  over  his  lot,  but  as  soon 
as  he  left  the  parental  roof  courageously  set  him¬ 
self  to  work  to  carve  out  his  fortune.  He  did  not 
spend  any  precious  time  in  waiting  for  something 
great  to  overtake  him,  but  set  himself  to  work  at 
whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do.  He  com- 
menced-as  a  farm  laborer,  working  early  and  late, 
saved  his  money,  lived  economically,  and  soon 
found  himself  the  possessor  of  sufficient  means  to 
become  a  limited  land-holder.  He  purchased  as 
his  means  justified,  and  succeeded  in  all  his  under¬ 
takings.  From  an  humble  beginning’  he  has  now 


humble  beginning  he 
become  one  of  the  first  landed  proprietors  of  Linn 
County,  possessing  a  fine  farm  of  208  acres,  all 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  fine 


dwelling,  good  barns  and  outhouses,  and  all  the 
implements  and  farm  machinery  necessary  for  the 
carrying  on  of  agriculture  in  the  most  approved 
modern  stjde. 

Although  the  advantages  of  Mr.  Powell,  when  a  ; 
young  man,  were  greatly  limited,  he  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  and  is  possessed  of  more  thaii  -2M 
an  ordinary  share  of  solid  information.  He  is  fond 
of  reading,  and  has  quite  an  extensive  library.  He 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters,  and 
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encourages  by  his  influence  and  means  everything 
tending  toward  the  advancement  and  progress  of 
his  county  and  community.  He  and  his  wife,  with 
two  of  t heir  children,  are  members  and  regular  at¬ 
tendants  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  for  eighteen  years. 
He  has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Bible  classes  of  the 
Sunday-school,  taking  great  interest  in  church  mat¬ 
ters,  and  contributing  cheerfully  and  generously 
to  the  support  of  the  Gospel. 

Beside  the  ordinary  business  of  the  farm  Mr. 
Powell  is  largely  interested  in  the  breeding,  pur¬ 
chase  and  selling  of  fine  stock,  dealing  in  horses, 
cattle,  and  Poland -China  hogs.  Of  the  cattle  his 
herd  comprises  forty-five  head,  and  he  has  a  stud 
of  twelve  horses  and  five  colts,  and  exhibits  some 
of  the  finest  stock  to  be  found  in  the  Ilawkeye 
State.  He  is  also  carrying  on  a  profitable  dairy 
business,  milking  about  twenty  cows.  The  home¬ 
stead  of  Mr.  Powell  forms  one  of  the  prettiest 
spots  in  the  landscape  of  Linn  County.  He  is  a 
thorough  business  man,  honorable  and  upright  in 
his  transactions,  and  one  of  the  representative  men 
in  this  section  of  the  State. 


31 


THO  S.  BOWLING,  now  deceased,  and 
whose  portrait  we  give  in  connection  with 
this  sketch,  was  greatly  lamented  by  all  who 
had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  was  a  good  man  in  every  sense  that  the  word 
implies,  and  his  loss  was  greatly  felt  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  which  he  became  a  member  early  in  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  what  was  then  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 
It  will  perhaps  be  remembered  that  he  came  to  this 
vicinity  in  company  with  Robert  Ellis,  a  sketch  of 
whom  is  given  in  another  part  of  this  work.  The 
two  men  whose  friendship  was  thus  formed  early  in 
life,  continued  to  regard  each  other  with  the  affec¬ 
tion  of  brothers  during  their  lifetime. 

Mr.  Bowling  came  to  Linn  County  in  the  year 


I 


1838.  The  wild  country  was  dotted  here  and  there 
by  a  lonely  cabin,  and  Indians  and  wild  beasts  were 
often  the  only  moving  things  that  greeted  the  eyes 
of  the  settler  as  he  stood  in  his  cabin  door,  and, 
perhaps,  for  a  moment,  cast  a  longing  eye.  toward 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  the 


early  pioneer  seldom  allowed  himself  to  give  way 
to  home-sickness,  for  if  such  had  been  the  case,  we  : 
would  not  now  behold  such  results  as  they  have  ac-  ' 
complished  in  the  cultivation  of  land  and  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  settlements.  When  Mr.  Bowling  and  his 
companion  came  into  the  Territory  there  was  not 
even  a  Government  land-office  established  in  their 
vicinity,  and  it  was  some  time  before  they  could 
obtain  an  undisputed  title  to  their  possessions.  They 
finally  succeeded,  however,  in  establishing  them¬ 
selves  firmly  upon  their  claims,  and  set  to  work 
with  undaunted  resolution  to  build  for  themselves 
a  home,  having  high  hopes  of  the  future  of  the 
country,  very  many  personal  anticipations  of  what 
the  near  future  might  bring  them,  and  the  home 
ties  that  they  no  doubt  expected  would  in  time  be 
formed  around  them.  In  the  course  of  time  Mr. 
Bowling  became  possessed  of  several  hundred  acres; 
a  part  of  his  original  purchase  now  constitutes  the 
southern  portion  of  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Previous  to  coming  into  Iowa  Mr.  Bowling  had 


3 

M 

3 11 


spent  some  time  in  Michigan 

Otho  8.  Bowling  was  born  in  Westmoreland  : 
County,  Pa.,  Nov.  26,  1812.  The  name  of  his 
father  was  Adam  Bowling,  who  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation  and  a  gentleman  of  W elsh  ancestry.  The 
father  of  Adam  Bowling  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  Wales  when  a  child,  and  with  his  parents  set¬ 
tled  in  Westmoreland  County,  they  having  been 
among  the  first  settlers  of  the  Keystone  State. 
After  their  emigration  the  history  of  the  family 
was  similar  to  that  of  the  other  pioneers  who  passed 
over  the  bounds  of  civilization  and  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  struggles,  hardships  and  privations  in¬ 
cident  to  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  Adam  Bowling  was 
reared  and  married  in  Westmoreland  County,  and 
.there  his  life  terminated.  His  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  a  Pennsylvania  lady,  and  died  in 
her  early  years,  when  her  son  Otho  was  a  child  of 
three  years. 

In  early  youth  Mr.  Bowling  left  his  native  State 
for  Michigan,  where  he  had  friends  residing.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  affections,  and  the  ties  of  home 
and  friendship  were  not  easily  broken,  llis  natural 
inclinations  led  him  to  do  good,  as  he  had  opportu¬ 
nity,  all  his  life.  His  home  was  his  castle,  and  he 
contentedly  remained  there  each  evening  after  the 
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labors  of  the  day,  improving  his  mind  with  such 
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hands  upon, 
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strengthening  the  ties  which  he  gradually  formed 
as  the  country  grew  up  around  him.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Adeline  Frazee,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1849,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  parents 
near  Cedar  Rapids,  by  Rev.  Swayenger.  This  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Nancy  (Clapsaddle) 
Frazee,  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  Her 
•parents  were  of  French  and  German  extraction,  re¬ 
spectively,  with  just  enough  Scottish  admixture  to 
make  the  combination  complete.  They  were  ex¬ 
cellent  citizens,  of  high  moral  principles,  and  their 
honored  names  are  remembered  by  large  communi¬ 
ties,  and  over  an  extensive  tract  of  country.  The 
grandparents  were  married  in  their  native  country, 
and  the  father  acquired  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  at  which  he  became  an  expert  workman,  and 
in  his  latter  years,  was  extensively  engaged  as  a 
contractor  for  many  important  buildings. 

In  the  year  1848,  Aaron  Frazee  with  his  family, 
consisting  of  ten  children,  of  which  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Bowling  of  this  notice  was  the  eldest,  came  into 
Iowa  and  located  just  outside  the  city  limits  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids.  He  continued  his  former  occupation 
for  some  time,  when,  on  account  of  failing  eye¬ 
sight,  he  was  forced  to  abandon  this  and  purchased 
a  small  farm,  the  labors  of  which  he  was  enabled  to 
direct,  and  there  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  many  years,  her 
decease  taking  place  April  10,  1886,  when  she  was 
seventy-four  years  old.  Mrs.  Bowling  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  she  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  she  became  the  wife  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  She  is  the  mother 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
W.  O.  Barber,  resides  on  Sixth  avenue,  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  City;  Mr.  Barber  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  wag¬ 
ons  and  carriages.  Dillie  is  the  wife  of  W.  G. 
Mallory;  they  are  also  prominent  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Silas  W.  remains  on  the 
homestead,  and  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  duties 
of  the  farm;  he  is  a  promising  young  man,  and 
bids  fair  to  follow'  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
sire.  Ira  L.  is  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Carrie 
E.  Crabill;  Mr.  B.  is  a  dealer  in  real  estate,  and 


they  are  residents  of  Cedar  Rapids;  the  remaining 
son,  D.  D.,  is  the  youngest,  and  remains  with  his 
mother,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm :  he  also 
is  a  promising  lad,  a  dutiful  son  and  a  comfort  to 
his  mother. 

A  part  of  the  original  homestead  has  been  laid 
out  in  city  lots,  which  are  becoming  quite  valuable. 
As  might  be  inferred,  from  his  character  and  his 
worth,  upon  Mr.  Bowding  were  conferred  many  of 
the  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  community,  and 
the  duties  of  each  were  fulfilled  in  a  painstaking 
and  conscientious  manner.  He  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinaiy  intelligence,  who  kept  himself  well 
informed  on  the  leading  questions  of  the  da}’,  and 
was  deeply  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining,  not 
onl}T  to  the  welfare  of  his  community,  but  to  the 
State  and  nation  at  large.  He  wras  a  solid  Repub¬ 
lican,  honestty  believing  in  the  principles  advoca¬ 
ted  by  that  party,  and  did  everything  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  party  which  lie  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  for  the  interests  of  his  country.  This 
excellent  man  passed  away  on  Christmas  Day,  1 883. 
He  died  surrounded  by  mourning  kindred  and 
friends,  and  left  in  his  home  and  in  his  commu¬ 
nity  a  void  w’hich  can  never  be  filled. 


~^rsr 


ipiiil 

a  p 
ay 


ay 
a  m 

in  1 1 


^  ANIEL  SEWARD  HAHN.  One  of  the 
oldest  pioneers  who  }^et  lives  to  tell  of  the 
trials  and  struggles  through  which  the  ear¬ 
ly  settlers  passed  in  establishing  homes  in 
Linn  County,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  notice.  He  came  here  in  1837,  and  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  half  a  century  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  development  of  the  county,  and  has  gained 
a  reputation  for  honesty  and  straightforward  deal¬ 
ing  second  to  none  within  her  boundaries.  He  has 
witnessed  the  county’s  development  from  a  wild, 
uncultivated  tract  of  land  to  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  productive  agricultural  districts  in  the  State, 
and  has  contributed  his  quota  to  her  advancement 
in  these  directions. 

Daniel  Hahn  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
June  8,  1809.  Ilis  father,  Joseph  Hahn,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  father,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  at  one  time  owned  the 
site  of  the  present  thriving  and  populous  city  of 
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Cincinnati.  The  grandfather  was  killed  by  the  In¬ 
dians  at  North  Bend,  while  there  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  a  tract  of  land  to  raise  money  to  pay  the 
balance  which  he  owed  on  the  site  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati.  It  is  not  certain  whether  the  grand¬ 
father  was  born  in  this  country  or  not,  but  if  not, 
he  was  of  German  parentage. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  after  the  death  of  his  father  the  family 
removed  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  where  they  se¬ 
cured  land  and  where  our  subject’s  father  was 
reared  to  manhood.  lie  followed  the  vocation  of 
farming,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Butler  County 
until  1 820,  when  he  removed  to  Indiana,  settling- 
near  Crawfordsville  and  clearing  a  farm.  He  re¬ 
moved  from  the  latter  county  to  Knox  County,  Ill., 
where  he  was  a  pioneer,  and  where  he  also  improved 
a  farm  and  erected  thereon  a  good  set  of  frame 
buildings,  and  was  busily  engaged  at  farm  work 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1850. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Susannah  Seward,  who  was  a  native  of  York  State 
and  a  cousin  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward.  She  died 
in  Butler  County,  Ohio.  Our  subject  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth  of  his  parents’  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  youngest  of  four  sons  and  the  only 
child  now  living.  He  was  but  five  years  old  when 
his  mother  died,  and  twelve  years  of  age  when  the 
family  removed  to  Indiana,  and  there  lived  to  at¬ 
tain  his  majority.  His  opportunity  of  acquiring  an 
education  was  limited,  as  there  were  no  free  schools 
in  those  days,  and  what  education  he  received  was 
through  the  instruction  of  a  private  tutor. 

Mr.  Hahn  married,  in  1830,  Permelia  Epperson, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  reared  in  Kentucky. 
He  leased  a  tract  of  land  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  after  his  marriage,  and  lived  there  until  1834, 
engaged  the  while  in  farming.  He  then,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife  and  four  children,  started  for 


Illinois  overland,  bringing  his  household  goods 


with  him.  Arriving  in  that  State,  he  located  at 
Henderson  Grove,  and  worked  his  father’s  land  un¬ 
til  the  fall  of  1836.  He  then  moved  to  Mercer 
County,  that  State,  but  could  not  obtain  a  clear 
title  to  land  desired  in  that  county,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1837,  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Charles  Moberley,  started  for  the  Black  Hawk 


purchase.  They  had  one  horse,  and  on  their  jour¬ 
ney  purchased  corn  and  bread  sufficient  to  satisfy 
their  hunger.  They,  however,  remained  only  a 
short  time  when  they  returned  to  Illinois  and,  with 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  came  to  this  State  and  located 

in  Cedar  County,  where  his  brother-in-law  had  a  r 
...  .  Bf 

claim.  Remaining  with  him  a  short  time:  our  sub- 

ject  then  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  the  : 

identical  tract  of  land  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  a 

broke  a  few  acres,  erected  a  log  house  on  his  claim, 

and  in  July  returned  to  Illinois  for  his  family,  and 

brought  them  and  his  household  goods  to  his  new 

home  with  his  faithful  ox-teams. 


At  this  time  he  j 

was  the  owner  of  two  yoke  of  oxen,  a  mare  and  a  i 
colt,  four  cows  and  about  fifty  cents  in  money.  He 
put  in  a  crop  of  buckwheat  on  his  brother-in-law’s  ■■ 


sod  land,  which,  after  harvesting  and  placing  in  a  : 


bin,  he  was  extremely  discouraged  to  see  the  angry  2 
fiames  destroy,  and  he  was  consequently  obliged  to  S 
buy  buckwheat,  which  he  ground  in  a  coffee-mill  to  : 
keep  the  wife  and  children  from  starving.  The  • 
following  year  he  raised  a  crop  of  winter  wheat  2 
which  he  reaped  with  a  sickle  and  threshed  with  a  i 
flail.  The  nearest  mill  was  on  Rock  Creek,  twenty 
miles  distant.  Wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  plenty, 
and  had  it  not  been  so  the  early  pioneers  would 
have  had  an  extremely  hard  time  to  keep  from 
starving  to  death,  and  our  subject  still  retains  pos¬ 
session  of  the  old  gun  which  he  had  in  those  days, 
and  with  which  he  killed  many  a  deer,  the  same 
gun  having  been  owned  by  his  father.  Mr.  Hahn 
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was  always  fearless,  and  was  a  terror  to  horse- 
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thieves  who  roamed  the  country  during  the  early 
settlement  of  this  county.  Ilis  life  was  threatened  : 
by  them  time  after  time,  and  he  always  went  armed  1 
and  prepared  for  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
The  land  when  he  first  came  here  was  unsurveyed, 
and  the  lo°-  cabin  in  which  he  first  lived  was  eov- 

O 

ered  with  shakes,  and  he  even  lived  in  it  for  sev¬ 
eral  months  without  ever  having  a  floor. 

After  the  land  came  into  the  market  our  subject 
entered  eighty  acres,  which  took  nearly  all  the 
money  he  had.  This  he  had  made  off  the  land 
by  raising  wheat,  corn  and  pork,  which  he  sold 
at  Muscatine  and  Dubuque.  He  afterward  entered 
other  land  as  he  could  obtain  the  means  to  do  so, 
and  the  last  eighty  acres  of  his  claim  he  paid  for  2  >; 
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with  money  received  from  a  man  who  came  along 
while  he  was  confined  to  the  house,  sick,  and  who 
bought  some  hogs  from  him  and  paid  him  just 
enough  money  to  enter  his  last  eighty  acres.  He 
entered  in  all  280  acres,  and  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  258  acres  of  the  identical  land  which  he  entered 
from  the  Government  almost  fifty  years  ago.  He 
has  a  fine  stone  quarry,  good  timber  and  running 
water  on  his  place,  and  from  the  insignificant  price 
which  he  paid  for  it,  it  has  advanced  in  value  until 
it  is  now  a  handsome  competency  on  which  he  can 
live  and  enjoy  his  declining  3' ears  in  peace  and 
quiet.  His  place  is  on  section  15,  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  six  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  faithful 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  Nov.  16,  1881. 
Five  sons  are  still  living.  Charles  is  a  resident  of 
Johnson  County,  Iowa;  Joseph, of  Osborn  County, 
Kan. ;  Daniel,  of  the  little  city  of  Mt.  Vernon,  in 
this  State;  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  Murray, 
lives  in  California;  Mary  E.  married  Edward  Ha¬ 
ley,  of  Franklin  Township;  Jane  became  the  wife 
of  George  Johns,  and  lives  in  Mt.  Vernon;  Elias 
lives  in  Kansas;  Permelia  lives  in  Mt.  Vernon,  and 
John  manages  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Hahn,  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Jack- 
son,  and  has  remained  firm  in  the  faith  of  his  earl}’ 
manhood,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  President 
Cleveland’s  administration.  I11  religion  he  is  an 
old  school  predestinarian  Baptist. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hahn  is  shown  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 


ANIEL  ALBAUGH,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Monroe  Township  and  also  a  well-known 
and  substantial  farmer  now  living  on  sec¬ 
tion  29,  was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa. 
April  17,  1818.  He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Funderburgh)  Albaugh,  natives  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey  and  Maryland,  respectively.  The  father  was 
born  in  February,  1760,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1838.  He  married  Miss  Funderburgh  at  a  date 
not  known.  She  was  born  in  Frederick  Count}’, 


Md.,  in  1779,  and  died  in  1849.  She  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  wife  of  Mr.  Albaugh,  and  was  of  German  par¬ 
entage,  as  was  also  her  husband.  David  Albaugh 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children.  By  his  first  wife 
there  were  Jacob,  David,  Zacharia,  Nancy,  Susan  and? 


Hannah.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were  Eliza- 1 
betli,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Phoebe,  Daniel  and  Catharine.} 
All  are  now  deceased  except  Daniel,  our  subject, 
Catharine  and  Phoebe. 
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Daniel  Albaugh,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Anna  iiHH 
Stiffler,  Feb.  21,  1839.  She  was  born  Sept.  12, 

1820,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Nancy  (Hoover)  Stiffler.  natives  of  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.  He  was  born  Oct.  23,  1782,  and  died 
in  1861  in  Pennsylvania ;  she  was  born  Sept.-5,  1786,  t 
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and  also  died  in  1861.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  as  follows:  Jacob,  born  April  24,  [ 
1806,  died  in  1870;  Christian,  born  Nov.  11,  1807 
Elizabeth,  born  April  9-,  1809,  died  in  1866;  Bar 
bara,  born  Aug.  14,  1810,  now  lives  in  Pennsylva 
nia;  Catharine,  born  March  25,  1812,  is  still  living  | 
in  Stark  County,  Ohio;  John  II.,  born  March  29,  JB.  -h 
1814;  Joseph,  March  27,  1816;  Henry,  born  May 
15,  1818,  died  in  1853;  Anne,  born  Sept.  12,_1820; 
Mary,  Oct.  25,  1823;  Esther  B.,  born  Aug.  3,  1826, 
died  in  1876. 

Mr.  Albaugh  of  this  sketch  is  the  father  of  eleven 
children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  man  and  woman¬ 
hood;  Anna  M.,  born  May  21,  1840,  married  John 
C.  Burkhart;  Nancy  J.,  born  Dec.  17,  1841,  mar¬ 
ried  J.  W.  Mentzer;  John,  born  Nov.  26,  1843, 
married  Ada  Reed;  Sarah  E.,  born  Dec.  5,  1845, 
married  Jacob  B.  Miller;  Prudence  E.,  born  Aug. 

18,  1847,  married  John  Stamey;  Amanda,  born 
Oct.  23,  1850,  married  Jacob  Holsiader;  Henry  S., 
born  Feb.  22,  1853,  died  Dec.  24,  1854;  David  N., 
born  March  21,  1855,  married  Miss  Lizzie  Hunter; 
Thomas  J.,  born  July  21,  1857,  married  Miss  Matie 
Morse ;  Franklin  L.,  born  July  30,  1859,  married 
Miss  Ella  Fuller;  William  W.,  born  Sept.  30,  1861, 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Reed. 

Mr.  Albaugh  has  200  acres  of  fine  land,  120  of 
which  he  purchased  from  the  Government.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  May,  1846.  In  1868  he  built  a  fine  two- 
story  house,  the  main  part  24x32  feet,  with  a  kitchen 
16x22,  and  a  basement  under  the  entire  structure. 

He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Bap- 


W  W 
11 


0  1 


HI 


0 


w 


rfn?  \  '  r  !  1  Hgg 


viTiTitTvvrittiiirriifiiiTTfj 


miiiiiiiimiiimiiuiiij 


fiiiniiiiininiiiiiiiihTr 


in  111111111  ii  in  i  ii  i 

hriiniuiiiuniiiiiiiimn 


furi 

Kiiinuri 

inmi3| 

a 


Kl  .  ii 

fiMlf 


Ha 

nn 


I 


s 


1 


mm 


ip 


380 


LINN  COUNTY. 


tist  Church.  For  several  years  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Christian,  or  Campbellite  Church,  but  not  be¬ 
ing  satisfied  with  it,  he  joined  the  German  Baptists, 
lie  is,  and  lias  been  for  many  years,  a  Deacon  in 
the  latter-named  church:  previous  to  this  he  had 
been  an  Elder  and  Deacon  in  the  Christian  Church, 
lie  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Town  Supervisor  for  the  last  pine  years, 
and  in  fact  has  served  in  all  of  the  township  offices 
for  the  last  thirty  years, 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Albaugh  was  a  pioneer  in 
Monroe  Township  and  has  witnessed  the  marvelous 
development  and  progress  of  the  county  and  State. 
He  is  a  representative  farmer  of  this  county,  and 
has  won  an  enviable  reputation  for  the  thorough¬ 
ness  of  his  business  methods,  his  uprightness  in  all 
his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men,  and  for  his  unfail¬ 
ing  kindness  to  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
At  a  ripe  old  age  he  is  enjoying  the  comforts  of 
a  beautiful  home,  which  has  been  fairly  won  by  his 
own  industry.  Mr.  Albaugh  is  the  grandfather  of 
thirty-two  children,  and  has  two  great-grandchil¬ 
dren. 


PILL  ENGLISH,  M.  D.,  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon  at  Marion,  was  born  in  Carrollton, 
Greene  Co.,  Ill.,  March  12,  1854,  and  is  the 
son  of  Lindsey  H.  and  Arabella  (Turney) 
English.  Lindsey  H.  English  was  born  near  Bed¬ 
ford,  Ky.,  and  was  one  of  a  family  of  fourteen 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  have  families.  The 
family  came  from  Maryland  to  Kentucky.  The 
grandfather  of  Bell  emigrated  from  Maryland  to 
Kentucky  with  an  ox-team  and  cart,  in  the  days  of 
Daniel  Boone.  Lindsey  H.  emigrated  to  Greene 
County,  Ill.,  in  1828,  and  married  Arabella,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hon.  James  Turney.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 
a 


except 

one,  a  twin  brother  of  our  subject,  by  name  D. 
Lindsey  English,  who  died  June  26,  1885. 

Mr.  English,  Sr.,  died  at  his  home  in  Springfield, 
Ill.,  in  January,  1880.  On  that  occasion  ex-Gov. 
J.  M.  Palmer  wrote  a  tribute  to  his  memory,  which 
was  published  in  one  of  the  papers  in  that  city,  and 
from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken :  “  Lind¬ 
sey  H.  English  was  himself  a  remarkable  man  and 


belonged  to  a  remarkable  family.  II is  father, 
Elisha  English,  was  possessed  of  an  excellent  con¬ 
stitution,  and  great  activity  and  force  of  character, 
lie  reared  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  inherited  his 
leading  characteristics.  Some  of  his  sons  are  liv- 
ing  in  Greene  County.  W.  II.  English,  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  long  a  member  of  Congress,  and  now 
favorably  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Vice 
Presidency,  was  an  early  settler  in  Indiana.  Dr. 
John  B.  English,  another  son,  removed  to  Ken- 
tuck}'.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Owen  Count}',  during  the  war,  and  devotedly  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Hon.  Samuel 
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English,  a  lawyer  of  distinction,  still  resides  at 


Louisville,  Ivy.,  and  Hon.  Revel  W 
known  in  this  State  many  years  a 


English,  well 
;o  as  Senator 
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from  Greene  County,  and  otherwise  connected  with 


the  politics  of  the  State,  was  the  youngest  of  the 


sons.  His  daughters  were  women  of  strong  native 


sense  and  high  womanly  qualities.  One  of  them, 


Mrs.  Dowdell,  mother  of  W.  T.  Dowdell,  editor  of 
the  Peoria  Democrat,  and  another,  the  mother  of 
Rev.  John  P.  Jackson,  now  of  Chicago,  were  among 
the  best  of  the  pioneer  women  of  Illinois.  Elisha 
English,  the  father,  died  at  a  great  age,  many  years 
ago,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  sons. 

“Lindsey  II.  English  was  married,  in  1828,  to  ' 
Arabella,  daughter  of  Hon.  James  Turney,  one  of 
the  great  lawyers  of  early  times  of  Illinois,  who 
was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  and  Attorney  General  of  the  State  from 
Jan.  14,  1823,  to  December,  1828.  She  aided  in 
rearing  a  family  of  ten  children,  and  died  in  1866. 
Soon  afterward  Mr.  English  removed  to  Sangamon 


I 


County,  Ill.,  and  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emily  Brunk, 
who  survives  him.” 


The  ten  children  of  Lindsey  H.  English  are  as 


follows:  Josephine,  now  Mrs.  Castellaw,  of  Green¬ 
field;  Marion,  now  Mrs.  Rider,  of  White  Hall; 
Turney  English,  of  Springfield,  Ill.;  Wharton,  re¬ 
siding  at  Kane ;  Warren,  who  is  living  at  Carroll- 

3 

M 
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ton;  Rev.  J.  B.,  of  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Rush,  now  of 


$ 


Raymond,  Dak.  Ter. ;  Rev.  Elisha,  of  Grinnell,  } 
Iowa;  Dr.  Bell,  of  Marion,  and  Dr.  Lindsey,  who 
is  deceased. 
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Dr.  Bell  English  received  his  education  at  Shurt- 


leff  College,  Upper  Alton,  Ill.,  whence  he  graduated 
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with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  the  class  of  1877.  He 
received  his  medical  education  in  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1881, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  Greene  County,  Ill.  He  removed  to 
Clark  County,  Dak.,  in  the  fall  of  1882,  where  he 
was  in  active  practice  for  one  year.  In  March, 
1884,  he  came  to  Marion,  and  has  been  in  practice 
here  continuously  since. 

Dr.  English  was  married,  March  4,  1884,  at 
Marion,  to  Miss  Mary  Thomas,  daughter  of  Richard 
Thomas.  She  was  born  in  Marion,  and  her  father 
is  the  oldest  living  settler  of  this  county.  Of  the 
union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  English  one  child,  Richard, 
was  born  Jan.  25,  1885. 

Dr.  English  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  denomination  the  Doctor  is  a  Trustee,  and 
is  also  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  So¬ 
cially  he  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  Dr.  English  is  a  young  physician  of  fine 
attainments  and  thorough  culture,  and  comes  of  a 
family  noted  for  ability  and  energy,  and  he  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  no  exception  to  the  established  records 
of  the  family. 


(EORGE  LEIDIGII,  farmer  and  stock-dealer, 
residing  on  section  9,  Monroe  Township, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  Oct. 
2,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Enoch  and  Sarah  (Mc¬ 
Clure)  Leidigh.  The  father  was  of  German  de¬ 
scent,  but  born  in  Pennsylvania;  the  mother  was  of 
Scotch  extraction.  They  had  two  children — George 
and  Samuel — the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age 
of  six  months. 

George  Leidigh  married  Miss  Susan  Boyd,  Sept. 
18,  1856.  She  was  born  Feb.  14,  1836,  in  Ash¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Boyd.  Mrs.  Leidigh  had  two  brothers 
who  survived  her.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
she  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  -now  living:  Rebecca,  born  Sept.  11, 
1857;  Frank,  Jan.  1,  1860;  Dora,  born  in  June, 


1862,  died  when  twelve  days  old;  John,  born  Oct. 
6,  1864;  Scott,  Dec.  18,  1868.  Mrs.  Leidigh  died 
Dec.  24,  1868. 

Mr.  Leidigh  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  and  settled  in  Linn  County,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  up  to  the  present  time.  In  1865 
he  moved  to  where  he  now  lives,  and  bought  140 
acres  of  fine  land,  all  well  improved.  He  is  breed¬ 
ing  high-grade  Short-horn  cattle,  in  which  he  has 
been  fairly  successful. 

In  politics  Mr.  Leidigh  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
been  faithful  to  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  bears 
an  excellent  reputation  for  uprightness  and  fair 
dealing.  All  that  he  possesses  is  the  accumulation 
of  his  own  energy  and  toil,  and  all  his  surroundings 
bespeak  his  thrift,  industry  and  carefulness. 
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St  AMES  M.  WORTHINGTON.  The  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  is  a  well-known  and  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  located  on  section  2,  Col¬ 
lege  Township.  He  has  been  an  active  and  enter¬ 
prising  business  man,  and  is  largely  interested  in 
the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty  of 
Short-horn  cattle,  and  his  herd  embraces  some  of 
the  finest  animals  to  be  found  in  this  section  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Worthington  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  in 
the  spring  of  1867,  and  with  characteristic  energy 
set  about  the  establishment  of  a  business  enterprise 
and  a  home.  He  purchased  the  land  upon  which 
he  now  resides,  and  his  homestead  at  this  date  com¬ 
prises  nearly  600  acres  of  good  land,  well  improved, 
and  a  part  of  it  highly  cultivated.  His  farm  build¬ 
ings  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  first- 
class  farmers  in  this  township,  and  his  residence  is 
a  model  of  comfort  and  convenience. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  March  21,  1842.  The  name  of  his 
father  was  Benjamin  Worthington,  and  he  was  an 
enterprising  and  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
He  came  of  good  old  English  ancestry,  and -was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  married  in 
Greene  County,  bestowing  his  hand  and  his  fortune 
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upon  Miss  Mary  Long,  a  native  of  the  same  State, 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  count  y  as  her  husband. 
They  are  both  deceased,  the  father  dying  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1874,  aged  sixty-six,  and  the  mother  May 
10,  188(5,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  The  de¬ 
cease  of  the  latter  occurred  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  in  Pottawattamie  County,  this  State.  She 
was  a  most  excellent  old  lady  and  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Benjamin  Worthing¬ 
ton  was  an  influential  local  politician,  Republican 
in  sentiment,  and  had  been  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the 
county.  lie  also  held  other  local  offices,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  as  a  man  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  community.  The  family  circle  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living,  our  subject  being  the  fourth  in  the  order 
of  birth.  The  record  is  as  follows :  Orplia  became 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Ray,  an  extensive  breeder  of 
Short-horn  cattle',  and  they  are  living  in  Greene 
m  County,  Pa. ;  Vincent  was  united  in  marriage  with 
a  Miss  Hartley,  and  is  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer  of  Ringgold  County,  this  State;  Richard  is 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Greene  County,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Martha  Gore;  James  M.  was. the  next 
child ;  Eli  married  Miss  Jennie  Davis,  and  is  a 
general  merchant,  carrying  on  business  at  Odell, 
Gage  Co.,  Neb.;  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Winslow 
Holmes,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Pottawattamie 


j  County,  this  State, 
the  mother  made  her 


It  was  with  this  daughter  that 
home  at  the  time  of  her  de¬ 
cease;  Lorenzo  is  married,  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Ringgold  County ;  Sarah  A.  became  the  wife  of 
William  Blair,  and  they  are  residents  of  Wyoming 
Territory ;  Mr.  Blair  is  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  in 
which  he  lives;  Jeremiah  L.  is  unmarried  and  lives 
in  Gage  County,  Neb. 

f  The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  in  his  native 
county,  an  inmate  of  the  parental  home,  until  he 
started  for  the  West.  He  had  received  a  good 
public  school  education,  and  was  twenty-five  years 
o f  age  when  he  started  out  to  do  for  himself.  In 
due  time  he  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance  in 
College  Township  with  Mrs.  Letitia  A.  (Reynolds) 
i  V|h k  Davey,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Kinkade) 
Reynolds,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  of 
English  ancestry,  and  farmers  by  occupation.  They 
were  married  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  settled  there, 
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and  there  Mrs.  Worthington  was  born  Oct.  2.  1837. 
Her  father’s  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  this  lady  was  the 
seventh  child.  In  1854  the  parents  emigrated  to 
Iowa  witli  their  family,  and  made  their  first  settle¬ 
ment  at  Western ville,  Decatur  County.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  the  father  was  a 
part  of  the  time  occupied  as  a  carpenter,  and  both 
parents  died  in  Westernville,  the  decease  of  the 
father  occurring  Feb:  20,  1883,  and  that  of  the 
mother  April  18,  1879.  They  were  aged  respect¬ 
ively  seventy-nine  and  sixty-nine  years.  The  wife 
of  our  subject  remained  with  her  parents  until  her 
first  marriage.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Davey,  she 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased.  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Eli  Worthing¬ 
ton,  and  they  live  in  Odell,  Neb.;  Olive  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  Harriet  married  Mr.  George 
Royer,  and  they  live  in  Nebraska;  George  R.  is  a 
resident  of  Raton,  N.  M.,  and  is  a  railroad  man; 
Fannie  M.  and  Eva  are  living  at  home. 

James  M.  Worthington  and  Mrs.  Davey  were 
married  Nov.  21,1869.  The  home  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  three  children— Mary  O.,  Leroy  G. 
and  James  P.  The  family  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  W.  is  a 
conscientious  Republican.  He  is  an  esteemed  citi¬ 
zen  of  his  community,  carrying  on  his  business  in  a 
quiet  and  unostentatious  manner,  honorable  and 
upright  in  his  transactions,  and  a  worthy  member 
of  society. 
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“  Village  Black- 


ILLARI)  BUTTERS  is  the 
smith  ”  of  Central  City,  and  is  as  popular 
among  his  neighbors  and  townsmen  as  was 
the  subject  of  Longfellow’s  celebrated  poem,  whose 
rhymes  have  been  sung  all  over  the  world.  Mr. 
Butters  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
born  in  Medford,  Middlesex  County,  Feb.  2,  1834. 
His  father,  Willard  Butters,  Sr.,  was  also  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  his  birthplace  being  Woburn. 
He  was  a  shoemaker  bjr  trade,  industrious  and  skill¬ 
ful  in  his  profession,  and  succeeded  in  accumulat¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  property.  He  went  from  his 
native  town  to  Medford  when  a  young  man,  and 
purchased  a  home  there,  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
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the  village,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occured  in  July,  1862.  In  early  manhood 
!  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Dollie  Nick- 
[|j  son.  She  was  a  native  of  Pembroke,  N.  II.,  and 
il  by  her  union  with  Mr.  Butters  became  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  sixth  child. 

Willard  Butters  remained  with  his  parents  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  busi¬ 
ness  in  ^ledford,  and  pursued  his  trade  there  until 
:  1857.  He  had  long  been  desirous  of  visiting  the 
West,  and  at  this  time  determined  to  seek  his  fort¬ 
une  beyond  the  Mississippi.  He  accordingly  came 
5  to  Iowa  and  to  Linn  County,  and  being  pleased 
with  the  outlook,  located  at  Clark’s  Ford,  afterward 
named  Central  City.  There  being  no  opening  at 
that  time  for  his  regular  business,  he  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  sawmill  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Central  City,  until  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  then 
succeeded  in  engaging  at  his  business  at  a  shop  in 
a  the  latter-named  place.  He  worked  thus  until  the 
:  fall  of  the  following  year,  and  then  started  in  busi¬ 
ness  on  his  own  account.  This  he  pursued  for 
three  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  returned 
home  to  Massachusetts. 

At  that  time  rumors  of  war  were  beginning  to  be 
heard  in  the  land,  and  Mr.  Butters  resolved  to  lay 
aside  for  the  present  his  plan  of  operations  in  the 
West,  and  proffered  his  services  to  his  country.  He 
:  accordingly  enlisted  in  the  First  Massachusetts 
}:;  Cavalry,  and  became  the  blacksmith  of  his  com- 
f  :  pany.  In  this  capacity  he  was  present  at  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  South  Mountain,  James  Island,  S.  C., 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Spottsyl  vania,  Cold 
Harbor  and  Gettysburg,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
k :  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  He  spent 
the  winter  of  1864-65  working  in  the  Watertown 
} : :  arsenal,  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
v '  the  latter  year. 

:  In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr.  Butters  returned  to 

:  Central  City,  and  has  been  engaged  in  general 
J|fi  blacksmithing  since  that  time.  Upon  his  return 
here  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  had  with  him  the 
:  large  amount  of  $100  with  which  to  recommence 
business.  It  was  like  beginning  entirely  anew,  and 
he  had  nothing  further  to  rely  upon  but  his  own 


good  judgment  and  industry.  From  that  humble 
beginning  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  well  appointed 
blacksmith-shop,  a  comfortable  home,  and  a  farm 
of  170  acres  of  land  four  miles  from  Central  City. 
He  has  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  his 
county  and  community,  and  ranks  among  the  best 
class  of  citizens.  He  is  essentially  a  self-made  man 
and  a  striking  example  of  what  indomitable  per¬ 
severance  will  accomplish.  The  contrast  between 
his  early  j^ears  and  the  present  is  great,  and  he 
cannot  but  view,  with  pleasing  satisfaction,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  those  early  years  of  toil  and  anxiety. 

Mr.  Butters  and  Miss  Laura  A.  Davis  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  1866.  Mrs.  B.  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hiram  and  Laura  Davis,  natives  respectively 
of  Vermont  and  New  York.  Their  household  has 
been  brightened  by  the  advent  of  eight  children — 
Laura,  Millie,  Harriet,  Lena  A.,  Willard,  Clifford 
and  O.  E. 

Mr.  Willard  is  a  member  of  Marvin  Mills  Post 
No.  112,  G.  A.  R.,  in  good  and  regular  standing, 
and  politically  votes  with  the  Greenback  party. 
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^  AMES  BRYANT,  of  Bryant  Bros.,  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  livery,  feed  and  exchange  stable 
of  Marion,  ranks  among  its  most  highly  es¬ 
teemed  citizens,  and  in  connection  with  his 
partner  is  transacting  a  profitable  business.  It  was 
established  in  January,  1876,  and  after  a  ten  years’ 
trial  the  firm  of  Bryant  Bros,  is  cordially  acknowl¬ 
edged  to  be  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
straightforward  in  the  city.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  4, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram  C.  and  Ursula  (Chris¬ 
topher)  Bryant.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  December,  1875,  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
located  in  Mechanicsville,  this  State,  where  he  spent 
one  year,  and  then  came  to  Marion,  engaging  in  his 
present  business. 

Mr.  Bryant  was  married  at  Marion,  Dec.  11,  1884, 
to  Miss  Louisa  Huber,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
They  occupy  a  handsome  home  in  the  city  of  Ma¬ 
rion,  and  their  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances 
comprises  some  of  the  best  people  in  the  city.  In 
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addition  to  his  livery  property,  Mr.  Bryant  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  in  Marion  Township.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  100  acres  of  improved  land,  and  is  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  The  livery  stock  con¬ 
sists  of  some  of  the  finest  driving  animals  in  this 
section,  embracing  several  which  have  been  im¬ 
ported  at  considerable  expense. 

\V.  C.  Bryant,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  is  also 
a  native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  went 
to  Kentucky  in  early  youth,  and  from  there  to  Me- 
chanicsville,  Iowa,  joining  his  brother  in  Marion  in 
1870.  lie  was  married  in  Mechanicsville  in  1873, 
to  Miss  Katie  McAffee,  and  they  have  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Ursula. 
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Ifc  D.  PATTERSON,  D.  D.  S.,  an  eminent 
and  skillful  dentist  of  Cedar  Rapids,  occu¬ 
pies  a  fine  office  in  Waterhouse  Block  on 
First  avenue.  No.  36.  He  is  well-informed  and 
skillful  1  his  profession  and  -enjoys  a  lucrative 
l  I  practice. 

Dr.  Patterson  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State, 
born  in  Marion  in  1854,  on  New  Year’s  Day.  His 
parents  were  William  J.  and  Elida  (Du  Mont)  Pat¬ 
terson,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  re¬ 
spectively,  who  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Linn  County.  They  located  at  Marion  where  the 
father  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  lie 
is  now  retired  from  active  labor  and  is  enjojdng 
the  fruits  of  his  early  toil  in  a  comfortable  home 
at  No.  323  First  avenue. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  only  child  of 
his  parents,  and  he  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  time 
in  school  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Vineland,  N.  J.,  with  a  view  of  adopting 
dentistry  as  a  profession.  He  entered  the  office  of 
Dr.  Silliman,  a  man  eminent  in  his  profession,  and 

S  after  the  valuable  instruction  received  from  him, 
entered  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery 
at  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  two  years  and 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1879.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Marion,  opened  a  dental  office,  but  re¬ 
mained  there  only  a  year,  coming,  in  1880,  to  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  where  he  established  an  office  and  has 
He  is  ambitious  and  energetic, 

jp52x5j& 


and  keeps  abreast  with  all  the  improvements  of  the 
day  relative  to  his  peculiar  business,  and  among 
his  patrons  are  included  some  of  the  best  people  in 
the  city. 

Dr.  Patterson  politically  is  strongly  Republican 
and  uniformly  casts  his  vote  in  support  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  that  party. 


man  who  always  held  a  prominent  position  in  his  { 
community.  He  has  lived  a  worthy  and  upright 
life,  and  is  passing  his  declining  years  happy  in  the 
consciousness  of  having  been  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Rathbun  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  in  every  way 
fitted  to  become  the  companion  and  sympathizer  of 
her  husband.  Of  their  union  there  were  born  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
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TEPHEN  W.  RATHBUN,  editor  ayd  pro-  3  1, 
prietor  of  the  Marion  Register ,  is  conduct¬ 
ing  this  journal  with  signal  ability  and  suc¬ 
cess,  and  occupies  a  prominent  position  ; 
among  the  cultivated  people  of  this  little  city.  Mr. 
Rathbun  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Mechanicsville,  Cedar  County,  May  20, 
1840.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  under  the 
parental  roof  and  in  attendance  at  the  public 
schools.  He  became  a  law  student,  pursuing  his 
studies  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  but  was  never  admitted  to 
practice,  because  he  finally  concluded  that  he 
would  prefer  the  life  of  a  journalist. 

Mr.  Rathbun  came  to  Marion  in  the  fall  of  1864, 
purchased  the  Register ,  and  has  most  of  the  time 
since  conducted  the  paper  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  numerous  friends  and  pat¬ 
rons.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
for  eight  years,  and  Postmaster  from  1869  to  1881. 

He  has  been  the  supporter  and  encourager  of  ev¬ 
ery  work  and  purpose  tending  to  the  advancement 
of  the  interests  of  this  localit}r,  and  has  contributed 
cheerfully  of  his  means  and  influence  to  aid  the 
community  in  sustaining  its  position  as  the  seat  of 
culture,  morality  and  education 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  the  second  son 
of  Nelson  and  Eleanor  (Fox)  Rathbun.  Nelson 
Rathbun  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  a  physician,  and  a 
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the  record  is  as  follows:  Robert  S.,  born  in  Ohio, 
is  a  dentist  at  Clinton,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  and 
successful  practice;  Stephen  W.,  Sylvia,  Sabra  and 
Josephine  S.  were  all  born  in  the  Hawkeye  State; 
they  are  all  living  and  married,  except  the  last 
named,  who  is  living  at  home  in  Marion.  Sylvia  is 
married  to  W.  W.  Edgington,  and  resides  in  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa;  Sabra  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W. 
Caldwell,  a  successful  physician  of  Marion.  The 
faithful  wife  and  mother  departed  from  the  scenes 
of  her  earthly  labors  April  13,  1882. 

Stephen  W.  Rathbun  was  married  in  September, 
1862,  at  Tipton,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Eliza  A.,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Worline,  of  Ohio.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
R.  are  both  deceased.  Of  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  there  have  been  born  four  children,  one  of 
whom  is  deceased:  Suella  W.,  born  in  March,  1865, 
died  in  June,  1883;  the  others  are  Mary,  Louise 
and  Don,  all  living  at  home. 

Politically  Mr.  Rathbun  is  a  straight  Republican. 
He  has  been  an  enterprising  and  active  citizen,  tak¬ 
ing  a  lively  interest  in  everything  that  tended  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  town  of  Marion  and 
the  county  of  Linn.  Through  the  columns  of  his 
ably  conducted  paper  he  has  exerted  no  little  influ¬ 
ence  in  forming  public  sentiment,  and  in  coutribu- 
J£l  ting  to  the  culture  and  intelligence  of  the  commu¬ 
nity.  He  is  a  straightforward  business  man,  and 
conducts  the  mechanical  department  of  his  journal 
with  the  same  system  and  order  that  characterizes 
the  arguments  discussed  in  its  literary  columns. 


jTLLIAM  F.  STAHL,  publisher  of  the  Lis¬ 
bon  Sun,  is  the  youngest  newspaper  man 
in  the  county  of  Linn.  He  is  full  of  en¬ 
ergy  and  enterprise,  endowed  with  a  large  amount 
of  natural  talent,  and  has  the  prospect  of  a  success¬ 
ful  future  before  him.  He  was  born  in  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  June  13,  1868,  and  consequently  at  this  writ- 
j||  ing  (1886)  is  only  eighteen  years  old.  His  parents 
:  a  were  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Bast)  Stahl,  both  natives 
s  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  born  near  Pottsville. 
William  F.  was  eight  years  old  when  his  parents 

jp  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Lisbon,  and  even  at 
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that  early  age  he  had  spent  some  time  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city.  After  arriving  in  Lis¬ 
bon  he  followed  up  his  advantages  for  an  education, 
and  commenced  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade  in  the 
office  of  the  Lisbon  Sun.  In  1884  he  became  fore¬ 
man  of  the  office,  and  in  September,  1885,  pur¬ 
chased  the  subscription  list  and  good-will  of  the 
paper.  Although  young  he  enjoys  in  a  large  de¬ 
gree  the  confidence  of  his  community,  and  served 
as  Assistant  Postmaster  in  1884.  His  paper  is 
conducted  with  marked  ability,  and  he  is  on  the 
high  road  to  prosperity,  with  the  prospect  of  be¬ 
coming  a  leading  man  in  his  community.  All  who 
have  witnessed  the  evidences  of  his  ambition  and 
industry  bid  him  Godspeed  in  his  efforts  to  attain 
the  full  dignity  of  a  man  among  men,  and  an  editor 
whose  utterances  will  advance  the  interests  of  his 
city  and  county. 

R.  A.  II.  TAYLOR,  deceased,  became  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  fall  of  1 855, 
and  by  his  natural  talent,  genial  manner, 
and  evident  adaptation  to  the  profession 
which  he  had  chosen,  was  not  long  in  securing:  an 
excellent  practice.  He  was  considered  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  city,  and  possessed  all  the 
good  qualities  which  constitute  a  progressive  citi¬ 
zen,  and  consequently  a  valued  one.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  his  city  and  county, 
and  aided  in  maintaining  its  present  status  as  a  first- 
class  town,  standing  in  the  front  rank  of  cities  of 
its  size  in  the  Uavke3re  State. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  born  and  bred  among  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  hills,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
in  the  city  of  Indiana,  Indiana  Co.,  Penn.  His 
birth  occurred  Aug.  6,  1818,  his  parents  being 
Robert  and  Margaret  (Patton)  Taylor,  also  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  At  an  early  day  the  father 
crossed  the  Alleghanies  and  went  into  Indiana 
County,  where  he  took  up  land  and  planted  an 
orchard.  The  Indians  drove  them  back,  and  the}' 
did  not  venture  to  return  for  seven  years,  but  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  they  retraced  their 
steps  and  once  more  established  themselves  in  the 
same  locality.  The  Indians  had  pulled  up  nearly 
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.•ill  the  apple-trees,  but  a  few  remaining  to  become 
of  bearing  age.  They  were  this  time  permitted  to 
remain,  and  pursued  their  chosen  occupation  com¬ 
paratively  unmolested. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Alexander 
Taylor,  who  took  a  just  pride  in  calling  himself  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution.  lie  was  also  employed 
by  the  Government  as  a  surveyor,  and  when  not 
employed  elsewhere,  made  his  home  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  where  his  life  terminated  at  an  advanced  age. 
In  early  years  he  had  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  had  become  the  possessor  of  a  farm, 
which,  after  his  decease,  fell  to  the  lot  of  his  sou 
Robert,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  latter  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1859,  at  Indiana,  Indiana  Co., 
Pa. ;  the  mother  had  preceded  him  to  the  unknown 
shores  in  1838.  Eight  children  completed  the 
household  circle,  five  of  whom  still  survive.  So¬ 
phia  became  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Morris,  a  prominent 
railroad  man  of  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Alexander  H. ; 
Sarah,  also  of  Steubenville,  Ohio;  William  H.,  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Robert,  a  teacher  in  a  Normal 
School  in  California. 

The  younger  days  of  Dr.  Taylor  were  passed  on 
the  farm  with  his  parents  until  he  was  about  fifteen 
years  old.  He  had  been  a  studious  lad  and  was 
fond  of  his  books,  and  his  tastes  then  inclined  him 
to  the  printer’s  trade.  He  therefore  went  to  Fay¬ 
ette  County,  and  engaged  in  a  printing-office  at 
Uniontown,  where  he  remained  two  years.  From 
there  he  proceeded  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  same  capacity  for  three  years,  but  the  con¬ 
finement  of  an  office  was  unfavorable  to  his  health, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  it.  Wishing  to  be¬ 
come  better  educated,  he  attended  an  academy  for 


two  years,  when  his  inclination 


began 


to  lean 

toward  the  medical  profession.  He  then  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  Thomas  .Johnson  at  Steubenville, 
3  and  studied  medicine  four  years,  supplementing 
this  course  with  attendance  at  the  Jefferson  Medi¬ 
cal  College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  he  obtained 
his  diploma,  and  entered  on  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Wintersville,  Ohio,  and  later  at  Magno¬ 
lia,  the  same  State,  where  he  remained  nine  months, 
and  had  a  large  practice.  The  locality  proved  to 
be  veiy  unhealthy,  and  he  found  it  unadvisable  to 
remain  there  longer.  He  accordingly  removed  into 


Harrison  County,  the  same  State,  and  after  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practice  of  eight  years,  started  for  the  West. 
He  began  the  journey  with  a  horse  and  bugg3r,  by 
which  means  he  reached  the  Ohio,  there  went  on 
board  a  steamboat,  proceeding  thence  to  Cairo  and  E 
then  to  Keokuk.  There  were  many  emigrants  on 
board  the  boat,  and  the  cholera  had  broken  out 
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among  them,  but  notwithstanding  the 


danger 


he 
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remained  with  the  sufferers,  and  assisted  them  as  he  g 
could.  He  was  the  only  physician  aboard  and  his 
time  was  constantly  employed  in  administering  to 
the  disease.  He  was  quite  successful  in  his  treat¬ 
ment,  and  succeeded  in  saving  many  lives,  himself 
escaping  the  terrible  scourge. 

Arriving  at  Keokuk,  by  means  of  his  horse  and 
buggy,  which  he  retained  possession  of,  he  traveled 
across  the  country  to  Benton  County,  locating  in 
Vinton,  where  he  remained  that  summer.  In  the 
autumn  following,  1855,  he  went  into  Linn  County,  -  ' 
and  located  in  Cedar  Rapids  on  the  West  side.  He 
opened  an  office  on  the  East  side,  and  there  began  B 
the  practice  which  thereafter  yielded  him  large  re¬ 
turns,  not  only  financially,  but  the  reward  of  skill, 
patience  and  study.  At  that  time  passengers  were 
transported  across  the  Cedar  River  by  means  of  a  : 
ferry.  This  was  often  a  tedious  process,  and  the  B 
Doctor’s  professional  duties  frequently  made  it  in-  jj 
convenient  for  him  to  await  the  pleasure  or  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  ferry,  so  he  procured  a  boat  for  him¬ 
self  and  could  then  cross  at  pleasure  or  when  duty 
called.  It  often  happened  that  he  was  required  to 
cross  at  night ;  on  such  occasions  he  would  have  a 
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lantern  in  the  bow  of  his  boat  to  give  light,  and  ~ 
often  after  crossing,  he  would  be  obliged  to  ride  jj 
twenty-five  miles  to  visit  a  patient.  For  this  pur-  P 
pose  he  kept  a  number  of  saddle-horses,  and  one 
especially  for  use  on  very  dark  nights,  the  animal 
being  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  purpose. 

Dr.  Taylor,  in  1856,  associated  himself  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Dr.  Milligan,  and  practiced  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  partnership  for  the  following  two  years. 
Afterward  Dr.  Coulter  became  his  partner,  and  they 


i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

hi 

i 

i 


were  engaged  together  during  1859  and  1860.  He 
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was  remarkably  successful,  although  never  enjoying  jj 
robust  health.  For  three  years  he  was  afflicted  with 
blindness,  but  aside  from  this  was  engaged  in  act-  E 
ive  practice  since  he  first  started  out  until  his  death, 
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which  took  place  on  the  24th  of  November,  1886. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  married  in  1845,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Potts,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Of  their  union  six  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  but  the  Destroyer  gathered  four  of 
these  from  the  home  circle.  The  two  living  are 
Lizzie  and  Maggie.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
108  Sixth  avenue.  It  is  the  abode  of  comfort  and 
luxury,  and  a  pleasant  spot  for  the  eyes  to  look 
upon.  Everything  in  and  around  it  betokens  a  cul¬ 
tivated  taste,  and  all  the  refinements  of  modern 
life. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cedar  Rapids,  of  which  he 
was  a  pillar  for  twenty-five  years.  Political^  he 
was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  upheld  the  principles 
of  that  party  with  all  the  firmness  which  a  man, 
honest  in  his  opinions  and  not  afraid  to  express 
them,  can  command.  Considering  his  early  ex¬ 
periences,  his  lonely  journeys  across  the  river  and 
over  the  untraveled  roads  of  a  thinly  populated 
country,  his  perseverance  and  faithful  attendance 
upon  the  calls  of  humanity,  he  was  fully  entitled 
to  rank  as  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the 
Hawkeye  State,  to  whom  all  respect  and  deference 
is  due,  and  is  given. 


i  ICHARD  THOMAS,  of  Marion,  or  “  Uncle 
Dickie  Thomas,”  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
is  the  oldest  person  in  Linn  County,  being 
^pnow  in  his  one  hundred  and  fifth  year.  He 
was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Md.,  in  1782,  and 
in  early  youth  was  bound  out  to  an  uncle  on  a 
farm,  where  he  was  treated  no  better  than  the 
negro  children  among  whom  he  was  reared,  and 
had  no  advantages,  growing  up  without  even  the 
most  common  education. 

Uncle  Dickie  was  seven  years  old  when  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  and 
when  Washington  was  inaugurated  as  the  first 
President  of  the  United  States.  He  passed  his 
early  years  in  teaming  and  farm  life.  In  1814  he 
witnessed  the  burning  of  Washington  by  the  Brit¬ 
ish,  having  then  arrived  at  years  of  manhood.  In 
1819  he  emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and 
five  years  later  removed  to  Richland  County, 


where  he  remained  until  1837,  in  which  year  he 
emigrated  to  what  was  afterward  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  where  he  took  part  in  electing  delegates  to 
the  convention  held  at  Burlington  November  1  of 
the  same  year.  The  convention  was  called  for  the 
purpose  of  memorializing  Congress  to  organize  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  the  organization  being  effected 
the  following  jmar. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  of  a  rather  adventurous  disposi¬ 
tion,  and  determined  to  see  as  much  of  his  country 
as  he  could.  Accordingly  he  started  South  the  next 
3rear,  visiting  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  other  points, 
until  April,  1840,  when  he  retraced  his  steps  to 
Iowa,  and  located  at  the  then  embryo  town  of 
Marion.  He  was  without  means,  but  owned  a  good 
team,  with  which  he  worked  industriously  at  such 
labor  as  he  could  find  to  do.  He  turned  his  hand 
to  carpenter  work,  and  built  the  first  sawmill  on 
the  Cedar  River,  in  1841,  and  while  thus  engaged 
met  with  an  accident  which  marked  him  for  life, 
and  would  have  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his  right 
arm  had  he  not  stubbornly  refused  to  allow  the 
doctors  to  amputate  it  as  they  intended  doing. 
The  accident  was  caused  by  his  falling  into  the 
water-wheel  while  it  was  in  motion,  the  rim  of  the 
wheel  having  caught  his  right  arm  at  the  elbow 
and  crushing  it  to  the  wrist,  nearly  drowning  him 
at  the  same  time.  By  almost  superhuman  strength 
he  stopped  the  wheel,  while  he  instructed  a  fellow- 
workman  how  to  extricate  him.  He  recovered  the 
use  of  his  arm  so  perfectly  that  no  man  in  that 
region  could  successfully  compete  with  him  at 
work.  He  was  very  energetic  and  industrious,  and 
by  various  means  of  labor,  which  included  farming, 
soon  began  to  accumulate  considerable  money. 
He  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  “  single  wretched¬ 
ness  ”  until  eighty-three  years  of  age,  when,  Feb. 
26,  1865,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Jones,  a 
comely  maiden  twenty  years  of  age,  daughter  of 
Milo  Jones,  Esq.  She  is  a  native  of  Northern  New 
York,  and  her  parents  were  from  Vermont.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  one  child  was  born,  a 
daughter,  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Bell  English, 
of  Marion,  and  the  mother  of  a  bouncing  boy  of  a 
year  and  a  half  old,  who  bears  the  name  of  his 
illustrious  grandfather. 

Mr.  Thomas,  although  of  medium  size,  has  been 
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a  man  of  remarkable  physical  strength  and  endur¬ 
ance.  lie  never  knew  the  meaning  of  the  word 
fear,  and  never  drew  back  from  his  opinions  when 
he  knew  lie  was  right.  When  he  was  a  hundred 
years  old  it  would  have  taken  a  good  man  to  have 
worsted  him.  While  he  has  always  refrained  from 
intoxication  he  never  has  denied  himself  spirituous 
consolation  when  he  felt  that  he  needed  it,  so  that 
his  robust  health  and  great  longevity  cannot  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  total  abstinence  from  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  one  of  the  celebrities  of  Marion, 
which  has  been  his  home  for  forty-six  years.  His 
life  has  been  an  honest  and  upright  one,  although 
not  particularly  eventful,  but  it  has  been  rich  in 
the  accumulated  experience  of  more  than  a  cen¬ 
tury’s  observation.  He  witnessed  the  introduction 
of  the  first  steam  vessel,  the  first  railway  locomotive, 
the  first  cooking-stove,  matches,  and  the  origin  and 
application  of  all  the  wonderful  inventions  and 
improvements  of  a  hundred  years.  He  first  became 
interested  in  politics  at  the  time  of  Jackson’s  first 
campaign.  He  voted  for  the  General  three  times, 
and  has  always  been  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  is 
possessed  of  his  faculties  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
is  keen,  bright  and  intelligent,  and  in  nowise  lack¬ 
ing  in  force  of  character.  He  usually  emphasizes 
his  sentences  with  powerful  adjectives,  as  was  his 
wont  in  younger  days.  He  says  he  is  now  ready 
to  go  when  he  shall  be  called  for,  his  great  dread 
being  that  of  becoming  helpless  and  a  burden  to 
his  friends.  J  udging  from  his  appearance  there  is 
little  danger  of  that  for  some  years  to  come. 


jK^ij  ATHAN  C.  GILLILAN  is  an  honored  citi- 
I  J/J  zen  Maine  Township,  residing  on  his 
comfortable  homestead  on  section  4.  He 
is  a  pioneer  of  Linn  County,  coming  here  while 
the  fields  were  jret  in  their  primitive  state  and  be¬ 
fore  the  hand  of  cultivation  had  redeemed  them 
from  their  primeval  condition.  During  the  changes 
of  a  long  life,  he  has  labored  faithfully  and  indus¬ 
triously,  and  watched  with  almost  paternal  interest 
the  growth  of  the  country  and  community  with 


,  which  he  closely  identified  himself  from  the  begin¬ 


ning.  Most  of  the  pioneers  of  that  early  day  were 
peculiarly  unselfish  in  their  motives  and  their  la¬ 
bors.  What  was  for  the  interest  and  well-being  of  jj }} 
one,  was  the  same  for  all,  and  they  entered  gener- 
ously  into  each  other’s  plans. 

Nathan  C.  Gillilan  was  born  in  Mason  County, 

W.  Va.,  Oct.  5,  1827.  His  father,  William  Gilli¬ 
lan,  was  a  native  of  Greenbrier  County,  now  W.  jj 
Va.,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  moved  to  Mason  ? 
County,  where  he  lived  until  1832.  He  then  re-  jj 
moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Champaign  County,  § 
on  rented  land.  He  remained  in  Ohio  for  ten  jj 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1842,  determined  to  cross  jj 
the  Father  of  Waters  and  locate  further  westward,  jj 
In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married,  his  wife  had  g 
died,  and  he  had  contracted  a  second  alliance.  Now,  9 
accompanied  by  his  second  wife  and  seven  children,  gj 
he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  came  into  the  E 
Hawkeye  State.  Their  outfit  consisted  of  four  gj 
horses  and  two  wagons,  and  they  camped  and  1 
cooked  by  the  way.  They  entered  Linn  County  g 
thirty  days  after  starting.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter  had  settled  here  in  1830;  the  balance  of 
the  family  joined  them,  and  they  moved  into  the  son 
James’  house  in  Brown  Township,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  one  year.  In  the  meantime  the  father 
made  a  claim  in  Brown  Township,  built  a  log  house  jj 
upon  it,  improved  and  cultivated  the  land,  and  re-  5 
mained  there  until  a  few  years  before  his  death.  B 
The  closing  year  of  his  life  was  spent  with  his  son  : 
William,  and  his  death  occurred  in  December,  s 
1855. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  j 
was  Anne  Edmundson.  She  was  a  native  of  Green-  j 
brier  County,  Va.,  and  died  in  Mason  County,  the 
same  State,  in  1832.  By  her  union  with  William 
Gillilan  she  became  the  mother  of  nine  children. 

The  second  wife  of  William  Gillilan  was  Miss 
Lydia  Antrim,  and  by  this  union  there  were  born 
three  children.  This  lad}*-  died  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  in  1843. 

Nathan  C.  Gillilan  was  next  to  the  youngest 
child  of  his  parents  by  the  first  marriage  of  his 
father.  He  was  five  years  old  when  they  removed 
to  Ohio,  and  fifteen  years  of  age  when  they  made 
the  overland  journey  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  He 
attended  the  pioneer  school  and  assisted  his  father 


li 


Bi: 


rilimtui  i  itjxixixu 

rirranimn 


ntflrlxxjLiAi-i  Hxxx: 


XXUXXXXh  XXI  XX  II* 


^3 


in  clearing  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
went  from  home  to  work,  and  money  being  scarce, 
accepted  most  anything  he  could  get  for  pay.  lie 
worked  a  little  more  than  three  months  to  pay  for 
a  $20  colt,  and  when  he  was  twenty  years  old 
worked  a  whole  year  for  $10  per  month.  During 
that  year  he  traded  a  horse  for  forty  acres  of  land, 
and  the  following  year  entered  eighty  acres  in 
Brown  Township,  borrowing  money  and  paying  25 
per  cent  interest.  He  remained  in  possession  of  this 
a  few  years,  then  sold  out  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
140  acres  in  Maine  Township,  lie  erected  a  dwell¬ 
ing  upon  it,  and  without  breaking  any  land,  sold  it 
and  purchased  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  16, 
Maine  Township.  Upon  this  he  erected  a  frame 
house  and  broke  twenty  acres,  then  sold  it  and 
purchased  160  acres  on  another  section  in  the  same 
township.  Here  he  also  built  a  house  and  improved 
and  fenced  the  land,  occupying  it  for  twelve  years, 
then  sold  this  and  purchased  the  place  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies,  on  the  northwest  quar¬ 
ter  of  section  4. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Gillilan  now  presents  one  of  the 
most  attractive  spots  in  Linn  County.  He  has  a 
fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  all  his  land  is  im¬ 
proved,  much  of  it  being  devoted  to  pasture.  Ev¬ 
erything  in  and  about  the  homestead  exhibits  good 
taste,  and  that  system  and  order  without  which 
there  is  confusion  and  misfortune.  His  farming 
implements  and  domestic  animals,  and  all  the  ap¬ 
pliances  for  agriculture  are  of  a  first-class  descrip¬ 
tion.  That  he  has  been  successful  and  accumulated 
a  competency  is  the  result  of  his  own  energy,  indus¬ 
try  and  perseverance,  and  he  may  be  pardoned  if 
he  looks  back  with  a  feeling  of  pride  upon  the  ex¬ 
periences  from  which  he  has  profited  so  wisely  and 
so  well. 

Nathan  C.  Gillilan  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Heaton 
were  united  in  marriage  July  13,  1851.  Mrs.  G. 
is  a  native  of  Pottsdam,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  March  24,  1833.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mehitable  (Eastman)  Heaton,  pioneers 
of  this  county  (see  sketch  of  Orpha  Barber).  Of 
this  union  there  have  been  born  thirteen  children, 
as  follows:  Charles,  Lydia  A.,  Sammy  (deceased), 
Augustus,  Orpha,  Marcus,  Cora  (deceased),  Will¬ 
iam,  Sherman  and  Sheridan  (twins),  J.  Lawrence, 


Mary  and  Oscar  R.  Charles  married  Miss  Mina  L. 
Mimehart,  and  they  have  two  children ;  Lydia  mar¬ 
ried  James  Woodruff,  and  they  have  two  sons; 
Orpha  is  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Good;  they  live  in  Ne¬ 
braska. 

Mr.  Gillilan,  politically,  is  a  conscientious  Repub¬ 
lican  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  assists  in 
promoting  the  principles  of  the  party  which  he  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  the  true  exponent  of  liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice.  Mrs.  Gillilan  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem. 

<\fj  AMES  SMITH,  an  esteemed  citizen  and  re¬ 
tired  merchant  of  Mt.  Vernon,  is  a  native 
of  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  born  March  16, 
1826.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(James)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Loudoun  County, 
Va.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Samuel  Smith,  an  early  settler  of  Ohio,  who  re¬ 
moved  from  his  native  State  of  Virginia  before 
Ohio  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State, 
and  even  before  a  wagon  road  had  been  cut  through 
the  wilderness.  He  removed  his  goods  on  pack- 
horses,  and  made  his  first  location  in  the  woods  in 
Columbiana  Count}'.  He  erected  a  cabin,  cleared 
a  small  area  of  land,  but  remained  there,  however, 
only  a  few  3' ears.  Thence  he  removed  to  Belmont 
County,  and  established  a  flourmill  on  Captina 
Creek.  He  also  established  a  home  there,  and  re¬ 
mained  several  3'ears.  From  there  he  removed  to 
Washington  County,  where  his  life  terminated.  In 
earty  manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Whitaker,  a  lady  who  proved  herself  a  worthy 
companion  and  helpmeet  of  the  old  pioneer;  she 
shared  his  toils  and  travels  bravely  and  courage¬ 
ously,  and  entered  into  her  rest  full  of  years  and 
virtues. 

Thomas  Smith,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
mere  child  when  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio.  He 
was  a  sufferer  from  a  white-swelling  in  one  of  his 
lower  limbs,  and  went  to  live  with  the  Indians  for 
treatment,  making  his  home  with  them  for  more 
than  a  }rear,  and  was  cured  of  his  malady.  He  then 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  was  married,  and 
subsequently’  settled  in  Morgan  County,  where  he 
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spent  the  remainder  of  lii.s  life,  his  decease  occur¬ 
ring  in  Columbiana  County  while  visiting  his  sisters 
there. 

James  Smith  remained  upon  his  father’s  farm 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  receiving  a  fair 
education  in  the  public  schools.  lie  was  energetic 
and  ambitious,  and  anxious  to  follow  somethin”' 
better  than  he  had  known,  lie  accordingly  left 
home  and  went  to  Chesterfield,  Morgan  County, 
where  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store. 
An  experience  of  two  years  satisfied  him  that  there 
was  after  all  nothing  better,  pleasanter  or  more  in¬ 
dependent  than  a  farmer’s  life,  and  perhaps  the 
encouragement  which  had  been  given  him  by  his 
father  in  presenting  him  with  a  farm,  influenced  his 
decision.  So  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits  for 
a  term  of  years  thereafter,  when,  wishing  to  make 
another  change,  he  disposed  of  his  farming  inter¬ 
ests,  removed  to  Pennsville,  and  opened  a  harness 
and  saddle  shop,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  the 
succeeding  eight  or  ten  years.  From  this  he  lapsed 
into  the  dry-goods  trade  again,  being  thus  occupied 
until  1858,  when  he  disposed  of  his  stock  and  com¬ 
menced  dealing  in  horses,  making  his  purchases  in 
Ohio  and  shipping  to  Richmond,  Va.  He  was  in 
that  city  when  the  first  gun  was  fired  against  Sum¬ 
ter.  He  immediately  disposed  of  his  horses  and 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  commenced  buying  horses 
to  dispose  of  to  the  Government,  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  was  engaged  during  the  war.  He  made  his 
residence  in  Pennsville  until  1865,  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  emigrated  to  the  Hawkeye  State,  com¬ 
ing  into  Linn  County,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1866.  He  then  went  to  Tama  City,  in 
the  meantime  having  disposed  of  his  live-stock 
interests.  At  this  latter  place  he  built  the  National 
Hotel,  in  the  management  of  which  he  was  engaged 
foi  several  years.  He  then  sold  out,  purchased  a 
stock  of  drugs,  and  was  engaged  in  this  species  of 
merchandising  until  1871,  when  he  traded  his  stock 
foi  a  farm  in  Marengo,  Iowa  County,  and  removed 
thither. 

Mr.  Smith  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
the  fall  of  1873,  and  then  traded  his  farm  for  a 
stock  of  dry-goods  in  Mt.  Vernon.  Here  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  period  of 
thiiteen  years,  and  was  very  successful,  accumulat- 
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ing  a  competency,  which  he  is  now  enjoying  as  the 
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reward  of  an  active  and  energetic  life. 

The  marriage  of  James  Smith  and  Ruth 
was  celebrated  April  27,  1847.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a 
native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Morris)  King.  The  household 
circle  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  three  children: 
William  M.  (see  sketch);  Caroline  N.,  wife  of  W. 

S.  Doron,  living  in  Mt.  Vernon,  and  Charles  T.,  a 
resident  of  the  same  city. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge 
No.  112,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Dorick  Chapter  of 
lama  City.  He  is  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  man, 
performing  his  part  as  a  husband,  father  and  citizen 
with  credit  and  fidelity.  His  home  is  the  abode  of 
peace  and  good  order,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

I  he  parents  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were 
connected  with  the  Societ}^  of  Friends,  in  which 
faith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  were  reared  and  toward 
which  theyr  lean  with  filial  respect  and  reverence.  £  } 
Mr.  Smith  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Mt.  Vernon 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  is  at  present  Town¬ 
ship  Trustee. 


LLEN  A.  PEDDYCOARD  is  a  well-known 
and  successful  brick  manufacturer,  located 
and  operating  on  section  24,  Rapids  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  here  been  actively  engaged 
for  the  past  twelve  years,  turning  out  annually  about  3  , 
800,000  brick.  He  established  this  business  him-  §  [ 
self  and  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  to  a  high  de-  -  } 
gree  of  success.  He  is  active  and  enterprising,  and 
the  product  of  his  labor  is  of  well-merited  popu¬ 
larity.  He  has  lived  in  this  vicinity  all  his  life, 
having  been  born  near  Lisbon,  in  this  county,  Nov. 

1 4,  1 848,  and  for  the  history  of  his  parents,  we  re¬ 
fer  the  reader  to  the  sketch  of  his  brother.  John  L. 
Peddycoard,  which  will  be  found  on  another  page  l  \ 
of  this  volume. 

The  family  of  our  subject  are  of  good  old  Welsh 
ancestry.  Allen  A.  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  : 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  remained  ; 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  his  ma-  [ 
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jority.  He  selected  for  his  life  partner,  Miss  Lizzie 
Slocum,  who  is  a  native  of  Warren  County,  Ill., 
born  Nov.  22,  1842,  and  to  whom  he  was  married 
Nov.  3,  1874,  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  McLean 
County,  Ill.  The  father  of  Mrs.  P.  was  a  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  a  native  of  New  York  .State,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  his  decease  occurred. 
The  maiden  name  of  her  mother  was  Miss  Nancy 
McCanuon.  She  was  a  Kentucky  lady,  and  is  still 
living,  residing  near  her  daughter  in  this  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  are  the  parents  of  four  children 
— Claude  L.,  Maude  M.,  Albert  C.  and  Nellie. 

Mr.  Peddycoard  is  the  owner  of  fourteen  acres  of 
valuable  land  on  which  his  yards  are  located,  and 
on  which  he  carries  on  a  large  and  increasing  busi¬ 
ness.  He  is  thoroughly  proficient  in  this  branch  of 
manufacture  and  the  products  of  his  kilns  are 
sought  far  and  wide.  Not  alone  a  first-class  manu¬ 
facturer.  he  is  also  a  good  business  man,  honest  and 
upright  in  his  dealings,  and  making  friends  and 
patrons  with  whomever  he  comes  in  contact.  He 
is  considered  a  good  member  of  the  community,  and 
with  his  excellent  wife,  is  an  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  Rapids 
Township.  In  politics  he  is  a  solid  Republican, 
with  which  party  he  casts  his  honest  vote  and  whose 
principles  he  believes  to  be  the  best  of  anjr  polit¬ 
ical  party  in  this  country. 


J.  WHITFIELD,  of  the  Eagle  Woolen- 
Mill,  Cedar  Rapids,  born  May  1,  1854,  in 
England,  is  a  son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Mitchel)  Whitfield,  born  in  the  same  coun¬ 
try.  The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1858,  and  settled  at  Girard,  Pa.,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods  for  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  embarked  in  the  same  business. 
For  a  further  sketch  of  their  lives,  the  reader  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  biography  of  John  Whitfield,  in 
another  part  of  this  work. 

M.  J.  Whitfield  spent  his  younger  days  attend¬ 
ing  the  common  schools,  and,  since  attaining  the 
age  of  maturity,  has  been  associated  with  his  father 
in  business,  having  charge  of  the  sales  and  books 


of  the  Eagle  Woolen-Mills.  He  was  married  to  ; 
Miss  Belle  Hudson  in  1882.  She  is  a  native 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  Hud¬ 
son.  In  politics  Mr.  Whitfield  is  a  Democrat. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  K.  of  T.  He  has  a  good  residence  at  No.  74 
Third  avenue,  and  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  push  and  tact  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
The  business  with  which  he  is  connected  has  an  an¬ 
nual  trade  of  about  $150,000,  and  their  manufact¬ 
ured  goods  are  sold  from  New  York  to  Denver. 


ARNET  LUTZ.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  beginning  of  this  narrative 
is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Linn  County, 
having  come  within  its  boundaries  in  the 
year  1839.  His  name  is  a  revered  and  familiar  one 
throughout  this  part  of  the  State,  and  he  is  at 
present  Mayor  of  the  recently  incorporated  town  of 
Kenwood  Park.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
business,  and  is  residing  on  his  fine  homestead 
within  the  environs  of  Kenwood,  where  he  has 
lived  for  the  last  three  years.  His  early  life  was 
passed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while  yet  a 
youth  he  developed  that  strict  morality  and  superior 
business  talent  which  has  placed  him  in  the  position 
he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Lutz  is  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  and 
was  born  Sept.  12,  1816.  His  father,  Martin  Lutz, 
was  a  substantial  Pennsylvania  farmer,  and  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Keystone 
State.  His  marriage  occurred  there,  and  the  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Catharine  Cline,  a  native  of 
the  same  State.  They  were  both  of  pure  German 
ancestry,  and  remained  in  the  eastern  part  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  a  few  years  after  their  marriage,  then 
crossed  the  Alleghanies  and  located  in  Fayette 
County,  and  there  established  a  home.  They  were 
energetic  and  industrious,  and  transmitted  these 
qualities  in  a  large  degree  to  their  descendants. 
They  cultivated  the  soil,  attended  carefully  to  the 
mental  and  physical  needs  of  their  family,  and 
their  lives  terminated  in  Fayette  County,  where 
they  left  a  noble  record  of  good  deeds.  The  de¬ 
cease  of  the  father  occurred  in  March,  1855,  at  the 
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"g®  of  seventy -eight  years.  The  mother  had  passed 
away  some  years  previously,  in  18:52,  at  the  age  of 
fit ty.  1  hey  were  zealous  and  active  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  but  after  the  decease  of  the 
early  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  the  father 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  died  in 
that  faith.  lie  was  twice  married,  the  second  time 
to  Mrs.  Christina  (Kramer)  Scott,  who  lived  to  be 
nearly  eighty-four  years  old,  but  is  now  deceased. 
She  also  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her 
first  marriage  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  living  are  Oliver 
Scott,  Mrs.  Martha  Fields  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Core. 

Barnet  Lutz  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  his  parents,  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters.  The  record  is  as  follows :  David  is  a 
resident  of  Abingdon,  Knox  Co.,  Ill.,  a  well-to-do 
and  retired  farmer,  and  has  arrived  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-five  years;  Catharine  is  the  wife  of 
Hugh  McKee,  and  lives  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
where  her  husband  died  in  January,  1886.  She  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
she  has  been  deprived  of  by  death.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  is  the  third  child;  the  deceased  are 
Geoige,  the  eldest,  who  died  and  left  a  large  family 
of  children;  his  wife  has  recently  followed  him  to 
the  silent  land,  having  died  July  14,  1886;  Susan 
was  the  wife  of  Christian  Best;  Sarah  married  John 
Patterson ;  he  is  also  deceased,  as  are  both  Henry 
and  his  wife;  Adam  died  after  his  second  marriage, 
the  second  wife  survives  him;  William  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  his  widow  is  still  living;  Barbara  died 
when  a  young  woman. 

Mr.  Lutz  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
received  a  common-school  education.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  M.  Kramer  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  March  1,  1835.  This 
lady  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Rachel 
(Knotts)  Kramer,  natives  of  Fayette  and  Greene 
Counties,  Pa.,  respectively.  They  were  of  stanch 
old  German  ancestry,  and  in  early  years  the  father 
was  occupied  as  a  glass-blower,  lie  afterward  be¬ 
came  interested  in  farming  pursuits,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  until  the  close  of  his  life,  abandoning  its 
more  active  duties  in  his  last  years.  He  died  in 
1 872,  having  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years.  The  mother  passed  away  while  a  young 


woman,  and  by  her  death  four  sons  and  three  : 
daughters  were  deprived  of  the  tenderest  maternal  ■ 
care. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  remained  in  her  father’s  jj 
house  and  was  educated  in  her  native  county.  By  i 
hci  marriage  with  Mr.  Lutz  she  has  become  the  ? 
mother  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and  |j 
two  daughters  are  deceased.  Christina  is  the  wife  § 
of  Henry  Strong,  a  farmer,  and  they  are  located  in  la 
Marion  Township;  Caroline  married  Mr.  J.  J. Waite,  |  1 
who  is  also  a  farmer,  and  their  home  is  in  Kansas;  |l 
Sai  ah  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Cooper,  and  they 
are  following  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  Bertram 
Township;  Mary  was  united  in  marriage  with  John 
A.  Smith,  and  they  are  now  residents  of  the  suburbs 
of  Cedai  Rapids;  Joseph,  deceased,  was  a  minister 
in  good  standing  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church, 
and  was  stationed  at  Essex,  Iowa;  he  was  married 
to  Miss  May  Brockway,  and  they  had  four  chil-  § 
dren;  Joseph  Lutz  died  Nov.  13,  1886,  of  typhoid  g 
fever,  leaving  a  wife  and  four  children;  John  E.  g 
selected  for  his  life  partner  Miss  Georgie  Miller  c 
(see  sketch  of  G.  "W  .  Lutz);  the  youngest  son  is  3 
George  W.  The  mother  of  this  interesting  family  1 

was  born  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  Sept.  28, 1818.  Four  [ 

years  after  their  marriage  they  came  west. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnet  Lutz  are  earnest  and  con-  i 
sistent  members  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  L.  is  a  Class-Leader,  and  a  useful  and  active 
worker  in  the  cause  of  religion.  Politically  he  is  a 
solid  Republican,  and  casts  his  vote  conscientiously  : 
with  that  party. 

\\  hen  Mr.  Lutz  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Hawkey e  State  he  made  the  journey  by  steamboats 
and  ox-teams.  He  first  located  at  Linn  Grove,  and 
soon  after  bought  a  claim  between  Cedar  Rapids 
and  Mai  ion,  for  $1.2o  per  acre,  which  now  forms 
a  part  of  Kenwood  Park.  Two  houses  which  he 
built  since  that  time  have  crumbled  away,  while 
their  sturdy  architect  still  remains  hale  and  hearty. 

The  first  flour  which  furnished  food  to  the  family 
was  ground  in  a  kettle,  with  an  iron  wedge,  and 
his  first  grist  was  taken  to  mill  at  Maquoketa.  At 
that  time,  also,  he  drove  his  hogs  to  Dubuque  to 
market,  and  for  his  mail  went  overland  to  the  Mus¬ 
catine  post-office,  paying  twenty-five  cents  for  each  : 
letter  received.  The  advent  of  the  first  stage  coach  :  * 


IpBaaBiilaaaSS 


U :  was  an  exciting  occurrence,  and  to  speak  of  the 
}  ?|  changes  which  this  old  pioneer  has  noted  with  a 
:  keenly  observant  eye  would  fill  much  more  than  the 
space  of  a  brief  biography.  Upon  the  spot  where  he 
first  saw  the  sapling  growing,  the  towering  oak  now 
rears  its  majestic  crest,  hoary  with  the  lapse  of 
years.  Where  the  dense  underbrush  sheltered  the 
smaller  animals,  a  beautiful  suburban  town  is  now 
established  upon  the  site  of  his  first  homestead. 

While  Mr.  Lutz  was  absent,  visiting  his  birth¬ 
place  in  the  old  Keystone  State,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  which  has  recently  been  conferred  upon 
him,  and  which  is  the  greatest  honor  which  his  old 
friends  and  fellow-citizens  could  bestow  as  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  respect  for  and  confidence  in  him. 
He  is  now  seventy  years  of  age,  but  is  strong  and 
erect,  possessing  much  of  the  vigor  of  his  early 
manhood.  His  clear,  bright  intellect  is  unimpaired, 
and  he  is  still  regarded  the  wise  counselor  and  safe 
adviser  as  of  old.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  fill  the 
place  of  Barnet  Lutz  when  he  shall  have  been  gath¬ 
ered  to  his  fathers,  but  he  is  still  capable  of  weath¬ 
ering  many  winters  and  of  filling  the  place  in  the 
1  community  which  he  has  so  long  and  so  worthily 
occupied. 

HRISTIAN  MAGNUS,  proprietor  of  the 
Eagle  Brewery,  located  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
was  born  March  19,  1834,  in  Giessen,  a 
3  town  of  Germany,  Grand jDuchy  of  Hesse  Darm¬ 
stadt,  capital  of  Ober-Hessen,  on  the  Lahn,  noted 
for  its  ^University ^founded;  in  1607,  and  famous 
for  its  School  of  Chemistry  and  also  its  Normal 
School  and  School  of  Forest  Economy,  and  other 
institutions Jof  learning,  and  possessing  a.library  of 
1 50, 000  j volumes.  He  is  a  son  of  Carl  and  Eliza- 

“  — j 

beth  (Selzer)  Magnus,  natives  of  Germany  and  born 
in  the  same  town  as  our  subject.  The  father  was  a 
brewer,  and  continued  in  that  business  through 
He  was  born  Jan.  18,  1808,  and  died  Feb.  6, 
1871,  in  his  native  land.  The  mother  was  born 
July  31,  1807,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1850.  They  had 
-  a  family  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Carl,  a  resident  of  Germany;  Johannetta 
J  =  married  C.  Schaad,  and  they  are  living  at  Cedar 
Rapids;  Christine  and  Fritz  live  in  the  Faderland, 
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and  our  subject,  who  was  first  in  order  of  birth. 
The  father  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  his  native 
town,  well-to-do  in  this  world’s  goods,  and  gave  to 
all  his  children  a  good  opportunity  to  secure  a 
thorough  education.  He  was  a  gentleman  univer¬ 
sity  loved  and  respected  by  those  who  knew  him. 

Christian  Magnus  attended  school  in  his  native 
land  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  took  a 
preparatory  course  for  the  University.  He  subse¬ 
quently  traveled  through  Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
Leipsic,  Aachen  and  Eisenach,  and  was  engaged  for 
three  years  in  thus  traveling-  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  his  trade  as  a  brewer.  Returning  home, 
he  remained  for  awhile,  and  then  set  sail  for  the 
United  States,  arriving  in  New  York  City  in  1857. 
He  remained  in  the  metropolis  until  January  of  the 
following  year,  1858,  when  he_came  west  and  loca¬ 
ted  at  Dubuque,  going  thence  to  Winneshiek 
County,  this  State.  Ihere  he  started  a  brewery 
for  a  Frenchman,  and  of  which  he  was  foreman 
until  1859,  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  became 
an  employe  as  maltster  for  Lill  &  Diversy,  and  also 
worked  for  Conrad  Seipp.  In  September,  1859,  he 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  started  a  brewery  for 
Jacob  Wetzel,  which  was  located  where  Mr.  Mao-, 
nus’  brewery  now  stands.  Our  subject  was  fore¬ 
man  for  Mr.  Wetzel  two  years,  when  he  went  to 
Kankakee,  Ill.,  and,  in  partnership  with  George 
Diehl,  staited  another  brewery.  They  continued 
in  partnership  for  two  3'curs,  when  Mr.  Magnus  sold 
his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  returning  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  became  a  partner  of  Jacob  Wetzel,  for 
whom  he  had  previously  erected  the  brewery. 

The  partnership  of  our  subject  with  Mr.  Wetzel 
continued  until  1868,  when  Mr.  Magnus  purchased 
Mr.  Wetzel’s  interest,  and  has  since  continued  the 
business  alone.  In  18/3  our  subject  was  burned 
out,  sustaining  a  loss  of  between  $8,000  and 
$10,000,  but  in  18/5  rebuilt.  ’When  the  brewery 
was  first  started  its  capacity  was  only  400  barrels 
per  year,  but  its  present  capacity  is  25,000  barrels, 
and  the  malting  capacity  60,000  bushels  of  barley 
per  year.  Mr.  Magnus  employed,  prior  to  the  Pro¬ 
hibitory  Law,  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  men,  and 
was  doing  an  exceedingly  good  business,  his  salts 
having  been  constantly  on  the  increase.  Ilis' brew¬ 
ery  is  on  Sixth  avenue  and  Eighth  street,  and  his 
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residence  on  Fifth  street  and  A  avenue,  lie  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Savings  Bank. 

Mr.  Magnus  was  married  in  18(54  to  Miss  Mary 
Wetzel,  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  daughter 
of  Jacob  Wetzel,  a  native  of  France.  Socially  Mr. 
Magnus  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.,  and  has 
held  all  the  ollices  of  that  order.  He  was  City  Al¬ 
derman  of  the  First  Ward  for  two  years,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  tax-payers  in  Cedar  Rapids.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  President  of 
the  Iowa  Brewers’  Association  for  four  consecutive 
37ears,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  as  such  the  publishers  of  this 
work  are  pleased  to  present  his  portrait  on  an  ac¬ 
companying  page. 

I  RAM  W.  WINANS,  retired  from  an  active 
agricultural  life,  and  residing  at  Springville, 
is  a  son  of  M.  P.  Winans,  whose  biography 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Hiram  was 
boi’n  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  4,  1830,  and 
lived  at  home  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  when  he 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  cooper’s  trade,  at  which 
he  worked  for  about  six  months.  Returning  to  the 
old  homestead  he  continued  laboring  at  agricultural 
pursuits  until  he  had  attained  his  majority. 

On  becoming  his  own  man,  our  subject,  hearing 
of  the  advantages  offered  west  of  the  Father  of 
Waters,  and  hoping  to  better  his  financial  condition 
in  life,  came  to  this  State.  Arriving  here  in  1852, 
he  settled  in  Johnson  County,  and  thei’e  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1855,  occupied  the  while  in  farming. 
Then  l’emoving  to  Springville,  he,  in  company  xvith 
his  father,  built  a  steam  sawmill,  which  they  jointly 
operated  until  the  fall  of  1859,  when  our  subject’s 
father  sold  his  interest  to  Daniel  Loomis,  and  the 
mill  was  removed  to  Linn  Township.  Our  subject 
and  Mr.  Loomis  continued  in  the  milling  business 
together  until  1862,  when  the  interest  Mr.  Loomis 
had  purchased  reverted  back  to  our  subject’s  father, 
and  father  and  son  continued  to  operate  the  mill 
until  1863.  During  that  year  Hiram  enlisted  in 
Co.  H,  24th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Savan-  ! 
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nah,  fia.,  in  July,  1865.  Returning  from  the  field 
of  conflict,  our  subject  engaged  in  carpentering  for 
a  while,  and  then,  selling  his  interest  in  the  mill,  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Maine  Township,  this  county, 
on  which  he  located  with  his  family,  and  there  la- 
boi’ed  until  1872.  He  then  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  Springville,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He 
has  erected  a  fine  residence  in  that  place  just  south 
of  the  bridge,  in  which  he  and  his  family  reside. 

Mr.  Winans  was  married  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
May  27,  1852,  to  Priscilla  A.,  daughter  of  John  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Persinger)  Hollingshead,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Removing  from  that  State,  her 
parents  located  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where  the 
father  died.  His  wife  subsequently  came  to  Spring¬ 
ville,  where  her  demise  occured.  Mrs.  Winans  of 
this  notice  was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  Nov. 
24,  1832,  and  died  March  27,  1884.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject,  four  children  were  born — Moses 
W.,  Ella,  Myrtle  M.,  and  Ivie  D.  Moses  is  a  stone¬ 
mason  by  trade  and  a  resident  of  Nebraska:  Ella 
is  the  wife  of  Evart  McShane,  and  they  are  living 
in  Springville;  and  M}rrtle  and  Ivie  live  with  their 
parents.  Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  Consta¬ 
ble  for  two  yeai’s,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of 
the  Council  of  Springville.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist 
in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
through  policy. 
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This  gentleman 
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ffiOHN  L.  PEDDYCOARD 

fills  a  very  important  position  in  the  build¬ 
ing  up  of  the  community,  being  a  successful 
manufacturer  of  brick,  and  carrying  on  his 
business  just  outside  of  the  city  limits  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  on  section  23,  Rapids  Township.  Hei’e  he 
is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  ten  acres,  underneath 
the  surface  of  which  are  fine  beds  of  clay  and  sand¬ 
stone,  which  he  opened  up  on  his  own  account  in 
1880.  His  works  have  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  : 
brick  annually,  which  in  quality  of  material  and 
manufacture,  compares  favorably  with  the  best 
building  bi’ick  in  the  city.  Previous  to  commenc¬ 
ing  operations  at  this  point,  Mr.  P.  had  been  oc¬ 
cupied  four  years  on  a  site  east  of  his  present  loca¬ 
tion,  on  section  34,  and  the  result  of  his  operations 
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there  he  speaks  of  with  great  satisfaction.  He  is  a 
man  of  determined  energy,  and  obtained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  his  business  before  starting  out  on 
his  own  account,  consequently  he  was  enabled  to 
till  all  contracts  with  perfect  satisfaction  to  the 
customers  who  soon  began  to  flock  around  him  in 
large  numbers.  His  business  transactions  now  ex¬ 
tend  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  own  community, 
and  the  product  of  his  labor  has  a  widespread  and 
excellent  reputation. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  Linn 
County,  and  was  born  near  Lisbon,  Aug.  4,  1852. 
It  will  be  seen  by  this  that  he  is  a  man  yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  while  at  the  same  time,  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  remarkable  changes  in  the  once  Territory 
and  now  State  in  which  he  holds  an  interest,  not 
only  financially,  but  because  it  is  the  place  of  his 
nativity.  The  name  of  his  father  was  Nathan 
Peddycoard.  He  was  born  in  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  there  married  and  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  emigrated  to  Iowa 
:  late  in  the  “  40’s,”  and  was  consequents  one  of 
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the  pioneer  settlers  of  Linn  County.  Here  he  se¬ 
ll  cured  a  good  tract  of  Government  land,  improved 
this  and,  being  quite  ambitious  and  enterprising, 
j  went  over  into  Buchanan  County,  and  there  also 
purchased  and  improved  a  large  farm,  in  the  mean- 
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time  having  disposed  of  the  farm  near  Lisbon. 
Upon  this  latter  purchase  he  remained  ten  years, 
then  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1884,  when  he  proceeded  to 
Chicago,  became  a  resident  of  that  cit}?,  and  is  now 
living  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  The 
mother  died  upon  the  old  homestead,  of  consump¬ 
tion,  on  Aug.  2,  1880,  at  the  age  of  about  fifty- 
eight  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  fifth  of  a  family 
of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Six 
of  these  are  married  and  have  established  homes 
:  for  themselves,  all  but  one  living  in  Linn  County. 
J.  L.  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he  became  of 
age,  and  was  educated  in  the  township  schools  and 
the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Upon  becoming  of  age, 
he  turned  his  steps  toward  Nebraska,  and  settled 
near  Lincoln  upon  a  homestead  of  eigtby  acres. 
Upon  this  he  labored  hard  and  brought  it  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  after  eight  years  of  weary - 
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ing  toil,  through  the  manipulations  of  “  land- 
sharks,”  he  lost  the  whole  of  it.  Besides  his  labor 
he  had  paid  quite  an  amount  of  money  for  taxes. 
This,  of  course,  was  a  great  set-back  to  his  youth¬ 
ful  projects,  but  he  soon  recovered  his  courage  and 
set  about  the  struggle  anew,  for  a  home  and  a 
competency,  to  which  he  has  attained  in  an  emi¬ 
nently  satisfactory  manner.  After  his  experience 
in  Nebraska,  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and 
selected  a  helpmeet  to  assist  him  in  securing  his 
fortune.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Rapids  Town¬ 
ship,  Aug.  2.  1874,  at  which  time  Miss  Edith  M. 
Garlow  became  his  wife.  This  lady  is  a  native 
of  Missouri,  born  Dec.  4,  1854.  Her  parents  came 
into  Rapids  Township  when  she  was  an  infant,  and 
here,  under  the  parental  roof,  she  was  reared  to 
years  of  womanhood.  The  result  of  this  union  is 
four  children,  viz. :  Florence  M'.,  Frederick,  Grace 
A.’  and  Myrtle  8.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  are  active 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Rapids 
Township,  and  politically  Mr.  P.  bears  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  a  first-class  Democrat. 
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R.  ST.  V.  MARTINITZ  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
a  representative  of  that  Bohemian  element 
which  is  scattered  all  over  the  State  of  Iowa 
and  has  assisted  greatly  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  its  agricultural  districts  as  well  as  its  cities. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Bohemia 
in  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Hero  N.  and  Heller  (Fran- 
ziska)  Martinitz,  also  natives  of  the  same  country. 
The  father  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  car¬ 
rying  on  mixed  husbandry  until  the  termination  of 
his  earthty  labors.  His  decease  occurred  in  1 859,  and 
the  mother  departed  this  life  six  years  later,  in  1865. 
The  family  household  included  seventeen  children, 
only  six  of  whom  are  living.  Five  of  these  remain 
in  their  native  Bohemia,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
being  the  only  member  of  the  family  who  came  to 
this  country. 

Dr.  Martinitz  bade  farewell  to  his  native  land  in 
1868,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  landed  upon  Ameri¬ 
can  shores.  He  had  received  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion  in  early  youth,  attending  the  common  schools, 
and  entering  college  at  thirteen  years  of  age.  He 
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graduated  from  the  literary  department  of  Lietmar- 
itz  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  then  entered 
the  medical  college  of  Goethen,  remaining  there 
until  twenty-two  years  old.  After  graduating  from 
this  institution  he  turned  his  steps  toward  the  New 
World. 

After  reaching  the  United  States,  Dr.  Martinitz 
proceeded  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Rochester, 
that  State,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years,  and 
built  up  a  fine  practice,  lie  was  studious  and  very 
anxious  to  become  a  proficient  in  his  profession, 
and  not  satisfied  with  the  advantages  he  had  already 
received,  he  determined  to  still  further  advance 
himself  in  the  intricacies  of  his  chosen  profession. 
He  had  great  faith  in  the  methods  of  instruction 
pursued  in  the  colleges  of  his  native  land,  and  he 
accordingly  returned  there  and  took  another  course 
of  study  in  the  University  of  Prague.  lie  was  well 
Ml  pleased  with  the  result  of  this  experience,  and  re¬ 
turning  to  America  again  sought  the  State  of  Min¬ 
nesota,  this  time  settling  in  Northfield,  where  he  en- 
~l  gaged  in  practice  and  remained  until  1881.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Grand  Forks,  Dak.,  and  resolv¬ 
ing  for  a  time  to  rest  from  his  professional  duties, 
he  became  interested  in  the  real  estate  business.  He 
was  occupied  in  this  for  five  years,  then  proceeded 
to  Chicago,  took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  College,  and  prepared  to  resume  his  old 
practice. 

In  March,  1880,  Dr.  Martinitz  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  and  opened  an  office  in  the  Carpenter  Block. 
Although  his  stay  here  has  been  brief,  he  has  rea¬ 
son  to  feel  greatly  encouraged  at  the  prospect  be¬ 
fore  him.  His  fine  education  and  native  talent  can 
not  fail  to  open  up  to  him  a  successful  future,  while 
his  qualities  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  will  further  aid 
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=41  him  in  the  pathway  of  posperity. 

In  1874  Dr.  Martinitz  was  united 
with  Miss  Amelia  AVeber, 


daughter 


m 

of  Bernard 

j  AVeber,  Esq.,  of  Casselton,  Dak.  Mrs.  M.,  like  her 
husband,  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  came  with  her 
father  to  America  in  1 8G8.  They  first  settled  in  Owa- 
tonna,  Minn.,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm 
11  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1878,  and 
then  removed  to  Casselton,  Dak.,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  same  occupation. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  are  earnest  adherents  of  the  Catho- 
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lie  faith,  and  the  supporting  pillars  of  that  church 
in  this  community.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  :  i 
and  socially  is  a  popular  member  of  the  community.  1 
lie  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  property,  and  has  an 
interest  in  G40  acres  of  land  near  Grand  Forks, 
Minn.,  which  is  undergoing  improvements,  and  is  [ 
the  possessor  of  other  real  estate,  a  large  dwelling- 
house  and  lots  in  the  same  town.  He  is  also  a 
stock-holder  in  a  gold  mine  in  Colorado.  His  life 
promises  to  be  a  busy  one,  and  his  energy  and  per-  5  i 
severance  are  apparently  equal  to  the  occasion. 


ON.  ROBERT  SMYTH,  of  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  comes  from  a  long  line  of  honorable 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Eden  Parish, 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  Feb.  2G,  1814.  He 
is  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Nancy  (McElhenny)  jj  ; 
Smyth,  who  were  descendants  of  a  part  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Scottish  ancestry,  and  who  removed  from 
their  native  country  and  settled  in  Ireland  during 
the  time  of  the  Catholic-Protestant  wars,  they  be¬ 
ing  Presbyterians. 

The  father  of  Robert  Smyth  was  a  farmer  by  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  Robert  was  educated  in  the  private 
schools  common  in  those  days.  He  made  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  1834,  and  on  the  24th  day 
of  April  of  that  year  set  sail  from  Londonderry, 
Ireland,  on  the  ship  “  Edmond,”  and  after  a  safe 
voyage  landed  in  Philadelphia  on  the  13tli  day  of 
June.  He  went  directly  to  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
and  engaged  as  a  laborer  in  the  harvest-field  at  fif¬ 
ty  cents  a  day.  After  the  harvest  was  over  he  en¬ 


gaged 


in 
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two  months,  and  in  the 


commenced  teaching  a  subscription  school,  in  which 
he  was  occupied  about  a  year.  He  then  went  to 
Loysbnrg,  in  Bedford  County,  and  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store.  For  the  first  year’s  labor 
he  received  $60  in  cash  and  his  board  and  washing; 
the  next  year  he  received  $80,  and  $20  extra  for 
remaining  in  the  position  for  two  years.  After 
this  his  wages  were  increased  to  $200  per  year,  and 
he  continued  to  clerk  until  1840.  In  March  of  that 
year  he  resigned  his  position  and  started  for  what 
was  then  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  going  by  stage 
from  Hollidaysburg  to  Pittsburgh,  thence  by  steam¬ 
er  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  thence  up  the  Mississippi 
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to  Bloomington,  now  Muscatine,  and  thence  into 
Linn  County  on  foot.  His  first  stopping-place  was 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Craig,  a  countryman  of  his, 
whei-e  he  remained  three  or  four  months.  He  had, 
in  the  meantime,  purchased  a  claim  adjoining  the 
farm  of  Mr.  Craig,  on  section  8  of  what  is  now 
Franklin  Township.  There  was  a  log  cabin  on  the 
place,  and  eight  acres  had  been  broken.  He  put 
in  a  crop  of  wheat,  potatoes  and  corn  that  year.  In 
July  his  sister  and  brother-in-law,  Robert  Alexan¬ 
der,  came  and  settled  on  this  claim,  each  owning 
one-half,  and  Mr.  Smyth  lived  with  them  for  two 
years,  when  his  parents  came  over,  and  after  estab¬ 
lishing  them  comfortably  in  a  home,  he  went  to 
live  with  them.  The  land  in  this  region  was  not 
surveyed  until  some  time  after  Mr.  Smyth  came 
here,  and  when  it  did  come  into  market  he  was  de¬ 
tailed  as  bidder  for  all  the  land  in  this  township ; 
this  was  in  1843.  His  father  entered  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  8,  which  he  divided  among  his 
children,  his  son  Robert  securing  forty  acres.  The 
nearest  markets  at  this  time  were  Muscatine  and 
Dubuque.  St.  Louis  was  a  better  market,  and  for 
several  years  he  loaded  his  produce  upon  fiatboats 
and  shipped  it  there.  For  two  years  he  did  all  his 
farm  work,  with  the  exception  of  plowing  corn, 
with  oxen,  and  drew  his  grain  to  Muscatine  with 
them. 

Mr.  Smyth  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  July  2,  1846,  the  lady  of 
his  choice  being  Miss  Margaret  Moffitt.  She  was  a 
native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Bessie  (Armstrong)  Moffitt,  of 
Cedar  County,  this  State.  Previous  to  this  our 
subject  had  built  a  log  house  on  the  site  of  his 
present  home,  in  which  the  young  couple  com¬ 
menced  housekeeping,  and  remained  there  until 
1852. 

Mr.  Smytli  and  his  faithful  helpmeet  had  been 
industrious  and  frugal,  and  had  accumulated  con¬ 
siderable  means  as  the  reward  of  their  labors.  In 
the  year  above  mentioned  Mr.  Smyth  abandoned 
farming,  and,  going  to  Marion,  engaged  in  banking 
and  real  estate  business,  and  was  thus  occupied  for 
ten  years.  He  had  retained  possession  of  his  farm, 
and  erected  a  fine  brick  dwelling  upon  it  in  1866, 
to  which  he  retired  with  his  family,  and  has  made 


it  his  home  since  that  time.  The  homestead  is  one 
of  the  attractive  features  of  the  landscape  in  Frank¬ 
lin  Township,  and  everything  in  and  about  it  indi¬ 
cates  the  existence  of  ample  means  and  cultivated 
tastes,  with  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  a  large  share 
of  its  luxuries. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Smyth  was  born  in  1826,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  1840.  After 
reaching  American  shores  they  came  direetty  to 
Iowa,  going  into  Cedar  County  at  the  time  of  its 
earliest  settlement.  They  located  in  Mason’s 
Grove,  which  is  now  in  Cass  Township,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smyth  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  John  J.  married  Miss 
Ella  W.  Warren ;  she  was  born  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  Warren,  also 
an  early  settler;  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil 
War,  and  died  in  the  service.  John  J.  Smyth  is  a 
farmer,  his  land  adjoining  that  of  his  father ;  he  has 
two  children,  Helen  and  Anna.  William  A.  has  a 
farm  on  section  17  of  this  township.  Elizabeth, 
the  eldest  daughter,  is  at  home  with  her  parents; 
Anna  married  Mr.  S.  E.  Holden,  of  Napa  City,  Cal., 
and  resides  at  that  place,  having  gone  there  as  pre¬ 
ceptress  of  Napa  College.  Mrs.  Holden  taught 
several  terms  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  public  school, 
and  stood  very  high  in  her  profession.  She  has 
three  children,  named  Robert  Smyth,  Harold  E. 
and  Grace  E.  Mr.  Holden  is  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  a  graduate  of  Middleton  College; 
he  is  dealing  in  tanning  and  wool. 

The  enterprising  and  energetic  qualities  in  the 
character  of  Mr.  Smyth  were  recognized  very  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  this  vicinity,  and  he  was  marked 
out  as  destined  to  be  a  leader  in  his  community. 
After  the  organization  of  the  township,  and  when 
it  became  necessary  that  some  one  should  fill  the 
minor  offices,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  first  in¬ 
cumbents.  He  was  the  first  Postmaster  in  Franklin 
Township,  which  remained  the  only  office  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  some  time,  and  he  was  Township  Clerk  soon 
after  it  became  necessary  to  have  such  an  official. 
He  advanced,  step  by  step,  and  in  the  fall  of  1843 
was  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legisla¬ 
ture,  and  in  1846,  after  the  State  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  he  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  First 
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General  Assembly,  and  a  State  Senator  in  the  fall 
of  1 807.  In  188;}  lie  was  elected  to  the  Lower 
House,  and  served  on  the  important  committees  of 
the  session,  among  them  the  Committee  on  Consti¬ 
tutional  Amendments,  which  then  was  considered 
as  of  the  first  importance.  At  this  time,  also,  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Suppres¬ 
sion  of  Intemperance,  and  engineered  the  bill 
through  the  House. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  of  Mr.  Smyth  was  cast 
for  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  was  an  Abolitionist 
from  the  start,  and  in  1852  voted  for  J.  P.  Hale. 
At  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
185(5,  Mr.  Smyth  voted  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican  since  that  time.  In  the 
fall  of  1801,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  he  was  appointed  Paymaster  in  the  army.  He 
remained  in  this  position,  and  was  engaged  in  other 
duties  connected  with  the  service  until  the  year 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  his  department 
served  creditably  and  with  satisfaction  to  all  con¬ 
cerned;  He  was  at  St.  Louis  the  greater  part  of 
three  years,  and  afterward  at  Davenport,  and  in  his 
capacity  of  Paymaster  visited  the  soldiers  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Iowa, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

The  family  of  Mr.  Smyth  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  in  Franklin  Township.  In  their  habits 
of  life  and  general  character  they  are  true  and 
worthy  descendants  of  their  good  old  Scottish  an¬ 
cestors.  They  have  assisted  in  advancing  and 
maintaining  the  position  of  Franklin  Township  as 
one  of  the  best  sections  of  Linn  County,  in  point 
of  morality,  intelligence  and  education.  To  such 
men  as  Hon.  Robert  Smyth  is  due  the  present  im¬ 
portance  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 


AMUEL  A.  KURTZ,  one  of  the  enterpris¬ 
ing  young  citizens  of  Lisbon,  which  is  his 
native  place,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1854,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  E.  and  Esther  (Hershey) 
He  received  his  eai’ly  education  in  the 
schools,  and  when  he  had  graduated  there 
attended  three  terms  at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non.  When  not  in  school,  he  assisted  his  father  as 


Kurtz, 
public 


•igasa 
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clerk,  and  became  so  familiar  with  business  details, 
that  in  1878  he  decided  to  establish  a  business  for 
himself.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
II.  C.  Kurtz,  and  the  firm  has  since  continued  suc¬ 
cessfully,  and  with  a  growing  trade.  They  are  active^ 
enterprising  young  men,  genial  and  obliging,  and 
making  many  friends  both  in  a  business  and  social 
way. 

Samuel  A.  Kurtz  and  Miss  Ella  Auracher  were 
united  in  marriage  Feb.  21,  1878.  Mrs.  K.  is  the 
daughter  of  Gotleib  and  Elizabeth  Auracher,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children — Clara,  Bessie  and  Es¬ 
ther. 

Politically  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  solid  Republican,  and 
is  rapidly  becoming  a  leader  among  the  younger 
men  of  his  community.  The  firm  of  H.  C.  and  S. 
A.  Kurtz  have  of  late  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  to  furnish  ties,  piles  and 
wood.  They  are  industrious  and  ambitious,  and 
whenever  they  can  take  in  any  additional  branch  to 
an  already  extensive  business,  are  always  ready  to 
do  so,  preferring  to  have  their  hands  more  than  full 
rather  than  spend  any  valuable  time  in  idleness. 
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H.  RANK  is  the  well-known  proprietor 
one  of  the  favorite  livery  stables  of  Ma¬ 
in  addition  to  this  he  also  carries  on 
a  feed  and  sale  stable  and  billiard  hall,  and  by  his  w 
genial  disposition,  and  fair  and  square  dealing  has 
become  well  and  widely  known  throughout  the 
city.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  the 
Prairie  State,  being  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ill.,  in 
18G1.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Hollinger)  Rank.  The  father  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Pa.,  from  which  State  he  emigrated  , 
some  years  ago,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cedar  :  L 
Rapids.  The  mother  was  also  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  departed  this  life  at  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  in  1884. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Rank  came  to  Iowa  in  18G8,  and 
two  years  later  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was 
engaged  as  a  passenger  brakeman  of  the  B.  C.  R.  A 
N.  R.  R.,  two  years.  The  exposure  during  the 
winter  season  proved  very  severe,  and  the  labors 
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of  the  road  generally,  became  irksome,  and  he  de¬ 
cided  to  make  a  change  in  his  business.  A  favor¬ 
able  opportunity  occurring,  he  engaged  in  the  res¬ 
taurant  business,  and  remained  thus  occupied  until 
March,  1886.  He  then  became  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  kerosene  oil  at  Marion,  which  he  abandoned 
in  July  following  to  establish  his  present  business. 
In  connection  with  this  he  also  runs  an  omnibus  to 
and  from  the  railway  depots,  and  the  different 
branches  of  his  business  now  afford  him  a  comfort¬ 
able  income. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Rank  and  Miss  Nellie  Tee¬ 
ters  occurred  June  16,  1886.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Moses  and  Eveline  J.  Teeters,  and  was  born 
in  Marion ;  she  is  an  accomplished  and  intelligent 
lady  and  a  favorite  in  society. 

Mr.  Rank  began  his  business  career  as  a  news¬ 
boy.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world  and 
his  possessions  are  the  result  of  his  own  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  is  obliging  and  courteous, 
and  his  method  of  carrying  on  his  business  is  in¬ 
suring  him  success.  He  has  one  of  the  best  con¬ 
ducted  stables  in  the  city  and  his  business  is  in- 


AMES  FERGUSON,  deceased,  was  a  pioneer 
settler  and  a  •worthy  and  esteemed  resident 
of  Rapids  Township,  where  he  spent  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  life  upon  his  comfortable 
homestead  on  section  14.  He  emigrated  to  Iowa 
with  his  family  from  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in 
1847,  the  year  subsequent  to  the  admission  of 
Iowra  as  a  State  into  the  Union.  His  first  location 
was  made  in  Muscatine,  and  two  years  later  he  re¬ 
moved  to  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  which,  by  recent 
charter,  is  now  embraced  in  the  city  limits  and  has 
become  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  This  consti¬ 
tuted  the  home  of  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  here  he 
passed  his  last  days,  dying  April  27,  1859. 

James  Ferguson  was  born  in  October,  1799,  in 
Beaver  County,  Pa.  He  was  left  an  orphan 
when  a  small  child,  and  very  early  in  life  set  out 
to  do  battle  for  himself.  He  was  indentured  to  Dr. 
Boswick,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  attained  to 
manhood.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
shoemaker’s  trade,  and,  emigrating  from  his  native 
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State,  crossed  over  into  Ohio,  and  there,  in  Portage 
County,  pursued  this  occupation,  also  adding  to  it 
considerable  transaction  in  leather.  He  was  thus 
engaged  for  some  years,  when  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Portage  County,  and  carried  on  agriculture  in  a 
moderate  degree,  combining  the  two  businesses  for 
a  time,  until  1847,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests 
in  Ohio  and  emigrated  further  West,  to  the  Hawk- 
eye  State.  He  located  near  Muscatine,  and  there 
became  proprietor  of  the  Covenant  Hotel,  remain¬ 
ing  for  one  year.  In  the  meantime  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  tract  of  land  and  carried  on  farming 
operations  in  a  general  way ;  thence  he  proceeded 
to  Linn  County,  took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and 
devoted  himself  energetically  to  its  improvement 
and  cultivation. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  McGrew,  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  13, 1821.  This  lady  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  aforesaid  county,  born  May  4,  1801,  and 
lived  with  her  parents  in  her  native  county  until 
her  marriage.  Her  father  was  a  carpenter,  and 
lived,  labored  and  died  in  Columbiana  County. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  died  at  the  home  of  her  younger  son 
in  this  township,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty -five 
years,  her  decease  occurring  May  9,  1886.  She 
was  a  remarkable  lady  in  many  respects,  being  pos¬ 
sessed  of  great  intelligence,  and  was  strong  both 
mentally  and  physically.  She  had  been  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living  : 
Marcia  W.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Traer,  of  Vinton, 
Benton  Co.,  Iowa;  her  husband  was  for  3-ears  a 
successful  pli3Tsician,  but  has  now  left  that  pro¬ 
fession  and  is  an  attorney  of  considerable  promi¬ 
nence,  and  has  held  some  of  the  important  offices 
of  the  above-named  count}- ;  he  was  also  for  years 
engaged  in  banking.  C}Trus  E.  married  Miss  Mar¬ 
tha  A.  Bryant,  and  they  reside  in  Red  Cloud,  Web-  y- 
ster  Co.,  Neb.;  he  is  a  painter  b}r  occupation. 
Rufus  C.  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  is  the  owner 
of  some  veiy  valuable  land;  and  the  younger 
brother,  James,  is  associated  with  him.  The  broth¬ 
ers  own  and  occupy  the  homestead,  which  is  a  fine 
property,  and  in  addition  to  this,  they  own  forty 
acres  which  lies  just  outside  the  city  limits,  and  is 
beautifully  located  on  the  Cedar  Rapids  City  and 
Marion  Boulevard.  The  children  deceased  were 
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as  follows:  Two  died  in  early  infancy;  Perry  and 
Milton  passed  away  in  their  youth;  Amos  W.  died 
at  Andersonville  while  a  prisoner  of  war,  Feb.  28, 
1865;  he  was  captured  at  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864, 
and  passed  through  many  hardships  before  he 
finally  yielded  up  bis  life  in  the  cause  of  his  coun¬ 
try;  George  C.  died  in  Akron,  Ohio,  Oct.  15,1885; 
he  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  left  a  widow,  three 


sons  and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the  brothers 


of  this  family  served  as  soldiers  in  “Crocker’s” 
famous  Iowa  Brigade,  viz. :  Cyrus  E.,  Amos  W.  and 
Rufus  C.,  all  belonging  to  Co.  A,  15th  Regiment, 
4th  Division,  17th  Army  Corps,  commanded  by 
Gen.  McPherson,  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
They  enlisted  in  December,  1803,  were  with  their 
comrades  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  honorably 
discharged  at  Davenport  in  August,  1865.  They 
were  brave  and  courageous  soldiers  and  made  a  rec¬ 
ord  to  be  proud  of. 

The  father  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  afterward 
a  Republican.  Both  parents  were  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  the 
father  was  an  Elder  for  many  years,  and  his  sons 
are  closely  following  in  his  footsteps,  both  as  re¬ 
gards  religion  and  politics.  The  family  name  of 
the  Fergusons  is  an  old  and  honored  one,  and  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  the  brightest  and 
best  of  those  who  sprang  from  the  parent  tree. 


ARCLAY  8.  WATSON,  M.  D.,  a  medical 
practitioner  of  prominence  and  skill,  is  fol- 
■}))  )f i  lowing  the  practice  of  his  profession  through¬ 
out  Linn  County,  and  resides  at  Spring- 
ville.  His  parents  were  Matthew  and  Eliza  (Heald) 
Watson,  who  were  born  in  England  and  Ohio  re¬ 
spectively.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  State, 
locating  in  Jefferson  County,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  six  children,  and  there  continued  to  live 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  which  took  place  July 
5,  1861.  Sixteen  years  after  his  death  the  good 
wife  came  to  Cedar  County,  this  State,  where  she 
is  yet  living.  The  names  of  their  children  are, 
James  II.,  William,  Mary  II.,  Barclay  S.,  Flounders 
and  Bennezett. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  3,  1850,  and  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  The  year  following,  1862,  our  sub¬ 


ject's  mother  removed  to  Mahoning  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  our  subject  spent  two  years  of  his  life, 
thence  coming  to  West  Branch,  Cedar  County,  this 
State.  At  the  latter  place  he  attended  school  for 
a  while,  then  returned  to  Mahoning  County,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  and  then,  in  company  with 
his  mother,  went  to  Kansas  and  secured  a  home¬ 
stead.  lie  remained  in  the  latter  State  for  about  a 
year,  when,  on  account  of  the  ill-health  of  his 
mother  and  sister,  as  well  as  his  eldest  brother,  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  homestead,  and  spent 
one  winter  in  Atchison  County,  the  same  State, 
lie  became  an  employe  for  the  Government,  and 
was  sent  out  from  Lawrence  as  an  agricultural  in¬ 
structor  to  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  in  the  Indian 
Territory.  He  was  absent  about  twenty  months, 
when  he  returned  to  Kansas,  and  six  months  later 
he  was  employed  by  the  Government  in  the  same 
capacity,  and  sent  to  the  Pottawatomie  tribe  near 
Topeka,  with  whom  he  remained  about  two  years. 

In  1875  our  subject  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Minthorn,  of  West 
Branch,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa.  Fie  was  with  the  Doctor 


spring  of  1878.  Coming  directly  to  Springville  he 
put  out  his  shingle,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  continued  in 
practice  at  that  place  uninterruptedly,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one  year  spent  in  Europe,  until  the 
present  time.  In  1880  he  visited  England  and 
spent  about  six  months  in  the  hospitals  of  London, 
and  also  visited  different  hospitals  in  France,  seek¬ 
ing  medical  knowledge.  The  Doctor  is  well  known 
throughout  the  country,  has  a  good  and  paying 
practice,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost 
practitioners  of  his  profession  in  this  county. 

Dr.  Watson  was  married,  Nov.  15,  1881,  at  Mt. 
Kisco,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Ada  Ran- 
some,  daughter  of  Shepard  and  Elizabeth  Ransome, 
natives  of  England.  Mrs.  'Whitson  was  born  in 


London,  England.  April  5,  1855,  and  her  union 


with  our  subject  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
three  children — Matthew  FI.,  Margaret  E.  and  Bar¬ 
clay  Bennezett.  Dr.  Watson  and  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  religious  sect  known  as  the  Society  of 
Friends.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  being  in¬ 
clined  toward  prohibition  views. 


for  three  years,  and  during  that  time  attended 


lectures  at  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  with  honors  in  the 
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AVID  BRANT,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Walker  News,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
journalists  of  Linn  County,  and  is  conduct¬ 
ing  his  paper  with  commendable  enterprise 
and  ability.  lie  is  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ind., 
and  was  born  July  6,  1850,  at  Shelby ville.  His 
parents  were  Winans  and  Winnifred  (Bennett) 
Brant,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  and 
English  descent  and  extraction  respectively.  Wi¬ 
nans  Brant  was  born  in  1826,  and  died  Nov.  30, 
1851 ;  his  wife,  Winnifred,  was  born  March  20, 1832. 
Mrs.  Brant  was  again  united  in  marriage,  in  1855, 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Hill,  and  came  to  Ringgold  County, 
Iowa,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to 
manhood.  His  early  advantages  were  extremely 
limited,  and  he  was  obliged,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
support  himself  and  obtain  the  means  for  his  edu¬ 
cation.  This,  instead  of  discouraging  him,  onty 
nerved  him  to  greater  efforts.  He  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities,  was  intensely  studious  at 
school,  and  no  less  so  in  his  leisure  hours  at  home, 
so  that  at  an  early  age  he  was  fitted  to  enter  upon 
a  course  of  study  at  the  Iowa  City  Academy,  where 
he  remained  during  two  terms.  In  the  fall  of  1870 
he  entered  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  where, 
with  the  exception  of  two  terms,  he  completed  a 
full  course  of  study  under  competent  instructors, 
remaining  at  this  institution  for  five  years  and  one 
term  beyond.  After  leaving  the  university  he  was 
engaged  as  editor  of  the  Iowa  City  Journal,  with 
which  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  of  which  he 
became  joint  proprietor.  He  disposed  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  in  this  paper  to  take  a  position  on  the  Iowa 
City  Republican.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  went 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  was  employed  as  city 
editor  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican,  with  which 
he  was  connected  in  this  capacity  for  six  months. 
From  there  he  came  to  Walker,  and  subsequently 
established  the  News,  which  is  now  rapidly  taking  a 
position  among  the  leading  journals  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Brant  was  married,  Nov.  30, 1878,  at  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Ruth  Hurd,  a  native  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State,  born  in  Niagara  County,  Aug.  22,  1858. 
Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  N.  and  Annis  (Rich¬ 
ardson)  Hurd,  who  are  now  living  at  Waterloo.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  three  children — Ruth, 
Nellie  and  Davis,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The 


union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  has  been  blest  by  the 
birth  of  three  children — Lucy  W.,  born  April  15, 
1880;  Irving  N.,  Jan.  17,  1885,  and  an  infant  son, 
May  20,  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brant  are  Universalists  in  belief, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  B.  is  strongly  Republican.  He 
is  a  favorite  in  the  social  circles  of  this  vicinity, 
and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  has  been  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars,  and 
is  the  encourager  of  temperance,  morality  and  all 
the  social  virtues.  He  is  a  thorough-going  business 
man,  and  is  fulfilling  all  the  obligations  of  a  good 
citizen. 

-k-v  •+«+■  •€► 

OSEPH  H.LTNANGST,  a  representative  farm¬ 
er  and  stock-breeder  of  Grant  Township, 
owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farming  estate  of 
160  acres  on  section  35.  His  specialty  is  the 
celebrated  Short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he  exhibits 
some  of  the  finest  thoroughbreds  in  the  Hawkeye 
State.  Mr.  Unangst  came  to  Iowa  in  1865,  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Jackson  County,  where  he  remained  for 
seven  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  place  of  his 
birth,  spent  two  years  there,  again  turned  his  face 
westward,  recrossed  the  Mississippi,  and  this  time 
located  in  Linn  County,  where  he  purchased  his 
present  farm.  He  has  effected  great  improvements 
in  its  condition  since  he  became  proprietor.  He 
has  erected  a  fine  dwelling,  40x40  feet,  with  two 
stories  and  basement.  He  has  good  barns  and  out¬ 
buildings,  and  all  the  costty  appliances  requisite  to 
the  carrying  on  of  first-class  farming  and  stock- 
breeding,  and  the  homestead  is  one  of  the  prettiest 
spots  in  Linn  County. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  Feb.  22, 1845,  his  parents  being  Thom¬ 
as  and  Susanna  (Seiple)  Unangst,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania;  the  father  was  born  in  1809,  and 
departed  this  life  in  1880;  the  mother  is  still  liv¬ 
ing.  They  became  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  be  men  and  women,  and  were 
named :  Isaac,  George,  Sarah,  Mary,  Joseph,  Susan¬ 
na,  Anna,  Augusta  and  Thomas. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  Unangst  and  Miss  Lucy 
Hull  was  celebrated  Dec.  24,  1873.  Mrs.  U.  is  a 
native  of  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  born  Jan.  10, 1853, 
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and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  six  children:  Milton  E.,  born  Nov.  8, 
1874,  died  April  2,  1876;  Joyce  II.,  born  May  8, 
1876;  Helen  G.,  July  23,  1877;  Elsie  A.,  June  20, 
1879;  Alice  M.,  June  10,  1881,  and  Park  L.,  Jan. 
14,  1883. 

Mr.  Unangst  is  principally  turning  his  attention 
to  the  breeding  of  the  families  Young  Mary,  Jose¬ 
phine,  Miss  Mott  and  Daisy.  In  addition  to  his 
agricultural  operations  and  stock-breeding,  he  has 
also  invested  considerable  money  in  carriages  and 
buggies,  having  a  warehouse  and  business  office  at 
Center  Point,  lie  is  a  business  man  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  and  is  greatly  interested  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  his  township  and  community.  lie  has 
been  honored  with  the  local  offices  of  the  township, 
and  as  Acting  President  of  the  School  Board  is  do¬ 
ing  much  to  advance  the  cause  of  education  in  his 
locality.  Politically  he  is  Democratic  in  his  views 
and  afliliations,  and  socially  is  connected  with  the 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  being  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  142 
at  Center  Point. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Unangst’s  fine  resi¬ 
dence  and  thoroughbred  stock  is  shown  on  another 


page. 


M.  MILLER,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  first- 
class  livery  and  sale  stables  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
is  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  Dec.  3,  1856, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (My- 
ley)  Miller.  His  father,  David  Miller,  was  a  preach¬ 
er  in  the  Dunkard  Church,  and  interspersed  his 
ministerial  duties  with  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  an  intelligent  and  well-read  man,  keeping  fully 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  thoughtfully  noted  the 
progress  of  civilization  westward.  He  determined 
to  join  the  tide,  and  in  1867  proceeded  to  Illinois, 
making  his  first  location  in  Ogle  County.  He  was 
possessed  of  considerable  means,  and  there  pur¬ 
chased  125  acres  of  land,  and  entered  actively  up¬ 
on  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  In  addition 
to  this  he  continued  his  religious  pursuits,  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  followers  of  his  chosen  church  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  He  was  a  man 
greatly  beloved  and  respected,  and  left  behind  him 


the  record  of  a  more  than  ordinarily  useful  life,  f 
The  church  of  his  choice  always  received  his  closest 
and  affectionate  attention,  and  to  it  he 
much  time  and  means  without  any  material  recom¬ 
pense.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  from 


devoted 

ji 

the  ; 

bounds  of  earth  in  1858.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  same  church  as  her  husband,  and  co-operated 
with  him  in  all  his  undertakings.  During  their  con-  • 


genial  sojourn  together  they  became  the  patents  of 
six  children,  of  whom  five  are  still  living,  viz 
Albert,  of  Nebraska;  David  L.,  of  Sterling,  Ill.; 
Abram  M.,  of  Davenport,  Neb.,  J.  M.,  and  Mary  E., 
of  Polo,  Ill. 

The  younger  days  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 

r 

were  spent  in  peaceful  occupation  on  the  farm  in 
summer,  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  school 

S'" 

in  winter.  He  thus  remained  occupied  until  nine- 


teen  years  old,  and  then  crossed  the  Mississippi, 


in  the  livery  business  with  his  brother,  David  L. 


locating  at  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  and  became  engaged 

IS  i 
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They  operated  together  until  1878,  with  fair  suc¬ 
cess,  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  c  i 
where  J.  M.  has  since  been  successfully  engaged, 
and  in  addition  to  the  livery  business  is  carrying- 

on  a  sale-stable.  He  has  a  fine  assortment  of  horses  . 

•  K;  l 

and  carriages,  and  has  both  night  and  day  employes 
for  the  accommodation  of  his  numerous  patrons. 

His  business  is  conducted  in  a  thoroughly  system¬ 
atic  manner,  and  he  is  very  popular  with  those  who 

1 

have  occasion  to  deal  with  him.  His  stables  are 


72  South  Second  street,  and,  being 

i 


located  at  No. 
an  unmarried  man,  he  makes  his  home  at  the  Clif¬ 
ton  House  on  Fifth  avenue.  His  prospects  for  the 
future  are  encouraging,  possessing,  as  he  does, 
health,  energy,  and  hosts  of  friends. 


THOMAS  J.  HART,  residing  on  section  7 
Washington  Township,  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  and  substantial  farmers  of  the 
Ilawkeye  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Preble  County, 

Ohio,  where  he  was  born  April  13,  1835.  He  is  a 
son  of  Silas  and  Hannah  (Eslinger)  Hart,  natives  of 
Hamilton  and  Preble  Counties,  Ohio,  respectively. 
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Silas  Hart,  the  father,  was  born  in  1809,  and  died 
in  1870,  in  his  native  State.  Hannah  Hart,  the 
mother,  was  born  in  1813,  and  is  still  living  in  the 
county  and  State  of  her  birth.  Nine  children  came 
to  bless  their  fireside,  whom  they  named  as  follows : 
John  E.,  T.  J.,  Isaac,  Alexander,  Dunham,  Fina  M., 
Joseph,  Rebecca,  Mary  E. 

Thomas  Hart  and  Miss  Ellen  Kenney  united  their 
fortunes  on  the  14th  of  November,  18G0.  Mrs. 
Hart  was  born  March  2,  1838,  in  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  Susan 
(Buzzard)  Kenney.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  her  mother  of  Maryland.  Albert  Ken¬ 
ney  was  born  May  3,  1803,  and  lived  to  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty-three  years,  dying  July  2,  1886, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  was,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  an  honest  man,  “the  noblest  work  of  God,” 
and,  although  not  identifying  himself  with  any  re¬ 
ligious  denomination,  adhered  strictly  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Great  Teacher  who  said,  “Do  unto  oth- 
ers  as  you  would  that  they  should  do  unto  you.” 
He  leaned  toward  the  Universalist  faith,  and  in  his 
political  affiliations  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party.  The  mother  was  born  Sept.  27, 
1802,  and  is  still  living  in  the  Buckeye  State.  This 
worthy  couple  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Anne  Eliza  was  born  Aug.  9,  1828; 
Joseph  L.,  May  13,  1830;  Susan,  Jan.  8,  1832;  So¬ 
phia,  March  13,  1834;  Louisa,  Feb.  20,  1836; 
John  P.  and  Sarah  C.,  in  November,  1843.  The  two 
latter  were  twins;  John  lived  to  manhood,  became 
a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  yielded  up  his 
life  for  his  country;  Alexander  was  born  Dec.  25, 
1847,  being  a  Christmas  gift  to  his  parents. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Hart  were  born  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living  and  one  deceased. 
The  record  is  as  follows:  John  F.,  born  Nov.  27, 
1862;  Cora  D.,  Oct.  24,  1864,  died  Sept.  30,  1865; 
Annie  F.,  born  Sept.  3, 1866 ;  Forest,  Sept.  28,  1875. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  in  November,  1870.  He  is  the  possessor  of 
275  acres  of  first-class  farming  land,  and  has  one  of 
the  finest  homesteads  in  the  county.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  Mr.  Hart  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Since  his  arrival  in  the  State,  he  has  identified  him- 


l£S 
i  :2 

V* 
1 HS 

Ufl 


llinninmnmmroimun 


mmmmnnnmirmi; 


self  with  its  interests,  and  is  considered  one  of  its 
most  valuable  citizens.  He  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  assist  in  building  up  his  own  community, 
and  is  considered  one  of  its  mainstays. 


©P.  OSBORN,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  One 
by  one  the  old  pioneers  of  the  Hawkeye 
State  are  passing  away,  and  the  compara¬ 
tively  few  who  now  remain  stand  as  prominent  and 
revered  landmarks,  toward  whom  the  eyes  of  the 
present  generation  turn  with  admiration  and  re¬ 
spect.  Prominent  among  these  stands  the  name  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Linn  County,  and  is  now  living  on  his 
comfortable  homestead  in  Fairfax  Township.  Mr. 
Osborn  came  into  Iowa  in  May,  1863,  and  his  house 
was  one  of  the  first  erected  in  the  place  after  the 
station  of  Fairfax  was  located.  In  early  life  he 
became  expert  at  the  carpenter  trade,  but  having  a 
native  liking  for  horticulture,  in  due  time  he  es¬ 
tablished  a  nursery  just  outside  the  present  limits 
of  the  town.  To  this  he  has  given  the  most  of  his 
attention,  especially  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  His 
nursery  comprises  forty  acres,  besides  the  house 
and  lot  located  in  the  village. 

Mr.  Osborn  was  born  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  Nov.  22, 
1817.  His  father,  Alpheus  Osborn,  was  a  mechanic, 
and  was  the  son  of  Richard  Osborn,  whose  ances¬ 
tors  were  natives  of  England,  and  whose  father  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
The  grandfather,  Richard  Osborn,  married  a  lady 
who  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass. ;  her  name  was  Isabel  Jones,  and  she  was  of 
Welsh  descent.  They  both  lived  to  a  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  the  grandfather  being  ninety-one  years 
and  his  wife  eighty  odd  years,  at  the  time  of  their 
decease.  They  reared  a  large  family,  of  whom 
Alpheus,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the  young¬ 
est  child.  Alpheus  Osborn,  like  his  father  before 
him,  became  a  skillful  carpenter  and  mechanic.  He 
wTas  married  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Harriet 
Paine,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  After 
her  birth  the  parents  removed  to  Massachusetts, 
and  she  was  there  reared,  being  one  of  a  family  of 
fifteen  children — five  sons  and  ten  daughters.  In 


I 


imrrrmTt » t  trrrrrrrrrt  t  r  n-r 


*  u* 

inirnitfrirriinnitinmii 


COUNTY. 


duo  time 


emigrated  West,  coming  into 


State  of  Wisconsin,  and  locating  at  Portage  City. 
The  year  of  their  arrival  was  1859,  and  the  mother 
died  there  July  7,  1801,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
Subsequently  the  father  made  his  home  with  a  son 
in  Wisconsin  for  some  time,  and  in  1804  came  to 
Fairfax  Township,  to  the  home  of  his  son,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch,  where  he  died  Feb.  10,  1874,  at 
the  good  old  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

C.  P.  Osborn  was  reared  in  his  native  State,  and 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  Under  the  careful  instruction  of  his 
father,  he  became  a  skilled  mechanic,  acquiring  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  carpenter  business,  intending 
to  make  this  his  life  calling.  After  arriving  at 
man’s  estate  he  left  home  and  went  into  New  York, 
pursuing  his  trade  in  Canandagua,  Ontario  County, 
for  some  time.  In  1840  he  visited  the  Prairie 
State,  and  located  at  Buffalo  Grove,  Ogle  Co.,  Ill., 

n  remaining  there  two  years,  then  went  over  into 
Wisconsin  and  located  in  Walworth  County,  where 


he  remained  for  the  space  of  twenty-one  years,  still 
following  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  In  1863  he 
HI  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  came  into  Linn  County, 


Iowa,  and  since  then  has  been  engaged  at  his  trade 


m 


and  the  nursery  business  combined.  He  established 
his  present  location  in  1871,  and  for  fifteen  years 
has  carried  on  the  nursery  business  intelligently 
and  successfully. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Osborn  occurred  in  Wal¬ 
worth  County,  Wis.,  May  1,  1844,  when  he  was 
united  with  Miss  Harriet  N.  Marsh,  a  Massachus¬ 
etts  lady,  born  at  Montague,  Aug.  28,  1823.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Ennis  and  Rebecca  (Hawley) 
Marsh,  who  prided  themselves  upon  being  genuine 
“Yankees”  of  pure  New  England  ancestry  for 


many  years  back.  Her  father  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  New  York 
ivhen  this  daughter  was  a  young  girl.  There  the 
ife  of  the  father  terminated,  May  26,  1831,  and 
subsequently  the  mother  went  to  Port  Huron, 
Mich.,  where  she  died  Aug.  4,  1855,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years.  They  were  members  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  and  active  and  earnest  Chris¬ 
tians. 

Mrs.  Osborn,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  fifteen 
years  old  when  she  went  with  her  mother  to  Wis- 


cousin,  and  there  lived  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 


union  with  Mr.  O.  five  children  have  been  born, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased,  Dwight  P.,  who  died  at 


the  age  of  thirteen.  The  living  are:  Charles  II., 


who  married  Miss  Lucia  Evans;  he  is  a  farmer  and 
they  live  in  Ottawa  County,  Kan.;  Harriet  is  un¬ 
married,  and  lives  at  home;  Herbert  selected  for 
his  life  partner  Miss  Alice  I.  Sayles,  and  they  live 
at  Ames,  Iowa;  he  is  a  Professor  of  Etymology, 
and  occupies  the  chair  of  his  profession  in  Iowa, 
under  Prof.  Riley ;  George  M.  is  a  veterinary  sur¬ 
geon,  and  is  stationed  at  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa,  as 
live-stock  inspector  for  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific 
and  Elkhorn  Valley  Railroads. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  in  which 
society  Mr.  O.  holds  the  office  of  Deacon.  He  was 
formerly  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Walworth 
County,  Wis.,  which  responsible  position  he  oc¬ 
cupied  for  ten  years.  He  also  served  there  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  terms,  and  has  held 
that  office  in  Fairfax  Township  for  eight  years.  In 
connection  with  this  he  is  also  a  Notary  Public, 
having  served  as  such  for  six  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Osborn  is  a  solid  Democrat,  and 
an  active  participant  in  local  and  political  matters, 
and  has  done  much  to  further  the  cause  of  his  party 
in  his  own  county.  He  is  an  upright  citizen  and 
an  esteemed  member  of  his  community. 


ELIJAH  F.  BlCGS,  a  wealthy  and  influential 
farmer  of  Spring  Grove  Township,  owns  and 
occupies  a  beautiful  homestead,  located  on 
section  20.  He  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1851, 
with  his  parents,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Linn 
County  since  that  time,  a  period  of  thirty-five 
years.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  in  that 
length  of  time  he  has  witnessed  great  and  gratify¬ 
ing  changes,  and,  in  common  with  others  who  set¬ 
tled  here  at  that  time,  has  assisted  in  bringing  this 
section  to  its  present  state  of  cultivation  and  civili¬ 
zation.  His  estate  consists  of  240  acres  of  land,  a 
commodious  farm-house,  fine  barns  and  outhouses, 
and  all  the  appliances  of  an  intelligent  and  experi- 
He  came  here  without  a  cent 


enced  agriculturist. 
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in  money,  and  climbed  up  to  his  present  position  by 
his  own  industry,  economy  and  perseverance.  He 
has  accomplished  this  b}r  fair  means  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  of  which 
he  has  so  long  been  a  valued  member. 

Elijah  F.  Biggs  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  July  26,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Olive  (Smith)  Biggs,  natives  of  Virginia  and  New 
York  State,  respective^.  Joseph  Biggs  was  born 
in  1819,  and  is  still  living,  with  his  wife,  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  one  died  in  infancy.  The  remaining  are : 
E.  W.,  E.  F.,  Isaac,  John,  Charlie,  Taylor,  Rufus, 
Angeline  and  Lydia. 

Mr.  Biggs  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
early  manhood,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Webster,  March  9,  1867.  Mrs.  Biggs  is  a  native  of 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  born  July  13,  1849.  Her 
parents  were  Phineas  and  Susan  F.  (Beaty)  Webster, 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively.  Mr. 
Webster  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  his  life 
terminated  here  in  1872;  the  mother  is  still  living. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biggs  have  become  the  parents  of 
three  children,  one  deceased :  Calvin  W.  was  born 
Sept.  19, 1868 ;  Earl,  Aug.  3,  1870 ;  Alton,  born  Nov. 
8,  1873,  died  when  a  few  months  old. 

Mr.  Biggs  was  one  of  the  Union  soldiers  during 
the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  young  man  then,  full  of 
the  plans  and  purposes  of  early  manhood.  When 
the  call  came  for  troops  to  defend  the  country 
against  rebellion,  he  put  aside  his  personal  interests, 
and  enlisted  Nov.  6,  1862,  in  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  His  regiment 
was  detailed  to  go  into  the  Northwest  Territory 
among  the  Indians.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  White 
Stone  Hill,  and  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm,  just 
above  the  elbow,  the  ball  being  extracted  from  the 
center  of  his  breast.  He  was  laid  up  for  two  months, 
and  his  arm  never  recovered  its  former  strength. 
He  served  out  his  time  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged,  being  mustered  out  in  November,  1865. 

Besides  his  fine  farm  Mr.  Biggs  is  the  owner  of 
store  property  in  Troy  Mills,  from  which  he  receives 
a  fair  income.  He  has  held  the  various  offices  of 
his  township,  and  served  as  School  Treasurer  and 
Director.  He  is  strongly  Republican  in  politics, 


and  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Denison  Post  No. 
244,  at  Center  Point.  The  family  is  well  known 
throughout  Spring  Grove,  and  held  in  the  highest 
esteem. 
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'jjj  AMES  M.  GRAY,  attorney  at  law  and  real 
estate  and  insurance  agent  at  Marion,  has 
been  a  resident  of  that  city  since  1844.  He 
was  born  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  14, 
1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Silas  and  Omira  (Wilson) 
Gray.  The  father  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  of  English  descent;  was  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  1812,  came  to  Iowa  in  1844,  and  settled  in 
Marion  Township  near  Marion  City.  There  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
August,  1846.  His  good  wife  was  born  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  departed  this 
life  in  1860. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  sup¬ 
plemented  by  a  thorough  academical  course  of 
study,  he  attending  the  old  Merrill  Academy  of 
Marion.  After  leaving  school  Janies  began  the 
study  of  law,  but  before  completing  his  studies, 
circumstances  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  accept 
the  position  of  merchant’s  clerk,  which  he  did,  be¬ 
coming  an  employe  of  Silas  Merriam,  of  Marion. 
He  also  enlisted  during  the  late  Civil  War  as  a 
private  in  Co.  A,  6th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  but  the  com¬ 
pany  being  more  than  full,  he,  with  twenty  others, 
was  rejected. 

In  1864  Mr.  Gray  went  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and 
there  entered  the  law  office  of  G ray  &  Eastman. 
But  before  completing  his  course  of  reading  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  that  place,  and 
there  lived  until  the  summer  of  1866,  when  he  went 
to  Independence,  Iowa,  and  remained  there  until 
1869,  when  he  resumed  his  old  position  with  Silas 
Merriam,  of  Marion.  He  continued  as  an  employe 
of  that  gentleman  until  1871,  and  then  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business.  This  latter  trade  occupied  his 
time  and  attention  until  1873,  when  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  fill  a  va¬ 
cancy,  and  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office  was 
elected  his  own  successor,  and  served  four  years. 
He  resumed  his  law  studies,  passed  a  creditable  ex¬ 
amination,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1882. 
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After  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Gray  im¬ 
mediately  began  the  practice  of  bis  profession  at 
Marion.  He  had  carried  on  a  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business  in  connection  with  his  various  voca¬ 
tions  since  18(55,  and  on  entering  upon  the  practice 
of  law,  he  continued  to  retain  those  branches  of 
business.  lie  represents  many  of  the  leading  insur¬ 
ance  companies,  and  does  an  extensive  business  in 
that  line,  and  in  addition  to  the  offices  of  trust  al¬ 
ready  enumerated,  he  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  Township  Clerk  for  eight  years. 

Mr.  Gray  was  married  at  Marion,  Juty  3,  1859, 
to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Davis,  daughter  of  H.  P.  Davis. 
She  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  was  brought  to  Mar¬ 
ion,  this  county,  by  her  parents  when  five  years  of 
a«-e.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  one  child 
has  been  born — Corie  Linn,  now  the  wife  of  II.  A. 
Sutherland,  a  civil  engineer  of  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P. 
R.  R.,  and  a  resident  of  Marion.  Mrs.  Gray  and 
daughter  arc  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

During  the  war  our  subject  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  since  that  time  has  voted  and  worked 
for  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge  No.  18, 1.  0.  0.  F., 
and  also  of  the  Centennial  Encampment  of  the  same 
order.  He  has  taken  the  Patriarch’s  degree,  and  has 
filled  all  the  official  positions  to  that  of  Past  Patri¬ 
arch.  He  is  now  the  attorney  for  the  Marion  Water- 
Works  Company,  also  for  J.  W.  Starr,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  as  well  as  for  many  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Marion.  I  Is  is  also  agent  for  the  school 
and  railroad  lands  of  the  great  Northwest. 


REDERICK  RESCH,  Jr.  This  prosperous 
and  enterprising  citizen  is  of  the  stanch  old 
German  nationality  and  nativity,  his  native 
being  Baden,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  9, 
He  owns  160  acres  of  finely  improved  land 

This  constitutes 


place 
1830. 

on  section  15,  College  Township, 
the  homestead,  and  he  is  also  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  additional  in  Putnam  Township.  He  has  car¬ 
ried  on  his  farm  operations  intelligently  and  suc¬ 
cessful^,  and  ranks  among  the  first  citizens  of  his 
township. 


The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  Resch,  was 
born  in  the  same  Province  and  Empire  which  con¬ 
stituted  the  birthplace  of  his  son.  He  was  a  tailor 
by  trade,  a  skilled  workman,  and  successful  in  his 
calling.  The  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side  was 
a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  and  most  of  his  descend¬ 
ants  in  the  male  line  were  skilled  mechanics,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  as  far  as  known,  being  the 
only  one  adopting  the  profession  of  farming.  The 
immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  Resell  all  died  in  Ger- 


manv. 


At  the  age  of  sixteen 


years,  with  his  par¬ 


ents,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  they 
made  their  first  settlement  in  Morrow  County, 
Ohio.  Here  the  father  became  engaged  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1852.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Christina  Roth,  died  in 
Crawford  County,  whither  they  had  moved  before 
the  death  of  her  husband,  ller  decease  occurred  in 
the  winter  of  1842. 

Frederick  Resch,  Jr.,  while  a  small  boy,  began  to 
earn  his  own  living.  This  proved  no  detriment  to 
him,  for  it  caused  him  to  become  self-reliant,  and 
the  necessity  of  depending  upon  his  own  exertions 
bred  within  him  those  manly  qualities  which  con¬ 
stitute  the  solid  man  and  good  citizen.  lie  inher¬ 
ited  no  false  pride,  and  was  willing  to  labor  at  any 
honest  calling.  From  his  hard-earned  wages  he 
saved  what  he  could,  and  in  due  time  was  enabled 
to  take  unto  himself  a  comforter  and  helpmeet,  and 
solicited  Miss  Nancy  Reed  to  share  his  fortunes. 
Their  marriage  occurred  in  Crawford  County, 
Ohio,  March  16,  1854.  Mrs.  Resch  was  a  native  of 
this  State,  born  near  Gabon,  Sept.  23,  1835.  ller 
parents  were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Stauffer)  Reed, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Jacob  Reed  was  a  me¬ 
chanic  in  his  native  State,  was  married  there,  and 
afterward  emigrated  to  Ohio.  Subsequently  they 
moved  to  Wheatland,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  in  1863, 
where  they  lived  until  their  death. 

To  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Resch  have  been 
added  four  children,  now  grown  to  years  of  ma¬ 
turity.  Samuel  wedded  Albina  Phillipson;  he  is  a 
farmer  and  carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township;  they  have  two  children — Clifford 
and  Frederick.  Albert  married  Miss  Julia  Phillip¬ 
son,  a  sister  of  the  first-named  lady,  and  they  are 
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also  residents  of  College  Township;  Frank  and 
Mary  are  living  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Resell  came  into  Linn  County  in  1862.  He 
at  once  set  about  establishing  a  home  for  himself, 
in  which  he  has  admirably  succeeded.  He  has  car¬ 
ried  on  agricultural  pursuits  in  a  business-like 
manner,  and  has  also  been  engaged  to  a  considera¬ 
ble  extent  in  stock-raising.  His  farm  was  rather  a 
rough  tract  of  land  when  he  became  its  purchaser, 
but  he  has  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  most  comfortable  home¬ 
steads  in  the  township.  Mrs.  R.  has  been  connected 
with  the  Evangelical  Association  for  nearly  twenty 
years;  Mr.  R.  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  to 
which  he  still  adheres.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

©IIARLES  BICE,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Spring  Grove  Township,  owns  and  occupies 
a  fine  homestead  on  section  23.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
Count}",  Nov.  11,  1822.  His  father  was  John,  and 
his  mother  Susanna  (Putna)  Bice,  both  natives  of 
the  above  State,  and  were  married  at  Lisbon,  N.Y., 
Dec.  13, 1818.  John  Bice  was  born  April  27, 1796, 
and  died  in  Kansas  in  1885.  He  was  a  farmer  b}r 
occupation.  Mrs.  Susanna  Bice  was  born  May  25, 
1802,  and  died  Dec.  27,  1846,  in  Kane  County,  Ill. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  eleven  children : 
Delilah,  Charles  (our  subject),  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
Arminda,  James,  Jane,  William,  Isaac,  George  and 
Eliza.  John  Bice  was  the  father  of  twenty-two 
children,  having  been  married  since  the  union  with 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  second  wife  was  Elizabeth  Ellen  Winsor,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  following:  John  H., 
Frank  and  Francis  (twins),  Edward,  Mary  E.,  Eu¬ 
gene,  Emma,  Maggie,  Freddie,  Albert  and  Clar¬ 
ence. 

Charles  Bice,  the  subject  of  our  notice,  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Illinois,  Jan.  8,  1850,  to  Miss  Janet  Shaw 
Griffith.  She  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  July 
24,  1829,  in  Muir  Kirk,  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  1848.  Her  parents  were  William  and  Ann 
(Arrd)  Griffith.  The  father  was  born  in  1794,  and 
departed  this  life  in  1847 ;  the  mother,  born  in 


1796,  died  Oct.  2,  1863.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  only  Mrs.  Bice  is  living. 
Her  brothers  were  Robert  A.,  Hugh,  and  two  named 
William.  The  first  one  died  in  infancy,  and  Will¬ 
iam  (2d)  in  later  years. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Bice 
has  been  completed  by  the  birth  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Anna  A.  was  born  Dec.  10,  1850; 
John,  Nov.  26,  1852;  Mary  J.,  Dec.  15,  1854;  Will¬ 
iam,  Feb.  6,  1857;  Robert,  May  30,  1859;  Arthur, 
Jan.  9,.  1862;  Alice  E.,  March  5,  1864;  Nettie, 
Aug.  26,  1866  ;  Ellen  A.,  April  8,  1869,  and  Charles 
M.,  Feb.  28,  1872. 

Mr.  Bice  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1854,  and 
has  since  continuously  occupied  and  cultivated  it. 
The  farm  contains  205  acres.  He  has  a  fine  dwell¬ 
ing  and  good  barns  and  outhouses,  and  everything 
about  the  place  is  indicative  of  industry,  energy, 
system  and  good  order.  The  family  occupy  a  good 
standing  in  the  community,  and  Mr.  Bice  is  rated 
as  a  leading  citizen.  Politically  he  is  a  reliable  Re¬ 
publican,  and  Mrs.  Bice  is  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  she  has 
been  connected  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 

VILLIAM  M.  WHITNEY.  This  esteemed 
citizen  is  a  retired  farmer,  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  early  toil,  and  living 
quietly  in  his  comfortable  home  in  Fairfax  village. 
Mr.  Whitney  came  to  Linn  County  from  Troy, 
Wis.,  near  which  town  he  carried  on  agriculture  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  to  which  place  he  had  come 
from  Rockford,  Ill.,  in  company  with  his  uncle, 
Richard  Montague.  He  was  originally  from  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  parents,  when  a  lad  of 
eight  years,  removed  from  Delaware  County,  the 
latter-named  State,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  19, 
1819.  His  father,  Isaac  Whitney,  was  a  farmer, 
and  he  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1850.  His  removal 
there  occurred  in  1839.  The  country  was  new,  and 
he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  the  wilderness,  which 
he  cleared  and  successfully  cultivated  for  some  years. 
His  marriage  occurred  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  July  16, 
1818,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Laura 
Montague,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  Shortly 
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after  their  marriage  they  went  into  the  Empire 
State,  locating  in  Delaware  County,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  ten  years,  removing  thence  to  Oneida 
County.  The  decease  of  both  parents  occurred  in 
La  Fayette,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.,  that  of  the  father 
May  1,  1850,  and  the  mother  passing  away  Nov. 
12,  1803. 

The  Montague  family  trace  their  history  back 
to  the  sixteenth  century,  previous  to  which  time 
they  rank  among  the  nobility  of  France.  The 
original  progenitor  of  the  family  in  the  .  United 
States,  Richard  Montague,  settled  in  Hadley,  Mass., 
and  another  brother,  Peter,  settled  in  Virginia  at 
about  the  same  time. 

William  M.  Whitney  was  the  eldest  child  of  his 
father’s  family,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  spent  with  an  uncle  in  Illinois,  he  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  attained  the  age  of  man¬ 
hood.  May  6,  1846,  he  contracted  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Augusta  II.  Marsh,  a  native  of 
Montague,  Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Enos  Marsh,  Jr., 
who  was  the  son  of  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier 
who  fought  under  Gen.  Washington  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  name  of  the  latter  was  also  Enos, 
and  he  died  at  Montague,  Mass.,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-six  years.  His  wife  was  a  New  En¬ 
gland  lady,  and  her  life  rounded  up  with  about  the 
same  number  of  years  as  did  that  of  her  husband. 

Mrs.  Whitney,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 
April  24,  1826.  The  maiden  name  of  her  mother 
was  Rebecca  Hawley,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Had¬ 
ley,  Mass.  Her  father  was  a  finely  educated  man, 
and  was  a  teacher  during  the  last  3-ears  of  his  life. 
His  decease  occurred  at  Granby,  Oswego  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  in  May,  1831,  when  he  was  preparing  himself 
for  the  duties  of  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  mother  was  also  finely  educated,  a  graduate  of 
South  Hadle3r  Academy,  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  as  a  teacher ;  her  death  occurred  in 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Aug.  4,  1855.  Mrs.  Whitney 
was  reared  mostly  by-  her  grandparents  until  twelve 
years  of  age;  she  then  resided  with  her  mother. 
She  was  educated  in  select  schools,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  began  teaching  at  Racine,  Wis.,  and 
two  y-ears  later  became  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  settled  in 
LaFayette  Township,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 


engaged 


in  farming; 


where  they-  were 

and  then  Mr.  Whitney,  being  seized  with  an  attack 
of  the  gold  fever,  made  his  preparations  to  visit 
the  State  of  California.  The  journey  was  made 
via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  after  passing  safely 
within  the  Golden  Gate  he  proceeded  to  the  mining 
regions,  and  was  there  engaged  successfully  in 
quartz  and  other  mining  for  two  years.  He  then 
set  his  face  homeward,  having  accumulated  enough 
money  with  which  to  purchase  another  home.  He 
continued  in  LaFayette  Township,  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  until  the  spring  of  1864,  } 

when  he  became  possessed  of  a  desire  to  change  his 
location  to  that  of  a  home  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 
Accordingly  he  proceeded  thither,  came  into  Linn 
County,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which 
he  immediately  set  about  improving  and  cultivat¬ 
ing,  and  upon  which  he  remained  until  1880.  He 
had  been  continuously  .successful,  and  wisely  con¬ 
cluded  to  retire  from  active  labor  and  care,  and 
leave  the  field  open  to  younger  and  more  vigorous 
men. 

Into  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney 
were  born  four  children,  of  whom  only  two  are 
living,  viz. :  Harriet  L.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Wilford  H.  DeBerard,  dealer  in  lumber,  grain,  coal, 
etc.,  and  also  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at 
Fairfax  Village  (see  sketch) ;  and  Frank  W.,  who 
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married  Florence  L.  Cleaveland 
farming  in  Fairfax  Township. 

The  family  are  all  members  in  good 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  in  politics 
Whitney  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat, 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  his  community  as 
a  good  citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by-  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances. 


R.  EDWARD  D.  WILSON  is  a  highly  es¬ 
teemed  citizen  of  Troy  Mills,  and  a  suc¬ 
cessful  practitioner  of  Linn  County.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1866,  commencing 
among  strangers  and  with  little  means.  He  had 
nothing  to  recommend  him  but  his  gentlemanly 
bearing,  his  industrious  habits,  and  his  resolution 
to  succeed  in  his  chosen  profession.  But  these  be- 
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came  a  rapid  passport  to  success ;  he  found  friends 
at  once  among  those  who  had  experienced,  prob¬ 
ably,  the  difficulties  which  beset  him.  He  is  now 
enjoying  a  successful  practice,  and  has  accumulated 
a  good  property,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  his  community. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  Feb. 
17,  1838,  his  parents  being  Noah  W.  and  Livona 
A.  (Otis)  Wilson,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New 
Jersey  respective!}".  Noah  Wilson  was  born  in 
1787,  and  died  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1864.  His  wife  was  born  in  1802  or  1803, 
and  died  in  1844,  leaving  eight  children.  He 
came  to  Iowa  in  1850.  The  record  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  is  as  follows :  Eli  G.  is  married,  and  now  lives 
in  California;  Melissa  married  D.  Travis;  Irene  A. 
became  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Ward;  Eri  A.  married 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Williams;  Amanda  E.  became  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  McDaneld;  Elicum  S.  married  Miss 
Forest;  Edward  D.  and  Jessie  N.  were  twins. 

Dr.  Edward  D.  Wilson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catharine  M.  Howe,  Dec.  31,  1862,  by 
Rev.  N.  A.  McConnell.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  native  of 
Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  born  May  20,  1844.  Her 
parents  were  Morris  and  Matilda  (Gunn)  Howe, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  respectively. 
Morris  Howe  was  born  Feb.  24,  1799,  and  died  in 
Marion,  Linn  Couuty,  April  25,  1856;  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  a  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Mrs.  Matilda  Howe  was  born  Feb.  13,  1803, 
and  died  March  11,  1882,  in  Troy  Mills.  She  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Morris  Howe  April  6,  1820,  and 
of  this  union  there  were  born  fourteen  children: 
Mary  J.,  Feb.  11,  1821;  William  H.,  Oct.  9,  1822; 
Parmelia  A.,  Nov.  15,  1824;  James  N.  and  Abra¬ 
ham  J.,  twins,  were  born  Sept.  28,  1825:  William 
F.,  April  8,  1827;  Sarah  E.,  April  19,  1829;  Anna 
L.,  June  9,  1831;  John  A.,  June  29,  1833;  Samuel 
I.,  Dec.  23,  1835;  Henry  M.,  Jan.  2,  1838;  Joseph 
H.,  April  28,  1840;  George  W.,  Jan.  28,  1843; 
Catharine  M.,  May  20,  1844. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  become  the  parents  of 
the  following-named  children:  Alice  M.,  born  April 
30,  1864;  Jessie  E.,  Jan.  8,  1866;  Mary  L.,  Oct.  6, 
1867;  William  F.,  Oct.  1,  1873. 

Dr.  Edward  D.  Wilson  received  his  primary  edu¬ 
cation  at  Independence,  Iowa.  At  the  outbreak  of 


the  late  Civil  War  he  laid  aside  his  plans  for  the 
future  and  determined  to  assist  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  in  1862,  as  a  private  of 
Co.  A,  18th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  mustered  in  at 
Clinton.  In  December,  1862,  he  was  sent  home 
upon  an  honorable  discharge,  from  disability. 

Dr.  Wilson  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  for  twenty-seven  years,  and  in  Troy 
Mills  for  the  space  of  twenty  years.  He  is  a  prac¬ 
titioner  of  the  regular  school,  a  deep  student,  hav-  RS' 
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ing  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  intricacies  of 
his  calling.  He  has  an  extensive  practice  and  has 
accumulated  a  fine  property.  He  owns  and  occu¬ 
pies  a  fine  residence  in  the  village  of  Troy,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  lux¬ 
uries  of  life.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  member  in  «ood 
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unes  of  life.  Mrs.  Wilson  is 
standing  of  the  Christian  Church,  having  been  con 
nected  with  this  denomination  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  years.  She  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed  for  her 
many  estimable  qualities,  is  one  of  the  pillars  of 
her  church,  and,  with  her  husband,  has  contributed 
liberally  and  cheerfully  to  its  support. 

Politically  the  Doctor  is  an  uncompromising  Re¬ 
publican,  and  says  he  never  scratches  his  ticket. 
He  has  served  as  County  Supervisor  of  his  District, 
besides  filling  many  other  minor  offices  of  the 
township. 

As  a  representative  professional  gentleman  of 
Linn  County,  as  well  as  one  of  her  leading  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens,  the  publishers  take 
pleasure  in  presenting  the  portrait  of  Dr.  Wilson 
in  this  volume. 
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ffiOHN  W.  WALTON.  Mr.  Walton  of  this 
notice  may  justly  be  considered  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  county,  for  he  came  here  in 
1844,  and  at  that  time  the  county  was  but 
sparsely  settled.  He  has  continued  to  reside  within 
its  boundaries  until  the  present  time,  and  has  been 
to  no  inconsiderable  extent  connected  with  its  agri¬ 
cultural  development,  and  especially  is  this  true  of 
the  township  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  now  pass¬ 
ing  the  sunset  of  life,  having  attained  the  age  of 
threescore  and  ten  years,  in  peace  and  quiet  re¬ 
tirement  from  active  labor,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
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of  ii  competency  obtained  through  years  of  honest 
toil  and  economy.  Ilis  residence  is  on  section  26, 
Linn  Township. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Walton  were  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Preston)  Walton,  born  beyond  the  briny 
waters  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  mother  country. 
They  left  their  native  land  in  1833,  for  Canada, 
and  after  a  tedious  voyage  arrived  in  Montreal, 
where  they  located.  They  were  not  destined  to 
enjoy  any  of  the  privileges  of  our  Government,  for 
the  year  following  their  arrival  at  Montreal  their 
earthly  lives  were  terminated  by  that  dreadful  and 
contagious  disease,  cholera.  They  had  ten  children, 
equally  divided  as  to  gender. 

Our  subject  was  bora  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
Aug.  23,  1817.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his 
parents  in  1833,  and  located  with  them  in  Montreal, 
Canada.  The  same  year,  however,  he  went  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  with  William  Meredith,  President  of 
Schuylkill  Bank,  to  whom  our  subject,  with  his 
brother  Alfred,  had  been  bound  out  for  two  and  a 
He  lived  in  Philadelphia  for  thirteen 
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years,  and  then,  being  of  an  ambitious  disposition, 
and  hoping  to  increase  his  exchequer  in  the  un¬ 
developed  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he,  in 
1844,  came  to  this  State.  Arriving  here  he  located 
in. Linn  Township,  this  county,  and  purchased  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  at  $1.25  per  acre.  He  has  since  made 
Linn  Township  his  home,  although  he  has  traveled 
quite  extensively  elsewhere.  In  1850  he  crossed 
the  plains  to  California,  and  lived  in  the  land  of 
gold  until  the  summer  of  1857,  engaged  the  while 
in  mining,  and  meeting  with  partial  success.  Dur¬ 
ing  these  years  he  held  on  to  his  land  in  Linn 
Township,  and  in  the  summer  of  the  year  last  men¬ 
tioned  came  back  to  this  county.  He  has  crossed 
the  ocean  several  times  to  visit  friends  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land. 

Mr.  Walton  is  the  owner  of  170  acres  of  land  in 
Linn  County  and  120  acres  in  Jones  County,  this 
i]  State,  the  major  portion  of  which  is  tillable.  He 
was  married  in  the  “  City  of  Brotherly  Love  ”  to 
Miss  Catherine  Remblin,  a  native  of  Chester  County, 
that  State.  She  bore  him  ten  children — Thomas  O., 
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Alfred,  Godfrey,  Walter  J.,  and  live  daughters  and 
one  son  who  died  in  infancy  and  youth.  Alfred 
was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  enlisting 


upon  the  side  of  the  Union,  for  four  years  did 
valiant  and  noble  service ;  he  now  resides  in  Mon¬ 
tana;  Thomas  O.  is  living  in  California;  Godfrey 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  Walter  J.  is 
a  resident  of  Linn  Township.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  Linn  Township  in  the  fall  of  1882.  No 
more  will  aches  and  pains  oppress  her,  but  upon 
the  other  shore  she  will  meet  her  loved  ones  gone 
before,  and  will  wait  for  those  on  earth  that  yet 
remain,  while  over  her  grave  it  can  with  truth  be 
written  as  the  Saviour  said  of  one  of  old,  “She 
hath  done  what  she  could.”  Mr.  Walton  in  politics 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrity  as  a  man, 
neighbor  and  a  citizen,  and  holds  the  good-will  of 
all  who  know  him. 

For  over  forty  years  Mr.  Walton  has  lived  in 
this  community,  indeed  it  has  grown  up  around  him. 
As  a  venerable  patriarch,  and  one  who  has  done 
much  hard  work  and  given  much  valuable  aid  to 
the  county  and  the  molding  of  the  character  of 
the  people,  his  memory  should  be  cherished  and 
preserved.  It  will  live  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
know  him  personally  as  long  as  they  live,  but  the 
generations  to  come  will  know  nothing  of  his 
labors  unless  some  means  are  taken  to  hand  down 
a  record  of  his  life.  This  brief  sketch  and  the  ac¬ 
companying  portrait  will  serve  as  a  means  to  per¬ 
petuate  his  memory. 


V  Y N E  BROS.,  general  merchants  on  Maine 
street,  Center  Point,  is  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  business  firms  of  the  county.  It  is 
composed  of  Joseph  B.  and  Hiram  N.  Wayne,  sons 
of  James  B.  and  Eliza  (Burbanks)  Wayne,  natives 
of  New  York  State,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  born  in  the  following  order :  Margianna,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  B.  Lawsha;  James  O.  went 
to  California  in  1850,  and  as  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  him  since  1860,  it  is  supposed  that  he  is 
dead ;  Hiram  N.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth,  and  then  Josej)h  B.,  Isabelle,  Roxey  and 
Mary  E. 

Joseph  B.  was  bora  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
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March  19,  1836,  of  English  and  Irish  extraction. 
His  parents  brought  him  to  McHenry  County,  Ill., 
in  1839,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
and  in  1865  came  to  Iowa,  locating  near  Center 
Point.  He  had,  however,  prior  to  this,  served  his 
country  faithfully  for  three  years.  He  enlisted 
among  the  veiy  first  of  those  patriotic  boys  who 

- 

responded  so  freely  at  the  first  call  of  the  President. 
It  was  on  the  24th  of  May,  1861,  that  he  was  en- 
rolled  as  a  member  of  Co.  A,  15th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf. 
Hiram  joined  the  same  company,  Oct.  15,  1861. 
They  were  participants  in  some  of  the  most  stirring- 
scenes  in  that  eventful  struggle.  Among  these 
were  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Corinth  and  siege  of 
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Vicksburg.  Both  were  fortunate,  in  that  while 
many  of  their  comrades  fell  by  their  side,  they 
came  through  even  the  hottest  of  the  fight  un¬ 
touched  and  unharmed.  Hiram,  however,  was  a 
victim  to  what  with  many  was  infinitely  worse  than 
death  on  the  battle-field.  On  the  day  that  his  term 
of  enlistment  expired,  and  when  he  thought  his 
dajrs  of  service  were  over,  and  he  should  soon  greet 
the  old  home,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  con¬ 
signed  to  that  foulest  of  prison-pens,  Anderson ville, 
where  for  the  following  seven  months  he  lay  in  tor¬ 
ture. 

Joseph  was  united  in  marriage,  Oct.  8, 1868,  with 
Sophia  C.  Hartman,  daughter  of  William  and  Agnes 
(Gibson)  Hartman,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
father  died  in  1884,  and  her  mother  the  year  pre¬ 
vious.  Mrs.  Wayne  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Gibson,  Morgan,  Isaac,  David, 
Lemuel,  Sophia,  Augusta  and  Elizabeth. 

Hiram  N.  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony,  Jan.  11,  1866,  with  Miss  E.  C.  Cottle.  She 
was  a  native  of  McHenry  County,  Ill.,  where  she 
was  born  Oct.  25, 1841.  Her  parents,  who  are  both 
now  deceased,  were  Uriah  and  Martha  (McClure) 
Cottle,  natives  of  Virginia.  They  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  save 
Elizabeth,  and  Martha,  now  Mrs.  Bunker.  To  Hi¬ 
ram  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  children — 
Belle,  born  Feb.  3,  1867,  died  Feb.  13,  1878,  and 
Edna  M.,  born  July  23,  1882. 

In  1875  Joseph  B.  and  Hiram  N.  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Center  Point,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wayne  Bros. 
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They  carry  an  excel¬ 


lent  stock  of  dry-goods,  notions,  boots  and  shoes, 
groceries  and  provisions,  and  are  doing  an  excellent 
business. 

Both  Hiram  and  Joseph  B.  are  members  of  Den¬ 
ison  Post  244,  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No. 
126.  Joseph  B.  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  has  held  the  various  offices  of  that  society. 

ICHARD  JORDAN  is  located  on  section  26, 
Spring  Grove  Township,  and  is  one  of  the 
I  V  first-class  farmers  of  that  region  of  country. 

0  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  June  27,  1818,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Tempey  (Edwards)  Jordan,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Baltimore  County,  Md.  John  Jordan  died 
in  Ohio,  two  miles  below  Zanesville,  Aug.  14, 1827, 
in  the  prime  of  life,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  In 
due  time  after  his  decease,  Mrs.  Jordan  was  married 
to  Abijah  Seeley,  a  widower  at  that  time.  Mr. 
Seeley  died  in  1854,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject 
departed  this  life  nineteen  years  later,  in  1873, 
leaving  seven  children  by  her  first  marriage,  and 
one  by  the  last.  Their  names  are  Hannah,  Henry, 
Richard,  Comfort,  Delilah,  William,  Lewis  R.  and 
Rachel  A. 

Richard  Jordan,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  re¬ 
mained  with  his  mother’s  family  until  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  June  12,  1839,  with  Miss  Sal- 
lie  Devol.  She  was  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  born  in  1816,  and  the  daughter  of  Alpha  and 
Nancy  (Champlain)  Devol,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Connecticut  respectively.  It  is  claimed  that  Alpha 
Devol  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  However  this  may  be,  his  birth  took  place 
in  1792,  in  a  block -house  or  garrison  on  the  Mus¬ 
kingum  River.  He  remained  in  Ohio  all  his  life, 
and  died  there  in  1875.  Mrs.  Devol  was  born  in 
1786,  and  died  in  1830,  having  become  the  mother 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Nancy,  Sallie  W.,  Jo¬ 
seph,  Harriet  and  Charles.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  D.  again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Mrs.  ’Webster,  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
of  three  children — William,  Silas  and  Isaac. 

The  children  of  Mr.  Jordan  of  our  sketch  are  as 
follows:  Benjamin  F.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Briney; 
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Mary  A.  became  the  wife  of  George  M.  Carpenter; 
Joseph  died  while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  at  New  Orleans,  in  1863;  Nancy  married 
Mr.  W.  S.  Carpenter;  Lewis  R.  married  Miss  Mar¬ 
tha  Bice;  Delilah  became  the  wife  of  Warren  Pear¬ 
sall;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Delos  Washburne;  Julia 
is  unmarried,  and  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Jordan  came  to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  1857, 
and  has  made  great  improvements  upon  his  farm 
since  it  first  came  into  his  possession.  It  comprises 
ninety-three  acres  of  land,  and  is  furnished  with  a( 
good  dwelling  and  suitable  barns  and  outhouses, 
lie  is  a  citizen  highly  respected  in  his  community, 
and  had  charge  of  the  West  Prairie  Post-Office  for 
thirteen  years.  He  has  been  a  lifelong  Republican, 
and  uniformly  casts  his  vote  with  that  party.  He 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  at 
Troy  Mills,  and  he  and  bis  family  are  members  and 
regular  attendants  of  the  Congregational  Church. 


Mr.  Jordan  is  fulfilling  all  the  obligations  of 


a  good 


citizen,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors 


and  acquaintances. 
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MONROE  KEPLER.  One  of  the  old  set¬ 
tlers  of  Linn  County,  and  a  gentleman  who 
has  been  actively  interested  in  its  agricult¬ 
ural  development,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
vocation  as  a  farmer  has  met  with  success,  is  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  He  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  his  fine  and  productive  farm  on  section 
29,  Linn  Township,  and,  while  following  the  gen¬ 
eral  routine  of  a  farm  life,  his  accumulations  en¬ 
able  him  to  partake  of  the  pleasures  connected 
with  the  same.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Kepler,  Henry 
and  Emerine  (Willits)  Kepler,  were  natives  of 
Maryland  and  Ohio  respectively.  After  their  mar¬ 
riage  they  settled  in  Indiana,  and  lived  there  until 
1839,  in  which  year  they  came  to  this  county  and 
cast  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  then  living 
here.  They  located  in  Franklin  Township,  where 
they  continued  to  reside,  meeting  all  obstacles  with 
united  hearts,  and  working  for  the  good  of  their 
children,  and  in  the  establishing  of  a  permanent 
home.  The  father  died  in  that  township,  Dec.  5, 
1885,  after  a  long  and  useful  life,  a  record  of  which 


bears  no  dark  spots  upon  it.  His  good  wife  is  yet 
living  at  an  advanced  age.  They  were  of  German 
and  Scotch  ancestry,  and  their  union  was  blest  by 
the  birth  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  at¬ 
tain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood,  and  who  were 
named,  L.  Monroe,  Murray,  Viola,  Ira,  Mary, 
James,  John,  Ilenry  and  Clara. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind., 
June  27,  1838.  He  was  about  a  year  old  when 
brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents,  and  here  ob¬ 
tained  his  education  in  the  old  log  school-house  of 
the  pioneer  day.  His  life  has  been  mainly  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  In  August,  1862,  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  for  three 
years  fought  bravely  and  well  in  defense  of  his 
country’s  honor.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  as  Corporal.  During 
his  service,  at  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills,  Miss., 
he  was  wounded  by  a  minie  ball  in  the  right  thigh, 
and  so  serious  was  the  wound  that  it  necessitated 
an  absence  from  his  regiment  for  almost  a  j^ear. 
While  an  inmate  of  the  hospital  it  was  taken  by  the 
enemy,  but  the  invalid  soldiers  were  at  once 
paroled.  Receiving  his  discharge,  our  subject  re¬ 
turned  from  the  field  of  conflict,  and  once  more 
entering  upon  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farming,  has 
continued  to  labor  at  that  vocation  until  the  pres¬ 
ent  time. 

Mr.  Kepler,  on  becoming  his  own  man,  first  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township  of  his  own, 
and  there  lived  for  about  three  years,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  it,  and  in  1874  moved  to  Linn  Township. 
His  fine  farm  of  200  acres  is  a  valuable  one,  hav¬ 
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a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  in  ad¬ 


dition  to  his  home  place,  he  has  fourteen  acres  in 
timber.  He  keeps  about  fifty  head  of  cattle  and 
eight  head  of  horses  on  his  place,  and  fattens  some 
seventy-five  head  of  hogs  annually  for  the  markets. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Linn  Township,  Dec. 
3,  1867,  to  Hannah  Jordan,  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Adeline  (Martin)  Jordan,  natives  of  Germany 
and  Ohio,  respective^.  Coming  to  this  State  at 
an  early  day,  her  parents  located  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  and  there  the  father  died  June  21,  1871;  the 
mother  still  survives.  Mrs.  Kepler  was  born  in 
Linn  Township,  Oct.  15,  1846,  and  has  borne  our 
subject  seven  children — Wilbur  H.,  Fred  J.,  Har- 
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ley  W.,  Ray  W.,  Inez  H.,  Mark  L.  and  Miles  M. 
Mr.  Kepler  has  held  the  offices  of  Assessor,  Town¬ 
ship  Trustee  and  other  minor  offices,  and  in  poli¬ 
tics  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

— > - 44^ - — 

RANK  KELLEY,  an  honored  citizen  and 
successful  hardware  merchant  of  Troy  Mills, 
was  born  in  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  March 
23,  1852.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Dollie 

1 

(Somers)  Kelley.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the 

i  ■ 

Emerald  Isle,  and  emigrated  to  America  at  the  age 


of  sixteen  years,  in  company  with  Gen 
He  died  in  1880.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  a  prominent  Mason  in  his  native  land,  and 
i  greatly  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  order.  He 
passed  his  life  in  his  native  country,  and  was 
drowned  while  on  his  way  from  a  lodge  meeting. 
Mrs.  Dollie  Kelley,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 


born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1811,  and 
died  at  Portland,  Mich.,  in  1879.  She  had  be- 
cone  the  mother  of  four  children — Charles,  Frank, 
Lora  E.  and  Flora  E. 
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The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  early 
manhood  to  Miss  Jane  Workman,  Oct.  3,  1878. 
She  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Harry  C.,  and 
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McBane. 


died  Nov.  15,  1884.  Mr.  Kelley  was 


where  they  now 


married  a 

|  second  time,  Jan.  20,  1886,  to  Miss  Arethusa  A. 
Moore,  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  March,  1864. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Moore,  and  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  whence  they 
afterward  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
reside.  Her  father  was  connected  with  the  Christ- 
ian  Church, 
of  his  wife  in  1832. 
children — William  A 

L  :  >. 

and  Arethusa  A 
Eda  E.  are 
Iowa  in  1864. 

:  *• 


His  birth  occurred  in  1826,  and  that 
Their  family  consisted  of  five 
,  Eda  E.,  John  F.,  Palmer  Q. 
Two  of  these,  William  A.  and 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Moore  came  to 
He  was  at  Fairbury,  Ill.,  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  had  lived  there  about  ten  years. 
He  commenced  his  ministerial  life  in  1853,  and  is 
earnestly  devoted  to  his  work,  and  has  been  pros¬ 
perous  in  his  calling.  He  is  strongly  Republican, 
and  upholds  the  principles  of  that  party  by  his 
vote  and  all  the  eloquence  at  his  command. 

Mr.  Kellejr  of  our  notice  engaged  in  the  hard- 

i.r.,. 


ware  business  in  1885,  and  keeps  a  general  assort¬ 
ment  of  everything  pertaining  to  his  line,  includ¬ 
ing  pumps,  woodenware,  etc.  He  carries  a  large 
stock  and  commands  a  fine  trade.  In  connection 
with  his  store  he  has  fitted  up  a  fine  set  of  mail 
boxes  for  the  use  of  his  friends  and  patrons.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  work¬ 
ing  at  the  business  for  ten  years,  and  that  experi¬ 
ence  has  been  very  valuable,  enabling  him  to  judge 
correctly  of  the  merits  of  machinery  and  hardware, 
and  is  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  his  business. 

From  the  time  of  his  coming  here  Mr.  Kelley 
has  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fel¬ 
low-townsmen.  He  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff  in  this  county 
for  two  years.  He  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Unadilla  Lodge  No.  229,  at  Troy 
Mills,  and  was  elected  Delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  Burlington  in  1886.  He  is  also  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  District. 


BRAHAM  SNYDER.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  is  pursuing  the  honorable  and  peace¬ 
ful  occupation  of  a  farmer,  on  section  1 5, 
Washington  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Jan,  27,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of 
George  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Dively)  Snyder,  who  were 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  George  S.  Snyder 
was  born  July  4,  1804,  and  lived  until  about  the 
year  1876,  at  which  time  he  left  his  home  to  go  on 
a  visit,  and  was  never  seen  or  heard  from  after¬ 
ward.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  Sny¬ 
der,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1799,  and  died  Sept.  13, 
1837.  Her  family  was  of  German  descent,  and  she 
was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  Dively,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  early 
manhood.  Soon  afterward  he  married  Miss  Annie 
Miller,  a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.  Of  this  un¬ 
ion  were  born  four  sons  and  five  daughters — 
Abraham,  Isaac,  Joseph,  George,  Barbara,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Francis  and  Anne.  The  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Abraham  Snyder, 
and  was  the  mother  of  four  other  children — George 
W.,  Elizabeth  A.,  and  Martha,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mary  came  to  Iowa  and  died  in  1859  ;  Frederick  is 
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living  in  Maryville,  Mo.,  and  by  profession  is  a 
lawyer;  he  has  held  the  position  ol  County  Judge 
for  several  years. 

Abraham  Snyder  and  Miss  Mary  15.  Chamberlain 
were  united  in  marriage  March  27,  1851).  Mrs.  Sny¬ 
der  was  born  March  18,  1841,  in  Otter  Creek 
Township,  this  county,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Rachel  (Davis)  Chamberlain,  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  Indiana,  respectively.  Mr. 
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Chamberlain  was  reared  in  Middlesex,  Mass.,  and 


from  here  he  went  to  Ohio,  from  which  State  lie 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  in  1830,  and  settling  in  Linn 
County,  in  1 838,  remained  there  for  a  space  of  over 
twenty  years,  when  he  peacefully  passed  away.  lie 
was  one  of  live  first  white  men  in  this  county,  and 
lived  to  see  the  remarkable  changes  wrought  in 
what  was  only  a  wild  territory  at  the  time  of  his 
arrival  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlain  became 
the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Mary  B. 
(Mrs.  Snyder),  Laura,  Lucy,  Davis,  Lowell  and 
Izanna. 

Seven  children  came  to  bless  the  household  of 
Mr.  Snyder  and  his  wife,  to  whom  they  gave  the 
following  names:  Simon  W.,  Lawson  E.,  Ulysses 
A.,  Eva  M.,  Minnie,  Arthur  ,7.  and  Davis  C.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres, 
which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  is  also  interested  in  the  breeding  of  Short¬ 
horn  cattle  and  Jgrsey  Red  swine,  which  latter  he  is 
making  a  specialty. 

Socially  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  member  of  the  Legion 
of  Honorl  G.  A.  R.,  Denison  Post  No.  244.  His  re¬ 
ligious  tendencies  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  society  at  Center  Point  he  has 
long  been  a  prominent  member,  a  teacher  of  the  Bi- 
ble-Classes  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  In  early  years  he  was  a  teacher  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  and  has  done  much  toward  training  the 
ideas  of  the  younger  members  of  the  community, 
and  enabling  them  to  become  good  and  worthy 
citizens.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye 
State  since  1855,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  31st  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 


being  mustered  in  at  Davenport.  The  first  move¬ 


ment  of  his  regiment  was  toward  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and 


iu  thirty-two  skirmishes  and  general  engagements, 
including  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was  present 


on  the  memorable  22d  day  of  May,  1803.  Al¬ 
though  receiving  several  very  close  calls,  he  fort-  | 
unatcly  escaped  injury,  never  receiving  a  wound.  [  1 


c  i 

He  was  with  Sherman  on  the  march  from  Atlanta 

BE  1  \ 


to  the  sea,  and  endured,  with  his  comrades,  all  the 
...  ,  .  ..  ,  .  .  .  .  .1  ,  1 


i  honorable  discharge,  being 
lisville,  Ky.  He  received  a 
3  in  the  service,  from  which 


A 

hardships  and  privations  incident  to  that  remarka¬ 
ble  journey.  He  performed  all  the  duties  of  a 
soldier  bravely  and  faithfully,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  received  an  honorable  discharge,  being 
mustered  out  at  Lou 
severe  sunstroke  while 

he  never  fully  recovered,  and  on  account  of  which 
lie  now  receives  a  pension.  He  is  spending  his  lat¬ 
ter  days  quietly  and  peacefully,  often  reviewing 
the  scenes  of  his  early  youth  and  his  soldier  life, 
taking  satisfaction  in  the  consciousness  of  a  well- 
spent  life,  believing  that  at  its  close  he  shall  receive 
the  reward  of  the  faithful 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Snyder’s  property 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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THOMAS  G.  LOCKHART.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  notice 
A  was  an  early  pioneer  of  the  Hawkeye  State, 
crossing  over  into  its  borders  in  the  month  of  June, 
1838.  He  occupies  a  fine  homestead  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Township,  on* section  8,  and  came  into  the  ter¬ 
ritory  while  it  was  still  named  the  Blackhawk  Pur¬ 
chase.  Mr.  Lockhart  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  being- 
born  in  Adams  County,  that  State,  May  28,  1814. 

He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  attended  the 
common  school,  and  remained  under  the  parental 

fc  i 

roof  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Brown)  Lockhart,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Thomas  Lockhart,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1789, 
and  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  into  Iowa,  where 
he  died  in  Benton  County,  in  1850.  His  wife,  Mary, 
was  born  in  1788,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1823.  By 
this  union  Mr.  Lockhart,  Sr.,  became  the  father  of 


five  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Matilda 


With  his  company  he  participated 


was  united  in  wedlock  with  John  Welsh,  and  only 
lived  nine  short  mouths  after  her  marriage;  Samuel 
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became  the  husband  of  Malinda  Wright;  Thomas, 
our  subject,  was  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth ; 
Eliza  F.  married  James  Hainline,  now  deceased; 
Mary  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elijah  Wood- 
Thomas  was  married  twice,  the  second  time  uniting: 
with  Mrs.  Mary  Stice,  a  native  of  Maryland.  Of 
this  nnion  there  were  no  children.  Thomas  G.  of 
this  notice  and  Miss  Lettie  Osborne  were  united  in 
marriage  Dec.  10,  1837.  Mrs.  Lockhart  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Susan  (Lewis)  Osborne,  natives  of  North  Carolina. 
Her  father’s  family  consisted  of  five  living  children 
— Matilda,  Lettie,  Joan,  Tabitha  and  John. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Lockhart  and  wife  has  been 
productive  of  eleven  children,  only  four  of  whom 
are  now  living.  A  son,  Craton,  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Mary  Cumberland;  Samuel  selected 
for  his  life  companion,  Miss  Mary  West ;  John  was 
united  with  Miss  Belle  Cross ;  Amanda  became  the 
wife  of  Oliver  Bunker;  Eliza  A.  married  S.  H.  El- 
lensworth ;  Jane  married  J.  W.  Osborn,  and  died  in 
1 883 ;  Moses  married  Mary  Ellensworth ;  he  became 
a  soldier  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  enlisting  in  Co.  B,  20th  Iowa  Yol,  Inf.,  in 
1862,  and  served  three  years;  he  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge,  and  died  some  years  since. 

Mr.  Lockhart  of  our  notice  emigrated  from  Ohio, 
to  Indiana  in  1837.  He  remained  in  the  Hoosier 
State  four  years,  then  crossed  over  the  boundary 
into  Illinois,  residing  there  about  two  years,  thence 
proceeded  to  Izard  County,  Ark.,  by  way  of  the 
White  River.  Here  he  also  remained  two  years, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  returned  to 
Illinois,  remaining  there  two  years,  and  then  came 
to  Johnson  County,  Iowa.  Two  years  comprised 
the  limit  of  his  stay  at  that  point.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Linn  County,  arriving  here  in  the  spring 
of  1840,  and  has  since  remained.  He  has  now  es¬ 
tablished  for  himself  a  comfortable  home,  and  has 
313  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land.  His  accumula¬ 
tions  have  been  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and 
energy,  and  he  takes  abundant  satisfaction  in  his 
later  years,  in  being  able  to  shelter  himself  under 
his  own  “vine  and  fig  tree,”  safe  from  the  outside 
noise  and  contention  of  the  world. 

The  Lockharts  are  the  proud  descendants  of  good 
old  Scottish  families.  They  have  all  been  noted  for 
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their  high  moral  principles,  strict  integrity,  wisdom 
to  know  the  right,  and  courage  to  perform  it. 
Thomas  G.  Lockhart  of  our  sketch  for  thirty  years 
has  been  identified  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  fraternity, 
and  is  now  connected  with  Viana  Lodge  No.  142, 
at  Center  Point.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  been  connected  with  the  Christian  Church  for 
the  long  period  of  thirty -five  years,  and  in  their 
daily  walk  and  conversation  have  set  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  In  politics  Mr.  Lockhart  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  always  keeping  an  eye  upon  meas¬ 
ures  as  well  as  men ;  he  votes  and  acts  conscien- 
tiously  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  in  this  as 
well  as  all  other  duties,  seeks  the  highest  good  of 
the  greatest  number.  He  is  a  citizen  whose  influ¬ 
ence  is  felt  in  the  community  to  which  he  has  been 
an  honor. 


AMES  D.  JORDAN,  a  wealthy  and  prosper¬ 
ous  farmer,  on  section  34,  Marion  Township, 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  far  New 
England,  in  the  State  of  Maine.  His  parents 
were  Risliworth  and  Charlotte  (Chase)  Jordan,  na¬ 
tives  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  respectively. 
They  were  married  and  settled  in  Maine,  and  lived 
there  until  the  fall  of  1852,  when  they  experienced 
a  strong  desire  to  emigrate  West.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  crossed  the  intervening  States  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State,  and 
located  near  Central  City,  Linn  County.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  prosecuted 
his  calling  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  16,  1858.  The  mother  died  near  Marion, 
Iowa,  Sept.  9,  1883,  surviving  her  husband  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  They  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
youngest.  Two  sons  and  three  daughters  still  sur¬ 
vive  the  parents. 

James  D.  Jordan  was  born  in  Hartland,  Me., 
Nov.  5,  1833.  He  received  a  common-school  edu¬ 
cation,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty  3'ears  old.  In  1854  he  bade  farewell  to 
parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  set  sail  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  for  the  land  of  gold.  The 
voyage  was  made  in  safety,  and  he  entered  the 
promised  land  and  at  once  engaged  in  mining.  He 
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met  with  fair  success,  and  remained  there  six  years, 
lie  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  remaining 
only  a  short  time,  however,  and  in  the  fall  of  I860 
made  the  trip  overland  to  the  Ilawkeye  State,  com¬ 
ing  to  Linn  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  near 
Central  City,  remaining  there  until  July,  1867, 
when  he  came  to  Marion,  and  made  a  purchase  of 
land  on  section  34,  which  has  since  remained  his 
home.  He  has  made  great  improvements  upon  his 
first  purchase,  has  cultivated  his  land,  and  erected 
a  good  dwelling  and  comfortable  outhouses.  His 
possessions  now  embrace  210  acres,  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber  land.  He  has  a  model  farm,  in 
every  respect  indicative  of  the  good  judgment, 
thrift  and  prosperity  of  its  owner.  In  farm  life,  as 
in  every  other  occupation,  intelligence  is  necessary 
to  success,  and  it  is  as  strongly  evinced  in  this  oc¬ 
cupation  as  in  any  other  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  the  fine  homestead  of  Mr.  Jordan  is  abuudant 
evidence  of  the  character  of  the  man. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  assumed  matrimonial 
and  domestic  ties,  Oct.  1,  18G2.  He  was  then 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Finson,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  J.  R.  and  Rachel  (Goss)  Finson,  who  were 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  Maine.  They  were 
married,  and  made  settlement  in  their  native  State, 
and  Mr.  Finson  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  settling 
near  Central  City.  The  wife  and  mother  had  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  her  native  State  previous  to  this 
removal.  He  remained  here  until  his  decease  and 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  Aug.  12,  1886.  The  family  comprised 
eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Jordan  was  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  near  Bangor,  Me., 
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Sept.  1,  1845.  By  her  maniage  with  Mr.  Jordan 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living — Mary  E.,  Harry  L.,  Olive  L., 
Bertha  G.,  J.  Sumner  and  Lynn  C.  The  destroyer 
visited  this  peaceful  nome  and  gathered  from  it 
four  of  the  inmates — Eli,  Guy  E.,  Ardie  and  James 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Leonard, 
and  resides  in  Linn  County,  Mo. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  a  man  of  weight  in  his  community, 
and  has  held  the  minor  offices  of  the  township.  He 
is  well  read  and  well  informed  upon  the  leading 
questions  of  the  day,  and  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Repub- 
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lican  party.  lie  entertains  strong  and  forcible 
views  as  to  right  and  wrong,  and  advances  his 
opinions  courageously,  and  at  the  same  time  tem¬ 
perately.  His  opinions  are  accoi'dingly  held  in 
much  respect,  and  sought  for  by  those  who  have 
reflected  and  read  less. 


VILLIAM  WI 
and  Margare 
were  resident 


MLLIAM  WILSON.  While  John  Wilson 
ret  (Carson)  Wilson,  his  wife, 
:sidents  of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
there  was  born  to  them  a  son,  to  whom  they  gave 
the  name  of  William.  It  is  he  of  whom  we  write, 
who  to-day  is  a  prosperous  farmer  on  section  30, 
Otter  Creek  Township.  William  was  the  eldest  of 
a  family  of  six  children,  the  names  of  the  other 
five  in  their  order  being,  Samuel,  Jackson,  Robert, 
Sarah  J.  and  Mary.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  elder  Wilson,  though  born  in  the  year  1798,  is 


still  living,  and  in  the  enjoyment,  of  excellent 


health.  His  wife  died  man}'  years  ago. 

Mr.  Wilson,  who  was  born  on  the  last  day  of 
January,  1833,  came  into  Iowa  as  early  as  the 
spring  of  1851,  passing  the  following  year  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  He  then  came  into  Linn  County, 
where  he  now  has  an  excellent  farm  of  ninety- 
seven  acres. 

In  the  year  1855,  March  1,  Mr.  Wilson  and  Miss 
Rebecca  J.  Thompson  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Linn  County.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Rebecca  (Ray)  Thompson,  and  was 
born  in  the  year  1 836.  Her  father,  William  Thomp¬ 
son,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1796,  and  died 
May  18,  1875;  his  wife  died  in  1840.  They  reared 
a  large  family,  ten  children  living  at  the  present 
time,  namely:  Robert,  Eliza,  Isabel,  James  R., 
Keziah,  William  S.,  Haddessa,  John,  Alexander 
and  Rebecca. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  been  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ten  children:  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  4,  1855, 
is  now  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Hendrickson;  Albert  T., 
born  Aug.  18,  1857,  married  Miss  Anna  Stick; 
Anna  M.,  born  Sept.  8,  1860,  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Mathena:  Isaiah  E.,  born  May  6,  1863, 
married  Miss  Libbie  Van  Altz;  Eda  E.,  born  Dec. 
2,  1865,  married  Nathan  Howard  Dickens;  Jessie 
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A.,  born  Aug.  4,  1868;  Joseph  H.,  born  Feb.  21, 
1871,  died  March  22,  1871;  Sarah  B.,  born  Jan. 
22,  1873,  died  March  24  of  the  same  year;  Edwin 
L.,  born  March  22,  1874,  died  July  26  of  the  same 
year,  and  William  C.,  born  April  20,  1878. 

In  1875  Mr.  Wilson  took  a  trip  over  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  spending  one  year  at  Woodbridge,  Cal. 
The  following  jrear  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  old  home  farm.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  in  the  community,  not  only  in  re¬ 
ligious  circles,  but  also  in  business  and  political 
matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  at  present  is  an  Elder  of  the  congregation 
meeting  in  La  Fayette.  Politically  he  is  a  Green- 
backer,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance. 
He  was  nominated  on  the  Fusion  ticket  in  1885  for 
County  Treasurer,  and  made  a  gallant  contest 
against  R.  M.  Jackson,  nominee  of  the  Republican 
party,  coming  within  180  votes  of  being  elected. 
This  compliment  to  Mr.  Wilson  was  highly  appre¬ 
ciated,  as  it  would  be  by  any  good  citizen,  although 
he  never  sought  nor  wanted  the  position.  He  not 
only  has  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county,  but  he  has  ample  ability  to  fill  any  official 
position  in  the  county. 
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RIEDRICK  PETER,  a  representative  Ger¬ 
man  citizen  and  farmer  of  this  county,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  35,  Otter  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Oct.  22,  1837.  He 
came  to  America  in  1851,  landing  at  New  Orleans, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  working  as  a 
common  laborer.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  worked  on  a  farm 
until  1864,  when  he  was  drafted  into  the  army. 
He  served  ten  months,  and  was  at  the  battle  of 
Spanish  Fort.  He  escaped  without  a  hurt,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  July  20,  1865. 

Our  subject  was  married,  May  3,  1882,  to  Sarah 
Rauch.  She  was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  31,  1850,  of  German  parentage.  Her  parents 
were  Tobias  and  Anna  N.  Guiger.  Her  father 
died  May  15,  1873,  and  her  mother,  Nov.  27, 
1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Joseph,  Emma,  Caroline  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Peter  has  200  acres  of  fine  land,  wrhich  is 


well  cultivated.  He  is  doing  a  general  farming 
business,  and  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the  most 
productive  in  the  township.  It  shows  in  every 
part  the  thrifty  care,  skill  and  intelligence  of  its 
owner.  Mr.  Peter  has  worked  from  the  position 
of  a  common  laborer  to  that  of  a  substantial  and  ; 
well-to-do  farmer.  What  he  has  of  this  world’s  jjUi 
goods  he  has  won  by  his  own  industry  and  perse-  } 
verance.  To  his  labors  he  brings  a  high  order  of 
intelligence,  which,  with  his  excellent  judgment 
and  unswerving  integrity,  have  made  him  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  influence  in  the  community. 

In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 


alia 


^  OHN  BANNING,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  21,  Otter  Creek  Township,  born  in  Tus¬ 
carawas  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  23,  1822,  is  the 
son  of  Richard  and  Justina  (Risher)  Banning, 
natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  respect¬ 
ively.  The  senior  Mr.  Lanning  was  born  April  11, 

1798,  of  English  and  Welsh  extraction,  and  died  in 
this  township  May  13,  1885.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  U~jT 
Episcopal  Church,  although  reared  under  the  influ-  r-_ 
ence  of  Quaker  teachings.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat.  Justina,  his  wife,  was  born  Sept.  11, 

1803,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (MowrejQ  Rasher,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  of  German  descent.  Richard  and  Justina 
Lanning  were  the  parents  of  ten  children — John, 
Martin,  Jacob  M.,  Lydia,  Absalom,  Nancy  Jane 
and  Leonard  N.,  and  triplets  who  died  shortly  after 
birth. 

Mr.  Lanning,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Marga¬ 
ret  J.  Thomas,  born  May  17,  1835,  and  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Goldsbury)  Thomas. 

Her  parents  were  natives  of  Maryland,  and  of  En¬ 
glish  and  Welsh  extraction,  respectively.  The 
father  died  Jan.  26,  1850,  aged  seventy-two  years, 
ten  months  and  ten  days;  the  mother  was  born 
Feb.  29,  1797,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1870.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children — 

Isaac,  James  B.,  Susan  E.,  John  M.,  Alfred,  Golds¬ 
bury,  Joseph,  Mary  M.,  Margaret  J.,  William  W. 
and  Horace  S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lanning  have  be- 
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come  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  is 
deceased :  Joseph  1).,  born  June  15,  1800;  15.  E., 
June  25,  1863;  Edgar  N.,  March  24,  1805;  Owen 
W.,  July  15,  1809. 

Mr.  1  ..anning  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  excel¬ 
lent  land,  well  cultivated,  with  a  fine  dwelling- 
house  and  barn.  lie  came  to  Iowa  in  1851,  which 
has  thus  been  his  home  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
century.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  stock-breed¬ 
ing,  giving  special  attention  to  Short-horn  cattle 
and  Chester  White  hogs.  His  farm  shows  evidence 
of  the  skill,  taste  and  enterprise  of  its  owner. 

Mr.  Lanning  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mi*.  Lanning  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  and  for  eight  years 
has  served  as  Elder  of  the  church  at  LaFayette. 
With  this  excellent  couple,  Christianity  is  a  living 
real  it}',  influencing  and  brightening  their  lives,  and 
they  so  let  their  light  shine  before  them,  that 
others,  seeing  their  good  example,  may  follow  them. 

Mr.  Lanning  is  a  member  of  Center  Point  Lodge 
No.  142,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Junior  and 
Senior  Warden,  and  also  Worshipful  Master  for 
five  or  six  years.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1866. 
He  is  also  a  Knight  Templar,  and  endeavors  to 
present  good,  square  and  perfect  work.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Lanning  is  a  Democrat  and  Prohibitionist. 
He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well-earned  com¬ 
petence,  the  result  of  his  own  skill,  industry  and 
perseverance,  and  can  look  back  upon  a  well-spent 
life,  conscious  of  never  having  done  a  willful  wrong 
to  anyone.  He  has  the  esteem,  confidence  and  af¬ 
fection  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  who  delight  to 
do  him  honor. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Lanning’s  fine  resi¬ 
dence  appears  in  this  work. 


RASMUS  F.  LAMB  is  a  successful  and  enter¬ 
prising  farmer,  located  in  Grant  Township, 
on  section  20,  his  farm  comprising  120  acres. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1866,  and  purchased  his  pres¬ 
ent  homestead,  upon  which  he  has  remained  since 
that  time.  Mr.  Lamb  is  a  native  of  Vigo  County, 
Ind.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  April  21,  1841. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Barnes) 
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Lamb,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  New  York  State  p 
respectively.  The  birth  of  John  Lamb  occurred  p 
Sept.  16,  1814.  He  is  still  living,  and  engaged  in 
farming  in  Stephenson  County,  111.  Mrs.  Catharine 
Lamb  was  born  in  February,  1810,  and  departed 
this  life  in  February,  1852,  in  Illinois.  She  had 
become  the  mother  of  eight  children,  one  by  a 
former  husband,  Mr.  Johnson.  By  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Lamb  there  were:  Daniel,  Sarah  J.,  Oras- 
mus  F.,  John,  Louisa  (deceased),  Oscar  and  Andrew. 
John  Lamb  contracted  a  second  marriage  after  the 
death  of  his  first  partner,  with  Miss  Mary  Shumway, 
and  of  this  union  there  were  born  two  children — 
Ella  and  Wallace. 

Orasmus  F.  Lamb  remained  with  his  parents  dur¬ 
ing  his  earlier  years,  attending  the  common  schools 
and  assisting  in  the  lighter  labors  of  the  farm.  In 

&  °  .  3  h 

early  manhood,  March  16,  1871,  he  was  married  to  ?  • 
Miss  Mary  E.  Rodgers.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  her  birth  took  place  March  18,  1849.  Her 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Cheadle)  Rodgers, 
natives  respectively  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  they  moved  to  this 
State  in  1851,  where  the  father  died  in  1860;  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Their  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  viz.:  Asa,  Samuel,  John,  Joseph,  c 
Ellen,  Mary  E.,  Iowa,  Emma  J.  and  William. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lamb  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren — Ethel  C.,  Mildred  F.,  Mabel  G.,  Carl  II., 
Earl  A.  and  John  R. 

Mr.  Lamb  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  April, 
1861,  leaving  Rock  River  Seminary  in  Ogle  County, 
to  become  a  member  of  the  1 1th  Illinois  Infantry. 

He  enlisted  at  Freeport,  Ill.,  under  the  call  for 
75,000  troops  for  three  months,  and  after  serving  - 
his  time  re-enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  for  three 


S' 


years, 


or  during 


the  war.  He  participated  in  a 


number  of  general  engagements,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson  by  a  minie  ball,  which 
entered  the  center  of  the  right  heel,  passed  around 
the  bone  and  lodged  in  the  instep,  where  it  was  ex¬ 
tracted  by  a  surgeon.  At  the  same  time  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
for  about  ten  days,  and  at  Nashville  was  re¬ 
captured  by  the  Union  forces.  He  entered  the 
service  as  a  private,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  First  Lieutenant  in  1864.  He  served  his  full 
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time  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  January,  1866,  and  now  receives  a 
pension  on  account  of  his  wound. 

Mr.  Lamb  is  an  earnest  adherent  of  Republican 
principles,  and  lends  the  weight  of  his  influence  to 
the  support  of  his  party.  He  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  townsmen,  and  has  held  the 
various  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  now  at  this 
writing  (October,  1886)  candidate  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  convention  for  Clerk  of  Linn  County.  He  is 
a  member  of  Post  No.  181,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Walker, 
and  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  185,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at 
Center  Point.  He  was  Commander  of  the  Post  for 
two  years  after  its  organization.  He  is  a  great 
favorite,  both  socially  and  in  a  business  point  of 
view,  is  well  read  and  intelligent,  and  is  a  valued 
factor  in  the  business  and  social  element  of  his 
community. 


vSBLr 


ENRY  NILES  is  a  pioneer  settler  of  College 
Township,  this  county,  having  come  here 
in  the  fall  of  1860.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  Dec.  29,  1813.  His  father  -was  engaged  in 
;  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  was  also  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  of  American  parentage.  In  early 
years  he  was  married  in  his  native  State  and  county 
to  Miss  Abigail  Chandler,  also  a  native  of  Chenango 
County.  By  her  union  with  Calvin  Niles  she  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Henry 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  The  parents  re¬ 
moved  to  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  in  1840,  and  there 
L  their  lives  terminated  about  five  years  afterward. 

At  the  early  age  of  eight  years  our  subject  was 
\  deprived  of  parental  care,  and  placed  among  stran¬ 
gers,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  For  thir¬ 
teen  years  he  made  his  home  with  Mr.  Alpheus 
Hall,  who  prided  himself  npon  being  a  genuine 
“  Yankee,”  and  who  lived  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
There  Henry  Niles  attained  his  majority,  and  soon 
afterward  started  out  independently  to  seek  his 
fortune.  He  had  acquired  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
while  in  Pennsylvania,  and  had  become  a  skillful 
workman.  Before  making  his  final  settlement,  how¬ 
ever,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  upon  a  very  im- 
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portant  matter,  which  was  no  less  than  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Oct.  17,  1835,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Catharine  E.  Pulis,  a  sketch  of 
whose  father,  Aaron  B.  Pulis,  is  given  in  another 
part  of  this  Album. 

Mrs.  Niles  was  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa., 
born  April  18,  1815.  She  remained  with  her  par¬ 
ents  until  her  marriage,  assisting  her  mother  in 
household  duties,  and  fitting  herself  for  the  wife  of 
a  pioneer.  Ity  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Niles  she  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased:  Louisa  E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  F. 
Borghart  (see  sketch)  ;  William  F.  resides  at  home, 
and  assists  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm ; 
George  H.  married  Miss  Maggie  Heath,  and  they 
reside  on  a  farm  in  Sac  County,  Iowa;  their  union 
has  been  blest  by  three  children — Lewis,  Ida  A. 
and  Walter  F. ;  Elnora  became  the  wife  of  Morti¬ 
mer  Ilulce,  a  farmer,  and  they  are  carrying  on  ag¬ 
riculture  in  Crawford  County;  their  home  circle  is 
made  complete  by  the  birth  of  six  children — Lula, 
Eugene,  Lillian  M.,  Frank,  Edna  and  Bertha;  one, 
an  infant,  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Niles  remained  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  time 
after  his  marriage,  carrying  on  agriculture,  and  en- 
2-ao-ing-  to  some  extent  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
1860  he  resolved  to  change  his  location,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  turned  his  face  westward,  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  and  came  into  Iowa.  For  four  years 
he  was  engaged  in  cultivating  rented  land,  and  then 
purchased  forty  acres  partly  improved,  which  he 
soon  sold,  and  made  a  larger  purchase  of  160  acres, 
eighty  of  which  he  afterward  disposed  of,  and  the 
balance  constitutes  his  present  homestead.  This  is 
well  improved  and  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  In 
addition  to  mixed  husbandry,  he  is  also  engaged  in 
stock-raising.  During  the  first  years  he  worked  at 

his  trade  when  time  and  opportunity  afforded,  in 

> 

connection  with  the  duties  of  the  farm. 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Niles  are  highly  esteemed,  and  oc¬ 
cupy  a  good  standing  in  the  community.  They  are 
identified  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing.  Mr.  Niles  prides  himself, 
politically,  upon  being  identified  with  the  National 
Greenbackers.  He  has  held  some  of  the  local 
offices  of  his  township,  having  been  Trustee  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  honest  and  upright  in 
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his  business  transactions,  and  is  held  in  kindly  es¬ 
teem  by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  lie  has  watched 
with  interest  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
county,  and  has  contributed  his  portion  toward 
maintaining  it  in  its  present  position.  lie  is  amply 
entitled  to  be  classed  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen. 


EYI  WILLIAMSON,  a  prominent  and  re¬ 
spected  farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  owns 
and  occupies  a  comfortable  homestead  in 
the  suburbs  of  Lisbon.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  having  been  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Nov.  G,  1821.  His  father,  Theodore  Will¬ 
iamson,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Va.,  and 
removed  to  Ohio  in  1808.  His  first  location  was 


made  in  Fairfield  County,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  tim¬ 
ber  laud  and  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 
Upon  this  he  labored,  and  lived  to  see  the  reward 
of  his  efforts  in  smiling  fields  and  growing  grain, 
and  one  of  the  pleasantest  homesteads  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country.  He  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  there,  leaving  behind  him  a  record  of  good 


deeds  and  the  heritage  of  an  honorable  name  to  his 


descendants.  He  was  married  in  early  manhood  to 
Miss  Rhoda  Prather,  who  shared  her  husband’s 
labors  and  struggles,  and  died  upon  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Fairfield  County.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  youngest. 

Levi  Williamson  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  upon  the 
home  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1866.  He  was 
ambitious  and  of  an  adventurous  turn  of  mind,  and 
longed  to  see  the  country  that  lay  beyond  the 
Father  of  Waters.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  men¬ 
tioned,  he  turned  his  face  westward  and  came  into 
Iowa.  The  appearance  of  the  country  pleased  him 
from  the  first,  and  he  at  once  purchased  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  has  since  remained  and  which  lies 
on  section  12,  adjoining  the  corporate  limits  of  Lis¬ 
bon.  His  farm  comprises  100  acres,  the  greater 
part  under  cultivation,  with  a  good  area  of  pasture, 
and  sixteen  acres  of  timber  land.  None  of  it  has 


JJ  fl 

been  allowed  to  go  to  waste,  every  acre  being  util¬ 
ized  and  made  valuable.  Everything  in  and  about  : 
the  homestead  is  indicative  of  the  industry  and  g 
good  taste  of  its  owner.  It  is  one  of  the  model  6 
farms  of  Linn  County,  and  an  ornament  to  that  jj 
section  of  country. 

The  marriage  of  Levi  Williamson  and  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Grantham  was  celebrated  Oct.  16,  1850.  Mrs  ■ 
W.  was  born  in  Berkley  Township,  Frederick  Co.,  g  j 
Va.,  Oct.  16,  1825,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our 
subject  has  become  the  mother  of  ten  children ; : 
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those  living  are  Charles  M.,  Edward  E.,  Mary  L., 


fin 


fit 


James  T.  and  Claude  G.  Samuel  A.,  Annie  M., 
Frank,  Lizzie,  and  an  infant  are  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the 
support  of  which  they  contribute  as  their  means 
will  justify.  They  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  g 
neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  are  amply  filling  g- 
their  station  as  good  citizens  and  valuable  members  g  } 
of  society. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Williamson’s  resi¬ 
dence  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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OIIN  R.  JONES  is  a  well-known  farmer 


S' 


residing  on  section  2,  Washington  Town-  s  J 

s-l! 


ship,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  the  State,  cross-  " 


ing  the  Mississippi  at  an  early  day.  He  is  a 


native  of  Ohio,  having 


in  Trumbull 


He  came  to  Iowa  at  the  S  ! 

| :  l 

and  located  in  Jackson  a  ,|- 


been  born 

County,  March  29,  1831 
age  of  nineteen  years. 

County,  near  Bellevue,  where  he  purchased  300 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  remained  for  a  period 
of  six  years.  He  then  sold  his  farm  and  went  to 
Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  forty-two 
acres,  upon  which  he  remained  for  the  next  two 
years.  He  then  sold  this  small  farm,  retraced  his 
steps  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  and  there  purchased  jj 
a  tract  of  290  acres,  upon  which  he  remained  until 
1869.  He  then  disposed  of  this  piece  of  property, 
and  proceeded  to  Linn  County,  where  he  became 
possessed  of  250  acres,  which  he  still  retains.  This 
tract  comprises  some  of  the  finest  farming  land  in 


s;i 


the  State,  and  he  also  has  eighty  acres  in  Hall  g 


County,  Neb.,  twenty  of  which  is  under  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

John  R.  Jones  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth 
(Rodgers)  Jones.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ireland,  respectively.  His  mother 
came  with  her  parents  to  this  country  when  she 
was  a  child  three  years  of  age.  Jesse  Jones  was 
born  in  1810,  and  died  in  September,  1875,  in 
Jackson  County,  Iowa.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was 
born  in  1812,  and  died  in  Jackson  County  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  death  of  her  husband;  her  death 
occurred  in  1855.  This  worthy  pair  became  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  who  are  recorded  as 
follows :  Priscilla  and  Aquilla  (twins)  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  then  came  Elizabeth,  James,  Maria,  Jessie, 
Abner,  John  R.  (of  this  notice),  Margaret,  Am¬ 
brose,  Angeline,  and  some  others  who  died  in 
infancy. 

John  R.  Jones  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Kiefer  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  24,  1850. 
Mrs.  Jones  is  a  native  of  Northampton  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  Dec.  5,  1829,  her  parents  being 
George  W.  and  Christina  (Donner)  Kiefer,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  George  Kiefer  was 
born  in  1802,  and  died  in  September,  1875,  in  his 
native  State.  His  wife,  Christina,  was  five  years 
his  junior,  born  in  1807,  and  also  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania  in  1854.  Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
six  children — Susanna,  Elizabeth,  Harriet,  William, 
George  W.  and  Samuel;  the  latter  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Kiefer  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance, 
and  was  united  with  Miss  Amelia  Defenderfer,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  six  children — 
Mary  A.,  Charlie,  Harry,  Emma,  Nancy  and 
Joseph. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  and  his  amiable  part¬ 
ner  have  become  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  record  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  George  W.  was  born  Oct.  24,  1851,  and 
married  Miss  Cornelia  Foster;  Aaron  was  born 
Aug.  27,  1853,  and  died  Oct.  18,  1854;  Wilson, 
born  June  25,  1855,  married  Miss  Marian  Chese- 
bro;  Francis  A.,  born  March  27,  1857,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence  Nichols;  Thomp¬ 
son  was  born  Nov.  18,  1858;  Rodgers,  born  March 
22,  1861,  died  April  15  of  the  same  year;  Naomi 


was  born  May  22,  1862,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Warren  Chesebro;  Elizabeth  was  born  July  11, 
1864;  John  H.,  July  1,  1866;  Charles  N.,  Dec.  26, 
1869;  Isaac  B.,  Feb.  26,  1872;  Samuel  L.,  July 
26,  1874. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  after 
thousands  of  volunteers  had  responded  to  the  call 
of  the  countiy  for  protection  against  rebel  in¬ 
vasion,  Mr.  Jones  became  the  subject  of  the  draft 
of  1864,  and  cheerfully  shouldered  his  musket,  en¬ 
tered  the  ranks,  and  served  bravely  and  faithfully 
until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  He  is  a  stanch  ad¬ 
herent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  measures  tending  toward  the  public 
good.  His  influence  is  invariably  cast  on  the  side 
of  high  moral  principles  and  strict  integrity.  His 
amiable  and  estimable  partner  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  while  not 
identifying  himself  with  any  religious  denomina¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Jones  has  the  highest  respect  for  that  true 
Christianity  which  impels  man  to  recognize  his 
brother-man  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

SIMON  THURSTON,  of  Clinton  Township, 
comes  from  a  fine  old  family,  whose  brave 
deeds  and  noble  principles  made  them 
noteworthy  for  generations  back.  He  was 
the  youngest  son  of  his  father’s  family,  and  is  the 
only  surviving  member.  His  birthplace  was  May- 
field,  N.  Y.,  and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  county.  He  lived  upon  a  farm  from  his 
early  infancy,  and  became  perfectly  familiar  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  After  arriving  at  the  age  of 
manhood,  being  imbued  with  great  energy  and 
hope,  and  having  a  prospect  of  success  in  life,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lovina  Bemis, 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Stephens)  Bemis, 
natives  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut  respectively. 
They  were  of  English  descent,  and  the  family  pre¬ 
serves  a  record  of  its  history,  dating  back  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War.  The  parents  were  married 
in  New  England,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
New  York  State,  settling  in  Fulton  County,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  became 
the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  four  of 
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whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Thurston  was  the 
youngest  child  in  the  family,  of  which  three  daugh¬ 
ters  only  are  now  living.  She  was  born  in  May- 
field,  Fulton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4,  1808,  and  remained 
with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Through  the 
training  of  a  careful  mother  she  became  an  adept 
in  all  those  domestic  arts  upon  which  the  happiness 
of  a  household  so  largely  depends,  and  which  have 
enabled  her  to  be  a  good  wife  and  mother.  She  is 
the  mother  of  five  children,  and,  though  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  retains  her  physical  and  mental 
vigor  to  a  surprising  degree.  One  of  her  children 
died  in  infancy,  and  the  remaining  four  she  reared 
to  years  of  maturity.  Two  of  these  are  yet  living, 
the  eldest,  Alonzo  II.,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  Album,  and  Oscar  S.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Margaret  Johnson,  and  is  now  residing 
in  Tama  County,  Iowa;  this  son  is  a  skillful  painter. 
Melissa  J.,  deceased,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  j’cars,  unmarried ;  Mary  J.  was  the  wife  of 
William  McKee,  who  survives  her;  by  her  death 
two  sons  were  bereft  of  a  mother’s  care — I  rank  W. 
and  John  II. ;  Charles  E.  died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Thurston  located  on  a 
farm  in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  until  1864.  lie  then 
concluded  to  change  his  location,  and  turned  his 
face  westward.  In  December  of  that  year  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Linn  County,  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  he  remained  ten  years,  and  subsequently 
purchased  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  sixty 
acres.  This  he  has  carefully  cultivated,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  the  prosecution  of  his  la¬ 
bors  here. 

The  grandfather  of  Simon  Thurston  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  participated  in 
many  of  the  battles  of  that  long  struggle  for  free¬ 
dom  and  independence.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character,  and  performed  all  his  military 
duties  with  a  bravery  and  courage  peculiar  to  the 
\  soldiers  of  that  memorable  struggle.  In  early  life 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Denney,  a  lady  of  New 
York  State,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  four  sous 
and  seven  daughters.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
whose  name  was  Daniel,  was  one  of  the  younger 
sons,  born  in  Mayfield,  N.  Y.,  and  married  in  Ful¬ 
ton  County  to  Miss  Catharine  Sammons.  The  old 


soldier  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  well  stricken  in 
years,  and  left  a  record  of  good  deeds  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  high  moral  principles  as  a  heritage  to 
their  descendants.  Daniel  Thurston  and  his  wife 
reared  a  family  of  six  children — four  sons  and  two 
daughters — and  after  a  most  worthy  life  they  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Mayfield,  Fulton  Co.,  N.  Y. 
They  were  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  worthy  descendants  of  a  long  line 
of  honorable  ancestry. - 

Mr.  Simon  Thurston  was  an  old-line  Whig  in  the 
days  of  his  early  manhood,  but  when  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  was  organized  he  endorsed  its  principles, 
and  since  that  time  has  conscientiously  given  his 
voice  and  vote  to  promote  the  principles  of  Repub¬ 
licanism,  which  he  believes’  now  to  be  the  true 
foundation  stone  upon  which  American  citizens 
may  build  with  safety  and  honor. 


'it/ AMES  MILES,  a  prominent  resident  of 
Spring  Grove  Township,  is  a  native  of  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire,  England,  born  Jan.  31,  1838. 
He  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Anne  (Watts) 
Miles,  who  were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children,  as 
follows;  Susan,  Thomas,  James,  Louisa,  Robert, 
Mary  A.,  Burgis,  William,  Jane,  Nathan,  Samuel, 
Lucy,  Emma,  Eliza,  and  two  who  died  unnamed  in 
infancy.  Robert  Miles  spent  all  his  life  in  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  died  there  in  1884;  the  mother 
is  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  came  to  America 
in  1853,  landing  in  New  York  City,  and  remained 
in  the  Empire  State  about  nine  months,  employed 
as  an  assistant  on  a  farm.  He  then  decided  to  go 
West,  and  proceeded  to  Illinois,  going  into  Du 
Page  County,  where  he  engaged  to  work  on  a  farm, 
and  remained  there  four  years.  He  then  returned 
to  New  York  State,  where  he  spent  fifteen  months, 
then  back  to  Illinois,  where  he  staid  five  months, 
and  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War. 
He  then  enlisted,  Aug.  14,  1862,  in  the  105th  Illi¬ 
nois' Infantry,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war, 
being  mustered  in  at  Dixon,  Ill.  The  regiment 
proceeded  to  Chicago,  remained  in  camp  some  two 
weeks,  and  was  then  ordered  to  Frankfort,  Ivy7., 
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thence  to  Bowling  Green,  and  then  to  Gallatin, 
Tenn.  Mr.  Miles  was  soon  taken  seriously  ill,  and 
as  there  seemed  little  prospect  of  his  recovery  while 
in  the  army,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  on 
the  3d  of  January  following. 

Mr.  Miles  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane 
E.  Yenard,  Sept.  19,  1863.  Mrs.  Miles  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Slain)  Venard.  Her 
mother  is  now  deceased,  but  her  father  still  sur¬ 
vives,  and  is  living  in  Illinois.  The  parental  fam¬ 
ily  consisted  of  seven  children — Anne,  John,  Jane, 
-  Nellie,  Charles,  James  and  Thomas. 

The  household  of  Mr.  Miles  has  been  brightened 
by  the  birth  of  two  children — Minnie  L.  and  Frank 
B.  The  homestead  comprises  eighty  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land,  a  tasteful  farm  dwelling,  and  good 
barns  and  outhouses.  .  Mr.  Miles  came  to  Iowa  in 
March,  1866,  and  ten  }rears  later  became  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  his  present  farm.  He  has  been  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  industrious,  and  is  rated  among  the  intelli¬ 
gent  and  representative  farmers  of  the  Ilawkeye 
State. 


ETER  F.  MATIIENY.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  is  one  of  the  early  settler’s  of  Otter 
Creek  Township,  now  residing  on  section  32, 
on  a  handsome  farm  of  eighty  acres,  all  in 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  born  in  Guern¬ 
sey  County,  Ohio,  May  10,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Susanna  (Balis)  Matheny.  His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  1801,  dying  in  the  State  of  his  nativity  in 
1846.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
in  Otsego  Count}/  in  1799,  and  died  June  26,  1867. 
They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Martha  J.,  born  Jan.  23,  1824;  Julia  A., 
April  16, 1826  ;  Mary  R.,  Dec.  17, 1828 ;  Peter,  May 
10,  1830;  Katurah,  April  5,  1832;  Charles  H., 
May  20,  1834,  and  John  M.,  Dec.  11,  1836. 

Peter  F.  of  this  notice  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Nancy  Edaburn,  Feb.  13,  1853.  She  was 

They  have  become  the  par- 
Benjamin,  born 

Jan.  2,  1854;  Joseph,  May  4,  1856;  Theodore, 
March  18, 1860;  John  M.,  born  April  6,  1864,  died 


U  born  Dec.  28,  1831. 

ents  of  six  children,  as  follows 
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Sept.  2,  1865;  George,  born -April  13,  1866,  and 
Mary  E.,  April  13,  1874. 

Mr.  Matheny  came  to  Iowa  in  1854.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  carpenter,  and  also  engaged  in 
farming,  which  occupation  he  has  pursued  ever 
since.  He  has  been  the  architect  and  contractor 
for  many  large  and  fine  barns  in  the  county.  He 
has  been  industrious,  temperate  and  economical, 
and  is  one  of  the  excellent  citizens  who  have  as¬ 
sisted  in  building  up  the  county  and  township,  and 
as  such  is  highly  esteemed  in  his  community.  He 
has  one  son,  Joseph,  who  married  Miss  Maggie  Wil¬ 
son.  The  others  are  still  single. 

/ILL  I  AM  B.  PARKYN  is  a  prominent  and 
successful  stock-raiser  of  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  27.  Lie  is  the 
only  son  and  eldest  child  of  Joseph  and  Jane 
(Brown)  Parky n,  natives  of  Cornwallshire,  near  St. 
Ives,  England.  They  were  reared  and  married  in 
their  native  shire,  and  followed  the  peaceful  occu¬ 
pation  of  agriculture.  Soon  after  marriage  they 
emigrated  to  the  New  World,  proceeding  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  located  in  Honesdale,  Wayne  County. 
This  was  in  1833.  The  father  set  himself  to  work 
as  best  he  could  to  maintain  his  family,  sometimes 
working  as  a  day  laborer.  After  accumulating 
sufficient  means  he  engaged  as  a  farmer  upon  his 
own  account,  pursuing  that  occupation  in  Wayne 
County  until  after  the  birth  of  his  two  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  The  other  child 
was  a  daughter,  Eliza  J.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  Johns,  and  is  now  living  in  her  native 
county  on  the  old  homestead.  The  household  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johns  has  been  brightened  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  viz.:  Hattie  J.,  Mary 
and  Naomi  (both  married),  Orange,  Chillian,  Harry, 
Elsie  and  Archie.  The  death  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  occurred  Aug.  8,  1857,  in  Wayne  County, 
when  she  was  forty-seven  years  old.  In  due  time 
the  father  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Mrs. 
Sallie  (Avery)  Lee,  a  lady  of  American  descent 
and  parentage.  Of  this  union  no  children  were 
born.  After  his  second  marriage  the  father  re¬ 
moved  to  Warren  County,  Pa.,  where  other  mem- 
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bers  of  the  family  finally  settled,  and  there  his  life 
terminated,  Jan.  23,  1884.  11  is  wife  died  there 

in  August,  1886. 

William  15.  Parkyn  completed  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Northern  Pennsylvania,  and  re¬ 
mained  an  inmate  of  the  parental  household  until 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  when 
he  was  married,  Oct.  21,  1858,  to  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Pulis,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  born  July 
22,  1840.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  and 
Angeline  (Burns)  Pulis,  and  was  of  good  old  Scot¬ 
tish  and  German  ancestry.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa.  He  died 
in  his  native  county,  July  30,  1876.  The  home  of 
the  mother  continues  to  be  in  Wayne  County,  al¬ 
though  at  this  writing  she  is  visiting  her  daughter, 
the  wife  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  She  was 
born  Oct.  15,  1819,  and  is  consequently  sixty -seven 
3rears  old. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  Parkyn  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  six  children :  Jane  A.,  the  wife  of  C. 
E.  Bonner,  was  born  Feb.  13,  1860.  Mr.  Bonner 
is  an  educated  man,  and  Principal  of  the  school  at 
Fairfax.  He  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa., 
and  was  born  June  15,  1853.  He  came  to  Iowa  in 
the  spring  of  1877,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Parkyn 
March  27,  1881.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children — Elbert,  born  Jan.  1,  1882,  and  Harold 
R.,  March  30,  1884.  Ida  E.,  born  Jan.  10,  1862, 
became  the  wife  of  William  Darr,  who  is  a  native 
of,  and  was  reared  in  Linn  County;  they  are  re¬ 
siding  on  a  farm  in  Fairfax  Township,  and  are  the 
parents  of  one  child — Jessie  Ik,  born  Aug.  22, 
1883.  Amanda  L.,  born  May  16,  1864,  is  the  wife 
of  Olif  Olver,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  and 
they  occupy  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  Mr. 
jUJ  P.  purchased  when  he  came  to  Linn  County,  which 
lies  on  section  1,  Fairfax  Township;  they  have  two 
^  hi  children — I.  Lilian,  born  Oct.  28,  1882,  and  Ruby 
P.,  March  16,  1884.  Leonard  E.,  born  July  30, 
1869,  is  living  at  home;  Lucy  B.,  born  Nov.  23, 
1871,  and  Evelin  E.,  Aug.  8,  1877,  complete  the 
family  circle. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  the  subject  of 
{  our  sketch  began  life’s  duties  as  a  teacher  in  the 
^  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  which  occupa¬ 
tion  he  followed  during  the  winter  seasons  of  nine 
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years,  continuously.  His  first  purchase  of  seventy 
acres  of  land  was  located  in  Wayne  County,  and 
during  the  summer  seasons  he  turned  his  attention  3 
to  agriculture.  He  was  ambitious  and  adventur-  3  [ 
ous,  however,  and  had  been  casting  his  eye  toward 
the  young  and  growing  West,  and  he  finally  set 
out  for  the  Hawkeye  State,  arriving  there  in  March, 

1 865,  and  at  once  made  the  purchase  of  eight3r 
acres  of  land,  which  he  still  continues  to  own,  and  a  1 
which  is  located  on  section  1,  Fairfax  Township. 

He  improved  and  cultivated  this  continuously  for 
twelve  years,  and  from  wild  prairie  soil  it  has  be¬ 
come  a  finely  cultivated  farm.  He  subsequently 
made  an  additional  purchase  of  120  acres,  which 
he  settled  upon  in  the  spring  of  1877,  and  which 
constitutes  his  present  homestead.  The  location  is 
one  of  the  choicest  in  the  county,  the  farm  being 
on  the  divide  between  the  Iowa  and  Cedar  Rivers, 
which  encompass  it  on  either  side.  His  buildings 
are  of  first-class  description,  and  the  home  dwelling 
stands  in  a  beautiful  grove,  and  is  embellished  with 
all  the  attractions  and  conveniences  of  a  modern 
farm-house. 

The  elder  members  of  the  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship,  and  Mr.  Parkyn  is  one  of  the  Trustees,  and 
has  filled  the  offices  of  Steward  and  Class-Leader. 

He  is  a  man  who  commands  the  confidence  and  es¬ 
teem  of  his  community,  and  has  held  the  minor 
offices  of  the  township.  Politically  he  is  a  solid 
Republican,  and  endorses  the  principles  of  that 
party  with  conscientious  fidelity. 


)  OHN  J.  FLEMING,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  a  representative  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizen,  now  residing  on  section  14, 
Otter  Creek  Township,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ind.,  June  8,  1827.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (McCrury)  Fleming.  His  father  was 
born  in  1777,  and  died  in  Indiana  in  1833;  the 
mother  was  born  in  1795,  and  died  in  March,  1877, 
having  remained  a  widow  forty-four  years.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  Jennie  A.  married  Jacob  Ferris,  and  died 
in  1844;  Betsy  H.  married  Harrison  Metcalf ;  Mary 
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N.  married  Henry  Metcalf;  Nancy  married  T.  Ev¬ 
ans;  James  married  Miss  Evans,  who  died  some 
five  years  after,  leaving  two  children ;  his  second 
wife  was  Rachel  Phillips,  who  died,  leaving  six 
children;  for  his  third  wife  he  chose  Mrs.  Arminda 
Chiselette,  by  whom  he  had  two  children;  John  J., 
our  subject;  Samuel;  William  M.  married  Miss 
Anne  Eliza  Eastman,  who  died  after  some  twenty- 
seven  years  of  married  life ;  he  next  married  Miss 
Sadie  Shinn. 

John  J.  Fleming  married  Miss  Juliette  Payne, 
July  2,  1855.  She  was  born  in  Vermilion  County, 
Ill.,  June  12,  1838,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Aug)  Payne,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The  dates  of  the 
births  and  deaths  of  the  parents  are  not  known,  but 
it  is  supposed  that  he  died  in  1849,  in  California, 
and  the  mother  about  1840.  They  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Minerva,  Maria  H.,  Wright,  Squair, 
Susan  and  Donahue;  Delilah  married  H.  Jarrett; 
Julia  E.  was  the  youngest  child  in  her  father’s  fam¬ 
ily,  and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  was 
the  mother  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Chauncey, 
born  in  November,  1856,  married  Miss  Martha 
Adams;  Calista  married  Thomas  Bell;  Elmer;  John 
W. ;  Julia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Douglass  Knapp;  Nel¬ 
son  A. 

Mr.  Fleming  has  260  acres  of  fine  land,  all  under 
cultivation.  He  has  high  grades  of  Short-horns, 
arid  his  success  betokens  his  skill  as  an  agricultur¬ 
ist.  In  the  year  1864  Mr.  Fleming  was  drafted  and 
assigned  to  Co.  H,  16th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was 
with  Sherman  through  the  Atlanta  campaign  and 
the  march  to  the  sea,  and  participated  for  some  ten 
days  in  the  siege  of  Savannah.  He  was  never 
wounded,  nor  was  he  ever  in  the  hospital  on  ac¬ 
count  of  sickness. 

Mr.  Fleming  has  held  the  offices  of  Trustee  and 
Road  Supervisor.  Though  a  Greenbacker  in  senti¬ 
ment,  he  usually  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  have  been  connected  with 
that  body  since  1863.  Mr.  Fleming  has  taken  the 
Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow-craft  degrees  in  the 
Masonic  Lodge  at  Center  Point,  and  expects  ere 
long  to  receive  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Ma¬ 
son.  Mr.  Fleming’s  farm  is  one  of  the  pleasantest 


Bii 


and  best  cultivated  in  the  township,  and 
roundings  are  such  as  will  attract  the  attention  and 
please  the  taste  of  every  passer-by.  In  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lives  he  bears  an  excellent 
reputation  as  a  business  man  and  citizen,  and  holds 
a  high  place  in  the  affections  of  his  neighbors. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Fleming’s  handsome 
residence  appears  in  this  work. 

OHN  PENLY,  deceased,  -was  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Maine  Township,  and 
established  a  comfortable  home  on  section 
19.  He  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  was  horn  Oct.  8,  1839.  He  remained  in  his 
native  State  until  1854,  and  then,  being  greatly 
desirous  of  trying  his  fortunes  in  the  new  West, 
bade  adieu  to  his  old  home  associations,  and  started 
upon  the  long  journey  to  the  western  hank  of  the 
Mississippi.  After  crossing  the  borders  of  the 
Hawkeye  State  he  came  into  Linn  County,  first  lo¬ 
cating  at  Jordan’s  Grove,  where  he  remained  until 
1864,  thence  he  removed  to  the  Bowdish  farm, 
near  Waubeek,  on  section  18  of  Maine  Township. 
Here  he  erected  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  Dec.  17,  1885. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Mary 
D.  (Jordan)  Penly,  also  natives  of  Maine.  The 
former  was  born  Oct.  12,  1811,  and  the  latter  Nov. 
16,  1815.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children, 
of  whom  our  subject  was  the  younger,  the  name  of 
his  brother  being  James.  Capt.  John  Penly,  the 
grandfather,  was  born  in  Maine,  May  11,  1782. 
The  great-grandfather  of  John  Penly  was  a  native 
of  England,  and  came  to  America  before  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War.  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Penly’s  grand¬ 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Sail}'  Dyer;  she  was 
born  Dec.  16,  1791. 

John  Penly’s  marriage  took  place  at  the  Bowdish 
farm,  near  Waubeek,  in  September,  1864,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Josephine  A.  Bowdish, 
daughter  of  John  and  Lovina  (Sheldon)  Bowdish, 
who  were  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
of  whom  a  brief  sketch  is  given  in  the  biography 
of  Bowdish  Bros,  in  this  volume.  The  parents 
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came  to  Linn  County  in  1 862,  settling  in  Maine 
Township,  where  they  died,  the  father  Sept.  17, 
1873,  and  the  mother  Nov.  14,  1878.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children — Mary  A.,  Elizabeth 
W.,  Agrippa  S.,  Mary  A.  (2d),  Sarah  J.  and  Jose¬ 
phine  A. 

Mrs.  Josephine  A.  Penly  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y  .,  Nov.  30,  1841.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  she  became  the  mother  of  live  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  living  are  Ed¬ 
gar  YV.,  born  July  19,  1869;  Mary  J.,  born  Oct. 
31,  1873;  and  John  II.,  born  Sept.  19,  1883.  Ed¬ 
gar  is  a  student  in  the  school  at  Anamosa,  Iowa. 

John  Penly  was  an  esteemed  member  of  this 
community,  and  his  death  was  deeply  lamented. 
His  associations  all  through  life  had  been  of  that 
character  which  tended  to  elevate  his  mind  and 
improve  his  understanding.  He  consequently  be¬ 
came  a  man  of  decided  views,  and  possessed  the 
courage  to  uphold  the  right  and  protest  against  the 
wrong.  He  was  eminently  a  useful  citizen,  morally, 
socially  and  religiously.  With  the  excellent  lady 
who  is  now  bereaved  of  his  counsel  and  companion¬ 
ship,  he  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  which,  at  his  death,  fully  realized  that  it 
had  lost  in  him  a  strong  friend  and  earnest  sup¬ 
porter. 

As  being  among  the  leading  citizens  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Linn  County,  the  accompanying  por¬ 
traits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penly  will  be  viewed  with  a 
large  degree  of  interest. 


^OIIN  BOMGARDNER  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
breeders  of  full-blood  Norman  horses  in 
Linn  County,  and  formerly  operated  largely 
in  Holstein  cattle,  by  which  he  obtained  a 
reputation  which  extended  all  over  the  State  of 
He  resides  and  carries  on  his  business  near 


Iowa. 

the  limits  of  Cedar  Rapids  City  in  College  Town¬ 


ship,  being  located  on  section  4.  He  is  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  of  good  old  German  an- 
;  cestry,  and  was  born  Dec.  22,  1848.  His  father, 
Peter  Bomgardner,  was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  County,  reared,  however, 
in  Somerset  County,  and  married  there.  The 


grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  named  Peter, 
and  he  was  a  native  of  Germany;  his  mother  was 
of  French  descent.  He  emigrated  from  the 
“  Fatherland”  to  the  United  States  when  a  young 
man,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  mar¬ 
ried;  his  wife  was  also  of  German  ancestry.  These 
excellent  people  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  in  1840,  and  remained  there  until 
their  death,  engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  ag¬ 
riculture,  and  accumulating  a  fine  property.  They 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  both  father  and  mother 
attaining  to  more  than  eighty  3rears. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Yonkard,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  county.  After 
their  marriage  they  remained  there  for  some  years, 
and  until  after  the  birth  of  their  six  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  fourth  child.  In  1854 
they  'removed  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  eighteen 
months  later,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  determined  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  Hawkeye  State.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  crossed  the  prairies  of  Illinois,  were  ferried 
across  the  Mississippi,  and  entering  the  bounds  of 
Iowa,  proceeded  to  Linn  County,  where  the  father 
established  a  home,  and  entered  actively  upon  the 
duties  of  a  new  life.  He  obtained  possession  of  a 
sawmill,  and  took  a  contract  for  furnishing  ties  and 
timber  to  the  Northwestern  Railroad,  which  was 

then  in  process  of  building.  After  this  was  ac- 

# 

complished,  he  again  became  interested  in  farming, 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Rapids  Township, 
which  he  improved  and  which  remained  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  2,  1881.  The 
decease  of  the  mother  had  taken  place  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1853,  previous  to  their  removal  from  that 
State. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  with  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  the  age  of  sixteen.  Ilis 
taste  did  not  then  incline  to  agriculture,  and  he 
became  apprenticed  to  learn  the  art  of  designing 
and  house-painting.  For  eight  years  he  worked 
under  the  instruction  of  LI.  P.  Briton,  who  is  now 
proprietor  of  the  Revere  Llouse  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Succeeding  this,  Mr.  Bomgardner  worked  at  his 
trade  on  his  own  account  for  three  years,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  butcher  business  for  another  three 
years.  This  was  in  1878,  and  shortly  afterward  he 
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turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  purchased  an 
improved  tract  of  160  acres  on  section  15,  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township.  This  farm  he  still  owns  and  has 
brought  it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and 
erected  upon  it  substantial  buildings.  This  he  oc¬ 
cupied  for  a  number  of  years,  taking  possession  of 
his  present  homestead  recently. 

Mr.  Bomgardner  and  Miss  Adelane  E.  Hawkins 
were  united  in  marriage,  May  2,  1869.  Mrs.  Bom¬ 
gardner  is  a  native  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1847.  Her  parents  are  Edward 
J.  and  Eliza  J.  (Brainard)  Hawkins.  After  the 
birth  of  their  daughter  they  removed  from  the 
Buckeye  State,  proceeding  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  in 
1856.  From  there  they  came  to  Linn  County  in 
1861,  which  they  have  since  made  their  home. 
The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bomgardner  has 
been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  eight  children — 
Edwin  C.,  Bertrand  F.,  Loyd  C.,  Otto  L.,  Harry 
W.,  George  I.,  John  D.  and  Mabel  J. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Bomgardner  are  known  as  wise  par¬ 
ents  and  good  neighbors,  with  firm  and  conscien¬ 
tious  ideas  as  to  right  and  wrong,  and  train  their 
children  in  the  way  they  should  go.  They  are  es¬ 
teemed  in  their  community  as  among  the  best  citi¬ 
zens,  and  the  present  occupation  of  Mr.  Bomgard¬ 
ner  has  won  for  him  an  enviable  reputation  through¬ 
out  the  State,  his  herds  having  become  noted  as 
among  the  most  finely-bred  animals  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  In  politics  Mr.  Bomgardner  is  an 
earnest  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  National 
Greenback  party.  He  has  decided  views,  and  is 
fearless  in  his  advocacy  of  them. 
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pjVENJAMIN  GITCHELL  is  a  wealthy  repre- 
sentative  farmer  of  Grant  Township,  own¬ 
ing  and  occupying  a  beautiful  homestead  on 
section  22.  He  is  a  native  of  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  born  Dec.  11,  1847,  and  a  son  of  Delos  and 
Zerilda  (Keys)  Gitchell,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania..  Delos  Gitchell  was  born  Oct.  1,  1823,  and 
is  a  manufacturer  of  hats  and  caps  at  Haverhill, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Zerilda  Gitchell  was  born  in  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  in  1828,  and  is  still  living.  The  parental 
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household  included  five  children,  viz.,  Benjamin, 
Ada  (now  Mrs.  F.  G.  Wood),  Joseph  H.,  Mary 
and  Kittie. 

The  marriage  of  Benjamin  Gitchell  and  Miss 
Annie  Kerby  was  celebrated  in  Melbourne,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  Aug.  5,  1881.  Mrs.  Gitchell  was  born  Sept. 
1,  1857,  in  the  city  of  London,  England,  from 
which  she  emigrated  to  Australia  in  1876.  Her 
parents  are  still  living  in  the  city  of  her  birth. 

Mr.  Gitchell  remained  with  his  parents  until 
early  manhood,  receiving  careful  training  at  home 
and  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  After 
arriving  at  suitable  age,  he  went  into  the  English 
navy  and  remained  for  one  and  a  half  years.  In 
1868  he  went  to  Australia,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mining  for  gold  about  six  years.  He  returned 
home  to  America  in  1876,  thence  back  to  Australia, 
and  home  again  in  1883. 

Mr.  Gitchell  returned  to  America  in  1883,  came 
into  the  State  of  Iowa,  purchased  a  tract  of  fine 
farming  land,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  has  been  rather 
favored  of  fortune  throughout  his  life,  and  has  en¬ 
joyed  the  good  things  of  the  world  in  abundance, 
being  particularly  successful  in  later  years.  He 
lias  180  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  highly  improved 
and  cultivated,  with  a  handsome  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  outhouses,  costly  farm  implements  and 
machinery,  and  all  the  appliances  for  carrying  on 
agriculture  in  the  most  modern  and  highly  im¬ 
proved  manner.  Upon  his  farm  is  a  living  spring 
of  water  which  he  would  not  part  with  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  dollars.  He  is  now  about  to  engage  in 
the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  He  has  already  a  yard  of  choice 
Plymouth  Rock  chickens. 

Mr.  Gitchell  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportu¬ 
nities  in  traveling  around  the  world,  and  can  re¬ 
late  hundreds  of  interesting  incidents  connected 
with  his  experience  among  the  continents  of  the 
world  and  the  islands  of  the  sea.  He  has  been  to 
nearly  every  point  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and 
has  seen  many  strange  sights  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  and  hfis  had  a  rich  experience  enjoyed 
by  few. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gitchell  have  no  children.  Mrs. 
Gitchell  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Epis- 
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copal  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Gitchell  is  a  straight¬ 
forward  Republican,  lie  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  community,  and  is  always  foremost  to  in¬ 
dorse  every  good  work  and  purpose  tending  to  the 
advancement  of  his  county  and  community,  in  ele¬ 
vating  its  social  status,  and  improving  its  educa¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  liberal  and  cheerful  contributor  to 
worthy  objects,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of 
his  community  to  encourage  a  worthy  enterprise, 
llis  homestead,  a  view  of  which  appears  on  another 
page,  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the 
landscape  of  Linn  County,  and  is  the  abode  of  a 
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generous  and  graceful  hospitality 
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AVID  A.  NEWMAN,  of  Center  Point,  is  a 
prominent  citizen,  and  highly  esteemed  in 
his  community.  He  is  carrying  on  the 
business  of  farming,  and  is  also  interested 
in  a  thriving  grocery  trade.  Mr.  Newman  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky,  and  was  born  in  Nicholas.  Coun¬ 
ty,  April  12,  1830.  He  is  the  son  of  Agusta  and 
Malinda  (Slain)  Newman,  natives  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  respectively.  They  are  now  deceased. 
The  father  of  our  subject  moved  to  Indiana  at  an 
early  da}',  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death 
in  White  County,  that  State.  The  mother  came  to 
Linn  County  in  18G4,  and  died  here  in  1871.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz. :  William, 
Thomas,  Cassandra,  Edward,  Nelson,  Sarah  J.,  U. 
A.,  Jessie  and  Joseph. 

Mr.  Newman  of  this  notice  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Lucinda  Ennes  in  1853.  She  was 
born  in  1837,  and  died  in  1860.  The  following 
year  Mr.  Newman  formed  another  marriage  tie, 
this  time  with  MissMahala  Morris,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  who  is  also  now  deceased.  By  his  first 
marriage  Mr.  Newman  became  the  father  of  one 
child,  and  by  the  second,  three  children;  two  only 
of  these  are  married. 

In  his  youth  Mr.  Newman  was  occupied  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  At 
that  time  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  engaged  at  work  in 
a  sawmill  in  the  year  1854.  In  the  spring,  how¬ 
ever,  he  had  put  in  a  crop  of  grain,  harvesting  it 
before  he  engaged  at  work  in  the  mill.  He  had 
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already  secured  a  claim  to  eighty  acres,  and  this  he 
industriously  cultivated,  adding  to  it  ten  more 
acres,  and  is  also  the  possessor  of  town  lots  in  Todd- 
ville.  In  this  latter  place  he  has  also  been  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  is  now  located  on  Water 
street  at  Center  Point.  1 1  is  stock  consists  of  fine 
groceries  and  provisions,  and  all  the  commodities 
that  go  to  make  up  a  general  store,  suited  to  the 
wants  of  every  household,  from  clothing  to  the 
luxuries  of  cigars  and  tobacco. 

Such  has  been  the  character  of  Mr.  Newman,  all 
his  dealings  being  so  honorable  and  upright,  and 
his  manners  so  genial  and  affable,  that  he  has  se¬ 
cured  a  large  trade,  which  is  constantly  on  the  in¬ 
crease.  He  came  to  Center  Point  in  1885,  and  has 
extended  his  operations  all  over  the  county.  He 
has  been  deprived  of  the  partner  of  his  joys  and 
sorrows,  but  has  not  thought  fit  to  renew  the  ties 
of  matrimony.  Mr.  Newman  is  a  Republican,  and 
religiously  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Christian  Church.  He  has  contributed  his  quota 
toward  the  present  success  and  prosperity  of  the 
little  city,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  important 
and  valuable  members  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Newman  is  a  member  of  G.  A.  R.  Post,  No. 
244,  of  this  city. 
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'  OIIN  McSIIANE.  This  gentleman  is  a  high¬ 
ly  respected  resident  of  Brown  Township, 
and  the  owner  of  forty  acres  on  section  19. 

The  land  comprising  his  homestead  is  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  everything  about  it  ~  { 

'  i 

indicates  system,  economy  and  thrift.  He  came  •  i 
here  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  history  of  the  county, 
and  identified  himself  with  its  interests  as  an  honest 
and  loyal  citizen,  and  enjoys  his  reward  in  the  es¬ 
teem  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

John  McShane  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  parents’ 
family,  consisting  of  nine  children,  six  boys  and 
three  girls.  lie  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 

April  13,  1811,  and  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  the  spring  of  1846,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Iowa  via  the  Monongahela  River  in  Pennsylvania,  . 
thence  via  the  Ohio  River  to  its  mouth,  then  by  i 
way  of  the  Mississippi  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  > 

iba 


there  hired  teams  and  came  direct  to  Linn  Town¬ 
ship.  He  remained  here  eight  years,  and  then  de¬ 
cided  upon  a  removal  to  Kansas.  A  short  stay  of 
six  months  there  satisfied  him,  and  he  returned  to 
this  county,  locating  m  Marion  Township,  and  re¬ 
maining  there  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he 
made  his  final  settlement  in  Brown  Township,  where 
he  has  since  been  a  resident. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Jane 
(McDonald)  McShane,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
where  they  were  married  and  where  they  settled 
for  a  short  time.  Not  being  quite  satisfied  with 
their  condition,  they  emigrated  to  the  western  part 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  remained  there  for  some 
years,  and  there  the  mother  died  in  1842.  The 
father  remained  there  for  nine  years,  then  came  to 
Linn  Township,  joining  his  son  here,  and  his  life 
terminated  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

John  McShane  and  Miss  Frances  McLaughlin  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  May  4, 
1843.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Margaret  McLaughlin,  and  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  April  18,  1824.  By  her  union  with  our 
subject  she  became  the  mother  of  ten  children : 
Francis,  Margaret  L.,  Lewis  C.,  Isaiah  II. ,  George 
W.,  Charles  E.,  Alonzo,  Everett  T.,  Cora  J.  and 
Otho  C.  Francis  resides  in  Brown  Township ;  Mar¬ 
garet  died  here  in  1868;  Lewis  C.  lives  in  Nebras¬ 
ka;  Isaiah  died  in  1862 ;  George  W.  and  Charles  E. 
reside  in  Brown  Township ;  Alonzo  lives  in  Marion 
Township;  Everett  T.  resides  in  Springville;  Cora 
is  at  home,  and  Otho  in  Brown  Township.  Mrs. 
McShane  departed  this  life  in  Brown  Township, 
June  28,  1874. 

For  nearly  twenty-five  years  Mr.  McShane  has 
been  one  of  the  School  Directors  in  Linn  Township, 
and  is  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters,  be¬ 
lieving  that  as  the  twig  is  bent  the  tree ’s  in¬ 
clined.”  In  his  religious  views  he  inclines  to  Pres¬ 
byterianism,  although  his  deceased  lady  was  an 
earnest  adherent  of  the  Baptist  faith. 

Mr.  McShane  has  cast  his  vote  at  fourteen  Pres¬ 
idential  elections,  and  takes  great  pride  in  the  fact 
that  he  has  voted  for  every  Democratic  candidate 
from  Jackson  to  Cleveland,  with  one  exception, 
that  of  Horace  Greeley.  Pie  is  very  decided  in  his 
opinions,  and  when  he  becomes  confident  that  he  is 


right  he  fearlessly  upholds  them.  Pie  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  all  public  matters,  both  local  and  gen¬ 
eral.  He  has  been  Road  Supervisor  in  his  district 
for  eighteen  years,  and  whenever  it  lay  in  his 
power,  has  labored  diligently  to  promote  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  his  township  and  county.  It  is  to  men  of 
like  energy  that  the  great  commonwealth  of  Iowa 
is  indebted  for  the  position  she  holds  among  the 
States  of  the  Union. 


JOSEPH  CUSTER,  of  College  Township,  is 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  leading  cit¬ 
izens  of  Linn  County.  He  is  located  on  a 
beautiful  farm  of  160  acres  lying  on  section 
In  addition  to  this  homestead  he  also  owns 
thirty  acres  in  Putnam  Township,  which  comprises 
a  belt  of  good  timber  land.  Pie  still  holds  the  pat¬ 
ent  signed  by  President  Fillmore  in  1851,  when  Mr. 
Custer  first  came  to  this  county,  for  all  the  land  he 
now  owns. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Jan.  9,  1825.  His 
father,  John  Custer,  was  a  farmer  and  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  came  with  his  father,  Paul  Custer,  to 
Wayne  County  while  the  State  was  still  a  Territory. 
Paul  Custer  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  good 
old  German  ancestry.  From  the  Goverment  he  se¬ 
cured  a  tract  of  land,  where  he  settled,  and  laid  out 
the  village  of  Dublin  in  said  county,  and  there  lived 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  man  eminently 
successful  in  his  business  transactions,  and  accumu¬ 
lated  a  fine  property.  He  was  public-spirited  and 
liberal,  and  was  considered  a  valuable  member  of 
the  community.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Garver, 
their  union  occurring  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which 
State  the  lady  was  a  native,  and  of  pure  German 
descent  and  parentage.  Her  life  terminated  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  Ind.,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  his 
parents’  family  of  nine  children.  They  all  lived  to 
years  of  maturity,  and  were  all  married  before 
death  made  any  inroads  in  the  family.  The  young- 
est  of  the  family,  a  son,  was  the  first  to  pass  away 
from  earth,  and  b}'  his  death  two  young  children 
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were  left  fatherless.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  this  family  was  Rebecca  Rippey.  She 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1805,  and  was  one  year 
younger  than  her  husband ;  the  latter,  John  Custer, 
is  yet  living,  and  resides  at  Hagerstown,  lnd.  lie 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  and  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success,  having  accumulated  a  fine 
property  in  his  later  years,  lie  was  twice  married, 
and  became  the  father  of  eighteen  children,  nine 
children  by  each  wife.  Ilis  first  wife  was  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  and  she  died  in  Dublin,  lnd.,  in 
1840.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  of  six  sons 
and  three  daughters,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
John  Custer’s  second  wife  was  Miss  Polly  Harris, 
a  native  of  Tennessee. 

Joseph  Custer  was  seventeen  years  old  when  the 
decease  of  his  mother  occurred.  He  was  educated 
in  the  log  school-house  of  the  day,  and  soon  after 
the  decease  of  his  mother  he  set  out  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  under  the  instruction  of 
Abraham  Hiney,  of  Wayne  County,  lnd.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  this  gentleman  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  when  he  began  work  on  his  own  account.  He 
first  proceeded  to  Elkhart  County,  where  he  started 
in  business  for  himself,  and  in  due  time  married 
Miss  Martha  J.  Elsea,  who  was  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  born  April  23,  1832.  By  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  C.  she  became  the  mother  of  three  sons, 
two  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  they  having  died 
of  consumption,  which  disease  also  terminated  the 
life  of  the  mother.  Her  death  took  place  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  23,  1878.  She 
was  a  loving  mother,  an  affectionate  wife,  and  a 
faithful  friend.  Her  son  who  is  living,  B.  PL,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Candora  Ray,  and 
they  i-eside  in  Greene  County,  Iowa ;  he  is  a  farmer, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  The 
sons  who  are  deceased  were  William  H.,  who  was 
married  to  Viola  Tiffany,  and  who  became  the 
father  of  two  children;  he  died  in  Greene  County; 
Eddy  E.  married  Mary  Streams,  and  at  his  death 
left  a  widow  and  one  child. 

In  due  time  after  the  decease  of  his  first  partner, 
gfflSl  Mr.  Custer  was  a  second  time  married,  Aug.  23, 
1880,  in  Greene  County,  to  Mrs.  Cornelia  (Brown) 
Ruckman.  She  was  a  Virgina  lady,  born  April  13, 
1832,  and  came  West  with  her  first  husband  and  her 
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parents  in  1850.  Their  first  settlement  was  made 
in  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  thence  they  removed  to 
Linn  County,  where  the  life  of  the  father  termina¬ 
ted;  her  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Custer  there  is  no  is¬ 
sue.  The  present  Mrs.  Custer  owns  a  farm  of  100 
acres  in  Greene  County,  Iowa. 

Joseph  Custer  started  out  in  life  a  poor  man,  his 
only  possession  an  ox-team.  He  is  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  family  now  living  who  settled  in  College 
Township  at  that  time.  He  endured  all  the  strug¬ 
gles  that  were  incident  to  the  life  of  an  early  pio¬ 
neer,  but  bravely  and  unflinchingly  held  his  way, 
and  succeeded  amid  difficulties  that  would  have 
discouraged  many  another  man.  To  such  men  as 
he  is  the  Hawkeye  State  largely  indebted  for  its 
position  among  the  youngest  States  of  the  Union, 
and  the  record  of  their  labors  and  their  trials  form 
the  best  monument  that  can  be  reared  to  their 
memory,  which  will  endure  when  marble  columns 
shall  crumble  into  dust. 


Sr  , 


ESLEY  STEPHENS,  an  energetic  and  en¬ 
terprising  citizen  of  Cedar  Rapids,  occu¬ 
pies  the  responsible  position  of  supply  mas¬ 
ter  of  the  paint,  oil,  varnish  and  glass  department 
of  the  B.  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  at  this  point.  He  has 
had  a  large  experience  in  this  department  of  the  in¬ 
dustrial  world,  and  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  2 
position  which  he  holds. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  born  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  s 
Nov.  3,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  A.  Pallas  and  Char¬ 
lotte  (Manley)  Stephens,  natives  of  New  York  State. 

The  father  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where 
they  engaged  in  farming.  After  arriving  at  the 
years  of  manhood  he  left  the  parental  roof,  went  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Brown  County,  engaging  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  which  he  followed  for  five 
years,  and  then  retired  forever  from  the  labors  of 
life,  his  decease  occurring  in  1844.  The  mother  also 
departed  this  life  the  same  year.  They  were  the  :  ■< 
parents  of  three  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  - 
being  the  only  one  living. 

Wesle}-  Stephens  spent  the  most  of  his  time  at 
school  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  removed  : 
with  his  parents  to  the  Prairie  State  and  served  an 
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apprenticeship  at  the  painter’s  trade  in  Quincy,  Ill.,' 
where  he  remained  over  two  years.  He  was  of  an 
ambitious  and  adventurous  disposition,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  more  of  this  part  of  the  world.  Start¬ 
ing  out,  he  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  and  worked  a 
part  of  one  summer  there  at  his  trade.  Thence  he 
went  to  New  Orleans,  thence  north  to  Michigan, 
stopping  at  Three  Rivers,  in  the  meantime  pursu¬ 
ing  his  trade  as  opportunity  offered.  At  the  latter 
place  he  became  employed  in  the  drug  house  of  F. 
Dilla,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1853  partially  retraced  his  steps,  went  to  Ma¬ 
rengo,  Ill.,  where  he  spent  the  winter,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  and 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has  since  been  a 
resident.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Stephens 
became  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits  as  sales¬ 
man  for  Higley  Bros.,  with  whom  lie  remained  for 
about  ten  years.  He  then  went  to  McGregor,  Iowa, 
in  the  interest  of  Green  Bros.,  opened  a  store  there, 
and  remained  a  part  of  the  summer.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  engaged  as  book¬ 
keeper  for  M.  B.  Brow,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years.  Thereafter  he  sold  goods  for  Daniels  &  Co. 
for  about  the  same  time.  After  this  he  was  elected 
Constable,  and  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  four 
years,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  an  oatmill  for 
Higley  Bros.,  and  was  then  appointed  to  his  present 
position,  in  1881. 

The  marriage  of  Wesley  Stephens  and  Miss  C.  S. 
Johnson  was  celebrated  in  1864.  Mrs.  S.  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsjdvania,  and  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Margaret  (Bowhin)  Johnson,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  four 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  living  are : 
A.  H.  Johnson;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Thoren,  and  Mrs. 
Stephens.  The  father  died  in  1865,  and  the  mother 
is  still  living  in  Linn  County,  where  they  removed 
in  1848.  They  were  early  settlers  of  Rapids  Town¬ 
ship,  where  the  father  improved  a  farm  and  built  a 
small  log  house,  which  he  afterward  replaced  by  a 
comfortable  brick  dwelling,  and  good  barns  and 
outhouses.  He  was  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
thrifty  farmers  of  Linn  County,  and  highly  esteemed 
1*3*  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  have  become  the  parents 
of  three  children — Maggie  S.,  Charlotta  E.  and  Nel¬ 
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lie  G.  They  own  and  occupy  a  fine  frame  residence 
at  the  corner  of  D  avenue  and  Ellis  street,  and 
their  home  is  replete  with  all  the  comforts  of  life 
and  many  luxuries.  In  politics  Mr.  Stephens  affili¬ 
ates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  an 
important  factor  of  a  well-to-do  and  intelligent  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  contributing  his  share  toward  the 
maintainance  of  morality,  good  order,  and  all  those 
things  which  constitute  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  a  populous  city. 

y'TLLIAM  B.  ARMSTRONG.  The  subject 
of  the  following  notice  is  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  W.  B.  Armstrong  &  Co. 
grocers,  in  Marion.  He  is  a  native  of  the  proud 
old  Bucke3'e  State,  born  in  Columbiana  County, 
Jan.  30,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Rachel 
(King)  Armstrong,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
ancestors  emigrated  from  the  North  of  Ireland. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State,  re¬ 
ceiving  a  common-school  education,  and  then  and 
there  were  implanted  those  principles  which  formed 
the  basis  of  a  strong  character,  and  at  the  same 
time  insured  his  success  in  life. 

William  B.  Armstrong,  in  early  manhood,  be¬ 
came  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Berlin, 
Holmes  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  until  1854, 
when,  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his 
operations,  he  decided  to  emigrate  further  West. 
He  accord  i  ugh’  crossed  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  placed  the  Mississippi  river  behind  him, 
came  over  into  Iowa,  proceeded  to  Linn  County, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Franklin  Township.  This 
he  at  once  took  possession  of,  and  for  three  }rears 
improved  and  cultivated  it.  He  then  removed  to 
Davenport  and  was  employed  at  carpenter  work 
and  farming,  jointly,  until  1860,  when  he  returned 
to  this  county,  locating  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  entered 
upon  the  business  of  general  merchandise,  which 
he  prosecuted  for  twenty-two  years,  or  until  June, 
1882.  He  then  removed  to  Marion,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Butterfield  in  the  groceiy 
business,  which  connection  existed  for  three  years, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Butterfield, 
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and  in  August,  1885,  retired  from  active  labor 
until  January,  188G,  when  he  established  himself  in 
the  grocery  trade,  with  A.  J.  Emerson  as  partner, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  1$.  Armstrong  ife  Co. 
The  firm  carries  an  average  stock  of  $5,000,  and 
does  an  extensive  business,  which  is  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Armstrong  and  Miss  Phoebe 
A.  Hough  was  celebrated  at  Berlin,  Holmes  Co., 
Ohio,  in  1850.  The  bride  was  a  daughter  of  Will¬ 
iam  Hough,  Esq.  She  was  born  in  York  County, 
Pa.,  was  carefully  reared  by  excellent  parents,  and 
remained  with  them  until  her  marriage.  Of  the 
union  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  have  been 
born  four  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Frank 
Hough  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie 
White,  and  they  reside  in  Hyde  Park,  a  beautiful 
suburb  of  Chicago;  William  H.  married  Miss  Ellen 
McCullough,  and  their  home  is  in  Cedar  Rapids; 
Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Downie,  of 
Marion. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  his 
community,  where  he  has  identified  himself  with 
the  business,  social  and  educational  interests.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and  President 
of  the  School  Board,  while  a  resident  of  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  and  his  opinion  was  consulted  on  all  matters 
of  importance  and  deferred  to  with  uniform  re¬ 
spect.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  pol¬ 
itics  Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  conscientious  Democrat, 
voting  uniformly  with,  and  steadfastly  upholding 
the  principles  of,  that  party,  in  the  sincere  belief 
that  they  are  the  principles  by  which  the  country 
can  be  most  safely  governed. 


GEORGE  W.  DRIPS.  Among  those  who 
came  here  in  185G,  and  who  have  since  re¬ 
sided  in  the  county,  being  continuously  oc¬ 
cupied  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  who  have  met 
with  good  success  in  the  prosecution  of  that  voca¬ 
tion,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice.  lie  is  living  on 
section  12,  Linn  Township,  where  he  has  a 
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good 


and  productive  farm,  embellished  with  a  line  resi-  - 
deuce,  two  good  barns,  and  other  necessary  out¬ 
buildings  for  the  carrying  on  of  his  vocation.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Drips,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Myers) 
Drips,  were  born  in  Ohio.  After  marriage  they 
located  in  Knox  County,  that  State,  and  there  the  ! 
father  died,  about  1869.  The  wife  and  mother  is 
still  living,  now  residing  with  her  daughter.  Of 
their  family  of  ten  children  six  were  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

George  W.  Drips  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’ 
children,  and  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 

Feb.  27,  1836.  Living  at  home  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  manhood,  during  which  time  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family,  by 
working  on  the  farm,  he  went  forth  to  fight  the 
battles  of  life  single-handed  and  alone.  In  the  fall 
of  1856  he  came  to  this  county,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  the 
following  fall  came  back  to  this  county  and  pur¬ 
chased  ninety  acres  of  land  in  Linn  Township, 
located  on  section  1 2,  and  on  which  he  is  living  at 
this  writing.  At  the  time  of  his  purchase  there  was 
a  small  cabin  on  the  place,  which  our  subject  oc-  \ if 
cupied  with  his  family  for  about  five  years,  and 
until  he  was  enabled  by  his  labor  and  economy  to 
build  a  small  frame  house.  In  the  latter  domicile 
he  continued  to  reside  until  the  fall  of  1885,  and 
then  erected  a  good  residence  of  modern  archi 
tecture.  He  has  also  three  fine  barns  on  his  place, 
and  has  added  to  his  original  purchase,  and  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  900  acres  of  valuable  land.  This 
he  has  accumulated  through  his  own  effort  and 
good  judgment,  assisted  by  his  .good  wife,  and  not 
as  the  recipient  of  any  legacy.  He  has  worked 
hard  and  economized,  and  the  result  is  the  hand¬ 
some  property  he  possesses.  Mr.  Drips  keeps  about 
125  head  of  cattle,  having  at  the  head  of  his  herd 
a  thoroughbred  Short-horn  bull;  he  also  has  eight 
head  of  horses  on  his  place,  and  fattens  about  140 
head  of  hogs  yearly. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  31,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Ellen  (Orme)  Dunn,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Maryland  respectively.  Of  the  ten  children  born 
to  the  parents  of  Miss  Dunn  she  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  born  in  Guernsey  County, 
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Ohio,  April  1,  1834.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  seven  children  have  been  born  who  are  yet 
|;|e  living,  and  three  who  have  passed  to  the  home  be¬ 
yond.  The  living  are  Frances  E.,  Wealthy  J., 
John  I.,  Olive,  George  W.,  Maggie  M.  and  Joseph 
'  ■  S. ;  those  deceased  were  Charles,  who  died  when 
eight  years  of  age,  and  two  others  who  departed 
this  life  in  infancy.  Frances  is  the  wife  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Martin,  and  they  are  living  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship. 

Our  subject  has  held  several  of  the  minor  offices 
of  his  township.  Religiously  he  holds  fellowship 
with  the  Christian  Church,  and  his  good  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist.  In  politics  Mr.  Drips 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Drips  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work,  with 
:  his  fine  barns  and  stock. 


ENJAMIN  K.  STAMBAUGH.  As  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  agricultural  class,  and  one 
who  has  met  with  ordinary  success  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  independent  calling,  we 
:  E  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  name  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  biography  we  write.  He  is  pleasantly 
located  on  his  fine  and  productive  farm  on  section 
3,  Bowlder  Township,  where  he  may  be  found 
almost  any  day,  engaged  in  the  general  routine  of  a 
farmer’s  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  Dan¬ 
iel,  and  the  mother  Margaret  (Kastor)  Stambaugh, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  father  was  of  German  and  the 
mother  of  English  ancestry.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  where  they  are 
yet  living,  the  father  engaged  as  a  farmer,  having 
followed  that  calling  the  major  portion  of  his  life. 
Their  family  of  eleven  children  comprised  seven 
sens  and  four  daughters,  and  the  subject  of  this 
notice  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Benjamin  Stambaugh  was  born  in  Mercer  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa.,  June  27,  1840.  What  education  he  pos- 
,  _  sesses  he  received  in  the  common  schools,  and  lived 
|  k  and  labored  on  the  old  homestead  until  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old.  The  following  three  or  four 
J  :  years  were  spent  in  traveling  in  California,  Nevada, 
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Oregon  and  Washington  Territory,  where  he  also 
worked  in  the  mines.  He  was  unsuccessful  in  his 
search  after  the  hidden  treasure,  and  returning  to 
his  old  home  in  Pennsylvania,  he  remained  there 
about  seven  months,  and  during  that  time  made 
quite  an  extensive  trip  throughout  the  Southern 
States. 

In  1867  Mr.  Stambaugh  came  to  Iowa,  locating 
in  Jones  County,  and  purchased  a  saw  and  grist 
mill,  together  with  a  farm,  in  company  with  his 
brothers.  He  continued  to  live  in  that  county  un¬ 
til  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  came  to  Linn 
County  and  settled  on  section  3,  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship.  He  has  erected  a  fine  set  of  buildings  on  his 
farm,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  280  acres  in  that 
township,  and  also  twenty  acres  in  Jones  County. 
His  buildings  are  among  the  finest  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Stambaugh  was  married  on  the  2d  day  of 
March,  1869,  at  Anamosa,  Iowa,  to  Tabitha  Stam¬ 
baugh,  daughter  of  Israel  and  Sarah  (Stillings) 
Stambaugh,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  born 
in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  1,  1844,  and  has  borne 
our  subject  six  children :  Myra,  Florence  (deceased), 
Cora,  Bertha  A.,  a  son  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Lester  H. 

In  politics  Mr.  S.  is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Stam¬ 
baugh  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  - 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
stock  farm  of  Mr.  Stambaugh, 
with  his  thoroughbred  Short-horns,  is 
shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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VJ.  KENDALL  is  one  of  the  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Marion,  and  a  dealer  in  gen¬ 
eral  hardware,  stoves  and  tinware.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  was  born  May  19,  1851,  and  is 
the  son  of  Albert  and  Sarah  C.  (Higley)  Kendall. 
He  received  his  primary  education  and  completed 
his  studies  in  Marion  Academ}".  He  was  a  youth 
of  quick  intelligence  and  excellent  memory,  and 
improved  the  advantages  which  he  enjoyed. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  young  Kendall,  in¬ 
stilled  with  principles  of  industry  and  economy  by 
his  excellent  parents,  became  ambitious  to  com¬ 
mence  business  for  himself.  He  served  an  appren- 
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ticeship  at  the  tinner’s  trade,  in  his  father’s  shop, 
and  three  years  later  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in 
the  business,  and  the  firm  was  known  as  A.  Kendall 
Si  Son.  The  admirable  example  of  this  young  man 
'  one  which  the  youth  of  the  present  day  might 


is 


generally  follow  with  great  credit  to  themselves. 
The  best  years  of  many  a  young  man  are  wasted  in 
various  pursuits,  with  no  settled  aim  in  view,  and 
nothing  to  show  for  the  time  they  have  aimlessly 
labored.  Mr.  Kendall  gained  sufficient  insight  into 
the  business  to  carry  it  on  after  his  father  had 
ceased  his  labors  and  passed  beyond  the  bounds  of 
life.  The  death  of  this  gentleman  occurred  in 
1877,  after  which  the  son  became  sole  proprietor, 
and  has  since  then  conducted  the  business  alone  and 
with  entire  success.  lie  has  carried  out  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  founder  of  the  business,  has  dealt  in  a 
straightforward  business  manner,  and  secured  the 
confidence  of  the  community,  which  has  resulted  in 
an  extensive  and  increasing  patronage. 

Four  3'ears  prior  to  the  decease  of  his  father,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Kendall  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  R.,  daughter  of  Eli  Braucht.  Their  union 
was  celebrated  at  Findlay,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  on 
Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25,  1878.  Mrs.  Kendall  was 
a  native  of  the  State  and  county  in  which  she  was 
reared  and  married.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  two  children  have  been  born,  a  daughter  and  a 
son — Alberta,  aged  nine  years,  and  Carl  W.,  aged 
five  years. 

Mr.  Kendall  and  wife  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Marion.  Politically 
Mr.  K.  is  a  Democrat,  upholding  the  principles  of 
that  party  uniformly  and  conscientiously.  He  is 
a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge  No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  and  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Centennial  Encampment  of  Marion,  No. 
91,  and  is  Chief  Patriarch. 

We  subjoin  the  following  brief  account  of  Al¬ 
bert  Kendall,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Marion,  and  after  com¬ 
ing  into  the  county  was  recognized  at  once  as  a 
man  possessing  those  qualities  which  would  entitle 
him  to  rank  among  its  best  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  West  Granby,  Conn.,  July  3,  1815,  and  was  of  an 
old  New  England  family  of  English  descent.  He 
married  Miss  Sarah  C.  Higley,  also  of  W  est 


is  a  resident  of  : 
from  Connecti- 


Granby.  She  survives  him  and 

Marion.  Albert  Kendall  removed  irom  C/Onnecn-  »  i 
cut  to  Illinois  in  1842,  locating  in  Bloomington,  jj, 
but  three  years  later  turned  his  face  farther  West,  -  1 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  sought  a  home  in  the  Pi-; i 
Ilawkeye  State.  He  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
and  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  after  his  arrival  here 


opened  a  shop,  and  pursued  his  former  occupation  |;nj 

In  1869  he  established  the  S;|il 


for  a  number  of  years. 


business  which  is  now  conducted  by  his  son,  and  gLly 
was  interested  in  this  until  his  death,  which  oc-  8 
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curred  Jan.  19,  1877.  He  was  an  uncompromising  g  i 
Democrat  politically,  and  by  his  voice  and  vote  uni-  5  i 


formly  upheld  the  principles  of  the  party  of  his 


choice.  He  was  highly  respected,  and  a  man 


whose  opinions  were 


sought  and  referred  to  with  2 
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deference.  During  a  residence  of  more  than 


forty  1 1 
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years  he  established  a  record  within  the  memory  of  B|ji 
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his  fellow-citizens  which  stands  to  his  great  credit  ;  j 
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and  honor,  as  a  truly  honest  man  and  a  good  citi¬ 
zen  in  every  sense  these  terms  imply. 


EYI  G.  BOOTH  is  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  and  stock-growers  of  Col¬ 
lege  Township,  where  he  makes  his  home  on 
section  10.  He  occupies  the  homestead  of  his  Si 
father,  where  he  was  born  April  12,  1853.  His  | 
father,  Rev.  Isaiah  Booth,  was  a  native  of  New  S 

York  State,  born  in  Madison  County,  Oct.  19,  § 

- 

1816.  Ezra  Booth,  the  father  of  Isaiah,  was  a  son  ~ 
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of  Isaiah  Booth,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Madison  County, 


an 


a  farmer,  and  a  pioneer  settler  of  \  ork  State.  g 


This  gentleman  was  the  son  of  John  Booth,  a  Cap-  1 
tain  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  came  from  jj 
England  to  Connecticut,  and  in  early  life  was  there  5 

o  kj- 

engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  accom-  I 
panied  by  his  brother  in  his  journey  from  his  na-  |: 
tive  land,  and  these  two  were  the  progenitors  of 
the  Booth  family  in  the  United  States.  He  made 
a  brilliant  military  record,  survived  the  vicissitudes 
of  war,  and  received  fatal  injuries  by  being  thrown  : 
from  a  horse  while  fighting  on  Long  Island.  It  is  3  n 
supposed  that  he  was  married  in  Connecticut,  : 
where  his  son  Isaiah  was  also  married,  the  latter  5 
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going  to  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1800.  He  be-  g|: 
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came  a  successful  farmer  in  that  State,  and  lived 
to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty  years.  His  son, 
Ezra,  the  only  child  of  whom  the  family  have  pre¬ 
served  any  account,  and  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  young  man  twenty-one  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  his  parents  from 
Connecticut.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  and  was  content  with  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  married  near  his  own  home  to  Miss  Clarrissa 
Madison,  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  county, 
where  she  and  her  husband  spent  their  lives,  and 
died  at  a  good  old  age,  after  rearing  a  family  of 
six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaiah  Booth,  was  the 
third  son  and  child  of  his  parents,  and  was  most 
carefully  trained  in  those  moral  and  religious  prin¬ 
ciples  which  combine  to  make  the  upright  man  and 
good  citizen.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  two  years 
later,  in  1836,  turned  his  footsteps  westward,  went 
into  Illinois,  and  remained  one  winter,  roaming 
over  the  country  at  will,  and  traveling  much  of  the 
time  with  a  hunter  and  trapper.  That  same  winter 
he  also  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  and  went  over 
into  Iowa.  He  was  delighted  with  the  appearance 
of  the  country,  and  determined  to  establish  there 
his  future  home.  He  had  already  been  married, 
although  so  young,  his  bride  being  Miss  Wealthy 
Taylor,  a  lady  living  near  his  old  home  in  New 
York.  Of  her  he  was  soon  bereft,  as  she  only  lived 
a  few  months,  dying  of  consumption  before  her 
young  husband  started  for  the  West. 

On  his  first  trip  to  Iowa  he  only  remained  for  a 
short  time.  Wishing  to  supplement  a  somewhat 
limited  education,  he  returned  to  Hillsboro,  Ill., 
and  attended  for  a  short  time  the  Academy  there. 
He  fitted  himself  for  a  teacher  in  the  meanwhile, 
and  proceeded  to  the  city  of  Springfield,  where  he 
was  employed  at  this  profession  for  two  seasons. 
This  city  was  then  an  humble  hamlet,  and  the  dis¬ 
ease  called  “  milk  sickness  ”  was  prevailing  to  a 
great  extent.  Of  so  little  value  was  the  land  then 
considered,  that  he  was  proffered  the  whole  block 
on  which  the  State  House  now  stands,  in  exchange 
for  his  watch,  which  was  worth  about  $11.  After 
this  experience,  Mr.  Booth,  still  intent  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  all  the  advantages  which  he  could  secure 
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by  way  of  education,  entered  the  college  at  Gran¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  where  he  paid  for  his  tuition  and 
supported  himself  by  doiug  a  odd  jobs  ”  as  he 
could  obtain  them.  He  here  completed  a  regu¬ 
lar  collegiate  course,  having  in  view  his  preparation 
for  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  de¬ 
nomination  his  parents  were  earnest  and  active 
members.  He  completed  his  ministerial  studies, 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  a  clergyman,  which 
position  he  occupied  for  a  space  of  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

"While  in  Granville,  Ohio,  Mr.  Booth  contracted 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Phoebe  H.  Jones, 
their  marriage  occurring  June  23,  1843.  This  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  David  R.  and  Susan  (Thomas) 
Jones,  natives  of  Wales,  from  which  country  they 
emigrated  previous  to  their  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  July  23,  1820.  The  family 
were  of  pure  Welsh  desent,  and  for  several  genera¬ 
tions  back  were  engaged  in  the  honorable  and 
peaceful  occupation  of  farming.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  B.  entered  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1836,  first 
settling  in  Licking  County,  where  the  parents  died, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  and  the  mother  at 
seventy-four.  Mr.  Isaiah  Booth  and  wife  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows : 
Addison  J.  married  Miss  Anne  Coulson ;  she  is  now 
deceased ;  he  is  a  resident  of  the  Lone  Star  State ; 
Hiram  J.  wedded  Miss  Rhoda  Nelson;  he  is  a 
farmer,  and  the}'  reside  in  Fayette  Township; 
William  H.  lives  in  Dakota;  his  wife  was  Miss 
Mary  Munger,  a  native  of  Flint,  Mich. ;  Levi  G.  is 
the  next  child;  Richard  H.  is  a  farmer  and  me¬ 
chanic;  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alma 
Fales,  and  they  live  in  Red  Willow  County,  Neb.; 
David  E.  is  a  farmer  and  stock-grower  of  Spink 
County,  Dak. ;  he  married  Miss  Catharine  Shurt- 
leff;  Johanna  died  in  infancy.  The  family  came 
from  Granville  in  1851,  and  settled  in  College 
Township,  purchasing  from  the  Government  a  tract 
of  land,  320  acres  in  extent. 

Mr.  Booth  was  an  industrious  and  ambitious  man, 
and  previous  to  this  had  occupied  himself  in  va¬ 
rious  ways  to  obtain  a  comfortable  living  for  his 
family — teaching,  preaching,  and  finally  opening 
up  a  private  academy  at  Lancaster,  Ohio.  This 
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his  fanning  operations  and  stock-raising,  he  carries  : 
on  a  prosperous  dairy  business,  for  this  purpose  . 
keeping  twenty-five  cows.  lie  enjoys  the  confi 
deuce  of  the  community,  and  has  held  the  various  ;  [ 
local  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  liberal-minded  ;  } 


and  generous,  and  politically  adheres  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  National  Greenback  party. 
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proved  successful,  and  furnished  him  the  means  for 
his  Western  project.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic, 
and  erected  several  school  buildings,  but  owing  to 
failing  health  was  obliged  to  abandon  active  labor. 

His  removal  to  the  West  was  occasioned  b}r  the 
necessity  of  a  change  of  climate,  and  it  proved  a 
fortunate  proceeding,  for  he  regained  his  health 
and  became  successful  in  his  farming  operations. 

In  1862  he  went  into  Lyons  County,  Kan.,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  the  space  of  three 
years,  then  returned  to  Iowa,  and  resumed  his  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits  on  the  farm  which  he  had 
retained  possession  of.  He  continued  thus  occupied 
for  the  space  of  five  years,  and  in  1870  his  health 
again  beginning  to  fail,  he  went  overland  to  Cali- 
fornia,  and  remained  in  the  Golden  State  for  some 
time,  visiting  with  relatives  and  friends.  He  went 
into  Woodland,  and  while  stopping  there  with  Mr. 

F.  M.  Brown,  became  interested  in  the  reports 
coming  from  the  Pitt  River  country,  and  left  Mr.  county,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  and  died 
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JONATHAN  TAMBLYN.  The  gentleman: 

H 

with  whose  name  we  commence  this  narra-  i 
tion  is  a  retired  business  man,  now  living  at  ' 
his  home  in  Fairfax  Village.  He  has  been 
enterprising  and  successful  in  his  business  trans¬ 
actions  and  is  enjoying  a  competency.  Mr.  Tam-  \ 
blyn  is  a  native  of  England,  and  was  born  in  Corn-  : 
wall  near  Old  Plymouth,  June  24,  1803.  His  :  [ 
father.  Francis  Tam  blyn,  was  a  native  of  the  same  <  t 
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Brown’s  with  the  evident  intention  of  visiting  that 
section.  This  was  in  November,  1870,  and  he  was 
never  seen  by  his  friend  afterward  or  heard  from. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Uec.  22,  1881,  at  the  age 
of  nearly  sixty  years. 

Levi  G.  Booth  obtained  an  excellent  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  Western  College.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Jan.  1,  1874.  The  bride 
was  Miss  Julia  E.  Smith,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Brown  County,  Dec.  16,  1852.  Her  parents  were 
John  and  Martha  J.  (Pickerel)  Smith,  farmers  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  who  after  the  birth  of  their 
daughter  came  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township.  Here  the  decease  of  the  mother 
occurred,  six  years  later;  the  good  old  father  is  yet 
living  in  this  township. 

Around  the  hearthstone  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Booth 
have  been  gathered  six  little  ones,  who  are  named 
as  follows:  Phoebe  I.,  Martha  E.,  John  E.,  Ger- 
shom  M.,  Richard  B.  and  an  infant;  the  two 
youngest  boys  are  twins.  Mr.  Booth  is  a  practical 
and  s}rstematic  farmer,  and  his  homestead  is  a 
model  one.  He  takes  a  just  pride  in  his  fine  stock, 
and  proudly  exhibits  some  of  the  best  high-grade 
animals  in  that  part  of  the  State.  In  addition  to 


in  his  native  shire,  his  decease  occurring  when  he 
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had  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  P 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Anne  ; 
Wilcoek.  She  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  P 
her  husband,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  ;l-i 
years,  near  the  place  where  she  was  born.  The  old  iu 
homestead,  which  was  made  memorable  by  the  birth  : 
of  several  generations  of  the  same  family,  is  still  i|jfl 
occupied  by  their  descendants.  The}'  are  of  pure  jj  i 
English  ancestry,  and  remarkable  for  their  sterling  a 
worth  of  character. 

The  early  years  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  were  |;  i 
passed  with  his  parents  on  the  farm,  until  five  years  BE  i 
after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  then,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  he  became  anxious  to  try  his  fortune  3  | 
in  the  New  World,  and  accordingly  set  out  for 
America  in  the  ship  “  Springflower,”  Capt.  Brown.  B  jj. 
He  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada,  May  18,  1829,  and  B|i 
at  once  proceeded  to  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  and  in  S  J 
Bethany,  that  county,  engaged  as  manager  for  a  5  i 
glass  factory,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years. 

He  then  became  interested  in  farming  and  the  lum-  a  ' 
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ber  business,  and  followed  the  latter  continuously  »■  ] 
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for  eighteen  yeai’S.  While  in  Bethany,  he  was  ffl 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Oliver,  a  native  ;  } 
of  his  own  county  in  England,  where  she  was  born  jj  -  ) 
4,  1813.  Their  marriage  occurred  June  9,  » 
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1831.  She  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  the  same  ves¬ 
sel  and  at  the  same  time  as  her  husband.  The  ocean 
craft  was  not  a  very  large  one,  and  carried  only 
eleven  passengers,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living,  a 
most  remarkable  circumstance,  as  the  voyage  was 
made  in  1829.  They  all  became  members  of  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T..  with  the  exception  of 
two.  After  his  arrival  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  the 
father  purchased  a  farm  near  Bethany,  and  they 
made  their  home  there  until  the  death  of  the 
: :  mother,  which  occurred  in  1 848.  Subsequently  the 
L  :  father  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  lived  with  his  son-in- 
:  law,  our  subject,  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
:  Dec.  6,  1880,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  good  old 
}  :  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  was  blest  by  the 
|  '  birth  of  ten  children,  but  they  have  suffered  great 
affliction  in  the  loss  of  seven  of  these.  Elizabeth, 
:!:  a  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Wells,  a  success- 
:  ful  farmer,  and  they  reside  at  Altoona,  D.  T. ; 

S  Sarah  married  Mr.  James  Brock,  and  they  also 
live  in  the  same  city  as  the  sister  above  men- 
:  tioned ;  Mr.  Brock  is  a  blacksmith  and  farmer,  and 
has  accumulated  a  good  property ;  Benjamin  mar- 
fjj;:  ried  Miss  Kate  Van  Dusen,  who  is  now  deceased, 
HiJ  and  by  her  death  three  children  were  bereft  of  a 
mother’s  care;  Caleb,  deceased,  was  unmarried; 
Joshua  was  married,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
now  deceased ;  the  other  children  of  whom  the  par¬ 
ents  were  bereft  are  Jane,  Mary  Ann,  Caleb, 
Thomas  and  Mary. 

Mr.  T.  continued  his  operations  in  the  lumber 
business  until  he  came  West  in  1856.  His  first  lo¬ 
cation  was  in  Iowa  City.  He  was  a  man  of  strong- 
attachments,  and  lost  a  large  amount  of  property 
by  becoming  surety  for  his  friends.  The  first  win- 
:  ter  in  Iowa  was  the  coldest  remembered  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  State.  The  little  freight  which  he  had 
had  transported  was  taxed  to  the  amount  of  $14, 
and  he  had  only  $7  with  which  to  pay  it.  He  was 
not  dismayed,  however,  and  courageously  set  about 
the  earning  of  the  money  by  cutting  four-foot 
wood  at  fifty  cents  a  cord.  He  paid  over  the 
money  he  had  in  hand  and  borrowed  the  balance. 
In  the  spring  of  1857  he  had  paid  all  his  own  debts 
and  those  of  his  friends,  in  the  meantime  caring  for 


his  family,  and  in  summing  up  his  assets,  found 
that  he  had  $10  left.  He  farmed  on  shares  for  J.  J. 
Snoffer  four  years,  afterward  renting  a  farm  in 
Fairfax  Township,  and  continued  thus  occupied  un¬ 
til  he  had  saved  sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  ti’act 


'La 

_ it 

of  eighty  acres,  for  which  he  contracted  to  pay 
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$600,  with  six  years’  time  to  pay  it  in.  From  this 
second  beginning  in  life  he  has  steadily  prospered, 
and  now  has  large  interests  in  considerable  real- 
estate  in  the  county.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  was  engaged  to  a  considerable  extent  trad¬ 
ing  in  stock,  in  which  he  has  been  successful,  ship¬ 
ping  in  one  year  $110,000  worth  from  Fairfax 
Village  alone.  In  1883,  having  secured  a  compe¬ 
tency,  he  retired  from  his  active  labors,  and  he  and 
his  good  wife  are  passing  their  days  peacefully  and 
pleasantly  in  their  comfortable  home  in  the  village. 

There  was  only  one  school-house  in  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship  when  Mr.  T.  first  located  here,  and  there  are 
now  eleven  school  buildings.  He  can  take  a  just 
pride  in  the  consciousness  of  having  contributed 
his  full  share  toward  the  development  of  his  county 
and  township.  His  principles,  politically,  were  al¬ 
ways  Democratic,  but  during  the  late  war  he  was 
loyal  to  the  Union,  and  always  ready  to  assist  in 
defending  the  cause  by  contributing  of  his  means 
whenever  necessary.  His  name  usually  headed  the 
list  with  a  generous  sum.  He  is  an  intelligent  man, 
well  read  and  well  informed,  and  takes  a  keen  in¬ 
terest  in  local  and  general  matters.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  church  he  has  been  for  a  long¬ 
time  Trustee,  and  is  one  of  its  strong  pillars. 


AMES  BOICE,  an  honored  citizen  of  Spring 
Grove  Township,  owns  and  occupies  a  fine 
homestead  on  section  26.  He  is  a  native  of 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  Aug.  2,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Susanna  (Putney)  Boice.  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  State  and  county.  John  Boice 
Avas  born  April  11,  1798,  and  attained  to  the  age  of 
nearly  fourscore  j’ears  and  ten,  departing  this  life 
in  Kansas,  in  November,  1885.  His  wife  was  five 
years  his  junior;  she  became  the  mother  of  eleven 
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children,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  in 
Kane  County,  Ill.  The  record  of  their  household 
is  as  follows:  Delilah  became  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Fisher;  Charles  married  Jeannette  Griffith;  Mary 
became  Mrs.  James  Carhill;  Elizabeth  married  Jo¬ 
seph  Morarie;  Arminda  married  James  Fleming; 
James,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Jane  became  the 
wife  of  Abram  Welden;  William  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Union  in  the  late  war,  and  while  in  the  service 
was  drowned  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  Isaac  married 
Miss  Mary  Branaman;  George  married  Miss  Su¬ 
sanna  Muir;  Catharine  E.  became  the  wife  of  David 
Anderson. 

The  marriage  of  James  Boice  and  Miss  Alida 
Miller  was  celebrated  on  Christmas  Eve,  1851. 
Mrs.  B.  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Sals- 
bury)  Miller,  natives  of  Scotland  and  New  York 
respectively;  she  was  born  Nov.  2,  1834.  Her 
father,  James  Miller,  was  of  excellent  Scottish  an- 
cestry,  and  was  born  May  4,  1804.  He  emigrated 
to  America,  and  died  in  California  Sept.  21,  1871. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Boice  was  born  in  New  York, 
Jan.  26,  1814,  and  died  at  Elgin,  Ill.,  in  1840.  She 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Mary  J.  married  Judson  Webster,  and  they  are 
living  in  California;  Alida  M.  was  born  Nov.  2, 
1834;  Gamaliel,  born  Nov.  17,  1836,  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Union  army,  and  met  his  death  at  the  battle 
of  Pittsburgh  Landing;  James,  Jr.,  was  born  Sept. 
27,  1838,  married  Miss  Alice  Brooks,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  died  in  California.  Mr.  Miller  was  a 
'  second  time  married,  in  1850,  to  Mrs.  Salsbury. 
Of  this  union  there  were  no  children.  Mrs.  Miller 
is  still  living,  in  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Boice  have  become  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Martha  E.  married  Lewis  Jordan ;  Florence  J.  be¬ 
came  Mrs.  William  Hobson ;  Ida  I.  was  united  in 
W  marriage  with  Mr.  D.  Roy;  George  E.  married  Miss 
Edith  Mark  ley ;  Joseph  W.,  Maude  and  Ernest 
were  the  next  iu  order  of  birth.  The  deceased 
were  Mary  E.,  Clara,  and  a  daughter  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  James  Boice  is  the  possessor  of  a  fine  home¬ 
stead,  comprising  205  acres  of  good  land,  a  tasteful 
dwelling-house,  and  a  well-built  and  commodious 
barn.  In  addition  to  his  agricultural  pursuits  he 
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is  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle,  of 
which  he  exhibits  some  of  the  finest  specimens  in 
this  section  of  country.  The  chief  of  the  herd  is 
“  Prince  Marion,”  a  thoroughbred,  five  years  old, 
a  magnificent  animal,  red  and  white,  bred  by  J.  B. 
Scott.  Mr.  Boice  has  all  the  conveniences  for  car¬ 
rying  on  agriculture  and  stock-raising  in  a  first-  3|p 
class  manner.  He  is  fully  equipped  with  farming; 
implements  and  machinery,  and  his  operations  are  : 
carried  on  with  the  utmost  system  and  good  order. 

Mr.  B.  is  a  prominent  man  in  his  township  and 
community.  He  has  been  Postmaster  for  five 
years,  and  has  held  the  various  township  offices. 

He  came  from  New  York  State  to  Illinois  in  1845,  E  1 
and  to  Linn  County  ten  years  later,  thus  having  |h 
been  a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye  State  for  over 
thirty  years,  and  in  that  time  has  witnessed  with 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  prosperous  growth  of 
the  young  and  enterprising  commonwealth,  tie  is 
an  intelligent  man  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
local  and  general  matters,  and  in  all  respects  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  an  intelligent  community. 


i 
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EWIS  BOBROVSKY  is  a  prominent  young 
farmer,  industriously  engaged  in  cultivating 
his  fine  tract  of  land  of  160  acres,  situated 
in  College  Township,  on  section  20.  He  is  the  old¬ 
est  son  of  a  very  respectable  family  originally  from 
Bohemia,  and  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1855.  The  name  has  become  quite  familiar,  as 
the  family  is  rather  numerous,  and  they  constitute 
some  of  the  best  members  of  the  community  in 
which  they  live. 

Lewis  Dobrovsky  was  born  in  Bohemia,  March 
24,  1853.  He  was  the  youngest  child  born  to  his 
parents  in  that  country,  and  then  the  only  son.  He 
was  only  two  years  old  when  his  parents  resolved 
to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  and  cross¬ 
ing  the  Atlantic,  landed  upon  American  shores, 
proceeding  at  once  to  the  Hawkeye  State,  which 
was  then  attracting  attention  far  and  wide  because 
of  its  fertile  fields  and  rapid  growth.  The  ocean  voy¬ 
age  was  a  long  and  tedious  one,  extending  over  a 
period  of  nine  weeks,  and  it  was  five  weeks  longer 
before  they  made  even  a  temporary  location,  as  they 
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ness  for  himself.  This  beginning  was  necessarily  an 
humble  one,  and  his  first  stock  consisted  of  a  few 
groceries,  a  remnant  assortment  which  was  pur¬ 
chased  from  his  employer,  and  to  which  he  gradu¬ 
ally  added  as  his  accumulation  of  capital  afforded 
the  means. 

Our  subject  attended  strictly  to  business,  and  in 
time  began  to  build  up  a  prosperous  trade.  In 
1877  he  admitted  his  brother  Charles  to  partner¬ 
ship,  and  they  operated  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mentzer  Bros.  This  connection  continued  nine 
years,  until  January,  188G,  when  our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  his  brother’s  interest,  and  has  since  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  alone.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
built  the  fine  brick  block,  the  lower  floor  of  which 
he  occupies.  He  has  a  double  storeroom,  forty  feet 
front  and  ninety  feet  deep,  with  an  office  in  the  center. 
The  establishment  is  arranged  in  the  most  method¬ 
ical  and  systematic  manner  for  the  carrying  on  of 
the  grocery  business,  to  which  he  has  latterly  added 
wholesale  transactions  in  flour  and  feed,  and  has  an 
oil  room  detached  from  his  store,  where  he  carries 
on  a  wholesale  trade  in  oils.  His  main  store  con¬ 
tains  staple  and  fancy  groceries  on  one  side,  and  on 
the  other  a  stock  of  fine  glassware,  queensware  and 
all  the  accessories,  both  useful  and  ornamental,  of 
that  department.  The  average  value  of  the  stock 
is  $12,000,  and  the  whole  establishment  is  one  of 
the  most  elegant  and  extensive  in  the  State.  The 
front  part  of  the  upper  floor  of  the  block  is  used 
for  offices,  while  the  rear  forms  a  public  hall.  In 
1875  Mr.  Mentzer  became  interested  in  the  furni¬ 
ture  business,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  P.  C.  Garrett,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mentzer 
&  Garrett.  They  carry  a  large  assortment  in  the 
line  of  fine  and  common  furniture,  and  the  business 
is  principally  conducted  by  Mr.  Garrett. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mentzer  and  Miss  Carrie  M. 
U  Daniels  was  celebrated  at  Marion,  Iowa,  Oct.  29, 
[  1873.  Mrs.  M.  is  the  daughter  of  Preston  and 
{  Mary  (Keyes)  Daniels,  and  was  born  and  reared  in 
;  Marion.  Her  family  were  among  the  early  pioneers 
]  *  T  of  Linn  County,  and  are  among  the  most  promi- 
nent  citizens  of  Marion.  By  this  union  two  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  a  daughter  and  son — Mary, 
born  in  Marion,  March  2G,  1875,  and  John,  born 
Feb.  21,  1877. 
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In  the  life  of  Air.  Mentzer  we  find  an  excellent 
example  for  young  men  just  embarking  on  the  sea 
of  active  life,  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a 
man  beginning  poor,  but  honest,  prudent  and  in¬ 
dustrious.  Mr.  Mentzer  relied  solely  upon  his  own 
efforts  to  win  for  him  success  in  life,  and  to  this 
success  he  has  been  entitled,  and  has  enjoyed  in  a 
marked  degree.  He  is  a  careful,  conscientious  busi¬ 
ness  man,  and  has  accumulated  a  substfyitial  for¬ 
tune  through  the  legitimate  channels  of  trade.  He 
is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  is  as  gratifying  to  those  who  watched  him  from 
the  beginning  as  it  is  to  himself. 

Politically  Mr.  Mentzer  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  from  the  Second  Ward.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  Airs.  Alentzer  is  a  highly  in¬ 
telligent  and  accomplished  lady,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Their 
household  is  a  model  one,  a  pleasant  place  to  turn 
to,  tasteful  in  its  appointments,  and  the  abode  of 
peace  and  plenty. 
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OBERT  LOCKHART  is  one  of  the  leading 
land-owners  of  Fairfax  Township,  and  a 
prominent  pioneer  settler  of  Linn  County. 
)  He  occupies  his  fine  homestead,  embracing  a 
part  of  sections  3  and  10,  and  is  the  owner  of  324  acres 
of  choice  land.  He  is  one  of  the  best  citizens  and 
business  men  of  his  community,  and  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  also 
been  largely  interested  in  the  raising  of  fine  stock, 
of  which  he  exhibits  some  of  the  best  animals  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

Air.  Lockhart  is  a  descendant  of  proud  old  Scot¬ 
tish  ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Haddington  County, 
Scotland,  in  the  Lowlands,  Alay  14,  1829.  He  was 
reared  in  the  household  of  his  father,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  he  reached  man’s  estate.  When  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  parents  removed  to 
Goucestershire,  England,  where  their  lives  termin¬ 
ated  at  an  advanced  age.  The  greater  part  of  the  fa¬ 
ther’s  life  had  been  occupied  as  overseer  for  gentle¬ 
men  of  large  landed  possessions.  His  name  was 


}  :  Thomas,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was 
|  :  Jane  Munroe.  At  his  decease  the  father  was  eighty  - 
|  ;  five  years  of  age  and  the  mother  seventy-seven. 


1 


'  '  hart  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 


1 


Tj-S  World.  He  accordingly  set  sail  April  10,  1851,  em¬ 
barking  at  Bristol,  and  landing  in  New  York  City. 


1  He  remained  there  for  two  years,  and  then  emi- 
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:  Upon  arriving  at  years  of  manhood  Robert  Lock- 


:  grated  to  Iowa,  coming  into  Linn  County  in  1853, 
where  he  purchased  120  acres  of  prairie  land  and 
:  ten  acres  of  timber,  all  of  which  was  in  its  original 
:  £  state,  a  wild  and  unbroken  tract,  into  which  a  plow- 
:  share  had  never  been  placed.  He  at  once  began 
1  ;  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  new  posses- 
;  sion,  making  good  headway,  and  in  due  time  con- 
;  sidered  himself  justified  in  inviting  a  partner  to 
share  his  home.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss 


i  £  Mary  Dickson,  and  their  marriage  was  celebiated 
March  16,  1859.  Mrs.  Lockhart  is  a  native  of  En- 
gland,  and  was  born  Sept.  25,  1840.  Her  parents 
;  were  of  pure  Scotch  blood,  and  removed  into  En- 
:  gland  after  their  marriage.  The  name  of  the  father 
5  was  William  Dickson,  and  the  maiden  name  of  her 
:  mother,  Mary  A.  Robertson.  The  family  emigrated 


to  the  United  States  in  1856,  proceeded  to  Iowa, 
l  .  and  made  their  first  settlement  on  the  farm  of  our 

i  ; 

i  subject,  where  the}’  remained  until  his  marriage  with 
jjj’-;  their  daughter.  '  These  worthy  people,  who  are  still 
living,  became  successful  after  their  emigration  to 
the  New  World,  and  still  make  their  home  in  Fair- 


m 


:  fax  Township. 

Into  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockhart  came  a 


little  band  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
'!  :  deceased,  viz.:  Jane,  William,  Anna  and  Mary. 
The  living  are :  Thomas,  Maria,  Henry,  John  and 
George.  The  mother  departed  this  life  July  2,  1875. 
:  Before  the  decease  of  his  wife,  Mr.  L.  returned  to 
;  England,  and  remained  there  three  or  four  months, 


passing  the  time  pleasantly’  among  old  friends  and 

L  q  H 

:  acquaintances.  He  then  returned  and  resumed  his 
1 1  duties  on  the  farm  in  company  with  his  children, 
i :  and  is  now  passing  the  latter  years  of  an  active  life 
in  the  ease  and  quiet  enjoyment  obtained  as  the  re- 
L:  ward  of  his  early  toil  and  industry.  He  is  highly’ 


esteemed  as  an  honest  man  and  good  citizen,  and  a 


1  :,C  — ""  ““  “““  &v 

;  valued  member  of  his  community.  In  politics  he  is 

a  Republican.  His  first  vote  for  President  was  for 


Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  steadily  voted  the 
Republican  ticket. 

Among  the  portraits  of  representative  citizens 
shown  in  this  volume  none  will  be  more  highly  ap¬ 
preciated  than  that  of  Mr.  Lockhart,  which -is  shown 
on  an  accompanying  page. 
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GODFREY  McDOWELL.  Among  the  names 
of  the  sturdy  pioneers  who  came  to  Iowa 
when  in  its  infancy  and  aided  the  young 
territory  in  establishing  itself  as  one  of  the  future 
States  of  the  U union,  that  of  our  subject  is  entitled 
to  a  place  in  the  front  rank.  He  came  here  in  the 
strength  of  his  young  manhood,  when  his  heart  and 
hands  were  well  calculated  to  begin  the  battle  of 
life  with  prospects  of  attaining  success.  The 
country  was  very  thinly  settled  upon  his  arrival 
here,  and  its  solitude  was  seldom  broken  except  by 
the  tread  of  the  Indian  and  the  wild  animals  that 
sought  shelter  among  the  primitive  forests. 

The  homestead  farm  of  Sir.  McDowell  is  finely’ 
located  on  section  1,  Fairfax  Township,  and  con¬ 
sists  of  240  acres.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  the  un¬ 
divided  half  of  thirty-five  acres  on  section  10,  and 
twenty’  acres  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  is  a  practical  and  enterprising  farmer, 
and  with  his  agricultural  pursuits  has  combined  the 
raising  of  fine  stock,  at  which  he  has  become  very 
successful,  and  produces  some  of  the  best  grades  of 
cattle  to  be  found  in  the  county.  The  homestead 
is  noted  for  its  fine  buildings,  its  comfortable 
dwelling,  and  excellent  barns,  and  everything  about 
it  is  of  that  substantial  character  which  indicates 
ample  means  and  a  wise  judgment  in  its  disburse¬ 
ment. 

Godfrey  McDowell  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  March  24,  1829.  The 
name  of  his  father  was  John  A.  McDowell.  He 
was  a  farmer  by’  occupation  and  of  German-Scotch 
ancestry’.  The  marriage  of  the  parents  occurred  in 
Westmoreland  County’,  Pa.,  and  the  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  was  Mary  A.  Keltz.  She  was  also  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  supposed  of 
similar  ancestry  to  her  husband.  They  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  successfully  in  Westmoreland 
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County,  accumulating  a  good  deal  of  property,  and 
terminated  their  lives  there,  having  well  earned 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  and  fel¬ 
low-citizens.  They  were  prominent  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  the  father 
was  an  old-line  Whig. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  he  arrived  at  man’s  estate,  when 
he  became  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  carpenter  and 
joiner’s  trade,  under  Isaac  Barron,  of  Westmore¬ 
land  County,  Pa.  lie  served  faithfully  for  the 
space  of  two  and  a  half  years  and  became  quite  an 
expert  at  his  calling.  lie  determined  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  West,  and  arrived  within  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1852,  locating  fora 
time  in  Cedar  Rapids  City,  soon  after  proceeding 
to  Fairfax  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  of  eighty  acres  of  a  brother  who  had  preceded 
him  to  this  vicinity.  It  was  partly  improved,  and 
Mr.  McDowell  immediately  set  to  work  to  further 
prepare  it  for  the  raising  of  farm  produce.  At  the 
same  time  he  did  not  abandon  his  trade,  but  pur¬ 
sued  it  whenever  the  duties  of  the  farm  permitted, 
lie  has  had  a  hand  in  the  erection  of  many  of  the 
important  buildings  in  his  township,  and  especially 
in  his  immediate  neighborhood.  He  has  met  with 
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success  in  all  of  his  important  enterprises,  and  has 
greatly  aided  in  building  up  the  community  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  members. 

Godfrey  McDowell  and  Miss  Keziah  Burkholder 
were  united  in  marriage  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  Feb.  1,  1855.  Mrs.  McDowell  is  a  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  lady,  and  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
where  she  was  born  March  26,  1830.  She  re¬ 
mained  in  the  home  of  her  parents  until  her  mar¬ 
riage,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Her  father,  Joseph  Burkholder,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  of  pure  German  descent,  and 
with  the  exception  of  ten  3'ears  passed  in  Iowa,  spent 
most  of  his  life  there.  He  died  in  the  fall  of  1880. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Cloranna  M.  Gel- 
vin.  She  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa., 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  eldest  daughter,  Mrs. 


Campbell,  in  Westmoreland  County,  about  the  year 
1876. 

Mrs.  McDowell  was  one  of  the  elder  children  of 
her  father’s  family,  and  by  her  union  with  our  sub- 
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ject  four  children  have  been  born,  viz.:  Clara  M., 
wife  of  Frank  Beebe,  now  living  in  Fairfax  Town¬ 
ship  and  operating  a  part  of  the  McDowell  home¬ 
stead  ;  Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Ryder,  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  in  Greene  County,  Iowa;  Anna  M. 
remains  under  the  parental  roof  and  administers  to  x 
the  comfort  of  her  parents;  Joseph  A.  died  when  a 
child  of  thirteen  months. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  are  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  he  has  held  some  of  the 
minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  a  stanch  Re¬ 
publican,  and  with  his  amiable  and  accomplished  : 
lady  occupies  a  high  position  in  the  community. 

A  portrait  of  our  subject  accompanies  this  per-  »  ; 
sonal  sketch. 
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1  LFRED  BUSENBARRICK.  Prominent 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Linn  County 
who  are  thorough  and  complete  masters  of 
the  vocation  they  follow  and  who  have  at- 
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tained  success  in  their  calling,  is  the  gentleman  si  { 


whose  name  heads  this  notice,  and  who  is  living  on  3 
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of  farming,  and  in  that  calling  has  met  with  suc¬ 


cess,  at  the  present  time  being  the  proprietor  of 
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242  acres  of  land,  the  major  portion  of  which  is 
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section  20,  Linn  Township.  He  is  a  son  of  James  3 
and  Elizabeth  (Good)  Busenbarrick,  who  were  born 
in  New  Jersey.  They  died  in  Montgomery  County,  3: 
Ind.,  and  had  become  the  parents  of  eight  children,  3 
six  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Alfred  Busenbarrick  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier 
State,  and  was  born  Dec.  23,  1831,  in  Montgomery  3 
County.  Fie  continued  to  reside  in  his  native 
State  until  twenty-three  years  of  his  life  had 
passed,  being  occupied  the  while  in  farming.  He 
then  went  to  Ohio,  and  after  a  short  residence  in 
that  State  came  to  this  county,  arriving  here  in  the 
fall  of  1855.  Remaining  about  nine  months,  he  then 
went  to  Davis  County,  Ohio,  and  there  lived  until 
the  fall  of  1861,  when,  his  political  principles  not 
being  in  accordance  with  the  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lived,  our  subject  being  a 
strong  Union  man,  he  came  back  to  this  county  and 
located  in  Linn  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

He  has  known  no  other  vocation  in  life  than  that 
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under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation.  His  home 
farm  has  located  upon  it  a  good  residence  and  other 
necessary  out-buildings,  and  presents  an  appear¬ 
ance  indicative  of  thrift,  economy,  energy  and  good 
judgment. 

Mr.  Busenbarriek  was  married  in  Linn  County  to 
Agnes  J.  Scott.  She  bore  him  one  child — Robert 
B.,  who  died  in  Linn  Township  shortly  after  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority.  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  in  Missouri,  and  our  subject  formed  a  sec¬ 
ond  matrimonial  alliance,  Miss  Mary  Shelly  being 
the  other  contracting  party.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  this  union — Jalaa  E.,  Lucy  M.,  Nancy  L., 
Elizabeth,  Addie  L.,  Millie  D.  and  J.  Quincy. 
Mrs.  Busenbarriek  died  in  Linn  Township,  June  4, 
1880,  and  in  November,  1882,  Mr.  B.  married 
Flora  Ball,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.  The  is¬ 
sue  of  this  union  is  two  children — Oscar  S.  and 
Florence  Lucetta.  Jalaa  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Groll,  a  resident  of  this  county;  Lucy  M.  and 
Elizabeth  are  teachers  in  the  common  schools.  Mr. 
Busenbarriek  has  been  a  member  of  the  Township 
Board,  and  held  many  of  the  minor  offices  within 
the  gift  of  the  people.  Sochi  11}'  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Lodge  No.  112,  and  in  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
commodious  barns,  out-buildings  and  stock  of  Mr. 
B.  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


f  OSEPH  DOBROVSKY  is  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  his  comfortable 
homestead  on  section  22,  College  Township. 
He  owns  eighty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
and  located  here  in  1845.  Mr.  D.  is  a  native  of 
Bohemia,  Austria,  and  was  born  March  27,  1855. 
He  was  an  infant  three  months  old  when  he  landed 
with  his  parents  in  the  United  States.  He  grew  up 
under  the  parental  roof,  assisted  his  father  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  remained  with  him  until  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  Marion,  Iowa,  June  3, 
1885.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Mary  Nechvile 
who,  like  her  husband,  was  born  in  Bohemia,  aucl 


was  the  daughter  of  Weslej7  and  Elizabeth  (Pistora) 
Nechvile.  Her  parents  were  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  in  their  native  land,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  when  their  daughter  was  one 
year  old.  At  this  time  the  young  State  of  Iowa  was 
attracting  great  attention  as  being  an  advantageous 
point  for  settlement  by  those  who  were  seeking  to 
establish  for  themselves  and  their  children  a  home 
in  the  New  World.  They  accordingly  proceeded  to 
this  locality  and  settled  in  Rapids  Township,  where 
they  still  remain.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born 
June  21, 186G,  and  was  the  second  child  of  a  family 
of  three  daughters  and  three  sous. 

Mr.  Dobrovsky  and  wife  have  occupied  their  pres¬ 
ent  homestead  since  their  marriage.  They  are  both 
descendants  of  excellent  families,  and  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  quite  a  number  of  their  relatives,  all 
respectable  people,  and  holding  good  positions  in 
their  community.  They  belong  to  that  progressive 
foreign  element  which  has  aided  so  greatly  in  build¬ 
ing  up  the  Western  States  and  Territories. 


ip 


/^'v  EORGE  BUCHANAN,  a  prominent  and 
[|(  (=  esteemed  citizen  of  Clinton  Township,  and 
a  general  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  resides  on 
his  comfortable  homestead  on  section  24.  He 
came  to  Linn  County  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and 
located  at  once  upon  the  site  of  his  present  home¬ 
stead,  which  he  had  bought  in  the  spring  of  1851. 
The  farm  consists  of  169  acres  of  as  fine  land  as 
there  is  in  Linn  County.  It  was  only  partly 
improved  when  he  located  upon  it,  and  its  pres¬ 
ent  condition  is  an  expressive  witness  of  what 
energy,  industry  and  good  judgment  may  accom¬ 
plish. 

Mr.  Buchanan  is  a  descendant  of  that  noble  old 
Scotch  ancestry,  whose  representatives  are  scattered 
all  over  the  United  States,  and  have  contributed  so 
much  to  the  progress  and  development  of  modern 
civilization.  He  was  born  in  Balfron,  Sterlingshire, 
Aug.  28,  1818.  His  father,  Thomas  Buchanan,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  shire  and  parish,  and  was  a 
shoemaker  by  occupation.  He  was  married  in  early 
manhood  to  Miss  Jeanette  McWerven,  a  native  of 
the  same  county  as  himself.  The  parents  of  both 
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wore  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  si)ent  their  lives  in 


their  native  shire,  dying  there  when  well  advanced 


m  years. 

George  Buchanan  was  the  eldest  son  and  second 
child  of  his  father’s  family,  consisting  of  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  only  are  living.  The  sons  all  emigrated 
to  the  l  nited  States,  the  daughters  remaining  in 


0  0 


their  native  Scotland.  Our  subject  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  he  came  to  America,  in  the 
meantime  serving  a  thorough  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade  of  his  father,  and  employing  himself  at  this 
until  he  left  his  native  land.  Me  was  married  in 
Sterlingshire,  in  1845,  to  Miss  Mary  Thomas,  who 
was  born  in  the  same  place,  and  remained  there 
until  her  marriage.  Her  parents  were  of  unmixed 
Scotch  blood,  and  descendants  from  a  long  line  of 
worthy  and  honest  people.  The  father  of  Mrs.  B. 
was  a  weaver  by  occupation,  and  the  maiden  name 
of  her  mother  was  Nannie  Blair.  The  mother 
died  in  her  native  land,  and  the  father,  James 
Thomas,  came  to  Ohio  with  his  daughter  and  son- 
in-law  in  1849.  lie  was  then  quite  an  old  man, 
and  only  survived  until  the  winter  of  that  year, 
dying  at  the  home  of  his  son,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buchanan  seven 
children  have  been  born,  one  of  whom  is  deceased : 
Agnes  resides  with  her  parents;  Thomas  married 


Miss  Cordelia  Lishtebarger ;  he  is  a  farmer,  and 


they  reside  in  Benton  County,  and  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  viz.:  Lizzie,  Charles,  Mamie,  Nel¬ 
lie  and  Jessie;  James,  now  deceased,  married  Miss 
Rachel  McKinnon,  and  left  his  widow  with  one 
child;  John  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Josie 
Hall;  he  is  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements; 


they  reside  in  Cedar  Rapids  City,  and  have  had 
two  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living,  named 
Earle;  George  is  deceased.  William  married  Miss 
they  have  one  child,  and  he  is 


Belle  Mitchell; 

■  i  operating  a  farm  in  Benton  County;  George  re 


mains  at  home  with  his  parents,  and  assists  in  the 
labors  on  the  farm;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Robb,  who  is  in  the  milk  trade,  and  they  live  in 
Cedar  Rapids. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Buchanan  employed  him- 

until  June, 


self  in  shoemaking  in  his  native  land 
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1849,  when  he  carried  out  a  resolution  which  he 
had  formed  some  time  previously,  and  set  sail  for 
the  United  States.  They  landed  in  New  York 
City,  and  for  their  first  location  sought  the  Buckeye 
State,  settling  in  Brown  County,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years,  thence  proceeded  to  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  came  to  this  county.  They  lo¬ 
cated  upon  what  constitutes  the  present  homestead, 
and  were  uniformly  successful  from  the  beginning 
of  their  farming  operations.  They  have  established 
a  comfortable  home,  and  occupy  an  enviable  posi¬ 
tion  in  their  community.  They  are  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Buchanan 
has  filled  the  minor  official  positions  in  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  in  politics  is  a  solid  Republican. 
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DWARD  M.  PERSING,  a  carpenter  and 


joiner,  and  also  at  this  time  a  farmer,  resid¬ 


ing  on  section  1  2,  Otter  Creek  Township,  was  :  J 


born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  Oct.  26,  1838.  He 
is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Prutzman)  Persing, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  born  in 
November,  1804,  and  died  in  Missouri.  July  2,  1879. 
The  mother  was  born  in  1812,  and  died  in  Michi¬ 
gan  in  1851.  The  father,  like  the  son,  was  a  carpenter 
and  also  a  farmer.  Samuel  Persing  was  the  father  of 
eight  children  by  his  first  wife,  namely :  Joseph,  Caro¬ 
line,  Oscar,  Edward  M.,  Maria,  Abram,  William  and 
Mary.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Persing  married 
Mrs.  Lucy  J.  Chatfield,  a  widow  lady,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Georgiana.  The  second  wife  died,  • 
and  Mr.  Persing  took  for  his  third  partner  Mrs.  Lo-  3 
daska  Combs.  There  was  no  issue  of  this  union. 

Mr.  Edward  M.  Persing,  our  subject,  was  married 
Sept.  5,  1870,  to  Miss  Caroline  Osborn,  who  was 
born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  28,  1847,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Fulghum) 
Osborn,  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Indiana,  re¬ 
spective^.  Her  father  was  born  in  1811,  and  died 
in  Ohio  in  1876.  Her  mother  was  born  in  1819, 
and  died  in  Ohio  in  1864.  They  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Sarah  E.  became  the  wife  of  C.  Howe ;  Isaiah  died  at  : 
the  age  of  eleven  years ;  Mary  J.  married  I.  H.  An-  3 
drew;  Michel  William  married  Miss  Emily  Moore; 
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Peter  married  Miss  Anna  Thatcher;  Caroline  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of 
Benjamin  F.  Howe;  Charles  W.  married  Miss  Nor- 
dyke;  Calvin  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Lydia 
married  Heniy  Plyle ;  Clarke  married  Miss  Eva  Hat¬ 
field;  Frank  married  Miss  Kate  Davis;  Delphina 
became  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Little ;  one  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Persing  worked  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  for  ten  years.  In  1863  he  sailed  from 
New  York  to  San  Francisco,  via  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama.  He  at  once  proceeded  to  the  mines,  and 
worked  at  mining  for  a  while,  a  part  of  the  time  in 
the  water  ditches.  He  was  also,  for  a  while,  a  clerk 
in  a  hotel  at  Virginia  City.  In  1865  he  returned 
home  by  wagon  train. 

Mr.  Persing  was  a  cornet  player  in  the  regimental 
band  in  the  11th  Michigan  Infantry,  serving  three 
months,  and  was  mustered  out  when  all  regimental 
bands  were  discharged  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Mr.  Persing  is  the  owner  of  100  acres  of  land 
in  this  township,  on  which  is  a  nice,  comfortable 
dwelling-house,  the  carpenter  work  of  which  he  did 
with  his  own  hands. 

Mr.  Persing  was  made  a  Mason  in  lies  Moines, 
Iowa,  in  1867.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church 
organization.  He  was  formerly  a  Kepublican  in 
politics,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  The  beauti¬ 
ful  farm  which  Mr.  Persing  now  owns  gives  evidence 
of  his  taste,  skill  and  industry.  Now  in  the  prime 
of  life,  with  a  pleasant  home  and  surroundings,  he 
is  prepared  to  enjoy  life.  He  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  neighbors  for  his  probity  in  busi¬ 
ness  affairs,  his  generous  thoughtfulness  for  others, 
and  for  all  those  qualities  which  go  to  make  up  the 
true  man. 

OBERT  ALEXANDER,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  worthy  pioneers  of  Linn  County  of 
1840,  and  was  born  in  Count}’  Tyrone, 
^Ireland,  in  1802.  The  family  of  which  he 
was  a  member  were  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and 
our  subject  continued  to  reside  in  his  native  land 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  manhood,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Smyth, 
{  also  a  native  of  the  same  country.  She  was  born 


in  1805,  and  bore  our  subject  four  children-  - - 

sons  and  two  daughters — all  born  in  Iowa :  Ann  J. 
is  the  wife  of  Robert  Hill,  of  Newton,  Iowa;  J.  S. 
married  Miss  Anna  C.  Giffiu,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  his  biography  H2i?A 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Susan  M.  died 
March  1,  1878,  aged  thirty-four  years;  Robert  J. 
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was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Gamble, 
and  they  are  living  on  the  old  homestead  near  Mt. 
Vernon. 

Robert  Alexander  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  and,  coming  direct  to  Iowa, 
he  entered  Government  land  in  Franklin  Township, 
near  Mt.  Vernon.  On  this  tract  he  located  with 
his  family,  and  was  occupied  in  performing  the 
general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  30,  1884;  his  wife  had  pre¬ 
ceded  him  to  the  home  beyond,  her  demise  taking- 
place  April  3,  1874.  They  were  both  consistent 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were 
loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Mr. 
Alexander  was  an  unassuming  man,  whose  chief 
interest  centered  in  his  home  and  family.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  highly  esteemed  and  most 
worthy  people,  true  friends  and  good  Christian 
neighbors. 

SAMUEL  MOORE,  who  is  residing  in  'Wash¬ 
ington  Township,  on  section  5,  is  a  native 
of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  was  born 
in  1816.  When  a  child  of  twelve  }mars, 
he  emigrated  to  America  with  his  sister,  landing  at 
Philadelphia.  Nine  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1837, 
Mr.  Moore,  procuring  a  steed,  mounted  it  and  set 
his  face  westward.  His  first  stopping-place  was  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  located  and  remained  for 
about  twelve  years,  and  then,  in  the  spring  of  1850, 
crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Georgetown,  Col., 
remaining  in  the  farther  West  for  the  next  six 
years,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  gold  mines, 
with  the  hope  and  expectation  of  digging  out  a 
rich  fortune.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  his  thoughts 
turned  toward  the  East  and  his  desires  likewise, 
and  accordingly  he  resolved  to  retrace  his  steps 
homeward,  which  he  accomplished  by  the  water 
route,  arriving  after  a  v 03- age  of  some  thirty  days. 
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The  marriage  of  Samuel 
Gibbs  was  celebrated  in 

Moore  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  her  husband 
enjoyed  her  companionship  for  the  short  space  of 
only  four  years,  her  decease  occurring  in  1864. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children — Keziah  and 
Mary,  both  of  them  also  deceased.  After  the 
space  of  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Moore  contracted  a  sec¬ 
ond  matrimonial  alliance,  Miss  Catharine  Deiterich 
becoming  his  wife  March  17,  1879.  She  was  born 
Feb.  1 1,  1850,  and  is  of  German  descent.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Moore  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  child,  Mary  C.,  born  May  29,  1885. 

The  fine  farm  of  Mr.  Moore  consists  of  307  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land,  upon  which  he  has 
erected  a  fine  dwelling,  handsome  and  convenient 
out-buildings,  and  everything  in  complete  shape  for 
the  carrying  on  of  first-class  agriculture.  At  pres- 


'Ifl 


ent  he  is  living  in  retirement,  having  rented  his 


farm,  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  and 
busy  life.  He  is  respected  and  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors  and  the  community  at  large,  and  pos¬ 
sesses  all  those  qualities  which  entitle  him  to  be 


classed  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  Mr. 


Moore  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presby- 
terian  Church,  to  which  he  has  adhered  with  filial 
fidelity,  and  politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  voting 
with  his  party  honestly  and  conscientiously  when¬ 
ever  opportunity  occurs. 
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HOMAS  J.  SISLER.  This  esteemed  citizen 


of  Spring  Grove  Township  is  carrying  on 


tion  2 


agricultural  operations  successfully  on  sec- 
o.  His  birthplace  was  Manchester,  Summit 


Co.,  Ohio,  and  he  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 


June  29,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Huston  and  La- 
vinia  (Hamm)  Sisler,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 


The  father  was  born  in  1815,  and  died  in  Ohio, 

“ 

June  30,  1862;  his  wife  survives  him.  She  was 
born  in  1823,  and  by  her  union  witli  the  father  of 


our  subject  became  the  mother  of  eight  children — 


Esther,  Ellen,  John,  Anne,  Fannie,  Elizabeth  and 
Grace,  besides  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 


Thomas  J.  Sisler  remained  in  Ohio  sixteen  years 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  then  crossed  the 


Moore  and  .Miss  Keziah 
the  year  1860.  Mrs. 


Mississippi  in  1878.  He  located  at  once  in  this 
section,  and  commenced  to  improve  his  farm.  He 
was  married  in  Ohio,  July  23,  1869,  to  Miss  Ida  B. 
M  ood,  a  native  of  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  born  July  3, 
1850.  Her  parents  were  George  M.  and  Harriet 
(Stocking)  Wood,  and  they  are  both  deceased. 
The  parental  household  embraced  eleven  children 
— Charles,  Maria,  Everett,  Manto,  Edgar,  Grace, 
Alice,  Mary,  Ida,  William  and  Freddie. 

Mr.  Sisler  and  his  family  occupy  a  tasteful  resi¬ 
dence,  and  are  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life. 
The  household  includes  three  children — Grace  A., 
born  July  16,  1870;  Cora  Belle,  Nov.  24,  1872; 
George  L.,  June  15,  1885.  Mr.  Sisler  is  a  highly 
esteemed  citizen,  and  conscientiously  votes  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket.  Fie  is  quiet  and  unostentatious  in 
his  manner  of  living  and  the  friend  of  peace  and 
good  order.  Mr.  Sisler  spent  five  years  of  his 
married  life  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  between  1873 
and  1878. 
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I?  OHN  FILIPI.  Among  the 


leading 


and 


prosperous  farmers  of  College  Township  our 
subject  occupies  a  prominent  position.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  Badger  State,  and  was 
born  near  Racine,  July  28,  1853.  Ilis  father,  Jo¬ 
seph  Filipi,  was  a  native  of  Bohemia,  where  he  was 


reared  and  married,  and  after  the  birth  of  one 


child  emigrated  with  his  wife  to  the  United  States. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Joseph  Filipi  was 
Frances  Lorene,  and  she  was  a  native  of  the  same 
Province  as  her  husband.  Their  first  settlement 
was  made  in  Wisconsin,  and  after  the  birth  of  our 
subject  they  came  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  where 
they  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1861 
came  to  Linn  County.  The  father  rented  land 
here  for  two  years,  and  subsequently  purchased 
160  acres,  which  became  the  family  homestead,  and 
which  our  subject  now  occupies.  Two  years  after 
this  home  became  established,  May  15,  1865,  the 
family  were  deprived  of  the  father  by  death.  He 
was  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  dying  at  the  age  of 
thirty-four  years.  The  mother  died  at  the  home 
of  her  son  John,  in  August,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
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fifty-three  years.  By  her  marriage  with  her  first 
husband  she  became  the  mother  of  three  children, 
of  whom  the  younger,  Frances,  was  married,  but  is 
now  deceased.  Of  the  union  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  with  Joseph  Svacha  two  children  were  born 
— Emma,  deceased,  and  Frank,  who  is  a  druggist. 

John  Filipi  was  reared  at  home,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  College  Township  Feb.  2,  1875.  The 
name  of  his  bride  was  Mary  Zvacek,  a  native  of 
Linn  County,  Iowa;  she  was  born  in  November, 
1855.  Her  father  was  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage.  Of  her 
union  with  Mr.  Filipi  six  children  have  been  born, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased,  viz.,  Frances,  Mary 
and  Agnes;  the  living  are  Beatrice,  Libbie  and 
John. 

Mr.  Filipi  is  an  industrious  and  energetic  man,  a 
good  citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
community.  He  is  adding  his  quota  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  the  township,  and  filling  his  posi¬ 
tion  with  great  credit.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Mr.  Filipi  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Bohemian 
Moravian  Brethren  Church. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Filipi  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

)]( EROME  B.  SMITH,  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
College  Township,  actively  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  is  residing  on  the  home¬ 
stead  which  was  established  by  his  father  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  His 
farm  consists  of  140  acres,  occupying  a  fine  loca¬ 
tion  on  section  14.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  this 
township,  his  birth  taking  place  Feb.  15,  1851. 
His  father,  Phillip  Smith,  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  whence  his  parents  removed  to  Elk¬ 
hart  County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  reared  and  re¬ 
ceived  an  excellent  common-school  education. 
Phillip  Smith  and  Miss  Nancy  Smith  (no  relative) 
were  married,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Indiana, 
carrying  on  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  Mrs.  Smith 


came  from  New  York  State  to  Indiana  when  a 
young  woman.  After  the  birth  of  one  child  they 
removed  further  west  and  established  themselves  in 
Linn  County,  in  September,  1851.  They  selected 
a  location  in  College  Township,  entered  Govern¬ 
ment  land,  and  the  present  homestead  is  the  site  of 
the  original  purchase.  The  land  was  unimproved, 
and  the  father  set  himself  energetically  to  work  to 
bring  it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  built  a 
log  house  and  later  erected  the  present  residence. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  force  of  char¬ 
acter,  and  soon  became  prominent  in  his  commu¬ 
nity,  and  greatly  respected  for  his  sterling  worth. 
He  was  liberal  in  his  impulses,  always  ready  to 
assist  the  need}*,  and  took  a  generous  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  His  de¬ 
cease  occurred  May  6,  1881,  when  he  was  nearly 
fifty-six  years  old.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
Democrat,  whose  principles  he  conscientiously  en¬ 
dorsed  and  advocated.  He  held  the  minor  offices 
of  his  township,  and  was  a  man  whose  opinion  was 
sought  for  and  highly  valued.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  resides  with  her  son,  our  subject,  who 
is  the  eldest  but  one  of  his  mother’s  seven  children. 
The  family  circle  consisted  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  one  of  the  latter  being  deceased.  The 
two  youngest  are  yet  unmarried. 

Jerome  B.  Smith  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  this  town¬ 
ship,  Aug.  28,  i  8 7 3 ,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Nettie  LeGore,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Oct.  11, 1851.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  they  settled  in  Put¬ 
nam  Township,  where  the  mother  died  in  1880. 
The  father  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age,  a 
good  old  man,  greatly  beloved  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  Mrs.  Smith  received  a  most  careful 
training  under  the  parental  roof,  and  became  well 
educated.  She  is  an  excellent  wife  and  mother, 
looking  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and 
carefully  training  her  three  children.  Their  names 
are,  Norman  E.,  Robert  and  Phillip  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  regular  attendants  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  they 
are  connected  in  membership.  In  politics  Mr. 
Smith  is  strongly  Republican,  thoroughly  believing 
in  the  principles  enunciated  by  this  party.  He 
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bids  fair  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  excellent 
parents,  and  become,  like  his  father  before  him,  an 
important  member  of  the  community  in  which  he 
was  born  and  reared  to  years  of  manhood. 
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DW1N  JEFFRIES,  a  prominent  and  success- 
-s<]  ful  farmer  of  Spring  Grove  Township,  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  Flawkeye  State  for 
over  thirty  years,  and  has  witnessed  with  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  her  rapid  advancement  and  pros¬ 
perity.  lie  first  opened  his  eyes  in  England  in 
1824,  his  birthplace  being  Somersetshire,  and  his 
parents  Albert  and  Maria  (Thomas)  Jeffries.  His 
father  was  born  in  1794,  was  engaged  in  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  during  his  lifetime,  and  died  in  his 
native  country  in  1881.  The  faithful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  1790,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  where  she  had  always  lived,  in 
1845.  The  parental  household  comprised  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Honor,  John,  Mary,  David 
(deceased),  Edwin,  Ellen,  Elizabeth,  James  and 
Jessie. 

Edwin  Jeffries  came  to  America  in  1846,  when  a 
young  man  of  twenty-two  years.  He  was  ener¬ 
getic,  ambitious  and  hopeful,  and  landed  upon  the 
shores  of  the  New  World  full  of  plans  for  the 
future.  After  leaving  New  York  City,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Auburn,  where  he  was  employed  one 
year  upon  a  farm.  He  then  went  to  Syracuse,  and 


was 


engaged  in 
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fine  gardening  for  four  years. 
The  succeeding  four  years  were  passed  in  Waterloo, 
the  same  State,  and  thence  he  set  his  face  westward, 
crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  located  in  the 
Hawkeye  State.  He  had  been  frugal  and  econom¬ 
ical  and  saved  his  money,  and  at  once  purchased 
160  acres  of  laud,  which  he  began  to  improve  and 
cultivate.  Fie  afterward  disposed  of  a  part  of  this, 
and  now  has  only  eight}-  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Beside  his 
agricultural  operations,  he  is  engaged  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  fine  cattle,  and  has  a  snug  little  herd  of 
thoroughbred  Holsteins. 

Upon  first  coming  here,  Mr.  Jeffries  was  four 
miles  from  any  settlement.  He  was  a  true  pioneer, 
and  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  amidst  all 
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discouragement  and  difficulty,  and  finally  reaped 
the  reward  of  his  labors  in  smiling  fields  of  grow- 
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ing  grain,  while  the  footsteps  of  civilization  began 
to  be  planted  in  the  country  around  him. 

Mr.  Jeffries  was  married  while  in  the  East,  March 
1,  1848,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Starr.  She  was  a  native 
of  his  own  shire  in  England,  born  June  9, 1829,  and 
the  daughter  of  Shepard  and  Honor  (Jeffries)  Starr,  :  ] 
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who  were  also  of  English  ancestry  and  parentage.  3 
The  father  was  born  in  1798,  and  died  in  his  na- 

m  Ml 

tive  land  in  1829.  The  mother  was  six  months 

□  i 

her  husband’s  junior,  and  survived  him  thirty-six  3 
years;  she  emigrated  to  America,  and  died  in  Wa¬ 
terloo,  Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1865.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband  she  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  about  the  year  1835,  with  Mr.  Alsop.  ) 
Of  each  marriage  there  were  six  children.  Of  the  3  { 
first,  James,  Mary,  Henry >  John,  William  and  Eliz-  3 
abeth. 

HR  l 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffries  has  been  , 
blest  with  the  following  children:  Maria  J.,  Mary  « 
A.,  Clara  E.,  Albert  J.,  Nellie  D.,  Myrta  A.  and 
Lena  E. ;  the  three  last  named  are  deceased.  Nel¬ 
lie  was  the  wife  of  Walter  Wheeler. 


FRANK  C.  AND  WESLEY  DOBROVSKY 
are  general  farmers  and  stock-raisers,  living 
together  and  the  joint  proprietors  of  a  tract 
of  160  acres  of  land  on  sections  21  and  28,  College 
Township.  The  elder  brother,  Frank  C.,  was  born 
Dec.  8,  1861,  and  the  younger,  Wesley,  Sept.  27, 
1863.  They  are  natives  of  College  Township,  and 
the  father  was  by  name  Anthony  Dobrovsky,  a  na-  "  } 
tine  of  Bohemia,  Austria,  where  he  was  reared,  m 
educated,  and  spent  his  earlier  years.  He  was 
twice  married,  becoming  by  his  first  wife  the  father 
of  two  children,  Anna  and  Polly,  both  of  whom 
are  married,  one  living  in  Solon  and  the  other  in 
Cedar  Rapids.  In  due  time  after  the  decease  of 
his  first  wife  he  contracted  a  second  marriage,  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Teresie  Rybka,  a 
native  of  Bohemia.  This  lady  became  the  mother 
of  the  two  sons  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written. 
After  his  second  marriage  and  the  birth  of  four 
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children,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  at  t  ] 
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once  proceeded  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  locating  on  a 
tract  of  unimproved  land  in  College  Township. 
This  was  in  1855.  The  first  purchase  comprised 
only  thirty  acres,  the  father  preferring  to  obtain 
{ :  k  only  what  he  could  pay  for,  and  also  preferring  to 
give  to  it  the  time  and  attention  required  to  bring 
it  to  the  proper  state  of  cultivation.  He  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  undertakings,  and  subsequently  made 

*  j* 

’  larger  purchases,  and  at  his  death  was  the  owner  of 
:  320  acres,  all  well  improved  with  the  exception  of 
:  fifteen  acres  of  timber.  He  died  Sept.  5,  1877. 
;>  The  mother  is  yet  living  with  her  sons  upon  the 
homestead,  and  is  still  an  active  and  energetic  old 
lady.  The  names  of  her  children  born  in  Bohemia 
were  Louis,  Joseph,  Frances  and  Elizabeth. 

Since  the  death  of  the  father  these  two  sons,  his 
youngest  boys,  have  closely  followed  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  their  sire,  possessing  to  a  large  degree  his 
energy,  enterprise  and  perseverance.  They  have 
been  quick  to  adopt  all  the  improvements  con¬ 
nected  with  modern  farming,  are  keenly  observant 
of  what  is  going  on  around  them,  and  have  been 
remarkably  successful  in  their  farming  operations 
and  their  stock-breeding.  They  are  liberal  in  their 
religious  and  political  views,  being  Democratic  in 
politics. 
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BOLTON.  Among  the  successful  agri¬ 
culturists  and  stock-raisers  of  Linn  County 
who  have  attained  success  in  life  through 
their  own  individual  efforts  is  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  notice,  who  is  engaged  in  his 
:  independent  calling  on  section  33,  Brown  Town- 
:  ship.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Bolton  were  Abram  and 
Rosanna  (Miller)  Bolton,  both  born  in  Virginia,  he 
5  of  English  and  she  of  German  ancestry.  They 
S  grew  to  man  and  womanhood  in  their  native  State, 
j  :  in  Rockingham  County,  were  there  married,  and 
continued  to  reside  until  1816,  when  they  removed 
to  Harrison  County,  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia, 
a  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  became  the  head  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
ten  of  whom  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  man  and 
=  womanhood,  and  one  dying  in  infancy.  Margaret 


= 


Hminniiuruxmnuiimn 


— ’ t ILLi  < ! ' !  1  •  •*  ■'  •'  vlA 


Txrrrrr^lT^rrxxrrtxxxrrxj 


minnnnmxmimmii 


1 


mu 


died  in  Saline  Count}',  Mo. ;  John  is  living  in  West 
Virginia ;  Barbara  departed  this  life  in  that  State ; 

Noah  lives  in  this  county ;  Saloma  died  in  West 
Virginia ;  A.  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch ;  Betsy 
died  here;  Peter  departed  this  life  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  Lydia  died  in  infancy  in  that  State ;  Mary 
A.  still  resides  there,  as  likewise  does  Delilah. 

A.  Bolton  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va., 

June  11,  1814,  and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  what  is  now  West  Virginia. 

Our  subject's  father  made  his  home  in  the  wood¬ 
lands  of  that  State,  and  as  Abram  grew  to  youth 
and  manhood,  he  spent  his  time  in  assisting  his 
father  in  the  clearing  of  his  land  and  in  other 
duties  appertaining  to  farm  life.  He  continued  to 
reside  with  the  old  folk  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  worked  out  on  a  neighboring 
farm  by  the  month  for  two  years.  He  had  a  nat¬ 
ural  taste  as  well  as  talent,  for  music,  and  having- 
received  instructions  in  that  art,  he  began  teaching- 
in  West  Virginia.  From  that  State  he  removed  to 
Fayette  County,  Ind.,  where  he  continued  teaching 
music  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
was  thus  occupied  for  some  thirteen  years.  In 
September,  1849,  he  left  Fayette  County,  Ind., 
and,  turning  his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  ter¬ 
minated  his  journey  in  this  county.  The  trip  was 
made  with  two  teams  and  five  head  of  horses,  and 
he  was  possessed  at  that  time  of  a  cash  capital  of 
$200.  The  trip  required  eleven  days’  time,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  the  county  he  entered  200  acres  of 
land,  160  of  it  located  on  section' 33,  Brown  Town-  W 
ship,  and  forty  on  section  6,  Linn  Township.  He  JM— ft 
paid  $150,  with  land  warrants,  for  the  former  tract, 
and  $45  for  the  latter.  Locating  on  section  33,  he 
for  two  years  rented  land,  which  he  cultivated,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  began  to  improve  his 
own  land.  He  first  erected  a  log  house,  which  he 
occupied  until  1872,  by  which  time  he  had  accumu¬ 
lated  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to  erect  a  fine 
residence,  in  which  he  is  living  at  the  present  time,  a 
view  of  which  is  presented  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  He  has  erected  two  fine  barns  on  his  place, 
and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  best  to  be  found  within 
the  boundaries  of  Linn  County.  He  is  the  proprie¬ 
tor  of  upward  of  600  acres  of  valuable  land,  and 
has  given  340  acres  to  his  children.  He  keeps  on 
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his  place  about  1 50  head  of  cattle  and  fourteen 
head  of  horses,  and  fattens  about  seventy-five  head 
of  hogs  for  the  market  annually. 

Mr.  Bolton  was  first  married  in  Harrison  County, 
W.  Ya.,  Feb.  20,  1837,  to  Miss  Nancy  Campbell,  a 
native  of  Fayette  County,  Fa.,  who  was  born  in 
1817.  She  bore  him  eight  children — Sarah  A., 


Noah,  Mariah  J.,  John  B.,  William  T.,  Anderville 
E.,  Mary  and  Henry.  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of 
George  Lyons,  a  resident  of  St.  Clair  County,  Mo.; 
Noah  died  in  Linn  Township  in  1857,  aged  seven¬ 
teen  years;  Maria  J.  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Corbly,  and  departed  this  life  in  Southern  Kansas, 
April  5,  1875;  John  B.  is  living  in  Montana;  AVill- 
iam  T.  married  Barbara  Ilyenfritz,  and  resided  in 
St.  Clair  County,  Mo.,  until  his  demise  in  1873; 
he  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War,  enlisting?  in 
the  24th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  fought  bravely  and 
well  for  his  country’s  honor;  Anderville  B.  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Linn  Township;  he  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Emily  Hill,  and  after  her  demise  chose  Miss  Jane 
Griffin  as  his  life  companion;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Jacob  Wilson,  and  they  are  living  in  Warren 
County,  this  State;  Henry  selected  Miss  Mary  E. 
Dunn  as  his  wife,  and  they  are  residents  of  Linn 
Township.  John  and  Anderville  also  served  their 
country  honorably  in  the  late  war. 

Mrs.  Bolton  departed  this  life  Feb.  9,  1857,  and 
our  subject  was  again  married,  in  Harrison  County, 
W.  Ya.,  to  Nancy  Linnville.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  March  20,  1859,  and  their  wedded  life 
was  blest  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Rosan¬ 
na,  Noah  and  George  B.  Rosanna  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  Axtel,  a  resident  of  Montana;  Noah 
married  Annie  Gibson,  and  they  are  likewise  living- 
in  Montana;  George  B.  is  a  resident  of  Brown 
Township,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  sec¬ 
ond  Mrs.  Bolton  departed  this  life  April  19,  18G3, 
and  seven  years  later,  Dec.  3.  1870,  at  Marion,  this 
State,  our  subject  formed  another  matrimonial  al¬ 
liance,  Mrs.  Susanna  (Kearns)  Stewart  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  She  is  the  widow  of  James 
J.  Stewart,  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  17,  1831.  Of  the  latter  union  two  children 
have  been  born — Ida  M.  and  Delilah  E. 

Mr.  Bolton  of  this  notice  has  been  content  to  fol¬ 
low  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  and  has  been  so  oc- 
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copied  in  his  own  affairs  that  even  had  he  the 
inclination  to  accept  office  at  the  hands  of  his 
friends  and  citizens,  he  would  not  have  had  the 
time  to  faithfully  perform  the  duties.  He  has, 
therefore,  never  sought  office,  and  has  held  but  few  : 
of  the  minor  offices  in  his  township.  Coming  here  z 
in  1849  comparatively  a  poor  man,  he  has  accumu-  3 
lated  a  811111016110,7  of  this  world’s  goods  to  enable  : 
him  to  enjoy  the  sunset  of  life  in  peace  and  quiet, 
and  it  is  his  to  say  that  in  the  accumulation  of  his 
property  lie  lias  never  wronged  his  fellow-man.  He : 
is  a  true  and  consistent  Christian  gentleman,  holding  3 
fellowship  with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  respected 
and  honored  for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrity. 
I11  politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican  pariy. 


1 
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,  ATIIAN  U.  BALLARD,  a  goodly  land- 
owner,  well-to-do  farmer  and  respected  and 
honored  citizen  of  Linn  Township,  resides  :  } 
on  his  fine  and  productive  farm,  which  is  located  on  : 
section  19.  His  parents  were  William  and  Louisa 
(Yeomans)  Ballard,  natives  of  New  York  and  Conn¬ 
ecticut  respectively.  After  marriage  they  settled  ; 
in  Ohio,  where  the  father  worked  at  his  chosen 
calling  of  a  farmer,  and  where  they  continued  to 
live  until  1854.  During  that  year  they  came  to 
this  county,  and  settled  in  Linn  Township,  and 
there  lived  together  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Sept.  27,  1872,  and  was  caused,  it  is  supposed,  by  3j 
the  kick  of  a  horse.  He  had  been  to  a  neighbor’s  \ 
to  get  a,  calf,  and  it  is  supposed  that  while  he  was  :  [ 
bringing  it  home,  and  during  his  efforts  to  keep  it 
in  the  wagon,  that  it  must  have  thrown  him  upon 
the  horses,  and  they,  becoming  frightened,  kicked 
the  old  gentleman  to  death,  for  when  found  he  was 
dead  and  terribly  bruised.  His  wife  is  at  present 
living  in  Linn  Township.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  Josephus  is  living  in  Harvey 
County,  Kan. ;  Warren  died  in  Linn  Township, 
aged  about  forty-eight  years;  Nathan  U.  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  notice;  Lydia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Leigh,  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township;  Azuba  died  in 
Linn  Township  when  in  her  fifteenth  year;  Misell 
lives  in  Nebraska,  and  one  died  in  infancy. 

Nathan  U.  Ballard  is  a  native  of  Trumbull  Coun- 
ty,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Feb.  1G,  1839.  His  educa- 
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tion  was  principally  received  in  the  common  schools, 
jj  :  and  the  major  portion  of  his  life  has  been  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  Soon  after  the  news  had 
flashed  across  the  wires  that  rebel  shot  and  shell 
had  been  thundered  against  Sumter,  and  our  mar¬ 
tyred  President  had  called  for  brave  hearts  and 
f  E  strong  arms  to  battle  for  the  perpetuity  of  the 
i  :  Union,  our  subject  responded.  He  enlisted  Sept. 
2,  1861,  in  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  as  Corporal,  and 
served  three  years.  During  his  entire  service  he 
was  only  confined  to  the  hospital  nine  days,  and 
returned  from  the  field  of  conflict  without  a  single 
scratch.  After  the  war  was  over,  our  subject  came 
back  to  Linn  Township,  and  doffing  his  uniform, 
and  laying  aside  his  accoutrements  of  war,  again 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life  at  his 
chosen  vocation.  He  has  continued  to  labor  at 
that  calling  until  the  present  time,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  283-^  acres  of  good  farm 
land,  on  which  he  has  erected  a  fine  modern  resi- 
■  dence  and  barn,  together  with  substantial,  necessary 
s  out-buildings,  and  is  meeting  with  success.  Mr. 
Ballard  has  a  few  head  of  thorough  Short-horns, 
and  the  balance  of  his  herd  are  high  grades. 

Mr.  Ballard  was  married  in  Marion,  this  county, 
Dec.  21,  1865,  to  Sarah  E.  Leigh,  sister  of  J.  B. 
:  Leigh,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  another  part  of 
this  work,  and  where  a  short  biography  of  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Mrs.  Ballard  may  be  found.  Mrs.  Ballard 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  28, 
1843,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  two  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — John  L.  and  Martha  E. 
Mr.  Ballard  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee, 
as  well  as  other  minor  offices  within  the  gift  of  the 
people.  In  politics  he  is  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Dimmet  Post  No.  400,  of 
Mt.  Yernon. 

II 

i  :  Ballard  is  shown  on  another  page. 
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A  lithographic  view  of  the  fine  residence  of  Mr. 


RANK  ARCHER  SIMMONS,  lawyer,  land 


agent  and  abstractor,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
was  born  at  Fulton  City,  Ill.,  April  12,  1857. 


:  He  comes  of  a  prominent  old  family,  the  history  of 


U-|t 

i  :  which  is  quite  interesting 
a  :  Gideon  Simmons,  was  of  English  descent. 
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His  great-grandfather, 
He  was 
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born  in  1746,  in  Little  Compton,  R.  1.  In  early 
manhood  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  He  was  married  and  became  the  father 
of  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  1793  he  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  State,  and  settled  in  the  dense 
forest,  twenty  miles  from  a  mill  or  trading-post,  and 
three  and  one-half  miles  from  any  neighbor.  His 
settlement  was  upon  the  site  of  Madison  Town¬ 
ship,  and  he  remained  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1841.  He  was  very  hale  and  hearty, 
the  result  of  excellent  habits,  and  was  able  to  do  a 
good  day’s  work  until  near  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  ninety -five  years.  His  son,  William 
Pitt  Simmons,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
also  born  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  in  1780.  He  was 
a  prominent  man  in  his  community,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years.  He  married 
Miss  Susanna  Durfee,  the  third  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  Durfee,  born  in  1804,  in  Madison,  N.  Y. 
Of  this  union  there  were  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  as  follows:  Leander,  Ashbel  A., 
Durfee,  Gideon  D.,  Sophronia,  Patience,  Harriet 
and  Deborah,  all  born  in  Madison  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  Mrs.  Susanna  Simmons  was  of  Scotch  de¬ 
scent,  and  her  father  claimed  relationship  with  the 
unfortunate  Queen,  Mary  Stuart.  William  Pitt 
Simmons  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1837,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  York,  Washtenaw  County.  There  the  old 
people  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  and  there 
their  remains  were  laid  to  rest.  Grandmother  Sim¬ 
mons  died  in  1844,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years; 
her  husband  survived  her  nine  years,  and  folded  his 
hands  for  his  final  rest  in  1853 ;  he  was  seventy-three 
years  old.  They  were  people  of  high  moral  and  re¬ 
ligious  principles,  and  earnest  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

Gideon  Simmons,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Aug.  5,  1810,  and  commenced  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  the  Baptist  Church  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  sixty  years  in 
evangelistic  work.  He  has  not  yet  altogether  aband¬ 
oned  it,  although  now  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  has  retained  his  mental  faculties  to  a  remarkable 
degree.  1 1  is  earl}'  labors  extended  over  ten  different 
States,  embracing  Michigan  and  Ohio,  besides  Can¬ 
ada,  in  which  he  was  remarkably  successful.  He  was 
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married  in  August,  18:51,  to  Miss  Pemelia  Thomp¬ 
son,  the  daughter  of  John  Thompson,  who  was  a 
clothier  of  Madison.  This  lad}’  was  born  Jan.  7, 
1812,  and  departed  this  life  at  Bristol,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  April,  1835,  leaving  a  son,  William 
Alonzo,  who  became  a  physician,  and  in  1856  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  McCormick,  at  Iowa  City. 
William  A.  Simmons  died  in  Boone,  Iowa,  in  1870, 
leaving  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  who  are  now  in 
Omaha,  Neb.  Gideon  L.  Simmons  emigrated  to 
Michigan  in  1835,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  and 
the  following  year  was  married  at  Ypsilanti  to  Miss 
II.  A.  Withers.  This  lady  died  in  1849,  leaving 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  In  May,  1851,  Mr. 
Simmons  married  his  present  wife,  Miss  Hannah  C. 
McCormack,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Illi¬ 
nois,  locating  in  Berwick,  Warren  County. 

Mrs.  Hannah  (McCormack)  Simmons  was  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Isabella  A.  McCormack,, 
who  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  viz.,  Jane, 
Hannah,  Mary,  Carrie,  Robert,  James,  Thomas  and 
William.  Grandfather  McCormack  was  a  teacher 
by  profession,  and  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  when 
only  forty-three  years  old,  at  Zanesville,  Ohio.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  at  LeMars, 
Iowa,  Jan.  7,  1885,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
four  years. 

Frank  Archer  Simmons,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  at  Fulton  City,  Ill.,  April  12,  1857.  In 
early  youth  he  developed  a  wonderful  aptitude  for 
business,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  entered  upon 
his  first  clerkship  in  a  lumber-yard,  at  the  munifi¬ 
cent  salary  of  84  per  month.  He  was  very  profic¬ 
ient,  and  the  second  month  his  salary  was  raised  to 
810.  Before  he  left  home  and  while  attending 
school,  he  managed  to  provide  his  own  clothing  and 
spending  monejr  by  clerking  and  world 
vacations.  He  succeeded  in  entering  the 
School,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  it  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  three  months  before  his  class  graduated. 
He  had  been  a  close  student,  notwithstanding:  the 
interruptions  to  his  course  of  study,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1874  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  a  district 
school  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  the  following- 
spring  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  late  Col.  I.  M.  Preston,  at  Marion, 
Iowa.  He  resumed  teaching  the  following  winter 
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in  Buchanan  County,  this  State,  and  in  the  spring 

°  - 

returned  to  his  studies  in  the  same  office.  On  March  - 

19,  1877,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was  the  3 

3  i  u 

youngest  attorney  ever  admitted  to  practice  in  Linn  E  i 
County.  In  August  of  the  same  year  he  removed  : 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  engaged  with  Mr.  R.  D.  Park-  3 
hurst  as  Clerk  of  the  Abstract  Department,  at  a 
salary  of  825  per  month.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
year  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his  em¬ 
ployer,  and  by  the' withdrawal  of  the  latter  to 
gage  in  other  business,  Mr.  Simmons,  a  few  months : 
later,  succeeded  to  his  present  business,  which  he 
has  since  conducted  with  remarkable  success.  He 
is  Secretary  of  the  Perpetual  Building  Association,  E 
an  institution  which  has  done  much  toward  the  ad-  g 
vancement  of  the  city,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  £ 
second  term  as  Tice  President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  £ 
Board  of  Trade.  He  also  holds  numerous  offices  in 
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other  civic,  political  and  social  organizations. 


The  marriage  of  Frank  Archer  Simmons  and  Miss 
Emma  C.  Weller  was  celebrated  in  Rockford,  Ill., 
Dec.  21,  1880.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  two 
children — Archer  Clifford,  born  Nov.  19,  1881,  and 
William  Reed,  born  May  24,  1886.  Mrs.  Simmons 
is  the  daughter  of  Lorenzo  R.  and  Corintha  Weller, 


residents  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was  born  in  Canada  g 


Feb.  21,  1858.  They  occupy  a  handsome  home, 
surrounded  by  all  the  evidences  of  a  cultivated  3 
taste  and  ample  means.  Mr.  Simmons  is  liberal  and 


public  spirited,  and  always  willing  to  contribute  of 
means  for  the  support  r»f  whatever  : 


his  time  and  means  for  the  support  of  whatever 
tends  to  the  advancement  of  his  community. 


AMES  B.  SPEAKE.  This  honored  pioneer 
is  prominently  known  in  this  section  as  be¬ 
ing  the  first  man  who  made  a  settlement  in 
Grant  Township.  He  crossed  the  Father  of 
Waters  in  1840,  while  Iowa  was  still  a  wild  Terri¬ 
tory,  coming  directly  here  from  Tazewell  County, 
Ill.,  to  which  he  had  emigrated  from  Marion 
County,  Ky.,  in  the  spring  of  1836.  Mr.  Speake  is 
located  on  section  19,  and  has  a  fine  farm  of  160 
acres.  His  land  is  highly  improved  and  well  culti¬ 
vated,  and  the  homestead  consists  of  a  tasteful  mod- 
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ern  farm-house,  and  all  the  barns  and  other  necessary  3 


ixiiixii  |  nSm  J  ixiixi1 


1  :  - 

-  mainder  of  his  dajrs  upon  his  first  location. 

■  Julia  A.  Speake  is  supposed  to  have  been 


out-buildings  for  the  prosecution  of  agriculture 
and  the  breeding  and  shelter  of  stock. 

James  B.  Speake  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
Ky.,  Dec.  20,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Iv.  and 
Julia  A.  (Raley)  Speake,  also  natives  of  the  “  blue 
grass”  countiy.  John  K.  Speake  was  born  Aug.  1. 
ii  1800,  and  departed  this  life  in  Linn  County,  Sept, 
i  1,  1876.  He  was  married  in  the  State  of  Kentucky 
in  1825,  and  afterward  removed  from  there  to 
Illinois.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
came  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  before  the  land  was 
in  market,  taking  up  a  claim  of  160  acres  on  Blue 
Creek,  Grant  Township,  and  set  about  its  improve¬ 
ment  and  cultivation.  He  secured  the  title  to  this 
when  the  land  came  into  market,  and  spent  the  re- 

Mrs. 

have  been  born 
about  1805.  She  died  April  17,  1866,  in  Linn 
County,  after  having  become  the  mother  of  eleven 
children — six  sons  and  five  daughters — as  follows: 
Thomas  J.,  Elizabeth,  Bernard  G.,  James  B.,  Charles 
C.,  Rebecca,  Cordelia,  Maria  A.,  George  At .,  Ly¬ 
man  Beecher  and  Eliza  E.  Rebecca  and  Lyman 
Beecher  are  deceased. 

James  B.  Speake  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of 
birth  of  his  father’s  family.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  attained  to  manhood,  and  was 
married  May  3,  1860,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Gillam. 

;  She  only  lived  until  Dec.  15,  1862,  leaving  two 
children — Lewis  E.,  twenty-three  months,  who  died 
six  days  after  his  mother,  and  a  little  girl,  Rebec¬ 
ca,  who  died  the  2d  day  of  the  following  March. 

Mi"  Speake  was  the  second  time  married,  Oct.  3, 
1876,  to  Miss  Laura  F.  Greene,  a  native  of  A'er- 
mont,  born  April  16,  1851.  She  came  to  Iowa 
with  her  parents  in  1865.  They  were  Ancie  D. 
t  and  Fidelia  (Bingham)  Greene,  both  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  and  now  residents  of  Grant 
Township,  this  county.  ’  The  parental  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  ten  children — Martha  J.,  Harriet  A., 


Charlotte  E.,  Laura  F.,  Ellen,  Hulda  L. 


H. 


Fannie, 
and  W. 


and  three  sons,  Joseph  B.,  AVilliam 
Bernard,  who  are  all  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Speake  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  taken  three  others  into  their  hearts 
and  home,  giving  them  kindly  parental  care.  They 
took  them  all  in  infancy ;  one  died  at  the  age  of 


six  months.  Those  living  are  Ralph  D.,  born  in 
1879,  and  Edith  P.,  born  in  1884.  Mrs.  Speake  is 
connected  by  membership  with  the  Free  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  S.  is  not  identified  with  any  church 
organization  or  secret  society.  Politically  he  is  a 
reliable  Republican,  and  voted  for  Fremont  in 
1856.  He  is  regarded  with 


great 


consideration 
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and  respect  in  this  section,  and  has  done  well  his 
part  toward  the  development  and  advancement  of 
Linn  County. 


-P>- 


OHN  AVITONSEK  is  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  occupying  a  comfortable  home¬ 
stead  in  College  Township,  on  section  35. 
He  is  one  of  those  excellent  Moravian  citi¬ 
zens  who  have  contributed  their  share  in  building- 
up  this  part  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  is  numbered 
among  its  most  reliable  citizens.  Mr.  AVitonsek  is 
a  native  of  Moravia,  and  was  born  in  March,  1816. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  country,  and 
was  there  united  in  marriage,  in  1836,  with  Miss 
Frances  Polak,  a  native  of  the  same  Province. 
After  the  birth  of  three  children,  the  parents,  being- 
anxious  to  secure  for  their  little  family  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  possible,  determined  to  try  their  fortunes 
in  the  New  AVorld.  Accordingly,  in  1853,  they 
set  out  to  cross  the  ocean,  and  first  located  in  Ra¬ 
cine,  AAris.  After  remaining  there  for  a  time  they 
went  over  into  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  there 
settled  upon  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  of  forty 
acres.  After  a  time  it  seemed  better  to  dispose  of 
this,  which  the}"  accordingly  did,  and  came  into 
Linn  County  and  purchased  land,  and  finally  estab¬ 
lished  themselves  in  College  Township.  They 
kept  adding  to  their  possessions  from  time  to  time, 
and  now,  after  some  }Tears  of  earnest  effort  and 
persevering  industry,  Mr.  A\  itonsek  finds  himself 
the  owner  of  375  broad  acres,  which  are  all  im¬ 
proved  and  under  good  cultivation.  He  has  been 
remarkably  successful  in  his  business  undertakings, 
possessing  that  wise  judgment,  which,  while  adapted 
to  the  accumulation  of  property,  has  also  the  rare 
faculty  of  retaining  it.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling,  two 
good  barns,  and  all  the  necessary  out-buildings,  ag- 
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ricultural  implements  and  appliances  for  carrying 
on  agriculture  in  a  first-class  manner. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witonseksix  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 
The  eldest  son,  Frank,  is  married  and  lives  in  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  and  is  a  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes;  he 
has  four  children— Frank,  Jr.,  John,  William  and 
Jennie.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Bostrokey; 
Francis  and  Charles  are  deceased;  Joseph  lives  at 
home;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  Zofil;  he  is  a 
farmer,  and  carries  on  agriculture  in  Johnson 
(  ounty,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witonsek  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Y\  itonsek  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


RES  1  ( )N  DAN  I  ELS,  President  of  the  bank¬ 
ing-house  of  A.  Daniels  <fc  Co.,  and  the 
pioneer  merchant  of  Marion,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  1G, 
His  father,  Otis  Daniels,  was  born  in  Med¬ 
way,  Norfolk  Co.,  Mass.,  April  14,  1786,  and  died 
in  North  Brookfield,  Oct.  24,  1843.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  Jerusha  (Day)  Daniels,  was  born  in 
W rentham,  Mass.,  May  13, 1790,  and  died  in  North 
Biookfield,  Jan.  14,  1832.  The  Daniels  family 
were  residents  of  Massachusetts  in  colonial  times, 
and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Medway,  that  State,  his  ancestors 
emigrating  from  Wales,  lie  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  did  good  service  in  the 
cause  of  American  independence. 

Preston  Daniels  lived  in  his  native  State  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  receiving 
a  good  common-school  education.  In  1846  he 
came  to  Marion,  Iowa,  and  joined  his  brother  Ad¬ 
dison  in  the  mercantile  business.  Addison  had 
preceded  our  subject  some  six  years,  having  come 
}  here  as  early  as  1840,  and  opened  the  first  stock  of 
]  }  goods  for  sale  in  the  town.  The  firm  did  an  ex- 
-  tensive  mercantile  business,  and  also  established  a 
branch  house  at  Cedar  Rapids.  They  likewise  be¬ 
came  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  not  only  in 
Marion  and  vicinity,  but  throughout  the  State, 
lhej  v  ere  remarkably  successful,  and  accumulated 
a  large  and  valuable  property.  In  May,  1883, 
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they,  in  company  with  A.  L.  Daniels 
piivate  banking-house,  under  the  firm  name  of  A. 
Daniels  &  Co.,  at  Marion,  based  on  the  extensive 
real  estate  and  other  property  interests  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Marion,  Feb.  12, 
1849,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Amory  and 
Lovisa  (Cheadle)  Keyes,  the  former  born  May  17, 
1801,  in  Worthington,  Mass.,  and  the  latter  May 
12,  1806,  in  Windsor,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Daniels’  paternal 
grandfather  was  born  in  Princeton,  Mass.,  and  " 


’  •  i 


emigrated 


to 


W  indsor,  Ohio,  in  1817;  he  married 


Mary  Harriet  Everett,  cousin  of  Hon.  Edward 
Everett.  Mrs.  Daniels  was  born  at  Windsor,  Ohio, 
and  her  union  with  our  subject  was  productive  of  : 
three  children — a  son  and  two  daughters :  Addison  -  } 
L.  married  Miss  Clara  Hodges,  and  is  a  member  of  - 
the  banking-house  of  A.  Daniels  <fc  Co.,  at  Marion;  :-} 
Caroline  is  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Mentzer,  a 
of  Marion;  Adeliza,  the  youngest  child,  is  living  a 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  attend  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics. 


LMOND  MANAIIAN,  dealer  in  agricult¬ 
ural  implements  at  Center  Point,  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  the  county. 
The  principal  machines  handled  by  him 
are  the  Nichols  &  Shepard  Vibrator  Thresher, 
manufactured  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  all  of 
the  goods  manufactured  by  the  extensive  firm  of 
Furst  &  Bradley,  of  Chicago.  He  embarked  in 
this  business  in  1864,  and  has  made  a  splendid  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  enterprise.  His  office  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Main  and  State  streets,  and  his  goods  are 
sold  far  and  wide. 

Almond  Manahan  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  June  11,  1835,  his  parents  being  William  S. 
and  Peggy  M.  (Dennison)  Manahan.  William  S. 
Manahan  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  Aug.  28, 
1794,  and  his  death  occurred  March  15,  1847,  in 
Huron  County,  Ohio.  Peggy,  his  wife,  was  born 
Nov.  16,  1802,  and  is  now  enjoying  excellent 
health  for  a  lad}r  of  her  extreme  age.  She  is  the 
mother  of  the  following  twelve  children :  Maria, 
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born  Aug-.  10,  1818,  married  James  Meade  June 
30,  1836;  Luther  D.,  born  March  22,  1823;  Charles 
S.,  born  Feb.  9,  1825,  married  Miss  Augusta  Greg¬ 
ory  June  20,  1847,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  May  12,  1864;  Calvin  S.,  born 
July  4,  1827,  married  Miss  Sarah  Wheeler  Aug. 
13,  1847 ;  Thomas,  born  Jan.  5, 1830,  married  Miss 
Almira  Cook  Feb.  26,  1851 ;  Prudy,  born  Jan.  25, 
1833,  married  William  A.  Alley  Dec.  11,  1849; 
Almond,  born  June  11,  1835;  Dennison,  Nov.  18, 
1837;  Helen,  Feb.  28,  1839;  Martha  A.,  March  27, 
1842;  Mary  C.  and  Sarah  D.,  twins,  born  Aug.  12, 
1845.  The  former  died  Jan.  16,  1849,  and  Sarah 
married  James  Fool  Feb.  16,  1862.  Martha  had 
J  :  married  Marcus  Suydam  Oct.  24,  1860.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Peggy  Manahan 
married  Joseph  Crawford,  April  10,  1856.  lie  was 
{  :  an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  a  native  of  Massa- 
{ fjg  chusetts,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  1876  or  1877. 
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Mr.  Almond  Manahan  of  this  sketch  was  united 
,  :  in  marriage,  Nov.  2,  1856,  with  Margaret  A.  Lewis, 
j  who  was  born  in  Ohio  Dec.  14,  1837.  Mr.  Mana- 
hail  came  to  this  State  in  1835,  in  June.  Eight 
}l|  children  have  been  born  to  their  union:  George 
{:;£  E.,  born  Aug.  23,  1857,  married  Miss  Lula  E.  Por- 
il-  ter  April  10,  1880;  Frank  E.,  born  Feb.  22,  1860: 
1  5  Mary  E.,  May  27,  1863;  Charles  S.,  July  9,  1866; 
i|j  Lillis,  June  29,  1870;  Bertha,  Oct.  26,  1872;  John 
1;|  C.,  Jan.  18,  1875,  and  D.  D.,  June  28,  1878.  Of 
the  above-named  children  the  family  have  been 
called  upon  to  convey  to  their  last  earthly  resting- 
;  place  the  following  five:  Frank  E.  died  Dec.  4, 
:  1865,  and  Mary  E.  Feb.  26  of  the  same  year; 
Bertha,  July  25,  1874,'  and  Lillis,  Feb.  2,  1878; 
John  C.  died  of  diphtheria,  Jan.  28,  1878. 

Mr.  Manahan  has  taken  an  active  part  in  all  pub- 
:  lie  and  charitable  enterprises  of  his  town,  and  has 
:  been  fairly  prosperous  in  life,  tie  owns,  besides 
-  other  town  property,  nine  acres  of  city  land.  Po¬ 
litically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  claims  to  be  the 
■  first  Manahan  that  ever  voted  a  Republican  ticket. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being- 
connected  with  Viana  Lodge  No.  144.  He  united 
with  the  fraternity  during  the  Rebellion,  and  has 
filled  the  various  offices  of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  a 
prominent  member  of  Center  Point  Lodge,  No. 
185,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  filled  the  chair  of  Chief 


Patriarch  of  the  Encampment  of  Linn  County,  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  for  two  terms,  and  has  acted  as 
Treasurer  of  both  lodges  for  several  years.  He  is 
regarded  as  a  gentleman  not  only  worthy  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Brotherhood  of  the  great  orders  with 
which  he  is  connected,  but  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity. 


HI  EG  DO  RE  LYMAN,  one  of  the  early  pio¬ 
neers  of  Linn  County,  and  also  one  of  the 
substantial  and  progressive  farmers  of  Otter 
Creek  Township,  now  residing  on  section  10,  is  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Reynolds)  Lyman.  His 
father  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  died  in  Vermilion 
County,  111.,  about  1833.  The  mother  died  about 
1843.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Theodore,  the  oldest,  was  born  May  1,  1827,  in 
Brown  County,  Ohio;  Chauncey,  born  in  1830,  is 
now  supposed  to  be  dead,  as  he  was  last  heard  from 
at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  in  1855;  Mary  A.  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years. 

Mr.  Lyman  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Margaret 
Payne,  their  nuptials  being  solemnized  near  Dan¬ 
ville,  Ill.  She  was  born  July  12,  1833.  They  are 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  living:  Chauncey, 
born  Feb.  28,  1853,  married  Mrs.  Anna  Backsley  in 
March,  1877,  and  has  three  children;  Henry  R., 
born  June  3,  1856;  Clarissa,  born  July  18,  1860, 
became  the  wife  of  John  Fishel,  and  is  living  in 
this  township,  engaged  in  teaching;  Ida,  born  Jan. 
14,  1862,  attended  the  High  School  at  Marion  in 
1882,  and  has  taught  school  in  Districts  Nos.  3  and 
4,  in  Otter  Creek  for  two  terms;  Charles,  born  Feb. 
3,  1867;  Ithamar,  May  11,  1873;  Theodore  Nov. 
6,  1874. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Lyman  were  Peter 
and  Elizabeth  (Aug)  Payne.  Her  father  was  born 
in  New  York  State;  her  mother  died  in  1841,  in 
Illinois.  The}7  had  five  children :  Minerva,  Squire, 
Margaret,  Delilah  and  Julia. 

Mr.  Lyman  has  350  acres  of  fine  land.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  located  in  Linn  County.  He 
started,  however,  from  Illinois,  for  Nebraska  Ter¬ 
ritory,  and  on  his  way  stopped  in  Warren  County, 
Iowa,  and  there  changed  his  purpose  and  came  to 
Linn  County,  locating  in  this  township,  as  stated. 


11:1 

Ipi 


11: -i  I 


IM 

Su 


VW2 


*11 k 1  111  I  It 


\ 

J0J 

tUgUM )j:.  mm.' '  .  I!::-  ftJl 

n 

_  R 

i ffrvi t v i a  f5 

.....lift....!., 

nnnriinmnirimmfflni. 

474 


LINN  COUNTY. 


I 


phi 


1 

0 

10 


'ffl 

0 


lU 

ffl 


(I  0 
0  0 
1  I 

[M 


n 


Mr.  Lyman  at  one  time  in  his  life  was  very  poor, 
and  began  in  this  State  without  a  cent.  Ilis  first 
hogs  were  raised  on  hazel-nuts  and  prairie  grass, 
collected  by  his  own  hands.  In  this  way  he  raised 
£70  for  the  first  payment  on  his  land.  He  is  now 
reaping  the  benefits  of  the  hard  labors  of  his  early 
life. 

Mr.  Lyman  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
C  hurch,  but  his  wife  and  children  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Lyman  voted  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  ticket  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War, 
when  for  a  time  he  almost  ceased  taking  a  part  in 
political  affairs,  but  of  late  has  been  a  Greenbacker. 
1  he  progress  which  he  has  made  from  poverty  to 
comparative  affluence  marks  him  as  a  man  of  no 
ordinary  ability.  Beginning  with  empty  pockets, 
but  with  willing  hands  and  a  strong  will,  he  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  well-earned  competency.  His 
business  qualities,  no  less  than  his  fidelity  to  all  his 
obligations  in  life,  have  contributed  to  give  him  a 
wide  influence  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
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HOMAS  J.  GARDNER,  owner  and  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Troy  Mills  breeding  farm, 
in  Spring  Grove  Township,  this  county, 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Elk  County, 
Pa.,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  June  JO,  1847.  His 
parents  were  Charles  and  Nancy  (Litz)  Gardner, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respect¬ 
ively.  The  father  was  born  Aug.  11,  1812,  and 
died  Jan.  28,  1878;  the  mother  was  the  junior  of 
her  husband  by  three  years,  having  been  born  Nov. 
28,  1815,  and  she  survived  her  husband  four  years, 
dying  in  Linn  County,  Jan.  3,  1882.  The  parental 
household  included  twelve  children,  of  .whom  the 
record  is  as  follows :  Two  sons  died  in  infancy ; 
Alfred  died  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years;  John 
at  the  age  of  two  years,  also  Elizabeth  and  Orletus, 
at  the  same  age;  Cyrus  was  married  to  Miss 
Rosetta  Murry,  of  whom  he  was  bereft  before  many 
years,  and  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Flora  Myers;  Nancy  J.  became  the  wife  of  AYilliam 
Long;  the  next  child  was  Thomas  J.  of  our  sketch; 
Sarah  A.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years; 


married  Mrs.  Jane  (Buckingham)  Mar- 


Charles  W 
tin. 

Thomas  J.  Gardner  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia 
Buckingham  Nov.  15,  1871.  She  is  a  native  of 
Buchanan  County,  Iowa,  born  April  14,  1856,  and 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Harriet  (Dudley) 
Buckingham,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  London, 
England,  respectively.  Of  this  union  have  been 
born  five  children:  James  A., Oct.  4,  1872;  Charles 
J.,  Oct.  18,  1874;  Mary  J.,  June  12,  187G;  Thomas 
M.,  April  12,  1878;  Lena  E.,  May  23,  1880. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Gardner  comprises  120  acres  of 
finely  cultivated  land,  located  on  section  8.  He 
came  to  this  State  directly  from  his  native  county 
in  March,  1868.  For  the  last  eighteen  years  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  handling  and  breeding  of 
blooded  stallions  and  brood  mares,  both  as  road¬ 
sters  and  draft  animals.  His  stock  at  this  time  in¬ 
cludes  the  stallion  “  Ney  Boney,”  fourteen  3-ears 
old,  of  a  light  dapple  gray,  weight  1,500.  Another 
stallion  is  “Jarvis”  of  the  Messenger  stock,  also  : 
dapple  gray  in  color,  and  with  a  weight  of  1,300. 
He  has  bred  some  of  the  finest  trotters  in  the 
Hawkeye  State,  among  them  being  “Ecadunus 
Frank,”  who  has  a  record  of  2  :30,  and  was  sold  to 
parties  in  Tennessee.  Another  noted  animal  was 
“  Prince,”  of  the  Kentucky  stock  Trochen,  who  was 
also  sold  at  a  high  price.  Mr.  Gardner  takes  great 
pride  in  the  productions  of  his  stock  farm,  and  has 
attained  a  reputation  as  a  breeder  of  great  promi¬ 
nence  in  this  State.  He  has  passed  through  some 
thrilling  experiences  in  dealing  with  vicious  ani¬ 
mals.  O11  the  23d  of  June,  1884,  he  was  attacked 
by  a  horse  which,  from  its  ill-temper,  had  been 
named  the  “  man-eater.”  The  animal  stripped  all 
the  clothing  from  his  body  except  his  boots,  and 
evidently  intended  to  destroy  him,  but  Mr.  Gard¬ 
ner  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  Two  3-ears 
afterward  Mr.  Gardner  received  a  severe  hurt  in 
the  right  side  by  a  kick  from  another  vicious  ani¬ 
mal.  He  had  four  ribs  broken  at  that  time,  and 
was  compelled  to  keep  his  bed  for  eight  weeks. 

In  his  native  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gard¬ 
ner  became  familiar  with  all  the  pursuits  of  that 
wild  region,  which  developed  in  him  a  rugged  and 
independent  character,  and  was  an  excellent  school 
to  prepare  him  for  his  future  adventures.  He  as- 
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sisted  his  father  in  clearing  a  pine  farm  of  sixty 


|  L, . . . 

j  •  acres  amid  the  forests  of  Elk  County,  and  chopped 
logs  and  floated  them  down  the  Susquehanna  River 
from  above  Williamsport,  where  they  were  sawed 
It  was  an  interesting  but  dangerous 


5  into  lumber. 
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:  business,  and  Mr.  Gardner  often  recalls  many  inci¬ 
dents  where  life  and  limb  were  in  extreme  peril, 


Hi 


=  and  only  escaped  through  the  judgment  and  exper- 


ience  of  the  men  who  had  become  inured  to 
hardships  of  that  peculiar  calling. 


the 


ON.  ADAM  PERRY,  residing  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  was  born  in  Greenbrier  County,  Va., 
April  24,  1804.  His  grandfather,  Swift 
Perry,  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and, 
m  emigrating  to  the  United  States  prior  to  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  settled  in  Virginia.  His  maternal 
]j: :  ancestor  was  a  Swift  and  a  distant  relative  of  the 
B  celebrated  Dean  Swift.  The  grandfather  of  our 
:  subject  was  married  in  Virginia,  to  Mrs.  Morehead, 
{  '  and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  two  daaghters,  our 
subject’s  father,  Swift  Perry,  being  the  elder.  He 
was  born  in  1775,  in  Virginia,  and  was  reared  to 
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u:®  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  which  he  followed  dur- 
in  or  life.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Brown  and  their 


union  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  eight  children :  Jo¬ 


seph,  Elizabeth,  Adam,  Lewis,  Helena,  John,  Ander¬ 
son  D.  and  Mary.  Our  subject  emigrated  from 
Virginia  to  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Stark  County, 
Ill.,  in  1834,  and  was  joined  by  his  brother  Lewis 
the  same  year  and  Joseph  three  years  later.  The 
father  with  the  remainder  of  the  family  joined  them 
four  years  later,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
where  he  lived,  meeting  with  success  in  his  voca¬ 
tion,  until  called  to  join  the  silent  majority  on  the 
other  shore.  His  demise  took  place  Sept.  7,  1850, 
aged  eighty-one  years,  two  months  and  thirteen 
days.  His  good  wife  died  Aug.  3,  1842,  aged 
sixty-six  years,  seven  months  and  twenty -two  days. 
Of  their  family  of  children  only  two  survive: 
Adam,  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Anderson  D.,  a 
resident  of  Barton  County,  Mo.,  aged  seventy 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  at- 
.  tended  the  common  schools,  and  to  the  information 


US  gained  therein  added  a  practical  education. 

ilia 


He 


worked  on  the  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
his  health  failed  him,  and  for  five  years  he  was  un¬ 
able  to  do  manual  labor.  Remaining  at  home  until 
thirty-two  years  old,  a  portion  of  the  time  being 
engaged  in  the  duties  of  a  pedagogue,  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  undertook  to  clear  up  a  wood 
farm.  The  labor,  however,  proved  too  severe  for 
his  physical  powers,  and,  in  the  winter  of  1834.  he 


again  engaged  in  teaching.  The  next  winter  he 


went  to  Stark  County,  Ill.,  where  he  purchased  440 
acres  of  land,  and  where  he  lived  until  1846.  He 
then  disposed  of  his  property  by  sale,  and,  coming 
to  Van  Buren  County,  this  State,  remained  two 
years  and  then  removed  to  Johnson  County.  Liv¬ 
ing  in  the  latter  county  one  year,  he  then  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  at  Ely  Station,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm.  In  that  vicinity  he  was  occupied 
in  the  cultivation  of  440  acres  of  land  and  followed 
that  vocation  until  1852.  He  then  sold  his  prop¬ 
erty  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  where  now 
stands  Western  College,  and  lived  on  this  latter 
purchase  until  1881.  During  this  year  he  moved 
to  Missouri,  and  lived  in  that  State  until  1885.  Re¬ 
turning  from  Missouri  Mr.  Perry  settled  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  where  he  erected  a  fine  residence  and  where 
he  is  passing  the  sunset  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  well-earned  competency. 

Mr.  Perry  was  united  in  marriage,  Jan.  0,  1836, 
with  Miss  Kate  A.  Guthrie,  a  native  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  and  born  Feb.  25,  1819.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  (Jones)  Guthrie, 
natives  of  Virginia.  Her  parents  moved  to  Ohio 
about  the  year  1815,  where  her  father  purchased  a 
farm  and  erected  a  blacksmith  shop  and  carried  on 
blacksmithing  and  farming.  Her  parents  had  seven 
children  born  to  them,  only  three  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing  at  this  writing:  Jane,  wife  of  II.  Johnson,  of 
Maquon,  Ill. ;  Kate,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  no¬ 
tice,  and  John  T.,  a  resident  of  Missouri. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  of  this  no¬ 
tice,  six  children  have  been  born,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Virginia,  wife  of  A.  D.  Collier,  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  who  is  the  mother  of 
three  children — Kate,  Libbie  and  William  S. ;  Sallie 
S.,  second  child  of  our  subject,  was  married  to  Rev. 
Kephart,  a  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Western 
College  at  Toledo,  Iowa.,  and  five  children  have 
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been  born  to  thorn — Stella  K.,  Sarah  15.,  Lucretia  1\, 
Adam  P.  and  Mabel;  William  Swift,  the  eldest  son, 
died  Feb.  li),  1864,  while  serving  his  country  in  the 
late  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  also  adopted  John 
L.  Perry,  an  orphan,  given  to  Mrs.  Perry  while  his 
mother  was  on  her  deathbed,  and  they  reared  him 
to  manhood  as  the3T  did  their  own  children. 

Adam  Periy  was  elected  to  the  Twelfth  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa,  and  represented  his  constituency 
in  the  session  of  1868-60.  lie  was  employed  bjr 
the  Government  on  the  survey  in  Western  Iowa, 
and  has  also  held  the  position  of  County  Surveyor 
and  Supervisor,  lie  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  securing  the  location  of  Western  College  at 
Western,  and  gave  forty  acres  of  land  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  the  same  being  the  land  on  which  the  college 
is  standing  at  this  time,  and  has  at  different  times 
contributed  to  it  over  $6,000.  He  is  a  stock-holder 
in  the  Farmers’  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa,  which 
is  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  at  one  time  was 
Vice-President  of  the  same.  lie  was  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Western  Steam  Flour-Mill  until  1881. 

Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  al¬ 
ways  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  lie 
and  his  good  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  lie  is  one  of  those  whole-souled, 
genial  and  kind-hearted  gentlemen,  who  are  an 
honor  to  the  community  in  which  they  reside,  and 
a  financial  benefit  rather  than  a  hindrance.  His  in¬ 
fluence,  wherever  he  has  lived,  has  had  its  moral 
and  social  effect,  and  the  communities  in  which  he 
lias  lived  have  always  been  benefited  by  his  being 
a  citizen  thereof. 

As  a  truly  representative  citizen  of  this  county  a 
portrait  of  Mr.  Perry  is  given  in  this  volume,  and 
as  a  fitting  companion  picture  to  his  we  also  present 
that  of  his  estimable  wife. 


RANK  ZVACEK.  This  solid  and  substan¬ 
tial  citizen,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  pleas¬ 
antly  located  on  section  26,  of  College 
He  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  born  Jan. 
The  name  of  his  father  is  Joseph  Zvacek, 
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Township. 


S  21,  1845. 

a  farmer  by  occupation,  of  pure  Bohemian  descent 
and  nativity,  who  was  married  in  the  land  of  his 
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birth  to  Miss  Frances  Tithy,  a  native  of  the  same 
Province.  After  the  birth  of  six  children,  the  par¬ 
ents  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Putnam  Township, 
Linn  County,  their  arrival  here  being  in  the  year 
1854.  The  father  purchased  a  tract  of  prairie  land 
and  at  once  set  about  its  improvement  and  cultiva¬ 
tion.  They  remained  here  twelve  }mars,  and  then 
removed  into  College  Township  and  purchased  a 
small  farm,  which  has  subsequently  been  added  to, 
and  now  constitutes  a  fine  homestead.  The  father 
and  son  jointly  own  in  this  latter  township  186 
acres,  and  in  Putnam  Township,  thirty-seven  acres 
of  good  timber. 

Frank  Zvacek  and  wife,  Mary  (Filipi)  Zvacek,  : 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz. :  Mary,  Frances,  : 
Emma,  Frank,  Agnes  and  Tilla.  The  mother  of  3 
our  subject  died  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  Oct.  3 
28,  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  The  father 
still  survives,  having  attained  the  same  advanced  s 
age,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  son,  our  subject.  3 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zvacek  are  members  of  the  Mora¬ 
vian  Brethren  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Zvacek 
is  a  Republican.  He  is  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen,  and  fulfills  all  the  duties  of  a  worthy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  community.  The  homestead  is  an  em¬ 
bellishment  to  the  farming  district,  and  his  opera¬ 
tions  are  carried  on  in  an  intelligent  and  highly 
successful  manner.  He  is  quite  an  expert  in  the 
raising  of  stock,  and  his  herds  bear  fair  comparison 
with  any  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
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FORGE  L.  STEARNS,  Clerk  of  the  County  : 
of  Linn  County,  and  residing  at  Ma-  ; 
is  one  of  those  whole-souled,  kind- 
hearted  and  genial  individuals,  who  has  the  happy  § 
faculty  of  making  and  retaining  friends,  and  his  jj 

Hi 

success  in  life  is  attributable  to  his  own  effort  and  ; 
good  judgment.  He  first  saw  light  at  Phelps,  - 
Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  10,  1825,  his  parents  be¬ 
ing  Joel  and  Nancy  (Edmonston)  Stearns,  natives 
of  Massachusetts  and  Maryland,  respectively.  The 
father  died  in  1844,  and  the  mother  in  1834,  when 
our  subject  was  but  nine  years  of  age.  Joel  Stearns 
was  a  farmer  b3?  occupation,  and  also  “mine  host” 


A 


of  a  neat  and  tidy  hotel,  and  lived  in  Ontario  and 
Wayne  Counties,  X.  Y.,  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
Colonel  in  the  State  Militia,  was  a  Democrat  in  pol¬ 
itics,  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  re¬ 
ligiously  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
,l  fc  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Episcopal  denomination. 
Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union,  and  five 
are  yet  living:  Alonzo  and  John,  residing  at  Chi¬ 
cago;  George  L.,  subject  of  this  notice;  Dr.  Owen 
E.,  a  practitioner  at  Freeport,  Ill.,  and  Henry,  a 
resident  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

George  L.  Stearns  spent  his  younger  years  in  at¬ 
tending  a  select  school  and  the  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary,  until  eighteen  years  old.  He  then  taught 
school  at  the  town  of  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y., 
for  two  years,  and  in  1844  accepted  a  position  as 
clerk  in  the  post-office  at  that  place.  Two  years 
later  we  find  him  at  Geneva,  acting  in  the  same 
capacity,  where  he  remained  until  1849.  He  then 
became  express  messenger  between  Albany"  and 
Buffalo,  for  Wells  &  Co.  Express,  and  continued  as 
their  emplojm  on  the  railroad  until  1855.  During 
this  year  he  went  to  Saratoga  Springs,  as  express 
agent  for  the  National  Express  Company,  and  was 
in  their  employ  until  1858.  During  that  time  he 
became  popular,  and  was  elected  City  Treasurer  of 
Saratoga  Springs,  holding  that  office  for  three 
years.  In  1857  his  friends  run  him  for  the  office 
of  County  Clerk,  but  he  failed  to  be  elected  for  the 
position.  In  1858  he  became  an  employe  of  the 
New  York  Central  Railroad,  in  their  freight  de¬ 
partment,  at.  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  with 
them  until  1861. 

In  1861  our  subject  enlisted  in  the  3d  New  York 
Infantry,  in  the  three  months’  call,  and  served  his 
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:  country  for  three  months,  in  the  capacity  of  Ser¬ 
geant  of  his  company.  Returning  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  came  to  Cedar 
Falls,  this  State,  in  July,  1861,  where  he  remained 
until  1862.  In  July  of  that  year  he  enlisted  for 
three  years  again,  this  time  joining  Co.  B,  31st 
Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July 
27,  1865.  The  31st  was  for  the  entire  time  a  part 
of  the  15th  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  They 
:  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  battles 
during  the  siege,  also  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  and 


were  participants  in  the  battle  at  Mission  Ridge, 
Chickamauga,  Resaca,  and  in  fact,  all  of  the  battles 
in  the  entire  campaign  of  Sherman,  including  his 
famous  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  was,  a 
part  of  this  time,  confined  in  the  hospital  at  St. 

Louis,  for  three  months,  and  also  at  Quincy,  Ill., 
four  months.  Returning-  from  the  war,  he  engaged 
as  messenger  for  the  American  Express  Company, 
running  between  Boone,  Sioux  City  and  Omaha,  .. 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1867  on  that  run,  ^  ^ 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  and  run  from  Dubuque  to  Centralia. 

He  was  later  transferred  to  Cedar  Rapids  as 
agent  for  the  same  company,  and  remained  there 
until  1873.  He  was  then  elected  Street  Commis- 
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sioner  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  after  holding  the  office 
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for  two  years,  was  appointed  agent  for  the  United 
States  Express  Company  at  that  place,  and  re¬ 
mained  as  its  employe  until  1878. 

During  the  year  last  mentioned,  Mr.  Stearns  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Linn  County,  which 
position  he  has  since  held,  and  which  from  his  pro¬ 
ficiency  he  is  liable  to  retain  as  long  as  he  desires. 

Mr.  Stearns  was  married,  Nov.  7,  1849,  to  Miss 
Helen,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Dexter  and 
Aborne  (Donaldson)  Streeter.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  respect¬ 
ively,  and  she  was  born  in  Phelps,  Ontario  County, 
the  latter-named  State.  They  have  four  children 
living:  Charles  G.,  who  married  May  Horr, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Asa  Horr,  of  Dubuque,  and  which 
union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Fannie  S. ;  Ellen  A.  married  Edwin  S.  Young,  of 
Jefferson,  Greene  Co.,  Iowa,  and  they  have  three 
children — Jessie  II.,  Nellie  and  George  E. ;  Henry 
A.  is  in  the  office  with  his  father,  and  is  Deputy 
County  Clerk;  Theodora  A.  is  living  at  home,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  at  Marion. 

In  1884  our  subject  purchased  a  residence  on 
V  ashingtou  street,  where  he  is  at  present  residing. 

He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership 
with  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Trowel  Chapter  No. 

49.  R.  A.  M.,  and  also  of  the  Apollo  Commandery 
No.  26,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  likewise  a  member 
of  the  Mariola  No.  8,  K.  of  P.,  and  the  Robert 
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Mitchell  No.  22G,  G.  A.  R.  lie  is  ;ilso  a  member 
of  Iowa  Consistory  No.  2,  A.  S.  R.  M.,  stationed  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  lie  has  been 
most  of  his  life  in  public  service,  and  has  been 
identified  with  many  movements  that  have  benefited 
and  assisted  the  people. 
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ENRY  BACHMANN,  a  successful  farmer 
and  a  native  of  the  “Faderland,”  is  a  highly 
esteemed  resident  of  Rapids  Township, 
located  on  sec.  10.  lie  has  eighty  acres  of 
finely-improved  land,  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  is 
richly  endowed  with  those  characteristics  which 
constitute  our  German  population,  of  so  much 
value  in  this  land  of  thrift  and  progress. 

Mr.  Bachmann  was  born  in  Hesse-Cassel,  Ger¬ 
many,  March  2,  1822,  and  lived  under  the  parental 
roof  in  his  native  country  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  His  father  carried  on  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  and  the  son,  at  the  age  required, 
entered  the  military  service  of  the  Government, 
giving  four  years  of  his  young  manhood  to  that 
service.  At  the  expiration  of  his  time,  in  1 850,  in 
company  with  four  sisters  younger  than  himself, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and,  proceeding 
to  Illinois,  settled  at  M  heeling,  Cook  County, 
where  he  remained  for  ten  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  his  father,  Adam  Bachmann,  made  the 
journey  across  the  Atlantic,  and  joined  his  son  and 
daughters  here.  lie  died  in  Wheeling,  Ill.,  Sept. 
27,  1859.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was 
Catharina  Sticklitz,  and  she  died  in  her  native 
land. 

Mr.  Henry  Bachmann  came  to  Iowa  in  1877,  and 
at  ouce  located  in  this  township,  purchasing  his 
present  homestead,  upon  which  he  has  resided  ever 
since.  While  living  in  Illinois  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Anna  G.  Baerthal,  June  9, 1851. 
Mrs.  B.  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  the  same 
place  as  her  husband,  and  born  June  18,  1830.  She 
was  bereaved  of  her  father  when  a  young  child, 
her  mother  being  left  a  widow  with  six  children. 
Notwithstanding  her  affliction,  for  the  sake  of  her 
children  the  mother  gathered  up  all  her 


i  -  . . . 


22 1 
HE 


8^ 


and  strength,  and  resolved  to  seek  in  the  New 
\\  orld  a  home  for  herself  and  her  fatherless  brood. 

I  hey  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1850,  and  at  once 
proceeded  to  Chicago,  Ill.,  where  they  established 
a  home,  and  where  the  life  of  the  mother  terminated 
after  her  children  became  of  mature  years  and  able 
to  look  out  for  themselves. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Bachmann  have  become  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased : 
Jacob  is  living  at  home;  Charles  married  Miss 
Rosa  Hess;  he  is  carrying  on  the  restaurant  busi¬ 
ness;  Mary  K.  is  the  wife  of  William  Uietz,  a 
farmer,  and  they  reside  in  Rapids  Township,  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  children — Lizzie  M.  and 
Gertrude  A.;  Julius  lives  in  Cedar  Rapids;  Lizzie 
D.,  Henry,  Lewis  and  August  L.  all  reside  at  home. 

The  deceased  are  Edward  and  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Bachmann  and  his  family  are  consistent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  politically  he  ^ 
is  an  uncompromising  Democrat.  He  is  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen,  and  a  valued  member  of 
society. 
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W.  BURNSIDE,  Sheriff  of  Linn  County, 
and  a  resident  of  Marion,  is  a  native  of 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  Oct. 
13,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Walley)  Burnside,  natives  of  Albany  County,  N. 
Y.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  became  the  head 
of  a  family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living — Thomas,  a  resident  of  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y. ;  William,  living  in  Manitoba;  George,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Mary,  Mrs.  Houghtaling, 
residing  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  attended  the  graded  schools  at 
Greene,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a  prac¬ 
tical  education.  Starting  out  in  life,  he  clerked  in 
a  store,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Al¬ 
bany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  learned  the  harness-mak¬ 
er’s  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
Not  finding  this  a  congenial  occupation,  he  went 
into  the  lumber  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  re¬ 
mained  four  years  in  Lycoming  County.  There  he 
engaged  in  the  lumbering  business,  running  on  the 
Susquehanna  River  to  Port  Deposit,  Md.  Going 
to  Illinois  in  1857,  he  settled  in  McHenry  County, 
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and  engaged  in  farming  and  various  kinds  of  labor 
for  four  years,  when  he  moved  to  Iowa,  in  1861, 
and  settler],  in  Bowlder  Township,  Linn  County, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  forty  acres,  and  for  seventeen 
years  lived  on  the  same,  engaged  in  its  cultivation 
and  improvement.  He  then  engaged  in  the  cream¬ 
ery  business  at  Prairieburg,  following  that  line  for 
two  years,  after  which  we  find  him  engaged  in 
L  '  mercantile  pursuits  at  the  same  place  for  five  years. 
During  this  time  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  by 
Postmaster-General  Hatton,  under  President  Ar¬ 
thur’s  administration.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Linn  County,  and  moved  to  the  county 
seat. 

Mr.  Burnside  was  united  in  marriage,  Dec.  10, 
1857,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Burnside)  McArthur,  natives  of  Dela¬ 
ware  County,  N.  Y.,  who  are  at  present  residing  at 
Prairieburg,  this  county.  Mr.  McArthur  is  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  and  became  the  father  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters — Mrs.  Burnside,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Judd,  also  a 
resident  of  Prairieburg. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  takes 
a  lively  interest  in  all  things  connected  with  the 
good  of  his  party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
if  Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  fellowship  with  Pat- 

1  :i£ 

mos  No.  27,  K.  T.  Mr.  Burnside  is  a  gentleman 
greatlj'  respected  for  his  sterling  worth,  and  is  one 
l  of  the  representative  men  of  Linn  County. 
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j^ENCEL  RIGEL,  deceased,  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  Bohemian  farmer,  and  a  large  land- 
owner,  who  successfully  followed  his  call¬ 
ing  in  College  Township  on  section  29.  He  was 
born  Sept.  4,  1834,  and  departed  this  life  Oct.  29, 
1879.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Rigel, 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  in  early  life  con¬ 
tracted  a  marriage  with  a  lady  of  the  same  nation¬ 
ality  as  himself.  They  passed  their  lives  in  then- 
native  land,  and  at  the  close  their  remains  were 
there  laid  to  rest  in  peace.  The  earty  life  of  our 
subject  was  spent  under  the  parental  roof,  where  he 
assisted  his  father  as  best  he  could,  and  when  he 
arrived  at  years  of  discretion  started  out  to  do  for 
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himself.  He  was  of  an  ambitious  turn  of  mind,  1  |ff| 
and  from  friends  and  relatives  in  the  New  World 
had  obtained  glowing  accounts  of  what  this  coun¬ 
try  was  doing  for  the  enterprising  emigrant.  He 
resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  here,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  started  on  his  voyage  across  the  At-  - 
lantic,  and  after  arriving  on  American  shores,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Linn  County.  His 
habits  of  industry  and  more  than  ordinary  intelli¬ 
gence  soon  won  for  him  friends  and  well-wishers, 

livelihood  he  met  with  en- 
Before  arriving  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  had  already  selected  a  lady  whom 
he  believed  would  prove  a  proper  partner  in  his 
coming  struggle  with  the  world.  When  he  left  his 
native  land  she  was  living  there,  but  in  due  time 
she  followed  her  intended  husband,  and  they  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Iowa_  City,  in  October,  1860. 

This  lady  proved  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed 
in  her.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  Horak.  She 
was  born  in  Bohemia,  Sept.  24,  1834,  and  at  the 
time  of  coming  to  this  country  was  accompanied 
by  her  parents,  John  and  Frances  (Jehichka) 
Horak.  They  located  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa, 
and  there  the  parents  died.  They  are  entitled  to  a 
worthy  and  prominent  place  among  the  ranks  of 
old  settlers,  and  were  successful  in  their  efforts  to 
obtain  a  competency. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Rigel  and  his  wife 
settled  on  a  forty-acre  farm  in  the  north  part  of 
Linn  County,  but  in  due  time  he  sold  this,  and 
rented  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law  for  three  years. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Linn  County,  where  Mr. 

Rigel  purchased  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  four  years. 

He  then  disposed  of  this,  and  secured  possession  of 
160  acres  in  Fairfax  Township,  which  he  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  occupied  it  for 
three  years.  He  then  abandoned  farming  for  a 
short  time,  and  became  engaged  in  business  in  the 
citj7  of  Cedar  Rapids,  but  his  agricultural  tastes 
prevailed,  and  he  again  became  possessed  of  a  tract 
of  land  of  200  acres,  where  he  located  permanently, 
and  before  his  decease  had  established  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  homesteads  in  the  county,  and  here 
his  life  terminated  in  1879.  To  the  household  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rigel  was  added  a  little  band  of 
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eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  A 
son,  Frank,  remains  at  home  with  Ids  mother,  and 
occupies  himself  in  transacting  the  business  of  the 
homestead,  in  which  he  is  assisted  by  Ids  brother 
William;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  John  Vaverka, 
and  they  reside  in  Johnson  County;  Catherine  re¬ 
mains  on  the  homestead, also  Wenccl  and  Anthony; 
Francis  died  in  early  infancy. 

Under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Rigel  and  her 
family,  the  homestead  has  lost  none  of  its  prestige, 
beauty  and  system  since  the  decease  of  the  head  of 
the  household.  The  mantle  of  the  father  seems  to 
have  fallen  upon  the  sons,  they  being  possessed  of 
the  same  enterprising  spirit  and  tendency  to  indus¬ 
try,  and  they  bid  fair  to  perpetuate  his  name  in 
dignity  and  honor.  The  boys  have  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  local  and  general  politics,  and  they  are 
conscientious  adherents  and  supporters  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


ESTER  L.  ELLIOTT,  City  Treasurer  of 
Marion  and  Deputy  Treasurer  of  Linn 
County,  was  born  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  June 
11,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Johnston  and  Eliza 
(Mills)  Elliott.  lie  came  to  Marion  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  1850,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
city  schools.  He  was  engaged  as  book-keeper  at 
Moingona,  this  State,  for  the  Moingona  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  from  1809  to  1871.  He  was  also  engaged  as 
book-keeper  for  Shaver  &  Daws,  merchants  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  for  one  year,  and  in  1873  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brothers,  Johnson  and  Milton 
L.,  in  the  grocery  business  at  Marion,  which  con¬ 
nection  continued  for  several  year's.  He  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  clerk  in  the  County  Treasurer’s  office  in 
1874,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  1879, 
when  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Treasurer,  which 
position  he  has  held  continuously  since.  In  March, 
188G,  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office,  that  of 
City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  at  Marion, 
'V-1  Oct.  19,  1881,  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Will¬ 
iam  L.  Winter.  Miss  Winter  was  born  at  Marion, 
and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  E.  is  an  ardent  Republican.  So- 
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cially  he  is  a  member  of  Marion  Lodge  No. 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of  Mariola  Lodge  No. 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  also  a  member  of  I 
Uniform  Rank,  Marion  Lodge  No.  23,  K.  P. 


¥: 


the 


ILLIAM  PAUL.  Foremost  amoi_ 
xgriculturalists  of  Linn  County  who  thor¬ 
oughly  understand  the  occupation  in  which 
they  are  engaged,  and  who  have  attained  success 
in  following  the  same,  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  we  place  at  the  head  of  this  biographical 
notice.  He  is  the  only  child  of  his  parents’  family 
who  is  living,  and  was  born  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  Aug.  3,  182G.  His  parents  were  William  and 
Jane  (Lock)  Paul,  natives  of  Virginia.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  Rockingham  County,  that 
State,  whence  they  removed  to  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  and  thence  to  Knox  County,  same  State.  In 
1851  the  parents  came  to  Henry  County,  Iowa, 
and  two  years  later,  in  1 853,  moved  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Linn  Township.  They  lived  in  the 
latter  township  until  their  death,  .having  become 
the  parents  of  four  children — Elizabeth,  John, 
Hannah  II.  and  William. 

Our  subject  received  what  education  he  possesses 
in  the  common  schools.  His  early  life  was  passed 
on  the  old  homestead,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
old.  He  then  married,  and  settling  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  followed  farming  until  1851.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  year  he  came  to  Henry  County,  this  State, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1853  to  this  county,  and  settled 
in  Linn  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is 
the  owner  of  142£  acres  of  good  land  in  that  town¬ 
ship,  and  is  doing  well  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
vocation. 

Mr.  Paul  of  this  notice  was  married  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  5,  1846,  to  Samantha,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Arthur  and  Polly  (Morey)  Briggs,  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Her  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa  about  1854,  and  settled  in  Johnson 
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County.  There  the  mother  died,  and  the  father 
subsequently  came  to  Linn  Township,  this  county, 
where  his  demise  occurred.  Mrs.  Paul  was  born  in 
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Licking  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  22,  1825.  She  has 
born  our  subject  four  children — Waty,  Arthur, 
Elmus  and  Walter.  Elm  us  died  in  infancy,  while 
the  family  were  living  in  Ohio;  Waty  is  the  widow 
of  Samuel  Bear;  he  died  in  Jones  County,  Iowa, 
in  August,  1884;  Arthur  married  Mary  J.  Lockard, 
and  is  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township;  Walter  married 
Minnie  Boxwell,  and  is  also  a  farmer  of  Linn 
Towship.  Mr.  Paul  has  held  some  of  the  minor 
offices  of  his  township,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  in¬ 
clined  toward  the  tenets  of  the  Christian  Church. 
In  politics  our  subject  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Paul’s  residence  and 
commodious  barns  and  out-buildings  is  shown  on 
another  page  in  this  work. 

* 

ACOB  L.  FLOYD,  the  subject  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  notice,  is  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer,  residing  on  section  21,  Washington 
Township,  and  owns  283  acres,  all  told,  in 
Linn  County.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been 
born  in  Clinton  County,  that  State,  July  24,  1826. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  attended  the 
common  schools  until  he  attained  his  majority,  and 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Blackburn,  who  was 
born  in  Delaware  Dec.  30,  1826.  In  1853,  becom¬ 
ing  greatly  impressed  with  the  accounts  received 
from  the  young  and  growing  Territory  of  Iowa, 
Mr.  Floyd  decided  to  leave  the  associations  of  his 
youth  and  establish  for  himself  a  home  in  the  farther 
West.  In  this  resolution  he  was  seconded  by  his 
good  wife,  and  the}7  accordingly  made  the  journey 
hither.  According  to  their  determination,  they  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  establishing  a  comfortable  home  here, 
and  Mr.  Floyd,  by  the  exercise  of  his  natural  en¬ 
ergy,  industry,  and  all  those  qualities  which  consti¬ 
tute  the  good  citizen  and  business  man,  became  a 
useful  and  valued  member  of  the  community.  He 
is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  after  a  life  of  persever¬ 
ing  toil  is  now  enjoying-  the  reward  of  his  early  la¬ 
bors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  are  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  whose  record  is  as  follows :  Barbara  be- 
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came  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Strait:  Lewis  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  months;  Sarah  married  John  S.  Wisehart; 
John  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Saxon  ; 
William  took  for  his  life  companion  Miss  Flora  Os- 
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borne;  she  died,  and  he  subsequently  married  Miss 
Frances  Amos,  who  is  also  deceased :  Esther  became 
the  wife  of  John  Abbott,  and  they  now  live  in  Kan-  > 
sas;  Mary;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Ladieu;  L  4 
Jacob  married  Miss  Nettie  Saxon;  the  remaining 
two  are  Charles  and  Joseph. 

When  the  exigencies  of  the  war  demanded  more  I 
men  than  had  already  volunteered,  Mr.  Floyd,  in 
1864,  became  the  subject  of  a  draft  which  then  took 
place,  and  cheerfully  went  to  the  field  of  duty,  at¬ 
taching  himself  to  the  16th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  3d  Bri- 
gade,  4th  Division,  and  17th  Army  Corps  of  the 
West.  He  was  with  Sherman  in  his  march  from  At¬ 
lanta  to  the  sea,  and,  although  never  wounded  in 
battle,  he  contracted  a  disease  from  which  he  has 
suffered  since  that  time.  Mr.  Floyd  has  always  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Republican  party  since  its  birth  in 
1856.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  well-informed  man, 
possessing  excellent  judgment  and  decided  views 
upon  all  questions  of  the  day,  civil,  political  and 
religious.  He  is  a  member  of  the  (4.  A.  R.,  Post 
No.  244,  at  Center  Point.  He  is  a  citizen  highly  es¬ 
teemed  in  his  community,  and  has  generously  con¬ 
tributed  his  portion  toward  the  building  up  of  his 
adopted  township  and  county. 

The  third  child  and  second  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Floyd,  Sarah,  was  born  May  21,  1851,  and  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  S.  Wisehart,  whose  bi¬ 
ography  we  also  give  in  connection  with  that  of  Mr. 

Floyd.  Their  marriage  took  place  April  15,  1878. 

They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Wisehart  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  in  1846,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Polly  (Ayehart)  Wisehart,  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The  father  was 
born  Nov.  28,  1806,  came  to  Iowa  in  1850,  and  died 
here  Feb.  22,  1886.  The  mother  was  born  in  1809, 
and  is  still  living  and  enjoying  good  health.  Seven 
children  grew  up  around  their  hearthstone,  viz. : 

John,  Sarah,  Lewis,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Nancy  and 
Amanda.  Nancy  died  in  1866,  and  Mary,  in  March, 

1884. 

Mr.  Wisehart  and  his  wife  reside  on  section  22, 
Washington  Township,  on  a  fine  tract  of  twenty 
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acres.  They  have  a  comfortable  dwelling  and  all 
the  necessary  ont-buildings,  and  are  worthy  and  es¬ 
timable  citizens.  A  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Floyd  is  shown  on  another  page. 


BARREN  11.  PEARSALL,  a  successful  farmer 
and  dairyman,  is  conducting  the  various 
branches  of  his  business  on  his  fine  farm  of 
100  acres  of  prairie  land  and  twenty  acres  of  timber 
in  Grant  Township,  on  section  2.  lie  came  to  Iowa 
in  1863,  established  a  home,  and  identified  himself 
with  the  interests  of  his  county  and  community. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Grant  Town¬ 
ship,  and  highly  respected,  not  only  for  his  moral 
worth  of  character,  but  as  having  given  an  impe¬ 
tus  to  the  business  interests  of  this  agricultural  dis¬ 
trict.  Ilis  homestead  is  a  model  one,  and  a  fine 
example  for  the  young  men  of  that  section  who 
have  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  farm  and  home¬ 
stead. 

Warren  II.  Pearsall  was  born  in  La  Porte  County, 
Ind.,  Dec.  17,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sallie  (Washburne)  Pearsall,  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  father  was  born  in  1807,  and 
with  his  wife  removed  to  La  Porte  County,  Ind., 
where  he  died  in  1851.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character,  and  in  politics  a  conscientious 
Democrat.  He  was  not  connected  with  any  church 
organization,  but  had  been  reared  in  Methodist 
doctrines.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother  is  still  liv¬ 
ing.  She  was  born  March  7,  1817,  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Sallie  (Jefferson)  Washburne,  natives  of  Canada 
and  Vermont,  respectively.  Her  father  died  in 
1840,  in  Michigan,  three  years  after  its  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  State.  The  mother  survived 
him  a  good  many  years,  her  life  terminating  in 

Indiana  in  1857  or  1858.  The  parental  household 

n 

included  ten  children:  Andrew,  Diana,  Rosanna, 
Asenath,  Benjamin,  Harriet,  Sallie,  Josephine,  Si¬ 
mon  and  Henrietta.  Six  of  the  family  are  now 
living.  Our  subject’s  mother  removed  from  New 
Jersey  to  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  in  Erie  County 
for  eight  years  before  her  marriage  to  Mr.  John 
Pearsall,  which  took  place  Feb.  1,  1835,  in  Cold- 


water,  Mich.  Seven  children  blest  their  union — 
Theodore  II.,  Henry  P.,  Henrietta  C.,  Sarah  A., 
Warren  II.,  John  H.  and  Phebe  E. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  the  fifth  child 
of  his  parents.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  attained  to  mature  years,  receiving  a 
fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  careful 
home  training  from  excellent  parents.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Delilah  Jordan,  Sept.  9,  1874. 
Mrs.  Pearsall  is  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  Dec.  3,  1851. 
Her  parents  were  Richard  and  Sallie  (Dcvol)  Jor¬ 
dan,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  was  born 
June  25,  1818,  and  the  mother  July  4,  1810.  They 
are  still  living,  and  reside  in  Spring  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  Of  the  eight  children  of  whom  they  became 
the  parents,  seven  are  still  living:  Benjamin  F. 
is  the  eldest;  Mary  A.  married  George  Carpen¬ 
ter,  and  they  are  living  in  Crawford  County,  Iowa; 
Joseph  became  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and 
died  while  in  the  service  of  his  country;  Nancy 
became  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Carpenter;  Lewis  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Martha  Boice;  Delilah  is  Mrs.  Pearsall; 
Hannah  became  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Washburne,  and 
Julia  is  unmarried  and  living  with  her  parents.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Pearsall  is  an  earnest  and  active 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Besides  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  farm  and  gen¬ 
eral  agriculture,  Mr.  Pearsall  is  carrying  on  a  dairy 
with  a  herd  of  twenty  cows,  disposing  of  the  milk 
to  the  creamery  at  Walker,  two  miles  from  his 
farm.  The  household  includes  two  children — Oran 
IT.,  born  May  5,  1875,  and  Grade,  born  Nov.  25, 
1876.  Politically^  Mr.  Pearsall  supports  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  uniformly  casts 
his  vote  in  favor  of  that  ticket. 


A  PRY  TREAT.  Among  the  goodly  land- 
owners  and  respected  citizens  of  Marion 
Township,  as  well  as  successful  and  prosper-  f 
ous  farmers,  and  a  gentleman  who  has  succeeded  in 
life  through  his  own  efforts  and  not  as  the  recipient 
of  any  legacy,  is  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice, 
who  resides  on  section  9.  The  parents  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Oliver  J.  and  Mary  A.  (Green)  Treat,  were 
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:  natives  of  York  State.  They  were  married  and 
x  :  settled  in  Monroe  Count}",  that  State,  whence  they 
j  -  removed  to  Orleans  County,  same  State,  and  there 
i  -  the  mother  died,  her  demise  occurring  in  1857.  He 
:  survives,  and  is  living  in  Albion,  N.  Y.  They  had 
-  a  family  of  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
Jjj  ters.  Charles  Treat,  the  father  of  Oliver  J.  Treat, 

} ;  6  was  born  in  Connecticut.  lie  was  a  soldier  of  the 


Ye 

ki  Revolution.  Though  a  youth  when  the  war  broke 
out  he  went  as  a  drummer  boy,  then  entered  the 
i  :  ranks  as  a  soldier,  and  passed  through  the  grades  to 
v  e  the  rank  of  Major,  which  commission  he  held  at  the 
E  close  of  the  war.  A  generous  Government  rewarded 
his  services  by  giving  him  an  annuity  of  $300  per 
year.  One  of  his  sons,  Charles,  Jr.,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  under  Gen.  Scott,  operating  on 
the  Canadian  line. 

Garry  Treat  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  chil¬ 
dren,  and  was  born  near  Brockport,  Monroe  Co., 
N.  l.,Dec.  17,  1831.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  common  sehools,  and  remained  on  the  old 
3  parental  homestead  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
}:~  He  then  served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years, 
learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  followed  the  same 
E  f°r  a  living  until  June,  1852,  when,  going  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  he  continued  to  labor  at  his  trade  until 
1853.  In  the  spring  of  the  latter  year  he  returned 
to  Tork  State,  and  was  occupied  in  carrying  on  his 
father’s  farm  one  season.  He  then  returned  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  finding  work  scarce  he  went 
i ; E  1°  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and  there  labored  at  car- 
1  ;  penter  work  for  about  six  months.  We  next  hear  of 
i  a  Hina  in  Bureau  County,  Ill.,  as  an  employe  of  the 
1  s  Central  Military  Tract  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the 
jjj  C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.,  building  bridges,  at  which  he 
i  E  worked  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  In  the  mean- 
i  E  time  he  made  a  trip  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of 
|  e  1854,  and  took  up  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
i  e  Spring  Grove  Township. 

i  E  County  he  continued  work  for  the  C.  M.  T.  R.  R 

i 
i 


until  the  fall  of  1855,  and  then  went  back  to  New 
E  York. 

j  E  In  the  spring  of  185G  our  subject  came  to  this 
i  e  county,  with  a  determination  of  making  it  his  per- 
manent  home,  and  for  five  years  made  his  residence 
i  a  at  Marion.  During  this  time  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  together  with  that  of  contracting  and  build- 
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ing.  In  the  fall  of  18G1  he  settled  on  section  9,  ^ 
Marion  Township,  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  has 
there  lived  until  the  present  time,  engaged  the 
while  in  active  labor  at  his  Avocation.  lie  lias  a  fine 
farm  of  300  acres  of  valuable  land,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  his  labors. 

Mr.  Treat  was  first  married  at  Eagle  Harbor,  Or¬ 
leans  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1856,  to  Miss  Chris¬ 
tine  M  iltse,  a  native  of  York  State.  She  died  in 
Marion,  Iowa,  Dec.  9,  1858,  without  issue.  Our 
subject  was  again  married,  in  October,  1861,  to 
Mrs.  Delia  J.  Basset,  nee  Lathrop,  daughter  of 
Augustus  and  Susan  (Ellis)  Lathrop,  and  widow  of 
James  Bassett.  She  was  born  in  Ripley  County, 
Ind.,  in  July,  1832,  and  had  by  her  first  marriage 
one  child,  W  illiam  E.,  who  is  now  deceased.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  one  child,  Mary  A.,  has 
been  born.  She  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Esgate,  and  is 
living  in  Marion.  William  Grant  Lakey,  an  inmate 
of  Mr.  Treat’s  home  since  he  was  five  years  of  age, 
is  a  student  at  Cornell  College,  Mt,  Vernon.  Mr. 
Treat  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  has  voted 
the  Republican  ticket  ever  since  there  was  one  to 
vote. 

A  view  of  the  fine  farm  and  surroundings  of  Mr. 

.  Treat  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

/Nyl  RS.  MARGARET  SWAN,  widow  of  Asa 
V  Swan,  is  the  possessor  of  a  comfortable 
A  homestead,  located  in  Jackson  Township 
on  section  21.  She  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Nov.  22,  1818.' 
Her  father,  John  Serry,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  removed  to  Ohio  in  early  manhood.  He  made 
his  first  location  in  Clermont  County,  and  was  there 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  McCarty,  who  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  year  of  his  daughter’s 
birth,  Mr.  S.  removed  from  the  State  of  Ohio  and 
settled  in  Indiana,  in  Shelby  County,  being  among 
the  early  pioneers.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  timber 
land,  its  only  indication  of  previous  settlement  be¬ 
ing  a  log  cabin.  Into  this  he  removed  his  family, 
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and  commenced  to  clear  .a  space  around  it.  1 1  is 
task  seemed  an  Herculean  one,  but  he  persevered 
amid  every  discouragement,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  had  built  up  a  home  out  of  that  which  had 
formerly  been  a  wilderness. 

Mrs.  Swan  was  the  only  daughter,  and  lived  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage,  in  1837,  to  John 
Kratzer.  lie  was  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  remained  for  a  time  after  their  mar¬ 
riage,  and  six  years  later  emigrated  to  Illinois  and 
settled  in  Stephenson  County,  being  among  the 
early  settlers  in  that  region.  Mr.  K.  pre-empted 
Government  land  fifteen  miles  from  Freeport,  which 
he  occupied  until  1852,  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
Linn  County.  They  made  the  journey  with  oxen 
and  horses,  and  their  household  goods  were  loaded 
into  two  wagons  for  transportation.  They  crossed 
the  river  at  Dubuque  by  torchlight,  and  coming 
into  Iowa,  proceeded  to  Linn  County,  purchasing 
land  on  section  21  of  what  was  then  township  96, 
and  which  is  now  Jackson  Township.  There  was  a 
log  house  on  the  place,  and  thirty  acres  had  been 
broken.  It  was  still  unfenced,  and  there  were  but 
a  few  families  in  the  township  at  that  time.  The 
nearest  markets  were  Dubuque  and  Muscatine,  to 
which  the  farm  produce  was  transported  tediously 
by  wagons.  Mr.  K.  met  his  death  by  accident  in 
the  year  1854. 

The  second  marriage  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  occurred  in  1856,  when  she  was  united  with 
Mr.  Asa  Swan,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  who 
came  to  Linn  County  with  his  parents  as  early  as 
1850.  The  Rebellion  subsequently  followed  upon 
this,  and  he  became  a  soldier  in  1862,  enlisting  in 
Co.  K,  29th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served  until  near 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  then  was  discharged  on  ac¬ 
count  of  disability,  living  only  two  weeks  after  his 
arrival  home. 

By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Swan  became  the 
other  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living: 
Matilda  married  William  Cruikshank,  and  lives  in 
Jackson  Township;  Julia  A.  married  Wallace 
Mills,  and  they  also  live  in  Jackson  Township; 
Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Winn,  and  their  home 
is  in  Clay  County,  Iowa.  By  her  second  marriage 
there  were  two  children:  Ellis  A.,  who  married 
Miss  Gracie  Reed,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 


and  George  S,  who  married  Miss  Bertha  Reed,  and 
lives  in  Jackson  Township.  Mrs.  Swan  has  eight 
grandchildren. 

Mrs.  S.  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  is  a  lady  highly  respected  for  her 
kindness  of  heart  and  her  intelligent  mind.  She  is 
entitled  to  be  classed  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
Ilawkcye  State,  and  with  them,  receives  the  honors 
due  to  those  who  assisted  to  make  a  path  in  the 
wilderness  for  the  march  of  civilization. 
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^fjOHN  QUINCY  DENNY,  whose  history  here 
briefly  detailed,  assists  in  the  embellishment  s 
of  this  volume,  is  an  honored  resident  of 
Maine  Township,  and  a  valued  member  of 
the  community.  lie  traveled  some  distance  in  his 
early  manhood  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  per¬ 
manent  location  for  a  home,  having  been  a  native 
of  Wilkes  County,  N.  C.,  where  he  was  born  March 
10, 1826.  His  parents  were  Jehu  and  Sarah  (Wales) 
Denny,  also  natives  of  that  State,  where  they  were 
married  and  settled  for  a  time,  and  then  removed 
to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  1826.  They  remained 
for  a  few  years  at  this  point,  removed  to  Henry 
County,  and  subsequently  to  Hancock  County  in 
the  same  State,  remaining  in  the  latter  county  un¬ 
til  1854,  when  they  emigrated  to  the  Hawkeye 
State.  Going  into  Linn  County,  they  purchased  a 
farm  in  Maine  Township,  remained  there  for  a 
time,  and  finally  removed  to  Clarke  County,  this 
State,  where  the  life  of  the  father  terminated. 
The  mother  afterward  returned  to  Indiana,  and  her 
decease  occurred  there  in  Hancock  County.  They 
were  the  parents  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Mary  M.,  Margaret  E.,  John  Q.,  Jesse  W., 
Dorcas  A.,  Sarah  J.,  Samuel  M. ;  Mary  M.  and  Dor¬ 
cas  A.  are  deceased. 

John  Q.  Denny  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  after  he  had  reached  his  majority.  He  then 
married  and  established  a  temporary  home  on  a 
rented  farm  in  Hamilton  County,  Ind.  He  re¬ 
mained  there  until  the  fall  of  1852,  when  he  came 
to  Linn  County  with  his  wife  and  three  children, 
and  settled  on  section  24,  in  Maine  Township. 
When  he  first  came  to  the  county,  he  entered  three 
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forty-acre  tracts,  and  built  a  cabin  on  section  24, 
living  in  the  cabin  for  seven  years,  then  erected  a 
house  on  section  19,  and  here  he  has  lived  to  the 
present  time.  This  was  over  thirty  years  ago.  He 
may  properly  be  classed  among  the  pioneers,  and 
with  them  he  has  labored  and  economized  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  building  up  a  home,  and  encouraging  the' 
march  of  civilization.  He  has  now  a  comfortable 
dwelling,  with  barns  and  other  necessary  out-build¬ 
ings  for  carrying  on  agriculture  in  a  successful 
manner,  and  is  the  owner  of  250  broad  acres  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  given  much  at¬ 
tention  to  stock-raising,  keeping  a  herd  of  over  fifty 
head  of  cattle,  and  fattens  about  thirty  head  of 
hogs  annually.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  Holsteins, 
and  is  able  to  exhibit  some  of  the  best  animals  in 
this  part  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 

John  Q.  Denny  and  Miss  Mary  J.  Leonard  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Hancock  County,  Ind.,iu  the 
year  1848.  Mrs.  Denny  was  the  daughter  of  Sol- 
J  \ a  Oman  and  Sarah  (Burns)  Leonard,  natives  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  They  removed  from  their  native  State  to 
Indiana,  and  there  their  lives  terminated  in  Han- 
L  :  cock  County.  The  household  circle  was  completed 
by  the  birth  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Denny  was  the  eldest  child.  She  was 
born  in  Virginia,  Nov.  7,  1828.  The  result  of  her 
marriage  with  our  subject  has  been  twelve  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  record  is  as 
P  follows:  Lucinda  is  the  wife  of  M.  R.  Drury,  and 
resides  with  her  husband  in  Dayton,  Ohio;  they 
have  two  children,  named  Florence  B.  and  Philo 
W.  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Page,  and  thejT 
reside  in  Maine  Township ;  Thomas  S.  married  Miss 
Luella  Hedges,  he  died  in  Waubeek,  May  14, 1881, 

!j  '  leaving  one  child  named  Thurman  R ;  Francis  M. 

1  TO  ,  ' 

married  Miss  Ella  J.  Bennett,  and  they  reside  in 
Waubeek;  George  W.  died  in  infancy  at  the  age  of 
six  months;  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Romine, 
and  resides  in  Waubeek;  they  have  one  child,  Roy 
Denny.  Cora  L.  is  a  teacher,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents;  Ada  B.  is  the  wife  of  Darius 
Hedges,  and  they  reside  in  Maine  Township;  Ella 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  Stella  when 
eleven  years  old. 

Mr.  Denny  is  a  man  of  standing  in  his  commun- 
ity,  whose  opinions  are  regarded  with  respect,  and 


whose  position  in  society  is  commensurate  with  his, 
many  worthy  and  acknowledged  qualities.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Free 
A  ill  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  inde 
pendent  and  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  tolerant  of  { t^kna 
the  opinions  of  others,  but  his  views  are  decided,^ 
and  expressed  with  the  fearlessness  of  a  man  who 
feels  he  is  right  and  is  not  afraid  to  maintain  his 
opinions  and  principles. 


IMOTIIY  MOWER,  a  highly  respected  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  senior  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Mower  <fc  Co.,  dealers  in 
creamery  and  dairy  supplies ;  they  also  handle  but¬ 
ter,  cheese,  dairy  salt,  butter-tests,  etc.  The  firm 
is  composed  of  straightforward  men,  who  are  con¬ 
ducting  the  various  departments  of  their  trade  with 
profit  and  success.  Mr.  Mower  is  a  native  of  On¬ 
tario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  March  13,  1818. 
He  is  the  son  of  Timothy  and  Eunice  (Watkins) 
Mower,  natives  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  who 
emigrated  to  Western  New  York  in  1790.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children ;  the  living  are 
Nathan  W.,  Ephraim  C.,  Arba  B.,  Timothy  and 
William  G.  In  1850  the  parents  removed  to  Wis¬ 
consin,  settling  near  Milwaukee,  where  thej7  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1852  and  1859  respectively. 

Timothy  Mower  remained  with  his  parents  at¬ 
tending  school  and  assisting  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  seventeen  years  old.  He  was  fond  of  books, 
and  at  the.  early  age  above  mentioned  began  teach¬ 
ing,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  three  years.  He 
then  went  to  Milwaukee  and  staid  one  year,  then 
went  back  to  New  York,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  then  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  engaged  in 
farming,  milling  and  merchandising  at  East  Troy, 
Walworth  County,  where  he  remained  until  1862, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  the  commission  business 
at  Milwaukee  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years.  Mr. 
Mower  came  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  1880,  and 
located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  establishing  his  present 
business  at  No.  67  First  avenue.  The  firm  gives 
employment  to  four  men,  and  operates  over  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  of  territory  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Mower  was  married,  in  1842,  to  Miss  Esther 
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Bingaman,  a  native  of  Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Of  this  union  there  are  four  children,  as  follows: 
Caroline  .1.  is  now  Mrs.  Cannon,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.; 
Ellen  C.  married  F.  W.  Howard  of  Cedar  Rapids; 
Edward  B.  married  Miss  Mollie  Christie;  Mary  E. 
is  unmarried  and  at  home.  Mr.  Mower  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics,  and  has  held  various  offices  in 
counties  where  he  has  lived.  lie  and  his  wife  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Mr.  M.  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity.  They  occupy  a  handsome  residence  at  No.  395 
Third  avenue,  and  are  among  the  most  prominent 
“  and  highly  respected  residents  of  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

- «=*- 
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S.  ALEXANDER,  lumber  merchant  at  Mar¬ 
ion,  is  the  oldest  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy 
Alexander,  who  were  born  in  County  Ty¬ 
rone,  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 


States  in  the  spring  of  1840.  The  summer  of  that 


same  year  they  located  near  Mt.  Vernon,  this  State. 
Of  their  union  four  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  The  good  wife,  kind  mother 
and  generous  neighbor  departed  this  life  April  3, 
1874,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  ten  years 
later,  her  beloved  companion  crossed  the  river  of 
death  to  meet  her  on  the  other  shore. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  notice  was 
born  near  Mt.  Vernon,  May  21,  1842.  He  lived 

with  his  father  on  the  farm,  attending  the  district 
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P  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  assisting  by  his 
labors  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family,  until  the 
winter  of  1861.  We  then  find  him  at  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege,  and  the  following  spring  he  was  tendered  a 
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jj  clerkship  in  the  Paymaster’s  Department  of  the 
United  States  Army,  which  he  accepted.  Upon 
the  call  of  our  martyred  President  for  300,000  men 
^  to  fight  in  defense  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union, 
>ur  subject  resigned  his  clerkship  and  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Co.  A,  31st  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  the  date  of 
his  enlistment  being  Aug.  6,  1862,  and  the  time 
for  which  he  enlisted  three  years,  or  during  the 
war.  He  was  appointed  Sergeant-Major  of  the 
[regiment  Nov.  22,  1862.  March  19,  1863,  Mr. 
Alexander  was  promoted  Second  Lieutenant  of  his 
■company,  and  on  the  29th  of  July,  1864,  he  was 
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promoted  to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company.  He 
served  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and  par¬ 
ticipated  in  all  the  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged,  from  that  of  Arkansas  Post  until  the 
surrender  of  Johnston.  He  was  discharged  from 
the  service  June  27,  1865. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Alexander  returned 
to  his  home  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  worked  on  the 
farm  until  the  fall  of  1866,  when  he  came  to  Mar¬ 
ion,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in  which 
he  has  continued  until  the  present  time,  meeting 
with  more  than  ordinary  success.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  C.  Giffin,  Jan.  27,  1875.  They  have 
four  children — Jay  G.,  born  Nov.  1,  1875;  J.  S., 
Jr.,  March  28,  1877;  Mary  A.,  Dec.  16,  1878,  and 
Clara  Louisa,  Jan.  21,  1882. 

In  1880  Mr.  Alexander  became  a  Director  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Marion,  and  on  the 
13th  day  of  January,  1885,  upon  a  re-organization 
of  the  bank,  he  was  elected  its  Vice  President. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
denomination  the  family  on  both  sides,  for  many 
years  back,  have  been  connected. 
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4]  Y RU S  FISHER,  M.  D.,  a  resident  of  Central 
City,  and  proprietor  of  the  City  Drug-Store, 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  Hawkeye 
State,  and  attained  to  his  present  position  solely  b}r 
his  own  diligence  and  perseverance.  When  only  a 
youth  of  eighteen  he  commenced  his  battle  with 
life,  and  struggle  with  the  world.  His  father  hav- 
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ine  given  him  his  time,  he  went  out  from  under  the 


parental  roof  with  nothing  but  his  hands  and  his 
resolution.  He  sought  employment  and  accepted 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  He  had  partially 
marked  out  the  plan  of  his  future  operations  and 
determined  to  study  medicine.  He  received  his 
first  instructions  from  his  grandfather,  who  was  a 
physician  of  Mahaska  County,  and  was  a  pioneer 
in  his  profession  there.  Young  Cyrus  saved  money 
enough  to  take  his  first  course  of  lectures  in  the 
winter  of  1875-76,  and  was  then  engaged  in  a  drug¬ 
store  for  two  years,  for  which  work  he  never  re- 
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ceived  his  paj^,  bat  by  the  help  of  his  friend,  Mr. 
Cruikshank,  who  advanced  him  money,  he  took  a 
second  course  of  lectures  and  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  and  came  out  $500  in  debt.  This  was  a  dis¬ 
couraging  beginning  for  a  young  man  not  yet  es¬ 
tablished  in  practice,  but  he  could  not  stop  and  he 
could  not  turn  back,  the  only  way  was  to  go  ahead, 
and  this  he  was  determined  to  do,  or  die  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  The  result  of  that  decision  is  now  appar¬ 
ent.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a  drug-store  and  of 
the  City  Hotel. 

Cyrus  Fisher  was  born  in  Mahaska  County,  Iowa, 
Oct.  2,  1854.  His  father,  Ellwood  Fisher,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Columbiana  County.  His 
grandfather,  Amasa  Fisher,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  a  practicing  physician  in  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  before  coming  into  Iowa.  As  above  stated, 
he  was  an  early  settler  here,  and  became  eminent  in 
his  profession.  He  was  one  of  five  sons,  and  three 
of  his  brothers  were  physicians.  His  son,  Ellwood, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  desired  to  enter  upon  the 
same  profession,  but  was  prevented  on  account  of 
failing  health.  The  grandfather  departed  this  life 
in  Mahaska  County  in  1882.  The  father  of  our 
subject  still  survives,  and.  resides  near  What  Cheer 
in  Mahaska  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing,  his  land  now  being  under  the  management  of 
his  son.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Matilda  N.  Kannel,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Kannel,  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  descended  from  Scotch  ancestry, 
and  after  the  close  of  his  military  career  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  was  a  pioneer  of  Columbiana  County, 
where  he  cleared  three  farms  and  where  he  lived 
until  his  death.  At  the  age  of  ninety-five  years  he 
received'fatal  injuries  by  being  thrown  from  a  car¬ 
riage. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents.  In  early  life  lie  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  in  the  winter,  and  herded 
sheep  in  the  summer  season.  When  he  left  home  he 
engaged  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker,  at 
which  he  continued  for  two  or  three  years,  but  in 
the  meantime  never  lost  sight  of  his  original  inten¬ 
tion  to  pursue  the  study  of  medicine.  He  pored 
over  his  books  all  the  leisure  time  he  could  secure, 


and  in  due  time  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  from  which  he  graduated 
and  received  his  diploma  in  1880.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  already  located  at  Central  City,  selecting 
this  point  as  the  scene  of  his  future  operations. 
While  pursuing  his  studies  he  also  clerked  in  a  i 
drug-store ;  in  fact  a  great  portion  of  his  time  has  i 
been  taken  up  as  a  drug  clerk.  He  purchased  his 
drug-store  in  1886. 

Cyrus  Fisher,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Georgia  A.  Out¬ 
ing  were  married  Nov.  9,  1876.  Mrs.  F.  is  a  native 
of  Linn  County,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Outing.  This  union  has  been  blest  b}r  the 
birth  of  two  children — Leo  Z.  and  Edna  L.  Polit¬ 
ically  Dr.  Fisher  is  an  independent  Republican. 
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GEORG E  c.  PERKINS,  a  goodly  number 
of  the  pioneers  of  Linn  County  are  j-et  liv¬ 
ing  within  her  boundaries,  and  although 
they  are  passing  the  sunset  of  life,  they  are  content 
to  have  lived  long  enough  to  witness  the  broad 
uncultivated  prairies  “  bloom  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.”  Among  the  number  is  Mr.  Perkins  of  this 
notice,  who  has  almost  reached  his  threescore  and 
ten  years,  and  is  living  on  his  fine  farm  on  section 
25,  Buffalo  Township,  retired  from  active  labor, 
and  enjoying  the  accumulation  of  an  honorable 
past.  Mr.  Perkins  is  one  of  the  children  of  Jacob 
and  Dolly  (Lancaster)  Perkins,  natives  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Their  marriage  took  place  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  both  departed  this  life  in  Plymouth, 
that  State.  Six  of  their  children  lived  to  attain 
the  age  of  man  and  womanhood.  Their  names  are 
Otho  W.,  Ephraim  S.,  Thursa,  Candis  C.,  George 
C.  and  Sarah  S. 

George  C.  Perkins  was  born  Nov.  11,  1816,  at 
Hebron,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H.  His  life  was  passed 
within  the  boundaries  of  his  native  State  until 
twenty-two  years  of  his  life  were  gone,  mostly  on  a 
farm,  and  then,  turning  his  face  westward,  he 
terminated  his  journey  in  Kane  County,  Ill.  There 
he  remained  for  only  about  five  months,  and  then 
came  on  to  this  State  and  county.  Arriving  here, 
he  laid  claim  for  about  a  quarter  section  of  laud 
on  section  25,  Buffalo  Township.  He  then  en- 
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gaged  as  an  employe  in  a  saw  and  grist  mill  at 
Anamosa,  and  was  thus  employed  for  about  five 
years.  In  1846  he  settled  on  his  land,  and  has 
since  lived  there,  engaged  in  the  general  routine  of 
a  farmer’s  life  until  the  present  time.  He  has 
erected  a  good  set  of  buildings  on  his  place,  made 
other  improvements,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the 
proprietor  of  320  acres,  fort}-  of  which  ax-e  timber 
land.  His  success  in  life  he  attributes  as  much  to 
the  active  co-operation  of  his  good  helpmeet  as  he 
does  to  his  own  labors  and  good  judgment.  In 
fact  they  have  toiled  and  labored  hand  in  hand 
and  heart  to  heart  for  these  many  years,  and  now 
in  the  decline  of  life  they  are  enabled  to  live  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  competency  earned  through 
their  united  labors. 

Mr.  Perkins  was  married  in  Jones  County,  Iowa, 
March  29,  1847,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Asahel  and  Mary  (Spear)  Edgington,  natives  of 
Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  this  State  about 
1844.  On  coming  here  they  located  in  Jones 
County,  where  the  mother  died  Aug.  29,  1846. 
He  survived  her  until  Aug.  27,  1872,  when  he 
passed  to  meet  her  in  the  home  beyond.  They 
had  two  children — George  W.  and  Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth  was  born  in  Ohio,  July  10,  1825,  and  of 
her  union  with  our  subject  eight  children  have 
been  born — Mary  E.,  Emily  J.,  Anna  M.,  Charles 
C.,  Lydia  A.,  George  A.,  Elizabeth  S,,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Levi 
Strite,  and  the}r  are  living  in  Brown  Township; 
Emily  married  Adelbert  C.  Feet,  and  they  reside 
at  Anamosa;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Bilk,  and 
they  are  also  residents  of  Anamosa:  Charles  C. 
married  Olive  Coleman,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Buffalo 
Township;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  James  J.  Richards, 
also  a  farmer  of  the  last  named  township ;  George 
A.  died  Dec.  18,  1860;  Elizabeth  is  living  at  home. 

Our  subject  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Township  Assessor  and 
other  offices  of  minor  import.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he 
is  a  Republican.  He  has  passed  through  all  the 
,  trials  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  country, 
and  in  the  winter  of  1843,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
a  terribly  cold  one,  he  taught  school  near  where 
Viola  now  stands,  in  the  house  owned  by  the  father 
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of  E.  M.  Crow.  The  winter  was  so  cold  that  nearly 
all  the  scholars  wore  buckskin  pants,  and  the 
school  was  known  as  the  Buckskin  School. 


ffiOHN  R.  WETHERELL,  a  retired  merchant 
of  Lisbon,  comes  from  a  section  of  country 
which  produced  many  admirable  and  substan¬ 
tial  characters,  having  been  born  in  Canaan, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  March  3,  1823.  His  father, 
Howell  Wetherell,  was  a  native  of  Roxbury,  Mass., 
and  his  grandfather,  Abijah  Wetherell,  was  from  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  par¬ 
ents  came  to  America  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  settled 
first  at  Roxbury,  and  subsequently  at  Canaan.  He 
was  an  iron  worker,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his 
life  in  Canaan,  dying  there  in  about  1830.  The 
paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  a  Basset, 
and  also  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Howell  Wetherell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  re¬ 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  and  worked  with 
his  father  for  several  years,  and  then  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  carried  on  in  con¬ 
nection  with  farming  in  Canaan  until  1856.  Then, 
hoping  to  better  his  financial  condition,  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  seek  the  Western  country,  which  was  then 
holding  out  great  inducements  to  the  industrious 
and  enterprising  emigrant.  He  accordingly  crossed 
the  Father  of  Waters,  came  into  the  Hawkeye 
State,  and  purchased  a  farm  near  Lisbon,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  his  early  manhood,  with  Miss  Abi¬ 
gail  Rockwell,  also  a  native  of  Canaan,  Conn.,  born 
March  9,  1802,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail 
(Tobey)  Rockwell.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  and  gave  them  all  the  advantages 
their  circumstances  could  afford,  instilling  into 
their  lives  while  young  those  noble  traits  which 
serve  as  a  foundation  for  future  usefulness. 

John  R,  Wetherell  was  the  third  child  of  the 
family.  He  commenced  teaching  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  at  Hicksville,  L.  I.,  and  was 
thus  occupied  for  two  jmars,  then,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  returned  home  and  spent  one  sum¬ 
mer.  He  then  attended  the  Seminary  at  Wilber- 
force,  Mass.,  and  after  taking  a  three  years’  course, 
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resumed  teaching.  His  labors  were  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  in  Canaan 
and  in  Hartford  County,  Conn.  He  finally  located 
in  Canaan,  and  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  and 
builder  for  eight  years,  then  set  his  face  westward 
and  came  into  Iowa,  making  his  first  location  at 
Lisbon.  He  here  engaged  in  contracting  and  build¬ 
ing  for  fifteen  years,  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
alternated  between  teaching  and  building  until 
1884,  when  he  retired  from  active  business. 

John  R.  Wetherell  and  Miss  Matilda  Butler  were 
united  in  marriage  Aug.  24,  1848.  Mrs.  W.  is  a 
native  of  Norfolk,  Conn.  Of  this  union  there  were 
a  son  and  daughter  born :  Eva  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  McClelland,  of  Lisbon ;  Edward  is  also  a 
resident  of  this  town.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  35th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf., 
and  participated  in  many  engagements.  He  was 
at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  the  battles 
of  Champion  Hills  and  Holly  Springs.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Hospital  Steward,  and  served  in  that  capac¬ 
ity  a  great  part  of  the  time.  He  returned  home 
safety  at  the  close  of  the  war,  having  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  He  is  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen,  and  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  164, 1.  O.  O.  F. 

•5 - - * 

C.  SMITH.  The  subject  of  the  following 
sketch  is  a  promising  young  farmer  and 
breeder  of  fine  horses,  residing  on  a  beauti¬ 
ful  farm  of  160  acres  on  section  14,  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township.  His  specialty  is  the  Norman  breed 
of  horses,  the  prize  animal  being  “Young  Barney,” 
a  registered  animal,  and  “Young  Rob  Roy,”  three- 
fourths  Clydesdale  and  one-fourth  Morgan ;  they  are 
fine  representatives  of  their  respective  breeds.  Mr. 
Smith  turned  his  attention  more  closely  to  this 
business  in  1884.  He  takes  genuine  pride  in  his 
occupation,  and  expects  in  due  time  to  be  able  to 
exhibit  some  of  the  best  animals  in  the  HawkejTe 
State. 

Mr.  J  C.  Smith  was  born  in  College  Township, 
Linn  County,  June  13,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
Smith,  whose  biography  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  His  early  life  was  spent  as  a  farmer’s  boy, 
and  his  education,  begun  in  the  common  school, 


was  completed  at  'Western  College.  Soon  after  be- 
coming  of  age  he  selected  for  a  life  partner  Miss  Ella 
Phillipson,  and  they  were  married  March  10,  1879,' 
at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  parents  in  College 
Township.  She  was  born  in  the  same  township  Jan.  hssh 
2,  1857,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  remain¬ 
ing  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  The  little 
household  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  four 
children — Lillie,  Eva,  Amelia,  and  an  infant  un¬ 
named.  |p| 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Association,  and  politically  is  a  conscientious 
Democrat.  He  has  been  remarkably  successful  as  a 
farmer  and  breeder  of  fine  stock,  and  in  due  time 
will  make  a  bright  mark  in  the  community  of  which 
he  is  a  member.  His  energy  and  enterprise  have 
already  been  productive  of  the  best  results,  and  a 
natural  and  inherited  quality  of  perseverance  in¬ 
sures  for  him  unlimited  success  in  the  future. 


ON.  WILLIAM  G.  THOMPSON,  attorney 
at  law  at  Marion,  a  resident  of  Linn 
County  for  more  than  thirty-three  years, 
and  one  of  her  most  prominent  and  worthy 
citizens,  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  17, 
1830.  His  parents,  William  H.  and  Jane  (McCand- 
less)  Thompson,  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  born,  reared  and  died  in  Butler  County. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his  early  life  on 
a  farm,  receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county.  When  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age  he  became  a  student  of  Wither¬ 
spoon  Institute,  at  Butler,  Pa.,  where  he  took  a  two 
3’ears’  course  of  instruction.  He  then  entered  the 
law  office  of  William  Timblin,  Esq.,  of  Butler,  Pa., 
where  he  pursued  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  bar  Oct.  15,  1853.  On  examination  be¬ 
fore  the  Hon.  Daniel  Agnew,  then  Presiding  Judge 
and  later  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsjd vania,  he  at  once 
emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa,  reaching 
Marion  in  the  fall  of  1853.  He  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  this  place,  and  has 
continued  to  make  this  city  his  home  and  business 
place  continuously  since.  He  was  elected  Prose- 
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outing  Attorney  for  Linn  County  the  following 
year,  and  later  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate  for 
four  years.  He  was  commissioned  Major  of  the 
20th  Iowa  Infantry  in  1862. 

At  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  Dec.  7, 
1862,  Mr.  Thompson  was  severely  wounded  by  a 
gunshot  in  the  groin.  Forty  days  later  he  was  in 
the  saddle  at  the  head  of  his  regiment;  his  Colonel 
was  a  regular  army  officer,  and  was  detailed  to 
some  special  command  soon  after  the  regiment 
reached  the  front.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  was 
captured  in  one  of  the  first  engagements  in  which 
the  regiment  took  part,  and  was  held  a  prisoner  for 
a  long  time;  the  command  of  the  regiment  thus  de¬ 
volved  upon  the  Major  for  upward  of  two  years, 
without  affording  him  an  opportunity  for  promo¬ 
tion.  He  was  in  command  at  Arkansas  Post,  Tex., 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  service  until  the  fall  of 
1864,  when  he  retired  from  the  army.  Maj. Thomp¬ 
son  proved  a  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  and  won 
the  kindly  regard  and  confidence  of  his  men  and 
the  respect  of  his  fellow  officers.  On  returning 
from  the  war  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Marion.  Taking  a  warm  interest  in  pol¬ 
itics,  he  was  frequently  solicited  to  stump  the  State 
in  the  interest  of  his  party,  and  performed  good 
service  in  that  direction. 

Hon.  William  G.  Thompson  was  chosen  Presi¬ 
dential  Elector  at  large  on  the  Republican  ticket  of 
1864,  and  cast  his  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
President.  He  was  elected  District  Attorney  for 
the  8th  Judicial  District  of  Iowa,  and  served  thus 
seven  }years.  Jan.  13, 1879,  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Justice  of  Idaho,  but  resigned  in  April  of  the  same 
year.  He  was  subsequently  elected  to  the  46th 
Congress  as  a  Republican,  and  re-elected  to  the 
47th;  at  the  latter  election  he  received  20,01  G  to 
11,315  for  Austin,  Democrat,  and  2,114  for  Palm¬ 
er,  Greenbacker.  He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Iowa  Legislature,  having  been 
elected  to  that  body  in  the  fall  of  1885. 

The  marriage  of  Hon.  William  G.  Thompson  and 
Miss  Harriet  J.  Parsons  was  celebrated  at  Marion, 
Iowa,  June  1 2, 1 856.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Chester  and  Phebe  Parsons.  She  was  born 
at  Elbridge,  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  To  their  union 
have  been  born  two  sons,  of  whom  only  the  elder 
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one,  John  M.,  is  living;  he  was  born  May  24, 1875.  B{  [f 
William  Chester  was  born  March  12,  1877,  and  died  a 
August  12  following. 

Mrs.  Thompson  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  a 
Church.  Major  T.  is  a  Knight  Templar,  a  Mason  a 
and  an  Odd  Fellow.  His  record,  both  as  a  student,  a 
soldier  and  citizen,  has  been  one  of  which  he  may  Ejj 
well  feel  proud.  He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  3 
character,  possesses  liberal  ideas,  and  in  all  his  f 
transactions,  both  socially  and  professionally,  has  5 
uniformly  commanded  respect  and  esteem.  Should  5 
his  life  continue,  he  will  build  upon  the  honorable 
record  of  the  past  a  still  brighter  career  for  the  « 
future.  Such  men  are  always  needed  upon  the  B 
world’s  stage  for  the  direction  and  encouragement  : 
of  lesser  minds,  and  to  add  luster  to  the  fame  of  a  - 
country  already  made  great  by  such  as  he,  and  g 
those  who  have  passed  forever  to  the  silent  land. 


Among  the  prom- 
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RANK  KONIGSMARK. 
ising  young  farmers  of  College  Township 
the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  narrative  is  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  and  prominent.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  tract 
of  land,  embracing  220  acres,  lying  on  section  29, 
all  of  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
was  born  on  the  place  which  constitutes  his  present  fi 

homestead,  June  1G,  18G3.  His  father,  Antone  :  lx 
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Konigsmark,  was  a  native  of  the  Austrian  Province 
of  Bohemia,  and  was  occupied  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  in  his  native  country.  There  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Ska  la,  of  which  union  two  children 
were  born— Kate  and  Thomas.  Mrs.  Mary  Konigs¬ 
mark  died  in  her  native  land  March  1,  1853.  An¬ 
tone  Konigsmark  contracted  a  second  marriage  five 
weeks  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  with  Lidmila 
Cech,  and  of  this  union  two  children  were  born — 
Joseph  and  Frank.  After  the  birth  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  seeking  to  better  their  financial  condition,  the 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  g|J 
upon  American  shores  in  1862,  and  immediately  -  a 
proceeded  to  the  young  Hawkeye  State,  where  the}' 
located  on  that  part  of  the  section  which  now  con¬ 
stitutes  the  homestead  of  their  son,  with  whom  they 
are  yet  living. 

Frank  Konigsmark  is  the  youngest  of  his  father’s 
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Residence  of  W*.  Flemming,  Sec.  13.,  Otter  Creek  Toyvnshi  p. 
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family.  He  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
soon  after  which  the  father  and  mother  retired 
from  active  labor  and  gave  the  reins  of  the  family 
government  into  the  hands  of  their  son.  The  mar¬ 
riage  of  our  subject  occurred  at  Marion,  May  29, 
1882.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Anna 
Castek.  She  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  this 
State,  Feb.  24,  1863,  and  remained  at  home  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  with  his  wife  is  still  living  upon  their 
old  homestead.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children.  The  household  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  has  been  brightened  b}-  the  birth  of  one  child 
— Frank. 

Mr.  Konigsmark  carries  on  his  farming  opera¬ 
tions  in  a  methodical  and  systematic  manner,  and 
his  farm  is  furnished  with  all  the  appliances  for 
progressive  and  successful  agriculture.  It  is  well 
stocked  with  numbers  of  the  finer  domestic  animals, 
and  is  an  ornament  in  every  way  to  this  agricult¬ 
ural  community.  Mr.  Iv.  is  a  solid  Democrat  po¬ 
litically,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power  promotes 
the  interests  of  that  party,  which  he  believes  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  his  community  and  country. 

^>ILLIAM  FLEMING,  one  of  the  foremost 
dairymen  and  farmers  in  Otter  Creek  Town- 
xv  ship,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ind., 
March  20,  1832.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(McCrury)  Fleming,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The 
father  was  born  in  1785  and  died  in  February, 
1835,  in  Indiana;  the  mother  was  born  in  1795 
and  died  in  March,  1877.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Jennie  A.  married 
Jacob  Ferris,  and  is  now  deceased;  Betsy  H.  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  II.'  D.  Medcalf;  James  married  Miss  Ar- 
mede  Evans;  Polly  married  H.  Medcalf;  John 
married  Miss  Julia  Payne;  Nancy  became  the  wife 
of  T.  Evans;  Samuel  is  still  single;  and  William, 
our  subject. 

William  Fleming  was  the  youngest  member  of 
the  parental  family,  and  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  attending  the  common-schools.  At  about  the 
age  of  twenty  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  hired 
out  by  the  month  for  some  time.  He  came  to  Iowa 
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in  1844.  In  1853  he  took  up  a  claim  of  200  acres 
in  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  afterward  purchased 
it  from  the  Government.  Mr.  Fleming  was  united 
in  marriage  Dec.  31,  1854.  to  Anna  Eliza  Eastman. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  seven  children — Cor¬ 
win  D.,  born  Dec.  6,  1855,  married  Miss  Nancy 
Lanning.  and  lives  in  Idaho;  Attula  E.,  born  Jan. 
2,  1857,  married  James  II.  Davis  Dec.  25,  1877, 
lives  at  Paris,  this  county;  Othello  M.,  born  April 
10,  1859,  married  April  25,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary 
Gleason,  living  in  Spring  Grove  Township,  this 
county;  Willie,  born  Jan.  16.  1864,  died  in  infancy; 
Alice  Mary,  born  May  28,  1865,  married  June  5, 
1886,  to  8.  S.  Rogers,  and  also  lives  in  Idaho; 
Inez  E.,  born  Dec.  23,  1867 ;  MvrtieL.,  born  Aug. 
20,  1872.  Mrs.  Fleming  departed  this  life  Aug.  9, 
1881.  Mr.  Fleming  formed  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Shinn,  July  3,  1 882.  Of 
this  union  there  is  no  issue.  Mrs.  Anna  Eliza 
(Eastman)  Fleming  was  the  second  child  of  Mr. 
T.  R.  Eastman,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Gould)  East¬ 
man,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  moved  to  Iowa 
July  4,  1854.  They  were  parents  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  nine  girls  and  three  boys.  Mr.  Eastman  held 
the  position  of  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  Linn  County  for  several  years.  Mr.  Fleming'  is 
now  the  owner  of  216  acres.  He  has  put  into  oper¬ 
ation  a  fine  creamery.  His  dairy  consists  of  forty 
milch  cows,  some  of  them  Jerseys,  some  Short¬ 
horns,  and  other  high  grades.  He  entered  into 
this  business  in  1884.  He  has  a  very  line  house  for 
caring  for  his  cream  and  butter,  and  makes  an 
average  of  forty  pounds  of  first-class  creamery 
butter  per  day,  which  he  ships  to  the  New  York 
market.  He  has  about  ten  head  of  horses  of  the 
Bashaw,  Gold  Dust  and  Percheron  stock;  his  hogs 
are  of  the  Poland-China  breed,  while  his  sheep 
are  Cotswold  and  French  Merino.  The.  barn  is 
three  stories  in  height  with  basement,  and  cost 
$3,500.  He  can  stall  forty  head  of  stock  and 
shelter  forty  head  of  young  cattle.  His  root  cellar 
will  hold  12,000  bushels  of  roots,  150  tons  of  hay 
and  4,000  bushels  of  grain.  On  the  farm  is  a  wind¬ 
mill,  used  for  sawing  wood,  churning  butter,  grind¬ 
ing  grain  and  pumping  water.  He  has  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  scale  house  which  is  supplied  with  Fairbank 
scales.  The  house  he  now  occupies  is  a  frame  one, 
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with  the  exception  of  one  room,  which  was  the  first 
put  up  on  his  land  in  1  853,  and  is  made  ot  hewed 
logs.  It  is  a  very  complete  dwelling.  Mr.  Flem¬ 
ing  has  in  course  of  construction  a  handsome  resi¬ 
lience.  There  are  also  900  apple  trees  on  the  farm. 
Mr.  Fleming  is  a  model  farmer;  he  has  spared  no 
expense  in  the  improvement  of  his  farm,  and  it  is 
now  one  of  the  finest  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  lo  its 
improvement  and  cultivation  he  has  bent  all  his 
energies,  and  brought  to  it,  not  only  his  own  prac¬ 
tical  experience,  but  has  largely  utilized  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  others,  llis  progress  in  material  wealth 
is  an  evidence  that  he  has  made  excellent  use  of 
his  brains  in  carrying  on  his  work. 

In  politics  Mr.  Fleming  is  independent.  Though 
he  has  no  taste  for  public  office,  his  fellow-citizens 
have  honored  him  by  electing  him  for  several 
years  to  the  position  of  District  Supervisor  and 
Township  Trustee, 

Mr.  Fleming  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  was  a  building  Trustee  in  that  body.  Known 
far  and  near  for  the  excellence  of  his  judgment, 
his  unswerving  integrity  in  business  transactions, 
and  his  generous  liberality,  he  cannot  help  but 
have  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  community, 
lie  has  been  first  and  foremost  in  all  good  works, 
and  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  material  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  township  and  the  county,  besides 
contributing  largely  to  moral,  social  and  charitable 
objects. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Fleming  and  view  of  his  farm, 
residence  and  out-buildings,  appear  in  another  part 
of  this  work. 


IIOMAS  LEWIS.  Among  the  few  brave 
and  sturdy  pioneers  who  came  into  Iowa 
while  yet  it  was  a  home  of  the  red  man,  and 
its  broad,  rolling  prairies  unturned  by  the  plow,  is 
the  venerable  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Fayette  Township. 
It  was  on  the  29th  daj’  of  March,  1839,  that  he 
located  upon  section  32  of  this  township,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  lie  entered  the  first 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Fayette  Township  from 
the  Government,  it  being  the  first  quarter  section 
entered  west  of  Cedar  River  in  Linn  County,  above 
JRggSSS _  PJESSg 


the  Rapids.  He  still  holds  the  title  he  received 
from  the  Government. 

To  Levi  and  Sarah  (Carroll)  Lewis,  was  born  a 
son,  Sept.  2,  1809,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
They  were  at  the  time  living  in  Greene  County, 

Pa.,  although  both  were  natives  of  Maryland.  The 

°  .  3. 

father  of  Thomas  was  born  in  1770,  came  to  Iowa 
in  1841,  and  died  in  1853.  llis  wife  was  born  in  : 
1770,  and  died  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1840. 

To  them  were  born  a  family  of  eight  children, 
namely,  Eleanor,  who  first  married  William  John-  ;  ] 
son,  and  after  his  death,  Mr.  Renfrow;  John  mar-  : 
ried  Elizabeth  Denny ;  Elizabeth  became  the  wife 
of  H.  Dean;  Sarah  married  David  Mann;  Levi  was  E 
next,  he  married  Abigail  Bay ;  Catherine  married 
Thomas  Gainer;  Nathan  married  Catherine  Rich-  :  1 
ards;  since  her  death  he  has  again  married. 
Thomas,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order,  and  Ta-  _ 
bitha,  the  youngest,  married  Joseph  R.  Strawn. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  Oct.  3 
12,  1844.  She  was  born  Sept.  12,  1815,  in  Vir-  3 
ginia,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1854,  in  this  State,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  cemetery.  She  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Sarah,  born  in  1845,  died  in  1847;  Margaret, 
born  Jan.  30,  1847;  Levi,  Jan.  25,  1849,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  March  12,  1852.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  White,  Oct.  12,  1854.  She  was  born  in  1826, 
in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  has  borne  her  hus¬ 
band  the  following  six  children:  Nathan,  born 
March  1,  1856;  John,  March  25,  1858;  William,  jj 
Oct.  1,  1860;  Angeline,  July  22,1863;  Thomas  C.,  3 
July  14,  1865;  Mary  E.,  Dec.  23,  1867. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Lewis,  John  Lewis,  was  3 
of  Welsh  descent,  and  married  Sarah  Scarce,  by  : 
whom  he  had  nine  children.  They  were  early  set-  : 
tiers  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  John  served  : 
under  Gen.  Washington  in  defense  of  the  colonies.  : 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  family  came  from  an 
excellent  line  of  ancestry. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  one  of  those  sturdy,  self-made  men 
who  have  done  so  much  to  develop  the  great  North¬ 
west.  When  he  came  into  the  county  he  had  but 
$20  in  his  purse,  and  except  inheriting  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  enter  240  acres  of  land,  his  posses¬ 
sions,  which  are  considerable,  are  the  result  of  his 
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He  has  620  acres  of  excellent  land, 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  corn  raising  and  swine 
feeding.  He  has  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Gage 
County,  Neb.,  and  182  acres  in  Beadle  County, 
Dak.,  thus  making  his  entire  acreage  880  acres. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  and  in  his  political  affiliations  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  He  has  held  various  local  offices,  and 
for  sixteen  years  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  a  very  popular  man  in  the  community,  highly 
esteemed  and  regarded  by  every  one  who  knows 
him.  In  former  years  he  suffered  considerably 
from  sickness,  but  of  late  years  he  has  enjoyed 
fairly  good  health  for  a  man  of  his  age,  and  the 
first  settler  of  the  township. 

EREMIAH  THOMAS,  a  prominent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  came 
into  Iowa  with  his  father’s  family  in  1848, 
and  is  thus  entitled  to  be  classed  among  the 
early  pioneers.  He  has  remained  here  since  that 
time,  and  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  a  country 
which  gave  early  promise  of  great  things  to  be.  He 
has  assisted  in  its  development  and  progress,  and 
has  a  just  pride  in  contemplating  the  position  which 
the  Hawkeye  State  occupies  among  the  Territories 
of  the  West.  Mr.  Thomas  was  one  of  that  class 
who  began  life  amid  difficulties  and  with  limited 
advantages.  His  opportunities  for  education  were 
only  such  as  those  afforded  by  the  pioneer  schools, 
but  his  industry  and  perseverance  supplied  what  at 
this  later  day  the  youth  of  America  now  seemingly 
acquire  without  a  struggle.  Great  credit  is  due 
Mr.  Thomas  for  the  position  which  he  occupies 
among  the  honored  citizens  of  the  Hawkeye  State, 
and  in  his  later  days  he  majr  be  wholly  pardoned 
for  viewing  with  pride  the  result  of  what  he  has 
accomplished  by  sheer  force  of  will  and  the  ele¬ 
ments  of  character  which  nature  endowed  him 
with. 

Jeremiah  Thomas  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Ohio,  Aug.  21,  1834.  His  father,  Joseph  D.  Thom¬ 
as,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Pickaway  County,  in  1813.  His  grand¬ 
father,  also  named  Jeremiah,  was  a  pioneer  of  Pick- 
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away  County.  He  went  there  and  settled  down 
amidst  the  wilderness,  converted  a  tract  of  timber 
land  into  cultivated  fields,  lived  to  enjoy  a  rich  re¬ 
ward  of  his  labors,  and  terminated  his  life  upon  the 
spot  which  had  witnessed  his  early  labors  and  final 
triumphs. 

Joseph  D.  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and  after 
his  marriage  rented  land  in  Fayette  County,  living 
there  and  in  Pickaway  County  until  1848.  In  the 
fall  of  that  year,  with  his  wife  and  eight  children, 
he  set  his  face  westward  for  the  land  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  Their  outfit  consisted  of  a  span  of 
horses  and  a  wagon,  and  they  camped  and  cooked 
by  the  wayside,  and  after  traveling  one  month  they 
reached  Linn  County,  where  in  Franklin  Township 
they  rented  a  house,  into  which  the  family  moved. 
He  entered  land  in  Benton  County  and  rented  land 
in  Linn  County  seven  or  eight  years  before  he  was 
prepared  to  occupy  the  land,  to  which  he  afterward 
obtained  a  title.  In  due  time  he  occupied  his  own 
farm,  remaining  upon  it  until  the  fall  of  1878.  He 
then  sold  out  and  removed  to  Missouri,  locating  at 
Hopkins,  in  Nodaway  County.  While  on  the  jour¬ 
ney  he  was  taken  ill,  and  died  a  week  later.  His 
wife  had  previously  died  in  Linn  County,  in  1849. 
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Jeremiah  Thomas,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  the  second  child  of  his  parents,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  mother  went  to  live  with  Mr.  James  M. 
Burge,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  until  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  years  of  manhood.  In  1859,  in  company 
with  others,  he  started  with  ox-teams  for  an  over-  t 
land  journey  across  the  plains.  They  started  out 
May  1,  and  landed  at  Placer ville,  Cal.,  on  the 
25th  of  September.  There  were  forty  teams  and 
about  100  men  in  the  party.  Mr.  Thomas  en¬ 
tered  the  mines  and  was  occupied  in  digging  for 
gold  until  the  following  May.  He  then  went  to 
Napa  Valley  and  spent  the  summer,  then  to  the 
mines  in  Trinity,  Cal.,  continuing  there  until  1863, 
and  on  the  23d  of  July  of  that  year  set  sail  from 
San  Francisco,  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  for  New 
\  ork,  and  thence  to  Linn  County.  Here  he  spent 
the  winter  with  Mr.  Burge  in  a  hotel  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1864  lesumed  farming. 

In  the  June  following  his  return  from  California 
Mr.  Thomas  was  united 
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Frances  J.  Burge,  (laughter  of  James  M.  and  Sarah 
E.  (McRoberts)  Burge  (see  sketch  on  another  page 
of  this  volume).  After  this  important  event  he 
established  himself  upon  a  rented  farm,  and  not 
long  afterward  obtained  possession  of  the  place 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  It  was  timber 
land,  and  required  a  great  amount  of  labor  to  bring 
it  to  a  state  of  cultivation.  lie  cleared  fifty  acres, 
and  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings.  He  has 
added  to  it  by  the  subsequent  purchase  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  16,  and  now  has  a  fine  tract  of  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

Five  children  were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas:  Mary  K.,  Joseph  A.,  Nora  E., 
James  T.,  Francis  J.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother 
passed  to  her  rest  Aug.  8,  1878.  The  second  mar¬ 
riage  of  Mr.  Thomas  occurred  April  2,  1879.  He 
was  then  united  with  Mrs.  Margaret  J.  (West)  Har¬ 
mon,  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Wesley  and  Polly  A.  (McKay)  West, 
and  widow  of  S.  1).  Harmon,  by  whom  she  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  two  children — Oliver  D.  and 
George  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  earnest  and  active 
communicants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  as  worthy  members  of  society  are  endeav¬ 
oring  to  contribute  their  share  toward  the  general 
good  and  well-being  by  every  means  within  their 
power.  Their  homestead  constitutes  one  of  the  at¬ 
tractive  features  of  the  township,  and  is  the  abode 
of  peace,  plenty  and  good  order.  A  lithographic 
view  of  their  residence  is  shown  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 

B.  CARPENTER,  a  highly  respected  farm¬ 
er  of  Marion  Township,  is  occupying  a 
fine  homestead  on  section  9.  He  has  been 
a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye  State  for  over  twenty 
years,  and  from  the  time  of  coming  here  he  has 

'L 

identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  his  township 
and  county,  and  watched  its  growth  with  that 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  which  is  the  experience  of 
every  true  citizen. 

Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  in  Meredith  Township,  Delaware  County, 
Oct.  27,  1830.  His  father  was  David  P.  Carpenter, 


a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  parental  family  in 
eluded  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  only  four  of  s 
whom  are  living,  and  Mr.  Carpenter  the  only  one  s 
in  Iowa.  Ilis  early  life  was  passed  upon  the  farm,  s 
1 1  is  father  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  : 
he  then  went  to  New  York  City  and  was  engaged  3 

m  X 

as  a  clerk  for  his  brother,  who  was  in  the  grocery  S 
business.  He  was  thus  occupied  for  three  years, 
and  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Hudson  River  ; 
Railroad  Company,  continuing  with  them  two 
years.  He  was  then  engaged  in  a  large  wholesale  3 


liquor  house  as  shipping-clerk,  and  continued  there  -J 
twelve  years.  He  then  went  back  to  his  native  3  j| 
town,  spent  two  years  in  farming,  and  in  1864  l  J 
came  west,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi,  came  into  3  } 
the  Hawkeye  State.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  3 
Franklin  Township,  this  county,  upon  which  he  re-  j 
mained  several  years,  and  in  1869  came  to  Marion  : 
Township  and  purchased  the  farm  which  he  still  3  tj- 
owns  and  occupies.  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  an  J 
extensive  landed  proprietor,  owning  at  one  time  a 

I, 100  acres  in  this  township.  Much  of  this  he  3 
divided  up  among  his  sons,  but  is  still  possessor  of 
540  acres,  all  in  one  body  and  finely  cultivated. 

The  marriage  'of  W.  B.  Carpenter  and  Miss  3 
Frances  A.  Mason  took  place  March  21,  1852.  3 
Mrs.  Carpenter  was  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and  3 
Maria  (Maxwell)  Mason,  natives  of  York  State,  and  3 
was  born  Aug.  4,  1832,  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  ^ 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the  a 
mother  of  three  children:  Alfred  M.,  born  March  " 

II,  1853,  married  Alice  Simpson,  and  has  six  s 
daughters — Blanche  Lillian,  Florence  M.,  Frances  5 
A.,  Susie  Pearl,  Emile  and  Cora  Irene.  He  is  a 
farmer  and  resident  of  this  township.  Claude  C.,  3 
born  March  21,  1855,  married  Miss  Libby  Bell  and  - 
has  two  children — Belle  and  W.  B.,  Jr.;  Cora,  a 
born  Oct.  3,  1862,  married  Charles  C.  Heer,  and  is  3 
living  in  this  township ;  he  is  in  the  agricultural  3:|{ 
trade  in  Marion ;  they  have  one  child  named(Louise. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Carpenter  constitutes  one  of 
the  finest  homesteads  in  Linn  County.  He  has  a 
fine  dwelling  with  good  barns  and  out-buildings. 

His  farming  implements  and  the  facilities  for  stock- 
raising  are  of  first-class  description.  He  has  given 
much  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  his 
cattle  being  of  the  Short-horn  high  grades.  The 
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chief  of  the  herd  is  five  years  old,  and  weighs  nearly 
3,000  pounds,  and  among  the  herd  are  some  of  the 
finest  animals  to  be  seen  in  the  Hawkeye  State. 

Socially  Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity,  and  holds  membership  with  Pat- 
mos  Commandery,  No.  27,  K.  T.,  and  politically  is 
a  conscientious  Republican.  Religiously,  Mrs.  Car¬ 
penter  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  both  contribute  with  a  liberal 
hand.  He  is  in  all  points  one  of  the  best  citizens 
of  Linn  County,  and  has  materially  aided  in  the 
building  up  of  his  count}"  and  community. 
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ANIEL  LOTHIAN,  of  Marion,  Abstracter 
of  Titles  of  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  county  since  1852,  was  born 
in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  Feb.  2,  1815,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Janet  (McEwen)  Lothian. 
James  Lothian  died  in  his  native  land  when  his  son, 
our  subject,  was  an  infant,  and  in  1823  the  widowed 
mother  emigrated  to  America  with  the  child.  They 
located  first  in  Montreal,  Canada,  remaining  there 
about  ten  years,  when  Daniel  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  Vermont.  From  there  he 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  until 
1842.  He  finally  came  into  the  State  of  Iowa,  in 
1852,  locating  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  1857  was 
elected  County  Judge,  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  leading  him  into  the  town  of  Marion.  He 
occupied  this  office  until  1864,  in  the  meantime  se¬ 
lecting  this  city  as  his  home,  and  it  has  remained  so 
continuously  since  that  time. 

Assisted  by  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  Mr.  Lothian  pre¬ 
pared  a  full  set  of  abstracts  for  Linn  County.  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  associated  with  him  from  1867  to 
1873,  and  since  that  time  our  subject  has  been  in 
the  abstract  business  in  connection  with  other  im¬ 
portant  duties,  and  has  become  an  expert  in  this 
department.  He  has  also  served  two  terms  as 
Mayor  of  the  city,  and  there  is  scarcely  any  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  might  not  fill,  were  he  so  inclined, 
for  he  has  exhibited  peculiar  talents  and  thoroughly 
acquainted  himself  with  the  technicalities  of  his 
pursuit.  He  was  the  second  man  elected  Mayor  of 
the  city  of  Marion. 


The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lothian  with  Miss  Harriet 
Seabury  occurred  in  Lamoille  County,  Vt.,  his 
wife’s  birthplace,  in  May,  1837.  Four  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  only  one  of  whom  is  living. 
The  eldest  son,  Donald,  was  a  member  of  the  31st 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  of  measles  at  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Mo.,  in  January,  1863.  Harriet,  the 
eldest  child,  was  the  wife  of  James  Twogood,  of 
Marion,  and  died  July  3,  1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years;  the  only  surviving  child,  J.  Whittier, 
was  born  in  Lamoille  County,  Vt.,  in  February, 
1849;  he  married  Miss  Jeanett  Busby,  and  is  the 
partner  of  his  father  in  the  abstract  business; 
Robert,  the  youngest  son  and  child,  died-at  the  age 
of  three  years. 

Mr.  Lothian  is  one  of  Marion’s  most  respected 
citizens.  In  early  life  he  was  an  ardent  Abolition¬ 
ist,  and  in  1844  supported  Burney  for  the  Presi- 
dency.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  fall  into  line,  and 
has  voted  with  that  party  continuously  ever  since. 


Mi 

m 

In'll 


8  illl 

BIB 

Ml 


1; 


ETER  H.  H.  KEPLER,  a  highly  respected 
farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  resides  on 
section  4,  and  in  these  later  days  of  ease 
and  comfort  is  enjoying  the  reward  of 
early  industry  and  perseverance  amid  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  a  pioneer  settlement,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  in  early  life.  He  is  a  native  of  Maryland, 
born  in  Frederick  County,  May  23,  1836,  and  was 
the  second  child  of  Conrad  and  Margaret  (Linga- 
felter)  Kepler.  (See  sketch  of  parents  in  another 
part  of  this  work). 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  six  years  old 
when  he  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  and  he  still  remembers  his  early  home  in 
Maryland  and  many  of  the  incidents  connected 
with  the  overland  journey  from  his  native  State  to 
Iowa.  After  his  father  had  located  here,  Peter  at¬ 
tended  the  pioneer  schools  and  assisted  in  the  labors 
on  the  farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  twen¬ 
ty  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  farming  on  his 
own  account,  on  land  that  belonged  to  his  father. 
In  1858  he  purchased  160  acres  in  Fayette  County, 
and  eighty  in  Cerro  Gordo  county.  He  never  lo- 
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rated,  however,  on  either  of  these  tracts,  and  sold 
them  both  before  he  had  made  any  improvements. 
Three  years  later  he  purchased  fifty-eight  acres  on 
section  4,  which  he  has  since  owned  and  occupied, 
lie  has  erected  a  set  of  frame  buildings  and  placed 
all  the  land  under  cultivation.  The  homestead 
comprises  sixty-two  acres;  he  also  has  seventy-one 
acres  on  section  5,  seventy-four  acres  on  section  8, 
a  farm  of  100  acres  in  Linn  Township  on  sections 
20  and  21,  and  eighty -two  acres  on  sections  18  and 
19  of  Linn  Township.  These  farms,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  homestead,  are  occupied  and  man¬ 
aged  by  tenants. 

Mr.  Kepler  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1801  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Doty,  a  native  of  Defiance,  Ohio. 
Three  children  have  come  to  bless  their  union — 
Frank  IL,  who  is  at  home;  Hester  A.,  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Travers,  Jr.,  who  lives  in  Linn  Township, 
and  Adda  Estella,  who  remains  with  her  parents  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kepler  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  Lisbon. 
Politically  Mr.  Kepler  is  a  Republican,  and  gives 
his  conscientious  endorsement  to  the  principles  of 
that  party.  He  is  an  intelligent  citizen,  deeply  in¬ 
terested  in  educational  matters,  lias  been  connected 
u4 

with  the  School  Board  for  fourteen  years,  and  part 
of  the  time  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
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?RED  McLEOD,  an  esteemed  citizen  of 
Maine  Township,  is  doing  a  prosperous 
business  there  as  a  general  merchant,  lie 
is  a  native  of  Halifax  County,  N.  S.,  born  June 
4,  1845,  and  a  son  of  Angus  and  Lydia  (Tup- 
per)  McLeod  (see  sketch),  lie  was  but  six  years 
old  when  -liis  parents  moved  to  Massachusetts  and 
settled  in  Medford,  Middlesex  County,  where  they 
lived  until  he  was  sixteen.  In  the  meantime  he 
attended  the  public  schools  there  and  in  Chelsea. 
In  1861  the  family  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Linn  County,  near  Central  City,  where  the  father 
purchased  a  farm. 

Mr.  McLeod  made  his  home  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  1 869,  when  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store 
at  Central  City.  The  following  year  he  purchased 
the  stock  and  continued  in  trade  until  1873,  when  he 
returned  East  and  clerked  in  a  store  at  Wellesley, 

^  — 


In  1870  Mr.  McLeod  engaged  in  business  in 

O  O 


Mass. 

Central  City,  and  has  continued  in  mercantile  trade 
ever  since,  except  the  short  time  he  was  absent  in 
the  East.  He  has  had  several  partners,  but  since 
1880  has  been  in  business  with  his  brothers.  At 
that  time  they  started  the  creamery  business,  which 
is  still  continued  by  our  subject  and  Frank  McLeod, 
under  the  firm  name  of  McLeod  Bros.  The  mer¬ 
cantile  business  is  under  the  same  firm. 

Fred  McLeod  and  Miss  Margaret  A.  Huston  were 
married  Get.  31,  1874.  She  was  born  in  Indiana, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Mary  Huston. 
Of  this  union  two  children  have  been  born — Floy 
A.  and  Blanche  C.  The  father  of  our  subject,  An¬ 
gus  McLeod,  was  born  in  Halifax  County,  N.  S., 
in  1801.  His  father,  George  McLeod,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  Nova  Scotia  when 
a  young  man.  Angus  was  there  married  to  Miss 
Lydia  Tupper.  She  was  born  in  Colchester  Co.,  N. 
S.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Dunlap)  Tupper,  both  also  natives  of  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia.  After  their  marriage  they  located  in  Halifax 
County.  He  purchased  a  farm,  remaining  there, 
however,  only  a  few  years,  when  they  moved  to  the 
city  of  Halifax,  and  established  a  trade  in  provis¬ 
ions,  in  which  they  remained  engaged  until  1851. 
They  then  came  to  the  States,  locating  in  Medford, 
Mass.,  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  until 
1861.  They  then  decided  to  seek  a  home  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi,  and  accordingly  they  crossed 
the  Father  of  Waters  and  came  into  Iowa,  finally 
locating  in  Maine  Township,  this  county.  The 
father  purchased  a  farm  on  section  10,  and  engaged 
actively  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  April,  1880. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angus  McLeod  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  twelve  grew  to  be¬ 
come  men  and  women.  The  record  is  as  follows : 
The  eldest  son,  Samuel,  lives  in  Australia;  Eliza, 
Mrs.  Vickers,  lives  in  Auburndale,  Mass. ;  William, 
in  Walker,  Iowa;  John  T.,  in  Maine  Township;  Ed¬ 
dy,  in  Newton,  Iowa;  Fred,  in  Central  City  (see 
sketch);  Alfred,  in  Nebraska;  Amelia,  Mrs.  Cruik- 
shauk,  in  California;  Agnes,  Mrs.  Fuller,  in  Au¬ 
burndale,  Mass.;  Herbert,  in  Newton,  Iowa;  Frank, 
in  Central  City,  and  Carrie  R.  in  California. 

The  McLeod  family  is  an  old  one  and  highly  rc- 
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spected,  being  especially  noted  for  their  habits  of 
industry  and  strict  morality.  In  the  communities 
where  their  lot  has  been  cast  they  have  always  been 
regarded  as  most  worthy  and  desirable  members  of 
society,  fulfilling  all  their  obligations,  both  socially 
and  morally,  with  a  fidelity  born  of  the  principles 
handed  down  to  them  by  an  honored  ancestry.  Mr. 
McLeod  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

^//\\  NDREW  J.  SHEPARD,  a  representative 
citizen  of  Grant  Township,  as  well  as  one 
of  its  pioneers,  is  comfortably  situated  on 
section  1 9  of  that  township,  lie  is  a  native 
of  Illinois,  having  been  born  March  22,  1839,  at 
Byron,  Ogle  County,  near  the  beautiful  Rock  River. 
He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Eliza  E.  (Proctor) 
Shepard,  natives  of  New  York  State  and  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  respectively.  The  elder  Shepard  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1803,  and  died  in  De  Kalb  County, 
Ill.,  in  1851.  His  wife  was  born  Aug.  17,  1806, 
and  died  Feb.  5,  1874,  in  this  county.  They  were 
an  excellent  and  highly  esteemed  couple,  devoted 
members  of  the  Wesleyan  Church,  and  the  former 

Ja  Freesoiler  in  politics.  By  Mrs.  Shepard  he  became 
the  father  of  five  children,  namety:  Emily  R.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Downs,  but  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Andrew  J.,  subject  of  this  sketch;  Martin 
B.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Eliza  E.,  who 
■  also  became  the  wife  of  E.  H.  Downs,  and  lives  in 
Dakota;  David  G.  married  Miss  Clarinda  Broady, 
and  is  now  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  California. 

The  elder  Shepard  had  previously  been  married, 
and  had  become  the  father  of  two  children,  viz. : 
Belinda,  who  married  Chancy  Bryan,  and  lives  in 
Grant  Township,  and  Thankful,  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Shepard  had  also  been  previously  married,  to 
a  Mr.  Proctor;  her  maiden  name  was  Norton.  By 
her  first  union  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren:  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  M.  M.  Mack; 
Mary  A.,  now  deceased,  and  Richard  B.,  a  resident 
of  De  Kalb  County,  Ill.,  and  who  married  Miss 
Sarah  Lyon. 

Mr.  Shepard  of  this  sketch  and  Miss  Susan  Thom- 
as  united  their  fortunes  in  the  holy  bonds  of  mat¬ 
rimony,  Dec.  1, 1863.  Mrs.  Shepard  was  born  Oct. 
5,  1845,  in  Grant  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of 


Alexander  and  Marion  (Davis)  Thomas,  natives  of 
Wayne  County,  Ill.,  and  Virginia,  respectively. 
Alexander  Thomas  was  born  Nov.  20,  1820,  and 
died  in  Iowa  in  1882.  His  wife  was  born  in  1825, 
and  is  now  living  in  this  county.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  seven  children:  Susan,  Margar¬ 
et,  George,  Alexander,  Jr.,  Alice,  Horace  and 
Henry. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  parents  of  the  following- 
named  children:  Marion,  born  Sept.  5,  1869;  Anna 
E.,  Oct.  19,  1872;  Sarah,  Dec.  31,  1873;  Emma  E., 
Dec.  29,  1875;  Belinda,  April  30,  1878;  Ruth  M., 
April  28,  1880;  Ada,  Feb.  6,  1882,  and  David  A., 
Sept.  2,  1885. 

Mr.  Shepard,  during  the  trying  days  of  his  coun¬ 
try’s  need,  gladly  enlisted  in  defense  of  her  honor 
and  integrity,  and  served  two  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  Co.  B,  95th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf.,  which  he  joined 
in  1862.  He  was  at  once  transferred  to  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  department,  to  which  he  was  assigned  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  service.  He  was  at  the  battle  of 
Island  No.  10,  and  at  New  Madrid,  and  on  account 
of  failing  health  was  discharged  in  1864,  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.  He  came  immediately  to  this  State 
from  his  service  in  the  army,  and  found  a  desirable 
location  in  Grant  Township,  where  he  has  since  re¬ 
mained.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  her  leading  citi¬ 
zens,  and  has  held  all  of  the  various  offices  of  the 
township ;  in  fact,  ever  since  his  residence  here  he 
has  served  the  public  in  some  capacity. 

Mr.  Shepard  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  and  has  presided  over  lodges  which  he  has 
been  associated  with  for  several  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  Viana  Lodge,  No.  142,  at  Center  Point. 
He  is  connected  by  membership  with  the  Free 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Shepard’s  residence 
and  large  apiary  appears  in  this  work. 
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ARVIN  WILSEY,  an  enterprising  and  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  his  homestead  being  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  14,  Washington  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  born  Jan.  9,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Otis  and 
Louisa  (Coffin)  Wilsey,  natives  of  New  York.  The 
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father  was  born  in  October,  1811,  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  is  still  living  in  the  Empire  State. 
To  his  farming  operations  he  also  added  that  of  a 
carpenter,  and  pursued  his  trade  and  his  agricult¬ 
ural  transactions  with  credit  and  success.  Mrs. 
Wilsey  was  born  in  1813,  and  is  also  yet  living. 
This  worthy  couple  were  blest  by  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Lucretia  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years;  Melinda  F.  became  the  wife  of 
I.  F.  Williams;  Susanna  A.  married  Stephen  B. 
Clover;  Silas  married  Mrs.  Lizzie  Purcell;  Otis 
lives  in  California,  and  was  married  there;  Lucy, 
Sarah  and  George  died  quite  young. 

Marvin,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  took  unto 
himself  for  a  life  companion  Miss  Calphurnia 
V.  Rowley.  This  auspicious  event  occurred  Feb. 
7,  1865.  She  was  born  July  27,  1843,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Barton)  Rowley, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  The  father  was  born 
July  20,  1817,  and  the  mother  May  23,  1821. 
They  spent  their  lives  in  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  and  both 
are  now  living  quietly  and  peacefully  on  the  old 
farm.  Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Jane  A.,  born  June  12,  1840,  married  John  P. 
Townsend;  Calphurnia  V.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Laura  V.,  born  Nov.  23,  1847 ;  Mary  A.,  born  Jan. 
9,  1851,  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Cooper. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilsey  of  this  sketch  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Nathaniel  P., 
born  April  8,  1866;  Lucretia  C.,  April  12,  1869; 
George  W.,  June  24,  1871 ;  Otis  M.,  May  1,  1873; 
Laura  L.,  Dec.  18,  1878;  Silas  R.,  Sept.  21,  1881 ; 
Herrick  H.,  Feb.  19,  1883. 

Mr.  Wilsey  has  a  fine  homestead,  a  view  of  which 
is  shown  on  another  page,  comprising  208  acres  of 
land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  with  a  handsome 
dwelling-house,  convenient  out-buildings,  and  all 
the  appliances  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  agriculture.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  August, 
1865,  and  through  the  exercise  of  energy,  industry 
and  economy,  has  secured  to  himself  a  competency 
and  an  enviable  position  in  the  community.  He  is 
looked  up  to  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  excellent 
-business  principles,  and  is  a  useful  and  valuable 
member  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Wilsey  became  a  Mason  in  1871,  and  is  con¬ 
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nected  with  Viana  Lodge,  No.  142,  at  Center 
Point.  He  was  stationed  in  the  South  for  one 
year,  and  held  the  post  of  Senior  Deacon  for  sev¬ 
eral  years;  he  was  also  Secretary.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  with  which 
he  became  connected  Aug.  6,  1880.  He  is  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat  politically,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Center  Point. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  are  finely  educated,  and  he 
has  extended  to  all  his  children  the  same  advant¬ 
age.  His  daughter  Lucretia,  aged  seventeen  years, 
recently  graduated  from  the  High  School  at  Center 
Point.  Nathaniel  P.  is  at  this  writing  attending 
college  at  Cedar  Rapids. 


ROF.  S.  II.  GOODYEAR,  founder  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Business  College,  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  was  born  Feb.  21,  1851. 
He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  P.  and  Adeline 
(Palmer)  Goodyear,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  respectively.  Samuel  Goodyear  has 
been  engaged  in  mercantile  business  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  and  is  noiv  a  resident  of  Nebraska. 
The  parental  household  consisted  of  six  children, 
five  now  living,  as  follows  :  Emma  was  the  eldest ; 
Addie  became  the  wife  of  G.  W.  Clark,  of  O’Neill, 
Neb.;  Lloyd  E.  is  a  banker  of  Neligli,  Neb.; 
Claude  E.  was  the  second  son,  and  S.  IL,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch,  the  youngest. 

Prof.  Goodyear  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  assisted  his  father  in  the  store. 
Being  naturally  studious,  he  kept  himself  posted  in 
the  later  methods  of  education,  and  in  due  time 
was  enabled  to  occupy  the  responsible  position  of  a 
teacher.  He  taught  school  for  two  years  in  the 
Commercial  Department  of  Cornell  College  and  in 
the  Academy  at  Danville  for  six  years. 

Prof.  Goodyear  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1880, 
and  started  his  Business  College,  occupying  the 
third  floor  of  the  post-office  block.  It  was  pros¬ 
perous  from  the  start,  and  in  1886  Prof.  Goodyear 
entered  into  partnership  with  Prof.  A.  N.  Palmer, 
of  Chicago,  who  has  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Penmanship.  The  Professor  possesses  considerable 
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literary  talent,  and  is  editor  of  the  Western  Penman , 
a  monthly  publication  which  is  a  perfect  guide  to 
penmanship  and  book-keeping,  and  is  issued  in 
quarto  form  at  the  low  price  of  sixty  cents  per 
year.  The  Business  College  has  an  attendance  of 
250  students. 

Prof.  Goodyear  was  married  in  1876,  to  Miss 
Kate  L.,  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  L.  Matson,  of  Viola, 
this  county,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
the  State.  He  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  denomina¬ 
tion  the  Professor  holds  a  license  to  preach.  He  is 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  esteemed  a  valuable 
citizen.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  journal, 
Prof.  Goodyear  has  published  other  text-books, 
pertaining  to  the  different  departments  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  college,  which  have  attained  a  ready 
circulation. 
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OTIS  GEHRINGER,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Bowlder  Township,  living  on  section  2, 
is  well  known  in  his  township,  not  only  for 
the  successful  manner  in  which  he  has  managed  his 
farm,  but  for  his  integrity  and  straightforwardness 
in  dealing  with  his  fellow-men.  His  parents  were 
Henry  and  Catherine  Gehringer,  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many,  where  they  both  died.  They  had  eight 
children — six  daughters  and  two  sons — and  Louis 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  Aug.  13, 
1832.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  left  his  native 
land  and  came  to  America.  Prior  to  this,  however, 
and  when  he  was  about  fifteen  years  old,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  tanner’s  trade,  at  which  he 
worked  until  he  crossed  the  ocean.  Arriving  in 
the  United  States,  he  disembarked  at  Boston,  whence 
he  went  directly  to  Albany,  N.  Y.  Not  being  able 
to  obtain  employment  at  his  trade,  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill  for  about  two  months,  and  then  went  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  obtained  employment  at 
his  trade,  but  onty  remained  a  short  time,  and  then 
went  to  Hamburg,  that  State,  where  he  continued 
working  at  his  vocation  for  about  two  years. 

In  1855  Mr.  Gehringer  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Jackson  County,  where  he  lived  for  one  year,  and 
then  worked  out  on  a  farm  by  the  month,  it  being 


the  first  labor  of  that  kind  that  he  ever  did.  In 
the  fall  of  1855  he  purchased  240  acres  of  land  on 
sections  2  and  3,  Bowlder  Township,  but  was  un¬ 
able  to  settle  on  the  same  until  1859,  he  having-  in 
the  meantime  worked  out  by  the  month  to  procun 
the  necessary  means  for  improving  his  place.  Din¬ 
ing  that  year  he  built  a  small  frame  house  on  hisff. 
place,  and,  moving  into  it  with  his  family,  contin¬ 
ued  to  reside  there  until  1873,  engaged  the  while 
in  the  improvement  of  his  land.  During  1873  he 
erected  a  fine  residence,  in  which  he  has  lived  until 
the  present  time.  He  has  made  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  on  his  farm,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  260 
acres,  the  major  portion  of  which  is  in  a  good  con¬ 
dition. 

Mr.  Gehringer  was  married  in  Hamburg,  N.  Y., 
April  16,  1855,  to  Catharine  Drexler,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Ursula  Drexler,  natives  of  Germany. 

Her  parents  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1867  to  Linn  County,  and  settled  in  Bowl¬ 
der  Township,  where  the  mother  died  in  1884. 

They  had  seven  children — four  sons  and  three 
daughters — Mrs.  G.  being  the  eldest.  She  was 
born  in  Germany,  Sept.  29,  1833,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  in  1852.  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Gehringer  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  [  } 

one  child,  Julia  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  Smith, 
living  in  Bowlder  Township.  Mr.  Smith  and  wife 
are  the  parents  of  five  children — Cora,  Lewis,  Min¬ 
nie,  Maude  and  Ida.  Mr.  Gehringer  has  held  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Reform 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
large  barns  and  out-buildings,  together  with  the 
farm  and  fine  stock  of  Mr.  Gehringer,  is  shown  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 
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^LEXANDER  TORRANCE,  a  farmer  and 
((U/JJ  lumberman,  residing  on  section  17,  Linn 
Township,  is  a  pioneer  of  this  county  of 
1847,  having  come  here  at  that  date  in 
company  with  his  parents.  The  names  of  the  par¬ 
ents  of  our  subject  were  Cunningham  and  Margaret 
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(Cunningham)  Torrance.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  After 
their  marriage  they  settled  in  the  former  State, 
where  they  lived  until  1847,  the  father  being  oc¬ 
cupied  in  the  labors  of  a  farmer.  During  that 
year  they  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Franklin 
Township.  There  they  lived  and  labored,  working 
together  for  the  good  of  their  children,  and  in  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  their  farm,  and 
there,  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1803,  the 
head  of  the  family  crossed  the  river  and  joined  the 
silent  majority  on  the  other  shore.  Ilis  good  wife 
survived  him  until  June  21,  1883,  when  she  went 
to  meet  her  loved  one  in  the  home  beyond.  They 
were  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  had  eleven  chil¬ 
dren — nine  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Alexander  Torrance  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  20,  1837,  and  accompanied  his  parents 
when  they  came  to  this  county.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  this  county, 
and  lived  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  attained  the 
Er^!  age  of  manhood.  He  then  worked  out  by  the  day 
and  month  at  various  occupations  for  about  three 
years,  and  then  located  on  a  farm  which  was  given 
him  by  his  father,  south  of  Mt.  Vernon  and  in 
Franklin  Township.  Living  there  for  some  three 
years,  the  while  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
he,  in  the  fall  of  1866,  removed  to  Linn  Township, 
and  erected  a  sawmill  on  section  17.  He  has  since 
lived  on  that  section,  engaged  in  milling  and  farm¬ 
ing.  On  his  place  he  has  erected  a  good  and  sub¬ 
stantial  set  of  buildings,  and  at  present  is  the  owner 
of  204^  acres  of  land,  fifty-two  of  which  are  tim¬ 
ber. 

Alexander  Torrance  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Franklin  Township,  Linn  County,  Jan.  1,  1863,  to 
Henrietta  F.,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca 
(Carr)  Coleman,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  of  American 
and  German  ancestry.  The  parents  were  married 
and  settled  in  Ohio,  whence  they  emigrated  to 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1851,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1860  came  to  this  county,  and  located  in  Linn 
Township.  From  the  latter  township  they  went  to 
HI  Kansas,  in  which  State  the  father  died,  Nov.  22, 
1879;  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  Nebraska, 
Of  their  union  nine  children  were 
Mrs.  Torrance 
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born,  six  daughters  and  three  sons. 


of  this  notice  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  5,  1837,  and  has  borne  our  subject  two  chil¬ 
dren — Edward  E.  and  Charles  M. ;  Edward  E.  died 
when  six  months  old. 

Mr.  Torrance  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  three  years,  Township  Clerk  two  years,  and 
also  other  minor  offices.  He  was  elected  Secretary 
of  the  Farmers’  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of 
Linn  Township,  in  the  summer  of  1881,  and  still 
holds  that  office.  He  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Linn 
County  Tornado,  Wind  and  Storm  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  He  has  been  Secretary  of  the  School  Board 
for  several  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  holding  fellowship  with  Mt. 
Vernon  Lodge  No.  112,  and  also  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No.  10,  of  Marion.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  seldom  fails  to  cast  his  vote  for 
that  party  when  opportunity  affords. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  residence 
and  surroundings,  together  with  the  mill  property, 
of  Mr.  Torrance  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this 
Album. 
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AMUEL  INBODY  is  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of 
College  Township,  located  on  section  22, 
where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  well-im¬ 
proved  and  finely  cultivated  land.  He  came  to 
Linn  County  in  1852,  and  secured  the  farm  which 
is  at  present  in  his  possession.  It  was  unimproved 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  and  he  immediately 
commenced  tilling  the  soil.  It  required  great  in¬ 
dustry  and  perseverance  to  bring  it  to  the  desired 
condition,  but  Mr.  I.  was  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  perseverance,  and  soon  was  enabled  to  view 
with  satisfaction  the  result  of  his  labors. 

Mr.  Inbody  comes  of  a  good  family,  and  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Hocking  County,  Dec.  27, 
1816  (for  the  notice  of  his  parents,  see  sketch  of 
Jacob  Inbody).  The  early  life  of  our  subject  was 
spent  with  his  parents  in  his  native  county,  and 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  old  his  father  re¬ 
moved  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and  located  a 
homestead.  They  remained  there  for  some  years, 
and  there  Samuel  was  married,  in  March,  1842,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Williams,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
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Muskingum  County  on  St.  Valentine’s  Day,  1826. 
She  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  years  of 
maturity,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Indiana. 
They  died  in  the  county  of  their  first  settlement, 
having  followed  the  peaceful  occupation  of  agri¬ 
culture.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came 
to  America  when  a  young  man.  He  possessed  all 
the  traits  of  a  generous-hearted  Irish  gentleman, 
and  was  highly  respected  in  his  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inbody  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  Mrs.  In¬ 
body  passed  to  the  better  land  Dec.  25,  1885,  at 
about  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The  children  of  this 
union  were  as  follows:  Ephraim,  Lewis,  Henry, 
William,  Catharine,  Christian,  Samuel,  James,  Cath¬ 
arine  and  Mary ;  the  two  last  named  are  deceased. 
The  farm  of  Mr.  Inbody  comprises  eighty  acres, 
and  he  has  been  fairly  successful  in  his  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  is  upright  and  honorable  in  his  tran¬ 
sactions,  and  for  twenty -five  years  has  been  an  act¬ 
ive  member  of  the  church,  in  which  lie  has  officia¬ 
ted  as  Trustee  and  Steward,  holding  the  form  ex¬ 
position  for  the  space  of  twenty-one  years.  In 
politics  he  is  a  straight  Democrat,  conscientiously 
casting  his  vote  with  that  party  as  opportunity 
occurs.  He  has  performed  the  duties  of  a  good 
citizen,  and  possesses  the  friendship  and  esteem  of 
his  neighbors. 


AMUEL  S.  RIDDLE,  one  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  Franklin  Township,  is 
living  at  his  country  seat  on  section  14. 
He  is  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
born  Nov.  9,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  George  E. 
Riddle,  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  near  Harper’s 
Ferry.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Riddle,  was  a  native  of  “Bonnie  Scotland,”  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  emigrated  to  America 
at  an  early  day  and  located  in  Virginia,  afterward 
removing  to  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  son,  Geoi’ge  F.  Riddle,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  followed  closely  in  the  footsteps  of  his  sire, 
and  became  a  farmer.  He  was  adventurous  and 
ambitions,  and  desirous  of  going  beyond  the  con¬ 
fines  of  his  own  State.  Accordingly,  in  1858,  he 
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removed  to  Illinois,  and  located  one  mile  from 
Mendota  in  La  Salle  County,  where  he  remained 
four  yeai’s.  About  this  time  glowing  reports  wei'e 
coming  from  the  young  and  growing  State  of  Iowa, 
and  he  was  induced  to  change  his  location  and; 
move  into  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  first  settle 
near  Marengo,  where  he  remained  one  year,  andi 
then  came  into  Linn  County,  purchasing  a  farm 
near  Lisbon,  where  he  spent  the  remnant  of  his 
days,  departing  this  life  in  April,  1867.  In  early 
manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Sill,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Catherine  Sill,  who  were  of  English  de¬ 
scent.  She  removed  with  her  husband  to  Iowa, 
and  survived  him  twelve  yeai-s,  her  death  occur¬ 
ring  on  the  farm  near  Lisbon  in  1879.  Of  this 
union  there  were  boni  eight  children,  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  fourth  child. 

Samuel  S.  Riddle  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un¬ 
til  1854.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City,  and 
lived  one  year  with  an  elder  brother,  after  which 
he  returned  home,  and  was  married,  in  1856,  to 
Miss  Harriet  Spang.  She  was  a  native  of  Lebanon 
County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Rudolph  and  Mary 
(Dunarbai-ger)  Spang.  The  year  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Riddle,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  moved  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Mendota.  He  opened  a 
store  there,  which  he  operated  one  3-ear,  then  rent¬ 
ed  a  farm  near  the  town,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  1861.  He  then  went  to  Iowa,  and  lived  on 
his  father’s  farm  for  a  3rear,  and  in  1862  purchased 
a  farm  in  Linn  County,  which  was  located  in 
Franklin  Township,  on  section  1.  Here  he  re¬ 
mained  four  years,  cultivating  and  improving  his 
land,  which  he  afterward  sold.  He  then  removed 
to  his  brother’s  place,  remained  three  years  there, 
then  purchased  the  farm  on  section  15,  Franklin 
Township,  which  he  occupied  until  1884,  when  he 
rented  it  and  removed  to  his  present  homestead. 

The  estate  of  Mr.  Riddle  lies  on  the  main  road 
from  Mt.  Vernon  to  Lisbon,  and  is  a  model  of  com¬ 
fort  and  convenience.  He  has  brought  about  great 
improvements  since  he  came  into  possession  of  it, 
and  has  erected  a  good  set  of  fi’ame  buildings. 
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The  homestead  is  supplied  with  all  the  conven¬ 
iences  of  modern  life,  and  both  within  and  without 
is  indicative  of  the  good  judgment  and  refined 
tastes  of  its  possessor. 

Six  children  came  to  bless  the  household  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Riddle,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows : 
Calvin  lives  in  Sheridan  County,  Neb.,  and  is  mai- 
ried  to  Miss  Emma  Goudy,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  this 
State;  War  Bell  is  the  wife  of  J.  Michael  Ketter¬ 
ing,  and  lives  in  Cedar  County;  Ilattie  manied 
John  Kettering,  and  also  lives  in  the  latter-named 
county;  the  three  youngest  are  Laura  Cecilia,  Eva 
S.  and  Lloyd  Edwin.  The  family  are  regular  at¬ 
tendants  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Riddle  is 
strongly  Republican  in  politics. 


j^ILLIAM  FALCON,  a  highly  esteemed  and 
prosperous  farmer  of  Maine  Township,  oc¬ 
cupies  a  fine  homestead  on  section  35.  He 
is  a  sturdy  son  of  Bavaria,  and  was  born  May  29, 
1832.  His  parents  were  Frederick  and  Christina 
Falcon,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  remained 
with  them  in  his  native  town  of  Ihappstadtt  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  was  carefully 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  then  went  to 
his  father’s  farm,  where  he  remained  until  1851, 
but  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his 
prospects,  and  determined  to  emigrate  to  America. 
He  accordingly  started  in  September  of  that  year, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  twenty-one  days  landed  at 
New  York  City.  His  elder  brother,  Anton,  had 
already  preceded  him  to  the  New  World,  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  Shelburn  Falls,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  and 
he  joined  him  there  and  became  engaged  in  a  cut¬ 
lery  factory,  where  he  remained  four  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  an  augur  manufactory,  and  was  thus 
employed  until  1856.  Then,  in  company  with  this 
i  brother  and  another  one  named  Henry,  he  set  his 
face  westward,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  came 
into  Iowa,  locating  in  Linn  County,  and  purchased 
land  on  section  35  of  Maine  Township.  It  was 
wholly  unimproved,  and  the  facilities  for  labor  and 
transportation  were  very  limited.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  weather  proved  unfavorable  that  year  for 
crops,  which  were  a  total  failure  on  account  of  ex¬ 


cessive  rains.  They  labored  on,  however,  amid 
many  discouragements,  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
and  then  Anton  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  re¬ 
sumed  his  occupation  in  the  cutlery  manufactory, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
I860, 'and  by  his  death  a  wife  and  eight  children 
were  left  without  a  protector. 

William  Falcon,  however,  had  come  to  the  Hawk- 
eye  State  to  stay,  and  he  did  not  allow  any  difficul¬ 
ties  or  discouragements  to  turn  him  from  his 
original  purpose.  He  proceeded  with  the  cultiva-  : 
tion  of  his  land  and  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  : 
after  a  time  began  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  labors.  - 
In  time  he  erected  a  good  frame  house,  and  in  1876 
disposed  of  a  part  of  his  property  to  good  advan¬ 
tage,  and  erected  more  buildings  on  the  portion 
which  remained  to  him,  and  which  now  constitutes 
his  homestead.  This  comprises  280  acres,  under  a 
hio-h  state  of  cultivation,  including  thirteen  acres 
of  fine  timber.  He  has  given  much  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  and  exhibits  some  of 
the  handsomest  graded  Short-horn  cattle  in  this  5 
part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Falcon  was  married,  Oct.  28,  1855,  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Leinenger,  a  native  of  his  own  Bavaria, 
born  Jan.  27,  1835.  Her  parents  were  George  and 
Anna  May  Leinenger.  Mrs.  F.  came  to  America 
at  twenty  years  of  age,  one  of  her  brothers  having 
emigrated  previously  and  located  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
ten  children.  The  living  are  :  Fred,  Clemens, 
Frank,  Rosetta,  Karl,  Anton  and  Herman ;  those  de¬ 
ceased  were :  Anna,  who  was  in  her  twenty -third 
year,  Rosa  was  three  years  old,  and  one  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Fred  married  Barbara  E.  Dutcher,  they 
have  one  child,  Lucy  G. ;  he  is  a  farmer  in  this  5 
township.  Clemens  married  Minnie  J.  Curtis,  and  jj  L- 
has  one  child  named  Emma,  he  is  a  farmer  in  Ma-  5 

HI: 

rion  Township. 

Mr.  Falcon  forms  a  striking  example  of  what 
industry  and  determination  may  accomplish.  In 
addition  to  the  pain  of  parting  with  the  friends  ;  ^ 
and  acquaintances  of  his  native  land,  he  came  to  a 
country  which  at  first  had  little  to  offer  but  con-  3 
tinned  and  fatiguing  labor.  He  came  upon  a  new  jj 
soil  and  to  a  strange  people,  and  after  crossing  the  » 
Mississippi  launched  as  it  were,  into  a  wilderness—  « 
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.  a  wilderness,  surely,  as  compared  with  its  appear¬ 
ance  to-day.  One  who  has  not  gone  through  with 


:  such  an  experience  can  scarcely  realize  the  amount 
E  of  courage  and  determination  required  to  stand  by 
:  the  emergency,  and  labor  and  wait  for  results,  but 
he  has  surely  received  for  those  days  of  difficulty, 
Yia  and  he  stands  to-day  as  one  of  a  group  of  pioneers 
:.E  who  are  held  in  high  honor  and  to  whom  the  pros- 
;  E  perous  Hawkeye  State  is  largely  indebted  for  her 
-  later  development.  The  old  pioneers  are  passing 
v  -  away,  but  their  works  do  follow  them,  and  their 
jjl-ijj  memories  will  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  to 
‘  g  the  second  and  third  generation.  From  the  time 
{ of  his  coming  here,  Mr.  Falcon  unselfishly  identi¬ 
fied  himself  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  State 
and  count}',  considering  her  prosperity  his  own, 

I* 

P  and  now  rejoices  in  the  status  she  has  attained 
:  among  her  sister  States  and  Territories.  He  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  in  all  re- 
|  spects  is  reaping  the  reward  of  the  difficult  and 
g  trying  past.  Mr.  Falcon  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
voted  that  ticket  for  many  years. 

A  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Falcon  is  pre- 
E  sented  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
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OSEPH  KULA  is  the  owner  of  195  acres  of 
good  farm  land,  the  major  portion  of  which 
is  under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation, 
located  on  section  27,  Bowlder  Township, 
:  where  he  may  be  found  almost  any  day  engaged  in 
:  the  general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life.  His  parents, 
E  Frank  and  Mary  (Riha)  Kula,  were  natives  of  Bo- 
:  hernia.  Joseph  Kula  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Jan.  6, 
E  1835.  He  was  nineteen  years  old  when  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  his  first  residence  here  was 
in  Missouri,  where  he  lived  for  about  six  months. 
}  :  He  then  went  to  Dubuque,  this  State,  where  he  re- 
1 1  sided  for  about  a  year.  He  had  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade  in  the  old  country,  and  followed  the  same  in 
1  E  the  United  States  until  the  time  of  his  settlement 
|  E  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Kula  came  to  this  county  in  1856,  and  set- 
|  l  tied  in  Bowlder  Township,  where  he  has  since  lived 
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and  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  As 
stated,  he  has  196  acres  in  that  township,  on  which 
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he  has  erected  a  good  set  of  buildings,  and  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  at  Dubuque,  in  the  spring  of  1855,  to  Mary 
Walanta,  and  they  have  had  eight  children — Joseph, 
Mary,  Joseph  (2d),  Jacob,  Thomas,  Mary  (2d), 
John  and  Frank.  Mr.  Kula  has  held  the  office  of 
Road  Overseer,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


OBERT  B.  CAMPBELL,  Superintendent  of 
the  Chicago  &  Council  Bluffs  Division  of 
^  \|  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  has  his  residence 
'^p)in  Marion,  although  of  necessity  spending 
much  of  his  time  elsewhere.  He  is,  however,  con¬ 
sidered  a  citizen  of  Marion,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  those  who  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  The 
birthplace  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  Bloom¬ 
ington,  Monroe  Co.,  Ind.,  and  he  first  saw  the  light 
May  18,  1850.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  John  A.  and 
Ellen  J.  Campbell,  and  his  father  was  also  a  native 
of  Indiana,  of  Scotch  parentage.  The  family  had 
emigrated  from  Scotland  to  America  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  resided  in 
the  State  of  New  York  in  1820,  and  then  removed 
to  Indiana.  The  mother  of  Robert  B.  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  of  Scotch  and  German  descent.  The 
father  of  Rev.  John  A.  Campbell  was  a  Presby¬ 
terian  divine  of  the  old  Scottish  school,  and  pos¬ 
sessed  in  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  for 
which  the  men  of  his  time  and  calling  were  famous. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ancestors  of  Robert 
B.  came  from  that  solid  and  substantial  stock  which 
is  noted  all  over  the  world  as  possessing  about  the 
best  elements  which  have  ever  entered-  into  the 
composition  of  human  character,  and  they  trans¬ 
mitted  to  their  descendants,  in  a  large  degree, 
those  inestimable  qualities. 

The  above  mentioned  qualities  may  be  traced  to 
the  character  and  disposition  of  our  subject,  Robert 
B.  Campbell.  He  removed  with  his  parents  in  in¬ 
fancy  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the  first 
ten  years  of  his  life.  In  1859  the  family  returned 
to  Indiana,  where  the  father  departed  this  life. 
Robert  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  When 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  as  a  telegraph  oper- 
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ator  in  the  office  of  an  Indiana  railway,  lie  served 
faithfully  for  three  years  at  this,  and  in  February, 
1808,  when  in  his  eighteenth  year,  he  came  West, 
and  entered  the  service  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail¬ 
way  Company.  The  fields  of  his  operations  lay  in 
Western  Nebraska  and  Colorado.  '  lie  continued 
with  that  company  until  -July,  1875,  during  which 
time  he  served  in  various  capacities,  from  telegraph 
operator  to  chief  train  despatcher.  At  this  time  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  company  and  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  Central  Pacific  in  California  as 
train  despatcher.  He  remained  there  until  January 
of  the  following  year,  and  was  then  appointed 
Assistant  Division  Superintendent,  which  position 
he  occupied  for  six  years.  In  October,  1882,  Mr. 
Campbell  entered  the  service  of  the  C.,  M.  &  St. 
P.  R.  R.  Co.  as  Superintendent  of  the  Prairie  du 
Chien.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for  two  years, 
and  was  then  promoted  to  the  Superintendency  of 
the  Chicago  &  Council  Bluffs  Division  of  the  same 
line,  with  headquarters  at  Marion. 

Every  man  of  character,  after  mature  years,  has 
the  natural  desire  to  found  for  himself  a  home  and 
establish  domestic  ties.  Mr.  Campbell  was  no  ex¬ 
ception  to  this  rule,  and  on  May  5,  1875,  in  Sacra¬ 
mento  City,  Cal.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Georgetta 
Nixon,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  B.  and  Margaret  G. 
Nixon,  of  that  city.  They  were  natives  of  Ohio, 
and  while  still  residing  there  this  daughter  was 
born,  in  Hamilton,  Butler  County,  and  afterward 
removed  with  her  parents  to  the  Golden  State. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  has 
been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living — -Margueretta  E.,  who  is  now 
ten  years  of  age,  and  Anna  I.,  three  years ;  these 
were  both  born  in  Sacramento  City ;  the  two  other 
children  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Campbell  affiliates  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party.  He  is  a  man  of  decided  views, 
and,  while  tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others,  holds 
to  his  own  with  manly  decision.  While  in  Ne¬ 
braska  he  became  the  first  County  Clerk  of  Chey¬ 
enne  County,  and  served  with  credit  for  one  term. 
His  home  has  been  in  Marion  since  1884,  where  he 
has  formed  a  pleasant  circle  of  acquaintances,  and 
has  gathered  about  him  many  warm  friends. 

Superintendent  Campbell  is  a  man  of  powerful 


physique  and  capable  of  great  endurance.  He  is  a 
“  broad  gauge  ”  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
mentally  as  well  as  physically,  whole-souled  and 
genial,  while  strict  to  the  letter  in  enforcing  the 
performance  of  duty.  He  is  a  thorough  railroad 
man,  possessing  a  general  knowledge  of  details  in 
the  various  departments  under  his  supervision. 
An  experience  of  twenty-one  years  has  eminently 
fitted  him  for  the  position  which  he  occupies,  and 
entitled  him  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
officials  of  the  great  corporation  by  whom  he  is 
employed,  and  which  he  enjoys  to  an  unlimited  ex¬ 
tent.  Great  interests  are  intrusted  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  a  public  thoroughfare,  and  too  much 
credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  man  occupying  such 
position  who  has  a  knowledge  of  his  duties  and  ful¬ 
fills  them  safely  and  creditably. 
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JOSEPH  LINEBACK  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Linn  County,  occupying  a  good 
homestead  on  section  24,  and  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  the  industry  of  his  early  manhood. 
He  is  a  native  of  Clark  County,  Ky.,  and  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1815.  His  father  was  Daniel  Lineback,  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  pure  German  de¬ 
scent.  He  grew  to  manhood  there,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  May  Spoon,  also  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  and  of  the  same  descent  as  her  husband. 
The  family  came  into  North  Carolina  about  the 
year  1800,  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Clark  County.  They  remained  there  until  1816, 
and  then  removed  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Switzer¬ 
land  County,  where  they  remained  fourteen  years, 
thence  removed  into  Hancock  County,  Ind.,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  six  miles  from 
Greenfield,  the  county  seat.  There  they  cleared  a 
farm  and  remained  until  1842,  when  they  disposed 
of  their  property,  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters, 
came  into  this  State,  and  located  in  Linn  County, 
which  remained  the  home  of  the  father  until  his 
death  in  1843.  The  mother  passed  away  two  years 
later  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Wapello.  The 
household  circle  included  twelve  children,  ten  sons 
and  two  daughters,  who  were  carefully  trained  in 
those  principles  of  honesty  and  morality  for  which 
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the  family  was  especially  noted.  The  parents  were 
connected  with  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  to 
the  support  of  which  they  contributed  of  their 
means  cheerfully  and  generously. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eleventh  child 
in  the  parents’  family,  and  only  one  year  old  when 
they  removed  to  Indiana,  and  sixteen  years  old 
when  they  left  Switzerland  County  to  locate  in 
Hancock  County.  He  assisted  his  father  in  clear¬ 
ing  the  farm,  and  remained  at  home  until  1839.  He 
then  started  for  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  via  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  landing  at  Muscatine, 
whence  he  proceeded  on  foot  to  Linn  County.  He 
made  a  claim  on  Cedar  River  in  Franklin  Town- 
:  ship,  and,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  McGinnis,  built 
a  log  cabin  and  commenced  breaking  land.  He 
finally  sold  his  claim,  and  entered  160  acres  on  sec¬ 
tions  24  and  25  in  Franklin  Township.  He  alter¬ 
nately  improved  his  land  and  engaged  as  a  farm  la¬ 
borer,  and  in  1842  returned  and  persuaded  his 
parents  to  accompany  him  back  to  his  new  home. 
They  made  the  journey  overland,  cooking  and 
camping  by  the  way.  He  had  erected  a  double¬ 
log  cabin  on  his  latter  claim,  locating  it  on  section 
24,  and  into  this  his  parents  moved  and  he  provided 
for  their  comfort  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  At 
this  time  the  nearest  market  was  at  Muscatine.  Our 
subject  was  the  possessor  of  a  good  team,  and  by 
this  means  engaged  in  hauling  wheat  for  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  at  the  munificent  price  of  $4.50  a  trip.  It 
took  three  days  to  make  the  trip,  but  sometimes  he 
would  have  a  load  back,  and  this  added  a  little  to 
his  exchequer. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  Lineback  and  Miss  Au¬ 
relia  Donohue  was  celebrated  in  1847.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  1 830.  She  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  four  children,  and  after  being 
the  faithful  companion  of  her  husband  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  departed  this  life  May  10,  1880. 
Only  three  of  the  children  are  living — William, 
Martha  J.  and  John. 

Mr.  Lineback  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  reliable 
Republican.  He  has  occupied  his  present  home¬ 
stead  for  over  forty-three  years,  and  during  this 
time  his  neighbors  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be¬ 
come  quite  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  the  tes- 


reference  to  their  opinion  of 
the  extreme.  They  consider 


timony  they  bear  in 

him  is  flattering  in  the  extreme.  They 
that  he  is  amply  entitled  to  be  classed  as  an  honest 
man  and  a  good  citizen  in  every  sense  these  terms 
imply.  The  most  ambitious  could  desire  nothing 
nobler  or  better,  and  in  passing  down  the  hill  of 
life  Mr.  Lineback  should  experience  the  deepest  sat¬ 
isfaction  while  contemplating  the  record  which  he 
has  made. 
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LIAS  MALDEN  SMITH,  M.  D.,  physician 
and  surgeon,  of  Marion,  was  born  in  Addi¬ 
son  County,  Vt.,  June  26,  1827.  He  is  the 
son  of  Phineas  and  Eliza  (Kingsley)  Smith,  natives 
of  the  same  State.  His  father  was  descended  from 
the  Puritans,  and  his  mother  from  an  old  New  En¬ 
gland  family.  Our  subject  was  educated  at  Mid- 
dlebury  College,  Vermont,  and  at  an  early  age  was 
employed  as  a  teacher.  He  became  Principal  of  nj 
the  Academjr  of  Lisbon,  Ill.,  in  1855,  and  contin-  Jy_ 
ued  thus  occupied  for  two  years,  when  he  began 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  Freeman,  of  Newark, 

Ill. 

Mr.  Smith  came  to  Iowa  in  1860,  and  stopped  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  then  went  to  Palo,  and  in  1862 
came  to  Marion,  where  he  has  remained  in  practice 
up  to  the  present  time.  In  the  meantime  he  took 
his  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chi¬ 
cago,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1865. 

Elias  M.  Smith  and  Miss  Ruth  Powers  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Brandon,  Vt.,  in  1853.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Powers,  and  was  born  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  Of  this  marriage  one  child 
was  born,  a  daughter,  Helen  M.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years,  in  October,  1856,  and  the 
mother’s  death  occurred  a  few  days  later.  Dr. 
Smith  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1859,  to  Miss 
Alma  M.  Sanborn.  Mrs.  Alma  Smith  was  born  in 
Brookfield,  Vt.,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  a  son,  Harry  W.,  born  in 
Illinois.  He  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Josie  Shirley,  and  is  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Dr.  Smith  has  been  the  County  Physician  of 
Linn  for  twelve  years,  examining  physician  for  the 
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insane,  and  physician  and  surgeon  for  the  C.,  M. 
tfe  St.  P.  R.  R.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Union 
Medical  Society.  lie  has  had  a  peculiar  experience, 
and  treated  the  first  and  only  cases  of  trichina?  in 
this  county,  which  included  fourteen  persons,  six  of 
whom  died  from  the  eating  of  raw  pork. 

Very  little  need  be  said  by  us  in  regard  to  the 
character  and  the  capacities  of  I)r.  Smith;  the 
record  speaks  for  itself.  It  will  at  once  be  seen 
that  he  is  a  citizen  of  importance,  and  a  valued 
physician  and  surgeon,  and  as  such  is  contributing 
his  quota  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  community 
and  county.  Both  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
holds  fellowship  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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EV.  TAPP  AN  H.  BATCIIELDKR.  deceased, 
was  an  eminent  minister  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church.  He  was  born  in  Bridge- 
^  water,  N.  H.,  Jan.  25,  1817,  and  was  the 
son  of  Nathan  Batclielder.  His  father  was  a  shoe¬ 
maker  by  trade,  and  removed  to  Hamilton,  N.  II., 
when  his  son  Tappan  was  a  young  boy.  The  latter 
left  home  at  nine  years  of  age  and  lived  away 
from  his  parents  until  he  was  sixteen,  when  they 
moved  to  Holliston,  Mass.,  and  were  there  joined 
by  him.  He  became  converted  there  and  joined 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was 
II  soon  appointed  Class-Leader.  He  was  a  studious 
and  thoughtful  youth,  and  at  that  early  age  decided 
to  study  for  the  ministry.  His  sentiments  upon 
the  subject  of  baptism  forbade  him  to  think  of  be¬ 
coming  an  administrator  in  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  and  he  joined  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
Society  at  Waterford.  He  was  licensed  to  preach, 
and  invited  to  the  charge  of  the  Free  Baptist 
Church  at  Grafton.  Thereafter  he  preached  at 
{Georgetown,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  ordained  in  Octo- 
|  her,  1841.  He  then  went  to  Pawtucket,  and  after¬ 
ward  pursued  his  ministerial  labors  at  Taunton, 
Mass.,  remaining  at  the  latter  place  for  ten  years, 
after  which,  in  1855,  he  set  his  face  westward  as  a 
pioneer  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  his  desti¬ 
nation  being  Clinton  County,  Iowa.  He  organ¬ 


ized  the  Pleasant  Prairie  Church  in  Olive  Town¬ 
ship,  and  was  also  instrumental  in  the  organization 
of  the  Welton  Church.  He  removed  from  Clinton 
to  Jones  County  in  1865,  preaching  in  the  different 
places  in  that  county  for  eleven  years.  After  this 
long  service  lie  felt  justified  in  varying  somewhat 
his  occupation,  and  accordingly  purchased  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  resided  and  in  the  lighter  duties  of 
which  he  was  occupied  until  his  demise,  which  took 
place  Oct.  29,  1885.  During  his  residence  here, 
he  was  pastor  three  years  at  Central  City,  Iowa, 
and  the  same  length  of  time  at  Waubeek. 

Mr.  Batclielder  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Clarissa  Holbrook,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1841.  She  was  a  native  of  Holliston, 
Mass.,  and  died  Jan.  8,  1881,  leaving  six  children, 
who  are  located  as  follows:  Amy  lives  with  her 
brother  Cheney;  Frederick  is  in  Maine  Township; 
Joseph  lives  in  Clay  County;  Harriet  J.,  now  Mrs. 
French,  and  Julia,  Mrs.  Lynde,  also  live  in  Clay 
County. 

His  second  marriage  occurred  Nov.  28,  1881, 
with  Mrs.  Mila  A.  (Donaldson)  Clark,  a  native  of 
Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Roxie 
(Norton)  Donaldson.  This  lady  was  first  married 
to  O.  N.  Goodwell,  a  native  of  East  Killingly, 
Conn.  Her  parents  were  pioneers  of  Jackson 
County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Goodwell  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  enlisting  in  August,  1862.  He  died 
in  service  at  Pittsburgh  Landing  in  February  of 
the  following  year.  Her  second  marriage  was  with 
Henry  Clark,  and  took  place  in  July,  1864.  Mr. 
Clark  was  a  native  of  Maine  and  died  in  Cedar 
County,  Iowa,  July  14,  1867.  By  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  there  were  two  children  born,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased;  also  two  by  the  second — Calbert  N. 
and  Henrietta  S.  Mrs.  Batchelder  is  connected 
with  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  of  which  she 
became  a  member  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  with 
her  husband,  has  done  much  toward  sustaining  the 
church  of  her  choice.  At  the  time  of  their  com¬ 
ing  here,  religious  societies  were  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween,  and  amid  the  struggles  of  the  earlier  set¬ 
tlers  to  render  themselves  and  their  families  com¬ 
fortable,  it  was  a  greater  struggle  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  church  organization.  Mr.  Batchelder 
came  here  in  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  prepared  to  en- 
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counter  whatever  trials  may  come  in  his  path,  and 
resolved  not  to  look  back  after  having  put  his 
!}  :  hand  to  the  plow.  That  he  succeeded  where  many 
a  man  would  have  failed,  the  record  of  his  life  will 
show.  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  both  the 
ministers  of  his  denomination  and  the  laity,  and 
his  memory  is  kept  green  among  the  people  to 
whom  he  ministered  with  such  persevering  faith 
and  piety 

The  memory  of  no  man  who  labored  and  sacri¬ 
ficed  during  the  early  history  of  this  section  of  the 
State,  is  more  worthy  of  perpetuation  than  that  of 
Mr.  Batchelder,  a  faithful  servant  of  his  Master, 
and  a  most  highly  esteemed  citizen.  As  a  means 
of  preserving  his  memoiy,  we  place  his  portrait  in 
this  volume. 


'^7/  LYAII  P.  BUTCHER  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  State  ever  since  lie  was  three  years 
of  age,  and,  having  been  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  within  her  boundaries  and  brought 
up  to  the  noble  calling  of  a  farmer,  he  has  done  his 
part  toward  the  agricultural  development  of  the 
county.  The  father  of  our  subject,  William 
Butcher,  and  his  wife,  Adeline  (Paul)  Butcher, 
were  natives  of  Licking  and  Knox  Counties,  Ohio, 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
thence  emigrated  to 
Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  in  1849.  Continuing- 
residents  of  the  latter  county  for  about  six  years, 
|:5  they,  in  1855,  removed  to  this  county,  and  settled 
in  Linn  Township.  There  the  father  followed 
farming,  in  which  he  was  successful,  and  there  his 
demise  occurred,  July  31,  1881.  The  parental 
‘  family  consisted  of  three  children,  who  lived  to  at¬ 
tain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood — Alvah  P., 
}  i ;  Amanda  and  Jane.  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
1  Coleman,  who  is  a  resident  of  Kansas ;  Jane  mar¬ 
ried  Isaac  Johnston,  and  they  are  living  in  Marion 
Township,  this  county. 

Alvah  P.  Butcher  is  a  native  of  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  Dec.  14,  1846.  His  education 
was  received  in  the  schools  of  this  county,  and  he 
lived  at  home  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  labors  on  the  farm,  and  during  that  time 
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he  was  married.  He  then  rented  his  father’s  farm 
for  six  years,  and  was  occupied  in  improving  and 
cultivating  the  same,  after  which  he  purchased  a 
home  in  Marion  Township.  He  lived  on  the  latter 
place  until  1882,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  124 
acres  in  Linn  Township,  this  county,  to  which  he 
has  added  by  a  subsequent  purchase  of  fort}"  acres, 
making  his  landed  possessions  in  the  county  164 
acres.  His  farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  he  is  meeting  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Butcher  was  married  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa, 
Dec.  24,  1869,  to  Elminah  E.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Scott)  Brokaw.  Mrs.  Butcher  was 
born  in  Ohio,  May  25,  1845,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  four  children  have  been  born — Eliza 
A.,  Hattie  M.,  Harry  C.  and  Nelly  A.  Eliza  A. 
died  when  about  seven  years  of  age.  Mr.  Butcher 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee,  and  has 
also  been  elected  to  other  offices  of  minor  import, 
but  failed  to  qualify.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

The  elder  Butcher  was  a  prominent  person  in  his 
community  during  the  early  history  of  this  county. 
He  was  one  of  that  noble  band  of  hard-working 
pioneers  who  converted  the  wilderness  into  a  gar¬ 
den  of  plenty.  The  memories  of  these  founders  of 
the  present  greatness  and  prosperity  of  Iowa  should 
be  preserved  until  remotest  generations,  and  as  a 
means  of  doing  this  a  portrait  of  Mr.  William 
Butcher  is  presented  in  this  connection. 


OHN  M.  TERRY.  This  gentleman,  now  en¬ 
joying  a  large  portion  of  this  world’s  goods, 
obtained  through  his  own  industry  and  su¬ 
perior  business  qualifications,  is  one  of  the 
most  solid  and  reliable  citizens  of  Linn  County  and 
one  of  its  most  extensive  land-owners.  In  the  two 
counties  of  Linn  and  Benton,  his  landed  possessions 
aggregate  over  700  acres,  all  well  improved  and  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  His  homestead  is  pleas¬ 
antly  located  in  the  corner  of  Linn  County,  section 
31,  at  the  junction  of  the  four  counties,  Linn,  John¬ 
son,  Iowa  and  Benton.  The  homestead  embraces 
the  major  portion  of  his  lauded  possessions,  and  is 
adapted  to  the  growth  of  all  kinds  of  cereals  suited 
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to  this  climate,  'i'lie  buildings  are  substantial,  and 
have  that  air  of  comfort  which  is  so  gratifying  to 
the  eye  and  senses.  These  are  situated  iu  the  midst 
of  a  pleasant  grove,  which  forms  a  cool  retreat  in 
summer  and  protection  from  the  biting  blasts  of 
winter.  The  farm  is  well  stocked  with  high-grade 
cattle,  and  in  this  department  Mr.  Terry  has  been 
remarkably  successful. 

Mr.  John  M.  Terry  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  having  been  born  in  Seneca  County,  Oct.  1 8, 
1835.  Ilis  father,  John  Terry,  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  was  among  the  first  in  the  tide  of  emi¬ 
gration  that  wended  its  way  over  the  hills  of  the 
Ohio  Territory,  and  settled  there  when  the  wilder¬ 
ness  had  been  but  little  disturbed  by  the  ax  of  the 
settler,  lie  located  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Seneca 
County,  and  improved  and  reduced  it  to  a  state  of 
cultivation.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  Cole,  a  native  of  New  York.  About 
three  years  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  established  a  home  in  a  log  cabin  in  the 
timber,  which,  however,  soon  gave  way  to  cultiva¬ 
ted  fields,  and  there  they  reared  a  family  of  five 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest  son  and  second  child. 
The  parents  remained  there  until  1846,  when  they 
removed  to  Huron  County  in  the  same  State,  where 
the  father  died  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years.  The  mother  still  survives,  and  is  residing  in 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  with  her  second  daughter,  Mrs. 
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Cecilia  O.  Towne,  the  wife  of  Hiram  Towne, 
builder  and  contractor  by  occupation.  She  is 
active  old  lady,  seventy-six  years  of  age,  and  pos¬ 
sesses  her  mental  and  physical  vigor  to  a  remarka¬ 
ble  degree.  Her  other  three  living  children  are 
Elizabeth  T.,  the  wife  of  Vinton  Cherry,  and  they 
reside  at  Buffalo,  Mo.,  and  are  occupied  in  farming; 
our  subject  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Ira  C. 
married  Miss  Georgiana  Copley,  a  native  of  Louisi- 
na ;  he  is  an  attorney  at  law,  and  they  reside  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Louise,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  George  H.  Sauer;  she  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six  years.  They  were  formerly  also  resi¬ 
dents  of  St.  Louis. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Terry  was  begun  and  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  public  schools,  after  which  he  re¬ 
mained  at  home  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  un¬ 


til  he  became  of  age. 


1 


He  then  selected  a  helpmeet 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Howe,  their  union 
occurring  Dec.  15,  1858.  Mrs.  Terry,  a  highly  ac¬ 
complished  lady,  is  the  daughter  of  Baxter  and 
Lydia  (Hicks)  Howe,  natives  of  New  York.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  married  in  Cayuga  County,  where  they  2 
resided  for  some  time  afterward.  The  father  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  was  at  the  same  time  inter-  5 
ested  in  agriculture,  carrying  on  his  farming  and  : 
carpentering  operations  jointly.  They  subsequently 
removed  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  the  wife  of 
our  subject  was  born  Oct.  22,  1836.  She  was  the 
youngest  child  of  her  parents,  the  family  embracing 
eight  children.  Three  of  these  died  in  early  in 
fancy.  The  record  of  the  remaining  ones  is  as  fol-  2 
lows:  Salem  T.  contracted  a  marriage  with  Miss  2 
Cornelia  D.  Warner,  and  they  are  residents  of  Nor- 

■ 

walk,  Huron  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  a  skilled  mechanic  £ 
and  a  builder  and  contractor;  Milton  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  carries  on  his  agricultural  pur-  £ 
suits  in  Crystal  Lake,  Ill.  His  first  marriage  was  :: 
with  Miss  Lucia  M.  Nelson,  of  whom  he  was  soon 
deprived  by  death.  In  due  time  thereafter  he  was  ~ 
again  married,  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Tillson;  James  H.  ;• 
married  Miss  Hannah  Hatfield.  He  is  a  dealer  in 
agricultural  implements,  carrying  on  business  in  q 
Norwalk,  Ohio;  Daniel  B.  is  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  and  resides  .at  Milford,  Dickson  Co.,  Iowa; 
his  first  wife  was  Miss  Ellen  Hawks.  He  was  after-  q 
ward  married  to  Mrs.  Angeline  (Baker)  Zike.  Mrs.  q 
Terry  of  this  notice  was  reared  to  womanhood  in  q 
Huron  County,  and  educated  in  the  best  schools  of 
the  county.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Terry  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  eight  children,  and  they  have  : 
been  bereft  of  four  of  these.  Ralph  II.  lives  in 
Benton  County,  and  is  operating  as  a  farmer  on  a 
portion  of  his  father’s  land ;  he  married  Miss  Ida  M. 
Brown,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Edith 
C.  The  remaining  children  of  this  family  are  Ber-  - 
tha,  Kate  L.  and  John  B.,  all  at  home.  The  de¬ 
ceased  are  S.  Louise,  and  three  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

After  his  marriage  Sir.  Terry  at  once  established 
himself  on  a  farm,  and  began  to  carry  on  business 
on  his  own  account.  At  that  time  the  young  and 
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State  of  Iowa  was  attracting  much  atten- 
>ng  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  and 


lisa 
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Mr.  Terry  began  to  feel  a  desire  to  push  further 
west.  Accordingly  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
Huron  County,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1808  found  him¬ 
self  in  the  young  Hawkeye  State,  where  he  began 
the  improvement  of  a  tract  of  land  which  he  had 
previously  purchased.  It  was  wild  prairie  soil  and 
comprised  about  500  acres.  To  this  he  afterward 
2  added  200  more,  which  now  constitutes  the  bulk  of 
his  fine  possessions.  From  his  parents  he  inherited 
{  '  those  qualities  of  industry  and  enterprise  which 
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have  since  made  him  well  known  and  respected  in 
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the  late  Civil  War  Mr.  Terry  enlisted 

:  May  2,  1864,  with  the  Ohio  National  Guards,  166th 

' 

Regiment,  Company  C,  Capt.  Joseph  .Sutton  com¬ 
manding'.  He  entered  with  the  rank  of  First  Lieu- 


his  township  and  county.  He  has  been  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  his  transactions,  and  has  well  de¬ 
served  the  good  fortune  which  has  been  meted  out 
to  him. 

During 


tenant,  and  held  that  positioxx  throughout  the 
service.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
engaged  in  active  service  five  months,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  by  special  order  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment.  Sept.  9,  1864,  was  the  date  of  the  mus¬ 
ter  out  of  his  company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Terry  is  a  reliable  and  solid 
Democrat,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  both  local  and  general  politics.-  A  view  of  his 
pleasant  home  and  surroundings  appears  on  another 
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AMUEL  C.  LAMSON.  This  gentleman  is 
the  pioneer  harness-maker  of  Marion,  and 
has  been  a  l-esident  of  Linn  County  since 
1854.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Green  Mount¬ 
ain  State,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Plain- 
field,  Washington  County,  Oct.  25,  1826.  His 
parents  were  Benjamin  P.  and  Sallie  (Cate)  Lam- 
son;  his  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
his  mother  of  Vermont,  and  they  removed  from 
the  latter  State  when  their  son,  Samuel  C.,  was  a 
child  of  two  yeai-s  old.  Benjamin  P.  Lamson  was 
a  surveyor,  and  removed  to  Franklin  County,  N. 
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Y.,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  survey  for  Peter 
Smith,  the  father  of  Gerrett  Smith. 

Samuel  went  with  his  parents  to  New  York  State, 
but  after  a  few  years  returned  to  Vermont,  and 
entered  upon  the  service  of  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  harness- maker’s  trade  in  the  town  of  Stowe, 
that  State.  He  became  proficient  in  this  art  in  all 
its  branches,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days.  He 
was  thus  occupied  for  three  years  in  Stowe,  and 
then  returned  to  his  parents  in  New  York.  He  had 
now  become  a  young  man,  was  the  master  of  a 
good  trade,  and  felt  himself  full}7  qualified  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  home  and  maintain  a  family.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah 
Clarke,  a  step-daughter  of  Martin  Clarke,  Esq. 
Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in  Clinton  County, 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  25,  1848.  Mrs.  Lamson  was  born  in 
Augusta,  Me.,  Dec.  9,  1827.  Their  union  was  blest 
by  the  birth  of  eight  children — five  sons  and  three 
daughters — two  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  record 
is  as  follows :  William  H.  is  a  harness-maker,  car¬ 
rying  on  a  good  business  in  Marion ;  he  married 
Miss  Eva  M.  Davis:  Alice  A.  is  the  wife  of  James 
Riley,  and  they  reside  at  Mt.  Vernon,  this  State; 
Charles  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie 
Stambaugh,  and  they  are  residents  of  Cedar  Rapids ; 
Lillie  A.  is  the  wife  of  N.  B.  Stambaugh,  of  Greene 
County,  Iowa;  Luciel  M.  and  Dyer  M.  are  unmar¬ 
ried  ;  Albert  H.  and  Henry  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lamson  came  to  Mai’ion  in  1864,  and  at 
oixce  engaged  in  his  present  business.  He  first 
worked  as  a  journeyman,  and  soon  afterward 
opened  a  shop,  in  xvhich  he  carried  on  his  business 
until  1870,  when  his  son,  William  H.,  assumed  the 
management.  Mr.  L.  was  one  of  the  fh’st  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  horse  collar  in  this  State,  and  was 
the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  horse  collar  bearing 
his  name.  During  the  late  war  he  took  charge  of 
a  farm  for  his  brother,  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
army.  This  was  located  in  the  township  of  Bertram, 
in  this  county,  and  Mr.  L.  faithfully  attended  to 
his  brother’s  business  until  after  he  was  mustered 
out  and  able  to  resume  it  for  himself. 

Mrs.  Lamson,  a  most  amiable  and  estimable  lady, 
departed  this  life  at  Marion,  in  June,  1881.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large 
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circle  of  acquaintances.  In  the  family  circle  her 
worth  could  scarcely  be  estimated,  and  her  death 
has  left  a  vacancy  which  can  never  be  filled  in  the 
hearts  of  those  by  whom  she  is  so  deeply  lamented. 
Mr.  I  ,amson  is  also  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  cheerfully  and  liberally  contributes.  In 
former  times,  and  during  the  slave  agitation,  he 
was  a  radical  Abolitionist.  That  question  having 
been  practically  disposed  of,  the  temperance  ques¬ 


tion  engaged  his  attention,  and  he  is  now 
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T  ONATIIAN  R.  FINSON,  deceased,  was  a 
general  merchant  of  Central  City,  an  earty 
settler  of  Maine  Township,  and  the  senior 
member  of  the  than  of  J.  R.  Finson  &  Son.  He 
was  a  new  Englander  by  birth,  a  native  of  Maine, 
born  in  Danville,  Androscoggin  County,  Jan.  14, 
1811.  His  father,  Thomas  Finson,  was  born  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  his  grandfather,  also  named 
Thomas,  was  a  native  of  England,  coming  to  Amer¬ 
ica  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Cape  Ann,  Mass.  He  took  up  a  large  tract 
of  land  now  included  in  the  city  of  Gloucester. 
After  the  independence  of  the  colonists  had  been  es- 


strong 


Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  man  of  a  very  active  mind, 
a  good  thinker,  and  forms  intelligent  and  distinct 
opinions  upon  all  matters  of  public  interest.  He 
first  satisfies  himself  that  he  is  in  the  right,  and 
then  throws  the  weight  of  his  influence  in  that  di¬ 


rection.  The  reforms  which  have  been  brought 


about,  both  as  regards  human  liberty  and  the  use 
of  intoxicating  beverages,  are  due  to  just  such  men 
as  Samuel  C.  Lamson. 


tablished,  he  disposed  of  his  land,  moved  to  Maine, 
and  settled  on  that  portion  of  Pegypscot  claim  which 


is  now  included  in  the  city  of  Danville,  and  engaged 
mercantile  business  there.  He  purchased  his 


goods  in  Boston,  making  the  journey  back  and  forth 


on  horseback.  In  this  manner  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  was  occupied,  and  there  his  labors  ended.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Witham,  a  native  of  Cape  Ann, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  the 
father  of  our  subject  being  the  oldest  of  the  family. 
A  brother,  Ambrose,  settled  in  Hartland,  Somerset 


Bangor 


Co.,  Me. ;  John  D.  and  Jabez  located  in 
Betsy,  afterward  Mrs.  Tyler,  resided  in  Garland, 
Penobscot  County,  and  Sarah,  Mrs.  Stanchfield, 
made  her  home  in  Danville. 

Thomas  Finson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
young  boy  when  his  parents  removed  from  Cape 
Ann  to  Danville.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
the  latter  place,  married  there,  and  purchased  a 
farm  half  a  mile  from  Danville  Junction.  In  1824 
he  removed  to  Bangor,  purchased  a  farm  there, 
which  was  afterward  included  in  the  city  limits,  and 
there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Anna  Rowe,  a  native  of  Danville,  and 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Rowe,  who  was  born  in  Cape 
Ann,  Mass. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Finson 
included  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to 
years  of  maturity.  The  record  is  as  follows:  John 
D.  located  in  Morgan  County,  111.,  where  he  died ; 
Thomas  located  in  Bangor,  and  is  still  living  there; 
Jonathan  R.,  our  subject,  was  the  third  son;  Eliza¬ 
beth  D.  became  the  wife  of  David  Ames  and  lives 
at  Bangor;  William  H.  also  makes  his  home  in  Ban¬ 
gor;  Mary  A.  married  Daniel  F.  Hallan,  and  lives 
in  Hampton,  Me.;  Franklin  lives  in  California; 
Moses  R.  died  in  Colorado. 

Jonathan  R.  Finson  was  in  his  fourteenth  year 
when  his  parents  removed  from  his  native  town  to 
Bangor.  He  attended  the  public  schools  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  eighteen  years  of 


one-horse 
pay  for  his 


ware  as  traveling  salesman,  driving  a 
wagon  through  the  country,  taking  in 
wares  either  cash  or  such  articles  as  the  people  had 
in  exchange,  including  rags,  old  iron  and  hardware. 
He  was  occupied  in  this  manner  for  four  years,  and 
then,  in  company  with  his  brother  Thomas,  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  at  South  Levant.  They  kept 
a  general  store,  and  he  remained  thus  occupied  for 
two  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  father  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  old  farm.  Here  he  remained 
for  three  years,  then  opened  the  house  as  a  hotel 
and' performed  the  duties  of  “mine  host”  for  the 
following  three  years.  At  this  time  he  was  severely 
attacked  with  the  western  fever,  and  the  glowing 
accounts  which  came  from  the  young  Territory  of 
Iowa  stimulated  him  to  the  undertaking  of  seeking 
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He  then  engaged  with  a  manufacturer  of  tin- 
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his  fortune  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Accordingly 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1 839,  he  settled  up  his  affairs 
and  turned  his  face  westward.  While  he  had  been 
in  charge  of  the  homestead  his  brother  had  located 
in  Illinois,  in  Morgan  County,  and  he  made  this  his 
first  objective  point.  He  went  by  steamer  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  from  there  by  rail  to  Providence,  thence  by 
boat  to  New  York,  by  rail  to  Philadelphia,  by  canal 
and  stage  to  Wheeling,  from  there  to  Cincinnati  by 
team,  and  at  that  point  purchased  a  span  of  horses 
and  covered  wagon,  and  completed  his  journey  to 
Morgan  County,  Ill.  In  July  following  he  returned 
to  Maine,  located  near  Bangor,  and  re-engaged  in 
farming,  to  which  he  added  the  buying  and  selling 
of  stock.  lie  operated  thus  until  May,  1855,  when 
he  sold  out  and  carried  out  his  original  intention  of 
visiting  Iowa.  The  railroad  then  only  extended  to 
Rock  Island,  and  from  there  he  crossed  the  river  to 
Davenport  on  the  ferry,  thence  traveled  on  foot 
into  Linn  County.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with 
the  face  of  the  country,  and  purchased  a  farm  on 
section  10  of  Maine  Township.  A  log  cabin  stood 
upon  the  land  and  thirty  acres  were  broken.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  left  his  family  in  Davenport, 
but  after  he  made  his  location  he  returned  there 
for  them.  He  could  not  take  possession  of  his  new 
purchase  at  once,  and  was  obliged  to  rent  a  build¬ 
ing  in  which  to  shelter  his  family  until  fall.  He 
then  moved  into  his  own  log  cabin  and  remained 
there  until  1876.  In  the  spring  all  hands  set  them¬ 
selves  industriously  to  work  to  prepare  as  much 
land  as  they  could  for  the  reception  of  crops.  He 
was  prospered  in  his  labors,  cultivated  his  land  suc¬ 
cessfully,  planted  fruit  and  shade  trees,  and  erected 
a  good  house  and  corresponding  out-buildings.  He 
now  experienced  the  rich  reward  of  his  indus¬ 
try  and  perseverance.  The  soil  had  yielded  bounti¬ 
fully,  his  stock  and  crops  were  among  the  finest  in 
the  county,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his 
farmer  friends  and  the  comm  unity  at  large.  He 
was  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  county,  and  as 
opportunity  afforded  aided  her  moral  progress  by 
his  influence  and  her  more  material  interests  by  the 
more  substantial  means  at  his  command. 

The  marriage  of  James  R.  Finson  and  Miss  Ra¬ 
chel  Goss  occurred  May  14,  1834.  Mrs.  F.  was  a 
native  of  Danville,  Me.,  and  the  daughter  of  Joshua 


and  Louisa  Goss.  She  was  born  Sept.  10,  1810,  and 
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by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Finson  became  the  mother 
of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mary 
L.  is  the  wife  of  Morgan  Leonard  and  lives  in  Linn 
County,  Mo. ;  Edward  K.  married  Miss  Melissa  Wig-  7 
gins,  and  lives  in  Maine  Township;  Eliza  married 
J.  D.  Jordan,  and  also  lives  in  Maine  Township; 
Leo  K.  married  Miss  Ida  McKinney,  and  is  carry - 
rying  on  agriculture  in  the  township  above  named ; 
Thomas  G.,  the  third  son,  was  born  June  5,  1848; 
he  married  Miss  Ora  II.  Lewis,  and  they  are  both 
now  deceased,  two  children  being  left  orphans; 
George  was  born  March  12,  1841,  and  died  Aug. 
30, 1855  ;  Maria  C.,  born  Feb.  18,  1839,  died  March 
24, 1853;  Fesenden,  born  Feb.  28,  1882,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
March  3,  1852. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Finson,  with  Mrs. 
Namy  M.  Delano,  was  celebrated  May  22,  1853. 
She  is  a  native  of  Lincoln  Count}1’,  Me.,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Rodgers)  Hodg¬ 
kins,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  She  was  born 
Feb.  13,  1813,  and  was  married  to  Lewis  Delano  in 
1837.  He  was  a  native  of  Woolwich,  Me.,  a  sailor, 
and  first  officer  of  a  merchant  vessel;  he  died  at 
New  Orleans  in  1848.  The  maternal  grandmother 
of  Mrs.  F.  was  a  native  of  Boston,  and  was  named 
Nichols. 


In  1876  Mr.  Finson  abandoned  his  agricultural 
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pursuits  and  came  to  Central  City’ 
year  he  engaged  in  trade  in  company  with  his 
youngest  son,  Lee  R.,  and  they  carried  on  a  general 
store.  At  this  time  he  purchased  the  residence 
which  he  occupied  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
subsequently  erected  a  store  building  20x30  feet, 
and  two  stories  in  height.  He  served  six  years  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  the  first  in  the  town- 
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ship  to  keep  a  docket.  He  was  elected  Township 
Trustee,  and  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  aid  in  establishing  water  power,  and  took 
the  first  steps  toward  the  building  of  a  mill.  Ever 
since  his  arrival  here  he  interested  himself  in  the 
welfare  of  his  county  and  community,  often  lay¬ 
ing  aside  personal  interests  to  secure  some  ad¬ 
vantage  to  his  adopted  town.  Mr.  F.  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  good  standing  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
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Church,  having  served  as  Clerk  for  sixteen  years, 
and  was  always  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  lie  was  the  first  member  of  this  denomin¬ 
ation  in  his  section,  and  a  pioneer  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  society  and  the  erection  of  the  church 
building.  Mrs.  Pinson  is  an  active  member  of  the 
same  church. 

Politically  Mr.  Finson  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but 
since  the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  and  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  new  Republican  party,  he  heartily 
endorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter,  and  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  adherent  of  this  party  since  that  time  until  his 
demise,  which  took  place  Aug.  12,  1886. 


WILLIAM  M.  COOPER  is  a  farmer  now  liv¬ 
ing  on  his  pleasant  homestead  in  Rapids 
Township,  on  section  4.  This  consists  of 
eight}'  acres,  finely  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Cooper  located  on  the  site  of  his 
present  home  in  1854.  It  bore  but  little  compari¬ 
son  then  to  its  present  condition,  being  a  tract  of 
comparatively  wild  land,  which  has  required  the 
exercise  of  keen  foresight  and  excellent  judgment 
to  bring  to  its  present  condition.  This  little  farm 
is  embellished  with  a  fine  dwelling  and  first-class 
out-buildings.  The  land  is  watered  by  one  of  the 
purest  springs  in  the  State,  which  has  its  source  in 
the  rocks,  from  which  it  trickles  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  house,  and  furnishes  a  continuous  stream  of 
running  water.  This  spring,  it  is  anticipated,  will 
in  time  be  utilized  by  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  to 
furnish  water  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  of  good  old  English 
ancestry  and  nativity,  having  been  born  in  Lin¬ 


colnshire  Feb.  21,  1818.  His  father  was  a  farmer 

in  easy  circumstances,  by  name  Joseph  Cooper. 

He  also  was  reared  in  Lincolnshire,  and  was  united 

in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Thompson,  by  whom 

he  became  the  father  of  six  children.  The  parents, 

with  their  children,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 

in  1820,  and  located  in  Washington  County,  Ohio, 

where  they  remained  until  the  decease  of  the  father, 

i  which  occurred  when  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was 

a  lad  of  eleven  years.  In  due  time  the  mother  was 
•a  J 

married  to  John  Sharp,  a  farmer.  Mr.  Sharp  died  in 


1861,  in  Colorado.  Subsequently  the  mother  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Marion,  this  county,  and  died  in 
the  fall  of  1880,  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety 
years. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  William  M.  Cooper 
remained  at  home  with  his  mother,  continuing  with 
her  after  her  second  marriage  and  until  he  had 
nearly  attained  his  majority.  Then,  with  a  desire  of 
seeing  something  of  the  world,  and  acquiring  some¬ 
thing  he  could  call  his  own,  he  went  boating  on  the 
Big  Muskingum,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  and 
was  thus  engaged  until  after  he  had  attained  his  ma¬ 
jority.  He  became  a  skillful  pilot,  and  continued 
on  the  flat-boats  that  plied  the  above-named  rivers, 
which  business  at  that  day  was  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  one.  He  visited  New  Orleans  several 
times,  but  was  finally  attacked  with  rheumatism, 
and  was  obliged  to  quit  the  business.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  become  the  owner  of  a  craft. 
This  he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of,  and  he  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  this  State,  first  entering  land  in  Monroe 
Township,  this  county,  on  section  9.  He  afterward 
disposed  of  this,  and  purchased  the  tract  of  land 
which  now  constitutes  his  homestead.  This  prop¬ 
erty  stands  in  the  path  of  the  cyclone  which  swept 
through  this  part  of  the  State  in  June,  1860,  during 
which  his  house  was  demolished,  but  no  member  of 
it  was  very  seriously  injured  except  himself.  He  was 
caught  in  the  debris,  and  badly  crushed  about  the 
lower  limbs.  His  barn  and  horses  were  carried  some 
distance,  and  planted  squarely  on  the  ground,  with¬ 
out  sustaining  any  serious  damage.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  disaster  of  having  his  house  destroyed,  Mr. 
Cooper  in  nowise  lost  his  courage,  but  immediately  jj  ' 
set  about  re-establishing  the  home,  in  which  he  met 
with  admirable  results. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Cooper  occurred  in 
Washington  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  20,  1846.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  bride  was  Laura  A.  Evans,  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Ohio,  born  Nov.  19, 
1825.  The  little  household  embraced  five  children, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased :  Augusta  is  the  wife  of 
John  Stuckenbarger,  a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Mar¬ 
ion  Township;  Caroline  married  Joseph  Granger, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  and  the  dairy  business, 
and  they  reside  in  Marion;  Plimate  P.  wedded  F. 

S.  Cooper  (no  relative),  who  is  a  farmer,  and  they 


live  in  Buchanan  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Eddy,  and  they  are  carrying  on 
agriculture  successfully  in  Marion  Township ;  Will¬ 
iam  died  when  an  infant  five  mouths  old. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  cele¬ 
brated  near  Springville,  Linn  County,  Oct.  6,  1856. 
The  name  of  the  lady  was  Miss  Chloe  Dodd.  She 
was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  25,  1816, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Etheul  and  Elizabeth  (Tut¬ 
tle)  Dodd,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Amer¬ 
ican  ancestry.  They  were  occupied  in  the  peaceful 
occupation  of  farming,  and  the  father  died  in  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Pa.,  when  the  wife  of  our  subject  was 
a  young  lady  of  eighteen  years.  The  mother  was 
again  married,  came  to  Iowa  some  years  later,  and 
died  in  Marion  Township  in  1873,  having  attained 
over  fourscore  and  ten  years.  Mrs.  Cooper,  in 
company  with  a  younger  sister,  came  to  Linn 
County  in  1847.  and  her  home  has  since  been  in 
this  vicinity.  She  has  consequently  been  a  witness 
of  many  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  country, 
and  has  observed  with  satisfaction  its  advances  in 
wealth  and  civilization. 

William  M.  Cooper  is  a  highly  respected  citizen, 
possessing  the  confidence  of  his  community,  and  at 
one  time  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Monroe  Township  for  several  years;  indeed,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  Justices  who  held  the  office  in 
that  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  C.  was  formerly  an  active  and  earnest 
Republican,  but  has  latterly  become  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  temperance  movement,  which  he  en¬ 
dorses  with  all  the  strength  of  his  influence. 


ETER  A.  HEATON,  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life,  is  one  of  the  leading  general 
merchants  of  Central  City,  and  a  native  of 
Linn  County,  born  in  Maine  Township, 
Feb.  9,  1845.  His  father,  Alonzo  Heaton,  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  in  Pottsdam,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  County,  and  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Heaton, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  great  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Heaton,  was  a  New 
Englander  by  birth,  and  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
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tionary  War.  He  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Potts¬ 
dam,  and  after  the  independence  of  the  colonies 
was  established  he  returned  to  his  adopted  county 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  son, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  became  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  an  asheiy,  and  manufactured  potash  and 
pearlash  in  Pottsdam  for  some  years.  He  sold  out 
in  1835,  removed  to  Michigan,  started  an  asliery 
there,  and  operated  the  same  until  1839,  when  he 
resolved  to  come  into  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  He 
settled  in  Dubuque  for  two  years,  then  came  to 
Linn  County  and  entered  a  claim  in  Maine  Town¬ 
ship.  His  wife  had  departed  this  life  in  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  being  alone  he  finally  sold  his  claim  and 
went  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Orpha  Barber, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1848.  The  family  comprised  thirteen 
children,  six  sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity,  and  eleven  of  them  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Hiram.  Susan  became  the 
wife  of  John  Silley,  and  they  settled  in  Michigan; 
the  next  in  order  were  Samuel,  James,  Alonzo,  Or¬ 
pha  and  Martha;  the  latter  became  the  wife  of  J. 

B.  Cutler;  Lucretia  married  Ezekiel  Ballard,  and 
settled  in  Michigan;  next  was  a  daughter,  Lucinda; 

Sarah  married  Thomas  Jacobson,  and  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  N.  C.  Gillilan.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  rjjp=j] 
that  this  family  were  well  represented  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  country,  and  they  made  worthy  and  excel¬ 
lent  citizens. 

Alonzo  Heaton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  fifth  child  and  fourth  son  of  his  parents.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  married  j  J 
Rebecca  Poet,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret  Poet,  of  German 
ancestry.  She  had  previously  been  married  to  his 
elder  brother,  James.  After  marriage  they  removed 
from  Michigan  to  Iowa,  the  journey  being  made 
overland  with  teams  through  a  country  but  thinly 
settled,  and  over  almost  untraveled  roads.  The 
husband  made  a  claim  on  what  was  then  Township 
86,  but  is  now  Maine  Township,  and  built  a  log 
cabin,  in  which  they  established  themselves  as  com¬ 
fortably  as  possible.  He  commenced  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  farm,  was  rewarded  with  fair  success, 
and  remained  there  until  his  death  in  1848.  His 
widow  married  the  third  time  in  the  same  family, 
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her  hist  husband  being  Samuel  Ileaton,  a  brother 
of  the  other  two.  Samuel  Heaton  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  family.  When  he  lirst  came  to  this 
couuty  he  made  .a  claim  on  section  34,  township 
87,  range  (i,  which  he  sold  after  his  marriage,  when 
he  settled  on  the  place  which  his  brother  had  en¬ 
tered  previously.  In  a  short  time  he  also  sold  this 
and  purchased  a  claim  on  section  35  of  Jackson 
Township,  which  he  improved  and  cultivated  until 
1875.  Then  he  sold  this  also,  removed  to  Kansas, 
and  took  up  a  homestead  and  timber  claim  in 
Phillips  County.  There  he  improved  a  good  farm 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  decease  oc¬ 
curring  Feb.  8,  1886.  His  widow  survives  him 
and  still  lives  there.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  By  the  lirst  marriage  were  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  both  of  whom  died  young.  By  the  second, 
two  sons — the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  his  broth¬ 
er  Joseph;  the  latter  died  in  early  youth.  By  the 
third  marriage  were  five  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living:  James,  William,  Annie  (the  wife  of  J.  D. 
Matteson),  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Nathan  C.  All 
these  latter,  except  William,  live  in  Phillips  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kan.;  William  lives  in  Jackson  Township. 

Peter  A.  Heaton  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school.  During  the  Rebellion 
he  enlisted  as  a  soldier,  Oct.  11,  1862,  becoming  a 
member  of  Co.  K,  6th  Iowa  Vol.  Cav.,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  duties  led  him  to 
the  frontier.  He  served  bravely  and  faithfully,  and 
received  an  honorable  discharge  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  After  returning  from  the  army  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Maine  Township  on  section  1,  which  he 
operated  for  three  years,  then  sold  out  and  came 
to  Central  City,  and  in  1873  opened  a  store,  and 
was  in  trade  three  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  and  returned  to  his  former  occupation  as  a 
farmer.  lie  first  rented  a  tract  of  land,  and  then 
purchased  the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  Township, 
remaining  upon  it  until  1882,  when  he  sold  the 
farm,  came  to  Central  City,  and  engaged  in  the 
butchering  business  until  1886,  in  the  spring  of 
which  year  he  opened  his  present  place  of  business, 
which  he  has  carried  on  with  success. 

Peter  A.  Heaton  and  Miss  May  A.  Sawyer  were 
united  in  marriage  Dec.  31,  1865.  Mrs.  Heaton  is 


a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Middlesex 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Abner  A.  and  Sophia  - 
(Gillum)  Sawyer.  Their  marriage  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  all  living:  Susie, 
Curtis,  Maude  and  Benjamin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hea¬ 
ton  are  esteemed  members  of  society  and  regular  ' 
attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be¬ 
ing  connected  in  regular  membership  with  that 
society.  Mr.  Heaton  is  a  fair  and  square  business 
man,  and  a  general,  favorite  with  the  business  por¬ 
tion  of  Central  City.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


ON.  EDGAR  A.  WARNER.  The  career  of 
this  gentleman  presents  a  vivid  picture  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  from  a  humble 
beginning.  It  is  no  drawback  to  any  youth 
to  be  obliged  to  rely  upon  his  own  resources ;  noth¬ 
ing  is  better  calculated  to  stimulate  his  self-respect 
and  to  build  up  within  him  a  character  of  manliness 
and  true  courage.  The  history  of  Mr.  Warner  is 
identical  with  that  of  many  of  the  older  residents : 
of  the  Hawkeye  .State  who  started  out  alone  in  the 
world,  and  carved  out  their  fortunes  by  sheer  de¬ 
termination,  and  attained  a  position  of  which  they 
have  just  reason  to  be  proud. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Ebenezer  and 
Sarah  (Hamilton)  Warner.  They  were  natives  of 
Vermont  and  New  York  State  respectively,  and 
were  the  representatives  of  good  old  family  names 
whose  history  was  replete  with  good  deeds  and 
noble  lives.  They  settled  in  Livingston  County, 

N.  Y.,  after  their  marriage,  and  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  The  life  of  Ebenezer  Warner 
terminated  in  Livingston  County,  and  he  was  laid 
to  rest  in  its  soil.  The  mother  still  survives,  and 
resides  on  the  homestead  made  sacred  by  early 
memories.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  viz.:  Lucinda,  Edgar  A.,  Harriet,  Thomas  J.:  i 
and  Octavia. 

Edgar  A.  Warner  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 

N.  Y.,  Oct.  5,  1829,  and  started  out  for  himself 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  served  a  thor¬ 
ough  apprenticeship  at  the  millwright  business,  and 
has  followed  it  more  or  less  up  to  the  present  time. 

He  was  quick-witted  and  observant,  and  there  were:  i 
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veiy  few  things  passing  around  him  that  he  did  not 
notice.  With  very  little  experience  he  became  a 
skillful  civil  engineer  and  followed  this  occupation 
for  several  years  on  the  public  woi’ks  of  the .  State 
of  New  York.  He  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  the  spring  of  1854,  and  then  his  adventurous 
mind  led  him  to  desire  something  beyond  what  the 
limits  of  his  native  county  could  afford.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  set  his  face  westward,  traveled  through 
the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  crossed  the 
Father  of  Waters,  and  came  to  a  halt  in  the  Hawk- 
eye  State.  The  face  of  the  country  pleased  him, 
and  he  concluded  to  tarry  awhile.  His  first  busi¬ 
ness  was  to  obtain  employment,  in  which  he  suc¬ 
ceeded,  and  he  followed  his  trade  of  millwrighting 
for  about  one  year  in  Jackson  County.  Then  he 
went  into  Wisconsin,  roamed  over  the  Territories 
of  Minnesota  and  what  now  is  Dakota,  to  his  satis¬ 
faction,  and  completed  the  circle  of  his  travels  by 
returning  to  his  native  county  in  New  York  State. 
There  was  no  place  like  home,  and  he  concluded  to 
remain  for  a  time  amid  old  scenes  and  associations. 
He  had  accumulated  some  means,  notwithstanding 
his  wanderings,  and  while  tarrying  in  Livingston 
County,  erected  two  gristmills,  after  which  he  again 
went  to  Iowa,  and  remained  thei’e  until  the  fall  of 
1857,  in  Jackson  County,  when  he  proceeded  to 
Linn  County.  Previous  to  his  location  here  in 
Waubeek,  it  was  proposed  to  him  to  erect  a  grist¬ 
mill,  and  after  the  work  was  completed  he  was 
obliged  to  accept  land  in  payment  for  his  labor, 
and  consequently  became  a  resident  as  it  were,  by 
force.  He  was  not  displeased  at  this,  however,  as 
he  soon  found  himself  on  the  road  to  a  future  com¬ 
petency. 

When  rumors  of  war  began  to  be  heard  in  the 
land,  and  the  Rebellion  had  assumed  alarming  pro¬ 
portions,  Edgar  A.  Warner,  laying  aside  his  per¬ 
sonal  interests  and  the  demands  of  business,  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  Union.  Leaders 
must  be  had,  and  he  was  selected  as  one  well  cal¬ 
culated  to  fill  the  post  of  an  officer.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  organized  Company  H,  which  was  attached 
to  the  14th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  Mr.  Warner  was 
commissioned  as  Captain  of  the  company.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  until  the  spring  of  1863, 
and  then  was  promoted  Major  of  the  same  regi¬ 


ment,  which  position  he  occupied  until  he  was 
mustered  out  in  December,  1864.  He  participated 
in  all  "the  engagements  of  his  company  and  regi¬ 
ment,  and  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  was  taken  prisoner. 
This  was  on  April  6,  1862,  and  he  was  held  for  r 
seven  months,  and  finally  exchanged  in  October  of 
the  same  year.  His  place  of  confinement  was  in 
Talladega,  Ala.,  whence  he  was  removed  to  Selma, 
Ala.,  then  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  from  there  to  Madison, 
Ga.,  thence  to  Libby  Prison,  Richmond,  where  he 
was  exchanged.  After  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  Mr.  Warner  returned  to  Waubeek,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  contracting  and  building,  which  he  has 
followed  up  to  the  present.  During  the  years  of 
1879-81,  he  was  in  Nebraska,  engaged  in  building 
mills,  and  became  quite  noted  for  his  skill  and  ex¬ 
cellent  judgment  in  the  construction  of  these  man¬ 
ufactories. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Warner  and  Miss  Laura  A. 
Bennett  was  celebrated  in  November,  1862,  at 
Waubeek,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Warner  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Joanna  (Wiggins)  Bennett,  natives  of 
New  Hampshire.  They  were  married  in  Wakefield, 
and  settled  in  Tamworth,  that  State,  where  they 
remained  until  1857.  In  the  spring  of  that  year, 
feeling  confident  that  he  could  better  his  condition 
in  a  more  western  locality,  Mr.  Bennett  with  hi* 
wife,  emigrated  to  Linn  County  and  located  in 
Maine  Township,  where  they  remained  until  their 
decease.  The  father  was  fatally  injured  by  the 
kick  of  a  horse,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1871 ;  the  mother 
died  Dec.  8,  1872.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children — George  W.,  Eliza,  William  H.,  Laura  A. 
and  Joseph. 

Mrs.  Laura  A.  Warner  was  born  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  May  8,  1833.  By  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  five  children, 
and  the  record  is  as  follows:  Effie  is  the  wife  of 
Stewart  Kennedy  and  resides  in  Ayrshire,  Palo 
Alto  Co.,  Iowa)  Frank  died  March  28,  1871,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  months;  the  remaining  children  are, 
Charlie  B.,  Maude  L.  and  Sadie  B. 

Mr.  Warner  was  elected  to  the  Iowa  Legislature 
in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  served  one  term.  He  was, 
for  a  portion  of  the  time,  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  the  Committee  on  Expenditures,  and 
a  member  of  other  important  committees  during 
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the  sessions  of  that  year.  lie  has  been  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  two  terms, 
and  lias  held  other  minor  ollices.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  also  a  member  of  Mar¬ 
vin  Mills  Post  No.  212,  G.  A.  R. 

During  his  army  experience  Mr.  Warner  was  de¬ 
tailed  on  Gen.  A.  G.  Smith’s  Staff  as  Provost-Mar¬ 
shal  of  the  16th  Army  Corps,  and  prior  to  that 
time  he  had  served  ten  months  on  the  Military 
Commission  at  Columbus,  Ky.  He  was  there  de¬ 
tailed  to  muster  the  State  troops  of  Tennessee  into 
the  United  States  service.  Among  these  was  in¬ 
cluded  the  13th  Tennessee  Infantry,  which,  with  the 
commanding  officer,  Col.  Bradford,  was  massacred 
at  Ft.  Pillow. 

The  career  of  Hon.  Edgar  A.  Warner  has  been 
an  interesting  one  to  follow.  It  has  shown  a  man 
who  proved  capable  to  a  surprising  degree,  in 
adapting  himself  to  all  the  circumstances  of  a  busy 
and  varied  life.  As  a  citizen  he  has  performed 
his  part  well,  and  as  a  soldier,  most  nobly.  He  has 
lost  none  of  his  youthful  energy  of  character,  and 
were  he  put  to  the  test  there  is  no  doubt  he  would 
display  the  same  bravery  and  earnestness  of  pur¬ 
pose  that  characterized  him  in  his  younger  years. 
He  has  a  fine  homestead  in  Waubeek,  besides  other 
property.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  endorsing 
the  principles  of  that  party  with  all  the  conscien¬ 
tiousness  and  energy  which  has  characterized  his 
conviction  upon  all  other  questions  of  the  day. 
He  has  made  his  ineffaceable  mark  in  this  part  of 
the  Hawkeye  State,  and  as  a  citizen,  his  place  when 
made  vacant,  will  be  a  difficult  one  to  fill. 


LIPIIALET  S.  REMINGTON,  an  esteemed 
IW)  farmer  of  Linn  Township,  owns  and  occupies 
a  comfortable  homestead  on  section  1 .  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  Nov.  13,  1845.  He 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools, 
the  latter  part  of  it  being  completed  in  this  State  af¬ 
ter  the  removal  of  his  parents  here.  He  is  the  son 
of  M.  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Gamberton)  Remington, 
and  wais  a  young  child  of  four  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  into  Iowa.  Most  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  upon  a  farm,  the  labors  of  which  he  has  alter- 


Linn 


mated  with  teaching  school,  having  taught  in 
County  for  thirteen  winters  successively. 

Mr.  Remington  is  the  proprietor  of  seventy-four s 
acres  of  good  land.  He  was  married  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship  Nov.  1,  1871,  to  Miss  Cordelia,  daughter  of 
Leonard  and  Elizabeth  (Cauke)  Anderson.  Mrs. 
R.  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  13,  1854,5; 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the: 
mother  of  one  child — a  son,  Guy  A.,  born  May  2,3 
1881. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  the  mother  of  Mr. 3 
Remington  was  married  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Webster,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  part  of  this 
work. 

Politically  Mr.  Remington  is  identified  with  the: 
Republican  party.  He  is  leading  a  quiet  and  unos¬ 
tentatious  life  as  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor 
and  generous  friend,  and  filling  his  position  in  life: 
as  the  promoter,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  of  every 
good  work  and  purpose  socially,  morally,  religiously 
and  politically. 
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RANK  MITTYALSKY  is  one  of  the  leading 
butchers  of 


Cedar  Rapids,  dealing  in  all 
kinds  of  choice  meats,  and  carrying  on  his 

- 

business  in  a  highly  successful  manner.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  city  for  fourteen  years,  and  in  a 
the  fall  of  1870  established  his  present  business,  being 

to|l 
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He  was  obliged 


located  at  No.  44  First  street, 
suspend  operations  for  a  while  on  account  of  im 
paired  health,  and  for  three  years  was  scarcely  able  ; 
to  superintend  it,  but  on  recovering  resumed  his  oc¬ 
cupation  with  all  the  old  energy  and  enterprise.  He 


has  established  a  good  trade  and  accumulated  con¬ 


siderable  property 
residence  at  No.  303  Second  street,  which  he  built 


He  occupies  a  handsome  brick  ■ 


himself,  and  also  erected  his  present  commodious. 

Q:  l 

ll 

Bohemian 

UK  l 


market  house. 

Mr.  Mittvalsky  is  a  native  of  that 
Province  which  has  contributed  so  largely  to  the;; 
development  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  was  born; 
in  October,  1843,  and  remained  with  his  parents: 
until  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
His  father  bears  the  same  name  as  himself,  was  born 
in  the  same  Province,  followed  the  same  occupa- 
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tion,  and  is  still  living  in  his  native  country,  as  is 
also  the  mother.  In  1871,  the  year  following  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  New  World,  feeling  that  his  means 
would  justify  the  proceeding,  he  proffered  his  hand 
to  Miss  Frances  Dobrovsky,  and  their  marriage  was 
celebrated  in  the  same  year.  This  lady  is  a  native 
of  Bohemia,  and  was  born  in  July,  1849.  She  came 
to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  when  a  child 
of  six  years  old,  and  remained  at  home  until  her 
marriage. 

Five  children  completed  the  home  circle  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mittvalsky,  but  they  have  been  bereft  of 
one  by  death.  The  living  are  Frank,  Emma,  Ed¬ 
die  and  Mary.  The  name  of  the  deceased  was 
Nora.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  are  generous  and  liberal- 
minded,  paying  much  attention  to  the  condition  of 
their  own  countrymen  in  their  vicinity.  Whenever 
they  can  assist  in  time  of  trouble,  sickness  or 
death,  they  are  ready  to  render  financial  aid  and  sym-* 
pathy.  They  are  greatly  respected  and  esteemed 
in  their  community.  Mr.  M.  is  a  member  of  the 
solid  Democracy.  He  knows  what  he  believes,  and 
is  fearless  in  the  expression  of  his  convictions. 


ETER  P.  MAZANEK,  a  resident  of  College 
Township,  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  Bohemian  element  which  has  contribu¬ 
ted  so  much  toward  the  building  up  of  the 
agricultural  districts  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He 
owns  160  acres  on  section  6,  and  another  fine  tract 
of  twenty  acres,  both  in  the  above  township,  and 
a  like  amount  on  section  6  of  Putnam  Township. 

Mr.  M.  was  borne  in  Racine  County,  Wis.,  in 
Caledonia  Township,  June  15,  1853.  His  father, 
John  Mazanek,  was  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  united 
in  marriage  in  his  native  country  with  Miss  Cather¬ 
ine  Michalic,  a  native  of  the  same  Province.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children — John,  Mary 
and  Francis,  all  of  whom  are  living.  After  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  this  little  family,  they  resolved  to  emigrate 
to  the  New  World.  After  reaching  American 
shores  they  proceeded  to  Wisconsin,  which  was  then 
rapidly  settling  up  with  a  large  proportion  of  intel¬ 
ligent,  foreign  population.  They  settled  upon  a 


tract  of  wild  land  in  the  timber,  which  required  the 
exercise  of  exhaustive  labor  to  clear,  render  inhab¬ 
itable,  and  prepare  for  cultivation.  Thereafter  two 
little  children  were  added  to  the  family  circle,  our 
subject,  and  his  sister  Catherine,  who  died  while  ai 
infant  of  three  months.  Thinking  to  better  theii 
condition,  the  parents  soon  after  this  went  into  the 
State  of  Iowa,  locating  in  Linn  County,  College 
Township,  in  April,  1867.  They  took  up  land  on 
section  29,  where  the  father  prosecuted  his  labors 
diligently  and  satisfactorily.  His  excellent  wife 
proved  a  true  helpmeet,  and  they  labored  indus¬ 
triously  together,  and  finally  received  the  reward  of 
their  labors  in  a  competency,  and  are  now  living  in 
retirement,  passing  their  latter  da}Ts  in  peace  and 
comfort  upon  the  old  homestead  now  carried  on  by 
their  son,  our  subject.  The  father  and  mother  are 
aged  seventy-one  and  sixty-two  respectively. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  our  subject  became 
an  apprentice  under  his  cousin  Frank  Ziman,  of  Ra¬ 
cine,  Wis.,  with  whom  he  served  three  years,  then 
returned  home  and  remained  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  Jan.  12,  1875.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Catherine  Rohlena,  and  she  was 
born  in  Iowa  City,  Sept.  12,  1857.  She  came  to 
Linn  County  with  her  parents  when  a  child  of  six 
years,  and  remained  there  until  her  marriage  with 
our  subject.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
six  children — Peter  lb,  Jr.,  Mary  A.  and  Ann  M. 
(twins),  Edward  J.,  Catherine  F.  and  Robert  W. 
Mr.  and. Mrs.  Mazanek  are  earnest  adherents  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  and  politically  Mr.  M.  is  a  stanch 
Democrat.  He  is  an  esteemed  member  of  his  com 
munity,  and  holds  the  office  of  Township  Trustee. 


OSEPII  POSPISHIL  is  a  leading  grocery- 
man  of  Cedar  Rapids,  his  store  being  located 
at  No.  382  First  Street  West,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  transactions  in  groceries 
also  makes  feed  and  flour  a  specialty.  The  business 
was  established  in  1874,  and  associated  with  him  is 
one  of  his  sons,  the  firm  doing  business  under  the 
style  and  title  of  Pospishil  &  Son.  They  began 
business  with  limited  means  and  were  assisted  by 
friends  in  their  first  effort  at  merchandising.  Their 
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obligations  were  always  met  promptly  and  in  this  way 
they  gained  the  confidence  of  the  community.  They 
command  a  large  city  and  country  trade  and  are 
rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
prominent  firms  in  the  city. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Bohemia, 
April  17,  1832.  Ilis  father,  also  named  Joseph, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  there  reared 
and  married  to  Miss  Frances  Lawrence,  who  was  a 
native  of  the  same  Province  as  her  husband.  They 
became  the  proud  parents  of  three  sons — Joseph, 
Frank  and  John,  and  stimulated  to  greater  exer¬ 
tions  by  the  advent  of  these  promising  lads,  they 
resolved  to  seek  in  the  United  States  a  better  con¬ 
dition  for  themselves  and  their  offspring.  Their 
hopes,  however,  were  not  realized  as  soon  as  they 
desired.  In  the  meantime  these  sons  had  nearly  ar¬ 
rived  at  years  of  maturity,  and  one  of  them  re¬ 
mained  in  his  native  land  while  the  parents  with 
their  eldest,  Joseph,  and  their  youngest,  John,  came 
to  the  United  States.  This  was  in  1855,  and  two 
years  later  Frank,  already  married,  with  his  wife, 
joined  the  balance  of  the  family. 

The  family  settled  in  Putnam  Township,  near 
what  is  now  the  village  of  Ely.  They  located  upon 
an  unimproved  tract  of  land  and  set  themselves  en¬ 
ergetically  to  work  to  improve  and  cultivate  it. 
By  unwearying  industry  they  succeeded  in  estab¬ 
lishing  a  comfortable  home  and  remained  there  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son  and  our  subject, 
then  came  to  West  Cedar  Rapids,  where  his  father 
soon  joined  him  and  where  he  remained  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-three  years.  The  mother  is  yet  living,  making 
her  home  with  her  eldest  son,  and  is  an  intelligent 
old  lady  of  about  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Joseph  Pospishil  and  Miss  Maggie  Zenshek  were 
married  Feb.  20,  1862.  Mrs.  P.  is  a  Bohemian  lady 
and  was  born  May  16,  1839.  She  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  in  1853,  and  they  set¬ 
tled  in  Johnson  County,  this  State.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  both  parents  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  She  remained  under  the  paternal  roof  un¬ 
til  her  marriage,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  P.  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased.  The  record  of  the  living  is  as  follows : 
Joseph  L.  is  connected  with  his  father  in  the  mer- 


the  ;  ; 


cantile  business  and  is  a  promising  young  man  of 
sterling  worth  of  character;  Anna  D.  is  the  wife  of 
John  Fackler  and  they  reside  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Fourth  avenue,  West  side;  Mr.  F.  is  a  machinist 
and  a  skillful  workman;  Benjamin  R.,  Emma  S., 
Maggie  B„  Lillie  II.  and  Mary  L.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Pospishil  owns  three  lots,  upon  which  are 
erected  brick  business  houses,  two  stories  high,  and  \ 
feed  store  in  connection,  and  two  good  dwellings,  jj 
His  possessions  have  been. accumulated  by  the  exer-  jj 
cise  of  his  own  industry,  economy  and  good  judg¬ 
ment.  He  is  now  leading  an  easier  life  and  enjoy-  P 
ing  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors.  He  also  enjoys 
the  well-merited  confidence  of  his  community,  and 
is  doing  his  share  toward  the  building  up  of 
business  portion  of  it.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  poli¬ 
tics,  and  votes  uniformly  and  conscientiously  with 
his  party. 


GRACE  N.  BROWN.  Among  the  old  set¬ 
tlers  of  this  county  who,  coming  here  at  an 
early  day,  have  passed  through  all  the  trials 
incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  ^ 
and  a  gentleman  who,  through  his  energy,  perse-  ' 
verance  and  good  judgment,  is  enabled  to  pass  the 
sunset  of  life  in  peace  and  quiet  and  in  the  enjoy-  '  [ 
ment  of  a  handsome  competency,  is  he  of  whom 
we  write.  His  parents  were  Nathan  and  Tamar 
(Lyon)  Brown.  The  father  was  born  in  Salem 
Center,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  good  wife 
in  Dutchess  County,  that  State.  They  were  mar-  \ 
ried  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  removing  thence  ■ 
to  Buffalo,  where  they  lived  until  after  the  War  of 
1812,  when  they  removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa. 

In  1838  our  subject’s  parents  went  to  Kane  • 
County,  Ill.,  and  located  at  Geneva,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  1840.  They  then  re-  fc 
moved  to  this  State,  and  settled  in  Brown  Town-  } 
ship,  this  county,  where  the  father  entered  Govern- 


The  old  folks  continued  to  live  and  labor  in  that 


ment  land  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  : 

“fi 

township  until  their  death,  his  taking  place  Nov.  :  ] 
25,  1842,  and  hers  March  25,  1867.  Their  union  :  J 

-  q 

was  blest  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infanqy,  th,e  remaining  four  living  to  attain 
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the  age  of  man  and  womanhood.  They  were 
named  as  follows:  Maria,  Betsy,  Harriett,  Amanda 
and  Horace  N.  Maria  became  the  wife  of  Gilbert 
Travis,  a  resident  of  this  State;  Betsy  married 
John  Lyon,  and  has  gone  to  join  the  silent  major¬ 
ity  on  the  other  shore ;  Harriett  and  Soloman  Peck- 
ham  were  united  in  marriage,  and  he  lost  his  life 
while  defending  his  country’s  flag  during  the  late 
Civil  War;  Amanda  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Pickney,  and  has  crossed  the  river  of  death  to  meet 
her  friends  upon  the  other  shore. 

Horace  N.  Brown  was  born  in  Erie  County,. Pa., 
April  6,  1822,  and  his  education  was  received  in 
Linn  Township,  this  county,  in  a  log  school-house, 
it  being  the  first  one  built  in  Linn  County,  and  our 
subject  had  a  hand  in  its  ei’ection,  drawing  the  logs 
with  a  yoke  of  cattle  for  its  construction.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1839,  when  seventeen  years 
old,  and  has  continued  to  reside  here  since  that 
time,  with  the  exception  of  about  one  year,  1850, 
which  was  spent  in  California.  He  made  the  trip 
overland,  and  returned  via  the  Isthmus.  His  pur¬ 
pose  in  visiting  that  State  was  to  engage  in  mining, 
and  after  meeting  with  fair  success  and  returning 
to  this  county,  he  again  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  and  stock-raising,  which  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Brown  is  the  proprietor 
of  700  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  has  erected 
good  and  substantial  buildings  upon  his  home  farm, 
and  keeps  from  300  to  400  head  of  cattle,  35  head 
of  horses  and  colts,  and  fattens  about  300  head  of 
hogs  annually. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  Dec.  22,  1853,  in  Ash¬ 
land,  Ohio,  to  Julia  A.  Chapman,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  and  Ruth  (Hardinger)  Chapman,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
that  State,  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio,  where  her  father  died  in  1837.  His 
good  wife  afterward  removed  to  De  Kalb  County, 
Ind.,  where  she  died.  They  had  thirteen  children 
— William,  Nathaniel,  Daniel,  Sarah  A.,  Julia  A., 
Wilson,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Lewis,  Nancy,  Jane, 
Ellen  and  Richard.  Julia  A.  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  June  15,  1828. 

Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  County  Treas¬ 
urer,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years; 
in  fact  he  was  elected  to  the  latter  office  shortly 


after  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  has  also 
held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  township, 
and  has  been  President  of  the  School  Board  for 
many  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity,  and  religiously  a  believer  in  the 
tenets  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
denomination  he  belongs,  and  has  been  for  thirty 
years  a  Steward  and  Trustee  in  a  congregation  of 
that  denomination.  In  politics  he  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Democratic  party,  but,  being  a  Pro¬ 
hibitionist,  and  believing,  the  Republican  party  is 
more  apt  to  adopt  his  ideas  in  that  direction,  he 
votes  with  it.  Brown  Township  was  named  after 
the  father  of  our  subject,  Nathan  Brown.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  on 
coming  to  this  county  became  thoroughly  identi¬ 
fied  with  its  development  and  prosperity. 


R.  ROSS,  D.  D.  S.,  a  prominent  and  skillful 
member  of  the  dental  profession  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  located  on  Third  avenue  at  No. 
54.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and 
was  born  Aug.  16,  1850.  His  parents  were  Abner 
S.  and  Esther  Ross.  His  father,  in  earlier  years, 
was  a  wagon  manufacturer  and  a  skilled  blacksmith. 
He  came  into  Iowa  in  1853,  making  his  first  location 
near  Victor,  Poweshiek  County,  where  he  followed 
his  regular  business,  and  in  1857  removed  to  Cha¬ 
pin,  Franklin  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  still  remains  and 
is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  pa¬ 
rental  family  consisted  of  four  children,  of  whom 
one  is  deceased.  The  living  are:  M.  H.,  F.  R.  and 
James  M. 

Dr.  Ross  remained  with  his  parents  during  his 
earlier  years,  assisting  in  the  lighter  duties  on  the 
farm  and  attending  the  common  schools.  He  after¬ 
ward  entered  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  where 
he  studied  for  three  years,  then  attended  the  Dav¬ 
enport  Business  College,  graduating  from  there 
in  1871.  He  was  then  occupied  as  a  clerk  in  the 
employ  of  William  G.  Bead,  of  Hampton,  and  after¬ 
ward  with  Isaac  Robertson,  of  the  same  place.  He 
had  studied,  however,  with  a  view  to  a  professional 
life,  and  entered  upon  a  course  of  study  with  Dr. 
Harriman  at  Hampton,  which  he  pursued  for  two 
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years,  at  the  same  time  receiving  instruction  in 
dentistry  from  his  brother,  RI.  II.  Ross,  in  Hamp¬ 
ton.  lie  then  commenced  the  practice  of  dentistry, 
which  he  continued  up  to  the  fall  of  188:3,  when 
he  entered  the  Dental  Department  of  the  Iowa  State 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1884.  In 
1885  he  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  since 
continuously  and  successfully  been  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

In  February,  1879,  Mr.  Ross  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Ella  Swift,  a  native  of  Elyria.  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  Joseph  Swift.  Of  their  union  two 
children  have  been  born — Joseph  F.  and  Sarah  E. 
They  are  pleasantly  situated  and  surrounded  by  the 
comforts  of  modern  life. 

Politically  Dr.  Ross  is  strongly  Republican,  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  also  of  the  Iowa  Dental  Association 
and  the  American  Dental  Association. 
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FORCE  W.  SMITH,  a  gentleman  in  the 
prime  of  life,  is  one  of  the  prominent  farm¬ 
ers  and  valued  citizens  of  College  Township, 
lives  on  a  fine  tract  of  land  embracing  240 
acres,  located  on  sections  22  and  4  of  College 
Township.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born 
in  Boone  County,  Sept.  19,  1853.  (For  the  history 
of  his  parents  see  sketch  of  John  Smith,  given  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.) 

George  W.  Smith  was  one  year  old  when  his 
parents  left  Indiana,  proceeded  to  Iowa,  and  loca¬ 
ted  in  this  county.  He  remained  under  the  paren¬ 
tal  roof  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  assisting 
in  the  labors  on  the  farm  and  obtaining  a  common- 
school  education,  which  he  completed  at  Western 
College.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  teach 
in  the  public  schools,  and  was  thus  engaged  until 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  College  Township, 
the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Amelia  Borg- 
hart.  She  was  born  April  15,  1862,  in  the  above- 
named  township,  where  she  was  also  reared  and 
educated.  By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  two  children,  George  F.  and 
Charles  R. ;  the  former  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Smith  settled  on  his  present  homestead  one 


year  after  his  marriage,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture  and  stock¬ 
growing.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  of  which 
Mr.  S.  is  Trustee.  At  present  he  is  Township 
Clerk,  and  has  held  other  minor  offices  within  the 
gift  of  his  community.  He  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  solid  Democracy,  the  furtherance  of  whose  prin¬ 
ciples  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  good  of  the 
community  and  the  country  at  large. 

-  t  ££3W,«I2E8  i  Ssss — =—— 

EDWIN  J.  ESGATE,  Superintendent  of  the 
City  Schools  of  Marion  since  1885,  and 
Principal  of  the  High  School  since  1884,  is  a 
native  of  the  Ilawkeye  State,  born  in  Jackson 
County,  near  Sabula,  Jan.  15,  1862.  He  is  the  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Hathaway)  Esgate,  and 
received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sabula.  He  subsequently  took  a  course  at  Cor¬ 
nell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  which  embraced  the  clas¬ 
sical  and  normal  departments,  and  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1884.  His  experience  as  a  teacher  has 
been  thorough,  and  he  was  Principal  of  the  schools 
of  Gilman,  Marshall  County,  previous  to  taking  his 
present  position.  Under  his  charge  are  the  pupils 
of  three  buildings,  comprising  twelve  departments, 
in  which  are  employed  thirteen  teachers  besides  the 
.Superintendent.  The  enrollment  averages  650. 
Mr.  Esgate  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  at  Marion,  and  to  his  experience  and  emi¬ 
nent  talent  for  this  department  of  work,  is  due  to 
a  great  extent,  the  present  excellent  condition  of 
the  city  schools  of  Marion.  He  is  greatly  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  gives  to  it  ap¬ 
parently  all  his  time  and  all  his  energies. 

Mr.  Esgate  was  married  to  Miss  May  A.  Treat, 
in  Marion,  June  17,  1885.  Mrs.  Esgate  is  the 
daughter  of  Garry  Treat,  and  was  born  in  Marion, 
Ang.  27,  1862.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  her  mother  of  Indiana,  and  they  have 
been  residents  of  this  county  since  1856.  They 
are  most  excellent  people,  of  good  education  and 
highly  cultivated,  and  are  both  living  in  Marion. 
Benjamin  Esgate,  the  father  of  our  subject,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Maryland,  and  the  mother  of  Vermont. 
They  are  still  living,  and  are  residents  of  Sabula. 
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Mr.  Esgate  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  -all  matters  pertaining  to 
i  ;  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  country  at 
i|  large.  He  is  a  fine  scholar,  and  is  well  adapted  to 

i  fill  the  post  of  instructor  for  the  young.  Under  his 
1 38 

:  tuition  study  becomes  a  pleasurable  task  instead  of 
an  irksome  duty.  These  qualities  are  almost  in- 
ip  dispensable  to  the  success  of  a  teacher,  and  the 
: jj  standing  which  Mr.  Esgate  lias  attained  among  the 
educators  of  the  State  is  an  indication  of  his  fit¬ 
ness  for  the  position  which  he  occupies. 
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OSEPH  SMITH,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Linn 
County,  who,  with  his  estimable  wife,  has 
done  much  toward  making  this  one  of  the 
best  counties  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa,  for 
the  last  several  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  pur- 
y  :  suit  of  farm  life  in  Maine  Township,  his  residence 
being  located  on  section  29.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Woodring)  Smith,  who  are  men- 
5  tioned  at  some  length  in  the  sketch  of  Daniel  Smith, 
given  in  this  volume.  Joseph  was  born  in  Picka- 
}  ;3  way  County,  Ohio,  May  31,  1834.  Here  he  was 
reared  until  nearly  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  in 
May,  1850,  he  came  to  Linn  Count}’.  During 
these  years  he  had  received  quite  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  improving  the  advantages  offered  bjT  the  dis¬ 
trict  schools.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
his  father  built  a  sawmill  on  Buffalo  Creek,  and 
although  up  to  this  time  Joseph  had  devoted  his 
time  to  farm  labor,  he  took  charge  of  this  mill,  and 
in  its  management  displayed  good  business  tact. 
Most  of  the  time  for  the  following  eight  years  was 
given  to  the  mill,  when  he  engaged  in  farming, 
again  settling  in  Buffalo  Township.  He  previously 
taught  for  five  terms  in  Buffalo  Township,  teach¬ 
ing  the  first  school  at  Central  City,  which  was  a 
subscription  school.  He  erected  a  house  at  this 
place,  and  during  the  winter  of  1856-57,  he 
opened  it  for  this  school,  which  was  the  first  one 
ever  held  in  Central  City. 

In  the  autumn  of  1869  Mr.  Smith  went  to  Wau- 
beek  and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
company  with  C.  A.  Huston,  under  the  firm  name 
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of  Smith  &  Huston.  The  following  five  years  the 
firm  did  quite  a  good  business,  when  Mr.  Smith, 
desiring  to  retire  from  the  firm,  sold  out  to  his 
partner  and  bought  a  200-acre  farm  on  sections 
20  and  29,  Maine  Township.  To  this  he  moved, 
locating  his  residence  on  the  latter  section,  where 
he  has  since  made  most  excellent  improvements, 
erecting  substantial  buildings.  His  acreage  has 
also  been  increased  to  240  acres  in  this  township. 

It  was  on  the  27th  of  July,  1858,  that  the  nup¬ 
tials  of  Mr.  Joseph  Smith  and  Rebecca  Shoemaker 
were  celebrated  at  Anamosa,  this"  State.  Mrs. 
Smith  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susannah  (Nic- 
odemus)  Shoemaker,  and  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  April  2,  1842.  A  family  of  seven 
children  have  come  into  the  home,  of  whom  the 
following  brief  mention  is  given :  Arthur  L.,  the 
eldest,  married  Lizzie  Keithley,  and  resides  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township;  Clara  A.  is  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Fox, 
of  Waubeek;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  James  F.  Fonca- 
non,  and  resides  in  Missouri:  Charles  E.  died  in 
infancy ;  the  others,  Harry  E.,  Burleigh  M.  and 
Jennie  M.,  reside  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  quite  prominently  identified 
with  the  public  affairs  of  the  township,  and  al¬ 
though  not  seeking  office,  has  held  the  position  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  both  in  Buffalo  and  Maine 
Townships,  as  well  as  Township  Trustee  and  School 
Director.  Politically  he  is  identified  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  has  been  since  its  organization. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 


ARTIN  FACKLER.  Among  the  old  and 
respected  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  is  Mar¬ 
tin  Fackler,  a  retired  farmer,  who,  having 
worked  honestly  and  faithfully  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  is  now  resting  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  fruits  of  his  labor.  He  was  born  March  19, 
1834,  in  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  Valentine  and 
Elizabeth  (Miller)  Fackler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland,  respectively.  They  came  to  Elk¬ 
hart  County,  Ind.,  and  carried  on  a  large  farm,  re¬ 
maining  there  until  1826,  when  Mr.  Fackler  sold 
out  and  came  to  Louisa  County,  this  State,  and 
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purchased  a  farm.  After  remaining  there  for  three 
years  they  removed  to  Johnson  County  and  pur¬ 
chased  another  farm,  on  which  they  lived  until 
their  death. 

When  Valentine  Fackler  first  came  to  Johnson 
County  his  nearest  neighbor  was  live  miles  distant, 
and  the  nearest  mill  and  market  sixty  miles.  There 
were  no  houses  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  Indians 
were  all  around.  There  was  no  lack  of  food,  for 
deer  and  wild  game  were  to  be  had  in  abundance. 
Valentine  Fackler  was  a  strong  Democrat.  Of  his 
family  of  seven  children  six  are  now  living — John, 
a  resident  of  Arizona;  Jacob,  a  resident  of  Ne¬ 
braska;  Michael,  residing  in  Linn  County ;  Samuel, 
a  resident  of  the  same  county ;  Sarah  is  now  Mrs. 
Statzer,  of  Johnson  County,  this  State,  and  Martin 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Martin  Fackler  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  father  in  the  labors  on  the  place  until 
twenty-two  3'ears  old,  his  education  being  obtained 
by  attending  the  district  school.  After  leaving 
the  old  home  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Johnson 
and  Linn  Counties,  and  purchased  a  farm  of 
seventy  acres,  on  which  he  lived  one  year.  He 
then  rented  the  same  for  four  years,  but  afterward 
sold  it  and  purchased  120  acres,  then  eighty,  and 
finally  seventy-three  acres,  and  lived  on  that  for 
fifteen  years.  On  his  first  land  he  built  the  cus¬ 
tomary  log  house,  14  x  20  feet,  and  broke  and  im¬ 
proved  the  land,  planting  trees,  etc.  On  his  second 
farm -he  erected  a  fine  stone  residence,  containing 
eight  rooms  above  a  basement,  costing  $3,000. 
Besides  this  handsome  improvement  he  put  up  a 
good  barn  and  other  out-buildings.  Though  liv¬ 
ing  in  Cedar  Rapids  he  still  owns  his  farms.  On 
his  removal  to  the  city,  in  1881,  he  purchased  a 
lot  and  two  houses  on  Fourth  street  and  Fourth 
avenue,  where  he  resided  for  three  years.  I11  1884 


he  secured  two  lots  on  First  street,  at  the  corner 
of  Eighth  avenue,  and,  at  the  expense  of  $1,200, 
erected  a  comfortable  dwelling,  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  Later  he  purchased  a  house  and  lot  on 
Third  avenue,  at  a  cost  of  $1,250. 

Our  subject,  in  1855,  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 


A.,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Annie  (Barron) 
Riegel.  They  were  natives  of  Austria,  and  came 
to  America  in  1842,  spending  their  first  winter  at 


Milwaukee.  The  following  spring  they  moved 
into  Iowa,  and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in 
Johnson  County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  Riegel  was  a  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturer  in  Austria,  carrying  on  business  there 
until  his  emigration  to  America.  They  had  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  children,  to  all  of  whom  he  gave  an  ex¬ 
cellent  education;  three  are  now  living:  John  is 
still  a  resident  of  Austria,  and  one  of  that  country’s 
prominent  men,  having  served  as  Senator  at  Vi¬ 
enna;  Annie  is  now  Mrs.  Woitishek,  her  husband 
being  a  prominent  merchant  and  grain-dealer  at 
Ely,  this  county;  and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject. 

Mr.  Fackler  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely :  John  J.  married  Anna  D.  Pos- 
pishil,  and  is  engaged  in  the  machinist  business  at 
Cedar  Rapids;  Edward  A.  is  engaged  with  his 
brother  in  the  same  business;  William  S.  is  now  at 
College.  Politically  Mr.  Fackler  is  a  Republican. 
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BRAIIAM  F.  ST  AMY,  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  farmers  of  Linn  County,  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  April  7,  1837,  and 
@jjj  now  resides  on  section  20,  in  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship.  He  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Susanna  (Fore¬ 
man)  Starny,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father 
was  born  Oct.  2,  1808,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1886;  the 
mother  was  born  in  1810,  and  died  in  I860.  They 
had  six  children,  as  follows:  Solomon,  Sarah,  John, 
Abraham,  George  and  Susanna. 

Mr.  Stamy  came  to  Iowa  April  23,  1865.  He 
now  owns  140  acres  of  fine  land,  upon  which  is  a 
good  dwelling-house  and  barn.  His  farm  is  well 
cultivated  and  gives  evidence  of  the  thrift,  taste 
and  industry  of  its  owner. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Otto, 
March  30,  1865.  She  was  born  Nov.  22,  1845,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Josephine  (Iclauberger) 
Otto,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  children  in  her 
parents’  family  were  Martha,  James  H.  B.,  Jose¬ 
phine,  Mary  E.,  Alice  J.,  Susanna,  E.  W.  S.,  and 
William  A.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stamy  five  children 
have  been  born,  as  follows:  Jessie  B.,  born  Oct.  29, 
1866;  Elmer  was  born  Feb.  27,  1868,  and  died  the 
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following  day;  Sudie  F.,  born  Jan.  2,  1870 
A.,  Aug.  8,  1872;  S.  Otto,  Dec.  8,  1874. 

In  politics  Mr.  Stamy  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
earnestly  working  for  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
is  not  a  member  of  any  church  organization,  but 
endeavors  to  be  governed  by  the  teachings  of  the 
Golden  Rule.  In  politics,  as  in  everything  else,  he 
is  a  fair  man,  and  is  a  very  progressive  citizen  of 
this  township.  Now  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  his 
record  is  an  honorable  one,  and  he  has,  as  he  de¬ 
serves,  the  respect,  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  is  interested  in  every  good 
work  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  and  any  project  to  enhance  its  welfare  finds 
in  him  an  active  helper. 


^OHN  CHRISTMAN.  Among  the  old  and 
successful  merchants  of  Springville  and  rep¬ 
resentative  men  of  the  county  is  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  biography  we  write.  He  came 
to  Linn  County  in  March,  1863,  and  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  which  he  has  since  continued, 
meeting  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  He  was 
born  in  France,  Jan.  23,  1826,  and  was  about  four 
years  old  when  he  crossed  the  briny  deep  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  parents,  and  located  in  the  United 
States.  The  parents  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
the}^  lived  five  years,  when  they  removed  to  Du¬ 
buque,  Iowa,  where  the  demise  of  the  father  oc¬ 
curred.  The  mother  survives  him,  and  is  still  a 
lesident  of  that  city.  Our  subject’s  father  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  and  also  devoted  a  portion  of 
his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

John  Christman  continued  to  live  at  home  until 
he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  became  a  merchant’s  clerk  in  a 
general  store  at  Dubuque,  continuing  to  labor  in 
that  capacity  from  about  1843  to  1849.  He  then 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count.  Subsequently  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
J.  P.  Farley,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  P.  Farley 
&  Co.,  and  three  years  later  they  took  in  as  a  part¬ 
ner  Mr.  E.  S.  Norris,  and  the  firm  name  became 
barley,  Norris  &  Co.  This  co-partnership  contin¬ 
ued  until  1858,  when  our  subject  disposed  of  his 
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interest  and  worked  on  the  farm  for  a  year.  Then, 
after  spending  a  year  in  Colorado  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  returning  to  Dubuque,  we  find  him 
again  acting  in  the  capacity  of  clerk. 

In  March,  1863,  Mr.  Christman  came  to  Spring- 
mile,,  this  county,  where  he  opened  up  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business,  which  he  has  conducted  with  far 
moie  than  ordinary  success  until  the  present  time. 

He  carries  a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  and  is 
doing  the  largest  business  in  his  line  of  any  house 
in  Springville.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness  he  is  interested  in  the  real  estate  and  loan 
business.  He  also  deals  in  lumber,  buys  and  ships 
grain  and  live  stock,  coal,  etc.  He  owns  about  100  fy 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  close  proximity  to  Spring-  | 
'  file,  and  is  not  only  one  of  the  foremost  business 
men  of  that  place,  but  ranks  among  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  county. 

iMi .  Christman  was  married  in  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Berg,  a  native  of  Germany.  She 
was  born  about  1830,  and  has  borne  our  subject 
nine  children,  namely:  Leonard  B.,  Margaret,  Ce¬ 
celia,  Frank  M.,  banny  L.,  Jacob  and  Annie  are 
those  living;  Augustus  and  Harry  are  deceased. 
Leonard  B.  married  Anna  K.  Knowlton,  and  they 
are  living  in  Springville,  Linn  Co.,  Iowa;  Margaret 
is  the  v ife  of  Charles  N.  Peck,  and  they  are  living 
in  Springville. 

Mr.  Christman  has  been  School  Director  and  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  at  Springville.  So¬ 
cially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  fellowship  with  Springville  Lodge  No. 

339,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Springville  Lodo-e 
No.  227,  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  votes  with  the 
Republican  party. 

Mi.  Christman  is  one  of  the  oldest  business  men 
of  Springville,  and  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in 
its  growth  and  development.  His  enterprise,  which 
is  displayed  all  about  him,  makes  him  a  valued  citi¬ 
zen.  This  characteristic  of  the  man  is  displayed  in 
the  splendid  residence  in  which  he  fives,  which  is 
the  finest  in  the  place.  In  fact,  in  the  fife  of  Mr. 
Christman  we  find  an  excellent  example  for  young 
men  just  embarking  in  the  field  of  active  fife,  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  a  man  beginning 
poor,  but  honest,  prudent  and  industrious.  In  early 
life  he  enjoyed  but  few  advantages,  his  school  days 
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were  limited,  nor  had  he  wealth  nor  position  to  aid 
him  in  starting  in  life,  lie  relied  solely  upon  his 
own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct  to  win  for  him 
success,  nor  has  he  been  a  success  solely  in  the 
sense  of  accumulating  property,  but  in  doing  good 
to  others,  in  serving  them  and  in  winning  their  re¬ 
spect  and  esteem.  He  has  ever  strictly  observed 
that  most  important  factor  in  the  successful  public 
or  business  life  of  anyone — honesty.  He  is  a  care¬ 
ful,  conscientious,  business  man,  and  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  (ield  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  undoubted  integ¬ 
rity  and  substantial  business  ability,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  his  portrait  in  this  volume. 
As  a  fitting  companion  picture,  we  give  that  of 
Mrs.  Christman. 


NTHONY  SIMON.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  brief  sketch 
is  a  highly  respected  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  carrying  on  business  on  his  line 
homestead  of  eighty  acres  on  section  26,  College 
Township.  lie  may  be  classed  as  among  the  older 
residents  of  the  county.  He  came  here  very  poor 
in  pocket,  but  was  possessed  of  good  judgment, 
euerg3r  and  industry,  and  has  been  fairly  successful 
in  his  efforts  to  gain  a  competency.  Mr.  Simon  is 
one  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  have  settled  up 
large  portions  of  Iowa  and  become  a  part  of  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  agricultural  districts.  He  is 
a  native  of  Moravia,  a  Province  of  the  Austrian 
Empire,  and  was  born  March  11,  1851,  his  father 
being  Anthony  Simon,  a  native  of  the  same  Prov¬ 
ince,  and  of  pure  Bohemian  descent  and  parentage. 
Both  parents  are  yet  living  in  Moravia,  and  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life.  They  were  engaged 
in  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  their  son,  our 
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subject,  who  was  the  eldest  child,  remained  with 
his  parents  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 

At  this  time  he  had  received  from  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  America  flattering  accounts  .of  the 
opportunities  that  were  being  opened  up  in  the 
New  World  to  the  enterprising  emigrant,  and  be¬ 
came  desirous  of  seeking  his  fortunes  there.  He 
prevailed  upon  his  parents  to  consent  to  his  emi¬ 
gration,  and  in  company  with  his  younger  brother, 


Vincent,  set  out  for  the  United  States  in  the  spring 
of  1869.  After  an  interesting  voyage  they  landed 
upon  American  shores,  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
the  State  of  Iowa,  making  their  first  settlement  in 
Putnam  Township.  Some  six  years  later  they 
came  to  College  Township,  where  they  purchased 
land,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  has  since  made 
this  his  abode.  In  order  to  acquire  the  means  by 
which  he  might  become  a  land-holder  he 
himself  at  whatever  his  hands  could  find 
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cheerfully  working  as  a  farm  laborer,  saving  his 
means,  living  economically,  and  finally  receiving 
the  satisfactory  reward  of  his  labors.  In  due  time, 
when  he  found  that  his  circumstances  would  justify 
the  measure,  he  proffered  his  heart  and  hand  to 
Miss  Frances  Zvacek,  and  their  marriage  was  cele¬ 
brated  Feb.  2,  1875.  Mrs.  Simon  was  born  in 
Bohemia  in  1851,  and  when  a  child  of  two  years 
old  came  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States. 
(A  sketcli  of  the  parents  of  Mrs.  S.  will  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  volume.)  Mrs.  Simon  is 
the  mother  of  four  children — Mary,  Emma,  Agnes 
and  Beatrice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  are  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  Church, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Simon  is  independent. 
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2.  M.  SCHWARTZ,  a  prominent  ana 
skillful  physician  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Germany,  and  the  son  of  Fred  and 
Mary  (Wenzel)  Schwartz,  natives  of  the 
same  country.  He  was  born  Jan.  26,  1849,  and 
comes  from  an  excellent  family,  of  pure  German 
ancestry  and  parentage.  His  father  was  a  man  of 
considerable  note  in  his  native  land,  and  occupied 
the  position  of  foreman  on  the  estate  of  a  German 
nobleman.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1856, 
and  upon  reaching  our  shores  turned  their  faces 
westward,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  and  located  in 
the  then  young  State  of  Iowa.  The  father  was  pos¬ 
sessed  of  considerable  means,  and  purchased  a  tract 
of  240  acres  in  Center  Township,  Clinton  County. 
He  prosecuted  his  farming  operations  here  for 
about  twenty  years,  then  removed  to  Lyons,  in  the 
same  county,  and  in  1885  retired  from  active  labor. 
The  household  comprised  a  family  of  ten  children, 
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of  whom  five  only  are  living.  The  record  is  as 
follows:  Johannah,  now  Mrs.  Engwersen,  is  residing 
at  Lyons;  Dr.  C.  M.,  our  subject:  William  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Clinton  County;  Minnie,  now 
Mrs.  Wenzel,  is  in  Crawford  County,  and  Mollie, 
now  Mrs.  Pohlmann,  resides  in  .St.  Louis. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education,  and  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out, 
strong  in  youthful  courage  and  hope,  to  seek  his 
fortune.  He  first  proceeded  to  Crawford  County, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  made  a  purchase 
of  320  acres,  upon  which  he  remained  three  3'ears, 
improving  and  cultivating  it,  and  then  sold  a  part, 
went  to  De  Witt,  Clinton  County,  and  engaged  in 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Waggoner.  Here 
he  remained  one  year,  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  en¬ 
tered  the  Missouri  Medical  College,  in  which  he 
took  a  full  course  of  lectures,  and  after  this  was 
completed  returned  to  his  studies  in  De  Witt.  He 
was  thus  occupied  through  the  summer,  and  in  the 
following  winter  took  another  course  of  lectures  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Iowa, 
graduating  therefrom  in  1880.  He  then  began  to 
look  about  for  a  location,  finally  selecting  Cedar 
Rapids  as  an  eligible  field  for  his  future  operations. 
Here  he  has  prospered,  and  has  become  a  successful 
physician  and  a  popular  member  of  the  community. 
One  of  his  first  steps  after  completing  his  course  of 
study  was  the  establishment  of  a  home  and  domes¬ 
tic  ties.  Accordingly  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Kattie  Titkermeyer,  of  St.  Louis,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Titkermeyer,  proprietor  of  an  exten¬ 
sive  coal  and  wood  yard  of  St.  Louis.  By  this 
marriage  he  has  become  the  father  of  one  child, 
Matilda.  By  a  former  marriage  he  has  two  chil¬ 
dren — Rose  Netta  and  Bernhard. 

Dr.  Schwartz  is  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hahnemann  Med¬ 
ical  Association  of  Iowa,  and  the  Central  Homeo¬ 
pathic  Medical  Association  of  Iowa.  His  office  is 
located  at  No.  45  First  street,  and  his  residence  on 
the  West  side,  564  First  street.  Politically  he  is 
strongly  Republican,  and  socially  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  has  attained  a  high  standing  in  his  pro- 
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fession.  As  a  citizen  he  is  highly  valued,  and  is 
assisting  materially  to  maintain  the  existing  system  ^ 
of  good  order  and  progress. 
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SI.  CLAIR  SMITH.  The  legal  faternitv 
of  the  thriving  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  is 
well  represented,  and  among  those  who 
have  attained  no  small  degree  of  promi¬ 
nence  is  the  subject  of  this  notice,  residing  at  No. 
46  Fourth  avenue.  Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Mere¬ 
dith,  N.  H.,  Feb.  19, 1841,  his  parents  being  Joshua 
R.  and  Clarissa  C.  (Crockett)  Smith,  natives  of  that 
town  and  State.  The  father  of  Joshua  R..  Wash¬ 
ington  Smith,  was  the  son  of  Eben  Smith,  of  En¬ 
glish  ancestors,  who  was  a  surveyor  by  occupation, 
and  who  laid  off  a  part  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  into  townships  for  the  English  Govern¬ 
ment.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  continental  army 
in  the  war  for  independence,  and  also  held  the  of¬ 
fice  of  local  Judge,  and,  with  his  son  Washington, 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  for  thirty-six  consecutive  years. 

Joshua  R.  Smith,  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
went  to  Boston  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store. 
About  1830  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits  on 
his  own  account,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1850. 
He  then  went  to  California,  and,  forming  a  com¬ 
pany  of  which  he  was  Superintendent,  engaged  in 
mining.  While  working  in  his  mine  he  was  killed 
by  the  caving-in  of  the  bank.  He  was  married 
about  1838,  and  had  a  family  of  three  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living,  our  subject  and  Annie  M., 
the  latter  of  whom  is.  a  resident  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire;  an  only  brother  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  Pa.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1866,  at  Manchester,  N.  II. 

Mr.  Smith  of  this  notice  lived  at  home  until 
twenty  jrears  of  age,  with  the  exception  of  about 
seven  years  spent  in  school  and  in  performing  the 
duties  of  pedagogue  in  New  Hampshire.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  and  raised  a  com¬ 
pany  known  as  Co.  G.  12th  N.  H.  Yol.  Inf.  He 
entered  the  service  as  Orderty  Sergeant;  was  pro¬ 
moted  Second  Lieutenant  Feb.  14,  1863;  First 
Lieutenant,  June  12,  1863,  and  Captain,  July  20, 
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18(54.  lie  was  in  tlie  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fredericks¬ 
burg  and  Chaneellorsville,  in  which  latter  engage¬ 
ment  he  was  wounded.  lie  was  shot  through  the 
left  arm,  which  wound  necessitated  the  removal  of 
bone  four  inches  in  length.  He,  however,  reported 
for  duty  in  100  days  afterward,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  where  he  was  again 
wounded  in  the  side  of  the  head  and  in  the  shoul¬ 
der.  He  reported  for  duty  in  three  months,  after 
having  been  reported  killed,  as  he  was  on  both  oc¬ 
casions  of  his  being  wounded,  and  lying,  as  he  did, 
on  the  battle-field,  for  a  time  unconscious.  He 
rejoined  the  army  at  Petersburg,  and  with  it  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Swift  Creek  and  seige  of 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  and  all  through  that 
famous  campaign,  and  was  also  at  the  capture  of 
Richmond.  A  portion  of  the  time  he  had  charge 
of  the  picket,  and  part  of  the  time  was  on  staff 
and  also  on  detached  duty,  leading  a  battalion  of 
West  Virginia  troops  into  Richmond.  After  the 
capture  of  Richmond  he  went  South,  serving  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Gregg,  and  gathered  up  Govern¬ 
ment  stores  and  turned  them  over  to  the  United 
States  authorities. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Smith  be¬ 
came  a  student  of  law  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
1867.  He  also  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law 
School  in  February,  1867,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  New  York  State.  Looking  for  a  location, 
he  turned  his  face  westward,  and  continued  on  his 
journey  until  the  Mississippi  had  been  crossed.  In 
June  of  that  year,  1867,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Iowa  Bar  at  Des  Moines,  and  since  has  been  in 
active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cedar  Rapids. 
In  1868  he  was  elected  Justice,  and  held  the  office 
on  and  off  for  fourteen  years.  He  was  elected  as 
Judsre  of  the  City  Police  Court  in  1872,  serving 
In  1881  he  was  chosen  Alderman  of 
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until  1874. 

i  the  Second  Ward,  and  served  with  ability  in  the 
Council. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1868  with 
Miss  Harriet  R.,  daughter  of  Samuel  P.  and  Sarah 
E.  (McLellan)  Baker,  of  Portland,  Me.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children,  to  whom  they 
have  given  the  following  names:  Albert  II.,  A.  St. 
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Clair,  Percy  P.  and  Leigh  B. ;  Albert,  the  eldest,  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Preparatory  Department  of  Coe 
College.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican; 
he  is  a  member  and  Chairman  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and 
a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  He  was  also  Commander  of  the  Post  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  for  three  years,  and  is  a 
gentleman  who  takes  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  a  soldier  who  desires  to  do  all  honor  to 
the  grand  old  veterans  who  saved  the  Union. 


ARSIIALL  McC  ALLEY.  Among  the 
stanch  and  well-to-do  old  settlers  of  Linn 
County,  the  subject  of  our  notice  occu¬ 
pies  a  prominent  position  as  an  esteemed 
and  worthy  citizen  of  the  community  toward  which 
he  has  done  his  part  in  establishing  and  maintain¬ 
ing.  He  is  now  living  in  retirement  at  his  fine 
home,  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  surrounded  by 
everything  calculated  to  make  his  passage  down 
the  hill  of  life  one  of  great  comfort  and  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Mr.  McCalley  came  to  Linn  County  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  about  ten  years  after  the  Hawkeye 
State  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
country  had  developed  from  its  primitive  condi¬ 
tion,  it  is  true,  but  the  march  of  improvement  has 
been  great,  and  the  State  of  to-day  bears  a  happy 
comparison  with  the  condition  it  was  in  at  a  period 
of  thirty  years  ago. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  May 
2,  1834.  Ilis  father,  John  McCalley,  followed  the 
honorable  occupation  of  a  farmer,  was  of  good  old 
Scotch  ancestry,  and  his  birthplace  was  in  the  same 
county  and  State  as  was  that  of  his  son.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Sarah  A.  Bryant, 
and  she  was  a  second  cousin  of  William  C.  Bryant, 
the  poet.  She  was  born  in  Shoreham,  Vt.,  Dec.  5, 
1811.  Her  parents  prided  themselves  on  being 
“  Yankees.”  They  were  prosperous  and  well-to-do 
farmers,  and  occupied  an  enviable  position  in  their 
community.  They  emigrated  to  New  York  State, 
and  there  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  took  place. 
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She  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  and  the 
youngest  member  of  the  family. 

In  1836  the  parents  gathered  together  their 
household  goods,  and  loading  them  into  a  “  prairie 
schooner,”  started  overland  for  the  West,  making 
their  first  halt  at  Springfield,  111.  They  identified 
themselves  with  the  early  settlers  of  that  city,  and 
remained  there  for  several  years.  Here  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  was  married  Feb.  26,  1856,  chos- 
ing  for  his  bride,  Miss  Lucinda  Hyde,  who  was 
born  Aug.  8,  1842,  in  Athens,  Menard  County,  that 
State.  Her  parents  wrere  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  respectively,  and  carried  on  the  duties  of 
farm  life.  The  fortunes  of  both  led  them  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  while  still  young,  and  they  were 
married  in  Menard  County.  Mrs.  McCalley  was 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  was 
left  motherless  at  the  tender  age  of  eight  years. 
She  continued  to  reside  with  her  father  until  her 
marriage ;  her  father  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCalley  are  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  John  A.  is 
married  and  resides  at  Center  Point,  Linn  County ; 
he  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi¬ 
ness;  Alder  C.  married  Miss  Eliza  Bell  Kennedy, 
and  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Grant  Township;  the 
remaining  children  are,  Leslie,  George  L.,  Jennie, 
Evart  M.,  Hattie  A.,  Marvin,  Nora,  William  and 
Estella.  Shortly  after  their  marriage,  our  subject 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Linn  County  and  located 
in  Marion  Township,  where  he  had  previously  en¬ 
tered  a  tract  of  land.  His  father  had  already  se¬ 
cured  a  good  farm  in  the  same  vicinity,  where  he 
died  a  few  years  later,  and  his  property  succeeded 
to  his  children.  The  old  homestead  was  a  wild 
and  uncultivated  tract  of  country,  but  the  elder 
McCalley  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  persever¬ 
ance,  with  excellent  judgment  and  forethought, 
and,  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plow,  he  would 
not  turn  back,  but  persistently  improved  and  cul¬ 
tivated  his  land  until  it  became  very  valuable. 
He  lived  to  behold  and  to  rejoice  in  the  fruit  of 
his  labors,  dying  Feb.  2,  1881,  at  the  good  old  age 
of  seventy-six.  His  son,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
is  the  proprietor  of  six  valuable  lots  in  the  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  thirteen  lots  in  Kenwood  Park. 

Ih  HE 

He  is  interested  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  mak- 
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ing  a  specialty  of  the  celebrated  Nornlan  horses.  ;■ 

He  is  owner  of  the  famous  stallion,  “Bartholdi,”  ; 
an  imported  animal  who,  at  the  age  of  two  years, 
proudly  carries  the  weight  of  1,500  pounds. 

Mr.  McCalley  is  an  esteemed  and  substantial 
citizen,  and  in  politics  an  uncompromising  Demo-  i 
crat.  He  has  greatly  aided  in  building  up  and 
maintaining  the  reputation  of  his  community,  and  cj2c'] 
to  him  as  to  many  others  of  its  best  men,  it  is  in¬ 
debted  for  the  position  it  holds  among  the  wealthy 
and  prosperous  cities  of  the  State. 


-‘«MS — 


ON.  JOSEPH  BARKIS  YOUNG,  a  promi- 
inent  attorney  of  Marion,  and  President  of 
the  Northwestern  Loan  and  Real  Estate  In¬ 
vestment  Company,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  Venango 
Township,  Erie  County,  Feb.  18,  1832.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Rev.  Alcinus  and  Mary  (Yost)  Young, 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Hillsboro  County, 
N.  II.,  Dec.  16,  1792,  of  English  descent.  His 
ancestors  emigrated  from  England  to  America  three 
generations  prior  to  his  birth.  He  was  a  Methodist 
nynister,  and  a  pioneer  of  Iowa  of  1846.  He  was 
actively  employed  in  his  holy  calling  among  the 
pioneer  settlements  of  Iowa,  later  in  establishing 
churches,  and  for  several  years  served  as  Presiding 
Elder.  His  death  occurred  at  Marion,  March  30, 
1876.  His  good  wife  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
German-Irish  descent,  and  she  departed  this  life  at 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  the  year  1856. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  came  to 
Iowa  in  1846,  and  made  his  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 
He  graduated  from  the  Indiana  Asbury  University 
of  Greencastle,  in  the  class  of  1851.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  at  Iowa  City,  under 
the  instruction  of  Judge  Carleton,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Iowa  City  in  the  spring  of  1853.  At 
once  he  located  at  Marion  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  continued  to 
make  this  his  home  until  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Young  entered  the  army  early  in  1864,  as  Pay¬ 
master,  with  the  rank  of  Major.  The  appointment  was 
a  compliment  to  him,  as  it  came  unsought.  He  had 
made  no  application  for  the  position,  and  knew  notli- 
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in*;  of  the  matter  until  lie  was  appointed  and  con- 
finned.  He  was*  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf,  with  headquarters  at  New  Orleans,  and  served 
with  honor  until  August,  1 865, when  he  resigned.  He 
was  one  of  the  two  who  successfully  passed  the  ex¬ 
amination  for  promotion  to  the  regular  service,  and 
was  offered  and  refused  the  position  of  permanent 
Paymaster. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Marion  and  re¬ 
sumed  the  practice  of  hi>  profession.  He  has  held 
various  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  was  elected  Prosecut' ng 
Attorney  of  Linn  County,  and  served  one  term. 
He  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  1861,  and  served  one  term.  In  1868 
lie  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1866  was 
re-elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  his  absence 
in  the  army,  and  which  had  been  illegally  filled, 
lie  was  elected  the  last  time  by  2,000  majority, 
two  towns  casting  a  solid  vote  for  him,  and  he 
held  the  office  of  State  Senator  for  four  years.  In 
1868  he  was  one  of  the  Electors  at  Large  for  Iowa 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  canvassed  the  entire 
State.  In  1869  he  was  appointed  Pension  Agent  to 
fill  an  unexpired  term,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  was  appointed  for  a  full  term  of  four 
years. 

Maj.  Young  was  married  at  Hopkinton,  Iowa, 
Oct.  31,  1855,  to  Miss  Jennie  M.  Carter,  daughter 
of  H.  A.  Carter.  Mrs.  Young  was  born  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Oct.  31,  1834,  and  her  parents  were  like¬ 
wise  born  in  that  State.  Of  the  parental  union 
there  were  six  children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  the  daughter  are  yet 
living.  James  C.  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  is  the  efficient  Manager  of  the  Northwestern 
Loan  and  Reai  Estate  Investment  Company,  of 
that  city.  Henry  A.  died  in  childhood,  aged  eleven 
months,  and  Joseph  C.  also  died  at  the  same  age. 
John  A.,  Alcinus  and  Lora  J.  are  the  remaining 
children. 

The  business  of  the  Northwestern  Loan  and  Rea 
Estate  Investment  Companj^,  of  which  Maj.  Young 
is  President,  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  business  estab¬ 
lished  by  his  son,  James  C.  Young,  under  the  style 
of  J.  C.  Young  &  Co.  The  present  company  was 
incorporated  in  March,  1884,  and  is  one  of  the 


most  important  and  extensive  of  its  kind  in  this 
part  of  the  State.  James  C.  Young  is  the  General  " 
M  anagei  Maj.  Young  is  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  Linn  County.  As  it  is  no  flattery  to 
speak  the  truth,  the  writer  of  this  notice  takes 
pleasure  in  recording  the  fact  that  Maj.  Young 
stands  foremost  among  the  many  worthy  men  of 
his  section  of  the  State  as  an  energetic,  able  and 
upright  attorney,  .a  courteous  gentleman,  and  a 
kind  neighbor  and  friend. 

OIIN  F.  DEAN,  Cashier  of  the  First  Nation¬ 
al  Bank,  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  has  amassed  a  handsome  com¬ 
petency  through  his  own  industry  and  good 
judgment.  lie  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  June 
24,  1817,  and  his  parents  were  Josiah  and  Caroline 
(Waldo)  Dean,  also  natives  of  the  Bay  State.  The 
present  generation  of  Deans  in  the  United  States 
is  descended  from  an  English  family  who  settled 
in  Massachusetts  about  the  sixteenth  century.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Josiah  Dean,  was  an 
extensive  agriculturist,  and  also  followed  mercan¬ 
tile  pursuits,  carrying  on  a  nail  and  ship  anchor 
manufactory.  lie  was  a  thorough-going  business 
man,  and  succeeded  remarkably  in  all  the  different 
vocations  which  he  followed  in  life.  His  son,  Jo¬ 
siah,  Jr.,  the  father  of  subject,  followed  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  worthy  parent;  a  portion  of  his  life  was 
passed  on  the  farm  and  the  latter  part  of  it  in  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits  and  in  manufacturing.  He  died  when 
forty -three  years  of  age;  his  good  wife  survived 
until  1880,  dying  when  in  her  ninety-first  year. 
They  had  nine  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet  liv¬ 
ing:  John  F.,  our  subject;  and  Abbie,  a  resident 
of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

John  F.  Dean  attended  the  common  and  academ¬ 
ical  schools  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  en¬ 
gaged  as  merchants’  clerk,  and  followed  that  occu¬ 
pation  for  about  ten  j'ears,  or  until  1852.  Coming, 
then,  to  Cedar  Rapids,  he  purchased  1,000  acres  of 
laud  and,  turning  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  stock-raising,  he  continued  in  the  same 
for  about  ten  years  longer,  meeting  with  signal  sue- 
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cess.  In  1864  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cedar 
Rapids  was  established,  and  our  subject  became  one 
of  the  stock-holders,  and  has  since  been  connected 
with  the  bank,  in  different  capacities,  until  the 
present  time.  The  first  position  he  held  was  book¬ 
keeper  and  teller ;  he  was  then  assistant  cashier  un¬ 
til  1872,  when  he  was  chosen  cashier,  and  has  held 
that  position  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and  until 
this  writing.  In  addition  to  the  interest  he  holds 
in  the  bank  and  his  other  real  and  personal  proper¬ 
ty,  Mr.  Dean  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Woolen  Mill, 
which  yields  him  a  handsome  income. 

John  F.  Dean  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Charlotte  Tay  in  1859.  Mrs.  D.  is  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Tay.  The  issue  of  their  union  has  been  one  son, 
Frank  P.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  In  politics  Mr.  Dean  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
good  financial  judgment,  and  his  integrity  and  fair- 
dealing  are  without  question.  Their  pleasant  and 
comfortable  home  is  located  at  No.  330  Second 
avenue. 


bEVI  ELLIS,  a  highly  respected  farmer  and 
citizen  of  Maine  Township,  is  a  native  of 
the  good  old  Buckeye  State,  being  born  in 
Athens  County  April  13,  1833.  His  parents  were 
Levi  and  Lucy  (Gibbs)  Ellis,  natives  of  Vermont, 
where  they  were  married  and  settled  for  a  short 
time,  soon  afterward  emigrating  to  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  where  they  established  their  home  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Levi  Ellis,  Sr.,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  became  the  parents  of  eight  children — Lorenzo, 
Lucinda,  Lysander,  Laurana,  Lovica,  La  Fayett, 
Levi  and  Lyman.  Lovica  died  when  quite  young; 
their  other  children  are  all  living.  Lorenzo  is  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Lucinda  of  Muscatine; 
Lysander  is  in  Kansas;  Laurana  is  in  Athens 
County,  Ohio;  La  Fayett  is  in  Dallas  County,  this 
State;  Levi  is  our  subject;  Lyman  also  lives  in 
Dallas  County. 

Levi  Ellis  received  a  common-school  education 
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in  his  native  county,  and  remained  with  his  par 
ents  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  but  being 
youth  of  more  than  ordinary  enterprise  and  ambi¬ 
tion,  he  was  anxious  to  start  out  for  himself.  To 
this  his  parents  consented,  and  he  began  as  a  dis-  hhL 
trict  pedagogue,  teaching  school,  after  which,  in- 
1853,  he  set  his  face  westward,  crossed  the  Statedi 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  left  the  Father  of  Waters 
behind  him,  and  found  himself  within  the  boundar¬ 
ies  of  the  Ilawkeye  State.  He  proceeded  to  Mus-  lira 
eatine  County,  located  there  for  a  year,  and  then 
removed  to  Tama  County,  where  he  remained 
eighteen  months.  In  February,  1856,  he  came 
into  Linn  County,  rented  a  farm  in  Buffalo  Town¬ 
ship,  remained  upon  it  a  year,  then  removed  to 
Maine  Township,  where  he  first  rented  land  and 
finally  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  28.  This 
constituted  all  the  Government  land  which  re¬ 
mained  unsold  in  Linn  County.  It  being  a  very 
hilly  tract,  was  not  considered  desirable,  but  our 
subject,  with  that  sagacity  for  which  he  afterward 
became  noted,  discovered  some  points  about  it 
which  he  considered  might,  b}r  the  exercise  of 
proper  cultivation,  become  very  valuable.  His 
mental  predictions  proved  correct,  and  the  home¬ 
stead  of  Mr.  Ellis  now  constitutes  one  of  the  finest 
features  in  a  section  of  country  noted  for  its  happy 
combination  of  field,  forest  and  stream. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Ellis  presents  some  features  not 
usually  found  in  connection  with  ordinary  home¬ 
steads.  The  tract  of  381  acres  is  systematically 
laid  off  into  eight  different  sections,  each  one  being 
generously  supplied  with  water,  some  artificially 
and  others  naturally.  This  feature  alone  assists  in 
making  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
county.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling,  large,  roomy 
barns,  and  good  sheds  and  out-buildings.  He  is 
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largely  interested  in  stock-raising,  and  keeps  about  ~  = 
seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  ninety  head  of  hogs,  J  j 
and  a  herd  of  a  dozen  head  of  horses,  colts  and 
mules.  He  gives  much  attention  to  dairy  farming, 
and  has  one  of  the  finest  home  creameries  in  the 
State.  From  May  to  September  he  obtains  twenty 
cents  per  pound  for  his  butter,  and  from  September 
to  May  twenty-five  cents.  It  is  marketed  in  Cedar 
Rapids  twice  each  month  to  the  leading  families  of 
that  city.  For  this  purpose  he  keeps  thirty-three 


I  I  1  II  tllll 


iiuiniiiiiiiu 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiimiur 


LINN  COUNTY. 


cows. 

which 


lie  has 
cost  $ 1 00 
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:i  thoroughbred  Short-horn  bull 
when  a  calf.  Ilis  animals  are 
graded  stock,  and  are  models  of  beauty  and  sym¬ 
metry. 

Mr.  Ellis  has  a  line  spring  house  which  encloses 
a  pool  of  ice-cold  water,  clear  as  crystal.  The 
walls  of  the  house  are  eight  feet  high  and  it  has 
two  tight  floors  of  flagging.  The  water  from  this 
spring  flows  out  a  distance  of  thirteen  feet,  to  a 
basement  which  is  also  walled  up  to  a  height  of 
eight  feet,  and  laid  with  four-inch  flagging.  This 
cellar  contains  a  three-horsfc-power  engine,  a  churn 
with  a  capacity  of  200  pounds,  and  a  butter-worker 
which  manipulates  sixty  pounds  at  one  time.  The 
buttermilk  and  rinse  water  flow  into  a  sink  and  are 
carried  underground  to  a  cistern,  from  there  being- 
pumped  directly  to  the  hogs.  Nothing  is  carried 
from  the  churn  by  hand  but  the  butter.  All  the 
waste  water  is  carried  away  by  a  sewer,  and  the 
utmost  cleanliness  prevails  throughout  this  depart¬ 
ment.  The  wood  fuel  used  by  the  family  is  sawed 
by  means  of  a  belt  which  runs  through  an  opening 
and  is  attached  to  the  saw,  and  his  corn  is  ground 
and  shelled  by  the  same  means.  His  calf  feed  is 
heated  by  steam,  running  ten  coolers  full  in  less 
than  five  minutes.  It  will  thus  be  seen  in  what  a 
methodical  and  systematic  manner  the  farming- 
operations  of  Mr.  Ellis  are  carried  on.  Ify  such 
means  as  these  farm  life  loses  its  irksomeness,  and 
if  every  man  and  farmer  who  is  the  possessor  of 
sons  would  make  it  his  life  work  to  bring  about 
these  conveniences  for  wife  and  children,  a  city 
life  would  lose  much  of  its  attractions  for  the 
young.  With  every  sensible  man  the  economy  of 
time  and  labor  is  of  the  first  importance,  and  it  is 
the  secret  of  success  and  consequent  enjoyment  of 
life.  Mr.  Ellis,  at  a  very  early  day,  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  secret,  as  the  result  amply 
proves. 

The  marriage  of  Levi  Ellis  and  Miss  Mary  J. 
Pearson  was  celebrated  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio, 
March  3,  1850.  Mrs.  Ellis  is  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Cynthia  (Sinclair)  Pearson,  the  father  a 
SJgHQ  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Ohio. 
She  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  13, 
1830,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  seven  children.  The  record  is 
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as  follows:  Lyman  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months;  Frankiin  married  Miss  Tillie  Broadstone, 
and  with  his  wife  resides  near  Craig,  Burt  Co., 
Neb.;  they  have  two  children — Jesse  and  Floyd. 
He  is  a  farmer,  meeting  with  good  success  on  his 
160-acre  farm.  Ilis  land  is  productive,  well  watered, 
and  embellished  with  good  dwellings  and  barns. 
His  land  is  worth  $20  per  acre.  The  balance  of 
the  children  are  living  at  home  and  are  named  as 
follows:  Alvin,  Jesse,  Lucy,  Cynthia  and  Pearly. 
Mrs.  Ellis’  parents  came  West  in  1853,  and  settled 
in  Linn  County,  where  they  both  died. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  are  held  in  high  esteem  by 
their  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  their  home 
is  uniformly  attractive  and  hospitable.  They  are 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
toward  the  support  of  which  they  contribute  with 
cheerful  liberality.  In  politics  Mr.  Ellis  is  strongly 
Republican.  His  opinions  are  formed  with  delib¬ 
eration,  and  his  conclusions  arrived  at  after  much 
thought,  consequently  when  once  formed  thej^  are 
not  liable  to  change,  and  he  advocates  them  with 
the  courage  of  one  who  believes  he  is  right  and 
dares  to  maintain  his  belief. 


EliBERT  I.  ELLIOTT  is  the  expert  photog¬ 
rapher  of  Marion,  having  established  the  first 
gallery  of  this  kind  in  the  city.  He  started 
his  business  here  in  1874,  and  has  carried  it 
on  uninterruptedly  to  the  present  time.  He  comes 
of  good  old  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  30,  1850,  his  par¬ 
ents  being  William  and  Susan  (McClure)  Elliott, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family  on  both 
sides  have  been  residents,  of  Westmoreland  County 
for  several  generations,  and  are  well  and  widely 
known  throughout  the  Keystone  State.  They  were, 
almost  without  exception,  people  of  great  force  of 
character  and  energy,  and  transmitted  to  their  de¬ 
scendants  those  admirable  qualities  for  which  they 
have  gained  such  an  enviable  reputation  from  the 
time  of  their  settlement  in  this  country. 

Herbert  I.  Elliott  came  into  Iowa  with  his  par¬ 
ents  in  1 855.  They  located  in  Tipton,  and  he  went 
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to  Davenport  and  served  an  apprenticeship  in  pho- 
!  s  tography,  and  was  engaged  there  in  business  for 


himself  three  years  before  he  established  his  gallery 
in  Marion.  Mr.  Elliott  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
K?S  Owen  of  Marion,  Oct.  25,  1882.  Mrs.  Elliott  is 
i  ;J  a  daughter  of  Dr.  N.  W.  Owen,  a  pioneer  of  Linn 
1:13  County,  and  a  physician  of  high  repute.  The 
ij|  household  circle  embraces  two  children — Herbert, 
yl  born  Oct.  10,  1883,  and  Owen,  born  in  April,  1886. 
jkjj  In  politics  Mr.  Elliott  is  a  reliable  Republican, 
jtfj  voting  uniformly  with  his  party,  and  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  uphold  those  principles  which  he  be¬ 
lieves  will  further  the  interests  of  the  public,  both 
:  locally  and  at  large.  He  was  a  member  of  the  City 
i[a  Council  from  the  Fourth  Ward  for  two  years.  He 
I  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge  No.  18,  and  Centen- 
nial  Encampment  No.  91,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Marion 
8,  K.  of  P.,  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  383, 
Masonic,  and  Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  R.  A.  M. 

The  gallery  of  Mr.  Elliott  is  fitted  up  with  true 
aitistic  taste,  and  forms  an  attractive  rendezvous 
for  the  citizens  of  Marion.  He  turns  out  some  of 
the  finest  work  in  the  city,  and  has  an  enviable  rep¬ 
utation  throughout  the  county  as  a  photographic 
artist. 
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W?  OE  D.  LANNING,  of  the  firm  of  Thompson 
&  Lanning,  attorneys  at  law,  Marion,  was 
born  in  Otter  Creek  Township,  Linn  C'o., 
Iowa,  June  16,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Thomas)  Lanning:  He  was  educa¬ 
ted  in  the  common  schools  until  eighteen  years  old, 
[  -  then  spent  two  years  as  a  student  of  the  State  A»-- 

‘  M  t  & 

i  3  ncultural  College,  one  year  in  the  State  Normal 
1  3  and  one  year  in  the  State  University.  He  took  a 
1  law  course  in  the  University,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  June,  1883.  He  began  practice  at  Mar- 
ion,  and  two  years  thereafter,  in  May,  1885,  en- 
jdj  tered  into  the  existing  partnership  with  Hon.  W.  G. 
q  Thompson.  This  firm  is  a  well-known  and  popular 
!«  one,  the  senior  member  being  a  prominent  man  in 
'  the  Hawkeye  State,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  we  oive 

t  O 

in  another  part  of  this  volume. 

The  career  of  this  promising  young  attorney  bids 

He  is  act¬ 


fair  to  be  a  bright  one  in  the  extreme. 


ive  and  alert  in  his  profession,  keen  and  logical  in 
his  reasoning,  and  a  close  student  of  Blackstone. 
His  course  is  being  watched  with  great  interest  by 
his  friends  and  clients,  and  should  he  continue  as 
he  has  begun,  he  will  write  his  name  high  upon  the 
Roll  of  Honor,  among  other  great  men  which  the 
State  of  Iowa  is  producing. 

Mr.  Lanning  is  a  K.  T.  Mason,  a  member  of  De 
Molay  Lodge  No.  383,  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10, 
and  of  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


bB.  STARK,  a  retired  farmer  and  resident  of 
Central  City,  is  a  native  of  Wyoming  Coun¬ 
ty,  Pa.,  born  March  21,  1837.  His  father, 
Henry  Stark,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  and 
county,  born  Dec.  16,  1812,  and  his  grandfather, 
Nathan  Stark,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1768.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  Wy¬ 
oming  County. 

Henry  Stark,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  in  the  summer  season,  and  in  the 
winter  was  engaged  in  lumbering,  rafting  lumber 
down  the  Susquehanna  River  in  the  spring  of  the 
year.  He  spent  all  his  life  in  his  native  county, 
and  his  death  occurred  there  Feb.  -1,  1882.  In 
early  manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Billings,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  the 
date  of  her  birth  being  Feb.  28,  1817.  Her  mar¬ 
riage  to  Henry  Stark  was  celebrated  June  15,  1834, 
and  after  being  his  faithful  wife  and  companion 
for  the  space  of  nearly  fifty  years,  she  departed  this 
life  April  17,  1882.  The  family  circle  was  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  second  child. 

Lewis  B.  Stark  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  educated  at  the  public  schools,  remaining  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Dec. 
19,  1857,  at  Pittston,  Pa.  The  lady  of  his  choice 
was  Miss  Henrietta  Haas,  a  native  of  Luzerne  Coun¬ 
ty,  born  Feb.  1 ,  1 835.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  (Aton)  Haas,  both  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State.  After  their  marriage  they  lo¬ 
cated  in  Wyoming  County,  and  at  the  outbreak  of 


Pi 

m 


hunnnmi 


lit: 


immntu 


t 


FH 


I 


LtmxxmjmLU 

mmirnTi 


m  i » p » « u « »« nil  tiumjLM  UUUUJJ.MAj,i 


g JI* VlII  I  g 


lUHUmUUXUIIXlXUIIIXIlH 


548 


LINN  COUNTY. 


the  Rebellion  our  subject  enlisted  as  a  soldier  of 
the  Union  in  Co.  K,  143d  Pa.  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  an  honorable 


discharge. 


After  he  had  retired  from  military  service,  Mr. 
Stark  returned  to  his  home,  and  a  few  days  there¬ 
after  started  to  cross  the  Mississippi.  He  deter¬ 
mined  to  establish  for  himself  a  home  in  the  West, 
and  upon  arriving  in  Iowa  he  judged  that  he  could 
find  no  more  desirable  location  than  that  which  was 
presented  to  him  in  Linn  County.  lie  accordingly 
purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  on  section  8, 
Maine  Township,  the  greater  part  of  which  had 
never  been  broken.  lie  immediately  set  about  its 
improvement  and  cultivation,  planted  fruit  and 
shade  trees,  and  as  his  means  accumulated  erected 
a  good  set  of  frame  buildings.  He  subsequently 
added  to  his  first  purchase,  and  his  farm  now  em¬ 
braces  160  acres.  He  remained  upon  it,  engaged 
in  its  cultivation,  and  brought  it  to  the  condition 
of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Linn  County,  and  in 
1885,  desiring  to  lay  aside  a  large  measure  of  care 
and  responsibility,  he  rented  his  farm  and  removed 
into  Central  City,  where  he  lives  in  the  midst  of 
ease  and  plenty,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early 
labors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stark  are  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  :  Sadie,  the  wife  of  Roscoe  Billings,  lives  in 
Maine  Township;  Elmer  is  at  home.  Our  subject 
and  wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Free- 
Will  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  both 
in  their  church  and  the  community  where  they  re¬ 
side. 

Mr.  Stark  comes  fi’om  a  good  old  family,  his  an¬ 
cestors  having  been  the  first  among  the  early  and 
enterprising  settlers  of  Wyoming  County,  Pa.  They 
located  there  while  yet  the  wild  Indian  made  his 
hiding-place  among  the  hills,  and  while  deer,  bear 
~  and  other  wild  game  was  abundant.  Wilkes  Barre, 
twent3’-five  miles  distant,  was  for  some  years  the 
nearest  market,  to  which  they  made  the  journey  via 
the  Susquehanna  River,  in  canoes,  or  dug-outs,” 
as  they  were  commonly  called.  They  assisted  in 
the  development  and  civilization  of  the  country, 
and  lived  to  see  the  wilderness  transformed  into 
smiling  fields,  dotted  with  pleasant  villages  and  in¬ 
tersected  with  canals,  railroads  and  telegraph  wires. 


After  their  labors  they  passed  away,  leaving  behind 
them  a  record  of  good  deeds,  and  transmitting  to 
their  posterity  their  own  peculiar  qualities  of  in¬ 
dustry,  endurance  and  integrity  of  character. 


W.  FAGLEY.  Among  the  representative 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids  is  the  sub 
ject  of  our  sketch.  He  is  a  jobber  and  re¬ 
tail  clothier,  and  also  deals  in  gents’  fur 
nishing  goods  at  61  and  63  First  avenue.  Mr.  Fag- 
ley  was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  April  4,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Susan  (Miller)  Fagley, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  a  farmer,  carrying  on  his  vocation  on  a 
tract  of  500  acres  of  land,  and  added  to  the  raising 
of  the  cereals,  the  industry  of  stock-raising.  He 
has  now  retired  from  active  labor  and  his  sons  are 
operating  the  farm.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children.  George  Fagley  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics,  and  has  held  the  various  offices  of 
the  county.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  II.  W.,  passed  his 
younger  years  in  acquiring  an  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  remained  an  inmate  of  the 
parental  household  until  he  was  thirteen  years,  and 
five  months  old.  At  this  age  he  enlisted  in  the 


Union  Army,  and  it  is  probably  true  that  he  was  the 


youngest  soldier  to  enlist  during  the  war  upon  the 


side  of  the  Union  forces.  He  joined  Co.  B,  149th 


Pa.  Vol.  Inf.,  Sept.  3,  1863,  and  served  one  year  as  a 
private.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Warring¬ 
ton  Junction,  Rappahannock,  Culpeper,  Rapidan, 


and  numerous  skirmishes.  After  returning  from  the 


war, 


he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  for  two 


years,  then  performed  the  duties  of  a  teacher  one 
winter,  and  then,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  went  to 
Polo,  Ill.  There  he  clerked  in  a  dry-goods  store, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  1872,  when  he  became  :  M 
an  employe  of  C.  M.  Henderson  <fc  Co.,  wholesale 


boot  and  shoe  dealers  of  Chicago.  He  acted  as 


traveling  salesman  for  that  firm  one  year,  represent- 
in0'  the  States  of  Missouri  and  lvansas,  and  then,  le- 
turning  to  Polo,  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business. 
After  conducting  the  latter  business  for  two  years  c 
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he  sold  out,  and,  going  to  New  York  engaged  with 
Y  illiam  H.  Lyon  <fc  Co.,  a  wholesale  dry-goods 
house.  He  operated  for  that  firm  for  nine  years  or 
until  1885,  being  their  general  salesman  for  the 
States  of  Illinois  and  Iowa.  In  1882  Mr.  Fagley 
became  interested  in  the  clothing  business  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  in  connection  with  I.  N.  Isham,  but  never¬ 
theless,  continued  on  the  road  in  the  interest  of 
Lyon  &  Co.  In  the  spring  of  1886,  our  subject 
bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Isham,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  time  to  the  business.  He  employs  five 
men,  and  has  a  large  and  extensive  trade. 

Mr.  Fagley  was  married,  June  15,  1880,  to  Miss 
Alice  Grant,  a  native  of  Polo,  Ill.,  and  a  daughter 
of  A.  J.  Grant.  Of  their  union  two  children  have 
been  born — Paul  E.  and  Harold  L.  In  politics  Mr. 
Fagley  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
self-made  man  in  every  respect  the  word  implies, 
and  one  of  the  young  and  energetic  business  men  of 
Cedar  Rapids. 

ffl  OSHUA  D.  STONE  is  a  pioneer  of  Linn 
Count}T  of  1847,  having  come  here  during 
that  year  with  his  wife,  and  has  been  an  act¬ 
ive  factor  in  the  agricultural  development 
of  the  county  since  that  time.  In  fact  the  major 
portion  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  he  is  yet  engaged  in  that  vocation, 
living  on  his  fine  place  on  section  34,  Maine  Town¬ 
ship.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and 
Laura  (Bowen)  Stone,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  York  respectively.  For  further  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  their  lives  we  refer  the  reader  to  biog¬ 
raphy  of  Zephania  Stone. 

Joshua  D.  Stone  was  born  in  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.,  Aug.  3,  1822.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  State  and  supplemented  his 
education  received  therein  by  a  course  of  study  at 
the  academy  at  Grafton,  Tompkins  County,  which 
he  attended  for  several  winters.  He  was  about 
two  years  old  when  his  parents  removed  to  that 
county,  and  our  subject  continued  to  live  there  un¬ 
til  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  had  passed,  being 
engaged  the  while  in  farming.  In  the  fall  of  1847, 
as  stated,  he  came  to  this  county  with  his  wife,  and 
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settling  in  Brown  Township,  followed  the  general 
routine  of  a  farmer’s  life  for  several  years.  He  pur- 
chased  a  farm  there,  and  also  bought  and  sold  sev-  pPHij 
eral  tracts  of  land  in  that  township,  and  finally  dis¬ 
posing  of  his  interests  in  that  township,  purchased!? 
a  farm  on  section  31,  Marion  Township.  He  livedH| 
on  this  for  a  time,  and  then,  during  the  late  war, 
sold  it,  and  returning  again  to  Brown  Township 
rented  the  farm  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Love,  which  he  culti 
vated  for  five  years.  After  that  he  engaged  in  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits,  and  after  two  seasons  went  back 
to  the  home  farm  and  operated  it  for  three  years. 

We  next  hear  of  him  in  Maine  Township, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  in  the  eastern  part, 
on  which  he  settled  and  where  he  is  still  living. 

He  has  met  with  far  more  than  ordinary  success  in 
his  calling,  and  that  too  after  meeting  and  overcom¬ 
ing  numerous  obstacles. 

Mr.  Stone  was  first  married  at  W oodhull,  Steuben 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  31,  1847,  to  Susan  A.  Gardner.  jjjjjfr 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  but  she  was  born  at  Corning,  Steuben  Co.,  .H  PI 
N.  Y.  Of  their  union  four  children  have  been 
born — Alice  C.,  Gertrude  E.,  Augustus  Donley  and 
Jeremiah  F.  Alice  C.  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  S. 

Love,  and  departed  this  life  at  Springville,  June 
22,  1872 ;  Gertrude  E.  died  in  Brown  Township, 

Jan.  14,  1856,  when  four  years  of  age;  Augustus 
Donley  died  in  Springville,  March  15,  1876,  aged 
seventeen  years;  Jeremiah  F.  is  living  with  the  old 
folk. 

Mrs.  Stone  died  in  Brown  Township,  and  our 
subject  was  a  second  time  married,  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
Franklin  Township,  this  county,  Aug.  7,  1872,  to 
Emily  Minot,  a  native  of  Ohio.  She  bore  him  one 
child.  Herman  M.,  and  died  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Mr. 

Stone  formed  a  third  matrimonial  alliance  in  Clark 
County,  Mo..  June  11, 1877,  Miss  Frances  A.  Feck 
becoming  his  wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  David  H. 
and  Hannah  S.  (Caulkins)  Peck,  natives  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  was  born  in  Mayville,  Chautauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  25,  1834. 

Mr.  Stone  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director, 
and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Democrat  party.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  late 
Civil  War,  having  enlisted  in  the  6th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  and  served  eighteen  months. 
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gaged  while  in  the  service  in  fighting  the  Indians 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  White  Stone  Hill 
and  numerous  skirmishes,  his  health  being  greatly 
impaired  during  his  service. 


1 


W.  REEDER,  a  prominent  capitalist  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1825.  He 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Flemings) 
Reeder,  natives  of  the  same  State.  The  parental 
family  of  our  subject  consisted  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  only  three  are  living.  The  parents  died 
in  the  fall  of  1855;  they  belonged  to  the  Quaker 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  in  their  com¬ 
munity. 

Our  subject  lived  on  the  farm  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to 
learn  chair-making  and  painting,  but  after  serving 
three  years,  he  abandoned  it,  being  desirous  of 
taking  another  course  of  study,  and  accordingly 
went  to  Meadville,  and  attended  the  Alleghany 
College,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he,  in  company  with 
forty  others,  set  out  to  cross  the  plains  to  Califor¬ 
nia.  They  traveled  by  water  to  St.  Joseph,  Mo., 
thence  with  mule  teams  overland,  expecting  to  en¬ 
counter  many  difficulties  and  dangers.  There  were 
no  white  settlers  for  hundreds  of  miles  west  ex¬ 
cept  at  Salt  Lake  City.  The  journey  occupied 
ninety-six  days,  and  the}’  landed  in  Placerville  on 
the  American  River  in  California.  They  were  lost 
for  six  days,  and  their  provisions  ran  short,  and  to 
keep  from1  starving,  were  obliged  to  kill  one  of 
their  mules.  They  then  consulted  as  to  what  course 
to  pursue.  Mr.  Reeder,  with  some,  turned  back, 
while  others  went  on.  Four  of  the  six  who  con¬ 
tinued  their  journey  westward  were  murdered  by 
the  Indians,  and  the  remaining  two  camped  on  a 
mountain  where  the  snow  was  thirty  feet  deep,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  reaching  their  destination. 

After  reaching  the  mines,  Mr.  Reeder  was  taken 
ill,  and  for  three  months  his  sufferings  and  privations 
were  almost  too  great  to  be  credited,  still  he  never 
gave  up,  and  suffice  it  to  say  that  after  spending  a 
i  few  years  in  that  region,  he  was  enabled  to  pur¬ 


chase  a  farm  of  280  acres  of  land  in  Indiana,  which 
he  sold  two  years  later,  and  in  1853  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  which  was  at  that  time  a  town  of  only  six 
or  seven  hundred  inhabitants,  lie  has  consequently 
seen  the  many  changes  that  have  taken  place  since 
that  time. 

Mr.  Reeder  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss  Sophia 
Kingsbury,  of  Wadsworth,  Ohio.  Of  their  union 


there  have  been  born  three  children — George  K.,  a 


civil  engineer  in  Helena,  Mont.  Ter. ;  Charles  G., 
traveling  salesman  for  a  boot  and  shoe  house,  and 
Henry  P.,  a  printer,  now  working  on  the  Pioneer 
Press  of  Minneapolis.  Mr.  Reeder  is  Republican 
in  politics,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity;  he  is  considered  an  important  - 
factor  of  the  business  and  industrial  interests  of  3 
this  county,  aiding  materially  in  developing  its  re-  g 
sources,  and  receives  his  reward  in  the  esteem  and  g 
confidence  of  its  citizens. 
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F.  SEELY,  plumber,  gas  and  steam  fitter  and 
dealer  in  plumbing  goods  at  Nos.  18  and  20 
South  Second  street,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born 
in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  June  22,  1838. 
He  is  a  son  of  Bijah  C.  and  Temperance  (Edwards) 
Seely,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Maryland  respectively. 
Bijah  Seely  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  followed  his 
vocation  until  coming  to  Marion,  this  county,  in 
1850.  Upon  his  arrival  he  purchased  a  farm  six 
miles  northwest  of  Marion,  located  on  Dry  Creek, 
and  containing  forty  acres.  On  this  place  he  lived 
and  labored  until  his  death,  in  1852.  His  good 
wife  survived  him  until  1878,  when  she  passed  away 
to  join  him  on  the  other  shore.  One  child  was  the 
issue  of  their  union — the  subject  of  this  notice. 

S.  F.  Seely,  on  accompanying  his  parents  to  this 
State  and  county,  worked  out  to  aid  in  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  parental  household  until  he  was  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age.  He  then  engaged  to  learn  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  after  which  he  worked  at  engin¬ 
eering  and  mechanical  labor  until  1882,  when  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  present  business.  In  1862  Mr.  Seely 
enlisted  in  Co.  I,  20th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  as  private, 
and  was  promoted  Sergeant.  He  was  taken  sick 
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while  in  Missouri  and  was  confined  to  the  hospital 
for  four  months,  and  then  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  and  has  never  been  a  well  man  since. 

After  returning  from  the  war  Mr.  Seely  contin¬ 
ued  his  mechanical  labor  until  1882,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  plumbing  and  gas  works  he  is  at  present 
conducting.  He  gives  einploj’ment  to  from  six  to 
twenty  men,  and  has  a  thriving  and  lucrative  trade. 
In  connection  with  his  other  business  Mr.  S.  is  also 
State  Agent  for  the  J.  C.  McNeil  Steam-Heating 
Boiler,  which  he  claims  is  the  most  economical 
boiler  now  in  use.  It  is  adapted  to  the  burning  of 
hard,  soft,  lump,  nut,  slack  coal  or  coke,  is  a  self- 
feeder,  is  made  of  best  boiler  iron,  is  perfectly  safe, 
and  is  automatically  arranged  so  it  requires  no  at¬ 
tention  oftener  than  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  Seely  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nar- 
cissa  Webster,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 
Phineas  and  Susan  Webster,  in  1864.  The  issue  of 
their  union  has  been  four  children:  Everett  S.> 
Maude  F.,  Merton  F.  and  Bessie  N.  Everett  S.  is 
a  telegrapher  and  an  employe  of  the  B.  C.  R.  & 
N.  R.  R.  Co.  The  family  residence  is  pleasantly 
located  at  No.  324  First  avenue.  In  politics  our 
subject  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ;  and  religiously  he 
and  his  wife  are  active,  working  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

EDWARD  LE  ROY  SAMSON  is  a  first-class 
jeweler  and  watch-maker  of  Marion,  and 
established  his  business  here  in  1854.  He  is 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Le  Roy, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1832,  his  parents  being 
Caleb  and  Fannie  (White)  Samson,  who,  in  1838, 
went  into  Peoria,  Ill.  They  traveled  from  there 
by  team  to  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  where  they  remained 
until  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Le  Roy,  N.  1".,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  to  the  jeweler 
and  watch-making  trade  with  his  brother.  When 
his  apprenticeship  was  completed,  he  determined  to 
seek  western  fields  for  his  future  operations.  He 
therefore  went  to  Ypsilanti,  and  for  a  year  was  in 
the  employ  of  M.  A.  Parks  as  a  journeyman.  He 


then  went  to  Saline,  Mich.,  and  setting  up  an  es¬ 
tablishment  of  his  own,  proceeded  to  carry  on  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  He  remained  thus  occupied  for 
three  3rears,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  there, 
and  in  1854  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State.  HeR 
traveled  bv  rail  but  a  short  distance,  and  was  com- 

i 

pelled  to  make  the  greater  part  of  the  journey  by  J 
stage  and  stenmboat.  Reaching  Maquoketa,  he 
remained  there  a  short  time,  then  proceeded  to  Ana- 
mosa,  where  he  tarried  but  a  brief  period,  and 
thence  came  to  Marion,  reaching  here  Oct.  4,  1854. 
His  first  intention  was  only  to  spend  the  winter  here, 
as  he  intended  traveling  the  following  season,  but 
he  concluded  to  change  his  plans  and,  as  it  proved, 
became  permanently  located,  and  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  this  city  for  over  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Sampson  purchased  the  business  of  the  first 
jeweler  who  had  located  at  Marion,  but  who  had 
only  been  there  a  short  time.  He  soon  found  him¬ 
self  with  plenty  of  work  to  do,  and  the  increasing 
patronage  of  the  best  residents  of  the  city.  With 
the  exception  of  eighteen  months,  he  has  been  on 
duty  continuously  since  that  time.  During  this  in¬ 
terval  he  went  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  manufacture  of  jewelry  in  that  city. 
He  was  not  successful  in  his  enterprise,  however, 
and  returned  to  Marion,  resuming  his  former  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  since  met  with  unvarying  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Samson  was  celebrated  in 
Rock  Island,  Ill.,  March  26,  1860,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Mrs.  Catharine  Carter,  the  widow  of 
Charles  C1.  Carter,  and  daughter  of  William  P. 
Briggs,  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Samson  is  a  native  of 
Richmond,  At.,  and  she  and  her  husband  have  be¬ 
come  parents  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Charles  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years;  the  second  child,  a  daughter,  Josephine, 
died  in  infancy.  The  living  are:  Bertha  A.,  Laura 
N.  and  Roy  E.  Mrs.  Samson  had  one  child  by  her 
first  marriage,  a  daughter,  Cora,  the  wife  of  B.  C. 
Busby,  of  Marion. 

In  politics  Mr.  S.  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge 
No.  18,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Libra 
Lodge  of  Marion,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
charter  members.  He  is  also  a  charter  member  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor.  He  was  City  Treasurer  of 
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Marion  in  1876,  and  Mayor  of  the  city  in  1885.  lie 
is  the  oldest  jeweler  and  watch-maker  in  the  county 
of  Linn,  and  his  reliable  work  and  straightforward 
manner  of  doing  business  have  attracted  to  him 
hosts  of  friends  and  patrons.  He  occupies  an  en¬ 
viable  position  in  the  community,  and  is  fulfilling 
at  all  points  the  duties  of  an  honest  man  and  good 
citizen. 


S.  SMITH,  deceased.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  a  native  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and 
was  born  April  9,  1795;  his  death  occurred 
at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy-five  years,  Feb. 
24,  1870.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  Province,  and  from  there  came  to  Michigan 
in  1849.  The  following  year,  March  5,  in  the  city 
of  Detroit,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Louise  (Rice)  Dunn.  Mrs.  Smith  was  also  a  native 
of  Nova  .Scotia,  born  in  Digby  County  April  3, 
1825.  When  a  child  of  eleven  years  her  parents 
removed  to  Eastport,  Me.,  where  they  remained 
three  years,  thence  going  to  Robinston,  where 
they  remained  until  the  death  of  her  father,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  eighty-three  years  old.  The 
mother  still  lives  at  Robinston,  and  is  now  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  At  that  place  Mrs.  Smith  was 
married  to  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Gilbert  Dunn,  in 
1846.  Soon  after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  D.  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where,  in  1849,  she  was 
left  a  widow  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Dunn,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Sarah  M.,  her  daughter 
by  her  first  husband,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Maudes- 
ley,  and  they  are  living  in  Kenwood,  Linn  County; 
Charles  F.  married  Mrs.  Eliza  (Haines)  Harmer; 
they  are  residing  in  Dakota,  and  engaged  in  farm- 


After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Iowa,  set- 
t  tling  in  Rapids  Township  in  1854.  After  a  period 
.  1  of  seven  years  they  located  upon  their  present 


ing  due  attention  to  the  improvement  and  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  his  little  farm.  Here  he  lived  quietly  and 
peacefully,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  a  good  citizen, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  life  left  behind  him  a  manly 
example  and  a  record  of  kindly  deeds. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  A  son,  Jesse 
F., married  Miss  Edwina  Poole;  this  lady  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Byron,  Wis.,  born  May  1,  18G2,  and  she  and 
her  husband  became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Ettie,  deceased,  was  the  eldest;  Sydney,  Stella  and 
Bessie.  Jessie  F.  Smith  is  also  a  mason  by  trade, 
and,  with  his  family,  resides  on  the  homestead. 
George  W.  married  Mrs.  S.  ^Emma  (Dunning) 
Shuey,  and  they  reside  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids; 
he  is  also  a  mason  by  trade,  Kate  E.  became  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Fritz;  they  are  occupied  in  farming, 
and  reside  near  Palo,  this  county ;  Mary  E.  married 
Silas  B.  McGowan,  and  they  reside  in  Marion ;  Al¬ 
bert  J.  is  unmarried  and  living  at  home.  The  de¬ 
ceased  are:  Frank  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight¬ 
een  months,  and  Lucy  A.,  whose  life  terminated  at 
the  interesting  age  of  sixteen  years.  Mrs.  Smith 
and  her  family  are  faithful  attendants  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  with  which  they  are  connected  in 
membership. 


homestead,  consisting  of  seventeen  acres,  which  on 
account  of  its  near  vicinity  to  the  business  portion 
Sag  of  the  city’,  being  now  on  Mt.  Vernon  avenue,  has 
i  become  quite  valuable  property.  Mr.  Smith  was  a 

i 

mason  by  trade,  and  occupied  himself  jointly  carry¬ 
ing  on  that  business,  and  in  connection  with  it  giv- 


!  EORGE  D.  GILLILAN,  ex-Sheriff  of  Linn 
County,  is  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Wau- 
beek,  and  a  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
Ile  is  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  born  in  Ma- 
County,  Feb.  11,  1836,  his  parents  being 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Holloway)  Gillilan,  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia.  They  married  and  settled  in 
Mason  County,  W.  Va.,  where  they  remained  until 
1849,  and  then,  desirous  of  bettering  their  condi¬ 
tion,  they  gathered  together  their  effects,  turned 
their  faces  westward  and  settled  in  Linn  County, 
locating  upon  the  site  of  what  is  now  the  town  of 
Viola.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
which  pursuit  he  followed  in  this  State,  lhey  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  site  of  their  first  location  until 
the  decease  of  the  father,  which  occured  in  De¬ 
cember,  1875;  the  mother  survives,  and  is  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Viola.  Their  union  was  blest  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children — Joseph,  George  D.,  Mary  A., 
Frances,  Jane,  Henry  P.,  Ellen,  Paulina  C.  and  Lu- 
ella  K. 

George  D.  Gillilan  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
old  when  his  parents  came  to  Linn  County.  He 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  completed  his 
studies  in  the  Academy  at  Fairview,  Jones  County, 
remaining  with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old,  when  he  started  out  to  carry  on 
business  for  himself.  He  rented  a  tract  of  land 
in  Brown  Township,  upon  which  he  remained  two 
years,  in  the  meantime  being  married.  From  there 
he  removed  to  Maine  Township,  and  rented  another 
farm,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  two 
more  years,  and  then  rumors  of  war  began  to  be 
heard  in  the  land,  and  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  to 
fight  for  the  Union,  becoming  a  member  of  Co.  F, 
20th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.',  Aug.  11,  1862,  and  continued 
in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Shortly 
after  enlistment  he  was  promoted  Sergeant.  He 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  company, 
-  receiving  no  injury,  aud  was  mustered  out  at  Mo¬ 
bile,  Ala.,  July  9,  1865. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Gillilan  became  a  civilian  again, 
he  returned  to  Linn  County,  and  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Viola,  in  company  with  Thomas 
Irving.  This  partnership  existed  eight  months, 
when  Mr.  Gillilan  diposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
business,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with 
W.  R.  Peet,  under  the  firm  name  of  Peet  &  Gillilan. 
RBI  They  operated  together  about  one  year,  when  Mr. 
G.  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  business  and  went 
to  Tama  County,  where  he  remained  about  a  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Viola,  and  became  occupied 
in  mercantile  business,  continuing  thus  employed  for 
:  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  accepted  the  prop¬ 
osition  of  his  father  to  take  charge  of  the  latter’s 
farm,  but  on  account  of  failing  health  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  this  after  two  years.  This  was 
in  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he  was  nominated  for 
Sheriff  of  Linn  County,  and  elected  over  H.  D. 
Newland  by  a  majority  of  640  votes.  Two  years 
thereafter  he  was  re-elected  over  Terry  Brokaw,  by 
a  majority  of  1,400  votes.  He  served  as  Sheriff  of 
Linn  County  for  four  years,  and  after  his  last  term 
of  office  had  expired  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 


business  at  Marion  for  two  years.  He  then  sold  out, 
went  to  Colorado,  and  engaged  in  mining,  which 
speculation  proved  disastrous  to  all  concerned.  In 
about  one  year  thereafter  he  returned  to  Marion, 
and  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business,  being- 
appointed  District  Manager  for  the  Centennial  Mu¬ 
tual  Life  Association  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  for  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  severed  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  association  and  removed  to  Waubeek, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  fire  insurance 
and  the  sale  of  monuments.  In  connection  with 
his  other  business  transactions,  Mr.  Gillilan  is  also 
agent  for  Gen.  Grant’s  “Memoirs,”  in  Linn  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gillilan  and  Miss  Ordelia 
A.  Barret  occurred  Jan.  12,  1860,  in  Maine  Town¬ 
ship.  Mrs.  Gillilan  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  C.  (Ferrin)  Barret,  natives  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  They  first  settled  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  remained  until  1857,  when  they  came 
to  this  State,  making  their  first  location  in  College 
Township,  whence  they  afterward  removed  to 
Maine  Township.  Here  the  father  died,  March  27, 
1882;  the  mother  survives,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Maine  Township.  They  came  from  an  excellent 
family,  aud  were  noted  for  high  moral  principles 
and  worth  of  character.  Their  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  ten  children — Phillip,  Enos,  Manley, 
George  W.,  Jane  C.,  Ordelia  A.,  Lydia  S.,  George 
Washington,  William  P.  and  Arvilla.  Mrs.  Orde¬ 
lia  A.  Gillilan  is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  Feb.  22,  1829.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  five  chil¬ 
dren — Charles  IL,  Estella  J.,  Nellie  E.,  Frank  D. 
and  Floy.  Of  this  little  group  the  three  eldest  are 
deceased,  and  the  remainder  are  living  with  their 
parents  at  home. 

In  addition  to  more  important  public  positions, 
Mr.  Gillilan  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Trustee  and  Assessor.  Mr.  Gillilan  is  a  member 
and  Commander  of  Marvin  Mills  Post  No.  212, 
G.  A.  R.,  also  of  Springfield  Lodge  No.  139,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Marion  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  K. 
of  T.,  stationed  at  Marion.  He  is  Republican  in 
politics,  decided  in  his  views,  and  casts  his  vote  for 
those  principles  which  he  believes  to  be  the  only 
ones  which  will  safely  perpetuate  our  excellent  sys- 
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tern  of  government.  Mrs.  (i.  is  an  amiable  and 
excellent  lady,  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  circle 
of  which  she  is  a  member,  and  is  connected  with 
the  Congregational  Church. 


C 


li 


OI1X  STAMV,  one  of  the  substantial  farm¬ 
ers  and  stock-breeders  of  Linn  County,  now 
residing  on  section  21,  Monroe  Township, 
was  born  in  1834,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
He  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Susanna  (Foreman) 
Stamy,  of  German  descent,  and  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  father  was  born  Oct.  2,  1808,  and  died 
Oct.  30,  1880.  lie  was  an  Elder  in  the  German 
Baptist  Church  and  devoted  to  his  religion.  His 
mother  was  born  in  1810  and  died  in  April,  1869. 
To  these  parents  six  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
Solomon,  Sarah,  John,  Abraham,  George  and  Su¬ 
sanna. 

On  March  25,  1858,  Mr.  Stamy  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Snively,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  July  24,  1867.  She  was 
the  mother  of  five  children,  as  follows:  Abraham 
A.,  born  Jan.  17,  1859,  married  Miss  Clara  Little; 
Jacob,  born  Jan.  8,  1861,  died  in  infancy;  Snively 
L.,  born  Aug.  18,  1862;  John  S.,  June  7,  1865; 
Andrew  J„  born  July  23,  1867,  died  Sept.  30,  1867. 

Mr.  Stamy  entered  the  matrimonial  state  a  second 
time  with  Miss  Prudence  E.  Albaugh,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Sept.  23,  1869.  She  was  born  Aug. 
18,  1848,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anne 
(Stirtier)  Albaugh,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Mr.  Albaugh  was  born  April  17,  1813,  and 
his  wife,  Sept.  12,  1820.  They  are  both  still  living. 
By  his  last  marriage,  Mr.  Stamy  has  five  children, 
as  follows:  Annie  A.,  born  Aug.  23,  1870;  Susan¬ 
na  E.,  March  10,  1.S72;  Amanda  F.,  May  24,  1874; 
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Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  S.  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  since  December,  1872.  lie  is  no  politician  and 
belongs  to  no  party. 

Mrs.  Stamy  of  this  sketch  is  an  educated  lady, 
lirst  school  at  the 


and  taught  her 
years, 


age  of  fifteen 


She  was  thus  occupied  for  five  years  before  B  i 
her  marriage  with  our  subject. 


Mr.  Stamy  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  enjoying 
the  comforts  of  a  beautiful  home  and  surrounded 
by  a  happy  family.  His  strict  attention  to  busi¬ 
ness  has  secured  him  a  fair  share  of  this  world’s 


goods,  while  his  uprightness  in  all  his  dealings,  : 


combined  with  his  genial  deportment,  has  won  him 
the  respect  and  affection  of  all  who  know  him. 


S 


ENRY  GOOD,  one  of  the  foremost  farmers 
of  this  county  and  now  residing  on  section 
32,  Monroe  Township,  was  born  in  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.,  Dec.  26,  1832.  He  is  the  sou  of 
Henry  and  Lydia  (Stoney)  Good,  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  father  died  in  1858;  the  mother  is 
still  living  in  Lehigh  County.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Moses,  Henry,  Alexander  P.,  Sarah,  Maria 
and  Wilhelmina.  Mr.  Good’s  grandmother  was 
born  in  Germany. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  E.  Combs,  Feb.  2,  1864.  She  was  born  in 
Indiana  Aug.  26,  1841.  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Lorana  (Harrison)  Combs,  who  were  married  in 
1838.  Mr.  C.  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  the 
mother  of  Kentucky,  and  both  died  in  1862.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Good  came  to  Linn  County  and 
located  in  Marion  Township  in  1841.  Two  years 
later  they  removed  to  Monroe  Township,  where 
they  died,  as  above  stated.  Mr.  C.  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  an  honest,  industrious  and  upright 


at 


Daniel  A.,  May  19,  1877;  Solomon  J.,  Dec.  25,  gentleman.  The  parental  household  consisted  of 


Mr.  Stamy  is  the  owner  of  145  acres  of  line  land 
in  this  township,  which  is  well  cultivated  and  cared 


eight  children,  who  were  named  as  follows :  Will-  Y& 


In  1885  he  erected  a  fine  dwelling,  two  stories 
1 6x16,  and  a  cellar  under 


:r®T|  high,  16x28,  with  an  “L 
|  |  the  main  part. 

£4 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stamy  are  members  of  the  German 


iam  H.,  Arilda,  Bowen,  Margaret  E.,  John  II., 
Delilah,  James  M.  B.  and  Alvin  G.  All  are  de¬ 
ceased  except  William  II.,  a  resident  of  Monroe 
Township,  and  Mrs.  Good. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  there  have  been 
born  five  children,  as  follows:  Delbert,  born  Dec. 
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23,  1864,  died  March  1,  1879;  James  W.  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1866;  Josephine  M.  was  born  Aug.  26, 
1868,  and  became  the  wife  of  Albert  P.  Fitzgerald, 
a  native  of  this  county,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1885;  Harriet  L.  was  born  Jan.  16,  1871,  and  Mar¬ 
garet  C.,  March  9,  1874. 

Mr.  Good  is  the  owner  of  320  acres  of  line  land, 
all  of  which  is  well  improved.  He  makes  a  specialty 
of  breeding  cattle,  and  is  also  engaged  successfully 
in  the  dairy  business.  He  feeds  annually  large 
numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs,  which  he  ships  to  the 
Chicago  markets.  Both  as  a  stock-raiser  and  agri¬ 
culturist  he  stands  prominent  among  the  farmers  of 
this  region,  and  has  been  uniformly  successful.  He 
became  a  resident  of  the  Hawkeye  .State  on  the 
|||  14th  of  April,  1858.  In  early  manhood  he  learned 
the  trade  of  milling  and  also  of  distilling,  the  lat- 
r  :  ter  of  which  he  followed  for  eight  years,  first  car- 
i  -  tying  on  the  business  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and 
-  pursuing  the  same  after  coming  to  Iowa,  at  Spring 
i::  Hill,  until  May,  1860.  On  the  8th  of  this  mouth 

U:.- 

he  started  out  m  company  with  a  party  of  four 
and  went  to  Pike’s  Peak.  After  arriving  there  he 
stayed  in  the  mountains  until  September  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  December  following, 
jpia  Soon  afterward  he  went  to  Marion  and  erected  a 
distilleiy,  and  in  company  with  others  operated 
it  until  August,  1861,  when  the  company  failed  and 
suspended  business.  Mr.  Good  then  purchased  his 
present  homestead,  which  he  has  occupied  since  that 
time,  and  upon  which  he  has  made  fine  improve¬ 
ments,  and  established  a  comfortable  homestead. 
He  and  his  family  are  highly  esteemed  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  as  illustrating  everything  that  is  straightforward 
and  praiseworthy. 


ETER  G.  HENDERSON.  Among  the  rep¬ 
resentative  and  prominent  citizens  of  Linn 
County  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  Fie  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Aley  Henderson,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  this  volume.  Fie  was  boru  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  Jan.  2,  1843,  and  was 
a  lad  of  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came  to  Iowa.  Young  Henderson  was  reared  upon 
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the  farm,  and  early  in  life  was  taught  habits  of  in 
dustry.  He  attended  the  district  schools,  and  there 
received  the  rudiments  of  an  education  which  in 
later  years  was  supplemented  by  teaching  and  ex¬ 
tensive  reading. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when,  in  the  spring  of 
1865,  in  company  with  his  brother,  he  rented  land 
in  Delaware  County,  where  he  remained  a  year. 
He  then  returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  man¬ 
aged  for  his  father  until  the  spring  of  1867.  Dur¬ 
ing  that  year  he  purchased  thirty-six  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  38,  of  Jackson  Township.  The  next  year  he 
secured  sixty-four  acres  more,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  360  acres.  Fie  continued 
in  the  quiet  and  profitable  pursuit  of  farming  and 
stock-raising  until  1877,  when  he  enlarged  his  field 
of  labor  by  establishing  the  4  alley  Farm  Creamery, 
and,  in  1882,  founded  and  put  in  successful  opera¬ 
tion  the  Deep  Spring  Creamery,  located  on  section 
5,  of  Jackson  Township.  These  two  establishments 
have  a  capacity  of  30,000  pounds  of  milk  per  day. 
In  this  connection  it  is  fitting  to  remark  that  Mr. 
Henderson  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  enterprising  creamery  men  in  the  State,  but  is 
among  the  pioneers  of  that  important  industry, 
which  has  completely  revolutionized  the  old  meth¬ 
ods  of  farming  throughout  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  is  a  practical  butter-maker,  and  profiting  b}’  his 
experience  and  advice,  the  creamery  business  has 
been  largely  developed  in  the  Northwest,  His  ability 
has  been  recognized  by  his  associates  in  the  same 
line  of  business,  having  been  chosen  by  them 


1883  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Iowa  Butter  and 
Cheese  Association,  and  at  present  is  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Northwestern  Dairymen’s  Association. 
The  annual  product  of  Mr.  Henderson’s  creameries 
reaches  about  200,000  pounds.  His  goods  have  a 
reputation  for  their  splendid  quality,  no  creamery 
products  in  the  Northwest  ranking  above  them  in 
the  market  price. 

Mr.  Henderson’s  splendid  farm  is  situated  three 
miles  north  of  Central  City,  in  the  midst  of  a  rich 
agricultural  region,  and  one  especialty  adapted  to 
the  dairy  business.  His  buildings,  a  view  of  which 
we  are  pleased  to  present  in  this  volume,  are  on  a 
slight  eminence  near  the  Wapsie  River.  His  barns 
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and  numerous  out-buildings  have  been  modeled  and 
constructed  after  the  latest  improved  methods,  for 
feeding,  milking  and  taking  care  of  the  dairy  herd. 
The  creameries,  barns  and  outhouses  all  combine  to 
make  his  among  the  model  farms  of  Linn  County. 
During  the  past  year  Mr.  Henderson  has  introduced 
the  Red  Polled  cattle  upon  his  place.  Prior  to 
this  introduction  his  herd  of  milkers  consisted  of 
grade  Jerseys  and  Short-horns,  lie  now  has  a  herd 
of  twelve  of  the  Red  Polled  stock,  and  is  convinced 
by  actual  experience  that  they  combine  the  best 
qualities  of  both  milk  and  beef.  Ihey  are  native 
English  cattle,  bred  in  Suffolk  for  many  years,  and 
there  they  have  reached  the  highest  state  of  excel¬ 
lence.  He  has  two  imported  cows,  Garnet,  No.  49, 
and  Pride,  No.  1 1 1 ,  registered  in  the  Red  Polled 
Cattle  Book  of  America.  He  also  has  a  bull, 
Slasher  2d,  No.  64,  Red  Polled  Cattle  Book,  a  mag¬ 
nificent  animal,  perfect  in  form,  and  marked  with 


all  the  characteristics  of  this  noted  family  of  milk 


are  given  in  the  view  spoken  of  above. 

at  —  it _ e\A  n  motrimnni 
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and  beef  cattle.  Pictures  of  these  splendid  animals 
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Mr.  Henderson  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  Jane  Arabella  Mills,  April  1J,  1867.  Her 
parents,  Albin  D.  and  Dotha  (lord)  Mills,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  They  came  into  Iowa  in 
1850,  and  settled  on  section  28,  Jackson  Township, 
where  Mr.  Mills  died  Sept.  10,  1856,  and  his  wife 
Feb. 
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1880.  The  former  was  born  Dec.  19, 1794, 


and  the  latter  Feb.  7,  1804.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Mrs. 
Henderson  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Dec.  /,  1844, 
and  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children,  live  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Ihe  names  of  the  family  in 
order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  William,  James,  El¬ 
sie  (who  died  when  in  her  second  year),  Ernest, 
Henry,  Mary  and  Earl.  All  the  living  are  making 


their  home  beneath  the  parental  roof.  Both  the 


parents  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Henderson  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  holding  membership  with  Level  Lodge  No. 
284,  of  Central  City,  and  also  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Marion,  and  the  Patmos  Commandery 
No.  27,  Knights  Templars,  of  Marion.  Politically 


iie  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  of  late  years  has 
been  independent  in  his  political  views,  preferring 
to  vote  for  men  and  measures,  regardless  of  the  be- 
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bests  and  dictations  of  party  leaders.  In  1883  he 
was  nominated  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Independ¬ 
ent  party  of  his  district,  lie  led  a  forlorn  hope, 
and  the  result  was,  as  he  expected,  a  defeat. 

Mr.  Henderson  is  a  careful,  conscientious  and 
thoroughly  enterprising  business  man.  He  is  a 
pleasant  and  genial  companion,  hospitable  in  his 
home  and  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  vie  with  each 
other  in  dispensing  a  generous  hospitality  to  all  who 
come  under  their  roof.  In  his  manner  he  is  plain 
and  unostentatious,  not  at  all  affected  or  pretending 
to  be  more  than  he  is.  As  one  of  the  truly  repre¬ 
sentative  business  men  of  the  county,  as  well  as  one 
of  her  most  estimable  citizens,  the  publishers  take 
pleasure  in  presenting,  in  collection  with  this  brief 
outline  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Henderson,  his  portrait. 


_ 


UTHER  CLARK,  of  Franklin  Township,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Linn  County,  and  a 

_  pioneer  of  the  Ilawkeye  State,  crossed  the 

Mississippi  in  1840,  before  the  present  State  of 
Iowa  had  cast  off  its  territorial  condition.  .  lie  is  a 
native  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
April  5,  1828.  His  father,  Oliver  Clark,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Connecticut,  born  in  1796,  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  Abner  Clark,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same 
State,  and  a  pioneer  of  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He 
went  there  during  his  early  manhood,  and  his  last 
days  were  spent  there,  and  his  body  rests  in  peace 
among  the  Ohio  hills. 

Oliver  Clark  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  remaining  there  until  his  marriage.  He  then, 
with  his  bride,  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  located 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Lorain  County.  He 
purchased  timber  land,  built  his  log  cabin,  and  in 
due  time  had  eliminated  a  smiling  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  He  remained  thereuntil  1840, at  which 
time  the  young  Territory  of  Iowa  was  attracting 
much  attention,  and  promising  great  things  for  the 
future,  and  he  was  seized  with  a  desire  to  cross  the 
Father  of  Waters.  He  accordingly  sold  his  farm 
and  proceeded  to  carry  his  resolve  into  execution. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1839,  and  made  a  claim  on 
the  site  of  what  is  now  Franklin  Township.  He 
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then  returned  to  Ohio  after  his  family  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  his  wife  aud  ten  children.  Their  outfit 
1  onsisted  of  six  horses  and  three  wagons.  Into  the 
latter  they  loaded  their  household  goods  and 
started  upon  their  long  journey  westward,  camp¬ 
ing  and  cooking  by  the  wayside,  their  covered 
wagons  furnishing  them  the  only  shelter  from  the 
storms  which  they  encountered  on  their  journey. 
The  trip  was  not  unpleasant  nor  uninteresting,  and 
they  met  with  many  adventures  to  shorten  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  travels,  and  finally  reached  their  des¬ 
tination  in  safety. 

Oliver  Clark  arrived  in  Linn  County  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1840.  He  rented  a  cabin  for  a  few  months, 
then  built  a  double-log  house,  a  large  one  for  those 
days,  into  which  the  family  moved  in  the  fall.  He 
entered  his  laud  as  soon  as  it  came  into  the  market, 

il 

lEg 

nearest  market  in  those  days,  Ft.  Atkinson,  150 

IE  * 

miles  distant,  being  the  best  market  for  hogs  and 
cattle.  Dressed  hogs  then  sold  as  low  as  §1.25  per 
jijj  100  pounds. 

:  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 

:  was  Electa  Wilcox.  She  was  a  native  of  Connect- 

S  icut,  and  had  been  reared  in  that  wise  and  sensible 

- 

fashion  which  well  fitted  her  to  become  the  com- 
panion  and  the  sharer  of  the  toils  and  privations  of 
:  the  pioneer.  This  excellent  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Jan.  13,  1881,  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  having  survived  her  husband  ten 
]  :  years  to  the  day.  The  father  remained  upon  the 
place  where  he  first  settled  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Jan.  13,  1871. 

Luther  Clark,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  the 

family,  and  was  in  his 


at  the  land  sale  in  Marion.  Muscatine  was  the 


:  fifth  child  of  his  parents’ 
twelfth  year  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Linn 


County.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  as¬ 
sisting  his  father  on  the  farm,  in  the  meantime  re¬ 
ceiving  a  fair  education,  until  he  attained  to  man¬ 
hood,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  his 
brother-in-law,  retaining  the  management  of  this 
until  after  his  marriage.  He  then  purchased  the 

;  - 

;  southeast  quarter  of  section  6,  in  Franklin  Town- 
j  ship,  which  was  a  tract  of  wild,  unimproved  land. 
:  His  first  business  was  the  erection  of  a  log  house. 
He  engaged  energetically  in  the  improvement  and 
cultivation  of  his  land,  and  in  due  time  was  re- 
11 


warded  with  the  picture  of  smiling  fields  and  grow¬ 
ing  grain.  He  has  occupied  this  place  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  four  years,  since  that  time.  He  has 
sixty  acres  of  it  in  cultivation,  the  remainder  be¬ 
ing  timber  and  pasture  land. 

Luther  Clark  and  Miss  Frances  M.  Willhite 
were  united  in  marriage  March  22,  1855.  Mrs. 
Clark  is  a  Virginia  lady,  and  by  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren — Norman  E.,  Iluldah  J.  and  Minnie  May. 
This  little  household  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  to 
be  found  in  the  township.  The}’  occupy  a  com¬ 
fortable  dwelling,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  plenti¬ 
ful  amount  of  the  good  things  of  this  world.  Mi’, 
and  Mrs.  Clark  are  highly  esteemed  in  their  com¬ 
munity  for  their  social  qualities  and  their  innate 
kindness  of  heart.  Politically  Mr.  Clark  uniformly 
casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
decided  views,  and  expresses  them  firmly,  yet  tem¬ 
perately.  While  tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others, 
lie  is  firm  in  his  convictions  in  regard  to  politics, 
piety  and  morals,  aud  exerts  his  influence  to  up¬ 
hold  those  principles  which  are  the  foundation  of 
truth  and  morality. 


ENKY  THORP,  an  esteemed  resident  of 
Maine  Township,  is  a  native  of  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  born  Sept.  18,  1818.  His 
father,  Henry  Thorp,  was  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  who  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  went  to 
sea,  and  was  afterward  placed  in  command  of  a  ves¬ 
sel  as  Captain,  but  on  account  of  ill-health,  was 
forced  to  abandon  a  seafaring  life,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years  settled  in  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  two  years  later.  He 
had  been  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Elizabeth  Eels,  who  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  passed  their  lives  in  their  native 
State. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Cynthia 
E.  Ware  was  celebrated  in  December,  1846.  Mrs. 
Thorp  was  born  in  Geauga  Count}’,  Ohio,  March 
23,  1822,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Asaph  and  Par- 
melia  (Nims)  Ware.  After  making  various  changes 
and  not  being  satisfied  with  the  results  of  his  la- 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


bors,  Mr.  Thorp  resolved  to  go  West,  and  in  1854 
started  overland  with  his  wife  and  two  children  for 
Iowa.  They  camped  and  cooked  by  the  way.  and 
the  cover  of  their  wagon  afforded  them  their  onty 
shelter  at  night.  After  a  journey  of  five  weeks 
they  arrived  in  Linn  County.  Our  subject  built  a 
log  house  which  the  family  occupied  for  many 
years.  He  purchased  the  place  he  now  occupies 
in  1883,  upon  which  he  has  remained  since  that 
time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Sarah 
AY.,  Mrs.  Joslyn,  lives  in  Jackson  Township;  Alice 
R.,  Mrs.  IIuss,  makes  her  home  in  Taylor  County; 
Addie  P.,  who  also  married  a  Mr.  Joslyn,  lives  in 
Jackson  Township;  Eliza  E.,  Mrs.  Ellis,  is  a  resident 
of  the  same  township;  Mary,  Airs.  Bowser,  lives  in 
Spring  Grove  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thorp  are  highly  respected  in 
their  community,  and  are  members  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Mrs.  T.  resided  for  many  years  at  Lake 
George,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
were  early  settlers  in  Geauga  County.  From  there 
they  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  locating  at  once  in  this 
county,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  in 
Jackson  Township. 
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ILTON  L.  ELLIOTT.  The  boot  and  shoe 
business  of  Marion  is  well  represented  by 
the  business  house  of  which  our  subject  is 
the  proprietor.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  was  born  Sept.  8,  1844,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox 
County.  His  parents,  Johnson  and  Eliza  (Mills) 
==!  Elliott,  came  to  Marion  in  1856.  Our  subject  re¬ 
ceived  what  education  was  to  be  acquired  in  the 
common  schools,  and  began  his  business  career  as 
clerk  for  James  Eggleston,  merchant  at  Marion. 


Aug.  15,  1862,  Mr.  Elliott  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Co.  F,  20tli  Iowa  Vol.  luf.  On  December  7  of 
the  same  year  he  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  b}’  a  gunshot  in  the  right 
thigh,  which  proved  of  a  serious  character,  unfitting 
him  for  military  duty,  and  June  15,  1863,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  honorable  discharge  on  account  of  physi- 
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cal  disability,  caused  by  wounds  received  in  battle. 

He  was  subsquently  Paymaster’s  clerk  for  Maj.  J.  B. 
Young.  Our  subject  began  business  for  himself  at 
Marion,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Johnson,  in 
the  grocery  line,  but  was  forced  to  sell  out  and  re-  ;; 
tire  from  the  business  several  times  on  account  of  : 
the  malignant  nature  of  his  wound.  He  traveled 
for  his  health,  visiting  resorts  and  mineral  springs  in 
hopes  of  improvement.  In  1881  he  embarked  in 
his  present  line  of  trade. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  married  at  Marion,  this  State, 
Jan.  25,  1866,  to  Miss  Susie  L.  Lake,  daughter  of 
Dr.  E.  \Y.  Lai  ce.  Mrs.  Elliott  was  born  in  Mans¬ 
field,  Ohio,  and  has  borne  our  subject  six  children,  5  { 
only  two  of  whom  are  living — William  E.,  aged 
nineteen,  and  Maude  L.,  aged  ten  years.  Four  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Elliott 
is  a  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  fellowship  with  all 
lodges  at  Marion;  he  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
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\fj  OSEPH  BRUSH,  an  intelligent  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  farmer  of  Franklin  Township,  is  in  pos¬ 
session  of  a  comfortable  homestead  on  sec¬ 
tion  33.  He  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  and  a 
worthy  representative  of  that  element  which  came 
into  Iowa  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory  and  assisted  in 
bringing  it  to  its  present  cultivated  and  prosperous 
condition.  Mr.  Brush  was  born  in  1844,  and  emigra¬ 
ted  to  America  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  twelve  years  old.  They  settled  in  Cedar  Town¬ 
ship,  Johnson  County.  The  name  of  the  father 
was  Wesley  Brush,  born  in  Bohemia,  of  which 
country  his  ancestry  were  natives  for  generations 
back.  After  coming  into  Johnson  County  he  pur¬ 
chased  forty  acres  of  land,  ten  of  which  were  bro¬ 
ken,  and  there  was  a  log  house  on  the  place.  He 
was  in  poor  health  and  could  do  but  little  toward  the 
improvement  of  his  land,  upon  which  he  oidy  lived 
for  five  years,  dying  in  1861.  Ilis  wife  and  five 
children  survived  him.  Wesley,  the  eldest  son, 
died  in  Bohemia ;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Wesley 
Crofter,  and  they  live  in  Johnson  County  on  the 
homestead;  John  is  a 


old 


resident  of 
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county,  residing  in  Cedar  Township;  Katie  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Striker,  and  lives  in  the  same  town¬ 
ship  and  comity ;  Barbara  married  Antoine  Dozark. 

Joseph  Brush,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
youngest  child  of  his  parents’  family.  lie  remained 
at  home  and  assisted  in  the  improvement  of  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  A  year  later  he  went  out  to  work,  and  for 
six  years’  labor  received  only  his  board  and  clothes. 
After  that  he  began  to  receive  wages,  and  with  the 
money  thus  saved  purchased  land  in  Cedar  Town¬ 
ship.  His  first  tract  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  on 
which  there  was  a  small  house,  and  ten  acres  were 
broken.  He  improved  thirty  acres  more,  fenced  all 
the  land,  and  lived  there  until  1874.  He  then  sold 
out  and  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  32,  Frank¬ 
lin  Township.  This  laud  was  wild,  and  he  had  to 
commence  at  the  beginning  to  place  it  under  im¬ 
provement.  He  built  a  log  house  and  a  stable,  and 
broke  forty  acres,  and  five  years  later  purchased 
the  place  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  This  farm 
contained  107  acres.  The  dwelling-house  is  built 
of  stone,  and  he  has  a  good  frame  stable;  eighty 
acres  of  the  tract  are  under  cultivation,  the  re¬ 
mainder  is  timber  and  pasture. 

Mr.  Joseph  Brush  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Del- 
azal,  Nov.  9,  1866.  Mrs.  Brush  is  a  native  of  the 
same  country  as  her  husband,  and  a  daughter  of 
Wensil  and  Annie  Delazal.  She  was  born  March  22, 
1850,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  America  five 
years  later.  They  made  their  first  settlement  in 
Iowa  County,  this  State.  Of  her  union  with  Mr. 
Brush  nine  children  have  been  born — Mary,  Emma, 
Wesley,  Joseph,  Eddie,  Annie,  Johnnie,  Frankie  and 
Blanche.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  became  the 
wife  of  Frank  Sirove,  and  lives  in  Cedar  Township, 
Johnson  County. 

Upon  arriving  at  years  of  manhood,  Mr.  Brush 
felt  a  deep  and  manly  attachment  for  his  adopted 
country,  and  when  the  call  was  issued  for  troops  to 
preserve  the  Union,  he  laid  aside  his  personal  inter- 
terests  and  plans  for  the  future,  and  enlisted  as  a 
soldier,  on  Christmas  Day,  1863.  He  was  assigned 
to  Co.  A,  loth  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  with  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  joined  the 
regiment  at  Vicksburg,  and  in  1864,  marched  un¬ 
der  command  of  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  participa¬ 


ted  in  all  the  important  engagements  from  Chatta¬ 
nooga  to  Atlanta.  He  was  with  his  regiment  at  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta,  after  which  he  was 
appointed  cook  at  the  officers’  headquarters,  where 
he  remained  one  month,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  Gen.  Belknap’s  headquarters,  and  was  employed 
in  the  same  manner  for  two  months.  He  was  in  the 
march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  went  all 
through  the  Carolinas,  via  Richmond  to  Washing¬ 
ton,  where  he  was  in  the  grand  review,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  Louisville,  Ky.  This  was  about 
the  termination  of  the  war,  and  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out  at  this  latter  place,  paid  off,  and  dis¬ 
charged  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 


G.  A.  R.,  Mt.  Vernon,  and  religiously  is  a  faithful 
adherent  of  the  Catholic  faith  of  his  fathers.  He  is 
an  honest,  reliable  man,  and  a  good  citizen,  thrifty 
and  industrious  in  his  farming  operations,  and  his 
homestead  is  one  of  the  pleasant  features  of  the 
landscape  in  Franklin  Township.  System  and  good 
order  prevail  on  every  hand,  and  he  is  passing  his 
latter  days  in  comfort  and  enjoyment,  the  well 
merited  reward  of  honest  labor  and  perseverance. 


DWARD  L.  MEAD,  of  Marion,  is  a  prosper¬ 
ous  and  popular  business  man,  and  a  dealer 
in  music,  musical  instruments,  books  and 
stationery.  He  is  possessed  of  fine  taste  and  good 
judgment,  and  his  establishment  is  a  model  one  of 
its  kind.  Mi-.  Mead  is  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
and  was  born  Feb.  5,  1855,  his  parents  being  Will¬ 
iam  K.  and  Sarah  Mead,  natives  of  Greenwich,  Conn. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  city,  and  after  attain¬ 
ing  to  mature  years  was  employed  for  four  and  a 
half  years  as  book-keeper  in  the  large  grocery  house 
of  Burkhalter  A  Co.  He  had  received  an  excellent 
education,  and  his  family  were  especially  noted  for 
their  musical  talent,  his  brothers  being  members  of 
various  church  choirs  and  local  musical  organiza- 
tions,  and  some  of  the  family  have  become  promi¬ 
nent  as  musical  instructors. 

Mr.  Mead  came  West  in  the  spring  of  1886.  Af¬ 
ter  reaching  the  Prairie  State  he  remained  for  a 
time,  and  was  there  married,  at  Elgin,  on  the  18th 


nu 


Mr.  Brush  is  a  member  of  Dimmit  Post  No.  400, 
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of  May,  to  Mrs.  Cora  A.  Austin,  widow  of  Ed.  Aus¬ 
tin,  and  daughter  of  II.  L.  Palmer  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Mrs.  Mead  was  born  in  Iluntley,  Ill.  In  the  same 
month  Mr.  Mead  came  to  Marion,  and  in  June  fol¬ 
lowing  established  his  present  business.  lie  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  rear  of  the  post-office,  and  carries  a 
line  stock  of  goods.  He  also  makes  a  specialty  of 
tilling  orders  on  short  notices,  obtaining  from  else¬ 
where  those  articles  which  he  may  not  have  on 
hand.  He  is  considered  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
the  musical  element  of  Marion,  and  is  prospering 
in  his  undertaking.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Mead  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  occupy  a  good  position  in  the  community  of 
which  they  have  become  respected  members. 


--V 


^f?ARON  D.  WIXSON,  a  prosperous  and  suc¬ 


cessful  farmer,  is  the  possessor  of  120  acres 
of  fine  land  in  the  extreme  northwest 
corner  of  the  county  of  Linn,  being  lo¬ 
cated  on  section  12,  Grant  Township,  lie  comes 
of  an  excellent  family,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Phoebe  (Russell)  Wixson,  natives  of  “fair  France.” 
His  father  was  born  Feb.  13,  1785,  and  was  a  ship 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  came  to  America  in  1811, 
and  remained  in  New  York  City  three  years,  work¬ 
ing  at  his  trade.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  Nov  18, 
1858,  in  Castile,  Wyoming  County.  The  faithful 
wife  and  mother  followed  the  fortunes  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  came  with  him  to  this  country,  and  departed 
this  life  one  year  previous  to  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  She  was  born 
May  2G,  1788,  and  her  decease  occurred  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  Aug.  25,  1857.  The  parental 
household  included  thirteen  children,  and  all,  with 
the  exception  of  two,  lived  to  mature  years.  They 


were  named  as  follows:  Annina,  Lovisa,  Jemima, 


Elias,  Anne  L.,  William  H.  II. ,  Bradner,  Abijah, 


Aaron  D.,  Robert,  William  G.,  Edward  and  John. 


Aaron  1).  Wixson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fish- 


the  age  of  twenty  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eledy  A. 


Taeman,  the  date  of  the  wedding 


being 


kill,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  22,  1821.  At  about 


Sept.  G, 


1841.  1 1  is  wife  was  born  Nov.  1,  1817,  and  re¬ 

mained  his  companion  thirty-two  years.  She  died 
in  1873,  having  become  the  mother  of  three  chil-  - 
dren :  Augenetta,  born  May  22,  1 842,  died  Nov.  20, 
1878;  Joseph  E.  was  born  Feb.  28,  1845,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Mary  A.  Dunn;  William  M.,  born  April 
1G,  1854,  died  in  Washington  Territory  April  11, 
1886.  He  was  married,  and  left  one  child — Lydia. 

Mr.  Wixson  was  the  second  time  united  in 
marriage,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Anna 
(Lyen)  Van  tassel,  a  native  of  Warren  County,  Ill., 
and  daughter  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Jane  (Hen¬ 
son)  Lyen,  natives  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky  re¬ 
spectively.  Her  father  was  born  in  1808,  and  is 
still  living;  the  mother  was  born  in  1807,  and 
is  still  the  companion  of  her  husband.  They 
make  their  home  in  Warren  County,  Ill.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Sa- 
repta,  born  Feb.  24,  1833;  Eliza  C.,  March  18, 
1839;  Ambrose  B.,  April  18,  1841 ;  Anne,  March  5, 
1843  ;  Elizabeth  J.,  Jan.  12,  1846;  John  J.,  Sept.  8, 
1847;  Nancy,  Nov.  19,  1849;  Minerva,  Dec.  29, 
1851;  William  E.,  June  16,  1855;  Henry  II.,  Dec. 
19,  1858. 

Previous  to  her  marriage  with  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  Mrs.  Wixson  was  the  widow  of  John  Van- 
tassel,  a  native  of  Warren  County,  Ill.,  born  Dec. 
28,  1833,  in  the  Empire  State.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  four  children:  Ida,  Dec.  27  1863;  Ella, 
Nov.  14,  1865;  Fred  and  Frank,  twins,  Feb.  24, 
1872.  The  decease  of  Mr.  Vantassel  occurred  Jan. 
6,  1874.  His  father  was  Reuben  Vantassel,  a  min¬ 
ister  and  Class-Leader  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  forty-five  years.  He  was  strongly  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics.  He  departed  this  life  in  1860, 
in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  leaving  behind  him  the 
record  of  a  worthy  name  and  a  life  filled  with  good 
deeds. 

Mr.  Wixson  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1882. 
He  owns  and  occupies  120  acres  of  fine  farming 
land,  with  a  comfortable  dwelling,  good  barns,  out¬ 
houses,  and  all  the  implements  and  appliances  for 
conducting  agriculture  in  a  first-class  manner.  He 
is  a  prominent  man  in  his  community,  having  held 
the  various  township  offices.  He  was  Constable  for 
three  terms  and  Collector  for  three  years.  He  is  a 
straight  Republican  in  politics,  and  religiously  ad- 
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heres  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
is  in  all  respects  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen, 
and  is  contributing  his  full  share  toward  maintain¬ 
ing  the  good  reputation  and  prosperity  of  his 
township. 


AMUEL'PEFFLEY,  formerly  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Maine  Township,  is  now  living- 
in  retirement  at  the  village  of  Waubeek, 
having  carried  on  the  pursuit  of  agricult¬ 
ure  successfully  and  accumulated  a  competency. 
He  is  a  native  of  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  born'Nov. 
26,  1810,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Anna 
(Burntrager)  Peffley,  who  were  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
three  sons  and  eight  daughters,  of  which  our  subject 
is  the  sixth  child.  He  remained  in  his  native  State 
until  about  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and  then, 
wishing  to  see  something  of  the  world,  he  set  out 
and  after  a  time  found  himself  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had  been  var¬ 
iously  occupied,  but  he  now  took  up  a  tract  of  wild 
land  and  commenced  its  improvement  and  cultiva¬ 
tion.  This  he  afterward  sold,  and  made  another 
purchase  of  land  in  the  same  county,  upon  which 
he  remained  for  about  six  years.  He  then  disposed 
of  this  with  considerable  profit,  and  went  into 
Hendricks  County,  where  he  purchased  another 
farm.  He  remained  upon  this  latter  purchase  sev¬ 
eral  years,  then  sold  this  also  and  returned  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  purchasing  there  still  another  tract 
of  land,  where  he'remained  until  1869,  when  he  sold 
this  and  resolved  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  make 
a  permanent  location.  He  came  into  Iowa  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Maine  Township,  this  county,  purchased  a 
farm,  and  made  all  his  preparations  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  future  home.  He  improved  and  cul¬ 
tivated  the  land,  meeting  with  fair  success,  and  re¬ 
maining  here  until  March,  1883,  when  having  se¬ 
cured  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to  live  in 
retirement,  he  rented  his  farm  and  removed  to 
Waubeek,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  toil  and  in  dustry. 

Samuel  Peffley  and  Miss  Hannah  Stover  were 
married  in  Virginia,  Dec.  15,  1831.  Her  parents 
were  George  and  Anna  (Raider)  Stover,  natives  of 


Pennsylvania.  They  had  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  seven  boys  and  six  girls.  Mrs.  Hannah 
Peffley  was  born  in  Virginia,  Feb.  8,  1813.  By 
her  union  with  our  subject  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Lewis  is 
farmer  and  resides  in  Montgomery  Couffly,  Ind.; 
George  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  died  in  Mis-1 
souri,  April  26,  1860;  Catharine  is  the  wife  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Dodson,  and  they  reside  in  Boone  County, 
Ind. ;  William  is  a  farmer,  and  is  carrying  on  agri¬ 
culture  in  Boone  County,  Ind. ;  Moses  was  a  car¬ 
penter,  and  died  in  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  Aug.  3, 
1870;  Frank  follows  the  same  occupation,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Oregon;  Daniel  is  carrying  on  farming 


I 


pursuits  in  Kansas;  John  is  also  a  farmer,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Maine  Township;  Mary  was  the  wife  of 
William  Fleming,  and  died  in  Chickasaw  County, 
this  State,  Nov.  6,  1884;  two  children  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  Peffley  is  the  owner  of  eighty-six  acres  of 
land  in  Maine  Township,  and  also  owns  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Waubeek.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  IPH 
society  known  as  the  Church  of  God.  They  are 
respected  citizens  and  valued  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 


<\fj  OHN  SIMON.  The  gentleman  whose  history 
is  briefly  recorded  below  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  from  active  business  at  302  South 
Third  street,  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Bohemian  element  which  is  largely 
scattered  through  the  Hawkeye  State  and  is  largely 
known  for  its  energy,  industry  and  economy,  which 
has  almost  always  led  to  more  than  ordinary  suc¬ 
cess.  Mr.  Simon  was  born  in  Bohemia,  Sept.  9, 
1825.  He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
he  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  was  united  in  marriage  with  a  lady  of 
his  own  Province,  Miss  Katie  Bulva.  This  inter¬ 
esting  event  occurred  Nov.  22,  1850,  and  for  three 
years  thereafter  Mr.  Simon  was  employed  as  a  day 
laborer.  He  became  dissatisfied  with  this  life,  how¬ 
ever,  and  believing  that  he  could  better  his  finan¬ 
cial  condition,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
arriving  here  in  December,  1863.  His  wife  ac- 
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companied  him,  and  they  at  once  proceeded  to  the 
llawkeyc  State,  where  they  located  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids.  lie  here  pursued  his  former  occupation  for 
the  space  of  ten  years,  but  with  far  more  encourag¬ 
ing  results  than  he  had  experienced  in  his  native 
land.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in  summing 
up  his  assets,  lie  found  himself  possessed  of  suf¬ 
ficient  means  to  justify  him  in  establishing  a  busi¬ 
ness  of  his  own,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

Mr.  Simon  established  his  well-known  saloon  in 
1873.  It  proved  wonderfully  successful  from  the 
start,  and  he  soon  found  himself  on  the  highway 
to  prosperity.  Ilis  genial  disposition  and  obliging 
manner  won  him  scores  of  friends,  and  his  place 
became  a  popular  resort  for  the  better  class  of  citi¬ 
zens.  In  a  little  more  than  another  decade  he  was 
enabled  to  retire  upon  a  competency,  having  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  business  in  1884.  In  reflecting  upon 
his  present  circumstances,  Mr.  Simon  takes  a  grim 
satisfaction  in  referring  to  the  time  when,  with  his 
bucksaw  on  his  shoulder,  he  passed  through  the 
streets  of  Cedar  Rapids,  securing  such  small  jobs 
as  he  could  obtain.  His  wife  proved  a  most  ex¬ 
cellent  helpmeet  in  those  days  of  labor  and  frugal¬ 
ity,  and  added  to  the  family  exchequer  as  much  as 
she  could,  by  employment  as  humble  as  bis  own, 
and  she  also,  at  this  day,  finds  abundant  satisfaction 
in  their  mutual  prosperity. 

Mr.  Simon  is  now  the  owner  of  seven  lots  in  the 
city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  six  good  dwelling-houses, 
and  a  large  business  block.  The  birth  of  five  chil¬ 
dren  has  completed  the  happiness  of  the  household, 
the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  Joseph,  a  to¬ 
bacconist,  is  located  at  33  South  Second  street,  and 
was  married  to  Miss  Katie  Starman ;  Katie  is  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Savel,  and  resides  in  Cedar  Rapids; 
Frank  is  following  the  occupation  of  a  cooper,  and 
married  Miss  Anna  Kominsky ;  John,  a  painter,  is 
a  wanderer  from  home;  Mary,  the  youngest  child, 
resides  with  her  parents;  Anna,  now  deceased,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Frank  Yanda.  They  are  a  fine 
family,  well  raised,  and  highly  respected  by  the 
community. 

Politically  Mr.  Simon  is  an  uncompromising 
[Democrat,  with  decided  opinions,  and  does  not 
hesitate  to  express  himself  upon  the  questions  of 
right  and  wrong.  He  is  well  informed  and  intelli- 
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gent,  and  a  man  whose  opinion  possesses  weight 
among  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 

EV.  ALEXANDER  STEWART  MAR- 
SHALL,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Marion  from  the  time  of  its  establish- 
^ment,  in  185G,  to  the  present  time,  was 
born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  April  29,  1829. 

1 1  is  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Stewart) 
Marshall,  the  former  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  of  Scotch-lrish  descent,  and  the  latter 
born  in  Indiana  County,  the  same  State,  of  Scottish 
ancestry. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  supple¬ 
mented  his  primary  education  received  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  by  a  thorough  and  complete  course  of 
study  at  Elder’s  Ridge  Academy,  and  at  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Jefferson  Colleges,  graduating  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  institution  in  the  class  of  1853.  He  then  took 
a  theological  course  at  the  Alleghany  Theological 
Seminary  of  Princeton,  and  was  licensed  to  preach 
at  Evansburg,  Pa.,  in  June,  1853.  Our  subject 
was  ordained  and  installed  at  Marion  in  1857.  He 
had  accepted  the  Marion  charge  April  20,  1856, 
and  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  school-house 
to  a  congregation  of  thirty -five,  including  children. 
He  has  retained  the  position  of  pastor  of  this 
'church  continuously  since,  covering  a  period  of 
over  thirty  years.  This  pastoral  work  was  begun 
in  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  school-house, 
afterward  occupying  a  brick  church,  which  in 
course  of  time  was  enlarged,  but  the  congregation 
lias  now  completed  a  fine  stone  structure,  among 
the  finest  in  the  State.  During  this  time  he  has  had 
the  unusual  experience  of  having  administered  the 
rite  of  baptism  to  three  generations  on  different 
occasions.  That  Rev.  Marshall  has  held  the  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  is  now  filling  for  thirty  years  is  all 
the  eulogy  that  is  ne.cessaiy  to  be  written  in  a 
biographical  history  of  him.  It  needs  no  word 
from  the  writer  to  speak  of  his  prominence  and  re¬ 
spectability  in  the  neighborhood  of  Marion,  and 
justly  so  is  it  true,  regarding  the  entire  county. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  married  near  McKeesport,  Pa., 
his  wife’s  native  place,  Dec.  3,  1855.  to  Miss  Mary 
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T.  Christy,  daughter  of  Andrew  Christy.  Her 
parents  were  also  natives  of  that  State,  were  Pres¬ 
byterians  in  religious  faith,  and  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
;  Mrs.  Marshall  was  a  graduate  of  Washington  Sem¬ 
inary,  and  after  twenty-eight  years  of  happy  mar¬ 
ried  life,  she  crossed  the  river  to  join  the  silent 
majority  on  the  other  shore,  her  demise  taking 
place  Dec.  1,  1883.  She  left  four  children  living, 
and  had  buried  five.  The  living  are,  Lizzie,  who 
is  Principal  of  the  Marion  High  School;  Charles H., 
private  secretary  of  Superintendent  Campbell  of 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad ;  Mary 
Rosette  and  Bertha  C.  are  living  at  home.  Mr. 
Marshall  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views.  He 
was  a  Trustee  of  Leonard  Collegiate  Institute, 
now  Lennox  College,  of  Hopkinton,  Iowa,  until  the 
Coe  College  was  established  at  Cedar  Rapids,  when 
he  became  Trustee  of  that  institution,  and  ceased 
to  serve  in  the  other.  When  the  old  and  new  school 
synods  of  Iowa  were  united  Mr.  Marshall  was 
chosen  the  stated  clerk  of  synod  of  Iowa  North, 
and  when  the  General  Assemblj7  combined  the  two 
Presbyterian  synods  of  Iowa,  making  one  synod  for 
the  State,  Mr.  Marshall  was  elected  its  first  Moder¬ 
ator. 

njS>  j|s -KH- -gfr- 

^ILLIAM  M.  SMITH,  a  prominent  banker  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  is  a  successful  business  man 
and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  He  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Penn  Township, 
Morgan  County,  May  29,  1848.  His  parents  were 
James  and  Ruth  (King)  Smith,  a  sketch  of  whom 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 

The  boyhood  days  of  William  M.  Smith  were 
spent  in  the  town  of  Pennsville,  Ohio,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  education.  He  pursued  an  uneventful 
life  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil 
War.  He  was  a  bright,  ambitious  bo}7  and  thought¬ 
ful  beyond  his  years,  and  had  been  carefully  reared 
!  in  principles  of  truth,  honor  and  patriotism.  When 
he  heard  the  story  of  how  disloyal  hands  were  at¬ 
tempting  to  pull  down  the  fabric  of  the  glorious 
Union,  his  youthful  blood  boiled  within  him  and 
he  determined  to  be  a  soldier  and  fight  for  his 
country.  His  youth  was  against  him,  but  amid  all 
l  discouragements  and  the  arguments  brought  for- 
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ward  by  his  friends,  he  was  unmoved,  and  bent  upon 
his  purpose.  He  was  then  less  than  sixteen  years 
old,  and  finally  succeeded  in  being  accepted  as  a 
member  of  Co.  E,  78th  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.  He  joined 
his  regiment  at  Vicksburg  in  March,  1864,  and  the 
following  summer  they  joined  Sherman’s  command 
at  Big  Shanty,  Ga.  Thereafter  our  hero  was  en¬ 
gaged  with  his  regiment  in  all  the  principal  battles, 
including  that  of  Atlanta,  where  he  received  two 
gunshot  wounds  and  lay  upon  the  battle-field  long- 
hours  before  being  removed  or  cared  for,  not 
through  any  fault  of  his  friends,  but  from  the  exig¬ 
encies  of  war,  which  every  true  soldier  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet  and  to  expect.  Even  after  he  was 
found  he  was  compelled  to  lie  two  days  in  the  rear 
before  his  wounds  could  be  dressed.  In  this  painful 
condition  he  was  taken  on  a  wagon  to  31  arietta  and 
after  ten  days  to  Rome,  Ga.,  where  he  remained  in 
the  field  hospital  until  September.  He  was  then 
unable  to  walk,  and  was  allowed  to  return  home  on 
a  furlough.  He  was  almost  destitute  of  clothing  and 
there  was  none  to  be  procured  for  love  or  money. 
In  this  condition  he  proceeded  to  3Iarshall,  Tenn., 
havihg  no  other  garb  than  his  underclothing.  His 
wounds  and  the  subsequent  suffering  unfitted  him 
for  further  service  in  the  field,  and  he  consequently 
received  an  honorable  discharge  after  his  return 
home. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  3Ir.  Smith  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  and  remained  with  them  for  the 
following  seven  years.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio, 
and  in  September,  1872,  engaged  with  Drs.  Jen¬ 
nings  and  Kessler  at  West  3Iilton,  3Iiami  County, 
to  manage  their  drug-store,  until  they  sold  out  the 
following  spring. 

3Ir.  Smith  thereafter  engaged  for  a  time  as  trav¬ 
eling  salesman  for  E.  F.  Rinehart,  a  wholesale 
maufacturiug  druggist  of  Troy,  Ohio.  He  traveled 
for  this  house  five  years,  selling  goods  in  Ohio,  in- 
diana  and  klichigan,  and  in  1878  pursued  the  same 
business  for  Dr.  Cary  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  traveling 
in  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Indiana  and  3Iichigan,  until 
the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  purchased  stock  in  the 
Rinehart  Medicine  Company,  and  operated  in  the 
interest  of  that  company  until  1883,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest,  came  to  3It.  Vernon,  and  in 
January,  1884,  entered  into  partnership  with  J.  H 
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Carson,  opening  a  bank,  which  he  lias 
since  that  time,  meeting  with  success. 

William  M.  Smith  and  Miss  Clara  A.  Brackett 


were  married  Sept.  9,  1884.-  Mrs  Smith  is  a  native 
of  Putnam  Township  but  reared  in  Mt.  Arernon, 


in 

and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Sher¬ 
man)  Brackett  (see  sketch).  Mrs.  Smith  is  highly 
educated.  She  graduated  from  Cornell  Conserva¬ 
tor}’  of  .Music  and  was  for  a  time  a  teacher  in  that 
institution.  She  is  Secretary  of  the  Woman’s  Re¬ 
lief  Corps,  and  a  lady  highly  esteemed  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  No. 
112,  A.F.  &  A.  M.,  Trowel  Chapter,  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  W.  C.  Demmit  Post  No.  400,  G.  A.  R. 


ft/ AMES  G.  McFARLAXD  is  a  pioneer  of 
Linn  County  of  1849,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  residing  on  section  32,  Maine  Town¬ 
ship.  Ilis  father,  William  McFarland,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  where  he  developed  into  manhood 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  Lewis, 
also  a  native  of  Virginia.  From  that  State  the  par¬ 
ents  removed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  where  the}' 
lived  for  a  time,  and  while  the  father  was  on  a  visit 
to  his  native  State  he  was  taken  sick  and  died,  his 


demise  occurring  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  In  1850  his 


wife  came  to  Iowa  and  took  up  her  abode  in  Brown 
Township,  where  she  lived  until  her  demise.  The 
old  folk  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  five 
sons  and  seven  daughters. 

James  G.  McFarland  was  the  ninth  in  order  of 
birth  of  his  parents’  children.  He  was  born  at  Cul¬ 
peper,  Va.,  March  30,  1826,  and  was  twelve  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  left  that  State  to  reside  in 


Fountain  County,  Ind.  It  was  there  that  James  re- 
tqiceived  his  education,  and  there  he  continued  to  live, 
working  at  farm  labor,  until  1849.  During  the 
winter  of  that  year  he  came  to  this  State  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Linn  County,  where  the  village  of  Viola 
now  stands.  After  three  years  we  find  him  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Maine  Township,  living  on  section  32,  and 
engaged  in  farm  labor.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty- 
three  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  and  during  the 
thirty -seven  years  and  more  that  he  has  been  a  resi¬ 


dent  of  this  county,  he  has  been  continuously  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  J.  Barkley,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Polly 
(Shanklin)  Barkley,  in  Brown  Township,  on  the  3d 
of  June,  1852.  Her  parents  were  Kentuckians;  the 
father  was  born  Jan.  3,  1796,  and  the  mother  Aug. 
18,  1794.  They  came  to  Linn  County  in  May  of 
the  same  year  that  our  subject  moved  here,  and  § 
also  settled  in  Brown  Township;  they  afterward  |[ 
removed  to  Waukbee,  where  they  died.  Mrs.  Me-  5 
Farland  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  E 
April  10,  1826,  and  bore  our  subject  six  children — 
Francis  M.,  born  Aug.  18,  1853;  William  E.,  April  g 

I,  1856 ;  Sallie  A.,  Nov.  29,  1858;  May  E.,  March  1,  | 
1861 ;  James  H.,  Jan.  13,  1864,  and  Isabella,  Dec.  | 

II,  1867.  Francis  M.  McFarland  is  living  at  Cen¬ 
tral  City,  Iowa;  William  E.  married  Ada  Rinehart, 
and  they  are  living  in  Brown  Township;  Sallie  is 
the  wife  of  Emery  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Marion  Town¬ 
ship  ;  Mary  E.  lives  with  her  father,  as  also  does 
James  H.,  and  Isabella  died  when  thirteen  months 
old.  Our  subject’s  wife  died  in  Maine  Township, 
Feb.  23,  1873,  mourned  as  a  loving  wife,  a  kind 
mother  and  a  generous  neighbor.  Mr.  McFarland 
has  held  several  of  the  minor  offices  of  his  town¬ 
ship,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 


m 


?ILLIAM  DICE,  a  prominent  and  esteemed 
resident  of  Rapids  Township,  section  31, 
is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  finely  im¬ 
proved  land,  and,  although  but  a  resident  of  five 
years’  standing  in  this  vicinity,  has  identified  himself 
with  all  its  interests  and  is  one  of  its  most  valued 
citizens.  Mr.  Dice  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was 
born  twelve  miles  from  the  great  Natural  Bridge 
in  Rockbridge  County.  He  is  considerably  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  having  been  born  June  17,  1812. 
His  father,  Frederick  Dice,  was  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  when  nine  years  of  age  was  taken  to 
Virginia  by  his  father,  Christian  Dice,  who  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died  in  Rockbridge  County 
at  the  mature  age  of  about  seventy  years. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Miss  Mary  Reed.  She  was  a  lady  of  German 
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ancestry,  and  was  married  to  Frederick  Dice  in 
Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  where  most  of  their  fam¬ 
ily  were  born  and  reared.  After  a  time  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Adair  County,  Ky.,  where  the  life  of  the 
mother  terminated  at  the  birth  of  her  sixth  child. 
Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child,  and  at  the  time  of 
this  sore  bereavement  was  only  at  the  tender  age 
of  three  years  and  three  months.  After  the  decease 
of  the  mother,  the  father,  taking  his  six  children 
with  him,  returned  to  Rockbridge  County,  Va., 
and  in  due  time  was  there  married  to  Miss  Cath¬ 
arine  Miller,  a  Virginia  lady  of  German  descent. 
The  result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  succeeding  which  the  family  came  to  Indiana, 
and  located  on  a  farm  in  Fountain  County.  The 
father  only  survived  this  event  the  short  space  of 
five  years,  dying  in  1832.  His  widow  after  a  time 
removed  to  Livingston  County,  Ill.,  was  there  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  gentleman  who  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  surveyor,  and  there  her  life  terminated. 

At  the  time  of  his  father’s  arrival  in  Indiana, 
William  Dice,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  about 
fifteen  years  old.  Five  years  later  he  retraced  his 
steps  back  to  the  Old  Dominion,  but  while  passing 
through  Ohio  was  detained  for  a  time  there  upon 
very  interesting  and  important  business.  He  had 
there  previously  met  Miss  Maria  Loveridge,  and 
soon  after  making  her  acquaintance,  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  she  would  make  him  a  very  suitable 
life  partner,  and  they  were  accordingly  uuited  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  March  28,  1839. 
This  lady  was  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and 
some  six  years  after  becoming  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  died  in  her 
native  county.  This  child  was  a  son,  named  John 
L.,  and  he  died  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Dice  also  occurred 
in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  26,  1845,  his  second 
choice  being  Miss  Emma  Ustick,  a  native  of  Lick¬ 
ing  County,  in  the  same  State.  The  result  of  this 
union  was  two  children:  William  W.,  born  in 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  died  there  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years.  He  married  Margaret  A.  Slick, 
and  at  his  death  left  a  son  and  daughter;  the 
daughter  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  the  son, 
Frederic  C.,  is  now  living  with  his  grandparents. 
The  other  son,  Alonzo  M.,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Clin¬ 


ton  Township,  married  Miss  Mary  Jahue,  and  by 
her  became  the  father  of  two  daughters.  His  wife 
died  in  the  winter  of  1880,  and  he  subsequently 
married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Margaret  Davis, 
in  July,  1881,  and  by  her  has  one  daughter. 

Mr.  Dice  is  an  excellent  citizen,  honorable  and 
upright  in  all  his  transactions  with  his  fellow-men, 
and  with  his  amiable  partner  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  solid  Republican,  and  takes  pride  in 
upholding  the  principles  which  he  believes  are  the 
best  to  be  found  in  any  land. 
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RANK  KORTSOX,  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  farmers  of  Monroe  Township,  now  re¬ 
siding  on  section  31,  was  born  in  Westphalia, 
Prussia,  April  15,  1816,  where  he  was  reared  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  When  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  he  was  drafted  into  the  Prussian 
army,  and  served  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  not  permitted  to  visit  his  father’s 
home.  In  his  boyhood,  up  to  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  he  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm,  attending 
the  High  School,  therefore  receiving  a  good  educa¬ 
tion.  At  the  end  of  three  years’  service  in  the 
arm}'  he  deserted  and  hired  out  to  a  Jew  peddler, 
by  whose  aid  he  escaped  to  America  in  the  guise 
of  a  peddler.  In  1840  he  landed  at  Baltimore,  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  near 
Chillicothe,  where  he  worked  for  ten  years.  In 
1846  he  married  Miss  Mary  Fernow,  a  native  of 
Ross  County,  born  in  1823,  and  who  died  Jan.  22, 
1878,  in  Linn  County.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  (Parrott)  Fernow,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  at  one  time  slaveholders. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kortson  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  One  died  in  infancy,  unnamed;  John 
W.,  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  June  6,  1848,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Marian  Lent  Nov.  23,  1872,  who  was 
born  March  25,  1851,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Matilda  Lent,  natives  of  New  York,  the  former 
of  whom  is  deceased  and  the  latter  living  in  Kansas ; 
he  has  one  child — John  F. ;  Caroline  J.  married 
George  Clarke ;  David  married  Miss  Ida  Reed ; 
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Dora  A.  married  William  Fred  Stewart;  Joseph 
and  Mary,  deceased;  Ella  R.,  born  Feb.  1,  18G5. 

Mr.  Kortson  came  to  Iowa  in  18/50,  and  settled 
in  Linn  County.  lie  can  remember  when  it  was 
very  bard  to  even  get  a  grist  ground,  and  when  the 
deer  ran  wild  over  the  prairie.  When  he  first 
came  to  the  State  be  purchased  105  acres  of  land 
in  Cedar  Rapids  Township.  lie  came  with  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  two  children  and  but  little  means,  and  there¬ 
fore  saw  pretty  hard  times  during  the  first  few 
years  of  his  residence.  Even  Cedar  Rapids  was  a 
very  small  town,  containing  but  a  few  shanties.  By 
the  failure  of  a  bank  he  lost  $800  in  gold  sent  to 
him  from  the  old  country;- but  being  of  a  cheerful 
disposition  and  full  of  pluck  he  readily  made  up 
for  this.  He  now  has  144  acres  of  land  and  a 
pleasant  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  He  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  everyone  who  knows  him, 
as  a  prosperous  farmer,  a  good  citizen  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  neighbor. 


G.  GARD.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
successful  and  highly  esteemed  farmer,  liv¬ 
ing  on  section  32,  Rapids  Township.  He 
came  to  the  State  of  Iowa  and  to  Linn 
County,  in  1868,  and  located  upon  his  present 
homestead,  where  he  has  remained  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  year  since  that  time.  He  is  a  native  of 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Jan.  11, 
1845.  His  father  before  him  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  was  there  married,  in  Preble 
County,  to  Miss  Cliloe  Shamlee,  a  native  of  New 
York.  They  were  Americans  as  far  back  as  they 
have  record  of  their  ancestry.  The  grandfather 
and  grandmother  were  especially  noted  for  their 
worth  and  excellence,  and  spent  their  lives  happily 
and  peacefully  together,  both  dying  on  New  Year’s 
Day,  one  year  apart,  and  both  aged  about  seventy 
years.  The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  from 
Preble  County  in  about  1847,  with  their  little 
family,  consisting  of  five  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  youngest.  Their  first  settlement 
after  leaving  the  borders  of  the  Buckeye  State  was 
in  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  where  they  located  on  a 


new  and  uncultivated  farm.  They  immediately 
set  about  the  improvement  of  this  land,  and  re¬ 
mained  upon  it  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  they  decided  to  emigrate  to  Iowa, 
which  State  was  then  a  Territory,  but  rapidly  de¬ 
veloping  into  an  advanced  state  of  civilization. 
They  first  made  settlement  in  Muscatine  Count}', 
where  they  remained  ten  years,  eventually  remov¬ 
ing  to  Linn  County,  and  remained  here  until  their 
decease.  The  father  departed  this  life  March  21, 
1883;  the  mother  survived  him  and  lived  with  her 
children  for  over  two  years,  when  she  removed  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  there  died  at  the  home  which 
had  become  her  own  personal  property.  At  the 
time  of  her  death,  Sept.  19,  1885,  she  had  attained 
the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  which  was  also  the 
age  of  her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  our  notice  was 
spent  under  the  parental  roof,  in  assisting  his  par¬ 
ents  as  duty  demanded  and  receiving  an  excellent 
education  at  the  public  schools.  He  was  unusually 
studious  when  a  boy,  greatly  interested  in  his 
books,  and  graduated  from  the  district  schools  with 
a  more  than  ordinarily  good  education.  Arriving 
at  years  of  maturity  he  was  united  in  marriage, 
Jan.  1,  1867,  with  Miss  Phebe  E.  Barton,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  February,  1844.  With 
her  parents  she  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  when  a 
young  girl  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  parents  are 
both  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Gard  also  departed  this 
life,  at  her  home  in  Rapids  Township,  Oct.  3,  1876. 
By  her  union  with  Mr.  Gard  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  children — Elsie  and  Herbert. 

Two  years  after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
G.  was  the  second  time  married,  on  Feb.  28,  1878, 
in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  to  Miss  Ida  M.  Baxter. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa, 
April  22,  1861.  She  was  reared  and  developed 
into  womanhood  in  her  native  county.  Her  father 
is  Dr.  W.  FI.  Baxter,  who  is  still  living  at  Wilton 
Junction,  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  Her  mother 
died  in  the  same  county,  about  the  year  1863.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gard  there  have  been  born  two  chil¬ 
dren — Lizzie  Irene  and  Edna  Gertrude. 

Mr.  Gard  is  the  possessor  of  nearly  160  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  highly  improved  and  in  an  ex¬ 
cellent  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  comfortable 
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dwelling,  with  good  barns  and  out-buildings,  and 
the  homestead  exhibits  an  air  of  general  thrift  and 
prosperity.  lie  is  largely  interested  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  stock,  in  which  he  has  been  highly  successful, 
and  exhibits  some  fine  specimens  of  high  grade 
Durham  cattle,  Poland-China  swine,  and  fine  horses 
of  Norman  and  English  breed,  lie  is  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  is  active  and  enterprising,  and  is  al¬ 
ready  esteemed  as  a  man  of  great  worth  and  influ¬ 
ence  in  his  community.  Politically  he  is  a  solid 
Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar 
Rapids. 
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EV.  J.  W.  CHAFFIN,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Marion  Pilot,  is  successfully  con- 
i  \\\  ducting  this  journal  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  is  a 
thoroughly  educated  man,  an  excellent  journalist, 
and  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  present  pursuit. 
Mr.  Chaffin  is  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and 
was  born  in  C’hiilicothe,  July  17,  1824.  He  is 
the  eighth  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Brown)  Chaf¬ 
fin,  who  were  natives  of  Berkeley  County,  Va.  His 
father  died  in  1860,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  The  wife  and  mother  had  preceded 
her  husband  to  the  better  land  the  year  previous  in 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  They  removed 
from  the  Old  Dominion  to  the  Buckeye  State  in 
1814,  while  it  was  a  Territory,  and  were  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Ross  County.  From  Ross  they 
removed  to  Fayette  County,  where  their  lives  ter¬ 
minated.  The  household  circle  consisted  of  nine 
children,  as  follows :  David,  Solomon,  James,  Robert, 
Smith,  Martha,  William,  Hinton  and  John  Wesley, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased  but  Smith,  William,  and 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  elder  Chaffin  came 
from  an  excellent  family  of  French  descent;  his 
consort  was  of  English  parentage  and  ancestry. 
They  were  fine  representatives  of  the  French  and 
English  characters,  and  carefully  trained  their  chil¬ 
dren,  educating  them  to  ways  of  refinement  and  in¬ 
stilling  into  them  principles  of  morality  and  honor. 

The  early  days  of  John  W.  Chaffin  were  spent  at 
home  assisting  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  in  at¬ 


tendance  at  private  schools.  After  completing  his 
primary  studies,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
entered  the  Ohio  Institute,  where  he  received  a 
classical  education.  He  afterward  supplemented 
this  course  by  attendance  at  Germautown  and  Bell- 
brook,  and  subsequently  studied  Greek  under  the 
instruction  of  that  scholarly  gentleman,  Rev.  Will¬ 
iam  McColm,  at  Germantown.  During  his  course 
of  study  he  made  a  specialty  of  Biblical  history 
with  a  view  of  entering  the  ministry  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Methodist  Church.  He  was  ordained  in  1846, 
and  entered  upon  his  ministerial  labors  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  at  Wilmington,  Ohio.  He  remained  there 
about  five  years,  and  in  the  meantime  was  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  editorial  department  of  the  Herald  of 
Freedom ,  an  anti-slavery  paper  which  was  also  de¬ 
voted  to  temperance  reform.  During  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  paper  he  received  the  nomination  of 
State  Treasurer  on  the  Freesoil  ticket  in  1853. 
His  paper  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Salmon 
P.  Chase  for  Governor  of  Ohio.  In  1858  Mr. 
Chaffin  abandoned  the  newspaper  business  and  be¬ 
came  pastor  of  the  George  Street  Church  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  where  he  remained  for  two  3'ears.  Thence 
he  was  removed  to  Felicity,  Ohio,  taking  charge  of 
the  church  there,  and  serving  until  the  war  broke 
out,  when  he  went  into  the  army  as  Chaplain  of  the 
59th  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteers,  which  was  in  Gen. 
Chittenden’s  Corps,  the  Fourteenth.  Mr.  Chaffin 
remained  in  this  regiment  one  }rear,  and  then,  on 
account  of  ill-health,  was  mustered  out. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  army,  Mr.  Chaffin 
was  proffered  the  position  by  Secretary  Chase  in 
the  office  of  the  United  States  Treasury.  This  he 
accepted,  and  was  twice  promoted.  In  1865  he 
resigned  his  position  and  returned  to  Ohio,  whence 
he  shortly  afterward  removed  to  Richmond,  Ind. 
From  here  he  was  removed  to  Mt.  Carmel,  serving 
as  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  there 
for  two  years,  and  then  was  appointed  to  the 
Charlestown  pastorate,  remaining  here  also  two 
years.  While  here  he  received  the  honorary  de¬ 
gree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Adrian  College,  Mich. 
At  this  time  also  he  received  an  invitation  to  deliver 
the  Commencement  address  of  said  college  at 
Adrian,  which  was  an  honor  conferred  upon  the 
same  person  but  once  in  a  lifetime,  and  this  event 
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marked  the  beginning  of  the  success  which  has  at¬ 
tended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Chaffin  to  secure  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  literary  world.  1 1  is  address  upon  this 
occasion  being  of  more  than  ordinary  merit,  attract¬ 
ed  universal  attention  and  gave  to  his  name  great 
prominence. 

Mr.  Chaffin  came  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa,  in  1869, 
and  took  charge  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
lie  remained  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  however,  only  one 
year,  having  in  the  meantime  been  appointed  to  the 
pastorate  of  Grinnell,  which  he  assumed  and  re¬ 
mained  in  charge  of  for  two  years.  Thence  he 
went  to  Keokuk  as  pastor  of  the  Chatham  Square 
Church,  serving  here  also  two  years.  His  next  sta¬ 
tion  was  at  Washington,  Iowa;  he  remained  there 
three  years,  thence  going  to  West  Liberty  station, 
which  charge  he  soon  resigned  and  went  into  Page 
County,  Iowa,  purchasing  the  Clarinda  Herald.  He 
located  at  Clarinda  and  conducted  the  paper  for 
four  years,  then  sold  out  and  moved  to  Council 
Bluffs,  having  purchased  the  S.  T.  Walker  Publish¬ 
ing  House,  where  he  started  the  Weekly  Advance. 
This  paper  he  sold  out  in  1888,  and  from  there  re¬ 
moved  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa.  He  then  became  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Red  Oak  Express,  which  he  carried  on 
two  years,  and  then  disposed  of  the  plant  and  good¬ 
will  to  C.  W.  Snyder.  He  now  came  into  Marion 
and  purchased  the  Marion  Pilot  in  October,  1884. 
At  the  time  of  his  purchase  the  paper  was  a  five- 
column  folio,  Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Chaffin 
has  enlarged  it  to  eight  columns  and  purchased  a 
new  dress,  and  has,  in  other  ways,  greatly  improved 
the  appearance  of  the  paper.  lie  is  conducting  it 
in  an  able  manner;  his  subscription  list  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  the  paper  is  rapidly  taking  its  place 
among  the  leading  journals  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Chaffin  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lizzie  Grant  at  New  Burlington,  Ohio,  in 
1850.  Mrs.  Chaffin  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Eliza  (Mann)  Grant,  who  both  departed  this  life 
some  years  ago.  Mrs.  Chaffin  remained  the  com¬ 
panion  of  her  husband  oniy  ten  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  1860,  in  Felicity,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Chaffin  was  the  second  time  married,  in  1862, 
to  Miss  Belle  Shriver,  of  Felicity.  Of  the  first 
marriage  there  had  been  born  one  daughter — Mary 
who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Compton, 


and  is  now  living  in  Redkey,  Ind.  Of  the  second  g 
marriage  three  children  were  born — William  F., 
Lora  and  Ella,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Chaffin  has  been  an  industrious 
one,  his  leisure  hours  filled  in  with  careful  study 
and  literary  pursuits.  He  is  the  author  of  several 
works  of  merit,  of  which  one  in  particular,  “  The 
Golden  Urn,”  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  An¬ 
other  is  a  purely  theological  work  entitled  “  The 
Battle  of  Calvary,  or,  Universalism  and  Cognate 
Theories  against  Jesus  of  Nazareth;”  this  latter  is 
a  12mo.  volume,  and  a  fine  example  of  the  higher 
kind  of  religious  polemic  writings.  It  was  welcomed 
by  the  religious  press  as  a  strong  plea  for  the  purity 
of  the  ancient  faith.  It  is  a  work  of  hig-h  order 
and  bears  the  marks  of  learning,  clear  thought  and  8)j 
remarkable  candor.  Both  of  these  works  men¬ 
tioned  have  established  the  literary  reputation  of 
their  author,  from  whom  greater  things  may  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

Mr.  Chaffin  is  little  past  the  prime  of  life,  and  is 
in  full  possession  of  his  mental  powers,  and  gives 
most  of  his  leisure  time  to  literary  pursuits,  for 
which  he  has  a  genuine  love,  and  takes  pride  in 
aiming  to  excel.  He  is  highly  respected  in  a  com¬ 
munity  of  people 
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more  than  ordinary  jj|i 
intelligence,  and  is  one  of  the  bright  lights  in  the  ErP-i 
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church  of  his  choice. 


LAYTON  SANDERSON,  of  Marion,  is  pas¬ 
senger  conductor  of  the  Council  Bluffs  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  which 
position  he  has  occupied  since  September,  1882. 

His  experience  as  a  railroad  man  has  stretched  over 
the  space  of  thirty  years,  and  in  that  time,  in  these 
particular  duties,  he  has  proved  himself  coura¬ 
geous,  careful  and  efficient,  enjoying  the  confidence 
of  the  companies  by  whom  he  has  been  employed 
to  a  remarkable  degree. 

Clayton  Sanderson  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich., 

Aug.  17,  1838.  His  parents  were  F.  M.  and  Hul-  E  h 

dah  (Rogers)  Sanderson.  His  father  was  a  native  jji } 

of  Woodstock.  Vt.,  and  his  mother  of  Niagara 

County,  N.  lr.  After  their  marriage  they  removed 

from  Detroit  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  our  subject  [j  { 
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began  railroading  on  the  Michigan  Central  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years,  as  freight  brakeman.  He 
was  connected  with  this  road  for  six  years  as  con¬ 
ductor,  and  during  the  war,  running  on  the  New 
Albany  &  Saline,  thence  to  the  Galena  Division  of 
the  C.  &  N.  W.  as  freight  conductor  a  year,  then 
thirteen  years  as  passenger  conductor  from  Chicago 
to  Clinton,  Iowa. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Sanderson  went  on  the  Northern 
Pacific,  Yellowstone  Division,  where  he  remained 
nine  months.  The  following  year  he  engaged  with 
the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  running  from  Marion  to 
Council  Bluffs.  His  duties  led  him  out  at  all  hours 
of  the  night  and  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  he  was 
often  deprived  of  sleep  and  rest,  but  notwithstand¬ 


ing  this  he  was  never 


charged  with  being  the  cause 


of  any  serious  accident,  and  the  long  time  he  has 
remained  in  the  employ  of  responsible  corporations 
is  excellent  testimony  of  his  efficiency  and  faithful¬ 
ness  in  the  railway  service. 

The  marriage  of  Clayton  Sanderson  and  Miss 
Minnie,  daughter  of  Sylvanus  Gurnsey,  Esq.,  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  city  of  Chicago  Oct.  14,  1881.  Mrs. 
Sanderson  is  a  native  of  Montpelier,  \  t.,  and  a 
lady  of  rare  intelligence  and  accomplishments. 

Politically  Mr.  Sanderson  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  whose  principles  he  believes  to 
be  the  best  of  any  existing  political  organization. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  Marion  since  running  on 
this  division  and,  although  necessarily  absent  much 
of  the  time,  is  claimed  as  a  citizen  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors 
and  acquaintances. 


^fi  OSHUA  DORON,  M.  D.  The  biography  of 
our  subject,  could  space  be  given  for  its  de¬ 
tails,  would  prove  truth  as  strange  as  fiction, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  be  pregnant  with  ex¬ 
amples  of  courage  and  a  will  power  that  compels 
circumstances  to  shape  themselves  to  events.  It 
would  also  show  the  ambitious  youth  of  to-day 
that,  notwithstanding  poverty  and  the  misfortune 
of  a  neglected  education,  or  being  bound  out  to  hard 
task  masters,  by  application,  honesty,  and  a  stead¬ 


fast  purpose,  a  boy  with  however  poor  a  pewter 
spoon,  can  rise  to  a  noble  height ;  that  there  are 
chances  to  turn  the  pewter  spoon  to  a  golden  one 
and  that  it  has  been  accomplished  by  many  who 


Jill 

have  been  as  unfortunate  as  he  may  be  at  present. 

Mr.  Doron,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  }J 
and  druggists  of  Mt.  Vernon,  was  born  in  layette i  __ 
County,  Pa.,  Dec.  1,  1819.  His  father,  Joshua  f 
Doron,  was  born  near  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.  His  father, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of 
that  State  and  followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer 
all  his  life.  Joshua  Doron,  Sr.,  was  also  a  farmer 
and  spent  his  entire  life  following  that  vocation. 

When  a  young  man  he  settled  in  the  Keystone 
State,  where  he  made  the  purchase  of  a  small  farm 
located  in  Fayette  County,  and  upon  which  he 
lived  until  1831,  when  he  emigrated  to  Morgan 
County,  Ohio.  The  trip  was  made  overland,  that 
being  the  customary  mode  of  traveling  at  that  day. 

In  Morgan  County  he  rented  a  farm,  remaining 
there  only  a  short  period,  however,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Perry  County,  same  State,  and  partly 
improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until 
1854,  when  he  removed  to  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  where 
he  died. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother  was 
Nancy  A.  Newton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  Her 
demise  occurred  while  a  resident  of  Oskaloosa.  A 
family  of  six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Doron,  as  follows:  Abigail  became  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Casteel,  and  died  at  Brownsville,  Pa. ;  Ga¬ 
briel  is  a  resident  of  Douglas,  Kan. David  lives  in 
Morgan  County,  Ohio;  Rebecca  and  Thomas  Jad- 
win  became  man  and  wife,  and  are  residents  of 
Perry  County,  Ohio;  our  subject  is  the  next  in 
order  of  birth,  and  Elmira,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Call,  resides  at 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 

Joshua  Doron  of  this  brief  sketch,  was  but  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ohio.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  school.  He  never  attended  college,  but  be¬ 
ing-  of  studious  habits  and  a  close  observer  of  things 
in  general,  he  obtained  practical  knowledge  that 
has  served  him  to  good  purpose.  He  remained  at 
home  until  twenty  years  of  age,  assisting  in  the  la¬ 
bors  of  the  farm.  On  attaining  this  age  he  went 
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witli  his  elder  brother  to  Muskingum  County  and 
attended  school  at  Adanisville,  after  which  lie  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  in  that  county,  and  later  in 
Perry  County.  It  is  obvious  that  Mr.  Doron  must 
have  always  fully  availed  himself  of  all  privileges 
of  instruction  to  which  he  found  access,  and  a  dis¬ 
tinguishing  characteristic  of  him,  is  the  possession 
of  quickness  of  mind  and  talent. 

In  1844  he  of  whom  we  write  turned  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  study  of  medicine.  Our  subject  came 
to  Iowa  in  1846,  first  locating  at  Rockville,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the 


slip  meantime  he  attended  Rush  Medical  College,  Chi¬ 
cago,  1850-51.  He  remained  in  Rockville  for  the 


succeeding  ten  years,  then  removed  to  Delhi,  where 
he  practiced  for  another  six  years,  and  in  1862 
came  to  Mt.  Vernon,  where  he  has  resided  until  the 
present  time.  Dr.  Doron  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  practitioners  in  Linn  County,  and  has 
continued  in  active  practice  for  upward  of  forty 
rs.  By  carefully  diagnosing  his  cases,  and 


treatil,g  thpm  "  ith* that  skill  which  years  of  study 
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:  and  practice  enable  him  to  bring  to  bear,  he  has 


met  with  signal  success. 


Dr.  Doron  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss 


l 


Miriam  James.  Dec.  1 , 1 844.  Miss  James  was  born 
in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  March  29,  1829,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Grazelle  (Lyle) 
James.  By  her  union  with  our  subject  there  were 
born  five  children,  the  record  being  as  follows: 

JU  Jennie  is  the  of  Rev.  W.  F.  Barclay,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  1  ipton ;  Winfield  Scott  lives  at  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non;  Walter  A.  resides  in  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  and 
is  Principal  of  the  schools  at  that  place,  and  Carl 
Newton  is  a  merchant’s  clerk  at  Marshalltown;  the 
first  born  died  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Doron  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  hold¬ 
ing  fellowship  with  Lodge  No.  112  of  Mt.  Vernon. 
He  was  a  V  hig  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  and  has  since  voted  for  its  candidates.  He  has 


jliijh:  served  as  Mayor  of  Mt.  Vernon,  and  also  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  at  this  writing  is 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  connected 


with  the  Delaware  County  Medical  Society,  and  the 
Iowa  Union  Medical  Society,  being  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  each,  and  has  been  President  of  the  latter- 


named  society;  he  was  also  a  charter  member  and 
President  of  the  Linn  County  Medical  Society. 
I  lie  Doctor  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  the 
State  and  county  conventions,  and  the  first  vote  he 
cast  in  Iowa  was  against  the  adoption  of  the  State 
Constitution  in  1846.  He  has  never  failed  to  cast 
his  vote  at  a  State  or  Presidential  election  since 
that  time. 


OSL1  II  MLN1ZLR,  whose  portrait  is  given 
in  this  connection,  is  one  of  the  retired  mer¬ 
chants  of  Marion.  He  came  here  in  the 
early  days  and  assisted,  with  the  other  pio¬ 
neers  of  Linn  County,  to  build  up  a  civilized  com¬ 
munity  in  a  comparative  wilderness.  It  was  as 


early  as  1840,  while  Iowa  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  gjjjl 


while  the  few  settlers  were  struggling  with  the  diffi¬ 
culties  incident  to  the  lack  of  conveniences  for  liv¬ 
ing  or  traveling,  and  were  obliged  to  tax  their 
ingenuity  in  every  direction  to  keep  even  the 
wheels  of  life  in  motion,  that  Mr.  Mentzer  came 
among  them. 

Mr.  Mentzer  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  § 
born  in  Franklin  County,  on  what  has  since  been  “ 
the  battle-field  of  Antietam.  Near  the  river  of  that 
name  was  his  birthplace,  and  the  spot  where  his 
paients  instilled  into  his  youthful  mind  those  prin¬ 
ciples  which  formed  the  foundation  of  a  grand 
chaiacter,  and  enabled  him  to  become  what  he  is 
to-day.  I  he  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  on  the  '  1 
30th  of  July,  1817.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Eve 
(Ilinkel)  Mentzer,  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  but  of  German  parentage.  In  early  youth  the 


son  Joseph  emigrated  to  Ohio,  first 


settling 


Wayne  County,  thence  going  to  Richland  County, 
and  in  the  latter  place  spent  eighteen  years  with 
his  uncle,  Joseph  Manner,  and  his  son  Jacob.  It 
was  here  that  he  formed  many  of  those  excellent 
business  habits  which  have  proven  so  beneficial  to 
him  in  his  busy  life— a  life  though  marked  for  thor¬ 
ough  business  traits  yet  filled  with  kindly  deeds. 
After  leaving  Ohio  he  turned  his  face  further  west¬ 
ward,  crossed  the  Mississippi,  visited  Iowa,  but 
made  no  permanent  settlement  at  that  time.  He  re¬ 
mained  some  time  at  Iowa  City  and  then  returned 
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to  his  native  State.  lie  still  had  a  longing  for  the 
West,  however,  and  two  years  afterward  started  out 
aofain,  determined  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  State.  He  located  at  Marion,  and  gathered  to¬ 
gether  a  small  stock  of  merchandise  and  commenced 

O 

business  in  an  unpretentious  manner.  In  1846  he 
{  :  associated  himself  with  Henry  H.  Welch,  and  they 
1  j :  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Mentzer  &  Welch, 
carrying  on  the  business  he  had  instituted  and  add- 
5  in«'  to  their  stock  as  their  means  accumulated. 

33  The  above-named  firm  continued  its  operations 
for  about  twenty  years,  or  until  1865,  when  they 
:  closed  out.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Mentzer  has  been 
interested  in  business  in  Marion,  principally,  how¬ 
ever,  through  his  sons.  He  possessed  a  large  share 
of  native  talent,  was  industrious  and  enterprising, 
and  his  fellow-citizens  very  soon  recognized  in  him 
the  characteristics  of  a  most  useful  citizen.  At  the 
organization  of  the  National  Bank  of  Marion  he 
was  selected  for  its  President,  and  filled  the  duties 
of  this  office  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction,  not  only  of  the  stock-holders,  but  of 
his  townsmen.  He  has  accumulated  a  handsome 
property,  among  which  is  a  fine  farm  of  170  acres 
adjacent  to  the  east  line  of  the  city,  and  partly 
within  the  city  limits.  This  constitutes  his  home¬ 
stead,  and  is  an  attractive  spot,  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  of  life  and  many  of  its  luxuries. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Mentzer  occurred  at 
Marion,  in  1848,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 


beck.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of 
whom  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 


JH  seven  children,  of 


;-s 


Maria  Hollenbeck, 


daughter 


of  Lawrence  Hollen- 


ter  are 


living: 


Theodore  F.  is  an  attorney  at 


the  second  wife.  Their  union  occurred  March  5,  {|| 
1882,  and  to  them  three  children  have  been  born, 
two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Tully  B.,  Carl  M.and 
Mary  Louisa. 

ilr.  Mentzer  has  been  actively  identified  with 
the  growth  and  development  of  Linn  County,  and  } 
is  one  of  her  most  valued  citizens.  A  residence  of  Sfty 
forty-five  years  has  given  his  neighbors  and  friends  :  { 
the  opportunity  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
him,  and  the  respect  in  which  they  hold  him  amply 
testifies  as  to  the  high  character  of  the  course  which 
he  has  pursued  since  a  resident  among  them.  He 
has  always  maintained  his  credit  and  has  always 
paid  100  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  may  truly  be 
called  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  this  commu¬ 
nity,  and  upon  which  it  has  been  builded  with 
credit  and  in  honor.  Though  at  the  outset  sub¬ 
jected  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  privations  of 
pioneering  in  a  new  country,  he  succeeded  ad¬ 
mirably,  and  in  the  mercantile  field  he  was  long 
known  as  a  man  of  undoubted  integrity  and  sub¬ 
stantial  business  ability.  He  made  profitable  in¬ 
vestments,  became  interested  in  remunerative  en¬ 
terprises,  and  secured  a  competency  as  a  product  of 
personal  industry  and  good  judgment,  put  forth  in 
a  field  wisely  selected. 


ill 


Mitchell,  Dak. ;  Cyrus  A.  is  a  merchant  and  lumber 
dealer  at  Harlan,  Iowa ;  Jeanette  is  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Two°x>od,  of  Dakota;  Elza  J.  is  married  and  lives 
on  Crow  Creek,  Dak.;  Charles  W.  is  also  a  resident 
1  :  of  the  same  place.  Mrs.  Mentzer  passed  from  earth 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1863.  Mr.  Mentzer  was  again 
married,  Dec.  13,  1864,  to  Miss  Millie,  daughter  of 
{  Charles  Gregory.  About  seventeen  years  there¬ 
after  he  was  deprived  of  her  companionship  by 
-L  :  death;  this  occurred  Jan.  26,  1881.  Of  this  union 
there  were  no  children.  Mr.  Mentzer  was  the  third 


time  married,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Gregory,  a  sister  of 

r 


<\|j  OHN  J.  McFARLAND,  occupying  his  fine 
homestead  on  section  25,  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  pioneer  settler  of  Linn  County  and 
one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  He  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Rhode  Island  and  was  born  in  Providence, 
Aug.  11.  1816.  His  father,  William  McFarland, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  Cappah 
Parish,  County  Tyrone,  in  1792,  and  was  the  son 
of  William  and  Jane  (Brown)  McFarland,  who  were 
of  good  old  Scottish  ancestry. 

When  in  the  prime  of  life  William  McFarland  de¬ 
termined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World.  He 
had  instituted  a  home  and  formed  family  ties  and 
was  anxious  to  provide  for  his  loved  ones  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  manner  than  there  was  a  prospect  of  doing  in 
his  native  land.  Accordingly,  with  a  part  of  his 
family,  he  boarded  an  American  vessel,  the  North 
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Star,  and  after  a  safe  voyage,  landed  at  Cape  Ann, 
Mass.,  being  obliged  to  disembark  there  on  account 
of  tye  city  of  New  York  being  blockaded.  From 
there  they  proceeded  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  the 
father  followed  his  occupation,  that  of  a  shoemaker, 
and  in  1828,  sent  to  Ireland  for  Ids  wife  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  Ids  family.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
located  in  \\  ashington  County,  Pa.,  and  there  was 
joined  by  his  family.  lie  afterward  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  \V.  Ya.,  where  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days  and  where  he  departed  this  life 
in  1830,  in  the  eighty -fourth  year  of  his  age.  The 
faithful  wife  and  mother  died  there  the  followiua- 
year. 

William  McFarland,  Jr.,  was  the  third  child  and 
second  son  of  his  parents’  family.  He  came  to 
America  with  his  father  and  youngest  brother  and 
a  sister.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  in 
his  native  country  and  followed  it  after  his  arrival 
in  the  United  States.  After  he  had  located  with 
bis  fathei  in  \\  ashington  County',  Pa.,  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  weaving  combined,  and  also  added 
school  teaching  to  his  other  labors.  This  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  the  character  of  the  man,  and  he  followed 
out  those  early  habits  of  industry  until  the  close  of 
his  life.  He  removed  to  Marshall  County,  W.  Va„ 
in  1834,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  died 


there  in  August,  1866.  The  maiden 


name  of  the 


mother  of  our  subject  was  Sarah  Moore.  She  was 
also  a  native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  still  living,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth. 

John  J.  McFarland  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Erskine  McFarland,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  spring  of  1843.  Mrs.  McFarland  was 
born  in  Ohio  County,  W.  V a.,  and  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Bushfield)  McFarland. 

Mr.  McFarland  rented  a  farm 


his 


marriage. 


After 

in  Ihooke  County,  4  a.,  where  he  remained  for  two 


years.  He  was  then  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  by 


his  father,  who  was  the  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
sei  ved  two  y'ears.  After  his  term  had  expired  he 
removed  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Belmont  County, 
remaining  there  until  1856,  when,  learning  of  the 

eSE^SQ 


bright  prospects  opening  up  in  the  Hawkeye  State, 
he  determined  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  try  his 
fortunes  farther  West.  He  went  by  the  river  route 
to  Muscatine,  and  thence  overland  to  Linn  County. 
He  visited  Franklin  Township,  and  being  pleased 
with  the  outlook,  purchased  160  acres  of  land, 
eighty  of  which  are  on  section  25,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  eighty  on  section  35.  The  land  was  but  slightly 
improved,  and  witli  genuine  pioneer  energy  he  set 
about  its  cultivation.  The  smiling  fields  soon  re¬ 
paid  his  efforts,  and  from  time  to  time  he  made  im¬ 


provements  as  his  means  allowed,  erecting 

7  O 


good 


dwelling  and  a  complete  set  of  farm  buildings.  His  : 
entire  farm  is  now  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
the  identical  tract  which  he  first  purchased  now 
constitutes  the  family  homestead.  Here  he  has 
remained  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  witnessed  . 
with  extreme  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  growth 
and  advancement  of  the  country  around  him.  He 


has  also  the  consciousness  of  feeling  that  lie 


aided  in  this  development,  and  that  he  holds  an 
honored  position  in  the  community  of  which  he  has 
so  long  been  a  worthy  member. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarland  has 


been  gladdened  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  and 


they  have  suffered  affliction  in  the  loss  of  four  of 
these.  The  living  are  Eliza  J.,  widow  of  Mr.  S.  M. 
Cummins,  bjr  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Mabel;  Edgar  W.  married  Miss 
Sadie  Y.  Stacks,  and  they  are  living  in  Neligh,  An¬ 
telope  Co.,  Neb.;  Maggie  B.  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
II.  Peak,  and  lives  with  her  husband  in  Pottawato¬ 
mie  County,  Kan. ;  Robert  II.  married  Miss  Alice 
McAllister,  and  lives  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa; 
Ralph  E.  married  Miss  Hattie  M.  Lambert  and  oc¬ 
cupies  the  old  homestead.  The  faithful  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  Jan.  25,  1877.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  piously  in¬ 
clined  and  devoted  to  good  works  and  neighborly 
acts  of  kindness.  Mr.  McFarland  is  also  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  cheerfully  contributes. 

In  former  years  Mr.  McFarland  was  a  Whig,  po¬ 
litically,  but  since  the  abandonment  of  the  old 
party  and  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  endorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter  regime 
and  has  continued  a  faithful  adherent  to  them 
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since  that  time.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  solid 
men  of  his  community,  and  has  filled  an  important 
position  in  its  councils  and  in  aid  of  its  general 
V"  prosperity  and  advancement. 

In  recognition  of  his  fitness  to  be  classed  among 
the  representative  men  of  this  county,  we  present 
in  connection  with  this  sketch  a  portrait  of  Mr. 
McFarland. 
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OLIVER  CLARK,  an  esteemed  resident  of 
Linn  Township,  owns  and  occupies  a  com¬ 
fortable  homestead  on  section  32.  He  may 
properly  be  classed  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Iowa,  having  come  here  with  his  parents  in  1840, 
before  it  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Oliver  and 
Electa  (Wilcox)  Clark,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  from  which  they  emigrated  to  this  county  in 
1840,  settling  in  Franklin  Township,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  until  their  death.  The  parental  household 
included  twelve  children,  of  whom  Oliver  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  in  Lorain  County,  Oct.  2,  1823,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  his  parents  until  his  'marriage,  which 
took  place  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age. 
In  the  fall  of  1847,  on  account  of  ill-health,  he 
went  to  New  Orleans,  and  while  there  enlisted  in 
the  Quartermaster’s  Department  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  went  over  to  Mexico  in  charge  of 
a  load  of  mules  for  the  service  in  the  war  then 
pending  between  that  country  and  the  United 
States.  He  remained  in  the  service  about  nine 
months,  being  finally  discharged  for  disability,  his 
health  still  continuing  poor.  He  then  returned  to 
Linn  County,  and  resumed  farming,  which  occupa¬ 
tion  he  has  since  followed  with  marked  success.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  460  acres  of  land,  a  third  of 
which  is  in  timber. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  Oct.  16,  1848,  to  Miss 
Barbara  Boice.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
born  June  25,  1828,  and  by  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children,  the 
record  of  whom  is  as  follows:  William  C.  resides 
in  Linn  Township;  Agnes  E.  is  the  wife  of  M.  II. 
Kavanaugh,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Mary  E.  mar¬ 


ried  Barnett  Ashton,  going  with  her  husband  to 
Red  Willow  County,  Neb.,  where  she  died  in  No-  I 
vember,  1883;  Thomas  G.  married  Miss  Eliza  Cal¬ 
houn,  and  is  a  resident  of  this  county,  as  is  also 
Henry,  who  married  Miss  Rebecca  Kofer ;  Merling  El 
P.  is  a  resident  of  Linn  Township. 

Mr.  Clark  is  considered  one  of  the  excellent 
citizens  of  his  community,  and  enjoys  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  has 
been  Constable,  Road  Supervisor  and  School  Di¬ 
rector,  and  has  occupied  other  important  positions 
in  the  councils  of  his  community.  He  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
politically  uniformly  casts  his  vote  with  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


mm 


OIIN  MEEHAN  is  an  esteemed  resident  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  having  located  here  in  1859, 
and  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  carriages,  wagons  and  stages.  His 
establishment  is  located  on  A  avenue,  between  First 
and  Second  streets,  and  is  one  of  the  important  in¬ 
dustries  of  the  city.  Mr.  Meehan  is  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  was  born  dune  24,  1835.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Johanna  (Bereigan) 
Meehan,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  where  they  passed 
their  entire  lives,  and  died  in  1849  and  1847  re¬ 
spectively.  The  household  circle  included  seven 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living:  Helen, 
Mrs.  Hayes,  residing  in  Canada;  Julia,  Mrs.  Bahen, 
a  resident  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  the  subject  of 
our  sketch. 

John  Meehan  attended  school  in  his  native  land 
until  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  came  to 
America,  lie  first  went  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  at¬ 
tended  school  there  eighteen  months,  and  thereafter 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  and  a  half  years  at 
blacksmithing.  For  ten  or  twelve  years  subse- 
quently  he  worked  as  a  journeyman  at  his  trade. 
He  was  in  Galena,  Ill.,  for  a  short  time,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Dubuque,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  and  in  1859  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
worked  here  as  a  journeyman  for  three  years,  and 
then  opened  business  for  himself  on  A  avenue, 
formerly  called  Linn  street.  He  had  been  prosper- 
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ous  and  successful,  and  in  1804  found  himself  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  a  lot,  (50x140  feet,  where  he  built 
a  house,  and  a  wagon,  blacksmith  and  paint  shop, 
and  cilice,  and  established  the  business  which  he 
has  since  continued,  and  which  now  gives  employ¬ 
ment  to  from  six  to  twelve  men.  In  the  meantime 
Mr.  Meehan  had  assumed  domestic  ties,  being  mar¬ 
ried  in  1858,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  John 
Brown,  a  native  of  his  own  country. 

Mr.  Meehan  is  a  Democrat,  and  h  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Catholic  Church.  His  natural 
genius  and  talent  have  received  ample  recognition, 
and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen, 
and  has  occupied  important  positions  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  city.  He  was  Alderman  of  the  First 
Ward  for  six  years,  and  his  opinion  upon  local  and 
general  matters  is  highly  valued.  He  is  a  self-made 
man  in  every  respect  the  term  implies,  and  a  val¬ 
uable  addition  to  the  business  interests  of  the  city. 
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ETER  C.  GARRETT,  of  Marion,  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Mentzer  & 
Garrett,  undertakers  and  dealers  in  furni¬ 
ture  of  all  kinds.  The  firm  established 
business  in  1875,  and  has  been  prosperous  in  its 
undertaking.  The  business  is  carried  on  method¬ 
ical^,  systematically,  and  in  a  strictly  honorable 
manner.  The  early  patrons  still  continue  with  them 
and  new  ones  are  constantly  being  added  to  the  old 
list.  The  operations  of  ten  years  have  fully  estab¬ 
lished  them  in  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the 
feaj  community. 

P.  C.  Garrett  was  born  in  the  District  of  Niagara, 
5  i Upper  Canada,  Sept.  14,  1828.  His  parents  were 
Reuben  and  Sarah  (Couse)  Garrett.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  his  mother  of  New 
Jersey,  and  they  were  visiting  in  Canada  at  the 
time  of  the  birth  of  their  son.  In  early  childhood 
:  our  subject  removed  with  his  parents  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  to  Genesee.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  his  parents  until  he  attained  to  years 
of  manhood.  At  this  time  Mr.  Garrett,  wishing  to 
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see  something  of  the  western  country,  took  a  trip 
to  California  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus.  He  was 
gone  two  and  one-half  years  and  then  returned  to 
his  old  home,  where  he  remained  until  1850,  when 
lie  again  went  to  California  and  remained  two  and 
a  half  years.  In  1867,  determined  to  establish 
himself  in  one  of  the  Western  States,  he  crosse  1 
the  Mississippi  and  came  into  Iowa,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  country  and  the 
beauty  of  the  town,  concluded  to  locate  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  first  engaged  in  the  grocery  business, 
remained  thus  occupied  for  two  years,  then  sold 
out  and  worked  at  his  trade  of  carriage-making,  at 
which  he  had  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in 
his  youth  with  his  father  who  was  established  in  the 
business.  He  was  thus  occupied  until  after  the  de¬ 
cease  of  his  wife.  This  sad  event  naturally  very 
much  disturbed  his  domestic  and  business  relations. 
Thereafter  he  became  engaged  in  the  sale  of  sew¬ 
ing-machines  and  stoves,  and  continued  thus  occu¬ 
pied  for  about  three  years,  and  shortly  afterward 
was  established  in  his  present  prosperous  undertak¬ 
ing. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  also  established  himself 
in  the  good-will  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  has  oc¬ 
cupied  the  various  offices  within  their  gift.  While 
a  resident  of  New  York  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff  of 
Genesee  County,  and  later  occupied  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk  and  Supervisor.  Religiously  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Christian  Church,  and  his  former  de- 
ceased  wife  was  also  connected  with  the  same 
church,  by  which  her  loss  was  deeply  mourned. 
On  April  18,  1855,  he  was  married  in  Erie  County  to 
Miss  Frances  A.  Witwer,  of  Williamsville,  N.  Y. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Witwer, 
and  was  born  in  Erie  County.  Two  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  born  to  this  union,  viz.,  Leila  A., 
wife  of  J.  P.  Griswold,  of  Topeka,  Kan. ;  Estella, 
wife  of  Emory  Sefton,  Professor  of  Coe  College, 
Cedar  Rapids;  Charles,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
California;  John  A.,  a  student  of  Coe  College; 
Frances,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  Oct.  8,  1870. 
On  the  20th  of  April,  1874,  Mr.  Garrett  was  a  sec¬ 
ond  time  married,  his  present  wife  having  been 
Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  Mentzer. 
Mrs.  Garrett  was  born  in  Quincy  Township,  Frank- 
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lin  C'o.,  Pa.  She  is  an  excellent  lady  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


LLICOTT  A.  INGHAM  of  Marion  occu¬ 
pies  the  responsible  post  of  chief  carpenter 
of  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  from  Savannah 
to  Council  Bluffs  and  from  Marion  to  Sabula.  He 
has  charge  of  bridges  and  carpenter  work  and  has 
thus  been  employed  since  January,  1883.  He  has 
been  faithful  to  his  trust  and  receives  the  reward 
of  his  fidelity  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  great 
company  who  have  intrusted  him  with  an  import¬ 
ant  position. 

Mr.  Ingham  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Bradford  County,  Dec.  3,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Susannah  (Stone)  Ingham.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother 
was  born  in  Connecticut. 

Ellicott  A.  Ingham  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
in  1857,  desii’ing  to  better  his  condition  in  life, 
severed  old  ties  and  removed  across  the  Mississippi. 
He  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and 
pursued  his  former  occupation,  adding  to  it  that  of 
contracting  and  building.  In  1861  he  began  rail¬ 
road  work  with  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  on  the  Iowa 
Division.  His  first  work  consisted  in  the  erection 
of  depots,  and  he  afterward  superintended  the 
building  of  station  houses  at  Blairstown  to  Nevada, 
on  contract.  He  then  changed  his  residence  to 
Clinton  and  was  employed  in  the  railway  water  de¬ 
partment  four  years,  and  was  afterward  detailed  to 
build  bridges  and  depots  from  Clinton  to  Anamosa. 
He  remained  in  the  employ  of  this  company  for 
twenty  years,  and  in  1881  went  to  Wisconsin  to 
superintend  the  building  of  the  Milwaukee  and 
Madison  Division.  He  built  the  Des  Moines  bridge 
in  the  summer  of  1882,  taking  full  charge  of  all  the 
carpenter  work  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Ingham  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Angeline  Herman,  Sept.  15,  1859,  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Iowa.  After  living  with  her  husband  for  many 
years  this  excellent  lady  passed  away  from  earth, 
lamented  by  her  husband  and  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ingham  took 
place  Jan.  6,  1883,  and  the  lady  of  his  choice  was 


Mrs.  Lydia  Ingham,  widow  of  Charles  K.  Ingham,  r 
and  daughter  of  Cyrus  Stevens,  Esq.  The  present  1 
Mi’s.  Ingham  was  also  bom  in  Bradford  County, 
Pa.,  the  birthplace  of  her  husband,  and  by  her  first 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  two  sons,  John  and 
Edward,  promising  young  men  who  both  reside  in 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  are  carrying  on  business! 
for  themselves.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  are  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  they  contribute  liberally  and  cheerfully. 

Mr.  Ingham  has  been  a  resident  of  Marion  since 
1882.  He  is  an  expert  mechanic,  competent,  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  general 
superintendence  of  the  carpenter  work  of  447  miles 
of  railroad  is  a  job  that  would  not  be  intrusted  to 
any  one  but  a  first-class  mechanic  and  a  reliable 
man.  That  Mr.  Ingham  occupies  such  a  position 
is  abundant  evidence  of  the  regal’d  in  which  he  is 
held  and  the  respect  paid  to  his  genius  and  skill. 
In  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem,  and  although  absent  much  of  the  time, 
Marion  proudly  claims  him  as  one  of  her  first-class 
citizens. 
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AJ.  JOHN  DANCE  is  a  wealthy  and  re¬ 
tired  farmer  occupying  a  fine  homestead  in 
the  town  of  Lisbon.  He  is  a  native  of 
Lincolnshire,  England,  born  Nov.  24,  1823, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Winslow) 
Dance.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Leicestershire ; 
his  mother  of  Lincolnshire,  and  was  a  niece  of  Gen. 
Winslow  of  Revolutionary  fame.  They  spent  their 
last  days  in  Lincolnshire,  and  their  remains  lie 
buried  in  the  cemetety  at  Sapperton. 

John  Dance  was  the  eldest  of  five  sons  and  the 
only  one  of  the  family  who  came  to  America.  He 
attended  school  in  the  winter  season  until  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  the  remainder  of  the  year 
was  employed  on  the  farm.  The  first  three  years 
he  received  but  $15  a  year  and  his  board,  and  in 
that  time  he  clothed  himself  and  saved  money 
enough  to  buy  a  good  watch.  After  he  was  fifteen 
years  old  he  received  from  $30  to  $50  per  year, 
and  when  he  was  eighteen  and  a  half  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  overseer  on  a  large  farm,  receiving  the 
munificent  salary  of  $60  a  year.  The  second  year 
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this  was  increased  to  $85.  Me  retained  this  posi¬ 
tion  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  lie  was 
married  in  May,  1849,  and  the  following  October 
set  sail  from  Liverpool  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
United  States.  The  voyage  occupied  seven  weeks 
and  four  days.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  they  went  directly  to  Kenton,  Hardin  Co., 
Ohio,  leased  a  farm,  and  remained  there  until  Octo¬ 
ber,  1851.  They  then  determined  to  go  further 
westward,  and  on  the  8th  of  that  month  started 
with  a  team  of  horses  and  wagon  for  Iowa.  The 
journey  occupied  six  weeks  and  their  destination 
proved  to  be  Rochester  in  Cedar  County. 

After  his  arrival  in  Rochester,  Mr.  Dance  en- 
tered  into  partnership  with  another  man,  and  they 
leased  a  farm  near  the  town.  He  remained  upon 
-  the  farm  one  year  and  then  entered  a  piece  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  in  Linn  Township,  Cedar  County. 
He  erected  a  log  cabin  on  the  open  prairie  and  in 
the  spring  of  1854  commenced  breaking  the  land, 
which  was  totally  unimproved.  Muscatine  and 
Davenport  were  the  nearest  markets  at  this  time. 
1  1  Mr.  Lance  commenced  farming  with  one  span  of 
horses,  a  pair  of  colts  and  four  cows.  He  con¬ 
tinued  improving  his  farm  and  cultivating  it  as 
rapidly  as  he  could  until  1861,  when  rumors  of 
war  began  to  be  heard  in  the  land. 

When  it  became  apparent  that  the  country  would 
need  the  services  of  her  brave  men  as  soldiers  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  John  Dance  at  once 
laid  aside  his  business  obligations  and  private  in¬ 
terests,  and  enlisted  in  Co.  K,  lltli  Iowa  Yol.  Inf., 
being  mustered  in  as  a  private.  He  was  soon  pro¬ 
moted  First  Corporal,  and  was  transferred  Sept. 
30,  1863,  to  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry  and  commis¬ 
sioned  Captain,  and  before  his  discharge  was 
breveted  Major  and  had  command  of  the  regiment. 
At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  received  a  bullet  in  the 
ight  arm  which  disabled  him  for  life.  He  was 
onfined  in  the  hospital  for  a  time,  then  furloughed 
ome,  and  served  as  enrolling  officer  in  Linn,  Cass 
and  Red  Oak  Townships,  Cedar  County,  raised  a 
company  and  was  commissioned  Captain.  On  the 
Eolith  of  October,  1863,  they  were  ordered  to  re¬ 
port  to  Gen.  Gilham,  at  Nashville,  Teun.,  and  were 
tationed  on  the  Northwestern  Road  to  protect  the 
men  in  building-  it — the  road  being  between  Nash¬ 


ville  and  Johnston — and  the  following- 
ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Sherman.  The  company 
was  attached  to  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  joined 
Sherman’s  command  at  Red  Clay,  Tenn.,  and  was 
with  him  in  the  march  to  Atlanta,  and  in  many  of 
the  important  battles  of  the  campaign.  Capt. 
Dance  was  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864, 
in  Stoneman’s  Raid  and  with  McCook  in  the  rear 
of  Atlanta,  with  fighting  and  skirmishing  every 
day  for  the  space  of  eight  days.  On  the  30th  the 
regiment  was  surrounded  and  all  but  seventeen  of 
the  company  were  captured,  including  the  Colonel 
and  all  the  line  officers,  except  Capt.  Dance,  Maj. 
Root  and  Lieut.  A.  J.  Morrow,  who  with  thirty-five 
others  started  to  cut  their  way  through  the  lines. 
Eighteen  of  the  thirty-five  were  slain  or  captured, 
and  of  the  seventeen  that  escaped,  one  was  slightly 
injured,  while  many  others  found  their  clothes  rent 
by  bullets.  After  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Kingston,  Ga.,  a  dismantled  camp,  where 
the}'  remained  six  weeks,  then  on  to  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  to  be  again  mounted,  and  from  there  to  Pu¬ 
laski,  where  they  fought  Forrest’s  command.  After¬ 
ward  they  were  engaged  at  the  Mussel  Shoals  and 
near  Florence,  and  from  there  all  the  way  to  Colum¬ 
bia,  Tenn.  He  was  then  detached  with  the  rem¬ 
nant  of  the  1st  Battalion,  to  watch  the  fords  in 
Duck  River,  and  then  to  Williamsburg,  a  distance 
of  -  fifteen  miles.  They  outflanked  Schofield,  and 
the  latter  was  obliged  to  retreat,  which  he  did  in 
the  afternoon,  leaving  Capt.  Dance  with  his  com¬ 
mand  at  Duck  River  without  orders.  Maj.  Will¬ 
iams,  in  command  of  a  battalion  of  rebel  cavalry, 
slipped  through  the  lines  to  see  his  “  best  girl  ” 
and  the  girl  afterward  informed  our  subject  of  his 
name  and  rank.  At  10  o’clock  that  night  Capt. 
Dance  gathered  his  forces  and  made  his  way 
through  the  lines  almost  to  the  bridge  across  Stone 
River,  where  he  fell  in  with  a  rebel  battery.  It 
being  dark  they  were  not  recognized,  and  marched 
three  miles  with  them  to  Spring  Hill  and  thence  to 
the  picket  post,  and  then  he  represented  himself  as 
Maj.  Williams,  and  claimed  that  he  had  been  sent 

by  Gen.  Forrest  to  harrass  the  d - d  Yanks.  The 

pickets  let  them  through,  and  they  reached  Frank¬ 
lin  at  8  o’clock  A.  M.  Gen.  Johnson,  commander 
of  the  cavalry,  had  given  them  up  for  lost.  Here 
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they  rendered  efficient  service,  and  then  fell  back 
to  Nashville  where  one  of  the  most  memorable  bat¬ 
tles  of  the  war  was  fought. 

In  March,  1865,  Capt.  Dance  started  for  Ala¬ 
bama  where  his  command  was  ordered.  He  was 
thereafter  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Tuscaloosa  and 
Taladega.  He  was  detached  from  the  main  army 
and  found  himself  between  two  divisions  of  the 
rebel  cavalry,  having  no  communication  with  the 
Union  army.  On  the  11th  of  April  lie  was  sent  in 
command  of  a  body  of  scouts  to  learn  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  the  rebel  army  that  was  on  either  side, 
and  found  twelve  rebel  soldiers  sleeping  in  an  old 
mill.  He  woke  them  and  found  they  had  regular 
printed  paroles,  took  a  copy  of  them,  and  learned 
from  it  for  the  first  time,  that  Lee  had  surrendered, 
and  these  were  paroles  given  by  Gen.  Grant,  and 
he  reported  the  same  to  Gen.  Croxton  the  next 
morning. 

As  soon  as  Gen.  Croxton  learned  this,  he  ordered 
the  bugle  sounded  for  boots  and  saddle  and  started 
at  once  for  Macon,  Ga.,  aiming  to  strike  Newman, 
Ga.  On  the  fh’st  day’s  march  they  were  met  by  a 
flag  of  truce,  telling  them  of  the  assassination  of 
Lincoln,  and  Capt.  Dance  was,  on  the  13th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  sent  to  Clinton,  Ga.,  for  final  settlement. 

,  Since  being  wounded  in  battle,  Capt.  Dance  had 
been  incapacitated  for  work  in  the  field,  but  upon 
his  return  home  after  his  discharge  he  was  able  to 
superintend  the  management  of  the  farm  in  Linn 
Township,  Cedar  County,  and  lived  there  until 
1884,  when  he  removed  to  Lisbon  where  he  had 
previous^  made  a  purchase  of  the  property  which 
now  constitutes  the  homestead. 

The  marriage  of  Maj.  Dance  and  Miss  Phoebe  II. 
Hedson  was  celebrated  May  29,  1849.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  England,  born  in  Hanley  Green, 
Staffordshire,  July  23,  1819.  Her  father,  Jonathan 
Hedson,  was  an  extensive  merchant  and  dealer  in 
Spanish  wool,  and  lost  his  propert}''  during  the 
French  and  English  War.  Of  the  union  of  Major 
and  Mrs.  Dance  have  been  born  two  children :  The 
birth  of  Franklin  W.  took  place  in  Cedar  County, 
Aug.  16,  1857;  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Beese 
and  now  carries  on  farming  on  the  old  homestead ; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  Hardin  County,  Ohio,  July  12, 


1851,  married  Capt.  James  M.  Treichler  and  lives 
in  Linn  Township,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa. 

Politically  Maj.  Dance  was  a  Douglas  Democrat, 
until  the  rebels  shot  all  the  Democracy  out  of  him, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  a  stanch  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  de¬ 
cided  in  his  opinions,  and  when  he  is  convinced 
that  lie  is  right,  he  expresses  his  views  fearlessly. 
He  has  been  a  great  reader  and  is  a  deep  thinker, 
and  his  large  experience  in  life,  both  in  the  army 
and  in  his  business  operations  at  home,  have  tended 
to  great  self-reliance  and  stamina,  which  are  the 
most  admirable  qualities  in  a  man’s  possession.  He 
has  been  a  man  of  note  in  his  community  and  has 
had  much  to  do  toward  shaping  its  views  and  its 
condition.  He  is  one  of  those  admirable  charac¬ 
ters  whose  place  it  will  be  difficult  to  supply  when 
he  shall  have  folded  his  busy  hands  and  laid  down 
to  his  final  rest.  The  Major  and  Mrs.  Dance  have 
both  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  since  they  left  “  Merrie  England.” 

|EORGE  W.  LUTZ.  On  the  handsome 
Boulevard  which  runs  out  from  the  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids  toward  the  town  of  Marion, 
bordering  the  outer  limits  of  the  city,  is  located  the 
marble  works  of  Lutz  Bros.,  of  which  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  is  the  senior  member.  The  business 
is  comparatively  young,  having  been  established 
two  years,  but  on  account  of  the  straightforward  and 
square  dealings  of  its  projectors  and  proprietors  has 
already  attained  great  popularity  among  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Rapids  Township.  Their  annual  trade 
aggregates  about  $12,000.  The  business  is  carried 
on  systematically  and  in  good  style,  and  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  the  important  interests  of  the  city. 

George  W.  Lutz  was  born  in  Rapids  Township, 
this  county,  May  11,  1857.  The  name  of  his 
father  was  Barnett,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Anne  Kramer.  They  were  natives  of 
Fayette  County,  Pa.,  of  German  descent  and  par¬ 
entage,  and  all  their  lives  pursued  the  honorable 
and  peaceful  occupation  of  farming.  They  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Geneva,  Pa.,  May  21,  1835, 
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and  located  in  Fayette  County,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  four  years,  when  they  decided  to  trj 
their  fortunes  in  the  young  and  rapidly  growing 
West.  The  Territory  of  Iowa  was  at  that  time  the 
observed  of  all  observers,  and  the  parents  of  our 
subject  bade  farewell  to  old  friends  and  old  asso¬ 
ciations  and  turned  their  faces  westward.  They 
made  their  first  settlement  at  Linn  Orove,  and  the 
following  year  entered  the  claim  which  the  father 
afterward  purchased,  and  which  has  since  consti¬ 
tuted  the  family  homestead.  They  became  estab¬ 
lished  there  in  1840;  the  location  was  remarkably 
pleasant  and  attractive,  and  upon  the  original  site 
is  now  located  the  picturesque  suburb  of  Kenwood 
Park,  being  just  beyond  the  city  limits  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  on  the  Boulevard  running  north  between  the  two 
largest  cities  in  the  county,  the  Park  being  located 
about  midway  between  them.  The  father  was 
elected  the  first  Mayor  of  the  incorporated  village 
of  Kenwood.  These  worthy  and  excellent  old 
people  are  still  living,  and  take  great  pride  in  their 
justly  earned  title  of  “Pioneer  Settlers.”  They 
came  here  when  the  country  was  comparatively 
wild  and  unsettled,  assisted  in  the  up-building  of 
the  community  and  watched  its  interests  with  al¬ 
most  the  same  solicitude  that  they  exercised  in 
rearing  their  little  children  to  become  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  community,  that  they  might  follow  jn 
their  footsteps  and  be  an  honor  to  them  when  they 
had  passed  away. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  our  notice  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Free  Methodist 
Church,  as  are  also  a  part  of  their  family.  The 
eldest  son,  Joseph,  now  dead,  was  a  minister  in  the 
same  denomination;  George  W.,  of  whom  we  write, 
is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  deceased.  The  eldest,  Carrie  E.,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  J.  Waite,  and  resides  in  Nebraska;  her 
tn  husband  is  a  minister  also  of  the  Free  Methodist 
l  Church;  Christina  married  Henry  Strong,  and  they 
1  are  residents  of  Marion  Township,  where  they  cany 
on  the  business  of  farming;  Jane  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Cooper,  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  they  are 
living  in  Bertram  Township;  Mary  married  Mr. 
J.  H.  Smith,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman,  and  their 
home  is  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Joseph  is  a 
minister  of  the  Free  Methodist  Church,  and  is  sta- 


tioned  at  Essex,  Page  Co.,  Iowa;  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Brockaway,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  John  E.  is 
the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Lutz  Bros. ;  he  is 
a  practical  marble  cutter,  and  perfected  himself  in 
his  calling  at  Manchester,  Iowa.  The  brothers  have 
been  in  partnership  for  four  years.  John  E.  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Georgia  Miller. 

This  enterprising  young  firm  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  all  its  undertakings.  The  brothers  own, 
jointly,  the  premises  where  they  carry  on  their  bus¬ 
iness,  and  each,  aside  from  this,  has  his  own  home 
consisting  of  good  residence  and  lot. 

Mr.  George  W.  Lutz  and  Miss  L.  May  Bailey 
were  united  in  marriage  Sept.  14,  1881.  Mrs. 
Lutz  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  Sangamon  Co.,  Ill., 
and  at  an  early  age  came  with  her  parents  to  Linn 
County.  Her  husband  did  not  long  enjoy  her  com¬ 
panionship,  for  she  died  in  less  than  three  short 
years  after  their  marriage.  Of  this  union  there  was 
no  issue. 

Mr.  Lutz  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Mamie 
Gammon  Oct.  28,  1886.  The  Lutz  family  has  been 
conspicuous  by  its  stanch  Republicanism.  They 
sincerely  believe  in  the  principles  endorsed  by  this 
party,  and  cast  their  votes  for  the  maintenance  of 
these  principles  whenever  opportunity  occurs.  They 
are  good  citizens  and  valued  members  of  society, 
and  will  reflect  honor  upon  their  excellent  and 
worthy  ancestry. 


AVID  D.  JAYNE,  an  honored  resident  of 
Maine  Township,  is  a  native  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  Aug.  19,  1820.  His 
father,  William  Jayne,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  and  State,  and  his  grandfather,  David 
Jayne,  was  a  Baptist  preacher,  and  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  in  Steuben  County. 

William  Jayne,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  He  removed  from  his  na¬ 
tive  State  to  Michigan  in  1828,  and  three  3rears 
later  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Groton  Township,  Erie 
County,  where  he  was  an  early  pioneer.  He  lo¬ 
cated  upon  rented  land,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  1846.  thence  removing  to  Illinois.  The  Prai- 
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ie  State  was  then  in  its  infancy.  He  went  into 
Winnebago  County  and  was  a  pioneer  settler  there. 
He  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Howard 
Township,  improved  a  farm,  and  lived  there  un- 
}:|til  1870.  Then,  wishing  to  cross  the  Mississippi, 
he  disposed  of  his  interests  and  crossed  over  to  the 
Hawkeye  State  into  Linn  County.  He  joined  his 
son,  our  subject,  and  remained  with  him  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  3,  1869. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Sarah  Clapp,  daughter  of  George  Clapp.  She  was 
born  in  Vermont,  still  survives,  and  resides  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ben  Serls,  in  Dakota.  She  was 
lathe  mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject, 
David  D.,  was  the  eldest.  He  was  a  lad  of  eight 
-years  old  when  his  farm  life  commenced  in  the  State 
!{f|of  Michigan,  and  he  well  remembers  the  many  in- 

-  ycidents  that  occurred  during  the  journey  from  New 
1  York  to  Michigan,  which  was  made  by  canal  and 
}  IS  lake,  via  New  York  City  and  Detroit,  and  then 
I;  3  westward  by  private  conveyance  to  Washtenaw 
{ in  County,  where  his  father  purchased  timber  land, 

which  he  sold  three  years  later  and  removed  to  Ohio 
3  with  oxen  and  wagon.  He  made  his  home  with  his 
parents  in  Ohio  until  his  marriage.  After  this  event 
:  :,he  rented  land  two  years  in  Erie  County,  and  then 

Via  determined  to  go  to  the  Prairie  State.  This  was  in 

-  : 

1847.  Accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  child  he 
started  out  with  a  span  of  horses  and  a  wagon  to 
make  the  long  journey  overland.  After  sixteen 
days’  travel  they  arrived  in  Winnebago  County.  He 
entered  Government  land  in  Howard  Township, 
built  a  block  house  on  the  farm,  cultivated  the  land, 

1  U  7  " 

and  remained  there  until  1865.  He  then  deter- 

l  :  a 

mined  to  go  further  West,  and  accordingly  sold  his 
farm  and  proceeded  to  duplicate  his  former  journey, 
j  This  trip  they  also  determined  to  make  overland  by 
teams.  They  also  drove  cattle  and  sheep  and  were 
twelve  days  on  the  road.  His  destination  was  Iowa, 
i  which  he  had  previously  visited,  and  in  which  he 
i  a  had  purchased  a  farm  which  was  located  in  Maine 
Township,  and  which  is  a  part  of  the  present  home- 
-  stead.  There  was  a  small  frame  house,  but  no  fence 

Vi  , 

or  trees  on  the  place.  He  immediately  set  about 
J  making  such  improvements  as  were  necessary  or 
J  5  desirable,  and  by  the  exercise  of  genuine  pioneer 
_  industry  and  economy,  in  a  comparatively  short 

*-» 
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time  transformed  the  barren  prairie  into  smiling 
fields. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Jayne  now  represents  one  of 
the  most  pleasant  homesteads  in  Linn  County.  Upon 
it  is  erected  a  comfortable  frame  dwelling  and  all 
necessary  barns  and  outhouses.  He  has  planted 
choice  trees  and  supplied  his  fields  with  good  fenc¬ 
ing,  and  everything  in  and  about  the  premises  be¬ 
tokens  the  existence  of  thrift  and  prosperity. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jajme  with  Miss  Fannie  F. 
Himes  was  celebrated  Aug.  25,  1845.  Mrs.  J.  is  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Kingsly  and  Lucinda  (Campbell)  Himes,  the- 
former  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  latter  of  Vermont. 
She  was  born  Sept.  13,  1820,  and  has  been  of  ma¬ 
terial  assistance  to  her  husband  -in  his  efforts  to 
build  up  and  establish  a  home  which  should  be 
worthy  of  an  honored  resident  of  the  Hawkeye 
State.  That  the}r  have  accomplished  this  is  due  to 
their  own  good  judgment  and  industry.  They  are 
highly  esteemed  in  their  community  and  are  valued 
members  of  society.  They  have  two  children :  Al¬ 
bert  M.  married  Susan  Barber,  who  died  leaving- 
one  son,  Arthur  M.  He  subsequently  married  Miss 
Lillie  Baker,  who  became  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren — Lima,  Nina  and  Ethel.  Emeline  E.,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jayne,  is  the  wife  of  Nels 
Nelson.  They  have  five  children — Worthington,, 
Chastie,  Waldo,  Milton  and  Clifford  Nelson. 

Mr.  Jayne  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  until  1856, 
and  a  Republican  from  that  time.  He  and  his  ami¬ 
able  and  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 
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OHN  E.  KURTZ,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  city  of  Lisbon,  is  now  residing  within 
its  limits,  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
life.  From  the  beginning  he  has  been  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  growth  and  prosperity 
of  the  county  and  city,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
most  liberal  contributors  of  time  and  money  for  the 
advancement  of  its  interests.  He  has  been  the 
leader  in  all  its  enterprises,  has  assisted  to  build  its 
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churches  and  establish  its  schools,  and  here  also  he 
has  educated  his  children  and  fitted  them  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  work  which  he  so  nobly  assisted 
in  inaugurating  and  sustaining.  11  is  name  stands 
at  the  beginning  of  the  history  of  the  development 
of  this  city  especially,  and  it  will  remain  engraved 
there  when  the  perishable  things  of  this  generation 
have  passed  away. 

Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Sept.  5,  1817.  His  father,  Con¬ 
rad  Kurtz,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  his 
great-grandfather,  Christian  Kurtz,  was  of  pure 
German  ancestry  and  parentage,  and  carried  on  the 
business  of  carpenter  and  farmer  combined,  and 
when  arriving  at  about  middle  age,  began  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  Lancaster.  He  lived  there  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  his  decease  also  occurring 
there,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  city 
cemetery. 

Conrad  Kurtz,  when  a  young  man,  served  a  thor¬ 
ough  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
but  only  followed  it  a  few  years,  having  then  in¬ 
herited  a  farm  of  great  value  and  lying  adjacent 
to  the  city  of  Lancaster.  He  took  possession  of 
jj  this  and  occupied  it  for  the  remainder  of  his  life, 

,  -  and  died  of  cholera  in  1836.  The  maiden  name  of 
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the  mother  was  Barbara  Erb.  She  was  born  three 
miles  west  of  Lititz,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Erb,  a  well-known 
physician  of  that  vicinity.  She  became  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  and  departed  this  life  in  1842.  All 
of  these  children  but  one,  grew  to  be  men  and 
women.  The  record  is  as  follows:  Anna,  the  widow 
of  Joseph  Brenen,  resides  in  Lancaster;  Mary  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Michael  Kudisill,  who  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Samuel  is  deceased;  Magdalena  married 
Emanuel  Landis,  now  deceased;  John  E.,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch,  was  the  next  child ;  Sarah, 
Wwidow  of  Ephraim  Stauffer,  is  living  in  Lancaster, 
Pa. ;  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Manner,  and  they 
eside  in  Lancaster;  Daniel  also  resides  in  the  latter 
place. 

John  E.  Kurtz  was  the  fifth  child  of  his  parents’ 
^family.  He  remained  with  them  and  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  years,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet¬ 
maker,  served  three  years,  and  entered  upon 


“jour  ”  work  in  his  native  town,  until  1846.  He 
then  went  to  Marietta,  in  the  same  county,  pur¬ 
chased  a  steam  sawmill  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  lie  operated  the  first  mill  in  Lancaster 
County,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  lumber  until  1847.  Then,  having  a  desire 
to  see  something  of  the  western  country,  he  crossed 
the  Mississippi  and  came  into  Iowa,  the  first  part  of  E  } 
his  journey  being  via  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  to 
Pittsburgh,  then  via  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
to  Burlington.  Here  he  rented  a  house  and  pur-  [j 
chased  a  pair  of  horses  and  started  out  to  seek  a  r 
home  further  westward.  His. course  led  him  to  the 
present  site  of  Lisbon,  and  liking  the  “  lay  of  the 
land,”  he  purchased  the  site  which  now  constitutes 
the  eastern  part  of  the  city.  There  was  a  frame 
house  on  the  place  which,  with  a  few  repairs,  was 
made  quite  comfortable.  He  returned  to  Burlington 
after  his  family,  and  they  went  back  with  him  and 
established  themselves  in  the  house.  This  was  in 
the  month  of  June,  and  in  the  fall  of  1 847  he  erected 
the  first  storehouse  ever  established  in  Lisbon. 

The  following  spring  he  put  in  a  stock  of  goods, 
consisting  of  general  merchandise,  and  made  the  first 
sales  of  the  kind  in  the  infant  town.  His  talents, 
energy  and  enterprise,  at  once  received  due  recog¬ 
nition,  and  he  was  naturally  selected  as  a  leader  in 
the  cemmunity.  As  the  little  town  began  to  as¬ 
sume  proportions  of  dignity,  the  necessity  for  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  became  apparent,  and  there 
was  no  one  so  well  fitted  for  the  position  as  Mr. 
Kurtz.  He  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  position, 
and  was  the  same  year  appointed  Notary  Public 
by  Gov.  Hempstead,  which  position  he  has  held 
continuously  since  that  time.  In  August,  1856,  he 
was  elected  to  the  Sixth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa. 

In  the  meantime  he  had  laid  out  the  village  of  Lis¬ 
bon,  assisted  by  Michael  Hoover  and  John  Eby.  In 
1853  he  erected  a  flouring-mill  in  Cedar  County, 
four  miles  from  Lisbon,  which  is  still  in  operation 
and  doing  a  good  business.  In  1865  he  built  the 
Golden  Sheaf  Mill  in  Franklin  Township,  and  re¬ 
modeled  and  put  in  a  water-wheel.  He  owned  and 
operated  these  mills  nearly  twenty  years.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  still  engaged  in  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits,  and  fulfilling  all  the  duties  of  an  extraordina¬ 
rily  busy  life.  The  machinery  of  his  mills  was 
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procured  in  Illinois,  and  hauled  by  teams  from 
there,  as  there  was  then  no  other  mode  of  transport¬ 
ation. 

After  many  years  of  unremitting  business  cares, 
during  which  he  had  been  rewarded  with  remark¬ 
able  success,  Mr.  Kurtz,  in  1880,  retired  from  trade 
and  active  business,  simply  attending  to  the  duties 
of  his  office  as  Notary.  Upon  the  completion  of 
the  first  railroad  to  Lisbon,  he  was  the  first  man  to 
erect  a  warehouse  for  the  storing  of  grain  and 
dressed  meats,  which  business  he  carried  on  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  a  number  of  years.  Since  the  incor¬ 
poration  of  Lisbon  as  a  city,  Mr.  Kurtz  has  served 
as  Mayor  and  as  member  of  the  City  Council  for 
several  terms.  The  first  post-office  was  located  in 
his  store  building,  mail  accommodations  having 
been  secured  here  at  an  early  day  through  his  earn¬ 
est  and  persevering  efforts. 

The  marriage  of  John  E.  Kurtz  and  Miss  Esther 
Hershey  was  celebrated  Nov.  9,  1838.  Mrs.  Kurtz 
was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Yordy)  Her- 
3  shey.  She  was  born  in  June,  1815,  and  was  a 
worthy  helpmeet  to  so  enterprising  a  man  as  her 
husband.  The  only  brother  of  Mrs.  K.,  Abraham 
|  3  Hershey,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  and  sacrificed 
jj  :  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The  wife 
and  mother  departed  this  life  in  February,  1876. 
household  included  nine  children,  seven  of 
still  living.  The  record  is  as  follows : 
J-  :  Christian  is  Recorder  of  Linn  County,  and  is  serv- 
L  -  ing  his  fourth  term ;  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  J.  Rin¬ 
ger,  Postmaster  of  Lisbon;  Henry  C.  is  engaged  in 
:  mercantile  pursuits  in  Lisbon,  in  company  with  S. 

}  B  A. ;  Abraham  E.  lives  in  Cedar  Rapids,  also  David 
]  H. ;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Hahn,  and  lives 
in  Mt.  Vernon;  Samuel  is  in  trade  in  Lisbon;  John, 

}  :  the  second  child,  died  when  twenty-one  3rears  of 
age ;  Mary,  next  to  the  youngest,  died  at  the  age  of 
*  :  six  years. 

In  September,  1877,  Mr.  Kurtz  contracted  a  sec- 
:  ond  marriage,  with  Miss  Clarrisa  Taft,  a  native  of 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  reared  in  New  York 
State.  Mr.  K.  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  Mrs.  K.,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Political^  Mr.  Kurtz  was  a  Whig,  but 
when  the  old  party  was  disorganized  and  the  Re- 
1D 
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publican  party  came  into  existence,  he  heartily  en¬ 
dorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter,  and  has  stood 
by  them  since  that  time.  He  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  party  in  this  section,  and  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Republican 
ticket  in  1856,  and  attended  the  convention  in  Chi¬ 
cago  in  1860,  that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  connection  with  the  business  transactions  of  a 
remarkably  energetic  and  industrious  life,  Mr. 
Kurtz  has  given  due  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  mind  and  the  gratification  of  naturally  fine 
tastes.  He  is  a  keen  observer  of  human  nature,  is 
well  read  and  well  informed,  and  has  made  good 
use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  him.  He  has 
traveled  over  a  large  portion  of  the  United  States, 
and  attended  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  1876,  at  the  same  time  revisiting  the 
scenes  of  his  birthplace  and  his  early  life.  His 
experience  has  been  a  rich  and  varied  one,  and  his 
life  eminently  useful  and  full  of  generous  deeds. 
He  has  most  truly  lived  in  a  great  measure  for 
others,  because  he  has  contributed  so  much  to  the 
advancement  of  his  county  and  community.  It  will 
be  a  difficult  matter  to  fill  the  place  which  he  has  so 
creditably  occupied  when  the  time  comes  that  he 
shall  be  gathered  to  his  fathers.  To  such  men  as 
John  E.  Kurtz  is  the  State  of  Iowa  indebted  for  the 
present  proud  position  which  it  occupies  among  the 
younger  States  of  the  Union. 


LIJAH  W.  LAKE,  M.  D.,  practicing  physi¬ 
cian  at  Marion,  Avas  born  in  Brookfield 
Township,  Trumbull  Co.,  Ohio,  May  2,  1809, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child  born 
in  that  township.  He  is  the  son  of  Constant  and 
Sarah  (Vaughn)  Lake.  He  received  a  primary 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  supplemented 
the  same  by  an  academical  course.  He  then  stud¬ 
ied  medicine  with  Dr.  Daniel  J.  Sweeny,  a  well- 
known  physician  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.  He  continued 
his  medical  studies  under  Dr.  Sweeny  for  three 
years,  when  he  took  a  regular  course  in  the  Ohio 
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Medical  College,  and  graduated  from  the  Ohio 
State  Medical  Society,  Second  Medical  District  of 
Cincinnati,  in  1833. 

After  graduating,  I)r.  Lake  immediately  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Loudonville, 
Ashland  Co.,  Ohio.  He  continued  with  no  small 
degree  of  success  at  that  place  until  1838,  when  he 
went  to  Mansfield  and  was  there  appointed  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  This  position  he  held 
for  some  seven  years,  and  then  resumed  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine  in  that  city. 

In  1853  Dr.  Lake  came  to  this  State,  and  locat¬ 
ing  at  Iowa  City,  practiced  medicine  there  until 
1860.  He  then  came  to  Marion,  where  he  again 
entered  actively  upon  the  duties  appertaining  to 
his  profession,  and  has  lived  here  continuously 
since,  engaged  in  his  practice.  While  a  resident  of 
Iowa  City,  Dr.  Lake  was  appointed  Registrar  of  the 
United  States  Land  Office,  in  1855,  which  position  he 
held  until  the  removal  of  the  office  farther  west. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Board  of  Examining  Surgeons  for  Pensions  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  in  August,  1885,  and  filled  that  posi¬ 
tion  with  skill  and  ability. 

Dr.  Lake  was  married  at  Hayesville,  Ashland 
Co.,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Cox,  in  1830.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Cox,  of  that  county,  and  bore 
our  subject  two  children :  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Dan¬ 
iel  Cliliis,  a  resident  of  Iowa  City,  and  Mary  A.  is 
the  widow  of  Jasper  Rice,  also  of  that  city.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  1834.  The  Doctor  was 
again  married,  in  1836,  Miss  Susan  D.  Caruthers, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Caruthers,  being  the  other  con¬ 
tracting  party,  and  the  nuptials  having  been  per¬ 
formed  in  Mansfield,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Lake  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject 
six  children  have  been  born,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters:  John  E.  was  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
6th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  departed  this  life  in  1865, 
is  death  being  caused  by  disease  contracted  while 
n  the  army ;  Constant  L.  married  Elizabeth  Shep- 
'Uherd  and  is  now  United  States  Pension  Agent,  at 
Des  Moines.  He  enlisted  in  the  three-months’  serv¬ 
ice,  and  was  Brigade  Adjutant  during  the  late  Civil 
War;  Joseph  married  Mary  E.  Ives,  and  is  Deputy 
Postmaster  at  Marion;  he  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war.  Susan  L.  is  the  wife  of  M.  L.  Elliott,  a 


KSESHiE 


merchant  at  Marion ;  George  W. 

Dycus;  Rhoda  E.  is  the  wife  of  James  DuMont,  a 
resident  of  Marion. 

Dr.  Lake  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  of  the  old 
Jacksonian  school.  He  voted  twice  for  Andrew 
Jackson  and  has  continued  to  vote  for  the  success 
of  the  Democratic  party  ever  since.  From  1830  to 
1840,  while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  he  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  militia  service  of  that  State. 
He  held  a  Captain’s  commission  and  was  Regi¬ 
mental  Surgeon  and  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Dr.  Lake 
has  met  with  that  success  in  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  which  close  application  to  study  and  jrears 
of  practice,  coupled  with  good  judgment,  are  al¬ 
ways  sure  to  bring. 
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SA  T.  CROSBY.  The  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  is  a  representative  and  honored 
citizen  of  Maine  Township.  He  first  saw 
the  light  on  the  rugged  New  England 
coast,  being  born  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  Penobs¬ 
cot  Co.,  Me.,  Feb.  16,  1834.  His  father,  Manson 
Crosby,  was  born  at  Waterville,  Me.,  and  his  great¬ 
grandfather,  Robert  Crosby,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  War,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
during  the  French  and  Indians  Wars,  followed  the 
fleeing  Indians  to  Maine.  He  liked  the  looks  of  the 
country,  and  after  the  Indian  troubles  were  over, 
concluded  to  settle  there.  He  located  at  Winslow. 
In  1778  he  removed  to  Norridgewock  or  old  Indian 
Point,  Somerset  County,  where  the  Indians  had  a 
small  clearing.  He  had  received  a  tract  of  320  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  he  established  a  homestead 
and  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Asa  T.  Crosby,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Winslow  and  removed  to 
Norridgewock  in  1778.  He  was  a  miller  and  mill¬ 
wright  by  trade  and  built  the  first  mill  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country.  He  procured  the  irons  from 
the  ruins  of  a  vessel  burned  on  Penobscot  Bay  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  subsequently  es¬ 
tablished  a  mill  in  Brunswick,  the  operation  of 
which  he  directed  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  industry  and  energy  and  was  always 


hi: 


mmnmnmmin 


IIIIIIHJIJ11 

Hliri  Lhrr* 


_  ETOFPQ 

UiCiuixI  ^  mum 


ITi  llTlT  ^TfTTTTttil  rtn 1 1  X  I 

tHEEHSa 


4  .Trrrrr  .r'/’-O  I 
i]  •  1X1  YJ  l 

U‘’ 


iHsid  1 

L  .  H 

m 


1:S 


US 


li 

II 

1::S 


devising  some  means  by  which  to  benefit  the  town 
or  county  of  his  residence. 

Manson  Crosby,  the  father  of  Our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  and  lumberman.  He  worked  upon  his  farm 
during  the  summer  season  and  was  engaged  in  lum¬ 
bering  the  balance  of  the  year.  In  1855  he  re¬ 
solved  to  change  the  scene  of  his  operations,  and 
accordingly  emigrated  to  Iowa.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Marion  Township  and  remained 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  14, 1871. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Sabra  Getchell,  a  native  of 
.Sidney,  Me.,  and  the  daughter  of  'William  and  Olive 
(Pierce)  Getchell,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  She 
became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Sept.  4,  1864. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  ninth  child  of 
his  parents’  family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  reached  a  fair  education  in  the  public 
schools.  In  the  meantime  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  shipped  as  a  sailor  before  the  mast  on  a  mer¬ 
chant  vessel,  the  “Esmerelda,”  and  in  the  short 
space  of  eighteen  months  became  the  First  Mate  of 
the  vessel.  He  followed  the  sea  for  three  jears, 
and  during  that  time  visited  Quebec,  Mobile,  Bos¬ 
ton,  New  Orleans,  Liverpool,  and  Havre  de  Grace. 
After  these  years  of  seafaring  life  his  friends  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him  to  quit  the  ocean.  His  rovings, 
however,  were  not  ended,  and  he  determined  upon 
a  visit  to  the  western  country.  He  crossed  the 
Middle  States  by  the  common  mode  of  travel  at  that 
day,  and  was  ferried  over  the  Father  of  "Waters,  land¬ 
ing  in  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1855.  He  located  for  a 
short  time  in  Marion,  and  then  resolved  to  go  to 
California  via  the  Isthmus.  He  there  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  mining  combined  for  the  space  of  six 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Linn  County  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
There  was  a  small  frame  house  upon  it  and  about 
sixty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  now  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  260  acres,  all  improved  and  inclosed  with 
fences.  He  has  planted  a  variety  of  shade  trees 
and  erected  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  has 
thus  contributed  a  generous  share  toward  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  township. 

The  marriage  of  Asa  T.  Crosby  and  Miss  Alice 
G.  Jennison  was  celebrated  March  28,  1864.  Mrs. 
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Crosby  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  Nov.  17,  1844 
and  the  union  of  herself  and  husband  has  bee 
blest  by  the  advent  of  five  children — Blanche 
Asa  H.,  George  M.,  Adeline  L.  and  Ellen  A 
Blanche  is  the  wife  of  George  G.  Jordan,  and  the 
are  residents  of  Central  City. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Crosby,  George  H.  Jennison,}  _J?Z 
was  a  native  of  Windsor,  Vt.,  his  birth  occurring 
Dec.  15,  1819.  He  removed  from  the  Green 
Mountain  State  to  Ohio,  and  thence  in  1844  to  the 
Territoiy  of  Iowa,  settling  in  Fairfield,  which  was 
then  an  unpretentious  hamlet.  He  was  religiously 
inclined,  and  became  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Conference.  In  1852  he  was  stationed  at 
Marion,  afterward  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  later  was 
transferred  to  the  Minnesota  Conference  and  became 
one  of  the  first  preachers  in  that  region.  He  only  re¬ 
mained  there  a  few  months,  however,  then  returned 
and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Register  office  at 
Marion,  giving  the  paper  the  name  of  Linn  County 
Register.  He  was  only  connected  with  the  paper 
for  a  few  years  and  was  sent  to  Anamosa  to  preach. 

His  health  then  began  to  fail,  and  in  a  short  time 
he  returned  to  Marion  and  soon  passed  from  earth. 

Asa  T.  Crosby,  politically,  is  a  reliable  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  firm  in  his  convictions  of  right  and 
courageous  in  the  expression  of  his  views.  He  is  a 
man  of  influence  in  his  community  and  a  citizen 
whose  standing  is  second  to  none  in  the  county. 

Mrs.  Crosby  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church. 


J.  WALTER,  D.  D.  S.,  is  the  oldest  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  one  of  the  most  skillful  in  the 
Hawkeye  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  -was  born  Nov.  30,  1828.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Lena  (Davidson)  Walter,  natives 
of  Springfield,  N.  Y.  The  father  was  a  jeweler  by 
trade  and  pursued  this  occupation  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1879.  The  faithful  wife  and 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1861.  Their  family 
included  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Alter  the  death  of  the  youngest  children, 
the  family  was  not  again  visited  by  the  grim  De- 
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Stroyer  for  the  space  of  over  fifty  years, 
that  time  two  more  have  died.  The  seven  living 
are,  Lorenzo  1).,  residing  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
engaged  in  dentistry;  Peter  1).,  a  jeweler  of  Lock- 
port;  Jesse  S.,  a  dentist  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  Elinor 
F.,  Mrs.  Congdon,  resides  in  St.  Lawrence,  N.  Y. ; 
Charles  C.,  a  jeweler  of  Richmond,  Va. ;  Lawrence 
J.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  Horace  C.,  a  jew¬ 


eler  of  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y, 
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The  subject  of  this  history  attended  school  and 
worked  on  a  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  His 
winters  subsequently  were  employed  at  the  jewelry 
trade  with  his  father.  1  Ie  then  practiced  for  about 
three  years  as  an  architect  and  designer,  at  the  same 
time  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine,  lie  finally 
entered  Albany  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
subsequently  graduated,  and  became  associated 
with  Dr.  White  of  Cherry  Valley,  with  whom  he 
remained  two  years,  and  under  whose  instruction 
he  received  valuable  aid  in  his  study  and  practice. 
At  this  time  his  health  began  to  fail  and  he  aban¬ 
doned  his  profession  and  returned  to  the  jewelry 
business,  locating  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
remained  there  three  years.  Thence  he  went  to 
Lockport  and  was  employed  at  dentistry  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years.  He  afterward  took  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Sur¬ 
gery,  from  which  he  graduated,  thereafter  coming 
to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  engaged  for  two  years  in 
his  chosen  calling,  and  in  1871  crossed  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has 
since  remained. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Walter  and  Miss  Martha  M. 
Holt  was  celebrated  in  1852.  Mrs.  Walter  was 
born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Gen.  Walter  Holt.  She  died  in  1853.  Dr. 
Walter  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Miss  Delilah 
Wilson,  daughter  of  Calvin  Wilson,  of  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.  Of  this  union  have  been  born  five 
children,  two  only  of  whom  are  living — Carrie  M., 
Mrs.  Shearer,  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Kittie 
D.,  at  home. 

Dr.  Walter  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  32d 
degree  Mason.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Honor 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  and  his  family  are  con¬ 
nected  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  They 


occupy  a  fine  residence  on  First  avenue.  Dr.  Wal¬ 
ter  has  built  up  a  large  and  successful  practice, and  H 
is  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

- v- 


SjOTTLIFL  WFIS  is  a  worthy  citizen  of  Rap¬ 
ids  Township  and  a  successful  farmer,  where 
he  owns  eighty  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land  on  section  1 4.  This  tract  constitutes  his  home¬ 
stead.  By  recent  survey  he  finds  himself  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  120  valuable  acres  within  the  city  limits. 
Most  of  this  is  improved,  and  there  is  a  stand  of 
fine  timber  and  some  beautiful  groves. 

Mr.  Weis  comes  from  the  German  Fatherland, 
that  proud  old  Empire  which  has  contributed  to  the 
United  States  so  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  this 
country.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Sept.  3,  1822. 
He  remained  in  his  native  land  during  his  younger 
years,  under  the  parental  roof.  He  was  the  oldest 
of  eleven  children  by  the  second  wife  of  his  father. 
By  his  first  wife,  the  elder  Weis  became  the  parent 
of  four  children.  The  death  of  the  father  occurred 
two  years  before  the  marriage  of  his  son,  Gottlieb, 
and  this  latter  event  was  celebrated  Feb.  3,  1847, 
when  our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife  whose 
maiden  name  was  Libhie  Baumgartel.  This  lady 
was  a  native  of  Prussia,  born  July  1,  1818.  She 
remained  with  her  parents  until  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weis  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  one  of  whom,  Herman,  is  deceased ; 
Muriel  married  Julius  Market,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  grocery  trade  at  Cedar  Rapids ;  Betty  is  the 
wife  of  John  O’Slacker;  they  are  farmers  and  reside 
in  Kane  County,  Ill. ;  Edward,  Henry  and  Lewis 
are  at  home. 

Mr.  Weis  came  to  the  United  States  in  1862. 
After  reaching  American  shores  he  proceeded  West, 
locating  in  Iowa  on  the  farm  which  constitutes  his 
present  homestead.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of 
forty  acres,  to  which  he  subsequently  added,  and 
he  now  has  a  large  area  of  finely  improved  and  very 
valuable  farm  land.  He  has  given  considerable  at¬ 


tention  to  stock-raising  and  has  been  successful 


his  undertakings.  He  has  been 


a  good 


m 

citizen  of 


the  community  which  he  has  assisted  in  building  up  "  7 
and  placing  in  its  present  position.  He  may  be 


pardoned  for  reviewing  the  labor  of  his  hands  with 
pride  and  satisfaction.  The  wife  of  our  subject 
died  at  their  residence,  July  10,  1886. 

Mr.  W.  and  his  family  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
His  sons  are  all  Republicans. 

ENRY  CLAY  KURTZ,  an  esteemed  citizen 
of  Lisbon  and  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
H.  C.  A  S.  A.  Kurtz,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  born  in  Marietta,  Lancaster  County, 
Aim-  1,  1844.  He  is  the  fourth  child  and  third 
son  of  John  E.  and  Esther  (Hershey)  Kurtz  (see 
sketch).  When  a  child  of  three  years  he  came  to 
Linn  County  with  his  parents,  and  thus  is  fully  en¬ 
titled  to  be  classed  with  the  early  settlers  of  the 
Hawkeye  State.  He  remained  with  his  parents,  and 
o-rew  to  manhood  in  the  village  of  Lisbon,  receiv- 
ing  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  be  entered  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege,  and  was  a  student  there  when  the  call  came 
for  troops  to  defend  an  imperilled  Union.  He  de¬ 
termined  to  become  a  soldier  and  enlisted  Aug.  7, 
1862,  in  Co.  F,  24th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served 
from  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  en¬ 
gaged  with  his  regiment  in  the  seige  and  capture  of 
Vicksburg,  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills,  was  •  at 
Raymond  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  during  engagements 
there,  and  with  Banks  in  the  Red  River  expedition. 
He  was  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  the  battle 
of  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  and  with 
Sherman’s  army  at  Goldsboro.  About  the  time  of 
•Johnson’s  surrender  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Au¬ 
gusta,  Ga.,  where,  with  his  comrades,  he  did  gallant 
duty  until  his  discharge  in  August,  1865,  when  he 
returned  home. 

After  the  termination  of  his  military  service,  Mr. 
Kurtz  resumed  the  studies  which  had  been  inter¬ 
rupted  by  his  enlistment  as  a  soldier.  He  again  en¬ 
tered  Cornell  College  and  remained  there  until  the 
spring  of  1868,  when  he  became  interested  in  the 
lumber  business  for  a  year  and  then,  in  partnership 
with  G.  W.  Signs,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
until  1870.  He  then  engaged  in  the  buying  and 


shipping  of  grain  and  stock  two  years,  and  then  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  clerk  for  his  father  until  1876,  and  con- 

O  O  ,_!  _J~C 

tinned  with  him  for  the  following  three  years,  when 

the  present  firm  was  formed. 

Henry  C.  Kurtz  was  married,  June  16,  1868,  t 

Miss  Hannah  G.  Harper,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  Jj 

daughter  of  Nathan  and  Jane  B.  Harper,  both  na- 
&  .  .  .  (&.- 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  Of  this  union  were  born 

eight  children — Alma,  Willie,  Ray,  Edwin,  Byard, 

Ruth,  Harry  and  Zoe.  In  politics  Mr.  Kurtz  uni¬ 
formly  casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party. 

He  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising  citizen,  and  an 
important  factor  in  the  business  community, 
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TIS  H.  EARLL  is  station  agent  at  Marion 
for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail¬ 
road,  and  fulfills  the  duties  of  his  position 
with  great  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  He  is  alert  and  active,  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  has  the  confidence  of 
the  great  corporation  of  which  he  is  the  agent  and 
employe. 

Mr.  Earll  is  a  native  of  Syracuse,  N.  lr.,  and  was 
born  Oct.  23,  1833.  His  parents  were  David  S. 
and  Caroline  E.  Earll,  and  he  remained  with  them 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  receiving  a 
fair  education  and  enjoying  all  the  advantages 
which  well-to-do  parents  could  bestow  upon  a 
favorite  son. 

In  1852  all  eyes  were  turning  to  the  West,  and 
Mr.  Earll  was  drawn  into  the  tide  of  emigration. 
His  first  stopping-place  was  Chicago,  at  which  city 
he  arrived  and  entered  into  the  service  of  the  old 
Galena  &  Chicago  Railroad,  now  a  division  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern.  He  commenced  as  yard- 
master,  was  soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  sta¬ 
tion  agent,  and  continued  in  the  service  of  this 
company  about  four  years,  gaining  an  insight  into 
railway  matters  which  proved  of  great  value  to 
him  subsequently.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service  with  the  aforesaid  company,  he  engaged 
as  yardmaster  with  the  Illinois  Central.  He  was 
again  stationed  at  Chicago,  and  was  subsequently 
again  promoted  to  a  conductor’s  position,  his  route 
leading  him  over  the  Southern  Division  of  that 
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road,  from  Central i;i  to  Cairo.  lie  remained  in 
the  employ  of  this  company  until  1865,  then,  de¬ 
siring  a  new  field  of  operation,  entered  the  service 
of  the  Michigan  Southern,  running  a  train  between 
Toledo  and  Elkhart  until  1868. 

Mr.  Earll  was  now  seized  with  a  desire  to  behold 
more  of  the  country  lying  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
lie  terminated  his  engagement  with  the  Michigan 
Southern,  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  continued 
on  in  a  westerly  direction  to  Nebraska,  and  arriv¬ 


ing  at  Omaha,  engaged  as  conductor  witli  the 


Union  Pacific.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of  this 
company  tor  sixteen  years,  serving  in  various  ca¬ 
pacities.  lie  was  yardinaster  at  Omaha,  Superin¬ 
tendent  ot  the  1\  estern  Division,  between  Green 
River  and  Ogden,  six  or  seven  years,  and  later  was 
running  a  passenger  train  out  of  Omaha.  He  dis¬ 
solved  his  connection  with  the  Union  Pacific  in  1882 
to  accept  the  position  of  trainmaster  and  general 
roadmaster  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Rail¬ 
road.  between  Denison  and  Taylor,  in  Texas.  lie 
was  thus  occupied  for  the  next  two  years,  and  was 
then  employed  as  passenger  conductor  on  the  Ot¬ 
tumwa  Division  of  the  Chicago  &  St.  Paul  Railroad. 
Owing  to  an  injury  received  from  a  fall  from  his 
train  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  railroading,  and 
on  July  15,  1886,  he  accepted  his  present  position 
at  Marion. 

Mr.  Earll  was  married  at  Oak  Park,  Ill.,  now  a 
beautiful  suburb  of  Chicago,  Sept.  7,  1858,  to  Miss 
Sarah  C.  Dewey.  Mrs.  Earll  was  born,  in  New 
1  ork,  and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  one  child 
has  been  born,  Harry,  now  aged  twenty-four  years. 
Ihis  promising  young  man  seems  to  have  inherited 
the  peculiar  talent  of  his  father,  and  is  already  oc¬ 
cupying  the  responsible  position  of  conductor  on 
the  Ottumwa  Division  of  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R. 

Otis  II.  Earll  has  now  been  engaged  in  active 
railroad  service  for  thirty-four  years,  during  which 
time,  as  the  record  shows,  he  has  been  employed 
in  almost  every  branch  of  the  service,  and  his  long 
record  is  ample  proof  that  he  has  filled  his  position, 
whatever  it  might  be,  with  credit  and  fidelity.  He 
has  been  careful  and  watchful,  so  much  so  that 
these  qualities  have  become  a  second  nature  to 
him.  He  has  escaped  from  serious  accidents  to 
himself  and  others  while  he  had  charge  of  great 


interests  and  valuable  lives.  Perhaps  in  no  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  world  is  the  exercise  of  care  and  watch-  E 
fulness  so  important  as  in  the  passenger  railway! 


sei  vice,  and  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to 


man  who,  like  Mr.  Earll,  has  made  for  himself  such 


an  unblemished  record  in  the  annals  of  railroad 


history. 


P  i 

A.  OIILER  is  one  of  the  old  residents  off  i 


Cedar  Rapids  who  came  here  at  an  early  j 


day,  and  who  has  been  identified  not  only 
with  the  growth  and  development  of  that  city,  but|P 
of  the  entire  county,  and  has  done  his  share  toward  5  i 

-  •  -  -  <■:  l 


bringing  it  to  the  high  state  of  advancement  it  oc¬ 


cupies  in  comparison  with  other  counties  of  the 
State.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  undertak¬ 
ing  and  furniture  business  at  Cedar  Rapids. 

G.  A.  Older  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Jan.  25, 
1822,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Maryland.  He 
is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Lynn)  Older,  ^ 
natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
The  parents  lived  most  of  their  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  where  they  both  died. 
They  had  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living  \ 
at  this  writing:  Catharine  married  William  Most,  1 } 
and  they  are  living  in  Frederick  County,  Md. ;  Eliz 


abeth  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Houck,  and  they  || 


are  also  living 


in  that  county;  Levi  resides  in 
Zanesville,  Ohio;  George  A.  is  living  in  Cedar 


Rapids;  Almira  became  Mrs.  Hiram  Beal,  and  they  p 


reside  in  this  county;  Frederick  lives  in  Frederick 


County,  Md.  The  father  and  mother  were  true 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

He  held  many  township  offices,  and  was  always ;  T 
found  aiding  and  assisting  all  enterprises  that  were  p  [ 
calculated  for  the  good  of  the  community  in  which  5  [ 


he  lived,  and  was  universally  loved  and  respected  ^ 


by  all  who  knew  him. 

I  he  subject  of  this  notice  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  assisted  in  the  labors  _ 
on  the  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common  3 
schools.  In  1853  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and - 
engaged  in  the  present  business.  In  1860  he  em¬ 
barked  in  manufacturing,  and  was  thus  indus¬ 
triously  occupied  until  1870,  employing  about 
twenty  men.  He  has  four  men  working  for  him 
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now,  and  ships  his  goods  throughout  the  vState,  and, 
by  his  constant  attention  to  business,  has  established 
a  good  and  increasing  trade.  His  place  of  business 
is  at  No.  17  First  street,  and  his  residence  at  No. 
48  Sixth  avenue. 

Mr.  Ohler  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Isabella 
Lynn,  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  Md.,  and  to 
their  union  has  been  born  one  child,  Frank,  who 
married  Miss  Demont,  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Isabel.  Frank  Ohler  is  engaged  in  the  fruit  busi¬ 
ness  on  First  street,  Cedar  Rapids.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a  Democrat.  Religiously,  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


a  good  financier 


fti  OSEPH  S.  BUTLER.  As 

and  a  representative  of  the  business  class  of 
Spring ville,  as  well  as  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Linn  Countj^,  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  are  enabled  to  give  a  few  facts  connected 
with  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  notice,  as  well  as  a  short  biography  of  his  par¬ 
ents.  They  were  Isaac  and  Clarissa  (Sergeant) 
Butler,  natives  of  Virginia  and  New  Jerse}’  respect¬ 
ively.  They  were  married  and  shortly  afterward 
settled  in  Chillicothe,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  removing 
thence  to  Wilkesville,  Vinton  County,  that  State. 
From  the  latter  county,  in  1831,  thej^  emigrated  to 
Michigan,  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  settled 
in  what  is  now  Cass  County.  There  they  lived  for 
about  four  years,  during  which  time  Isaac  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  While  a  resident  of  that  county, 
the  father  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Blackhawk 
War,  and  was  commissioned  Major,  and  during  the 
war  promoted  Colonel,  and  served  during  the  entire 
conflict.  While  stationed  at  Chicago  he  received 
knowledge  of  the  rich  and  productive  'Western 
lands,  and  after  returning  home,  in  1835,  with  his 
family  he  removed  to  Racine,  Wis. 

On  moving  to  Racine  the  father  of  our  subject 
erected  the  first  store  that  was  ever  built  in  that 
city,  and  at  once  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
He  continued  in  that  line  of  business  there  until 
1840,  when  he  sold  out  his  business,  and  in  Febru¬ 
ary  of  that  year,  moved  to  this  county  and  located 


on  the  identical  tract  of  land  on  which  the  thriving 

little  village  of  Springville  is  now  built.  He  enteredHS^Ayi 

1  ?  —  '  U| 

some  400  acres  of  land,  and  settling  upon  it  began 
its  improvement,  with  the  determination  of  making 
it  a  rich  and  productive  farm,  and  a  permanent 
home  for  himself  and  family.  He  followed  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  kept  a  small  hotel  and  ston 
on  his  farm,  and  was  also  Postmaster,  the  post- 
office  being  located  on  his  place,  and  it  being  the 
third  or  fourth  office  established  in  the  county. 
Continuing  to  reside  there  until  1854,  he  disposed 
of  his  real  and  personal  property  and  moved  to 
Montour,  Tama  Count}’,  this  State,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  tract  of  land,  amounting  to  some  ^ 
1,700  acres,  and  also  engaged  in  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits.  In  1800  he  sold  out  his  mercantile  business 
and  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  a  retired  life  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  his  well-earned  competence  until  his  demise, 
which  took  place  Feb.  20,  1868. 

After  the  death  of  Isaac  Butler  his  widow  moved 
to  Missouri,  where  she  lived  with  her  son,  Abel  M. 

S.  Butler,  until  her  demise,  which  took  place  in 
October,  1878.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  the 
parents,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  were  named 
Sarah,  Abel  M.  S.,  Joseph  S.,  Jane,  Caroline,  Phillip, 
David,  William,  Ozias,  Susan,  Amanda  and  Mary. 

Sarah  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being 
George  H.  Robinson,  and  after  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1847,  she  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Starry, 
with  whom  she  lived,  in  Brown  Township,  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1871;  Abel 
M.  S.  married  Susan  Stratton,  and  they  are  living- 
in  Berlin,  Gentry  Co.,  Mo. ;  Joseph  Sv  next  in  or¬ 
der  of  birth,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Jane  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Berryhill,  and  lived  in  Mis¬ 
souri  until  her  death,  which  took  place  July  4, 

1870;  Caroline  was  united  in  marriage  with  Robin¬ 
son  Conwell,  and  they  are  living  in  this  county; 
Phillip  was  married  to  Emma  Harrison,  in  1860, 
and  they  reside  at  Montour,  Iowa;  David  is  also 
living  in  the  same  city;  William  is  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  in  Nebraska;  Ozias  is  married,  and 
is  a  citizen  of  Montour;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Gid¬ 
eon  Cronk,  and  they  are  living  in  Montour; 
Amanda  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Griffith,  and 
their  residence  is  in  Denver,  Col. ;  Mary  and  John 
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Haywood  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
and  they  are  living  in  Montour. 

l'he  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
in  Chillicothe,  Ross  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  29,  1821.  lie 
was  but  ten  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  lie 
went  with  them  to  Racine,  Wis.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  our  subject  was  but  a  youth  when  his 
parents  removed  to  the  wilds  of  an  undeveloped 
territory,  and,  there  being  only  limited  educational 
advantages  afforded,  of  course  the  early  training  of 
Joseph  S.  was  also  necessarily  limited.  He  was  about 


n 


twenty  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  this  county,  and  his  time  was  chiefly  spent  on 
the  farm  until  he  attained  the  age  of  manhood.  He 
then  set  forth  to  light  the  battle  of  life  single- 
handed  and  alone,  and,  embarking  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  was  thus  occupied  until  about  1850. 
During  that  year  he  went  to  Anamosa,  Jones  Co., 
Iowa,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George 
Dallison,  under  the  firm  name  of  Butler  A  Dallison, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills 
and  cultivators.  The  co-partnership  continued  to 
exist  until  1854,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject  moved  to  Brown  Township,  this  county,  and 
again  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
continued  in  this  vocation,,  together  with  buying 
and  selling  real  estate,  until  1802.  He  then  erected 
a  warehouse  at  Springville,  which  was  the  first  of 
its  kind  to  be  built  in  that  place,  and  began  hand¬ 
ling  stock,  dressed  hogs  and  grain,  and  was  quite  an 
extensive  shipper,  continuing  in  this  business,  to¬ 
gether  with  running  his  farm,  until  1870,  when  he 
retired  from  the  active  labor  of  life. 

Aug.  29,  1877,  while  our  subject  was  in  Cleve¬ 
land  attending  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Sir 

r  Knights,  he  met  with  a  serious  accident,  which 
caused  him  the  loss  of  his  left  leg  as  high  up  as  the 
1  knee.  Palace  cars  were  chartered  to  convey  the 


1 


1  company  of  several  ladies  and  gentlemen,  of  which 
"  he  was  one.  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Cleveland. 


was  one, 

lliejr  slept  in  the  cars,  and  while  going  to  breakfast 
one  morning  they  wjere  obliged  to  cross  a  switch 
-  on  which  stood  a  train  of  coal  cars.  In  the  attempt 


to  climb  over  one  of  these  cars,  Mr.  Butler  was 


caught  by  the  “  bumpers,”  which  caused  him  the 
loss  of  his  leg.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at 


Cleveland,  and  in  a  few  days  was  sent  to  his  home  jj 


at 


Springville,  where  his  leg  was  amputated. 


was  confined  to  his  home  until  May  of  the  follow-  B 
ing  year,  by  which  time  he  was  able,  with  the  aid  B 
of  a  crutch,  to  get  out.  Being  accustomed  to  an  jj 
active  business  life,  and  having  a  disposition  that 
was  not  content  to  be  idle,  he  emarked  in  the  bank¬ 
ing  business  at  Springville,  opening  the  Exchange 
Bank  of  that  place  in  November,  1878.  He  con-  [j 
tinned  in  the  business  alone  until  January,  188G, 
when  he  took  his  son,  Charles  F.,  as  a  partner,  and 
the  bank  is  now  carried  on  by  J.  S.  Butler  &  Son. 

In  August,  1882,  our  subject  started  The  New  t 
Era,  a  spicy  little  paper  published  at  that  place. 
He  is  the  owner  of  471  acres  of  land  in  Linn 
County,  the  major  portion  of  which  is  tillable.  He 
is  also  the  owner  of  valuable  property  in  Spring¬ 
ville,  among  which  is  five  store  buildings, 
he  is  a  member  of  Springville  Lodge  No.  139,  : 
A.  I .  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Patinos  Commandery  No. 


Socially 


27,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  of  Marion 
J.  S.  Butler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maria  Reneau,  July  4,  1854,  at  Springville.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  (Browning)  Re¬ 
neau,  natives  of  Knox  County  Tenn.,  and  South 
Carolina  respectively. 


After  marriage  they  settled 

H  -  L 


m  Tennessee,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Indiana, 


and  lived  there  until  1848,  when  they  moved  to 
this  county  and  located  in  Brown  Township.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  and  continued  to 
follow  his  calling  in  Brown  Township  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  Sept.  21,  1883.  His  good 
wife  had  long  preceded  him  to  the  home  beyond 
the  grave,  her  demise  taking  place  Oct.  2,  1853. 


The  father  was  a  strong  temperance  man,  and, 


although  a  member  of  no  church,  led  an  exemplary 


life,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors 
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and  friends.  Their  children  were  six  in  number 
William  T.,  Mary  J.,  Maria  L.,  David  N.,  Sarah  E. 
and  Meredith  N.  William  T.  was  married  to  Nancy 
Harkness,  and  they  are  living  in  Nebraska;  Mary 
J.  is  the  wife  of  James  M.  Oxley,  a  farmer  of 
Brown  Township;  Maria  L.  is  the  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject;  David  died  in  Brown  Township,  aged  nine¬ 
teen  years;  Sarah  E.  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Nathan  Paul,  and  she  is  living  with  her  two  chil¬ 
dren  in  Springville;  Meredith  N.  died  in  Brown 
Township,  aged  about  thirty-five  years. 
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Mrs.  Butler,  of  this  notice,  was  horn  in  Monroe 
County,  Inch,  Feb.  2,  1832.  She  was  sixteen  when 
her  parents  came  to  this  county,  and  has  made  this 
her  home  ever  since.  She  and  her  husband  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  Charles 
F.,  in  business  with  his  father,  survives.  The  de¬ 
ceased  children  were  Alva  J.,  who  died  Jan.  1, 
1875,  aged  nineteen  }Tears,  and  Lurman,  who  died 
July  22,  1863,  aged  three  months.  Charles  F.  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Clara  B.  Berger,  Dec.  25,  1882.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Margaret  Berger,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Springville.  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  Oct.  13,  1862.  They  have  one  child, 
Maggie  J. 

Mr.  Butler  in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  President  of  the  Linn  County  Ag¬ 
ricultural  Society  for  two  years;  besides  holding  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  six  years,  has  held 
other  minor  offices.  Together  with  Moses  Winans 
and  Hosea  White,  he  platted  the  town  of  Spring¬ 
ville,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  its  growth  and 
development  until  the  present  time.  He  is  one  of 
the  foremost  men  of  Linn  County,  and  is  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrity.  Lithographic 
portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  appear  in  this 
work. 

OHN  C.  MILLER,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Monroe  Township,  residing  on  section  8,  and 
a  representative  farmer  of  Linn  County, 
was  born  in  1821,  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.  He  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  East  Tennes¬ 
see  in  1843,  and  remained  there  three  years  and 
then  removed  to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  where  he  lived 
for  ten  years.  He  removed  to  Iowa  in  1856,  and 
purchased  220  acres  of  land,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  200  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
German  Baptist  Church,  and  has  occupied  the  pul¬ 
pit  for  twenty-four  years.  He  donated  one  and  a 
half  acres  of  ground  to  the  church.  Five  of  his 
children  are  also  members  of  the  same  church,  and 
he  and  his  wife  have  belonged  to  that  denomination 
for  the  last  forty-four  years. 

Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Mary  Ikanbury  Oct.  19, 


1841.  She  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1819,  and  they 
have  eight  children  living,  as  follows :  Jacob  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah,  daughter  of  Daniel  Albaugh;  Samuel 
L.  married  Mary  A.  Wagner;  Catharine  became 
the  wife  of  Amos  S.  Heefner;  Joseph  X.  married 
Miss  Maria  Myers;  Lydia  became  Mrs.  David { 
Heefner;  John  II.  married  Miss  Lanora  Donaldson 
she  died,  and  he  then  married  Miss  Annie  Forrest,  K 
and  he  now  lives  in  Kansas;  David  W.  married 
Miss  Jennie  Bluebaugh;  Franklin  E.  is  still  single. 

Mr.  Miller  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  twenty-four  years  has  fought 
under  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  laboring  for  the 
salvation  of  souls,  and  when  called  to  his  final  re¬ 
ward  hopes  to  receive  the  commendation,  “  Well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant.” 
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EVI  S.  WOOD,  mason,  contractor  and  build¬ 
er,  has  been  a  resident  of  Marion  for  the 
last  twenty -two  years,  and  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  erection  of  some  of  the  best  business 
houses  and  dwellings  in  the  city.  Mr.  Wood  is  a 
line  representative  of  that  important  branch  of  busi¬ 
ness  upon  which  the  shapeliness  of  a  cityr  depends. 
In  traveling  through,  a  country  and  noting  the 
character  of  the  work  in  the  building  up  of  such 
town,  the  intelligent  individual  will  involuntarily 
draw  his  own  conclusions  as  to  the  general  status 
of  the  community.  The  buildings  of  one  town  may 
be  unshapely  in  appearance,  while  of  another,  good 
taste  in  architecture  may  be  the  rule.  Thus,  it  will 
be  seen  that  very  much  depends  upon  those  who 
plan  and  those  who  build.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  has  been  one  of  those  whose  work  was  well 
done  and  who  was  possessed  of  a  natural  taste  and 
an  eye  to  S3rmmetry.  The  evidence  of  this  is  ob¬ 
servable  in  the  structures  that  have  gone  up  under 
his  eye  and  superintendence. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  was 
born  in  Swansea,  Bristol  County,  June  2,  1825. 
His  parents  were  Levi  and  Adelia  (Sanders)  Wood, 
and  he  served  his  apprenticeship  under  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  his  father,  who  was  a  master  mechanic  and 
a  man  of  great  skill  in  his  calling.  He  was  married 
at  Somerset,  Mass.,  in  the  winter  of  1850,  about 
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Christmas  time.  The  maiden  name  of  his  bride 
was  Amanda  Davis,  and  she  was  the  daughter  of 
David  Davis  of  Somerset.  Two  children  only  were 
born  of  this  union,  a  son  and  daughter:  Florence  E., 
the  son,  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years; 
Edna  is  married  and  living  at  Providence,  R.  I. 
Mr.  Wood  removed  to  Iroquois  County,  Ill.,  in 
1  SAG,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1858  in 
Massachusetts. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  Levi  S.  Wood  re¬ 
moved  farther  west,  and  in  due  time  contracted  a 
second  marriage  in  Marion,  with  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Smith,  widow  of  Jeremiah  Smith,  and  daughter  of 
Levi  Landon,  of  Bradfofd  County,  Pa.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  one  child,  Levi 
E.  Mrs.  Wood  by  a  former  marriage,  also  has  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Louise,  who  is  the  wife  of  Morti¬ 
mer  Crane,  of  Greenville,  Mich. 

Mr.  Wood  continued  the  prosecution  of  his  trade 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War.  He 
then  laid  aside  personal  interests  and  business  af¬ 
fairs  and  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 
Union.  In  September,  1861,  he  became  a  member 
of  Co.  C,  10th  Ill.  Vol.  Cav.,  serving  until  May, 
1863.  On  the  organization  of  the  company  he 
was  promoted  Second  Sergeant,  and  afterward  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  command  of  the  company  and  was 
also  Regimental  Commissary,  lie  remained  with 
his  regiment,  participated  in  many  skirmishes  and 
more  serious  engagements,  was  in  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  and  with  his  regiment  endured  the 
fatigues  of  marching  and  the  irksomeness  of  camp 
life,  and  made  a  good  record  as  a  faithful  and 
courageous  soldier,  receiving  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  May,  1863.  Three  brothers  beside  him¬ 
self  were  also  engaged  in  the  service  of  their  country 
at  the  same  time. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  service  Mr.  Wood 
resumed  his  former  occupation,  and  soon  afterward 
came  into  Iowa  for  permanent  settlement.  lie  es¬ 
tablished  himself  in  Marion  in  1864,  and  has  resided 
here  since  that  time.  He  identified  himself  from 
the  first  with  the  interests  of  the  community,  aid¬ 
ing  as  well  as  he  could  in  its  progress,  both  morally 
and  financially.  He  was  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  four  years,  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Committee  and  is  a  member  of  the 
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Greenback  State  Central  Committee.  Mrs.  Wood 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Socially 
Mr.  Wood  is  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  No.  18;  the  I.  O.  G.  T,  and  the  Knights  of 
Labor. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a  man  greatly  esteemed  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  possesses  force  of  character,  is  decided 
in  his  opinions,  and  fearless  in  the  expression  of 
that  which  he  believes  to  be  right.  He  is  one  of 
the  solid  citizens  of  the  community. 


ffiUDGE  J.  HAMILTON  PRESTON,  a  prom 
inent  member  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire : 
State,  having  been  born  at  Benton  City,’: 
July  9.  1 838.  His  younger  days  were  spent  mostly  jj 
in  school  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa;  then  he  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1858,  entered  the  Law  School 
in  that  city,  and  was  so  studious  and  capable  that 
lie  was  admitted  to  practice  the  following  year. 

He  then  entered  his  father’s  law  office  in  Marion,  as 
partner,  where  he  remained  eight  years.  His  next  re¬ 
move  was  to  Waterloo,  Black  Hawk  Co.,  Iowa,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  for  about  twelve  years. 

On  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  and  has  there  been  successfully  engaged  as  an 
attorney  and  counselor  since  that  time,  having  been 
elected  District  Attorney  in  1882.  At  the  last 
election  he  was  elected  District  Judge  of  Linn, 
Tama  and  Benton  Counties. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married,  Sept.  4, 
1860,  to  Miss  Adeline  L.  Wood,  a  native  of  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Levi  and  Adelia 
(Sanders)  Wood.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc-  j 
cupatiofti  and  departed  this  life  in  1849.  After  his 
decease  her  widowed  mother  came  to  Marion,  Iowa, 
and  there  survived  her  husband  fifteen  years,  dying 
in  1864.  She  had  become  the  mother  of  eight 
children. 

Judge  Preston  and  family  occupy  a  fine  residence 
at  No.  200  Second  avenue.  He  is  a  stock-holder 
in  the  Water-Works  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  with  his  ^ 
brother  has  an  interest  in  a  fine  farm  comprising 
320  acres,  six  miles  north  of  Marion.  Politically 
Judge  Preston  is  a  Democrat,  conscientiously  en- 
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dorsing  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  takes 
an  important  part  in  the  general  councils  of  her 
best  citizens  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
city. 
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TILLMAN  G.  LUND  is  a  passenger  con- 
ductor  of  the  Council  Bluffs  Division,  C. 
(w/Uj)  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  running  between  Marion 
and  Council  Bluffs  since  May,  1882.  He 
been  connected  with  railroading  irregularly 
since  1864,  and  has  had  a  rich  experience  and  been 
remarkably  successful  in  his  dangerous  and  peculiar 
occupation.  Mr.  Lund  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  8,  1842.  His  parents  were  Noah  H. 
and  Louisa  A.  (Gale)  Lund.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
He  was  educated  in  the  latter  State,  at  Ft.  Edward’s 
Institute  and  at  Burlington  Academy.  Upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in 
Co.  C,  91st  N.  Y.  Vol.  Inf.  He  served  several 
months  at  Key  West,  Florida,  and  there  contracted 
malarial  disease,  which  resulted  in  his  discharge 
from  the  army  in  1862,  on  account  of  disability. 
He  returned  to  New  York  State  and  engaged  in 
clerking  at  Saranac,  in  the  meantime  pursuing  his 
studies  as  opportunity  allowed. 

In  the  meantime  the  thoughts  of  Mr.  Lund  had 
long  been  upon  a  home  in  the  West,  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  in  1864  he  went  to  Milwaukee  in  connection 
with  the  mercantile  agencjr  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co. 
He  remained  thus  occupied  for  only  a  few  months, 
and  then  began  railroading  with  the  old  Milwaukee 
&  Prairie  du  Chien,  as  brakeman,  baggageman, 
freight  conductor  and  passenger  conductor.  He 
has  now  operated  for  ten  years  in  the  latter  capacity ; 
he  was  on  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  two  years, 
then  on  the  Winona  &  St.  Peter  Railroad  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  ten  years,  and  afterward  ran  between  Winona 
and  New  Ulm,  and  conducted  the  first  passenger 
train  which  entered  the  latter  place. 

At  this  time,  which  was  in  1875,  Mr.  Lund  con¬ 
cluded  to  abandon  the  road  and  settle  down  upon 
a  farm.  He  accordingly  selected  a  location  in 
Minnesota,  Dodge  County,  and  occupied  himself 
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for  one  year  as  an  agriculturist,  purchasing  land 
there,  of  which  he  has  since  retained  possession. 
After  this  year’s  experience,  he  practically  aban¬ 
doned  farming  to  engage  in  the  lumber  business, 
which  gradually  drifted  into  grain  and  brokerage. 
Six  years  was  thus  consumed,  and  then  he  went  to 
St.  Paul,  and  amid  old  associations,  the  temptation 
for  the  old  life  grew  too  strong  for  him,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  soon  found  himself  running  a  train 
of  cars  from  St.  Paul  to  St.  James.  He  was  thus 
occupied  until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Marion, 
which  has  since  been  his  home. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Clinton 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  Christmas  Day,  1867,  to  Miss 
Lois  A.,  daughter  of  Beverly  B.  Scripture.  Mrs. 
Lund  is  a  native  of  Black  Brook,  Clinton  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  b}r  her  union  with  Mr.  Lund  has  become 
the  mother  of  five  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
living:  Minnie  M.  died  in  infancy;  Eda  A.  passed 
from  earth  at  the  age  of  nine  years ;  Stillman  G. 
also  died  when  a  lad  of  nine  j'ears  old.  The  living 
are:  Aggie  L.,  who  is  now  a  little  maiden  of  seven 
years  old,  and  Harry  W.,  an  infant  of  eighteen 
months. 

Mr.  Lund  is  a  solid  Republican  in  politics.  He 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member 
of  A.  S.  R.  M.,  and  has  attained  to  the  32d  degree 
in  that  order.  Mrs.  Lund  is  a  natural  artist  of 
rare  merit,  and  their  home  is  adorned  with  many 
specimens  of  her  work  by  the  pencil  and  brush. 
She  is  an  amiable  and  accomplished  lady,  and  the 
home  is  a  pleasant  and  attractive  spot,  both  for  those 
who  possess  it  and  for  the  friends  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  by  whom  its  inmates  are  held  in  high  esteem. 
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RANCIS  J.  UPTON,  President  of  the  Star 
Wagon  Company,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Merrimack  County,  N.  H.,  and  was 
born  June  30,  1828.  He  is  a  son  of  Elijah  and 
Betsey  (Bancroft)  Upton.  His  mother  was  a  cousin 
of  the  great  historian,  George  Bancroft,  and  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Bancroft,  a  native  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  From  the  genealogical  record,  we  gather 
the  following  concerning  the  descendants  of  John 
Upton,  of  North  Reading,  Mass.,  the  original  emi- 
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gnint  and  the  progenitor  of  the  families  who  have 
since  borne  his  name:  It  appears  that  the  name  of 
Upton  is  among  the  most  ancient  of  English  pat¬ 
ronymics.  The  family  originated  in  Cornwall 
many  hundred  years  ago,  and  spread  its  branches 
throughout  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  in 
the  arts  of  war  as  well  as  of  peace,  has  produced  its 
full  share  of  distinguished  and  substantial  men  and 
women. 

Something  over  200  years  ago,  about  1652, 
John  Upton,  who  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  came 
to  America  and  settled  at  what  was  then  Salem 
Village,  now  known  as  Danvers,  Mass.,  and  tradi¬ 
tion  has  it  that  he  was  one  of  the  Scottish  prisoners 
taken  by  Cromwell,  either  at  the  battle  of  Dunbar, 
Sept.  3,  1050,  or  at  the  battle  of  Worcester  just  a 
twelvemonth  later.  His  wife’s  name  was  Elinor 
Stuart,  a  woman  of  Scottish  birth  and  a  strong  ad¬ 
herent  of  the  unfortunate  royal  house  of  that 
name.  He  was  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  large  means,  good  character,  and  an  extensive 
land-owner  and  wide-awake  business  man.  He  de¬ 
parted  this  life  July  11,  1099,  aged  about  seventy 
years.  II is  descendants  were,  Joseph  in  the  second 
generation,  Joseph  in  the  third,  Elisha  in  the  fourth, 
and  Elijah  in  the  fifth,  who  was  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice.  Upon  the  death  of  John 
Upton,  an  inventory  of  his  effects  was  taken,  and 
among  his  household  goods  there  was  not  an  arti¬ 
cle  of  silver,  plate  or  glassware  to  be  found,  but 
there  was  a  large  amount  of  pewter  plate,  and  also 
a  negro  boy  thirteen  years  old  mentioned  in  the 
will,  which  was  dated  in  1G97. 

Elijah  Upton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  New  Hampshire,  together  with 
stock-raising.  Of  his  family  of  ten  children,  two 
are  yet  living — Samuel  B.,  and  Francis  J.,  our  sub¬ 
ject.  The  former  was  formerly  a  farmer  in  New 
Iampshire,  but  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
abor  at  Concord,  N.  H.  The  father  was  born  in 
784  and  his  demise  took  place  in  1858.  His  good 
svife  was  born  in  1781  and  died  in  1867,  their  mar¬ 
riage  having  taken  place  in  1806. 

Francis  J.  Upton  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  sup¬ 
plemented  his  primary  education  by  an  academical 
ourse.  At  nineteen  3rears  of  age  he  began  to 


make  a  living  for  himself,  working  the  first  year  in 


a  brick-yard,  and  then  as  a  section  hand  on  a  rail¬ 
road.  About  1851  he  left  New  Hampshire  and 
went  to  New  York,  and  was  employed  as  spile 
driver  on  the  Hudson  River  Railroad,  and  was 
afterward  promoted  foreman,  and  with  his  own 
hands  laid  the  two  last  rails  which  connected  the 
road  between  Albany  and  New  York  City.  That 
was  the  first  road  connecting  the  two  cities.  In 
1853  Mr.  Upton  took  a  contract  for  the  laying  of 
the  C.  W.  &  Z.  R.  R.  in  Ohio,  which  he  finished  in 
1854.  In  the  fall  of  that  .year  he  returned  to  Con¬ 
cord,  and  the  following  year  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  Feb.  6,  1855,  with  Miss  Arzela  Messer,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Hampshire,  and  to  them  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Arzela  B.,  was  born;  they  also  had  a 
son  born  in  1859  who  died  in  1869. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Upton  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  two  miles  east  of  Marion,  on  a 
farm.  During  that  summer,  1855,  be  built  a  house 
and  improved  his  place,  and  the  following  year, 
1856,  moved  to  Peoria,  III,  and  took  charge  of  the 
building  of  the  Eastern  extension  of  the  Peoria  & 
Oquaka  Railroad,  and  was  thus  employed  during 
the  years  1856-57-58.  During  the  winter  of  1858 
he  returned  to  this  county,  and  in  the  following 


spring,  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  imple- 
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ments  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  continued  in  that 
business  until  the  present  time,  meeting  with  signal 
success.  The  first  freight  train  that  was  ever  run 
into  Cedar  Rapids  over  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R., 
brought  a  car-load  of  agricultural  machinery  for 
Mr.  Upton,  which  was  in  June,  1859.  In  1866  he 
erected  a  small  wagon-sliop  in  the  city,  and  the 
business  was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Upton,  Chambers  &  Co.  George  Greene,  one  of 
the  partners,  incorporated  the  company  under  the 
name  of  the  Star  Wagon  Company,  in  1871,  but  in 
1872  the  shop  was  burned  and  was  an  entire  loss. 
They  immediately  rebuilt  it.  It  is  located  between 
Fourth  and  Fifth  streets  on  Twelfth  avenue,  and 
the  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  1150,000. 
They  manufacture  all  kinds  of  wagons,  drays, 
trucks,  buggies  and  every  description  of  vehicles, 
and  have  built  up  a  splendid  trade. 

The  first  wife  of  Mr.  Upton  departed  this  life 
April  24,  1869,  and  three  years  later  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mrs.  II.  E.  Camp,  a  native  of  Stowe,  La- 
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inoille  Co.,  Vt.  By  her  former  marriage  she  had 
two  children — Edward  L.  and  Lula  E.  Camp;  the 
latter  married  Walter  Douglass.  Mr.  Upton  is  a 
Republican  in  politics.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
improvement,  growth  and  prosperity  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  is  one  of  her  foremost  citizens  and  re¬ 
liable  business  men.  Our  subject  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Council  and  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  three  years.  In  1880  he  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  which  nominated 
James  A.  Garfield.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity  and  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  has 
also  been  Eminent  Commander.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
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OHN  F.  CORY  is  a  native  of  Devonshire, 
England,  and  the  son  of  Abel  and  Elizabeth 
(Headen)  Cory,  also  natives  of  Devonshire, 
and  descendants  of  one  of  those  fine  old 
English  families  who  have  left  such  a  noble  imprint 
on  the  sands  of  time.  His  birth  occurred  Oct.  30, 
1817,  and  he  was  the  fifth  child  of  a  family  of 
eight.  The  parents  departed  this  life  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  four  of  their  children  emigrated 
to  the  United  State's.  These  are  William,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Marion  Township;  John  F.,  our  subject; 
Lavinia,  who  married  Mr.  Fulwieler  and  settled  in 
California,  where  she  died,  and  Daniel,  who  also 
lives  in  the  Golden  State. 

John  F.  Cor}’  remained  upon  the  farm  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  then 
served  two  years  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  was 
naturally  skillful  in  the  use  of  tools,  and  after  his 
two  years’  service  had  attained  such  proficiency 
that  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  foreman 
for  an  uncle  who  was  a  carpenter  and  builder.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  also  attained  considerable 
skill  at  cabinet  and  wagon  making.  He  continued 
at  these  occupations  in  England  until  1842,  and 
had  established  a  business  of  his  own,  but  he  was 
not  contented  with  his  operations  there,  and  de¬ 
termined  to  go  to  the  United  States.  He  sailed 
from  Falmouth  on  the  25th  of  March  of  the  year 
above  named,  and  after  a  safe  voyage  lauded  in 
New  York  City  about  the  middle  of  May.  He 
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proceeded  directly  to  Philadelphia,  thence  to  Pitts-  i  j  i 
burgh — via  railroad  to  Hollidaysburg,  and  thence  ft  J 
by  canal  reaching  the  smoky  city.  At  that  point 
he  boarded  a  steamer  on  the  Ohio  River,  proceeded 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Mahoning,  and  from  there 
went  into  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  locating  in  the  ;{ 
town  of  Warren,  where  he  remained  eighteen  ft 
months  working  at  his  trade.  Thence  he  went  to 
Cairo,  and  by  way  of  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  chang¬ 
ing  boats  to  go  to  Bloomington,  now  Muscatine, 
and  thence  proceeded  overland  to  Iowa  City. 
Here  he  met  a  party  of  Government  surveyors, 
which  included  Judge  Green,  and  in  company  with 
them  came  into  Linn  County,  and  was  shortly 
afterward  engaged  to  make  repairs  on  the  house  of 
Jeremiah  Smyth.  lie  worked  at  his  trade  and  as  a 
farm  laborer  until  1844,  in  the  meantime  improv¬ 
ing  his  acquaintance  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Smyth, 
so  much  so  that  he  secured  the  daughter,  Margaret, 
as  a  life  partner,  to  whom  he  was  married,  and  set 
up  housekeeping  in  a  log  cabin,  the  property  of 
the  bride’s  uncle,  Robert  Smyth.  The  young 
couple  lived  there  through  the  winter,  and  in  the 
spring  moved  into  an  imposing  log  cabin  on  Cara¬ 
way  Creek.  He  continued  working  at  his  trade  of 
carpenter  and  builder  until  the  fall  of  the  following 
year,  when  he  went  into  Linn  Township,  secured 
possession  of  a  tract  of  land,  and  upon  it  erected  a 
house  of  native  lumber. 

Our  subject  was  now  the  proud  possessor  of  120 
acres  of  land,  and  in  the  fall  of  1845  he  commenced 
farming  in  earnest,  and  with  good  success.  In 
18G0  he  purchased  land  in  Mt.  Vernon,  and  erected 
a  dwelling  there.  He  was  also  in  possession  of 
twenty-five  acres,  which  is  a  part  of  the  present 
homestead,  and  upon  which  he  moved  in  1861,  and 
has  been  a  resident  upon  it  continuously  since  that 
time.  lie  has  a  comfortable  farm-house,  good 
buildings,  and  eighty  acres  of  his  land  is  in  a  high 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mrs.  Cory  was  a  native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ire¬ 
land,  born  in  December,  1807.  Her  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  five  children :  Elizabeth  A.,  the  wife  of 
E.  B.  Soper,  a  lawyer  of  Emmetsburg,  Iowa; 
Matilda  L.,  who  married  Robert  John  Smyth,  and 
after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Hamblin, 
of  Dysart,  Tama  County ;  she  departed  this  life  in 
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1883;  Sarah  M.;  John  W.,  who  married  Miss  Mary 
C.  Burleigh,  a  native  of  England,  and  resides  at 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa;  and  James  It.,  a  resident  of 
Linn  Township,  and  who  married  Ida  Ilouseworth, 
of  Iowa  City. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Cory  took  place 
Sept.  14,  1882,  with  Miss  Mary  Itiley.  She  is  a 
native  of  ltoss  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Rebecca  (Long)  Riley.  The  first  wife  of  Mr. 
Cory  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  present  lady  is  connected  with  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  C.  has  been  a 
member  since  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  has  been 
actively  interested  in  the  success  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  and  Trustee  of  the  church  many  years.  He 
has  been  a  man  of  influence  in  his  township,  oc¬ 
cupying  the  various  official  positions  within  its 
o-ift.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Polk, 
and  the  third  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party  until  1876,  and  then  be¬ 
came  convinced  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  a 
change,  and  he  has  since  endorsed  the  principles  of 
Democracy,  which  principles  he  believes  to  be 
those  upon  which  the  prosperity'  and  welfare  of  his 
country  mainly  depend.  A  lithographic  view  of 
Mr.  Cory’s  residence  is  shown  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 
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LOUIS  BILLAU  is  one  of  the  pioneer  drug¬ 
gists  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  carrying  on  a 
successful  business.  He  was  born  Aug.  19, 
1849,  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
Sebastian  Billau,  who  was  a  merchant  tailor,  and 
located  in  Fremont  in  1848.  The  subject  of  our 


sketch  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 


schools,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  four¬ 
teen  years  old,  when  he  went  into  a  drug-store  and 
there  continued  for  seven  years,  at  the  expiration 


jbf  which  time  he  determined  to  cross  the  Father  of 


^  i  Waters  and  seek  his  fortune  in  one  of  the  Western 
j  ^States.  He  located  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  took 


charge  of  the  old  store  of  Dr.  May,  at  No.  22  First 


avenue.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years  Dr.  May 
Sp^p'Odied,  and  Mr.  Billau  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
msiness,  which  was  then  operated  under  the  firm 
lame  of  Billau,  Pope  &  Co.  until  1880,  when  our 


continued  the  business  at  the  old  stand  until  1885, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  commodious  quar¬ 
ters  at  No.  13  South  Second  street.  He  has  a  finely' 
selected  stock,  and  his  storerooms  are  equipped 
with  all  the  conveniences  and  elegancies  of  a  mod¬ 
ern  establishment  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Billau  was  married  in  October,  1880,  to  Miss 
E.  J.  Scoville,  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Her  father 
was  Harlow  Scoville,  a  carriage  manufacturer,  and 
an  expert  workman  in  his  earlier  years.  He  is  still 
living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventyr-seven  years, 


and  makes  his  home  with  his  son-in-law,  the  sub- 


the  interest  of  Mr.  Pope,  and 


ject  of  our  sketch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billau  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  born  May  22,  1884. 

Mr.  Billau  is  Democratic  in  politics,  having  voted 
conscientiously  with  that  party  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  and  a  Knight  Templar,  connected  with  Apollo 
Commandery  No.  26. 

IMON  H.  BAUMAN,  the  subject  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice,  and  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Mt.  Vernon  Hawkeye,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
April  18,  1842.  His  father,  Augustus  Bauman, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Lancaster 
County  in  1816.  Augustus  Bauman  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man, 
and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hui  zber- 
ger,  who  was  a  native  of  his  own  county  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  remained  in  Ohio  several  years, 
and  then  determined  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and 
seek  a  future  home  in  the  West.  They  accordingly 
came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  established  themselves  in 
Mt.  Vernon,  and  the  father  engaged  in  mercantile 
and  real  estate  business.  He  was  a  man  of  means, 
and  purchased  land  adjacent  to  the  village,  laying 
out  a  part  of  it  in  town  lots.  He  ma  le  an  addi¬ 
tional  purchase,  devoted  it  to  the  same  purposes, 
and  it  was  afterward  known  as  Bauman’s  Addition 
to  Mt.  Vernon.  He  was  interested  in  all  the  im¬ 
provements  going  on  about  him,  and  materially 
assisted  in  the  same.  He  remained  here  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Nov.  2,  1857.  In  due  time 
his  widow  was  again  married,  becoming  the  vife  of 
Mr.  William  Hess,  and  they  are  now  residents  of 
Lisbon,  Franklin  Township,  this  county'. 
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Simon  H.  Bauman  was  the  second  child  born  into 

jj  -  ~ 

the  household  of  his  parents,  and  was  twelve  years 
old  when  he  came  to  Mt.  Vernon.  He  attended  the 
public  schools,  and  being  a  studious  and  more  than 
■  ;  ordinarily  intelligent  boy,  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
S  years  was  prepared  to  enter  Cornell  College.  He 
graduated  from  this  institution  after  a  three  years’ 
course  of  study,  and  afterward  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  merchandise  store.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
as  proprietor  of  a  stock  of  groceries  and  hardware, 
and  continued  in  trade  in  these  for  the  following 
two  years,  when  he  merged  his  business  into  an¬ 
other  department,  and  began  to  handle  clothing, 
boots  and  shoes,  in  which  trade  he  continued  until 
1864.  He  then  removed  to  Dixon,  Ill.,  where  he 
carried  on  the  clothing  business  for  two  years,  and 
then  returned  and  pursued  the  same  business  here 
until  1869.  In  June  of  this  year  he  purchased  the 
Hawkeye ,  and  was  engaged  in  its  publication,  be¬ 
sides  carrying  on  the  clothing  store,  until  1873.  At 
this  period  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  clothing  trade.  Mr.  Bauman  occupied 
:  the  position  of  Postmaster  until  1885,  an  office 
-  :  which  he  held  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
k :  tion  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Bauman  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  17th 
J::;  °f  March,  1864,  with  Miss  Jane  Elizabeth  Ayers,  and 


2  their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three 
J  children — Augustus  A.,  Maria  E.  and  Frederick  A. 
| ; :  Mr.  Bauman  has  been  City  Recorder,  and  as  such  a 
l;-  member  of  the  City  Council;  he  is  connected  with 
■g  Mt.  Vernon  Lodge  No.  112,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is 


1  ;  a  genial  and  whole-hearted  citizen,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  the  community.  He  is  a  good  busi- 


l| 

1  -  uess  man,  and  carries  on  the  editorial  department 
of  his  paper  with  ability  and  success. 

THOMAS  S.  OVINGTON,  a  retired  merchant 
living  at  Marion,  of  which  city  he  was  a 
pioneer  of  1845,  was  born  at  Hull,  York¬ 
shire,  England,  Nov.  10,  1815.  His  parents  were 
Charles  and  Ann  (Sherwood)  Ovington,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Yorkshire.  Mr.  Ovington  served  a  regular 
:  apprenticeship  to  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  was  married 
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in  March,  1837,  to  Miss  Jane  Leve,  and  to  them 
one  child  was  born.  Both  mother  and  child  de¬ 
parted  this  life  on  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Ovington  of  this  notice  emigrated  from  En¬ 
gland  to  the  United  States  in  1839.  He  made  his 
home  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade,  and  where,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1840,  he  ^ 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Cook.  She  was  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  and  their  union  was  blest  with  five 
children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  one.  Charles,  born  Dec.  6,  1841, 
married  Miss  Flora  Roberts,  and  they  are  living  at 
Clinton,  this  State;  Mary  J.,  born  March  18,  1844, 
is  the  wife  of  Alfred  McCoy,  of  Trenton,  Neb.; 
Thomas  C.  born  in  Marion,  Iowa,  Oct.  20,  1848, 
married  Josie  Walton ;  he  died  and  she  is  living  at 
Ft.  Henry,  Iowa;  he  was  a  Knight  Templar  Mason. 
Samuel,  born  Jan.  13,  1851,  is  yet  single,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Nebraska;  Annie  E.,  born  April  21,  1854, 
is  unmarried  and  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Ovington 
died  Nov.  9,  1855,  at  Marion.  Mr.  Ovington  was 
married  again  June  8,  1858,  to  Miss  Matilda, 
daughter  of  John  Morrow;  she  was  born  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  The  record  is  as 
follows:  John  was  born  Aug.  30,  1859,  and  died 
September  24  of  the  same  year;  Arthur,  born  Aug. 

10,  1860,  died  September  27  of  the  same  year; 
Edward,  born  Oct.  1,  1861,  died  Sept.  24,  1862; 
Edwin,  born  March  10,  1864,  died  Aug.  30,  1864; 
William,  born  June  15,  1865,  died  Aug.  16,  1865; 
Bennie,  born  Oct.  30,  1866,  was  killed  bjr  a  horse 
Aug.  12,  1878;  Joseph,  the  youngest,  is  yet  living, 
and  was  born  at  Marion  Feb.  2,  1872. 

Mr.  Ovington  came  to  Marion  in  June,  1845,  and 
here  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  tailor.  He 
followed  that  line  of  trade  for  twenty  years,  and 
then  merged  it  into  the  dry-goods  trade.  He  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  latter  business  until  1881,  during 
which  time  he  had  accumulated  a  snug  fortune,  and 
then  embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  but  not 
finding  this  line  so  profitable,  he  sold  out  in  March, 
1885,  and  since  that  time  has  not  been  active^ 
engaged. 

Mr.  Ovington  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  educational 
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matters,  and  has  served  several  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Marion  School  Board,  lie  joined  the  I.  0. 
O.  F.  in  his  native  land  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  on  coming  to  this  State  again  united  with 
the  order,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Osceola  Lodge 
No.  18,  of  Marion. 


ii 


N  R.  J.  II.  SMITH.  As  a  prominent  citizen 
v  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  a  gentleman  respected 


his  sterling  worth  and  integrity,  as 


well  as  for  his  business  tact  and  energy,  it 
affords  us  pleasure  to  present  a  few  facts  connected 
with  the  history  of  his  past,  which  is  an  honorable 
one,  before  the  reading  public.  Ur.  Smith  is  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Farmers’  Insurance  Company,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  in  which  city  he  resides.  He  was  born  in 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  27,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Thomas)  Smith,  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Virginia  respectively. 

The  father  of  Dr.  Smith  was  a  farmer  by  voca¬ 
tion,  and  added  to  the  industry  of  tilling  the  soil 


that  of  stock-raising,  in  which  latter  branch  he  was 


quite  extensively  interested.  He  came  to  Iowa  in 
1853,  and,  locating  in  Linn  County,  purchased 
1,600  acres  of  land.  He  at  once  engaged  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  and  continued  to  reside  here  until 
his  death,  in  1880,  aged  eighty  years.  His  good 
wife  died  ten  years  previous,  in  1870,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  Of  six  children  born  of  their  union, 
five  are  yet  living:  Salina  W.  became  the  wife  of 
George  II.  Walker,  and  they  are  living  in  Shelby 
County,  this  State,  and  have  three  children;  Cath- 
arin  is  married  to  Joseph  Warden,  and  resides  in 
Jasper  County,  Iowa,  and  has  three  children ;  M  ill- 


iam  is  living  in  Nebraska;  Dr.  John  I.  is  a  farmer 


which  he  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  Col¬ 


lege,  Chicago,  graduating  therefrom  in  1860. 


first  hung  out  his  shingle 


at  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
there  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he 
continued  for  upward  of  sixteen  years,  most  of  the 
time  being  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Mansfield.  Since 
giving  up  the  practice  of  medicine  Dr.  Smith  has 
been  connected  with  the  Farmers’  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  acting  as  President  of  the  same.  He  has'  a 
fine  farm  of  800  acres  in  this  county,  which  he  is 
cultivating  and  on  which  he  is  raising  stock.  He 
has  at  this  writing  120  head  of  cattle,  40  head  of 
horses,  and  150  head  of  hogs,  and  is  meeting  with 
success  in  this  department  of  life.  He  has  been 
Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids  four  years,  and  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  I  he  larmer  s 
Insurance  Block  was  erected  on  Second  street  in 


1885,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  it  was  in  no  small 


measure  due  to  the  energy  of  the  Doctor  that  the 
building  was  erected. 

The  residence  of  Dr.  Smith  is  at  No 


166  A  ave¬ 
nue.  He  has  a  store  building  on  the  north  side, 

He  also 


and  also  has  other  property  in  the  city, 
owns  town  property  in  Osceola,  Polk  Co.,  Neb., 
besides  a  farm  of  160  acres  near  that  place  and 
forty  acres  laid  out  in  village  lots.  He  is  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Marion  &  Cedar  Rapids  Street  Rail¬ 


way. 


He  is  President  of  the  North  Angus  Land 


in  College  Township;  J.  II.  is  our  subject;  Philip 
died  in  1882;  he  settled  in  Linn  County  in  1850, 
was  a  farmer  by  vocation,  and  at  the  date  of  his 
demise  was  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  land. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Smith  passed  his  younger  days  on  the 
farm  and  in  attending  the  customary  log  school- 
house  of  the  pioneer  day.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
students  at  Western  College,  where  he  passed  two 
years  in  study.  In  1859  he  commenced  to  read 
medicine  with  Drs.  Milligan  and  Taylor,  after 


and  Coal  Company ;  Vice  President  of  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital,  and  stock-holder  and  President  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Roadsters’  Association. 

Dr.  Smith  was  married,  in  1862,  to  a  daughter 
of  Hon.  John  W.  Henderson,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
to  their  union  one  son  was  bom,  Edwin  II 
Cashier  of  the  Farmers’  Insurance  Company. 

Smith  departed  this  life  to  join  the  silent  majority 
on  the  other  shore  in  1863,  and  the  Doctor  was  a 
second  time  married,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  John  W. 
Henderson,  by  her  former  marriage,  becoming  his 
wife,  the  ceremony  being  performed  in  I860.  Of 
the  latter  union  one  son,  Isaac  B.  Smith,  has  been 


,  now 
Mrs. 


born.  He  entered  Princeton  College  this  year, 


1886,  having  graduated  from  the  school  at  Law-  ^ 

renceville,  N.  J 

Dr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  jj 

is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  at-  jj 
tained  the  32d  degree.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife 


JrfclH  ags 


both  belong  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Doc¬ 
tor  is  truly  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  as 
well  as  respected  and  honored  citizens,  not  only  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  but  of  Linn  County. 


=2 


eHARLES  H.  SWAB,  of  the  firm  of  Swab 
Bros.,  wholesale  dealers  in  hardware  and 
dairy  supplies,  Cedar  Rapids  (see  biography 
of  Joseph  F.  Swab),  was  born  in  the  city  in  which 
he  lives,  Oct.  27,  1857.  When  thirteen  3’ears  of 
age  he  left  the  district  school  and  became  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  a  produce  dealer,  Bryan  by  name,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  two  years.  He  then  worked 
in  an  oil  mill  for  two  years,  when  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade,  becoming  an 
employe  of  Swab  &  Batta.  Continuing  to  work  at 
his  trade  until  1881,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother  in  the  hardware  and  dairy  business  and 
in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged. 

Mr.  Swab  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara  A.  Mar- 
tinek  in  1882.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Wensel  Mar- 
tinek,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  borne  her  husband 
two  children — Charles  and  Grace. 

In  politics  Mr.  Swab  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  C.  S.  P.  S.,  belonging  to  Lodge  No. 
77,  and  his  place  of  residence  is  428  C  avenue. 
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AMUEL  W.  STANLEY,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  this  county  and  a  self-made  man 
in  every  respect  the  word  implies,  as  well 
as  a  respected  and  honored  citizen,  is  re¬ 
siding  on  section  18,  Brown  Township,  where  he 
owns  a  good  and  productive  farm.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  John  and  Mary  Anne  (Woolman) 
Stanley,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  re¬ 
spectively.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  where  they  both  died. 
Their  children  were :  Clotilda,  Deborah,  Thomas 
H.  and  Samuel  W.  (twins)  ;  and  James. 

Samuel  W.  Stanley  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  20,  1818.  He  lived  at  home 
assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  on  the  farm,  hav- 
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ing  little  opportunity  afforded  him  for  obtaining  an 
education  until  after  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  had  left  the  parental  roof-tree  to  do  for  himself. 
He  started  out  in  life  with  nothing  but  strong 
hands  and  an  abundance  of  energy  and  persever¬ 
ance,  as  well  as  a  purpose  in  life.  Leaving  home 
he  engaged  to  work  at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  being 
thus  occupied  until  1851.  lie  left  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  1837,  and  continued  to  reside  in  his  native 
county  only  about  a  year,  going  thence  to  Jefferson 
County,  that  State.  There  he  remained  until  1845, 
when  he  made  another  remove,  locating  in  Belmont 
County,  where  he  resided  until  he  came  here.  After 
leaving  home  he  attended  school  for  the  major 
portion  of  three  sessions,  from  1837  to  1845,  and 
continued  working  at  his  trade  almost  exclusively 
until  he  came  to  this  county.  In  1845  he  bought 
a  small  farm  in  Belmont  County,  which  he  carried 
on  in  connection  with  the  carpenter  trade  until 
May  6,  18G1,  when  he  started  for  this  State  with  a 
wagon  and  carriage  and  four  horses.  Terminating 
his  journey  in  this  county,  June  4,  1861,  he  settled 
on  land  in  Brown  Township  which  he  had  previously 
purchased.  Trading  for  eighty  acres,  he  soon  in¬ 
creased  his  landed  posessions  by  a  purchase  of 
eighty  more,  and  settling  on  section  18,  Brown 
Township,  he  erected  for  himself  a  good,  comfort¬ 
able  building,  and  began  the  labors  of  an  agricult¬ 
uralist.  He  has  since  continued  to  reside  on  that 
section,  and  by  hard  labor  and  economy  has  be¬ 
come  the  proprietor  of  117  acres  in  that  township, 
eighty  acres  in  Marion  Township,  and  twenty-three 
acres  in  Linn  Township.  The  major  portion  of  his 
land  is  tillable,  and  he  has  met  with  success  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  vocation. 

Mr.  Stanley  was  married  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  1,  1840,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Hannah  (Fawcett)  Vail,  natives  of 
New  Jersey  and  Virginia  respectively.  Her  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  he  and  his  wife  lived  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  until  their  death.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children — John,  Hannah,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Lydia  and  Jesse.  Mrs.  Stanley  was  born  in 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  July  25,  1818,  and  has 
borne  her  husband  six  children — Esther  J.,  Benja¬ 
min  B.,  Thomas  E.,  Morris,  Hannah  and  Mary  E. ; 
the  latter  died  in  infancy;  Esther  is  the  wife  of 
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Samuel  Bedell,  a  farmer  of  Brown  Township;  Ben¬ 
jamin  B.  married  Sarah  Briggs,  and  is  engaged  in 
fanning  in  the  same  township;  Ihomas  manied 
Amy  T.  Smith,  and  they  resided  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship  until  her  death,  which  took  place  June  2, 
1886;  Morris  married  Catharine  L.  Smith,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Marion  Township;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of 
Elwood  T.  Smith,  a  farmer  of  Brown  Township. 

Mr.  Stanley  of  this  notice  has  never  asked  for 
the  votes  of  his  friends  and  citizens  for  public  of¬ 
fice,  but  nevertheless  has  been  honored  by  some  of 
the  minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Society  of  i1  riends.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


m 


GEO  RUE  B.  OWEN,  dealer  in  real  estate  at 
Marion,  was  born  in  Windsor  County,  Vt., 
Dec.  26.  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Elvira  Owen.  The  parents  were  also  natives  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  and  the  father  is  still  living 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years,  his  good 
wife  having  departed  this  life  in  1880.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  reared  amid  the  hills  of  his  native  State, 
and  was  brought  up  to  the  honorable  calling  of  a 
farmer. 

Mr.  Owen  was  married,  in  Vermont,  in  January, 
1857,  to  Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  Wallace  Clarke. 
She  was  also  a  native  of  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  and 
her  union  with  our  subject  wras  blest  by  the 
birth  of  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  record  is 
as  follows  i  Frank  V  .  married  Miss  Cora  I  itch,  and 
they  are  residing  in  Mitchell,  Dak.;  Wilbur  is  living 
at  home;  Edwin  resides  in  Colorado,  and  Nellie  is 
an  inmate  of  the  parental  household.  Mrs.  Owen 
departed  this  life  in  November,  1870;  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  a  most  estimable  lady  and  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  knew  her.  Our  subject  formed  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  in  September,  1875,  Miss  Belle 
Allen,  daughter  of  Henry  Allen,  being  the  other 
contracting  party.  She  is  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Owen  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  holds  fellowship  with  Lodge 


No.  6,  of  Marion;  also  belongs  to  Chapter  No.  10, 
R.  A.  M.,  likewise  to  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27, 
K.  T.,  and  of  El  Kahir  Temple,  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  and  his  father  have 
extensive  real  estate  interests  in  Marion  and  vicin- 
ityr,  of  which  George  B.  is  the  manager. 


AVID  P.  LONG,  occupying  a  fine  home- 
|  stead  on  section  29  of  Jackson  Township, 
is  an  extensive  farmer,  and  has  met  with 
more  than  ordinary  success  in  his  agricult¬ 
ural  operations.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Greene, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  28,  1827.  His  father, 
Peter  A.  Long,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  but 
born  in  Albany  County,  Jan.  5,  1/95.  His  giand- 
father,  Adam  Long,  was  also  a  native  of  Albany 
County,  and  of  Holland  descent.  He  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  and  his  remains 
rest  there. 

Peter  A.  Long,  the  father  of  our  subject,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Albany  County,  married  there,  and 
removed  to  Chenango  County.  He  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Greene,  upon  which  he  located 
and  remained  until  1839.  He  then  removed  to 
Ohio  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Tuscarawas  County, 
upon  which  he  remained  ten  years.  He  then  sold 
this  and  moved  to  New  Philadelphia,  where  he 
purchased  town  property  and  lived  until  1863.  His 
attention  was  then  called  to  the  advantages  of  a 
residence  in  the  Ilawkeye  State,  and  he  detei  mined 
to  seek  his  fortune  beyond  the  Mississippi.  He 
accordingly  crossed  the  Father  of  IV  aters,  and 
came  into  Linn  County,  Iowa,  where  he  made  a 
final  location,  and  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Dec.  18,  1875.  In  early  manhood,  after 
marking  out  many  of  his  plans  foi  the  futuie,  he 
sought  a  companion  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Lany  Callannan.  She  was  also  a  native  of 
Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Feb.  1,  1799;  her  de¬ 
cease  occurred  Aug.  25,  1874.  Their  household 
included  a  family  of  five  children,  the  record  of 
whom  is  as  follows:  Susan  married  J.  W.  Kitcli, 
and  they  resided  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  wheie 
she  died;  John  became  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church,  and  is  located  at  Rose  Hill,  Iowa ; 
the  third  child  was  David,  the  subject  of  our  sketch ; 
Nellie  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  P.  G.  Edmos,  and 
they  live  in  Ohio;  Wesley  is  a  resident  of  Prairie- 
burg,  this  county.  Both  the  father  and  mother 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
They  were  most  excellent  people,  living  good  and 
worthy  lives,  and  have  left  behind  them  a  record 
of  good  deeds  and  acts  of  kindness. 

David  P.  Long  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  from  his  native  State  to 
Ohio.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in 
the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  being 
of  an  ambitious  and  adventurous  disposition,  he 
prevailed  upon  his  parents  to  allow  him  to  leave 
home  and  carve  out  his  own  fortune  in  the  best 
manner  that  he  could.  He  desired  to  see  something 
of  the  world  further  than  the  limits  of  his  township 
and  county.  His  first  venture  was  as  an  employe 
on'  a  steamer  that  plied  the  Mississippi  River.  He 
was  pleased  with  his  new  undertaking,  and  followed 
the  river  until  1853.  The  wild  scenes  along  his 
route  afforded  him  an  interesting  pastime,  and  he 
met  Indians,  foreigners,  and  different  classes  of 
people  from  almost  all  parts  of  the  world.  This 
experience  stimulated  him  to  still  further  adven¬ 
tures,  and  he  determined  to  move  toward  the  Pa¬ 
cific.  He  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  entered 
the  Golden  Gate,  and  pushed  his  way  into  the 
mining  regions  of  California,  his  first  experience 
as  a  miner  being  in  what  was  then  called  Hopkin’s 
Creek,  now  Plumas  County,  where  he  remained 
until  1858,  when  he  suddenly  experienced  a  desire 
to  return  to  his  old  home.  He  accordingly  re¬ 
turned  to  the  parental  roof,  remaining  there  for  a 
year,  and  then  resolved  to  establish  himself  in  the 
Hawkeye  State,  and  turn  his  attention  to  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  agriculture.  He  accordingly  came  into 
Linn  County,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Maine  Town¬ 
ship.  The  country  was  still  new  and  his  farm  com¬ 
paratively  unimproved,  but  he  at  once  set  himself 
to  work  to  place  it  under  good  cultivation,  and  was 
fairly  successful.  He  remained  there  ten  years, 
then  sold  this  land  and  purchased  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Long  comprises  280  acres, 
all  inclosed,  and  improved  with  forty  acres  of  tim¬ 


ber  land  and  a  good  area  in  pasture.  Beside  the 
raising  of  the  cereals  he  has  given  considerable  at¬ 
tention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  and  has  a 
dairy  in  successful  operation.  His  farming  transac¬ 
tions  are  conducted  systematically,  and  everything 
about  the  premises  denotes  the  superintendence  of 
an  intelligent  mind  and  a  large  experience.  He  has 
a  good  dwelling  and  convenient  barns  and  out¬ 
houses,  and  his  accommodations  for  the  raising  and 
feeding  of  stock  are  of  first-class  description ;  his 
farming  implements  are  of  the  latest  and  most  im¬ 
proved  pattern. 

David  P.  Long  and  Miss  Mary  C.  Bowen  were 
united  in  marriage  Feb.  26,  1859.  Mrs.  Long  is 
a  native  of  Pottsdam,  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Aurora  (Foster) 
Bowen.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Linn 
County,  coming  here  when  the  land  was  almost  in 
its  primitive  condition,  and  creditably  fulfilling  the 
duties  and  obligations  of  the  pioneer  settler.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Long  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
Benjamin  W.  and  Maggie.  They  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  Mr.  Long  is  a  conscientious  Democrat. 


all 


ffl  OIIN  WHITFIELD.  As  a  representative 
citizen  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  a  gentleman 
who  has  succeeded  in  life,  not  as  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  a  legacy,  but  through  his  own  energy 
and  perseverance,  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a 
few  facts  connected  with  the  life  of  him  of  whom 
we  write.  Mr.  Whitfield  is  Vice  President  and 
Manager  of  the  Eagle  Woolen-Mill  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids.  He  is  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
was  born  May  19, 1825,  his  parents  being  John  and 
Mary  (Page)  Whitfield,  natives  of  the  same  country. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  manufacturer  of 
woolen  goods  in  his  native  land,  and  his  father, 
George  Whitfield,  was  also  an' extensive  manufact¬ 
urer  in  the  same  line.  John  Whitfield,  Sr.,  fol¬ 
lowed  his  vocation  in  life  in  the  mother  country 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  head  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children  who  grew  to  maturity,  eight  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Jabez  is  a  resident  of  York¬ 
shire,  England,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
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ness;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ward,  and  they 
are  also  living  in  Yorkshire;  Alice  married  a  Mr. 
F ox,  and  Ruth  became  Mrs.  Stansfield,  and  they  also 
live  in  England;  our  subject  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth ;  Hannah  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr. 
Kitson,  and  they  reside  in  the  mother  country ;  Is¬ 
rael  is  a  resident  of  Germany,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  goods;  Sabina  is  married, 
and  lives  in  her  native  land.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  socially  belonged  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

John  Whitfield,  Jr.,  remained  under  the  parental 
roof-tree  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-four 


years,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  common 


schools  and  working  in  a  woolen-mill.  After  leav¬ 
ing  home,  in  1849,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Mitch¬ 
ell,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha  (Raistrick) 
Mitchell,  and  continued  to  reside  in  his  native 
land,  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods, 
until  1858.  During  that  year  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  at  Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  continued  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  Living  there  four  years,  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  where  for  two  years  he 
conducted  the  same  kind  of  a  business.  Then,  after 
conducting  a  factory  at  Pleasant  Mills,  near  Deca¬ 
tur,  Ind.,  for  two  years,  he  went  to  Peru,  the  same 
State,  and  started  a  woolen-mill.  Remaining  at  the 
latter  place  for  three  years,  he  traveled  in  Missouri, 
putting  in  machinery  for  woolen-mills  for  a  time, 
and  then,  in  1868,  came  to  Maquoketa,  this  State. 
There,  for  two  years,  he  acted  as  foreman  in  a 
woolen  factory,  and  then  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  same.  lie  continued  in  this  company  for  six 
years,  and  then  disposed  of  his  interest  and  pur¬ 
chased  what  is  known  as  the  Eagle  Woolen-Mill. 

In  1882  Mr.  'Whitfield  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  forming  a  joint-stock  company  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000,  erected  the  Eagle  Woolen-Mill,  located 
on  the  West  side.  The  mill  is  115x160  feet  in  di¬ 
mensions,  built  of  brick,  and  the  machinery  run  by 
steam.  The  office  building  is  also  of  brick,  and  is 
24x50  feet  in  dimensions.  The  firm  employ  on  an 
average  fifty-five  men,  and  since  the  establishment 
of  the  business  have  met  with  signal  success. 

In  politics  Mr.  "Whitfield  is  a  Democrat.  He  lias 
two  children:  M.  J.  Whitfield,  and  Ada,  who  mar¬ 


ried  W.  II.  Harrison,  and  is  a  resident  of  Maquo¬ 
keta;  they  have  two  children,  John  W.  and  Will¬ 
iam  II.  The  faithful  companion  of  our  subject  I 
departed  this  life  to  join  the  silent  majority  on  the 
other  shore  in  1875,  at  Maquoketa.  Mr.  Whitfiel 


plies,  and  during  his  life  of  business  activity  has 
not  only  been  successful  in  a  financial  point  of 


| 


view,  but  has  won  and  retained  the  respect  of  those  2  [J 


with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


ENRY  A.  SIIALER,  the  genial  proprietor  of 
the  Clifton  House,  Lisbon,  was  born  in 


Northampton  County,  Pa.,  in  Upper  Mount 
Bethel  Township,  Nov.  5, 1841.  His  father,-  ■ 


Mathias  Shaler,  was  a  native  of  France,  born  in 


Alsace  in  1813.  His  grandfather,  Andrew  Shaler, 


was  a  soldier  in  the  French  army,  and  fought  under 
Napoleon.  After  his  retirement  from  military  serv¬ 


ice  he  came  to  America,  in  1824,  and  settled  in 
Upper  Mount  Bethel,  and  there  his  life  terminated. 


Mathias  Shaler  was  eleven  years  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  America.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
Upper  Mount  Bethel,  married  there,  and  made  his 
home  there  until  1845.  He  then  removed  to  Plain- 
field  Township  and  purchased  a  farm,  which  he  oc¬ 
cupied  until  1849.  This  he  also  sold,  this  time 
purchasing  a  farm  in  Monroe  County,  where  he  lived 
until  1870,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the 
Keystone  State  and  turned  his  face  toward  the  set¬ 
ting  sun.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  came  into 
Lisbon,  Iowa.  He  was  at  once  pleased  with  the 
locality,  purchased  the  Clifton  House,  and  for  a 
time  operated  as  “  mine  host.”  After  a  time  he 

- 

purchased  a  farm,  selling  it  two  years  later  at  a 
good  profit,  and  made  a  purchase  of  another  farm, 
east  of  Lisbon.  Upon  this  he  remained  two  years, 
and  with  that  exception  has  been  a  continuous  res¬ 
ident  of  Lisbon  since  the  time  of  his  coming  here 
in  1870.  He  was  married  in  his  native  State  to 


Miss  Sarah  Hartzell,  who  was  also  born  and  reared 


there.  Their  union  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the 


oldest  son  and  child. 


Henry  A.  Shaler  remained  with  his  parents  until 
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his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bush,  which  oc¬ 
curred  Nov.  18,  1868.  Mrs.  Shaler  was  born  in 
Middle  Smithfield  Township,  Monroe  Co.,  Pa., 
March  22,  1845.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Ann  (La  Bor)  Bush.  Our  subject  and  wife  re¬ 
mained  on  the  parental  homestead  a  year  after 
their  marriage,  and  in  1870  came  to  Lisbon,  and 
Mr.  Shaler  assumed  the  management  of  his  father’s 
farm,  where  they  remained  until  1872.  He  then 
purchased  a  farm  which  he  sold  in  1877,  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  Clifton  House,  which  some  years  prior 
to  this  had  been  in  possession  of  his  father.  He 
has  operated  the  hotel  since  that  time,  and  under 
his  management  it  has  become  one  of  the  most 
popular  public  houses  in  the  county.  In  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  business  he  has  invested  some  of  his 
means  in  the  grocery  trade,  which  he  carries  on  to 
a  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaler  have  become  the  parents  of 
two  children — Anna  L.  and  George  B.  They  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  Shaler  votes  conscien¬ 
tiously  with  the  Democratic  party. 


={>• 


JOSEPH  V.  MYERS,  Mayor  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Wooster,  Wayne 
County,  Jan.  16,  1842.  His  father,  David 
Myers,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
in  1807,  and  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Ohio 
in  1828,  settling  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  was 
an  early  pioneer.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade  and  carried  on  this  business  in  Wooster  and 
Dalton  until  1854,  when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi 
and  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  and  they  made  the  journey 
overland  to  Cleveland,  thence  by  steamer  to  De¬ 
troit,  by  railroad  to  Chicago  and  Rock  Island, 
crossing  the  river  on  a  ferry  to  Davenport,  and 
proceeded  by  team  to  Mt.  Vernon,  which  at  that 
time  was  a  very  small  village.  He  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Linn  Grove,  and  was  engaged  in  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Civil  War.  He  then,  practically,  retired  from  act¬ 
ive  labor,  and  now  resides  in  David  City,  Neb. 
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The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Anna  Hatton.  She  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
by  her  union  with  David  Myers  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  the  third  child  and  youngest  son. 

Joseph  V.  Myers  was  twelve  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Mt.  Vernon  with  his  parents.  He  obtained 
his  early  education  in  the  pioneer  schools,  which 
were  conducted  in  log  cabins,  furnished  with  slab 
seats ;  there  were  no  desks  for  books.  While  not  in 
school,  the  bo}r  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until 
1862.  He  was  bright,  ambitious  and  studious,  and 
made  good  use  of  his  meager  opportunities,  and 
after  emerging  from  his  training  at  the  pioneer 
school,  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  drug-store,  and  at  the 
same  time  pursued  his  further  studies  at  Cornell 
College.  He  was  thus  occupied  until  May,  1864. 
The  war  had  been  in  progress  about  three  years 
and  was  not  yet  ended,  but  on  the  contrary,  there 
seemed  to  be  the  need  of  additional  troops.  Mr. 
Myers  laid  aside  his  personal  interests  to  become  a 
soldier  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  Co.  D,  44th  Iowa 
Vol.  Inf.,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Soon  after  his  enlistment,  Mr.  Myers  started 
south  with  his  regiment,  which  made  its  first  stop¬ 
ping-place  at  Memphis.  He  was  appointed  assist¬ 
ant  steward  in  the  hospital,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  fulfilling  his 
duties  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  honorable  discharge,  returned  to  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  resumed  his  duties  as  a  drug  clerk,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  1866.  He  then  purchased 
the  drug-store  of  Kepler  Bros.,  and  has  occupied 
that  location  engaged  in  the  same  business,  contin¬ 
uously  since  that  time,  a  period  of  twenty  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  has  built  up  a  remunerative 
trade,  and  is  popularly  known  throughout  Linn 
County  as  one  of  her  best  citizens  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  business  men. 

Mr.  Myers,  during  this  time,  has  not  confined 
himself  to  the  drug  business  alone,  but  has  become 
a  landed  proprietor,  and  the  owner  of  quite  an  es¬ 
tate  in  Hughes  and  Ifyde  Counties,  Dak.  He  has 
also  invested  in  land  in  Butler  County,  Neb.,  and 
alternates  his  duties  in  the  city  by  frequent  visits 
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to  the  West,  as  a  means  of  both  recreation  and 
profit. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  .Joseph  V.  Myers  and  Miss 
Mary  A.  Bauman  was  celebrated  in  1872.  Mrs. 
Myers  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Bauman.  Mr. 
Myers  has  been  prominent  in  the  political  as  well 
as  the  business  interests  of  his  community.  He  was 
City  Recorder  for  seven  years,  and  as  such  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  Council  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
lie  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Mayor  of  the 
city.  In  politics  he  is  now  independent.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  he  voted  for  Grant  the  second  time.  He  is  a 
man  of  strong  force  of  character  and  decided 
views,  and  has  attained  his  present  position  solely 
upon  his  own  merits,  and  the  qualities  which  nature 
has  lavishly  bestowed  upon  him. 
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JOSEPH  F.  SWAB.  Among  the  business 
firms  of  Cedar  Rapids  that  have  established 
a  reputation  for  fair  and  straightforward 
dealing  and  have  built  up  a  good  and  lucra¬ 
tive  trade,  is  that  of  Swab  Bros.,  dealers  in  hard¬ 
ware  and  dairy  supplies  at  Nos.  8  and  10  North 
First  street,  and  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member. 
Joseph  F.  Swab  was  born  Jan.  9,  1851,  in  Bo¬ 
hemia,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Swab,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  family  in  1854,  and  settled 
in  Cedar  Rapids. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  on  locating  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  but  is  at 
present  living  retired  from  the  active  labor  of  life. 
His  good  wife  departed  this  life  in  1878.  They 
had  a  large  family  of  children,  thirteen  in  number, 
but  only  five  are  now  living:  William,  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Rapids;  Mary,  Mrs.  Barger,  also  a  resident 
of  that  place;  Joseph  F.,  our  subject;  Frank,  resid¬ 
ing  at  Cedar  Rapids;  and  Charles  H.,  a  partner  of 
the  subject  of  this  notice  in  the  business  stated. 
John  Swab  was  a  Republican  in  politics  until  1876; 
during  that  year  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  has  since  continued  to  vote  with 


and  work  for  its  success.  Coming  to  Cedar  Rap-  : 
ids  in  an  early  day,  and  engaging  in  business  and  $ 
continuing  in  the  same,  he  used  what  means  he  ac-  3 
cumulated  as  well  as  his  time  in  the  upbuilding  of  i  ! 
the  city,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  her  prominent 
and  respected  citizens. 

Joseph  F.  Swab  attended  school  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  in  the  produce  busi¬ 
ness,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  three  years.  Going 
thence  to  A.  C.  Churchill,  he  apprenticed  himself  to  § 
learn  the  tinning  business,  and  after  working  at  it 
until  1872,  he  embarked  in  the  tin  and  stove  trade. 

In  1881  he  purchased  the  lot  where  he  is  at  present 
located,  and  erected  thereon  a  business  house  40x 
140  in  dimensions.  The  firm  is  carrying  on  quite  an 
extensive  business  and  employs  from  ten  to  fifteen 
men. 

Mr.  Swab  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Biskup, 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Josie  Biskup,  of  Cedar  Rap-  - 
ids,  and  they  have  four  children — Aloisus,  Henry, 
Wilhelmina,  and  Joseph  F.,  Jr.  Mr.  Swab  is  a  h  u 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  :  I 
Masonic  fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Turner’s  f- 
Society.  In  addition  to  his  property  interests  here, 
he  has  282  acres  of  lands  in  Florida  which  he  ex¬ 
pects  to  improve.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  having 
accumulated  what  he  has  of  this  world’s  goods  him-  I 
self,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  foremost  3  i 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
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S.  RICKARD.  This  gentleman,  who  is  a 
native  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  was 
born  Nov.  13,  1817.  He  was  reared  under 
the  paternal  roof  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  receiv-  3 
ing  a  common-school  education,  and  after  arriving  (; 
at  the  age  of  maturity  was  married  tnere,  Feb.  26, 
1846.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Mary 
Johnson,  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  himself. 

She  was  born  Nov.  25,  1816,  and  died  Jan.  25, 
1872.  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  Pennsylvania 
farmer,  whose  name  was  Robert  Johnson.  He  was 
a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  came  to  this 
country  when  a  3roung  man,  settling  in  Pennsylva-  t 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  ^ 
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Mary  Laramore.  The  parents  of  onr  subject  are 
both  deceased,  their  lives  having  terminated  in  the 
State  and  county  of  their  birth. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Rickard  remained  in  Pennsylvania 
some  eighteen  months  after  his  marriage.  At  that 
time  the  young  and  growing  State  of  Iowa  was  re¬ 
ceiving  much  attention  from  the  Eastern  people, 
and  after  much  careful  thought  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  an  aid  to  his  prosperity,  Mr.  Rickard  de¬ 
termined  to  sever  the  old  ties  and  establish  a 
home  in  the  Hawkeye  State.  After  this  determina¬ 
tion  was  settled  upon  he  was  not  long  in  carrying 
it  into  execution.  After  passing  beyond  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  the  borders  of  Iowa,  his  course  led 
him  into  the  county  of  Linn  and  township  of 
Rapids.  He  found  himself  in  a  wild  and  compar¬ 
atively  unsettled  territory,  but  his  courage  was  great 
and  he  at  once  selected  an  unbroken  tract  of  eighty 
acres  which  he  immediately  commenced  to  improve 
and  cultivate.  His  land  originally  cost  him  $1.25 
per  acre,  some  of  which  he  sold  for  $300  per  acre. 
His  good  wife  seconded  all  his  efforts  toward  im¬ 
provements,  and  bravely  stood  by  him.  Their 
neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  but  it  was  not 
very  long  until  others,  who  were  as  enterprising  as 
himself,  began  to  settle  around  him,  and  they  soon 
found  themselves  not  far  from  the  limits  of  a  thriv¬ 
ing  little  village.  Here  he  established  a  good  home 
which  he  enjoyed  for  a  number  of  years.  He  sub¬ 
sequently,  however,  disposed  of  the  larger  portion 
of  his  acreage  and  now  lives  in  retirement,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickard  have  reared  a  fine  family 
of  six  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Wesley 
C.  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Lucy  Gillett; 
she  is  now  deceased,  leaving  her  husband  and  three 
interesting  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  This  son 
is  now  in  the  West.  Anna,  a  daughter,  resides  at 
home ;  William  C.  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Hanna; 
they  have  two  children  and  reside  in  the  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids;  Rebecca,  Robert  and  Sylvia  are 
remaining  at  home  with  their  father. 

Mr.  Rickard  with  his  family  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  as  was 
his  wife  during  her  lifetime.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  whose  principles  he  believes  in 
honestly  and  sincerely,  and  he  casts  his  vote  with 


this  party  whenever  opportunity  occurs.  From  the 
time  of  his  entrance  into  the  community  he  became  1 
interested  in  its  welfare,  and  has  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  a  good  citizen,  lending  a  helping  hand  at  every 
opportunity  in  aiding  it  to  become  one  of  the  firstly 
in  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  has  been  an  honest  and  J 
upright  citizen,  and  as  such  enjoys  the  respect  and  1 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  give  his  portrait  in  connection  with  this 
brief  sketch  of  his  life. 


ON.  ELIJAH  DICK  WALN,  a  pioneer  of 
Franklin  Township,  at  present  residing 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  whose  portrait  we  give 
in  connection  with  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Va.,  Dec.  29,  1814.  His  father, 
Samuel  Wain,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as 
his  son,  and  was  born  Nov.  19,  1788.  His  father, 
Joseph  Wain,  grandfather  of  Elijah,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  was  one  of  the  descendants  of 
Nicholas  Wain,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  one  of  a  number  who  settled  in  Philadelphia 
not  long  after  William  Penn.  The  grandfather 
owned  the  farm  at  the  cross-roads  of  the  Pack-horse 
and  Winchester  Roads,  which  was  a  large  and  valu- 
able  estate.  His  house  was  a  large  frame  building, 
and  he  kept  tavern  there  for  many  years,  and  died 
•  there  in  1814.  The  maiden  name  of  the  grand- 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary  Bonard  and  her 
native  home  was  Virginia.  Her  father,  Henry  Bo¬ 
nard,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  died  in  Virginia 
at  the  venerable  age  of  one  hundred  and  ten  years, 
the  date  of  his  demise  being  1824.  He  enlisted  in 
the  German  army  when  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
was  captured  by  the  French,  and  being  kept  in 
prison  by  them,  almost  lost  his  life  from  the  filth 
and  vermin  of  the  place  in  which  he  was  confined. 
To  escape  death  he  enlisted  in  the  French  army  to 
fight  against  the  English,  and  was  captured  by  them, 
and  being  thrown  into  an  English  prison,  concluded 
the  best  thing  he  could  do  would  be  to  join  the  En¬ 
glish  army,  which  he  did,  and  was  sent  to  America 
during  the  Revolutionary  War,  to  assist  in  suppress¬ 
ing  the  rebellious  colonists.  While  fighting  in  this 
country,  upon  the  part  of  the  English  Government, 
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dren ;  was  reared  on  his 
ing  man’s  estate  was 
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he  was  again  captured,  and  this  time  he  united  with 
the  colonists,  not  for  the  same  reason  he  had  united 
with  the  French  and  English,  but  because  he  learned 
that  they  were  lighting  for  freedom,  and  his  heart 
was  full  of  sympathy  for  them.  It  was  the  first  he 
had  ever  heard  of  a  Republic,  and  when  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  a  free  Government  were  explained  to  him 
he  readily  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  do  his 
part  toward  maintaining  it,  and,  enlisting  with  the 
colonists,  he  fought  bravely  and  well  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  they  had  obtained  their  independ¬ 
ence.  lie  was  then  sixty  years  of  age,  and  forty  - 
four  years  of  his  life  had  been  passed  as  a  soldier, 
lie  had  heard  no  tidings  from  his  relatives  during 
all  his  term  of  service  and  could  find  no  trace  of 
them.  After  the  war  he  was  married  and  reared 
two  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  our  subject’s 
grandmother. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  nine  chil- 
his  father’s  farm,  and  on  reach- 
married  to  Margaret  Dick. 
She  was  born  Sept.  12,  1789,  in  Frederick  County, 
Ya.  Samuel  Wain  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller 
in  early  life,  and  after  his  marriage  rented  a  farm, 
which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  running1  a 
fiouriug-mill  in  Frederick  County  (afterward  Mor¬ 
gan)  for  several  years.  He  then  rented  a  farm  on 
the  cape,  Cape  Horn  River,  in  Morgan  County,  W. 
Ya.,  and  there  followed  his  chosen  calling  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  May  25,  1829.  Of  his  un¬ 
ion  with  Miss  Dick  six  children  were  born,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters — Elijah  Dick,  William, 
Hetty  Ann,  Juliett  A.,  Joseph  and  Sarah  J. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  In  1830,  our 
subject’s  mother  with  her  family  removed  to  Picka¬ 
way  County,  Ohio,  making  the  journey  overland 
with  a  horse  team.  Two  years  later  the  mother 
married  a  farmer  in  that  county,  and  continued  to 
reside  there  until  her  death,  which  occurred  Sept. 
12,  1868. 

Elijah  Wain,  being  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  chil¬ 
dren,  at  the  death  of  his  father  had  the  care  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters  until  the  second  marriage  of 
his  mother.  He  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  re¬ 
tail  store  in  Highland  County,  and  a  wholesale  store 
for  three  years,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Having,  by 
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the  strictest  economy,  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a  sum  of  money,  he  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and 
a  boat,  and  transacted  a  business  in  general  mer¬ 
chandise  at  various  points  along  the  Ohio  River, 
lie  operated  in  this  manner  for  one  year  and  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  C.  D.  Empson,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Empson  &  Wain,  and  they  opened  a 
store  where  he  carried  on  business  in  a  similar  man¬ 
ner.  They  located  at  Lexington,  Ohio,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  business  until  1840.  Mr.  Wain  then  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest  in  merchandise,  purchased  a 
farm  in  Ohio,  which  he  operated  for  a  while,  then 
sold  out  and  determined  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  He  set  out  for  Iowa,  with  six  horses  § 
and  two  wagons  loaded  with  a  few  necessary  house¬ 
hold  goods.  They  made  the  journey  overland,  and 
camped  and  cooked  by  the  wayside.  He  purchased 
a  claim  consisting  of  one-half  of  section  1 2  of  what 
is  now  Bertram  Township,  paying  therefor  $1,200. 
Upon  it  was  a  log  cabin  and  there  were  about  fifty 
acres  broken  and  fenced.  The  family  made  them¬ 
selves  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  their  humble 
dwelling,  and  their  father  immediately  commenced 
his  farming  operations.  The  nearest  market  was 
at  Dubuque,  sixty-five  miles  distant,  the  nearest 
mill  at  Otter  Creek,  twenty-four  miles  distant,  the 
bolt  being  run  by  hand  power;  the  buhrs  were 
boulders  from  the  prairie.  After  a  time  they  went 
to  the  Wapsipinicon,  afterward  to  Maquoketa,  fort}’ 
miles  distant,  and  the  embryo  village  of  Marion, 
twelve  miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  post-office,  the 
lowest  rate  of  postage  from  Ohio  being  twenty-five 
cents  per  letter. 

Mr.  Wain  entered  his  land  from  the  Government 
as  soon  as  it  came  into  market,  secured  his  title  and 
remained  upon  it  until  1848.  He  then  removed  to 
what  is  the  present  site  of  Mt.  Vernon,  erected  a 
store  building,  put  in  a  stock  of  goods,  and  opened 
the  first  store  at  that  place.  He  kept  a  general 
stock  of  everything  required  in  those  primitive 
days,  and  continued  thus  occupied  until  1860,  when 
he  sold  out  and  resumed  farming,  and  was  remarka¬ 
bly  successful. 

Mr.  W.  was  married,  Sept.  12,  1835,  to  Miss  Mary 
J.  Adams.  She  was  a  native  of  Highland  County, 
Ohio,  born  April  23,  1819,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Adams,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  one  of 
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Territory  of  Dakota.  They  started  on  April  27.  and 
returned  September  18,  during  this  time  visiting  six 
different  States  and  traveling  over  4,000  miles.  Mr. 
Wain  wrote  a  series  of  interesting  letters  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  journey,  which  were  published  in  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Haickeye ,  and  read  with  great  interest 
by  all  concerned.  He  possesses  considerable  liter¬ 
ary  talent,  and  was  formerly  a  contributor  to  differ¬ 
ent  papers,  his  articles  embracing  both  poetry  and 
prose.  He  has  contributed  his  share  toward  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  his  community  and  count}7,  substan¬ 
tially,  morally  and  intellectually,  and  in  the  estima¬ 
tion  of  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens  receives  most 
cordially  the  plaudit  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant.” 


a  household  of  ten  children.  The  record  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wain’s  family  is  as  follows :  Alonzo  lives 
in  Fayette  County,  Iowa ;  Melissa  is  the  wife  of 
Hon.  George  W.  Hayzlett,  of  Laporte,  Black  Hawk 
County;  Anne  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  Henry  D. 
Fullerton,  and  they  live  in  Clarion,  Vi  right  Co., 
Iowa;  Cinderella  is  the  wife  Of  Robert  L.  4\  ilson, 
of  Springfield,  Dak. ;  Josephine  R.  married  Albert  C. 
Powers,  of  Peoria,  Ill. ;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of 
William  T.  Wright,  and  is  residing  in  .Kansas ; 
George  lives  in  Wright  County,  Iowa;  Charles  was 
fatally  injured  at  Cedar  Rapids  while  boarding 
a  railroad  train,  in  August  1877,  he  was  aged 
twenty  years  and  six  months;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
T.  C.  Foley,  of  Franklin  Township ;  Edith  married 


YLYANUS  DIX,  an  honored  pioneer  of 

resident  of  Jackson 


Linn  County  and  a 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Waynfe  County,  Pa.  ; 

^ ^  born  July  8,  1826.  His  father,  John  Dix,  [}■ 
was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  and  a  farmer  by  pi 
occupation.  He  died  in  his  native  county  when  |  ;  jj 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  a  little  lad  of  six 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  Sylvanus  Tj]  jj 
Dix  went  to  live  with  his  brother-in-law,  and  four 
years  later  went  to  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  and  j??!j 
there  grew  to  manhood.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Champaign  County,  where  he  remained  until  after 
his  marriage.  He  secured  a  small  farm  of  fifty  jj 
acres,  upon  which  he  lived  five  vears,  then  sold  it  =  "/ 
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laboriously  effected,  sometimes  by  horses,  but  often 
by  ox-teams.  Mr.  Dix,  however,  possessed  the 
true  pioneer  spirit.  Amid  all  the  difficulties  sur¬ 
rounding-  the  early  settler,  he  had  no  thought  of 
retreating,  but  pushed  ahead,  and  was  finally  re¬ 
warded  by  becoming  established  in  a  comfortable 
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home,  amid  fields  of  growing  grain,  which  yielded 
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him  a  competency.  lie  has  remained  upon  the 
original  purchase,  and  now  has  1  CO  acres  of  finely 
cultivated  land,  a  good  dwelling,  and  convenient 
barns  and  outhouses.  The  house  which  he  origin- 

O 

ally  occupied  was  of  hewed  logs,  and  considered  a 
fine  structure  at  that  early  day.  It  stood  near  the 
main  road  and  became  a  pleasant  place  of  resort 
for  many  a  weary  traveler,  and  Mr.  Dix  and  his  wife 
possessed  that  spirit  of  hospitality  which  was  doubly 
grateful  in  a  country  where  residences  were  few 
and  far  between. 

Mr.  Dix  was  married,  Oct.  2,  1851,  to  Miss  Sa¬ 
mantha  Fairchild.  She  is  a  native  of  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  born  Jan.  12,  1829,  and  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Fairchild.  Her  mother  was  a  native  of 
Essex,  Conn.,  and  her  father  was  the  son  of  Dan 
Fairchild,  an  early  settler  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  who 
assisted  at  the  burial  of  Ethan  Allen.  He  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  1813, 
being  an  early  settler  there.  He  lived  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  and  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Reu¬ 
ben  Fairchild,  where  his  life  terminated. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Dix  went  to  Ohio  in  1813, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1855  he  came  into  Linn  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at 
the  home  of  his  son  John,  in  Spring  Grove  Town¬ 
ship.  He  married  Miss  Aseneth  Fay,  daughter  of 
Salmon  P.  and  Azubah  (Packard)  Fay,  a  native  of 
Essex,  Vt.,  who  remained  the  faithful  companion 

fof  her  husband  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  our  subject. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dix  six  children 
have  been  born,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 


Harley  lives  in  this  township;  John  in  Wright 
County ;  Ethan  in  Jackson  Township,  on  the  home 
place ;  Marcia  M.  became  the  wife  of  Milo  Ware; 
Juliette  and  Emily  AVr.  are  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dix  was  formerly  Democratic, 
but  has  since  found  reason  to  change  his  opinion, 
and  has  voted  the  Republican  ticket  since  1860. 


He  is  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  township,  and  in 
his  private  and  public  life  is  conscientiously  fulfill- 


all  the  duties  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good  cit¬ 


izen. 


1 


i 
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LVA  W.  BENTON.  During  the  decade 
between  1850  and  1860,  settlers  poured 
into  Iowa  very  rapidly,  and  many  of  the 
leading  men  of  to-day  came  in  during  this 
Among  the  prominent  agriculturists  of 
Linn  County  who  sought  its  fair  and  fertile  prai¬ 
ries  at  this  time  was  Mr.  Benton  of  this  sketch,  who 
to-day  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  32,  Maine 
Township.  His  parents,  Allen  and  Diami  (Walker) 
Benton,  were  natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  de-  r 
scendants  from  that  old  stock  which  has  exerted  in 
so  signal  a  manner  wisdom  and  energy  in  implant¬ 
ing  the  seeds  of  freedom,  piety  and  learning,  the 
fruits  of  which  are  so  richly  enjoyed  from  the  At¬ 
lantic  to  the  Pacific.  They  emigrated  to  Ohio  in 
the  year  1831,  settling  in  Medina  County,  where 
they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 

Alva  Benton  was  born  while  his  parents  were 
yet  residents  of  Massachusetts,  as  we  find  the  date 
of  this  event  to  have  been  Oct.  22,  1826.  He  was 


therefore  but  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
turned  their  faces  westward.  He  was  reared  in 


Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  he  availed  himself 
ol  all  the  privileges  of  instruction  afforded  in  that 
neighborhood.  He  remained  there,  devoting  his 
attention  to  agriculture,  until  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  during  the  meantime  he  had  taken 
unto  himself  a  wife,  in  the  person  of  Lovina  J. 
Case,  daughter  of  John  and  Emeline  (Sharp)  Case. 
The  marriage  ceremony  was  celebrated  in  Medina 
County,  Sept.  5,  1852. 


During  the  period  above  referred  to,  when  the 


influx  into  this  State  was  great,  we  find  among  the 
number  Mr.  Benton.  In  the  latter  part  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  1853,  he  arrived  here,  and  rented  land  until 
his  settlement  in  Maine  Township,  in  1869.  He 
bought  174  acres  in  that  and  Brown  Townships, 
upon  which  he  erected  an  excellent  set  of  farm 


buildings. 


He  is  now  the  fortunate  possessor  of 
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277  acres  of  valuable  land.  This  is  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  his  own  earnest  efforts,  having  only  about 
$100  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 

During  the  trying  days  of  our  country’s  peril 
Mr.  Benton  was  ready  to  go  to  her  assistance.  The 
patriotic  principles  of  his  old  New  England  ances¬ 
try  prompted  him  to  present  himself  to  his  coun¬ 
try’s  need.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  24th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  and  served  faithfully  for  about  twenty-three 
months,  when  he  was  discharged  at  New  Orleans 
on  account  of  disability.  He  returned  to  his  home, 
and  as  soon  as  able  resumed  the  quiet  pursuits  of 
farm  life  in  Maine  Township,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  party. 

Mrs.  Benton,  who  was  born  near  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
July  10,  1835,  has,  by  her  union  with  our  subject, 
become  the  mother  of  eight  children — Alonzo  A., 
Charles  G.,  Bertie  M.,  Edward  C.,  Frank  A.,  Mary 
L.,  Almeda  D.  and  Mabel  E.  The  eldest  married 
Emma  Elliston,  and  resides  in  Buffalo  Township; 
Mary  L.  died  in  Maine  Township,  in  July,  1866. 

fi?  SAAC  W.  CARROLL.  This  gentleman,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Rapids  Township,  represents  a  worthy 
/i\  specimen  of  the  pioneer  element  of  Linn  Coun¬ 
ty,  having  come  hither  while  this  proud  young 
commonwealth  was  still  a  Territory.  He  is  a  native 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  Oct.  1, 1829.  His 
parents  were  Americans,  his  father  being  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire  and  his  mother  of  Vermont. 
The  name  of  the  father  was  Isaac,  and  that  of  the 
mother  Lovina.  They  were  reared  in  New  York 
State,  and  went  to  Canada,  taking  with  them  their 
three  children ;  four  other  children  were  afterward 
born  to  them. 

Isaac  W.  Carroll  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  States,  journeyed  west  to  Iowa,  and  settled 
in  Rapids  Township,  on  or  near  the  Cedar  Rapids 
and  Marion  Boulevarde,  on  the  site  which  now  con¬ 
stitutes  the  homestead ;  the  country  was  then  very 
thinly  settled,  and  there  were  few  signs  of  life  be¬ 
sides  wild  animals  and  wild  Indians.  The  father 
made  a  claim  of  160  acres,  cultivated  and  improved 
it,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts  of 


land  in  that  vicinity.  The  decease  of  the  parents 
took  place  in  this  county,  that  of  the  father  occur¬ 
ring  while  he  resided  on  the  farm,  and  that  of  the 
mother  some  time  later  in  Cedar  Rapids.  They 
were  active  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  set  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  before  their 
children. 

The  subject  of  our  narration  commenced  his  bat¬ 
tle  with  the  world  early  in  life;  he  was  energetic 
and  industrious,  and  with  the  courage  of  youth  and 
high  hopes,  set  about  the  carving  out  of  his  fort¬ 
une.  His  first  busiuess  transactions  were  in  the 
lumber  trade,  in  which  he  was  associated  with  J.  F. 
Charles,  and  later  on  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  same  partner  for  fifteen  years.  He 
then  sold  out  his  interest  on  account  of  failing- 
health,  and  retired  to  his  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  has  since  occupied,  superintending  its  cul¬ 
tivation.  The  homestead  is  a  model  one  in  every 
respect,  evincing  on  every  side  the  thrift  and  en¬ 
terprise  of  its  proprietor. 

Isaac  W.  Carroll  and  Miss  Mary  C.  Steadman 
were  united  in  marriage  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mrs.  Carroll  is  a  native  of  Meigs 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Oct.  6,  1839,  coming 
with  her  parents  to  Iowa  while  a  young  girl.  Her 
father,  Mr.  E.  II.  Steadman,  was  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  of  New  England  parentage,  and  was  married 
in  Meigs  County,  whither  he  had  come  with  his 
father,  Rev.  Eli  Steadman,  a  Baptist  minister.  The 
latter  was  an  early  settler  of  the  county  named,  and 
died  there.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary 
Gates;  she  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  emigrated  to 
Ohio  with  her  husband,  and  also  died  in  the  above 
named  county.  Afterward  Mr.  Steadman  married 
Miss  Adeline  Elliott,  who  was  a  native  of  Meigs 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Lucy 
(Putnam)  Elliott.  They  came  from  Salem,  Mass.; 
the  father  was  a  leader  in  politics,  and  one  of  the 
best  educated  men  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  also  pos¬ 
sessing  considerable  literary  talent.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Putnam,  was  a  cousin 
of  Gen.  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  She  was  a 
woman  of  great  force  of  character,  rare  intelligence, 
and  terminated  her  life  in  Meigs  County,  Ohio. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  C.  were  united  in  marriage 
at  Chester,  Meigs  Co.,  Ohio,  April  20,  1837.  The 
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father  was  one  of  the  most  successful  merchants  in 
Meigs  County.  The  mother’s  death  took  place  in 
that  county,  Sept.  17, 1854,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four 
years  and  six  months.  Subsequently. the  father  and 
five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Carroll  was  the  eldest 
but  one,  came  to  Linn  Comity,  and  here  the  father 
identified  himself  fully  with  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  State.  lie  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  held  prominent 
official  positions.  At  present  he  is  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Vinton,  Benton  County.  With  one  excep- 
jj|  tion,  the  children  are  all  living,  and  the  record  is  as 
follows:  E.  Madison  married  Mrs.  McLaughlin, and 
is  connected  with  the  United  States  Secret  Service; 
he  represented  Benton  County  two  terms  in  the 
Legislature  with  great  credit,  and  has  been  a  pros¬ 
perous  merchant  at  Vinton;  Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of 
our  subject;  E.  D.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Donelan, 
and  is  now  County  Treasurer  of  Benton  County ; 
he  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  and  ranks  among  the  popular  poli¬ 
ticians  of  Benton  County ;  Albert  P.  married  Miss 
Lucy  Markley ;  he  went  into  the  army  as  a  drum¬ 
mer  boy  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  endured  as  a 
soldier  the  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  war, 
returned  home  safely,  and  died  in  Vinton  in  1883; 
Addie  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Ilollenback,  a  resident  of 
Fullerton,  Neb.,  and  now  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  The  father  of  the  above-named  children 
became  a  soldier  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and 
assisted  in  raising  Co.  A,  37th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
known  as  the  “  Greybeards.”  He  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  when  first  mustered  in. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  W.  Carroll  have  become  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased  :  Bessie  is  the  wife  of  T.  M.  Fleming,  the 
popular  and  well-known  partner  in  the  firm  of  G.  M. 
Umpstead  &  Co.;  she  is  a  lady  of  excellent  educa¬ 
tion,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child ;  Charles 
D.,  who  is  at  home;  Frank  is  connected  with  the 
Consolidated  Tank  Line  Company,  as  clerk;  the 
laining  two  are  Willie  H.  and  Carrie  M.  The 
deceased  were  Flora,  Minnie  and  Eva,  all  of  whom 
died  in  infancy. 

The  first  log  cabin  in  the  county  was  built  by  the 
father  of  our  subject,  and  it  was  for  some  years  the 
finest  dwelling  in  that  vicinity.  They  commenced 


at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  but  perseveringly  climbed 
up  step  by  step,  and  in  course  of  time  were  enabled 
to  review  the  result  of  their  labors  with  genuine 
satisfaction.  They  endured  with  courage  and  for¬ 
titude  all  the  hardships  incident  to  early  pioneer 
life,  and  became  among  the  most  worthy  and  es¬ 
teemed  citizens  of  the  community  which  they  had 
aided  to  establish  and  build  up.  To  the  rising  gen¬ 
eration  they  furnish  an  example  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion,  and  the  remembrance  of  their  good  deeds  will 
follow  them  for  many  years. 


HARLES  O.  PLUMLY.  This  highly  es¬ 
teemed  citizen  of  Maine  Township  is  one 
of  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county, 
and  can  boast  of  a  residence  here  of  over  thirty 
years.  He  has  assisted  in  building  up  the  county 
and  community,  and  has  watched  with  interest  the 
advancing  steps  of  progress  and  civilization.  It 
has  been  an  interesting  review,  in  which  he  may 
justly  feel  pride  in  having  been  a  sharer. 

Mr.  Plumly  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been 
born  in  Morgan  County,  that  State,  April  30,  1841. 
His  parents  were  Osborn  and  Hannah  (Eaves) 
Plumly,  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  They 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  settled  there, 
where  the  father  died  in  the  summer  of  1841.  The 
mother  afterward  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Boone 
County,  where  she  still  resides.  Their  little  family 
comprised  three  children — James  S.,  Marius  R.  and 
Charles  O.,  our  subject. 

At  the  time  of  the  decease  of  his  father  Charles 
O.  Plumly  was  a  child  about  three  months  old. 
When  five  years  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle 
in  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  until 
twelve  years  old.  His  uncle,  Thomas  Pearson, 
then  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  the  lad  accompanied 
him,  and  remained  with  him  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  old.  They  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State  in 
April,  1853,  and  at  the  age  above  named  Mr. 
Plumly  became  practically  his  own  man,  and  began 
to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  He  worked  by  the 
month  for  the  farmers  in  that  vicinity  as  opportun¬ 
ity  offered,  and  by  his  industry  and  honesty  made 
many  friends.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
home  of  his  own  would  be  both  convenient  and 
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comfortable,  and  accordingly  proffered  his  hand 
to  Miss  Melinda  Rhoten.  and  their  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  March  4,  1866.  Mrs.  Plainly  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Hazelrigg)  Rhoten 
(see  sketch  of  Alexander  Rhoten,  deceased).  She 
was  born  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  Oct.  14,  1846,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  five  children — Irving  A.,  Lena  B.,  James 
L.,  George  and  Albert  R. ;  Irving  A.  and  Albert 
R.  are  deceased. 

At  the  time  of  locating  upon  his  land  Mr.  Plumly 
found  very  much  to  occupy  his  time  and  energies. 
It  was  comparatively  unimproved,  as  was  much  of 
the  land  around  him,  and  in  common  with  the 
other  pioneers  he  labored  industriously  to  bring  it 
to  a  state  suitable  for  the  growing  of  marketable 
crops.  Prosperity  attended  him  in  his  efforts,  his 
good  wife  aided  him  in  the  accumulation  of  money 
and  the  art  of  saving  it,  and  in  due  time  he  found 
himself  the  possessor,  by  purchase,  of  197  broad 
acres,  free  from  incumbrance.  A  part  of  this  lies 
in  Brown  Township.  His  homestead  comprises  a 
substantial  farmhouse  and  all  necessary  barns  and 
out-buildings  for  the  storage  of  grain  and  the  shel¬ 
ter  of  stock.  He  has  a  good  assortment  of  farm 
implements  of  the  latest  improved  style,  and  is  car¬ 
rying  on  agriculture  by  the  best  methods  known. 

Mr.  Plumly  is  a  man  of  good  standing  in  his 
community,  and  socialty  is  a  member  of  Springfield 
Lodge,  No.  139,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Politically  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  votes  uniformly  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  with  that  party.  He  is  a  man  of  liberal 
ideas,  temperate  in  his  expression  of  his  opinions, 
and  possessing  all  those  qualities  which  constitute 
an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 


EDWIN  SURD,  M.  D.,  is  a  popular  and  suc¬ 
cessful  physician  and  citizen  of  Lisbon.  He 
has  been  a  resident  here  for  many  years  and 
has  fully  identified  himself  with  the  interests  and 
the  welfare  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  Warren 
County,  Sept.  9,  1846.  His  father,  John  Burd,  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State,  and  his 
grandfather,  Henry  Burd,  an  agriculturist  by  occu- 
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pation,  spent  the  most  of  his  life,  and  ended  his 
days  in  Warren  County. 

John  Burd,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  continued  in  this  honorable  voca¬ 
tion  until  his  retirement,  and  is  now  living  in  his ; 
native  county.  He  married  Miss  Susanna  Albert¬ 
son,  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  daughter  of 
Henry  Albertson.  They  were  a  fine  family  and  of 
Holland  ancestry,  and  our  subject’s  parents  still  jtyjk 
live  in  the  town  of  Delaware,  N.  J.,  retired  from 
active  life,  and  enjoying  a  competency,  after  years 
of  industrious  labor.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Besides 
our  subject  was  his  sister  Sarah,  now  the  wife  of 
Clive  Allen,  who  resides  with  her  husband  in  Dela¬ 
ware,  N.  J.  The  youngest  child,  named  Mary, 
died  when  an  interesting  young  lady  eighteen  years 
of  age. 

Edwin  Burd  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  Chil¬ 
dren.  He  remained  at  home  and  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  at  which  he  continued  until  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  entered  Oxford  Seminary, 
at  which  he  remained  a  student  one  year,  after 
which  he  entered  Belvidere  Academy,  and  com¬ 
pleted  another  year’s  course.  He  then  commenced 
to  learn  telegraphy  and  operated  the  keys  for  six 
years,  and  soon  afterward  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Prof.  T.  C.  Yeager,  of  Allentown, 

Pa.,  and  remained  in  his  office  for  two  years.  We 
then  find  him  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Osmun  at  Dela¬ 
ware,  N.  J.,  whence  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  on 
March  14,  1871.  He  came  into  Iowa  locating  at 
Lisbon,  April  24,  that  same  year,  and  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  engaged  in  practice  since  that  time.  In 
1881  and  1882  he  attended  Hahnemann  College, 
Chicago,  and  graduated  from  there  in  March.  He 
was  thus  fitted  in  an  eminent  degree  for  the  duties 
that  lay  before  him,  and  his  subsequent  career  has 
proved  how  thorough  was  his  instruction  and  in 
what  manner  he  profited  by  it. 

He  is  a  prominent  man  among  his  professional 
brethren,  and  an  influential  member  of  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society,  also  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Union  Medical  Society,  and  was  Secretary  of  the 
same  for  several  years,  and  was  also  for  several 
years,  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  1st  Regiment, 
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I.  N.  G.  Mr.  Burd  was  married  A pril  20,  1871, 
to  Miss  Mary  Bacher,  a  native  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Amos  and  Isabella  (Horn) 
Bacher.  Their  union  has  been  blest  by  the 
birth  of  six  children:  Edith  May,  Laura  Daisy  and 
Charles,  are  living;  John  Edwin  died  aged  four 
months,  Arthur  Hamilton,  one  year,  and  George 
Raymond  aged  five  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burd  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Dr.  Burd  socially  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Vernon 
Lodge  No.  112,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Trowel  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  41),  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  force  of  character,  well  bred  and  well  in¬ 
formed,  an  ornament  to  his  profession,  air  excel¬ 
lent  business  man,  and  one  whose  opinions  are  held 
in  great  deference  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has 
assisted  in  raising  the  standard  of  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  in  Linn  County,  and  may  view  with  satis¬ 
faction  the  record  of  an  upright  and  worthy  life. 

R.  JOHN  F.  ELY,  a  retired  physician  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  born  June  25,  1821.  His  parents  were 
Judge  Elisha  and  Hannah  (Dickinson)  Ely, 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  Elisha  Ely  was  born 
April  27,  1784.  and  was  a  descendant  of  Nathaniel 
Ely,  who  came  from  England  as  early  as  1634,  set¬ 
tling  first  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  afterward  at 
Springfield,  where  he  died  Dec.  25,  1675.  Mrs. 
Hannah  Ely,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born 
March  4,  1786,  and  departed  this  life  at  Rochester, 
in  1882.  Judge  Ely  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1833,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
force  of  character,  highly  respected,  and  died  uni¬ 
versally  lamented  on  the  3d  day  of  November, 
f854.  His  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  John  F.,  George 
H.  and  Samuel  P.  The  sons  possess  many  of  the 
traits  of  the  father,  and  are  successfully  engaged 
in  business.  They  have  received  a  fine  education, 
and  are  all  graduates  of  Williams  College,  Mass. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  began  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Willard  Parker,  of 
New  York,  and  took  a  final  course  at  the  College 


of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  March,  1848.  He 
came  to  his  present  location  in  October  of  the  same 
year,  entered  practice  and  has  been  a  resident  here 
since  that  time.  He  lias  contributed  his  share 
toward  every  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community  in  which  he  lives.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  Rebellion,  Dr.  Ely  entered  the  service  as  Sur¬ 
geon  of  the  24th  Regiment,  Iowa  Volunteers,  and 
was  soon  engaged  as  Medical  Director  of  the  divi¬ 
sions  of  Gens.  C.  B,  Uiske  and  A.  P.  Ilovey,  of 
the  13th  Army  Corps,  where  he  distinguished  him¬ 
self  as  a  practitioner  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
and  won  the  high  approval  of  his  superior  officers. 
His  arduous  duties  soon  had  their  effect  on  his 
health,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  position  in 
June,  1863. 

Dr.  Ely  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Ashley,  Jan.  17,  1853.  Mrs.  Ely  is  the  daughter 
of  John  Weare,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  formerly  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  one  child,  JohnS.,  bom  Nov. 
13,  1853,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Isaac  H. 
Shaver,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  one  child— Bessie 
E.  He  is  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  the  real 
estate  business. 


©ASPER  SCHAEFER.  The  subject  of  this 
brief  notice  is  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  operating  on  section  33,  Rapids 
Township,  where  he  possesses  a  tract  of  about  sixty 
acres,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  240  acres  in  College 
Township.  He  has  been  successful  in  his  pursuits, 
and  is  reckoned  among  the  first-class  business  men 
of  the  community. 

Mr.  Schaefer  is  a  native  of  that  grand  old  Empire 
which  has  contributed  to  the  United  States  so  many 
of  her  best  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Hessian  Ger¬ 
many,  July  17,  1845.  The  name  of  his  father  was 
Henry  Schaefer,  a  gentleman  of  pure  German  an¬ 
cestry,  whose  life  terminated  in  his  native  land ;  the 
name  of  the  mother  was  Elizabeth  Frank,  and  she 
died  in  Germany  in  1883,  her  death  occurring  one 
year  previous  to  that  of  her  husband.  Their  son, 
Casper,  lived  at  home  until  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  when,  with  the  courage  and  the 
ambition  of  }routh,  he  set  out  for  the  land  of  Amer- 
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ica,  locating  finally  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.  He 
remained  there  a  year,  then  proceeded  to  Lansing, 
Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  butchering  business. 
Two  years  later  he  made  his  way  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
there  engaging  in  the  same  occupation,  at  which  he 
continued  for  eleven  years,  and  succeeded  in  ac¬ 
cumulating  considerable  money.  He  had  been 
economical  and  saved  his  earnings,  and  from  time 
to  time,  as  his  means  permitted,  purchased  small 
tracts  of  land  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  found  him¬ 
self  a  genuine  landed  proprietor.  He  abandoned 
his  former  employment  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  exhibits  some  spec¬ 
imens  of  fine  graded  stock  and  has  met  with  success 
in  this  branch  of  business. 

Mr.  Schaefer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hablecel.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Father- 
land,  born  July  23,  1848,  and  emigrated  alone  to 
the  United  States  and  to  the  State  of  Iowa  when  a 
young  woman.  This  circumstance  alone  indicates 
the  force  of  character  of  which  she  is  possessed,  and 
she  has  proved  an  excellent  wife  and  mother,  train¬ 
ing  up  her  four  children  in  principles  of  strict  mor¬ 
ality  and  transmitting  to  them  her  own  qualities  of 
energy  and  industry.  These  children  are  named 
Elizabeth,  Lenna,  Rosa  and  Charles.  The  parents 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Schae¬ 
fer  received  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli¬ 
gence.  He  is  interested  in  local  and  general  mat¬ 
ters,  and  politically  votes  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  his  community, 
and  by  his  upright  dealing  and  habits  of  thrift  and 
industry  has  secured  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  neighbors. 


ARION  D.  SNYDER.  As  a  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  an 
energetic,  determined,  economical  man,  we 
point  to  Mr.  M.  D.  Snyder,  a  large  land- 
owner,  successful  farmer,  and  respected  and  honored 
j :  .  citizen  of  Linn  County,  residing  on  section  4,  Ber- 
11  tram  Township.  He  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children  born  to  James  I.  and  Jane  (Longacre) 
Snyder.  They  were  natives  of  Indiana  and  Ohio 
respectively,  and  came  from  the  latter  State  to  this 


county  in  December,  1852,  settling  in  Putnam 
Township.  There  the  father  engaged  in  the  voca¬ 
tion  of  a  farmer  until  1882,  when  he  made  his  home 
with  the  subject  of  this  notice.  The  parental  union 
was  blest  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  namely : 
Permelia,  Hulda  G.,  Marion  D.,  E.  D.,  James  C., 
Thomas,  Annabelle,  F.  S.,  Charles  F.,  Jesse  P.  and 
Jackson.  James  C.,  Thomas  and  Charles  are  de¬ 
ceased;  Permelia  is  the  wife  of  James  Rogers,  a 
farmer  of  Iowa  County,  this  State;  Hulda  married 
William  F.  Miner,  and  they  are  living  in  College 
Township ;  E.  D.  resides  in  Pottawattamie  County ; 
Annabella  and  F.  S.  reside  in  Bertram  Township. 

Marion  D.  Snyder  was  born  in  Elkhart  County, 
Ind.,  July  4,  1849.  He  was  three  years  of  age  when 
he  was  brought  to  this  county  by  his  parents.  Here 
he  received  his  education  in  the  common  school 
and  here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  engaged 
the  while  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Beginning  life 
on  a  small  scale,  by  purchasing  twenty-six  acres  of 
land,  he  labored  hard  and  economized,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  is  that  to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  640  acres  of 
land.  He  has  erected  on  his  home  place  a  fine  set 
of  buildings  and  has  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best 
barns  in  Linn  County,  which  is  40x84  feet  in  di¬ 
mensions.  He  keeps  on  his  place  about  seventy- 
five  head  of  cattle,  thirty -six  head  of  horses  and 
colts,  and  fattens  about  fifty  head  of  hogs  annually. 
His  success  in  life  is  attributable  to  no  legacy,  but 
to  his  own  good  judgment  and  energy,  coupled 
with  the  active  aid  and  assistance  of  his  good  help¬ 
meet. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  married  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Sept. 
20,  1870,  to  Miss  Izqra  A.  Blaine,  a  native  of  John¬ 
son  County,  this  State.  Their  wedded  life  lasted 
for  only  four  short  years,  the  wife’s  demise  occur¬ 
ring  in  Putnam  Township,  Dec.  7,  1874.  He  was 
again  married  in  Bertram  Township,  Dec.  23,  1875, 
to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Rogers) 
Hunter,  and  widow  of  Charles  U.  Blaine.  Mr. 
Blaine  died  in  Bertram  Township.  April  3,  1874. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Snyder,  James  Hunter  and 
wife,  have  a  biographical  notice  elsewhere  in  this 
work  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  Of  Mrs.  Sny¬ 
der’s  marriage  with  Mr.  Blaine,  six  children  were 
born,  named  Zaidee,  Julia  M.,  James  A.,  Charles  F., 
John  D.  and  Sarah  M.  Charles  F.  died  in  infancy ; 
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Znidee  is  tlio  wife  of  F.  S.  Snyder,  and  they  are  re¬ 
siding  in  Bertram  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Snyder  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children — Marion  1.  Charles  I).,  Bessie  I.  and 
Harry  L.  Our  subject  has  held  several  minor  of¬ 
fices  of  bis  township,  and  in  politics  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  The  reader  will  find  in  the  pic¬ 
torial  department  of  this  work  a  view  of  Mr.  Sny¬ 
der’s  home-place,  showing  residence,  barns,  etc. 


ETER  G.  KEPLER.  This  prominent  and 
esteemed  old  citizen  is  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Linn  County,  coming  here  when  the  coun¬ 
try  was  wild  and  unbroken,  and  the  hand 
of  civilization  had  as  yet  made  but  few  changes. 
Mr.  Kepler  is  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  Md., 
born  Feb.  16,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Young)  Kepler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  respectively.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  being  the 
third.  When  twenty-six  years  old,  he  went  to  New 
Orleans,  where  he  remained  some  months,  and  then 
traveled  on  horseback  over  a  considerable  part  of 
Kentucky,  thence  back  to  Maryland,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  the  fall  of  1833,  then  went  to  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  and  renting  a  tract  of  land,  began  its 
cultivation,  and  continued  thus  occupied  for  the 
space  of  five  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Craw¬ 
ford  County,  Ill.,  remaining  until  the  spring  of 
1838,  when  he  came  into  Iowa  just  over  the  line, 
lie  located  320  acres  of  land  in  Linn  and  Bertram 
Townships,  for  which  he  paid  $1.25  an  acre,  and 
built  a  log  house  upon  it. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kepler  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
James  occurred  in  his  native  county  Aug.  13,  1832. 
This  lad}'  was  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
husband,  and  born  Feb.  11,  1812.  Her  parents 
were  Eli  and  Elizabeth  (Kepler)  James,  natives  of 
Maryland.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  been  blest 
with  seven  children— Mary  E.,  Sarah  E.,  John  H., 
Catharine  L.,  Martha  J.,  Hamilton  P.  and  Rachel 
A.;  the  latter  died  in  infancy. 


Mr.  Kepler  is  an  excellent  citizen,  taking  an  in¬ 


terest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community,  and  while 
willing  to  promote  its  interests  in  every  reasonable 


manner,  has  stead ily  declined  to  become  an  office¬ 


holder.  He  has  been  elected  .Justice  of  the  Peace 


three  times,  but  could  not  be  persuaded  to  serve. 
He  has,  however,  consented  to  act  as  Supervisor 
for  a  couple  of  terms,  and  lias  filled  a  few  of  the 
minor  positions.  He  is  strongly  religious  in  his 
tendencies,  although  opposed  to  sectarianism.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  voting  the  straight 
ticket  of  that  party  as  opportunity  occurs. 

As  an  example  of  the  courage  which  characterized 
the  old  pioneers,  it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  | 
at  the  time  Mr.  Kepler  and  his  wife  started  west¬ 
ward,  they  had  three  young  children,  one  an  infant 
the  five  weeks  old.  It  was  in  the  month  of  January, 
weather  was  stormy,  and  they  endured  inconven¬ 
iences  which  almost  amounted  to  suffering,  but 
never  for  a  moment  thought  of  turning  back  or 
giving  ui>,  but  pressed  on  to  their  destination.  It 
was  the  persistent  determination  of  those  pioneers  Bt 
who  first  opened  up  the  way,  that  has  brought  about 3 
the  splendid  results  which  are  now  so  familiar  to 
us  that  we  seldom  pause  to  reflect  upon  what  they 
cost. 


ffiOHN  L.  MINOR,  deceased,  was  one  of  the  « 
representative  and  prominent  farmers  of 
College  Township,  and  established  the  pres¬ 
ent  homestead  of  100  acres,  lying  on  section 
26.  Mr.  Minor  came  of  good  old  Pennsylvania 
stock,  and  was  born  in  Greene  County,  May  7, 
1830.  The  name  of  his  father  was  Samuel  Minor, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  county  as  was 
his  son.  He  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  jj 
Ella  Laury,  also  a  native  of  that  county.  In  1863  | 
the  parents  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Col- : 
lege  Township,  Linn  County,  where  the  father  died  3 
in  October,  1877,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-  E 
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four  years.  The  mother  survived  until  March, E  i 
1886,  when  she  too  passed  away,  well  stricken  in  lit 


years,  being  eighty-two.  They  were  people  highly  E  k 

iJl 


esteemed  in  their  community,  upright  and  consci 
entious,  of  high  moral  principles,  and  consistent  g 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Minor  emigrated  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  E 
there  meeting  Miss  Caroline  Graham,  was  united  E 
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with  her  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1857 
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She  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Knox  County,  May  26,  1835.  Her  parents  were 
Robert  and  Martha  (Allen)  Graham,  natives  of 
Washington  County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Minor  was  the  fifth 
child  of  nine  little  ones  who  grew  up  around  the 
parental  hearthstone.  She  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  remained  with  her  parents  until  her 
marriage.  The  household  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  one  of  whom  is  deceased:  Harvey,  Ella,  An¬ 
na,  Frank;  Ray  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Minor  is  a  wo¬ 
man  of  great  energy  and  good  executive  ability,  of 
high  moral  principles,  and  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Minor  was 
Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  local  politics  of  his  county. 
He  was  a  man  of  decided  opinions,  and  fearless  in 
giving  them  expression.  He  is  amply  entitled  to 
the  reward  of  the  upright  man  and  good  citizen  in 
the  memory  of  his  co-laborers. 


(f)  OHN  R.  AMIDON,  of  the  agricultural  firm 
of  Hamilton  &  Amidon,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  in  Mott- 
ville,  St.  Joseph  County,  May  29,  1840.  tie 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Rickert)  Amidon,  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  contractor 
and  builder,  and' went  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day, 
remaining  there  until  1846.  He  then  removed  to 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the  same  busi¬ 
ness,  and  where  he  was  a  resident  until  1850.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  he  went  to  California,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  mining  until  his  demise,  which  occurred 
the  following  year.  His  good  wife  died  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  in  1857.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
three  children :  Mary  became  Mrs.  Barber,  and  is 
a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Sophronia  was 
united  in  marriage  with  J.  Y.  Mathews,  and  they 
are  residing  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  John  R.  is  our 
subject. 

John  R.  Amidon  was  first  in  order  of  birth  of  his 
parents’  children.  He  received  such  an  education 
as  he  could  acquire  in  the  common  schools  prior  to 
his  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years.  He  then 


went  to  work  on  a  farm  at  $7  per  month,  and  sup¬ 
plemented  his  education  by  a  course  of  winter 
schooling  until  he  was  fifteen.  At  this  age  he  came 
to  Shullsburg,  Wis.,  and  engaged  as  merchant’s 
clerk,  remaining  in  that  position  until  the  spring  of 
1860.  He  then  went  to  Pike’s  Peak  and  embarked 
in  mining.  Spending  six  months  there  he  returned 
to  Wisconsin  and  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  3d  Wis.  Yol.  Inf., 
as  a  private.  In  1865  he  was  commissioned  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  Company  B,  of  the  same  regiment  in  which 
he  enlisted.  During  his  service  in  the  army,  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Gettysburg 
and  Cedar  Mountain;  then  coming  West  with  Gen. 
Hooker,  he  was  under  Sherman  in  that  ever  mem¬ 
orable  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  served 
four  years  and  six  months,  and,  in  1865,  returned  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  and  clothing  store,  holding  that  position  un¬ 
til  1866;  then  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  lived,  for 
a  year,  when  he  moved  to  Galena,  Ill.,  and  again 
engaged  in  clerking. 

In  1869  Mr.  Amidon  came  to  this  State  and  loca¬ 
ted  at  Blairstown,  and  in  company  with  F.  A. 
Allen  opened  what  is  now  known  as  the  Benton 
County  Bank.  In  1873  he  sold  his  interest  in  this 
bank  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  A.  F.  Averell,  of  the  firm  of 
Averell  &  Hamilton,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Hamilton  &  Amidon,  which  still  exists.  In 
1844  the  new  firm  purchased  property  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  First  street  and  Third  avenue,  where  they 
erected  a  block  40x100  feet  in  dimensions  and 
three  stories  in  height.  They  have  three  floors  and 
a  basement  in  which  to  carry  on  their  business, 
which  is  an  extensive  one,  and,  owing  to  their  fair 


and  honest  dealing,  together  with  their 


good 


busi- 


iw?1 


mm 


lit 


m 

I' 


ness  judgment,  is  constantly  increasing. 

John  R.  Amidon  married,  in  February,  1872,  Miss 
N.  Potwin,  a  native  of  Shullsburg,  Wis.,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Caleb  and  Clarissa  (Trumbull)  Potwin,  na¬ 
tives  of  Connecticut.  Her  parents  removed  to 
Wisconsin,  in  an  early  day,  and  there  her  father  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  mining.  Of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amidon  two  children  have 
been  born — Mary  I.  and  Helen  B.  In  politics  Mr. 
Amidon  is  a  Republican;  socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  also  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a 
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self-made  man,  having  accumulated  what  he  has  of 
this  world’s  goods  through  his  own  energy  and  good 
judgment,  and  is  one  of  the  recognized  business 
men  of  push  and  tact,  as  well  as  respected  and  hon¬ 
ored  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

ALVIN  R.  READ,  an  esteemed  resident  of 
Central  City,  journeyed  to  this  place  from 
the  hills  of  New  England,  having  been  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  born  in  Franklin 
County,  March  3,  1829.  His  father,  James  R.  Read, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  remained  there 
until  after  he  was  married;  then,  in  1825,  removed 
to  Franklin  County,  Me.,  where  he  remained  until 
1844,  and  then  removed  to  Medford,  Mass.,  and 
was  employed  as  a  ship  carpenter  for  the  following 
twelve  years.  Then,  in  1856,  he  came  into  Iowa 
and  made  his  first  location  in  Maine  Township. 
Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Central  City,  at 
which  place  he  made  his  home  until  his  decease, 
Feb.  4,  1859.  In  early  manhood  he  had  married 
Miss  Bethia  Runnels,  also  a  native  of  the  Granite 
State.  Mrs.  Bethia  Read  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  as  follows :  Ebenezer  lives  in  Manchester, 
Mass.;  Hiram  A.  is  deceased;  Calvin  R.  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch ;  Dana  D.  is  a  resident  of  Jackson 
Township,  and  Hannah  A.  married  Lorenzo  Jeneks, 
and  departed  this  life  in  Central  City. 

Calvin  R.  Read  at  seventeen  years  of  age  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  sailor  on  a  whaling  vessel,  sailing  from 
Martha’s  A  ineyard,  and  his  first  voyage  consumed 
three  years,  during  which  he  visited  the  Western 
Islands,  then  sailed  around  Cape  Horn,  touching  at 
St.  Carlos,  Chili,  next  San  Juan  Islands,  and  many 
other  important  ports  along  the  South  American 
coast,  after  which  he  shipped  on  a  merchant  vessel 
for  California,  intending  to  try  his  luck  in  mining. 
This  was  about  1851 .  He  remained  at  the  mines 
for  nearly  two  years,  then  returned  to  San  Francisco 
and  shipped  for  South  America,  and  after  vari¬ 
ous  voyages  returned  to  Boston,  and  subsequently 
joined  his  parents  in  Medford. 

After  his  seafaring  experience  Mr.  Read  deter¬ 
mined  to  establish  a  home  in  the  West,  and  comma- 
into  Iowa,  located  in  Linn  County,  and  followed 
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the  carpenter’s  trade,  in  which  he  has  since  been 
j  continuously  engaged.  In  1858,  in  company  with 
his  father,  Mr.  Read  built  the  first  house  in  Central 
City,  and  he  has  been  a  resident  here  since  that 
time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  spent  in 
Webster  City,  Hamilton  County. 

Mr.  Read  was  married,  Nov.  27,  1861,  to  Miss 
Lydia  De  Witt,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  April  12,  1841.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  and  Mary  A.  (Townsend)  De  Witt, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Kentucky  respectively. 
Of  this  union  three  children  were  born:  Gracie  D., 
the  wife  of  Ellis  Swan,  lives  in  Jackson  Township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Claudia  G.  is 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  Tessa  M.  is  at 
home  with  her  parents.  Mr.  Read  is  a  man  highly 
esteemed  among  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances 
for  his  strict  honesty  and  integrity.  In  politics  he 
is  a  conservative  Democrat,  decided  in  his  views, 
and  temperate  and  unobtrusive  in  his  expression  of 
opinion.  He  is  filling  his  position  worthily  as  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

DMUND  C.  PRESTON,  a  prominent  attor¬ 
ney  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  June  5,  1841.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  terminated  his 
studies  in  Mt.  Vernon  College.  He  went  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  in  1858,  entering  the  Law  School  there, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years  and  graduated. 
He  was  married,  March  30,  1863,  to  Miss  Deborah 
E.  Twogood,  a  native  of  Dryden,  Tompkins  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Albert  J.,  and  Malvina 
(Fulkerson)  Twogood,  both  natives  of  New  York 
State.  The  father  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  until  1856,  and  then  came  to  Marion,  this 
State,  and  engaged  in  banking.  The  parental 
household  consisted  of  six  children,  five  still  liv¬ 
ing:  Maria  A.,  Mrs.  Elliott,  resides  in  Milwaukee; 
James  C.,  in  Dakota;  Adelia  A.,  Mrs.  Corbet,  died 
in  Marion  in  1869;  the  next  daughter  was  Deborah 
E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Sarah  L.,  now  Mrs. 
Boardman,  resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Frank 
B.  is  in  Dakota. 

Mr.  Preston  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice,  which  is 
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steadily  increasing,  and  he  is  a  solid  and  substantial 
citizen.  He  was  City  Attorney  in  Marion,  and  is 


LINN 


a  stock-holder  in  the  Water-Works  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids.  He  is  also  joint  proprietor,  with  his  brother, 
in  a  farm  of  320  acres.  Socially  Mr.  Preston  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 
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H.  OGDEN,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  founder 
of  the  Ogden  Plow  Works,  which  were 
established  in  1 884,  and  are  located  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  street  and  Fifth  avenue, 
West  side.  The  works  have  been  highly  prosper¬ 
ous,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886,  besides  other  imple¬ 
ments,  manufactured  2,000  harrows.  They  give 
employment  to  twenty-five  men,  and  the  establish- 
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ment  is  a  material  aid  to  the  industrial  interests  of 
Linn  County.  Mr.  Ogden  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  Homer,  Cortland  County,  in  1846. 
He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Pluldah  (Bosworth) 
Jj: :  Ogden,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut  re- 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows : 
Allis  W.  married  Amine  Van  Valin,  and  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  her  husband  occupying 
a  position  in  the  War  Department;  Olive  M.,  now 
Mrs.  Gee,  is  also  a  resident  of  Washington,  Mr.  G. 
being  Chief  of  the  Claims  Division  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment.  David  Ogden  departed  this  life  in 
Homer,  N.  Y.,  in  1885;  the  wife  and  mother  died 
Dec.  25,  1874. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Co.  L,  10th  N.  Y.  Vol.  Cav.,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  home,  he  went  to 
Syracuse  and  learned  telegraphy,  following  the 
same  on  the  Lake  Shore  for  about  five  years,  or 
until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific  and  the  Fremont  & 
Elkhorn  Telegraph  Companies,  removing  to  Sioux 
City  in  order  to  attend  more  closely  to  his  duties. 
He  was  subsequently  appointed  Superintendent  of 
the  Government  lines  up  the  river  300  miles,  re¬ 
maining  there  two  years,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
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Cheyenne  in  the  employ  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company.  He  was  subsequently  con-  linHW 
nected  with  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany,  superintending  the  laying  of  215  miles  of 
wire. 

In  1874  Mr.  Ogden  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  published  the  Standard ,  being  thus  occupied 
for  two  years,  and  was  afterward  City  Editor  of 
the  Republican.  Subsequently  he  became  general 
manager  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  the 
State  of  Iowa,  having  charge  of  about  300  men. 

He  severed  his  connection  with  this  business  in 
1882,  and  since  that  time  has  been  employed  in 
the  manufacturing  of  plows.  He  is  the  owner  of 
100  lots  on  the  West  side,  on  which  are  located  the 
Plow  Works  and  his  residence. 

Mr.  Ogden  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Mollie 
J.,  daughter  of  Daniel  Gordon,  a  native  of  Henry 
County,  Ohio.  Of  this  marriage  there  have  been 
born  three  children — Jessie  G.  and  Bessie  D.,  twins, 
and  Oliver  O.  Mr.  Ogden  is  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  been  prominent 
in  its  political  and  general  affairs.  He  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  politics,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee  in  1885,  and  has  represented  his  district 
in  the  State  Legislature. 

SEYMOUR  L.  BARNES,  an  honored  resi¬ 
dent  of  Maine  Township,  and  a  gentleman 
in  the  prime  of  life,  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  among  the  Ohio  hills,  March  29, 

1842,  in  Le  Roy  Township,  Cuyahoga  County.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  on  a  farm  and  attended  the 
public  school.  When  he  was  fourteen  }rears  old  he 
came  to  Iowa,  accompanied  by  his  parents,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Delaware  County.  His  father  purchased  land 
at  Cofiu’s  Grove,  a  part  of  which  he  improved.  His 
son,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  remained  with  him, 
assisting  in  the  lighter  duties  around  the  home¬ 
stead  until  after  the  inauguration  of  the  late  Civil 
War.  He  then  determined  to  become  a  soldier 
and  aid  in  the  preservation  of  an  imperilled  Union. 

He  enlisted  Aug.  12,  1862,  in  Co.  F,  27th  Iowa  Vol. 

Inf.,  and  with  his  regiment  participated  in  the  vi¬ 
cissitudes  of  war  for  nearly  three  years  thereafter. 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


IIo  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  and 
was  captured  April  9,  1864;  confined  at  Camp 
Ford,  Tyler,  Tex.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
following  October,  and  was  then  exchanged.  He 
marched  with  the  Red  River  expedition,  and  some 
time  afterward  his  eyesight  began  to  fail.  He  was 
rendered  incapable  of  further  service,  and  dis¬ 
charged  on  account  of  disability,  Feb.  17,  1865.  A 
year  after  his  return  home  he  became  totally  blind. 

Previous  to  entering  upon  his  military  career,  Mr. 
Barnes  had  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Jack- 
son  Township,  this  county,  on  section  *26.  Upon 
his  return  home  from  the  army  he  settled  upon  this 
land,  which  he  improved  and  cultivated,  and  which 
he  still  owns.  He  erected  a  set  of  buildings  and 


placed  all  the  land  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
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remaining  there  until  1876,  when  he  purchased  a 
tract  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  near  Central 


City,  where  he  erected  a  fine  dwelling,  a  good  barn 
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and  convenient  out-buildings,  and  which  has  since 
constituted  his  homestead. 

Mr.  Barnes  and  Miss  Harriet  Adelia  Phyfe  were 
married  Jan.  61,  1867.  Mrs.  B.  is  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  five  children — Laura  FI, 
Clarence  II.,  DelmerL.  and  Della  I.,  twins,  and  Le 
Roy  E. 

Notwithstanding  his  affliction,  Mr.  Barnes  has 
achieved  more  than  many  men  who  have  the  full 
use  of  their  sight,  and  indeed,  it  has  been  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  everyone  how  he  could  accomplish  so 
much.  His  judgment  has  been  wise  in  the  extreme, 
and  his  faculty  of  excellent  management  has  sup¬ 
plied  the  place  in  a  large  measure  with  the  comforts 
of  life.  One  cannot  but  view  with  admiration  the 
result  of  that  determined  spirit  which  has  over¬ 
come  great  difficulties  under  adverse  circumstances, 
and  the  courage  and  resolution  of  Mr.  Barnes  is  a 
silent  rebuke  to  many  who  allow  themselves  to  be 
dismayed  and  vexed  by  the  minor  perplexities  of 
life. 

Mr.  Barnes  at  the  present  day  makes  the  same 


guse  of  his  opportunities  as  he  did  in  his  early  youth. 
He  keeps  himself  well  informed  of  what  is  going 
on  around  him,  and  there  are  few  who  can  converse 
more  intelligently  on  the  various  topics  of  the  day. 


Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  are  members  of  theFree- 
Will  Baptist  Church.  Politically  lie  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 


OBERT  ALSTON, 


a  prominent  farmer  of 
Maine  Township,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  making  his 
)  first  settlement  in  Scott  County.  He  is  a 
native  of  *‘  Bonnie  Scotland,”  and  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1849,  left  his  native  land  for  the  United 
States.  lie  is  the  son  of  William  and  Agues  Als¬ 
ton,  and  was  born  June  27,  1819.  His  father  lived 
and  died  in  Ayrshire.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation.  Robert  went  to  Glasgow  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  and  clerked  in  a  wholesale  grocery  store 
until  1849,  when  he  came  to  America. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Ayrshire 
and  remained  with  his  father’s  family  until  he  be¬ 
came  a  man,  assisting  in  his  father’s  business,  and 
being  educated  in  the  common  schools.  Upon 


voyage,  landing  at  New  Orleans  April  9,  he  came 
directly  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  was  a  stranger  in 
the  New  World,  but  with  a  courage  born  of  resolu¬ 
tion,  he  set  himself  to  work  to  carve  out  his  fort¬ 
une.  He  determined  to  labor  at  whatever  his 
hands  could  find  to  do,  and  his  first  employment 
was  in  a  flouring-mill.  He  was  intrusted  with  much 
of  the  business  connected  therewith,  his  main 
duties'  consisting  in  the  weighing  and  purchasing 
of  wheat.  He  remained  there  four  years,  had  been 
frugal  and  economical  and  saved  money,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  this  time  entered  a  tract  of  Govern¬ 
ment  land  seven  miles  from  Davenport,  and  com¬ 
menced  farming.  He  erected  a  frame  house  upon 
his  land  apd  added  other  improvements  as  his  means 
permitted,  and  in  due  time  realized  the  reward  of 
his  labor  in  a  comfortable  home  and  smiling  fields. 
He  remained  there  until  1872, and  being  convinced 
that  he  would  be  better  suited  in  Linn  County, 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  16,  of  Maine  Township, 
which  is  the  one  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  and 
consists  of  290  acres.  The  buildings  which  consti¬ 
tute  his  pleasant  and  comfortable  homestead  were 


erected  under  his  own  supervision,  and  the  means 
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reaching  American  shores  after  a  long  and  tedious 


furnished  by  his  own  thrift  and  energy.  All  his 
land  is  under  improvement,  and  presents  one  of 
the  most  finely  cultivated  farms  in  Linn  County. 

The  marriage  of  Robert  Alston  and  Aliss  Margaret 
McGln  mphy  was  celebrated  Oct.  14,  1851.  Mrs. 
Alston  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Vernon)  Mc- 
Glumphy.  By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children :  Susan  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Sammerman,  and  lives  in  Maine 
Township;  they  have  one  child,  Louis  R. ;  Agnes 
married  John  Canfield,  and  they  also  live  in  Maine 
Township,  they  have  one  child,  Robert  B. ;  Mar¬ 
garet  is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  a 
highly  accomplished  young  lady. 

Mrs.  Alston  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Regular  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Alston  is  connected 
with  the  Congregational  Church.  The  family  oc¬ 
cupies  a  high  position  in  the  community.  They  are 
highly  intelligent  people,  and  lend  their  influence 
as  opportunity  affords  to  every  good  work  and  pur¬ 
pose.  Politically  Mr.  Alston  is  a  Democrat,  and 
has  been  for  man}"  years. 


ORENZO  STODDARD  MERCHANT,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  is  part  owner  of  the 
stock  of  the  Republican  Printing  Company, 
of  which  he  holds  the  office  of  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  Republican  is  an  ably-conducted 
daily  and  weekly.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Ben¬ 


nington,  Vt. 


born  Aug. 


29,  1849,  and  is,  conse¬ 


quently,  in  the  prime  of  life.  The  family  is  de¬ 
scended  from  the  French,  and  formerly  the  name 
was  Marchand.  Albert  Merchant,  the  father  of 
Lorenzo  S.,  was  a  teller  in  the  Merchant’s  Ex¬ 
change  Bank  of  New  York  City,  and  in  early  man¬ 
hood  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Abigail 
Downs,  of  Bennington,  Vt.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  three  children.  The  eldest,  A.  La- 
vergne,  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the  late 
war,  and  was  a  member  of  the  17th  Vermont 
Infantry.  He  met  his  death  in  a  bayonet  charge 
over  the  ramparts  of  the  intrenchments  of  Peters¬ 
burg,  Va.  Ada,  the  second,  died  in  childhood. 
Lorenzo  S.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Albert  Merchant  was 


again  married ;  this  time  to  Candis,  his  first  wife’s  [[ 
sister.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  a  son  and 
daughter.  The  family  left  New  York  City  when 
our  subject  was  ten-years  of  age,  and  returned  to 
Bennington,  Vt.  He  was  educated  at  Mt.  Au- 
thony  Seminary,  was  employed  at  intervals  upon 
the  farm,  and  afterward  clerked  in  mercantile 
establishments.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  something  of  the  great  West,  and 
accordingly  crossed  over  into  Iowa.  His  first  lo¬ 
cation  was  at  Cedar  Falls,  where  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  Gazette ,  and  fi n ally  became  a  partner 
in  the  management  of  that  journal. 

Lorenzo  S.  Merchant  was  married,  Nov.  12, 
1877,  to  Miss  Ella  Robinson,  daughter  of  Dr. 
William  Robinson,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Falls  and 
native  of  New  York.  Dr.  Robinson  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  4th  Iowa  cavalry,  was  promoted  to 
the  office  of  Surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  Major, 
served  during  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  as 
Brigade-Surgeon.  He  was  an  experienced  practi¬ 
tioner  and  stood  high  in  his  profession. 

In  1880  Mr.  Merchant  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  Cedar  Falls  Gazette  and  removed  to  Butte 
City,  Mont.,  where  he  helped  to  found  the  Daily 
Inter-Mountain ,  the  first  daily  Republican  paper 
in  Western  Montana.  Two  }’ears  later  he  returned 
to  Iowa  and  became  part  owner  of  the  Press  at 
Manchester.  This  he  sold  out  in  the  fall  of  1883, 
purchasing  stock  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Daily  Repub- 
lican ,  and  taking  the  position  of  business  manager. 
He  at  once  became  popular  in  this  community, 
and  in  January,  1884,  was  elected  State  Binder  for 
Iowa,  by  the  Twentieth  General  Assembl}-.  He 
was  re-elected  in  January,  188G,  by  the  Twenty- 
first  General  Assembly. 
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JOSEPH  IIRUSKA.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  appears  at  the  beginning  of  this  sketch, 
is  occupjdng  himself  variously  as  a  farmer, 
saloon-keeper  and  keeper  of  College  Hall. 
His  home  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  grove  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  College  Township.  Mr.  Hruska  forms  one 
of  the  Bohemian  element  of  Iowa  which  has  done 
so  much  to  assist  in  buildiug  up  the  State  and 
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bringing  it  to  its  present  proud  position  as  a  prom¬ 
inent  Western  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Hruska  was  born  in  Bohemia,  April  28, 
1836.  1 1  is  father,  Wesley  Hruska,  was  engaged  in 

agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  country,  where 
his  life  terminated.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  was  Uoretta  Dudrna;  she  was  also  a  native 
of  Bohemia,  and  died  in  her  native  Province.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of  eleven 
children  born  to  his  parents,  four  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  lie  was  reared  at  home  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  attained  to  the  years  of 
manhood,  when  he  set  out  to  do  for  himself.  He 
was  strong  and  courageous,  and  feeling  that  he 
was  amply  able  to  support  a  helpmeet,  he  proffered 
his  hand  and  heart  to  Miss  Anna  Chimberk.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  same  Province  as  himself,  and 
was  reared  by  her  parents,  remaining  with  them 
until  her  marriage.  Her  father  was  also  a  farmer. 

Eleven  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Airs.  Hruska:  Joseph,  Jr.,  is  married  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  himself,  keeping  a  saloon 
in  Cedar  Rapids;  the  others  living  are  Louis, 
Anna,  Jaroslf,  John,  Daisy  and  Mary.  Four  are 
deceased,  namely,  John,  Mary  (1st),  Mary  (2d) 
and  Katie.  The  parents  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1868,  and  have  since  lived  in  College  Township. 
Their  possessions  embrace  eighty  acres  in  the  afore¬ 
said  township,  and  the  same  amount  of  land  in 
Fairfax  Township.  Both  tracts  are  well  improved, 
and  in  all  his  undertakings  Mr.  Hruska  has  been 
more  than  ordinarily  successful.  He  and  his  wife 
are  earnest  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Hruska  conscientiously  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket. 

SAAC  DICKEN,  the  subject  of  the  following 
notice,  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  represen¬ 
tative  farmers  of  Otter  Creek  Township.  At 
this  date,  however,  he  resides  on  section  6,  Monroe 
Township.  He  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  at  an 
early  day  and  at  once  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  operating  on  rented  land  until  his  means 
enabled  him  to  become  the  owner  of  a  farm.  By 
intelligent  industry,  economy,  and  strict  business 


principles,  he  has  built  up  for  himself  a  good  po¬ 
sition  in  the  community,  as  well  as  secured  a  com¬ 
petency. 

Mr.  Dicken  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
March  18,  1820.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and 
Sarah  (Perdew)  Dicken,  both  natives  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State.  His  mother  died  in  her  native  State 
in  about  the  year  1824,  and  the  father,  having  em¬ 
igrated  to  Ohio,  died  there  in  1852.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Adam, 
Tacy,  Ruth,  Dorcas,  John,  Mary,  Sarah,  Tamar  and 
Isaac. 

Isaac  Dicken,  of  this  notice,  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Wickham,  Sept.  28,  1842. 

She  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1821,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Bimall  R.  and  Mary  (Balis)  Wickham, 
natives  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  born  Feb. 

23,  1792,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1847,  his  decease  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  Iowa.  The  mother  was  born  in  1794, 
and  died  Sept.  20,  1880.  They  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  all  but  one  living  to  mature 
years.  They  were  named  as  follows;  Fannie, 
Nathan  R.,  Valentine,  Orson,  Reuben,  Phoebe  A., 
Susan  J.,  Simeon  J.,  Emeline,  Rebecca  II.,  Mary  E., 
Nancy  and  Martha.  The  third  child  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  before  naming. 

Mr.  Dicken  is  the  father  of  three  children: 
John,  who  married  Miss  Susan  Thomas;  Mary  E., 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Wheeler,  and 
Nathan  H.,  who  selected  for  his  life  companion 
Miss  Eda  E.  Wilson.  Mr.  Dicken  came  to  Iowa  as 
early  as  1847,  and  after  following  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  as  we  have  mentioned,  has  now  160  acres  of 
fine  land  and  two  dwellings.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  while  not  connected  in  membership 
with  any  religious  society,  he  is  a  strict  adherent 
to  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Christian¬ 
ity  :  Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  you.  This  principle  he  has  followed 
all  his  life,  thus  not  only  securing  hosts  of  friends 
but  presenting  in  his  daily  walk  an  example  worthy  '  a 
of  imitation.  In  his  business  transactions  he  has  ■ 
been  strictly  upright  and  honest  and  his  word  is  as  E 
good  as  his  bond. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dicken  are  quite  proud  in  holding 
the  position  of  grandparents  to  several  children,  : 
whose  names  are :  Isaac  Dicken,  Mary  A.,  John  E 
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E. ;  these  little  ones  being  the  children  of  their  son, 
John.  The  children  of  Wheeler  are,  John  E., 
Lucy  M.,  Isaac  W.,  and  Mary  A.  They  also  have 
one  great-grandchild,  Nora  May,  granddaughter  of 
John  Dicken.  Thus  surrounded  by  pleasant  family 
ties  and  enjoying  the  fruits  of  early  industry  and 
economy,  and  a  wise  disposition  of  the  talents  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  charge,  Mr.  Dicken  is  passing  peace¬ 
fully  down  the  hill  of  life,  enjoying  even  here,  the 
reward  of  the  just. 


■ALTER  BREWSTER  MACK,  whose  por¬ 
trait  is  given  on  the  opposite  page,  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is 
a  scion  of  a  long  line  of  honorable  ancestry,  having 
its  source  in  the  Scotch  and  Irish  nobility  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  He  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  G,  1827.  He  has  the 
record  of  his  family  back  to  his  great-great-grand- 
father,  John  Mack,  who  was  born  in  1698,  and  his 
wife,  Isabella  Brown,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Montague.  They  emigrated  from  London¬ 
derry,  Ireland,  in  1732,  and  were  among  the  first 
settlers  in  founding  the  town  of  Londonderry,  N.  H. 
These  settlers  were  the  first  to  introduce  the  use  of 
the  spinning-wheel,  the  manufacture  of  linen  and 
the  culture  of  the  potato  in  this  country.  Robert, 
the  son  of  John,  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
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subject,  was  born  in  America,  being  the  fourth 
child  and  third  son  of  a  family  of  eight  children. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving 
under  Col.  Reed  and  Gen.  Stark,  and  after  the  close 
of  his  military  career  he  settled  in  Leicester,  Vt., 
where  his  eldest  son,  John,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  April  2,  1762.  This  son  grew  to 
manhood,  was  married,  and  moved  into  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1788,  and  there  was  born  to  him 
Nov.  15,  1794,  a  son,  John,  who  was  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  the  third  child  and 
eldest  son  of  a  family  of  eight  children. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  moved  to  Ham¬ 
burg,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1804,  securing  land  from 
the  Holland  Company.  Two  3’ ears  later  he  removed 
to  Hanover,  Chautauqua  County,  when  there  were 
but  three  white  men  there.  His  eldest  daughter, 
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Elizabeth  (aunt  to  Walter  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice),  was  the  bride  in  the  first  marriage  ever 
celebrated  in  that  county. 

John  Mack,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  twice 
married;  first  in  1819,  to  Clarissa  W.  Hanford,  who 
died  in  1841,  leaving  four  children — John  H., 
Helen,  Walter  B.  and  William,  all  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  except  Walter  B. 
John  is  a  farmer ;  William,  a  cashier  of  the  Stude- 
baker  Wagon  Company,  and  Trustee  of  the  South 
Bend  Water- Works.  •*  The  second  marriage  was 
with  Miss  Achsah  M.  Leland,  who  died  in  1875, 
leaving  one  son,  James,  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  John  Mack  held  a  commission  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  for  many  years  a  Government  con¬ 
tractor  for  the  supply  of  timber  and  lumber  in  the 
building  of  harbors  on  Lake  Erie.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  removing  to  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  in  1844,  where  he  remained  an  honored 
citizen  for  many  3rears,  holding  many  offices  of 
trust,  and  died  in  1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
nearly  eighty-four  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  State.  His  mother, 
Clarissa  "N  .  Hanford,  was  born  in  the  town  of  West- 
port,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  Feb.  8,  1793,  and  was 
descended  from  an  English  family  of  Ilanfords. 
She  was  a  woman  of  culture,  brought  up  in  the 
Episcopal  faith,  and  when  a  3'oung  lady  went  as  a 
missionary  for  improving  the  Indians  in  Western 
New  York,  with  a  mission  established  by  the 
Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  of  Philadelphia. 

W  alter  B.  Mack  received  an  excellent  primary 
education  in  the  district  and  select  schools  of  the 
villages  of  La  Grange  and  Silver  Creek,  each  being 
distant  one  and  a  half  miles  from  his  home,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  Fredouia  Academy’ , 
where  he  studied  for  a  few  terms,  and  completed 
his  education  at  South  Bend,  Ind.,  in  the  winter  of 
1844. 

By  endorsements  for  supposed  friends,  John 
Mack  lost  a  comfortable  property,  and  for  this 
cause  emigrated  to  Indiana.  The  four  children, 
early  in  March,  1844,  started  by’  team  and  covered 
wagon,  and  for  twenty-one  da3’s  traveled  from 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  to  La  Porte  County, 
Ind.  It  was  a  tedious  and  perilous  journey,  as  the 
country  was  but  thinly  settled.  The  father  and 
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mother  were  prevented  from  making  the  journey  at 
that  time  on  accont  of  sickness,  but  they  joined 
their  children  two  months  later,  and  the  whole  fam¬ 
ily  shortly  afterward  removed  to  South  Bend.  In 
their  prosperous  days  the  father  had  intended  that 
his  children  should  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  lib¬ 
eral  education,  and  that  the  sons  should  be  educa¬ 
ted  to  whatever  profession  they  desired,  and  that 
they  should  possess  sufficient  funds  when  ready  to 
start  out  in  the  world  for  themselves.  It  was, 
therefore,  a  bitter  disappointment  to  him  when  ad¬ 
verse  circumstances  defeated  these  projects.  After 
he  came  from  New  York  he  engaged  in  hard  labor 
at  whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do.  After  the 
second  or  third  year  of  his  stay  here  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  pioneer  of  that  section  and  Indian 
Agent,  Alexis  Coquillard,  acting  as  his  book-keeper 
and  general  secretary.  He  accompanied  Coquillard 
to  the  Western  Reservation,  when,  under  authority 
from  the  Government,  he  removed  the  Indians,  in 
1851,  and  often  related  many  interesting  incidents 
of  his  experiences  with  them.  He  acquired  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Senecas,  which  he  spoke  with  great 
fluency,  and  was  frequently  employed  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  as  an  interpreter  and  as  an  arbiter  be¬ 
tween  different  tribes.  He  was  Adjutant  of  the 
16*2d  Regiment  and  43d  Brigade  of  New  York  Mili¬ 
tia,  and  in  1824,  was  appointed  Adjutant-General 
of  the  militia  detailed  for  the  reception  of  the 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  on  his  visit  to  this  country, 
and  escorted  that  distinguished  ally  of  our  country 
from  Fredonia  to  Dunkirk.  His  quiet  and  unos¬ 
tentatious  life  won  for  him  friends  wherever  his  lot 
was  cast,  and  his  memory  is  held  in  loving  remem¬ 
brance  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  possessed  the  quality 
of  readily  adapting  himself  to  circumstances,  and 
after  earnest  argument  with  his  father,  obtained  his 
permission  to  learn  a  mechanical  trade.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  he  was  a  slender  boy,  but  possessed 
strong  determination  and  courage,  and  he  left  the 
parental  roof  to  locate  in  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  a  cabinet  manufacturer. 
Here  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  went 
East  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  continue  under  more 
minute  instructions  a  year  longer.  He  then  went 
to  Irving,  near  his  native  place,  in  1848,  and  there 
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engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale 
Failing  in  health  he  was  advised  to  go  to  the  sea¬ 
shore.  lie  sold  out  his  business  and  removed  to 
New  York  City,  which  change  was  greatly  bene¬ 
ficial.  In  1 853  he  received  the  appointment  of  a 
clerkship  in  the  New  York  Custom  House  under  { 
President  Pierce,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
old  United  States  Bonded  Warehouse,  being  soon  - 

r 

afterward  promoted  as  Assistant  Superintendent  of  j 

h  h 

bonded  warehouses  for  the  port  of  New  York,  in ; 

which  capacity  he  served  until  1858.  In  the  mean-  E  i 
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time  his  attention  had  been  attracted  to  the  West,  : 
and  he  invested  in  Iowa  lands,  and  through  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Judge  George  Greene  and  William  H. 
Merritt,  decided  to  remove  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
accordingly  resigned  his  position  in  the  Custom  : 
House,  and  located  in  this  city  March  10,  1858 
Upon  his  arrival  here  Mr.  Mack 
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became  con- be  i 
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nected  with  the  banking-house  of  Greene,  Merritt  r  i 
&  Co.,  but  a  few  months  later  decided  to  engage  ;  i 
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The  great  need 


in  the  wholesale  grocery  business, 
of  the  day  was  better  transportation,  much  of  the 
merchandise  being  then  carried  by  wagons,  and  Mr. 
Mack,  with  several  of  the  leading  citizens,  formed 
a  stock  company  to  build  the  steamboat,  Cedar 
Rapids.  The  boat  was  built  at  Pittsburgh,  and  his  a 
first  stock  of  grocery  goods  was  transported  bjT 
rail  from  New  York  to  Pittsburgh,  and  loaded  on 


this  steamer  at  the  time  it  made  its  first  trip  to  this 
place,  which  was  via  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ;  ■ 
Rivers,  arriving  here  in  Juty  of  that  year.  A  pur¬ 
chase  of  Kanawha  salt  on  the  route,  added  to  his  » 
stock,  had  the  effect  to  reduce  the  price  on  that 
commodity  from  $5  per  barrel  to 


one-half  that 

BEfi 


amount  at  once  on  arrival,  and  some  other  heavy 
goods  were  reduced  in  price  to  almost  like  propor-  »  1 


tion. 


El 

In  connection  with  his  other  business  Mr.  Mack 

Hr  *■ 

was  appointed  the  first  agent  of  the  American  Ex- ;  j 
press  Company  here,  which  position  he  held  for  I  L 
nine  years,  until  18G7,  and  for  several  years  he  was  2  } 

ill 

1808=  B 

Re  » 

lie  formed  a  co-partnership  with  G.  F.  Beuett,  3  - 
under  the  firm  name  of  Benett  &  Mack,  and  they :  [ 
operated  as  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  books, S 

stationery  and  music.  Mr.  Mack  soon  afterward  3 
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the  joint  agent  both  for  the  American  and  the ; 
United  States  Express  Companies.  Early  in 
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i  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  then  projected  the  idea 


j|  of  building  a  linseed-oil  mill,  in  which  he  was 
i  .  greatly  encouraged  by  several  of  the  leading  citi- 
i  zens.  He  accordingly  organized  a  stock  company, 
V  and  mainly  through  the  active  interest  and  gener- 
-  ous  financial  aid  of  Judge  Greene  (who  was  made 
and  continued  as  its  presiding  officer  for  many 
years),  he  was  enabled  to  carry  out  his  project. 
The  mill  was  erected  under  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Mack,  and  completed  in  -1869.  He  also  acted  as 
|  its  Secretary  and  Superintendent  until  1873,  and 
1  Up  to  that  time  it  proved  a  profitable  enterprise. 
He  then  sold  his  share  in  the  business  and  retired 
from  its  management. 

In  1873  Mr.  Mack  became  the  agent  of  Charles 
38 
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Cummings,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purchase 
|  and  shipment  of  grain  and  oil  cake  in  the  North¬ 


western  States,  and  continued  thus  occupied  until 
1876.  At  the  same  time  he  was  also  agent  for  the 
Philadelphia  Warehouse  Company,  a  firm  with 
1 1  large  capital,  for  the  object  of  making  loans  of 
money  on  movable  property,  and  carrying  on  other 
jj r  commercial  enterprises.  Three  years  thereafter  he 
:  was  engaged  in  commission  business,  handling 
\  a  fruits,  seeds  and  groceries,  and  was  a  partner  in 
building  the  Mullally  &  Mack  Block,  of  which  he 
:  still  owns  one-half. 

In  1879,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  new  owners  of 
the  linseed-oil  mill,  Mr.  Mack  became  a  partner  in 
j  the  business,  which  was  operated  under  the  firm 
H  name  of  Mack  &  Shaffer,  and  its  general  manage- 
A  ment  again  devolved  upon  Mr.  Mack  until  1882, 
B  when  the  company  was  re-organized,  and  he  was 
» again  solicited  to  superintend  the  business  as  be¬ 
fore. 

The  marriage  of  Walter  B.  Mack  and  Miss  Re- 
§  becca  Sutherland  was  celebrated  in  New  York, 
a  June  28,  1853.  Mrs.  Mack  was  born  in  Evans, 
a  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1832,  and  departed  this 
life  Feb.  7,  1879.  She  was  a  woman  highly  es¬ 
teemed  for  her  natural  social  gifts  and  many 
-  jj  Christian  virtues,  and  through  life  maintained  a 
prominent  position  in  church  and  society.  He  was 
married  the  second  time  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  Ding- 
man,  June  21,  1881.  She  was  born  at  Dingman’s 
Choice,  Pike  Co.,  Pa.,  April  13,  1845.  Mrs.  Mack 
is  an  amiable  and  accomplished  lady,  well  fitted 


for  the  sphere  which  she  occupies  as  the  companion 
of  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen. 

Mr.  Mack  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  in  1847,  and  upon  his  removal 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  became  a  member  of  the  North 
Presbyterian  Church  of  that  city.  In  1878  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  with  which  his  wife  had  previously 
united,  and  he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 
vestryman  of  that  body.  He  is  greatly  interested 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  church  in  general,  and  has 
been  a  cheerful  contributor  to  every  enterprise 
having  in  view  the  establishment  or  advancement 
of  a  church  society.  From  infancy  he  was  of  deli¬ 
cate  constitution,  and  his  family  and  friends  often 
despaired  of  his  ever  attaining  to  years  of  man¬ 
hood,  but  his  resolute  will  power  finally  gained  the 
ascendanc3r  over  physical  weakness.  He  was  am¬ 
bitious  and  studious  and  possessed  of  considerable 
literary  ability.  He  has  been  an  occasional  corre¬ 
spondent  of  the  Chicago  Times,  dealing  upon  mat¬ 
ters  and  events  pertaining  to  this  region,  and  has 
been  able  to  combine  in  a  most  happy  manner,  the 
practical  things  of  life  with  the  luxuries.  Notwith¬ 
standing  his  excellent  business  qualities — his  prac¬ 
tical  dealing  in  heavy  commodities  and  merchan¬ 
dise — he  possesses  the  cultivated  tastes  of  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  refinement,  a  deep  thinker  and  a  scholar, 
and  has  gathered  around  him  a  large  circle  of  ad¬ 
miring  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  appreciate 
his  social  qualities  to  their  full  extent,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  cannot  lose  sight  of  his  value  as  an 
important  factor  in  the  business  interests  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Mr.  Mack  occupies  a  beautiful  residence  at  the 
corner  of  Second  avenue  and  Eighth  street.  His 
home  is  replete  with  all  the  comforts  and  conve¬ 
niences  of  modern  life,  and  in  every  respect  is  an 
ornament  to  the  resident  portion  of  the  city. 
Aside  from  his  other  interests,  he  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  land  in  Wright  County,  and  is  the 
possessor  of  other  valuable  property  within  the 
city  limits.  He  became  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  in  his  native  State,  and  there  united  with  Irv¬ 
ing  Lodge  No.  82,  District  of  Northern  New  York, 
and  was  the  presiding  officer  of  his  lodge  four 
years  later.  In  the  meantime  he  also  became  a 
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patriarch  of  Schuyler  Encampment  No.  GG,  of,,  the 
same  district.  He  became  a  Master  Mason  of  Cres¬ 
cent  Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M.,  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
in  February,  1863. 

Politically  Mr.  Mack  has  always  been  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  lie  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  in  the  past  his  business  place  and 
office  was  often  the  headquarters  for  council  and 
organization  among  the  leaders  of  his  party.  In 
I860  he  was  elected  an  Alderman  of  the  Second 
Ward,  and  has  held  other  important  official  posi¬ 
tions,  the  duties  of  which  he  alwaj's  discharged  in 
a  conscientious  and  eminently  satisfactory  manner. 

Notwithstanding  his  long  record  of  busy  events 
and  the  works  he  has  accomplished,  Mr.  Mack  is 
little  beyond  the  prime  of  life,  and  he  has-  the 
happy  experience  of  beholding  the  enterprises 
which  he  inaugurated  at  an  earlier  day,  advanced 
to  a  successful  issue.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
city  of  his  adoption,  and  the  enterprises  which  he 
set  on  foot,  and  which  are  now  in  successful  opera¬ 
tion,  will  long  stand  as  monuments  to  his  memory. 


*-  '■r 

m 


1  1 


^  OHN  C.  CREW,  an  honored  resident  of  Mar¬ 
ion  Township,  is  a  native  of  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  and  descends  from  worthy 
English  ancestry.  He  was  born  near  Barnes- 
ville,  Sept.  12,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  James  Crew, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  His  grandfather  was  a 
tanner  by  trade,  and  it  is  supposed  was  a  native  of 
England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  North  Carolina  in 
early  youth  or  manhood.  lie  remained  in  that 
State  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  and  there 
folded  his  hands  in  everlasting  rest.  He  married  a 
Miss  Patterson,  of  whom  no  record  is  given.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  boy  when  his 
parents  removed  from  North  Carolina  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  reared  and  remained  there 
until  his  marriage,  and  until  after  he  had  become 
the  head  of  a  family.  Then,  in  1866,  he  sold  his 
faun  and  made  other  preparations  for  removal  to 
the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The  Hawkeye 
State  at  that  time  was  attracting  much  attention  by 
its  rapid  growth  and  by  the  inducements  it  offered 


to  the  energetic  pioneer.  He  resolved  to  seek  it, 
and  accordingly  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Springville.  Ilis  in¬ 


tentions,  however,  were  never  carried  out,  his  life 


being  cut  short  by  the  fell  destroyer  ere  the  close 
of  the  year.  He  went  to  Keokuk  County  to  visit  a 
son,  was  taken  ill  and  died  there.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  he  had  married  Miss  Sarah  Baines,  a  native  of 


Loudoun  County,  Va.,  born  in  1807,  and  daughter 


of  Elijah  and  Rachel  Baines 


Our  subject’s  mother, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  married  Joseph 


Batty,  and  now  lives  near  Viola,  in  her  seventy- 


ninth  year,  and  is  still  active  and  robust.  She  is 


the  mother  of  twelve  children,  nine  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  has  sixty-four  g'randchildren  and 
forty-six  great-grandchildren. 

John  C.  Crew  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  in 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  educated  in  the  district 
school.  He  was  a  youth  of  studious  habits  and 
thoughtful  beyond  his  years,  and  before  he  had  at¬ 
tained  his  majority  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the 
future.  Among  these  were  a  homestead  in  the 
West.  In  1865  he  set  his  face  Westward,  crossed 
the  Mississippi  and  came  into  Linn  County.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  years  and  still  un¬ 
married.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  face  of 
the  country  and  the  prospect  held  out  to  the  young 
and  enterprising  farmer.  He  returned  home  and 
completed  his  preparations  for  a  final  removal. 
The  following  fall  he  returned  to  Iowa,  but  did  not 
make  any  purchase  of  land  until  the  next  year,  in 
the  meantime  having  been  married,  Feb.  2,  1866,  to 
Miss  Laura  Orison,  a  native  of  Belmont  County, 
and  daughter  of  Elwood  and  Catharine  (White) 
Orison.  She  was  born  Nov.  16,  1846;  her  parents  1 
and  grandparents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Belmont  County,  Ohio.  Amos  Orison,  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Crew,  was  born  on  the  Sciota  River  in 
Noith  Caiolina,  and  moved  to  Ohio  while  it  was 
yet  a  Territory.  He  married  Helen  Nichols,  and 
the  offspring  was  Elwood  Orison.  The  latter  was 
a  merchant  in  Ohio.  After  our  subject’s  re-  E 
moval  to  this  State  he  built  a  house  and  improved 
twenty  acres  of  his  land,  and  finding  that  he  could 
dispose  of  this  to  advantage,  he  sold  it  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  price  and  purchased  another  tract  of  wild 
land,  on  section  24  of  Maine  Township.  He  was 
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also  compelled  to  build  another  house,  and  he  im¬ 
proved  twenty-five  or  thirty  acres  of  this  farm. 
Like  the  other  this  soon  offered  him  advantages 
which  enabled  him  to  sell  to  good  profit,  and  he 
also  disposed  of  this.  In  1872  he  purchased  the 
place  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  on  section 
33,  Maine  Township.  For  the  third  time  he  had 
taken  up  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and  having  ob¬ 
tained  much  experience  from  his  operations  on  the 
first  two,  he  was  enabled  to  proceed  more  rapidly 
with  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  latter. 
He  now  has  a  tract  of  120  acres,  all  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  supplied  with  a  fine  set  of 
frame  buildings.  He  has  embellished  the  premises 
with  handsome  shade  trees,  and  planted  a  fruit  or¬ 
chard  which  is  beginning  to  yield  bountifully. 
Success  has  crowned  his  early  efforts  and  industry, 
and,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  is  reaping  a 
rich  reward,  as  much,  perhaps,  in  solid  comfort  and 
enjoyment  as  in  the  accumulation  of  a  competency. 

Six  children  have  come  to  bless  the  household  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crew,  whom  they  have  named  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Delbert  J.,  Harland,  Arthur  E.,  George  S., 
Burt  P.  and  Ada  B.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crew  are  mem¬ 
bers  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  politically  Mr.  C.  is  a  conscientious  Re¬ 
publican.  He  is  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  man,  a  good 
citizen,  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors 
and  acquaintances. 


RANK  J.  SESSIONS,  County  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Schools  of  Linn  County,  and  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Marion,  is  the  eldest  son  of  Charles 
M.  and  Mary  J.  (Armstrong)  Sessions.  Charles 
was  born  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  wife 
in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  in  York 
State,  and  emigrated  thence  to  .Tones  County, 
Iowa,  settling  near  what  is  now  the  town  of  Mar- 
telle,  Greenfield  Township.  He  was  a  Methodist 
preacher,  and  in  consequence  lived  in  many  differ¬ 
ent  localities  during  his  ministry.  In  1872  he 
went  to  Mt.  Vernon,  this  county,  and  there  em¬ 
barked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  continuing  the  same, 
with  no  small  degree  of  success,  for  about  ten 
years.  He  is  living  in  Mt.  Vernon  at  the  present 
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time,  and  is  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life, 
although  holding  some  important  local  offices.  He 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Frank  J.,  Ida  M.,  George  W.,  Harriet  E.  and 
Charles  E.  Ida  M.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  A.  Barthol¬ 
omew,  and  they  are  living  in  Dakota;  George  W. 
married  Anna  C.  Gross,  and  they  are  living  at 
Ford  River,  Mich.;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of  John 
E.  Morritt,  and  they  reside  at  Mt.  Vernon ;  Charles 
E.  married  Miss  Richardson,  and  they  are  also  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  last-named  place. 

Frank  J.  Sessions  was  born  in  Jones  County, 

Iowa,  Feb.  18,  1853.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
began  to  feel  the  importance  of  a  better  education 
than  was  to  be  had  in  the  common  schools,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1872  matriculated  at  Cornell  Colleo-e, 
and  followed  the  curriculum  of  that  institution  for 
four  years,  receiving  a  diploma  from  the  Normal 
Department  of  the  college.  After  completing  his 
college  course  he  engaged  in  journalism  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  four  years  at 
that  place  and  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill. 

In  1880  our  subject  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  father,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  which 
partnership  continued  until  1883.  They  then  sold 
out,  and  in  September  of  that  year  our  subject  was 
elected  Principal  of  the  schools  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

This  position  he  held  one  year,  when  he  was  elected 
Principal  of  the  schools  at  Springville,  removing 
to  that  place  in  the  fall  of  1884,  and  holding  the 
position  until  Jan.  1,  1886.  He  was  elected 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Linn  County  |  j}f 
in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  January  1  of  the  follow-  .  Jl 
ing  year  resigned  his  position  as  Principal  of  the 
schools  at  Springville,  took  charge  of  the  office, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

Mr.  Sessions  was  married  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill., 

June  23,  1879,  to  Miss  Clara  J.  Fisher.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Kephart)  Fisher, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  moved  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  settled  in  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill., 
where  they  both  died.  Of  their  union  five  chil¬ 
dren,  two  daughters  and  three  sons,  were  born, 

Mrs.  Sessions  being  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

She  first  saw  light  at  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill.,  March  12, 

1856,  and  has  borne  our  subject  four  children — 

Alma  M.,  Thomas  W.,  Charles  M.  and  Harriet  E. 
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Mr.  Sessions  is  ii  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  his  wife  holds  fellowship  with  the  Baptist  de¬ 
nomination.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  popular  throughout  the  county,  and 
was  elected  to  his  present  office  by  a  very  flatter¬ 
ing  majority  over  his  opponent,  l-eceiving  408 
majority,  while  the  volume  of  the  ticket  ran  from 
twelve  to  125. 


R.  GEORGE  R.  SKINNER,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  born  May 
19,  1836.  lie  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and 
Roxana  (Read)  Skinner,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  the  parental  family  consisted  of  two  children, 
George  R.,  our  subject,  and  a  daughter,  Mary  J., 
who  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The  parents 
removed  from  their  native  State  to  Iowa,  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Cedar  Rapids  in  1872,  where  the  mother 
departed  this  life  three  years  later. 

George  R.  Skinner  remained  with  his  parents 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  the  meantime 
received  an  academic  education,  after  which  he  be¬ 
came  a  teacher.  In  1854  he  went  to  Illinois  and 
settled  in  Ogle  County,  opening  a  drug-store  in 
Polo,  where  he  was  engaged  for  the  following  six 
years,  and  during  the  time  gave  diligent  attention 
to  the  stud}'  of  medicine;  afterward,  in  1866,  tak¬ 
ing  a  course  of  lectures  at  Bellevue  College,  in 
New  York  City. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  Dr.  Skinner 
enlisted,  and  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  in 
Compauy  D,  92d  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  for  two 
years  was  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  E.  H.  Murray.  He 
was  in  various  engagements,  and  received  a  slight 
wound  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  He  was  also 
in  the  battles  of  Sweetwater,  Mission  Ridge,  Tun¬ 
nel  Hill,  the  second  battle  of  Resaca,  and  many 
others  of  more  or  less  importance.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  home,  resumed  his  medical 
studies,  and  practiced  in  Polo,  continuing  there 
until  1871,  when  he  came  to  this  place  and  opened 
his  present  office. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  George  R.  Skinner  and 


Miss  Annie  C.  Coleman  took  place  in  1867.  Mrs. 
Skinner  is  the  daughter  of  Soloman  and  Mary 
(Chase)  Colman,  and  is  a  native  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — George 
Ellise,  Frank,  and  a  babe  unnamed. 

Dr.  Skinner  is  Republican  in  politics,  and,  with 
his  family,  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  He  stands  high  in  his  profession, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Ex¬ 
aminers,  President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Medical 
Society,  and  also  a  member  and  President  of  the 
Iowa  Union  Medical  Society.  He  is  the  owner  of 
property  in  the  city,  and  has  an  orange  grove  in 
Florida  of  forty  acres. 


,J.  SNOUFFER  is  closely  connected  with 
the  Merchant  Mills  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Watrous  &  Co. 
He  is  a  native  of  Maiyland,  son  of  Jacob 
Elizabeth  (Arthur)  Snouffer,  and  was  born 
24,  1825.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  on  coming  to  America  settled  near  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  where  they  were  engaged  in  farming,  and 
remained  until  their  death,  the  father  passing  away 
in  1852,  and  the  mother  in  July,  1862.  They  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  The  living  are  Joseph,  William  and  Joshua. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  assisted  in  the  lighter 
labors  of  the  farm  and  attended  school  until  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  learned  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade.  He  subsequently  became  a  soldier 
in  the  Mexican  War,  occupying  the  post  of  First 
Sergeant  of  a  dragoon  company.  He  was  in  the 
hospital  several  months  being  wounded  in  the  head. 
As  soon  as  he  was  able  he  returned  home  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1852,  then  came  to  Iowa  and 
settled  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  for  the  last  thirty-four 
years  has  eaten  upon  the  same  table,  and  slept  in 
the  same  room.  There  were  only  about  350  in¬ 
habitants  when  he  came  to  the  city,  and  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  its  improvement  and  rejoiced  in  its  prosper¬ 
ity.  He  superintended  the  erection  of  the  Brick 
Mill  in  1875,  and  has  been  engaged  in  milling, 
principally,  since  that  time.  The  partnership  has 
existed  for  twenty-seven  years,  a  good  recom- 
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mendation  for  both  gentlemen.  In  the  meantime 
he  has  become  the  possessor  of  several  farms  and 
still  owns  considerable  land  in  Iowa.  His  residence 
is  on  the  corner  of  First  avenue  and  Fifth  street, 
and  for  many  years  has  been  a  pleasant  place  of  re¬ 
sort  for  young  and  old. 

Mr.  Snouffer  was  married  in  1847,  to  Miss  Anna 
White,  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  now  the  mother  of 
the  following  children :  The  eldest  daughter,  Annie, 
Mrs.  Stephens,  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has 
one  son,  Eddy ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Harris,  is  a  resident  of 
New  Mexico,  and  has  one  son,  Archibald;  the  oth¬ 
ers  are  Fannie  and  Virginia;  the  latter  is  attending 
school  in  Wisconsin. 

The  education  of  Mr.  Snouffer  was  completed  at 
Notre  Dame  and  his  early  manhood  gave  indica¬ 
tions  of  his  later  energy  and  force  of  character.  He 
is  well  informed  and  has  occupied  many  prominent 
positions  in  the  county.  He  has  been  Overseer  of 
the  Poor  and  Township  Trustee,  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  acting  Mayor. 
He  was  prime  mover  in  establishing  the  Water- 
Works,  and  Street  Railroad,  and  was  connected 
with  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Society  as  Vice- 
President  and  otherwise  for  1 6  years.  He  has  been 
President  of  the  Iowa  Miller’s  Association  since 
1870,  and  also  President  of  the  Miller’s  Association 
Insurance  Company  of  Iowa.  He  is  an  uncompro¬ 
mising  Democrat,  and  upholds  that  party  with  the 
determination  which  has  characterized  his  course 
all  through  life.  To  such  men  the  Hawkeye  State 
is  indebted  for  her  progress,  and  it  will  be  difficult 
to  supply  their  places  when  they  shall  have  passed 
away. 

RS.  MARY  PRESTON,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Rebecca  (Wat¬ 
son)  Facer,  natives  of  England  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts  respectively.  They  were  married 
and  located  in  New  York  City,  where  they  lived 
for  forty  years,  when  they  moved  to  Seneca  Falls 
and  retired  from  active  life.  The}'  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  the  following  six  of  whom  are  now 
living :  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Evans ;  Charles,  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  Mary,  our  subject;  Adaline,  now  Mrs. 
Holden,  of  St.  Louis;  Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Harris,  of 


Cleveland,  and  Elmira,  now  Mrs.  Cole,  of  Leroy, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Facer  died  about  the  year  1856,  and 
his  wife  a  decade  later. 

Mary  Facer,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  Aug. 
9,  1814,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hon.  Isaac  M. 


ill 
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Preston  in  the  year  1837.  Mr.  Preston  was  born  1 
April  25,  1813,  and  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  and 
Anna  (Hoag)  Preston.  His  grandparents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  England,  and  Levi,  the  name  of  his  grand¬ 
father,  was  born  Sept.  6,  1736.  He  was  married 
to  Deliverance  Mosher,  who  was  born  March  25, 
1730.  This  pioneer  couple  emigrated  to  America 
soon  after  their  marriage,  and  settled  among  the 
pilgrims  in  Massachusetts.  Later  they  moved  to 
the  granite  hills  of  Vermont,  where  Levi  was  living 
when  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out.  He  joined 
with  the  colonists  in  that  eventful  struggle,  and  did 
honorable  service.  Seven  children  were  the  result 
of  this  union,  among  whom  was  Ephraim,  the  father 
of  Hon.  I.  M.  He  married  Annie  Hoag,  and  to 
them  wTere  born  six  children.  In  the  year  1814, 
with  his  family,  he  moved  to  Onondaga  County, 

N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  the  year  1849.  He  was  engaged 
in  farming,  was  a  vigorous,  hard-working  man,  and 
cleared  up  a  new  farm  in  the  then  wilderness  of 
New  YY>rk. 

Isaac  M.  Preston,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  was 
given  his  time  that  he  might  provide  for  himself. 
Thus  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  without 
means  or  an  education,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which  he  worked  until  the 
year  1840.  He  was  ambitious,  however,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  he  struggled  at  his  trade  he  had  often  111 
resolved  to  study  law.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  in  that  day  and  under  those  circum¬ 
stances  but  little  encouragement  could  be  given  to 
a  young  man  who  had  enjoyed  no  better  advan¬ 
tages  than  he.  There  were  in  his  nature,  however, 
those  elements  which  are  of  far  greater  importance 
in  making  life  a  success  than  the  early  training  in 
the  schoolroom,  however  essential  this  may  be.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  tenacity  of  purpose,  stupendous 
will  power,  good  business  tact,  and  when  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  even  but  slightly  presented  itself  he  seized 
it  and  made  the  most  possible  of  it.  During  this 
time  in  his  life,  April  3,  1837,  he  was  united  in 
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marriage,  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Facer. 
In  1842  lie  came  to  Iowa  with  his  family,  then  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  wife  and  two  sons,  Joseph  II.  and  Ed¬ 
mund  C.  Me  first  stopped  at  Iowa  City,  thence 
removed  to  Marion,  Linn  County.  During  these 
years,  although  with  a  growing  family-  upon  his 
hands,  he  studied  law,  and  being  a  close  observer, 
he  was  enabled  to  pass  a  creditable  examination, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Oct.  26,  1842.  He 
immediately  took  a  front  rank  in  the  profession, 
and  ere  long  was  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Eighteenth  District  of  Iowa,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  office  with  ability  for  the  following 
M  two  years.  In  1846  he  was  appointed  and  com¬ 
missioned,  by  Gov.  James  Clark,  Colonel  of  the 
3rd  Iowa  Militia.  In  1843  he  was  chosen  Probate 
Judge  for  the  county  of  Linn,  and  re-elected  in 
1846,  serving  six  years.  He  had  proven  himself 
to  possess  rare  ability,  and  continually  rose  in 
favor,  and  March  13,  1847,  was  appointed  the  first 
United  States  District  Attorney  of  Iowa.  The 
year  following  he  was  chosen  by  the  people  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  General  Assembly, 
serving  with  distinction  for  two  years.  In  1850  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  by  the  district  com¬ 
posed  of  Linn,  Benton  and  Tama  Counties.  Four 
years  he  served  in  this  position.  Much  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  early  legislation  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
able  and  statesmanlike  qualities  of  Mr.  Preston. 

As  an  attorney  Mr.  Preston  was  always  quite 
successful,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading- 
members  of  the  bar  of  the  State.  As  an  advocate 
he  was  precise,  careful,  earnest,  astute,  and  in  the 
defense  of  cases  often  eloquent.  He  did  nothing- 
in  a  hurry,  never  became  excited,  but  acted  only 
after  mature  deliberation.  He  was  rich  in  resource, 
adroit  in  legal  citations,  ready  in  retort,  and  pos¬ 
sessing  a  large  degree  of  common  sense  and  orig¬ 
inality  of  reasoning,  Mr.  Preston  was  surely  the 
peer  of  any  one  at  the  bar  of  the  county.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  took  an  active  part 
in  all  matters  not  only  pertaining  to  his  party’s 
welfare,  but  the  general  good  of  the  public. 

The  demise  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  M.  Preston  oc¬ 
curred  at  Cedar  Rapids,  March  6,  1880.  He  was 
greatly  mourned,  in  that  he  was  loved  and  re¬ 
spected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  was  a  man 
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widely  known  and  esteemed  for  his  integrity,  hon¬ 
esty  and  uprightness,  both  in  his  social  and  public 
life.  He  ever  strove  for  the  suppression  of  evil 
and  the  doing  of  good.  He  was  a  kind  father  and 
husband,  and  the  esteemed  lady  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  lost  a  dear  companion  at  his  death. 


J.  HART,  of  the  substantial  firm  of  Hart 
Bros.,  lumber  dealers  at  Cedar  Rapids,  was 
born  in  Frederick,  Md.,  Feb.  4,  1840,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Herring)  Hart,  also 
natives  of  Maryland.  The  father  came  to  Cedar- 
Rapids  and  located  in  1855.  He  was  a  lumber 
dealer  and  brick  manufacturer,  and  on  leaving  his 
southern  home,  sold  out,  slaves  and  all,  and  on  tak¬ 
ing  up  his  residence  at  Cedar  Rapids,  lived  retired 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1858.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1883,  when  she  joined  him  on 
the  other  shore.  They  had  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  have  passed  to  the  home  beyond  except 
four:  Jacob  A.,  a  member  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
firm;  J.  C.,  our  subject;  Alice,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Kehne,  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  John 
Morris. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  the  common 
schools  until-  fourteen  years  of  age.  After  coming 
to  Cedar  Rapids  he  worked  at  various  occupations 
until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  when,  having  ac¬ 
cumulated  sufficient  to  give  him  a  start  in  the  world, 
he,  in  company  with  his  brother,  Jacob  A.,  opened 
a  lumber-yard  on  Second  street  and  C  avenue, 
which  they  have  continued  to  operate  until  the 
present  time.  They  own  some  3,000  acres  of  land 
in  Florida,  a  portion  of  which  they  have  improved, 
and  where  they  are  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
oranges,  bananas  and  pineapples.  They  have 
erected  quite  a  number  of  residences  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  which  they  rent,  and  have  110  acres  of  land  on 
the  Boulevard,  estimated  at  $20,000,  and  also  other 
farms  throughout  the  State.  They  are  stock-holders 
in  the  water-works,  plow-works  and  woolen  factory, 
and  are  men  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity,  being 
among  the  foremost  in  the  business  circle  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Our  subject’s  residence  is  on  the  corner 
of  Second  street  and  Sixth  avenue. 


Mr.  Hart  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
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.  I,  20th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
i  !E  three  years.  He  was  always  with  his  regiment  and 
i  |j  participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Vicks- 
11  burg,  Ft.  Morgan,  Mustang  Island,  Blakely  and 
ii|  Mobile,  and  held  the  position  of  Sergeant  in  his 
i  company.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 


LFRED  P.  ALEXANDER,  of  Marion,  Iowa, 
is  a  prominent  Government  claim  attorney, 
and  is  carrying  on  his  business  in  an  intel- 
ligent,  straightforward  and  highly  credita- 
:  ble  manner.  His  record  has  been  a  good  one,  as 
the  following  brief  history  indicates. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  IT.  and 

They  came  from  ex- 
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its:  Delphia  (Hunter)  Alexander. 

,|  cellent  families  on  both  sides,  who  were  people  of 
lflS  prominence  in  their  respective  communities.  The 


:  father  was  born  and  reared  in  Mercer  County,  Ky., 
jj  among  the  Shakers,  and  imbibed  from  them  those 
jj  deeply  moral  principles  for  which  he  was  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  life.  The  grandparents  were  from  North 
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i  i  Carolina  and  of  Scotch  descent.  The  family  of  the 
i-  5  mother  was  from  Kentucky,  but  removed  to  Law- 

1  :[H 

IwlR  rence  County,  Ind.,  at  an  early  day,  and  there  her 
-  birth  occurred.  She  was  also  reared  there,  was 
there  married  to  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  there 


} :  -  resided  with  him  until  her  departure  from  the  scenes 
of  earth. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  history  of  those 
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J  a  stanch  old  ancestors  from  which  sprang  the  genera¬ 
tion  that  is  now  passing-  away.  Stanch  and  true 
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passing-  away. 

H  5  were  they,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
j  present  generation,  with  modern  civilization  all 
{  :  about  them  and  the  refinements  of  a  progressive  age, 
{  ;  will  possess  the  qualities  which  rendered  their  pro- 
3  genitors  so  notable  for  their  force  of  character, 
steadfastness  of  principle,  and  admirable  qualities 
of  heart  and  mind. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Alexander  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  Ind.,  Aug.  2G,  1832.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  learned  the  trade  Of  a  cabinet-maker 
\  and  house-joiner,  and  in  1855  crossed  the  Missis- 
p  sippi  and  came  over  into  Iowa.  He  had  received 
=  an  excellent  education  and  was  possessed  of  an  in- 
■  telligent  and  acquiring  mind.  He  located  first  in 

jp|  _ 


Iowa  County,  worked  at  his  trade  as  he  had  oppor-  [J 
tunity,  and  employed  the  intervening  time  as  a 
teacher.  Five  years  later,  such  headway  had  he 
made  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  new  asso¬ 
ciates  and  fellow-citizens,  that  he  was  proffered  the 
position  of  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Marion  Town¬ 
ship,  which  position  he  occupied  until  the  notes  of 
war  began  to  sound  through  all  the  land,  and  the 
Government  was  calling  for  troops  to  suppress  the 
Rebellion.  He  then  laid  aside  personal  interests 
and  private  inclinations  and  proffered  himself  as  a 
volunteer  soldier. 

Our  subject  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  A.,  6th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service 
July  17,  1861,  with  the  rank  of  Corporal.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  department  of  Mis¬ 
souri  under  command  of  Gen.  Fremont  and  was  at 
once  engaged  in  active  service.  In  the  following 
November  Mr.  Alexander  was  severely  wounded  by 
a  gunshot  in  the  left  hand  while  on  picket  duty  at 
Springfield,  Mo.  This  resulted  in  the  loss  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  hand.  He  continued  in  the 


service,  however,  and  in  the  following  summer 
was  promoted  Sergeant.  He  was  assigned  to  re¬ 
cruiting  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  was  thus 
employed  for  several  months,  and  was  then  recalled 
to  the  field  and  detailed  as  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff 
of  Gen.  Corse.  He  continued  in  that  department 
of  service  until  Jan.  5,  1863,  when  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge  on  account  of  wounds  received 
in  battle.  He  then  returned  to  Davenport  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  his  present  business,  for  which  iie  had  be¬ 
come  well  fitted  by  his  experience  in  the  army  and 
his  natural  talent  of  observation  and  memory. 

In  1864  Alfred  P.  Alexander,  on  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Adjutant  General,  was  commissioned  by 
Gov.  Kirkwood  a  special  agent  for  the  settlement 
of  officer’s  accounts  with  the  Government.  These 
duties  called  him  to  Washington,  where  he  remained 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  until  the 
spring  of  1865.  He  was  remarkably  successful  in 
adjusting  and  closing  up  complicated  and  impor¬ 
tant  accounts,  thus  saving  many  parties  interested, 
tedious  delay  and  heavy  loss.  ITe  continued  to  act 
as  a  Government  claim  attorney  until  1867,  when 
he  assigned  his  business  to  his  partner  to  accept  the 
position  of  Assistant  Assessor  and  Collector  of  the 
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Second  District  of  Iowa,  in  the  Internal  Revenue, 
which  position  he  filled  with  fidelity  and  ability  for 
four  years.  The  succeeding  three  years  were  spent 
in  traveling  for  a  Chicago  publishing  house.  He 
then,  in  1875,  came  to  Marion,  Iowa,  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  Maple  River  Railroad  Land  Company, 
and  was  employed  one  year  in  securing  the  right  of 
way  for  that  company.  This  completed,  he  resumed 
business  as  Government  claim  attorney,  in  which 
he  has  been  occupied  continuously  since.  His  field 
of  operations  extends  throughout  Iowa  and  the 
Western  States.  Ilis  reputation  as  an  adjuster  of 
claims  against  the  Government  stands  high  among 
the  old  soldiers,  with  whom  he  has  an  extensive  ac¬ 
quaintance. 

Soon  after  making  his  first  trip  to  the  Hawkeye 
State,  Mr.  Alexander  took  unto  himself  a  life  part¬ 
ner  in  the  person  of  Miss  Rebecca  A.  Lanning, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Lanning,  their  marriage  occur¬ 
ring  at  Marengo,  Iowa,  Jan.  28,  1857.  Mrs.  Alex¬ 
ander  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Ind.,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother 
of  eight  children ;  of  two  of  these  they  have  been 
bereft — Charles  M.,  an  infant  of  nine  months  who 
died  in  March,  1862.  and  Mary  Grace,  who  died  at 
the  same  age  in  January,  1872.  The  living  are  Ed¬ 
ward  C.,  who  married  Miss  Mary  W right,  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Davenport,  Iowa;  Willard  I.,  Joseph  B., 
Mattie  E.,  Alfred  P.,  Jr.,  and  Mabel  Adel. 

Capt.  Alexander  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
Post  No.  1,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Davenport,  of  which  he 
was  appointed  Commander.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  Robert  Mitchell  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  at  one 
time  edited  a  soldier’s  paper,  called  the  Picket 
Guard.  He  is  a  solid  and  conscientious  Republican, 
and  up  to  1873  took  an  active  part  in  polities. 

H.  SMOUSE,  manufacturer  and  dealer  in 
light  and  heavy  harness,  robes,  collars, 
blankets,  whips,  saddles,  turf-goods,  etc., 
at  No.  22  First  avenue,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  April  10,  1833.  He  is  a  son 
of  Jonathan  and  Mary  A.  (Whitford)  Smouse,  na¬ 
tives  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  harness  and  saddle  maker  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  business  until  1858,  in  Pennsyl- 


£ 


vania;  he  then  came  to  Lee  County,  Ill.,  where  he 
farmed  for  two  years,  coming  thence  to  Linn 
County,  in  1860,  and  settling  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
is  yet  living,  and  resides  on  the  West  side,  corner  of 
Third  street  and  First  avenue.  They  had  nine 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  W.  H.,  our 
subject;  Catharine  R.,  wife  of  I.  A.  Benner,  resi-  g 
dent  of  Fairview,  Dak.;  Annie,  Mrs.  Hawks,  resi-  § 
dent  of  Loup  Fork,  Howard  Co.,  Neb.;  Margarett, 
wife  of  Mac  Davis'  of  the  same  place,  and  Martha  g 
S.,  wife  of  Thomas  Chiverton,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Mr.  Smouse  of  this  notice  assisted  his  father  in 
the  harness-shop  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
also  attended  the  city  schools  and  clerked  in  a  dry-  B  i 
goods  store.  Coming  to  Illinois,  in  1854,  he  began  : 
working  on  a  farm,  and  during  the  summer  season 
quarried  stone.  He  then  returned  to  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1856,  and, 
in  April  of  that  year,  we  find  him  back  in  Lee  | 
County,  Ill.,  a  sturdy  tiller  of  the  soil.  This  voca¬ 
tion  he  continued  until  1859,  and  in  the  spring  of 
that  year,  we  look  into  his  little  shop  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  on  the  AVest  side,  and  see  him  hard  at  work  at 
his  trade.  He  continued  in  his  harness  business 
in  that  city  until  1861,  then  worked  for  Brown  & 
Harper  one  summer.  In  1862  he  was  a  kind  of 
Jack-of-all-trades,  selling  tombstones,  patent  tire 
shrinkers,  and  was  also  an  insurance  agent.  He  was 
thus  variously  occupied  until  Aug.  1,  1862,  and 
twelve  days  later  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  24th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  and  served  three  years.  He  held  the  office  of 

H 

Corporal  until  June  10,  1863,  was  then  promoted  £ 
Quartermaster  Sergeant,  and  held  it  until  Dec.  16, 
1864,  when  he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant 
and  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  served  until  July  5 
17,  1865.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Vicks-  £ 
burg,  Red  River  campaign,  and  was  with  Gen 
Sheridan  in  his  Shenandoah  Valley  raid.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  sick  five  months  during  the  service,  but [ 
was  on  duty  all  the  time,  and  was  never  taken  pris¬ 
oner  or  received  a  serious  wound. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Smouse  returned  to  : 
Cedar  Rapids,  in  October,  1865,  and  clerked  in  a: 
drug-store.  Soon  after  he  commenced  working  for  :  , 
Howland,  in  his  harness-shop,  and  held  this  position  ; 

He  then  took  charge  of  the  books  E  1 
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for  some  years. 
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and  was  salesman  for  more  than  sixteen  years.  In 
March,  1886,  he  commenced  business  for  himself, 
at  his  present  location,  and  is  meeting  with  far 
more  than  ordinary  success,  employing  five  men  to 
assist  him  in  the  manufacture  of  his  goods.  Mr. 
Smouse  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Baker  in 
1854.  She  is  a  native  of  Bakers ville,  Somerset  Co., 
Pa.,  and  daughter  of  John  Baker,  and  has  borne  our 
subject  five  children:  John  B.  is  living  in  Chicago; 
William  J.  is  engaged  in  business  with  our  subject; 
Ida  B.  married  T.  M.  Gibberson,  a  resident  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  the}7  have  one  child — Belle; 
Annie  L.  and  Hattie  M.  reside  at  home.  Mr. 
:  Smouse  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  Secretary 
of  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  and 
the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Linwood 
Cemetery,  and  his  residence  is  No.  381  Third  ave¬ 
nue,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets.  He  also 
1  wns  the  house  and  lot  adjoining  it,  and  is  one  of 
the  foremost  business  men  of  the  thriving  city  of 
t  j  s  Cedar  Rapids. 

ft  AMES*M.  ARMSTRONG,  M.  D.,  a  promi¬ 
nent  and  skillful  physician  of  Lisbon,  is  a 
native  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  six  miles  from  New  Lisbon,  Nov.  6, 
1812.  His  father,  Andrew  Armstrong,  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  York  County,  Pa.,  and  his  grandfather,  John 
Armstrong,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  county 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  pioneer  of  Columbiana  Count}7, 
Ohio,  arriving  there  in  1805.  He  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  cleared  a  farm,  established  a 
comfortable  home,  and  remained  there  until  his  life 
terminated.  A  grandson,  John  Armstrong,  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  old  farm. 

Andrew  Armstrong,  the  father  of  our  subject, 

.  was  a  young  man  when  he  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  In  due  time  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Rachel  King,  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.  He 
.  purchased  a  farm  near  his  father’s  homestead,  where 
he  remained  for  several  years,  then  sold  out  and 
purchased  another  tract  of  land  two  miles  from 
New  Lisbon.  After  a  few  years  he  also  sold  this 


The  marriage  of  James  M.  Armstrong 
Harriet  M.  Perrigo  was 


and  purchased  a  hotel  at  Rochester,  in  the  same  i 
county.  He  was  occupied  as  “  mine  host  ”  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
from  earth  three  days  after  the  demise  of  her  hus¬ 
band.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  J 
only  four  of  whom  are  living;  Thomas  K.  is  a  i 
resident  of  Toledo,  Iowa;  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  William  B.  lives  in 
Marion;  Mrs  Elizabeth  Young  resides  in  Mt. 
Vernon. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  second  child  of 
his  parents’  family.  He  was  a  bright,  active  boy, 
and  improved  every  opportunity  for  educating 
himself.  His  advantages  were  few;  he  attended 
the  subscription  school  during  the  day,  and  at 
night  studied  at  home  by  the  light  of  the  tallow 
dip.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  clerk  in  a  general  store,  at  New  Lisbon, 
and  still  pursued  his  studies  during  his  leisure 
hours,  making  the  German  language  one  of  his 
specialties.  He  was  thus  occupied  for  a  year,  and 
then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account. 

and  Miss 
celebrated  Oct.  28,  1837. 
Mrs.  Harriet  Armstrong  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  died  Dec.  G,  1839.  After  his  marriage 
Dr.  Armstrong  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  two  years.  He  had  for  some  time  been 
inclined  to  enter  upon  a  professional  life,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of 
George  Fries,  M.  D.,  at  Hanover,  Columbiana  Co., 
Ohio.  He  remained  there  two  years  and  then  at¬ 
tended  a  course  of  lectures  in  Philadelphia.  He 
commenced  practice  at  Carrolton,  Carroll  Co., 
Ohio,  and  remained  in  this  county  until  1856,  when 
he  decided  to  go  farther  West.  He  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  came  into  Lisbon,  then  but  a  growing- 
village,  commenced  practice  here,  and  has  been  for 
the  most  part  actively  engaged  until  1882;  at  that 
time  he  endeavored  to  withdraw,  and  now  only 
practices  among  old  friends  and  acquaintances. 

The  second  marriage  of  Dr.  Armstrong  occurred 
Sept.  14,  1843,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Nancy  J.  Westfall,  a  native  of  Carroll 
County,  Ohio,  and  she  departed  this  life  Sept.  3, 
1864. 

Dr.  Armstrong  was  married  a  third  time,  Sept. 
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24,  1805,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Caro¬ 
line  (Eckerson)  Coe.  She  was  a  native  of  Rergcn 
County,  N.  J.,  and  a  daughter  of  Edwin  P.  and 
a  Hettie  (Conklin)  Eckerson.  She  was  the  widow  of 
John  I).  Coe,  also  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  by 
her  first  husband  became  the  mother  of  five  chil¬ 
dren.  lie  died  Oct.  0,  1863.  The  record  of  the 


children  is  as  follows :  Augusta  Parsons  lives  in 


Sac  Count}’,  Iowa;  Mary  Kettering,  in  Lisbon; 


Frank  G.,  at  Long  Island,  Phelps  Co.,  Kan.;  Clar¬ 
ence  M.,  in  Custer  County,  Neb. 

Dr.  Armstrong  is  the  father  of  six  children;  a 
daughter,  Harriet,  by  the  first  marriage,  and  of  the 
second  marriage,  the  children  are  as  follows: 
Frances  E.  Rood  lives  in  Mt.  Vernon;  Thomas,  in 
Butler  County,  Kan. ;  Sarah  Kurtz,  in  Marion ; 
Levi,  in  Waukon,  Allamakee  Co.,  Iowa,  and  Anna 
Shaum,  in  Maryville,  Mo. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  are  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  Trustee,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
has  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school  for  years. 
He  is  interested  in  all  good  works,  and  everything 
that  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  intellectual 
and  moral  status  of  the  community.  As  a  physician 
he  was  skillful,  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  du¬ 
ties,  and  greatly  attached  himself  to  his  patients  by 
his  uniform  sympathy  and  kindness.  He  stands 
among  the  honored  residents  of  Lisbon,  and  is  ac¬ 
corded  that  respect  and  affection  which  is  due  to 


every  man  who  has  fulfilled  all  the  obligations  of  a 


good  citizen. 


living 


AMUEL  W.  DURHAM,  surveyor 
at  Marion,  has  been  a  resident  of  Linn 
County  since  1841.  He  was  born  in  South¬ 
ern  Indiana,  March  7,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of 


jCol.  Jesse  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Ewing)  Durham.  Both 
1  parents  were  born  near  Danville,  Ivy.  The  Ewing 


family  was  originally  from  Pennsylvania;  John  Dur¬ 
ham,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Henrico  County, 


grandmother,  was  a  native  of  same  county. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in  his  native 


Martha  (Brigg)  Durham,  the  maternal 


State  in  Jackson  County,  and  there  studied  survey-  gj  ) 
ing.  He  came  to  Linn  County  as  early  as  the  fall  of 
1  840,  on  a  prospecting  tour,  then  went  back  to  Indi¬ 
ana.  The  following  spring,  1841,  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  established  his  home  on  a  tract  of  165 
acres  located  on  section  25,  of  Bertram  Township, 


which  he  entered.  He  then  engaged  as  assistant 

-  o  O 


surveyor  on  the  Government  survey  in  this  region. 
In  1843  he  took  the  first  contract  for  Government 
surveying.  He  sub-divided  Keokuk  County,  which 
included  the  tract  of  land  where  the  city  of  Sigour¬ 
ney  now  stands.  He  was  engaged  in  Government 
survey  from  1841  until  1855,  inclusive.  During 
this  time  he  also  sub-divided  portions  of  Poweshiek, 
Tama  and  Marshall  Counties,  including  the  present 
site  of  Tama  City.  In  1847  he  made  the  Govern¬ 
ment  survey  of  a  portion  of  Des  Moines  County, 
including  the  site  of  the  city  of  Des  Moines.  The 
surveys  of  this  district  was  so  perfectly  done  that  it 
was  termed  the  “  model  survey.” 

In  1848  Mr.  Durham  began  a  survey  on  Turkey 
River,  in  Winneshiek  County,  but  was  interrupted 
in  November  by  a  severe  and  unusual  snow-storm. 
The  snow  fell  to  a  great  depth  and  remained  until 
spring,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  work, 
but  the  following  spring  he  resumed  and  completed 
it.  He  also  assisted  in  surveying  a  district  in  Chick¬ 
asaw  County  the  same  season.  In  the  fall  of  1849, 
and  the  winter  of  1850  he  made  a  survey  of  twelve 
townships  on  Lake  Pepin  and  on  Chippewa  River, 
including  all  of  the  magnificent  forest  lying  be¬ 
tween  Dead  Lake  and  Lake  Pepin,  Wis.,  finishing 
the  same  in  the  winter  of  1850.  From  that  time 
on  until  1853  he  was  chiefly  engaged  in  farming, 
and  then  took  a  contract  to  survey  twelve  town¬ 
ships  on  Clear  Lake,  Cerro  Gordo  Co.,  Iowa,  which 
included  the  sites  of  Mason  City  and  Clear  Lake. 
In  1855  he  took  a  contract  from  Surveyor-General 
Lewis  to  survey  sixteen  townships,  including  the 
east  half  of  Cherokee,  west  quarter  of  Buena  Vista, 
two  townships  in  O’Brien  and  two  in  Ida  County, 
this  State.  This  job  closed  his  Government  work. 

In  1841  Mr.  Durham  was  elected  County  Sur¬ 
veyor  of  Linn  County,  being  the  second  to  hold 
that  office  and  the  first  that  kept  the  record  of  sur¬ 
veys  made.  He  held  that  position  at  intervals 
until  1881.  In  1846  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Linn 
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County,  and  in  January,  1847,  moved  to  Marion. 
He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  of  1844.  The  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the 
Constitution,  framed  by  that  convention,  not  being- 
entirety  satisfactory,  the  people  refused  to  adopt  it 
by  a  vote  of  7,235  to  7,656  against.  He  was 
chosen  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  in  1845. 

Mr.  Durham  was  married  near  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Dec.  12,  1843,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Wolcott,  daughter  of  Dr.  Augustus  and 
Nancy  (Cole)  Wolcott,  of  Elyria,  Lorain  Co., 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Durham  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7,  1819.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  nine  children  have  been  born,  five -of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Jefferson  died  aged  twenty- 
five  years;  Canfield  is  living  at  home;  Alice  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  Tillotson,  of  Grundy  Center,  Iowa ; 
Mary  is  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Benja¬ 
min  H.  is  Assistant  City  Engineer  of  Minneapolis; 
Louisa  E.  resides  with  the  old  folk,  and  Jesse,  Au¬ 
gustus  and  John  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Durham  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  his 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  is 
a  gentleman  of  whom  one  hears  only  good,  and  his 
acquaintances  include  those  in  a  wide  range.  His 
neighbors  of  the  pioneer  days,  who  are  still  left, 
delight  to  testify  to  his  honest,  manly  work,  and 
the  good  opinion  of  those  people  who  endured 
hardships  and  privation  together  is  no  idle  compli¬ 
ment. 

— - ^ 

ILTON  SQUIRES.  Among  the  represent¬ 
ative  farmers  of  Linn  County,  the  name 
of  our  subject  stands  out  prominently  as 
representing  a  good  citizen  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  business  man,  and  a  farmer  of  the  first  class. 
He  resides  on  section  35,  Washington  Township. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  Oct.  17, 
1811,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Dowell) 
Squires,  both  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
John  Squires  was  born  in  1788,  and  died  in  Breck¬ 
inridge  County,  Kty.,  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Linn 
County,  Iowa,  in  1860,  aged  sixtjr  years.  Mr. 
John  Squires  was  a  farmer,  following  his  calling 
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peacefully,  and  living  the  life  of  a  worthy  citizen, 
and  he  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children :  Milton,  our  subject ;  Martin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisiana  Hashfield ;  Christo¬ 
pher  married  Melinda  Hashfield ;  George  took  for 
his  life  partner,  Miss  Lucy  Miller;  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  William  Pascal  Robinson ;  Mintie  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years ;  Horace  married  Miss  Mary 
Miller;  William  died  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age ;  one  died  in  infancy. 

Milton  Squires  is  the  eldest  of  his  parents’  chil¬ 
dren.  He  married  Miss  Esther  Gilbert,  Feb.  28, 
1841.  The  lady  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and 
died  in  1844,  in  Iowa.  Subsequently  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Mounts,  who  was  born  in  Illinois, 
and  died  in  Iowa  in  1867.  Mr.  Squires  then  mar¬ 
ried  Mrs.  Mary  Neighbor,  Nov.  22,  1867.  She  was 
the  widow  of  Phillip  Neighbor,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  May  17,  1811,  and  who  died  in  1864. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Squires  was  born  Sept.  14,  1818,  in 
Pennsylvania.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Buris  Moore, 
and  was  married  to  Mr.  Neighbor  Oct.  14,  1836, 
by  whom  she  had  eleven  children,  as  follows : 
Warren  D.,  Hiram,  Marilda,  Harriet,  Buris,  George, 
Leonard,  Willard  B.,  Phillip,  Albert  and  Mary  A. 
Mr.  Squires  is  the  father  of  eleven  children,  seven 
girls  and  four  boys — Nancjq  Melchisedec  (died 
aged  three  months),  Arminta,  Mary,  Laura,  John, 
Smith,  Margaret,  Dora,  Emeline  and  George,  all  of 
whom  except  two  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Squires  came  to  Iowa  from  Kentucky  in 
1840.  He  made  the  journey  on  horseback,  crossed 
the  Mississippi  at  New  Boston,  and  located  in  Wash¬ 
ington  Township.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  and  consequentty  was  fitted  to  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  a  pioneer.  A  subscription  school  af¬ 
forded  him  a  limited  education,  which  his  natural 
ability  has  enabled  him  to  put  to  good  account. 
He  recollects  the  time  when  the  Indians  camped  all 
around  him,  the  homes  of  the  white  man  being  few 
and  far  between.  From  a  moderate  beginning  he 
has  accumulated  271  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  In 
the  early  days  he  was  obliged  to  have  his  milling- 
done  near  Muscatine,  a  distance  of  forty  miles.  In 
the  winter  of  1845,  the  mills  being  frozen  up,  Mr. 
Squires’  family  was  compelled  to  subsist  on  hominy 
and  wild  game,  not  tasting  bread  for  a  period  of 
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two  months  or  more.  All  the  old  settlers  in  this 
section  at  that  time  had  the  same  bill  of  fare.  In 
his  early  years  he  worked  in  Kentucky  at  $10  a 
month,  at  which  he  made  the  most  of  his  time  and 
opportunities,  living  frugally  and  economically, 
thus  laying  the  foundations  for  future  success. 
Among  one  of  his  experiences  was  that  of  raising 
potatoes  and  shipping  them  down  the  river  in  flat- 
boats,  by  which  scheme  he  made  quite  a  little  sum 
of  money,  and  in  this  and  other  ways  he  obtained 
sufficient  means  to  enter  land  in  Iowa.  He  traveled 
seventy-five  miles  with  a  cart  whose  wheels  had 
been  formed  by  sawing  off  the  butt  end  of  a  log. 
His  first  dwelling-house  was  necessarily  of  logs  and 
was  12x14  feet  square.  It  was  given  an  aristo¬ 
cratic  appearance  afterward  by  covering  it  with 
clapboards. 

Mr.  Squires  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nit3r,  Lodge  No.  142  at  Center  Point,  becoming  a 
Mason  in  1858.  He  is  greatly  attached  to  the 
teachings  and  principles  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  comrades.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican.  As  an  honest  man  and  good 
citizen,  Mr.  Squires  occupies  a  place  in  the  front 
ranks  of  that  class  in  the  community,  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  building  up  of  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  his  township  and  county.  A  fine  view  of 
Mr.  Squires’  residence  appears  in  this  work. 


MOS  HAHN  is  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of 
l\  Franklin  Township,  where  he  owns  and 
occupies  a  fine  homestead.  Mr.  Hahn  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Northampton 
County,  Nov.  14,  1821.  His  father,  Phillip  Hahn, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  his  grand¬ 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  and  descended  from 
a  line  of  pure  German  ancestry,  possessing  excel¬ 
lent  and  remarkable  traits  of  character,  which  they 
transmitted  to  their  descendants. 

Amos  Hahn  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
marriage.  He  then  opened  a  store  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  trade  for  six  years.  He  was  not  entirely 
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satisfied  with  his  condition  and  prospects  and  re¬ 
sol  ved  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  examine  the 
country  from  which  were  coming  such  glowing  re¬ 
ports  and  fine  promises.  He  accordingly  sold  out 
in  1862,  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  came 
into  Linn  County.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
prairie  land,  wholly  unimproved,  upon  which  he  built 
a  house  and  made  preparations  to  put  in  a  crop. 
He  was  ordinarily  successful  in  his  struggles  with 
the  virgin  soil,  and  in  1869  disposed  of  this  prop¬ 
erty  to  good  advantage.  He  then  purchased  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  lives  and  which  embraces 
a  body  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  Linn  County. 
He  has  greatly  improved  its  condition  since  taking 
possession  of  it,  and  has  a  fine  dwelling,  good  barns 
and  outhouses,  and  all  the  conveniences  for  mod¬ 
ern  and  sjrstematic  farming.  He  has  accumulated 
considerable  property,  and  both  as  a  business.man 
and  in  society,  is  considered  a  valuable  member  of 
the  community. 


ENJAMIN  F.  HARRIS.  Prominent  among 
the  first-class  farmers  of  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
is  B.  F.  Harris,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  at  present  residing  on  section  9,  Mon¬ 
roe  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Frederick  County, 
Md.,  having  been  born  there  Nov.  20,  1840, 
and  is  a  son  of  Zachariah  G.  and  Margaret  (Dud- 
derar)  Harris,  natives  of  the  same  State.  Both 
parents  were  born  in  1805,  and  at  this  writing  are 
living  at  the  old  home.  They  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Mrs.  S.  D.  Byram;  Joseph  C.  D.  married 
Miss  Smith;  Eberly  F.  married  Miss  Dutrow;  John 
P.  married  Miss  King;  Mary  M.,  and  our  subject. 

Benjamin  F.  Harris  married  Miss  Susanna  Bone- 
break,  Dec.  23,  1869.  She  was  born,  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  in  1851,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
W.  and  Sarah  (Stamey)  Bonebreak,  both  natives  of 
Franklin  County.  Her  father  is  a  farmer.  Mr. 
Harris  has  a  fine  dwelling-house  on  his  land,  and 
his  farm  is  well  cultivated,  bearing  evidence  of  the 
thrift,  enterprise  and  skill  of  its  owner. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Harris  was  clerking  in  the 
store  of  Thomas  A.  Smith,  near  Urbana,  Md.  One 
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night,  while  he  was  in  bed  asleep,  four  of  Mosley’s 
guerrillas  captured  him,  put  him  on  a  horse,  and 
started  to  carry  him  away.  Before  he  had  gone  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  home  he  was  shot  and 
fell  from  the  horse,  and  was  left  for  dead.  Mr. 
Harris  still  carries  the  ball  with  which  he  was 
wounded,  which  passed  between  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  ribs  of  the  left  side,  through  his  body,  and 
lodged  under  the  shoulder-blade. 

Mr.  Harris  is  a  full-blooded  Republican,  and 
earnestly  supports  his  party  and  its  measures  on  all 
occasions.  He  is  a  representative  farmer  of  this 
township,  and  is  highly  respected  among  his  neigh¬ 
bors  for  his  uprightness,  intelligence  and  kindliness 
of  manner.  Though  taking  a  deep  interest  in  po¬ 
litical  affairs,  he  has  never  sought  or  received  pref¬ 
erment  in  that  direction.  Mrs.  Harris  is  a  member 
of  the  Germau  Baptist  Church  of  the  old  order. 


--V 


e ALVIN  NEWMAN.  Among  the  self-made 
men  of  this  county  who,  starting  in  life  with 
empty  pockets  but  with  strong  arms  and  a 
determination  to  “  get  on  ”  in  the  world,  and  who 
have  succeeded,  the  name  of  Calvin  Newman  de¬ 
serves  mention.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
and  is  living  on  section  21,  Brown  Township,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  prosecutiug  his  calling.  He  is  a 
sou  of  John  and  Susan  (Browning)  Newman,  na¬ 
tives  of  Tennessee.  The  record  is  incomplete  as 
regards  the  place  of  their  marriage,  but  they  set¬ 
tled  in  Tennessee,  and  it  was  in  that  State  that  the 
death  of  the  father  occurred.  After  his  demise  his 
wife  moved  to  Monroe  County,  Ind.,  and  there 
formed  another  matrimonial  alliance,  Isaac  Butler 
being  the  other  contracting  party.  From  the  latter 
State  they  emigrated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where 
they  lived  about  three  years,  then  moved  to  Racine, 
Wis.  Living  in  the  latter  place  for  five  years,  they, 
in  1840,  came  to  this  county,  and  for  a  further 
sketch  of  their  lives  we  refer  the  reader  to  the 
biography  of  J.  S.  Butler,  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  yet  living,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Tama  County.  Calvin  was  the  only  child 
by  her  first  marriage,  and  was  born  in  Tennessee, 


May  7,  1826.  The  death  of  his  father  occurred 
when  he  was  about  a  year  old,  and  after  his  moth¬ 
er’s  second  marriage  he  continued  to  live  with  her 
until  about  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
200  acres  of  Government  land  located  on  section 
20,  Brown  Township.  Having  no  money,  he  worked 
out  bjT  the  month  to  obtain  the  necessary  where¬ 
withal  to  improve  his  land.  He  soon  accumulated 
some  means,  and  in  1849  built  a  log  house  and 
barn  on  his  place,  and  settling  upon  it,  continued 
to  reside  there,  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  until 
1855.  He  then  erected  a  fine  house,  besides  a  good 
barn,  and  in  1879  built  a  larger  and  finer  barn,  92x 
40  feet  in  dimensions,  with  28-foot  posts,  and  a 
basement  8  feet  in  height.  Mr.  Newman  has  also 
added  to  his  landed  interests,  and  now  has  a  very 
valuable  farm  consisting  of  440  acres.  He  was  at 
one  time  the  owner  of  an  entire  section,  but  gave 
his  son  200  acres.  He  keeps  200  head  of  cattle,  15 
head  of  horses,  and  fattens  about  200  head  of  hogs 
annually.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  has  accumulated 
what  he  has  of  this  world’s  goods  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  his  record  of  success  speaks  louder  than 
words  from  the  pen  of  the  biographical  writer.  In 
addition  to  his  achieving  success,  he  can  point  to 
his  past  record,  and  with  just  pride  can  truthfully 
say  he  has  made  what  he  has  without  ever  wrong¬ 
ing  his  fellow-man. 

Calvin  Newman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  A.  Howard,  July  8,  1849,  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Jane 
(Morris).  Howard,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
parents  were  married  and  settled  in  Greene  County, 
that  State,  thence  removing  to  Indiana,  whence 
they  came  to  this  county,  arriving  in  October,  1846, 
and  settling  in  Linn  Township.  There  they  lived 
about  eight  years,  when  they  removed  to  Cedar 
County,  and  then  to  Muscatine  County,  where  they 
both  died,  he  Nov.  24, 1879,  and  she  April  13, 1885. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children:  Delilah,  Riley, 
Amos,  Mary  A.,  Morris,  Maria,  Titus  and  Dorzan- 
nia.  Mrs.  Newman  was  born  in  Rush  County,  Ind., 
Oct.  2,  1829,  and  has  borne  our  subject  five  chil¬ 
dren — Eveline,  William  R.,  John  C.,  Albert  C.  and 
Alfred  D.  Eveline  is  the  wife  of  AY.  N.  Wilber,  a 
resident  of  Chicago ;  William  R.  departed  this  life 
in  Brown  Township,  Oct.  4, 1857  ;  John  C.  is  living 
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with  the  old  folk;  Albert  C.  died  Sept.  22,  1804; 
and  Alfred  I),  departed  this  life  Feb.  8,  1884.  Mr. 
Newman  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Trustee 
and  School  Director;  in  politics  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  prom¬ 
inent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


GEORGE  W.  POST,  a  substantial  citizen  of 
Brown  Township,  occupies  a  fine  farm  on 
section  11,  upon  which  he  settled  in  1884. 
11  is  land  is  well  cultivated,  and  is  a  model  of  good 
order  and  comfort.  lie  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  17,  1843,  and  was  but  a  lad 
when  his  parents  removed  to  this  State.  Ilis  par¬ 
ents  were  William  F.  and  Rosetta  A.  (Sharp)  Post. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  Y'ork. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in  Cayuga  County, 
and  the  father  followed  his  trade  in  that  county 
for  a  few  years,  but  thought  he  could  better  his 
condition  by  a  removal  West,  consequently  gath¬ 
ered  up  his  possessions  and  with  his  family  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Brown  Township, 
this  county,  in  1854,  remaining  here  three  years, 
and  then  moved  into  Marion  Township,  where  the 
mother  died.  After  the  decease  of  his  wife,  Mr. 
Post  disposed  of  his  property,  and  after  making  sev¬ 
eral  changes,  landed  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  where 
he  died.  This  excellent  couple  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children — Sarah  J.,  George  W.,  Horace,  Dan¬ 
iel  L.,  William  T.,  Ellen,  Martha  and  Emma. 

George  W.  Post  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country  in  September,  1863,  in  the  24th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  and  served  until  July  17,  1865.  He  made 
a  good  record,  and  after  his  honorable  discharge, 
returned  to  Linn  County,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
in  Marion  Township,  has  been  a  resident  here  ever 
since. 

The  marriage  of  George  W.  Post  and  Miss  Mary 
C.  M  ilson  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
March  16,  1869.  Mrs.  Post  is  the  daughter  of  De¬ 
ll  itt  C.  and  Sarah  B.  (Engle)  Wilson.  (See  sketch 
of  I).  C.  Wilson  for  notice  of  her  parents.)  She 


was  born  in  Plymouth,  Washington  Co.,  Ohio,  I  1 


April  16,  1848,  and  was  carefully  reared  by  her 


excellent  parents,  remaining  with  them  until  her  j. 
marriaue.  01  this  union  have  been  born  three  : 

H  1 

atter  died  when  an  infant  of  a  few  weeks  old. 


children — Alice  R.,  Charles  C.  and  Robert  E. ;  the 


Mr.  Post  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  since  his  marriage.  He  has  been  industrious 
and  economical,  and  has  accumulated  sufficient 
means  to  enable  him  to  pass  his  later  days  in  com¬ 
fort  and  comparatively  free  from  care.  He  is  a 
man  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  community,  is  well 
informed,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  of  his  township  and  county.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  uniformly  and  conscientiously  casts 
his  vote. 

— —•7“ 


ELIHU  ROBINS,  of  whom  a  portrait  is  pre-  B 
sented  in  connection  with  this  sketch,  is  a  B 
prominent  pioneer  settler  of  Rapids  Town¬ 
ship,  coming  here  in  February,  1850.  He  came  B 
from  Salem,  Henry  County,  this  State,  to  which  ~ 
place  he  had  moved  from  Ohio  in  1846.  He  was  1 
born  in  Belmont  County,  that  State,  in  July,  1818.  || 
Ilis  father,  Thomas  Robins,  was  a  native  of  North  jj 
Carolina,  and  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  hotel-keeper.  - 
He  was  engaged  in  the  last-named  business  at  the  f 


time  of  the  death  of  the  mother,  which  occurred  L 


when  her  son,  Elihu,  was  a  tender  lad  of  seven  ;  jj 


The  maiden  name  of  this  excellent  lady  i  ] 


years. 

was  Marion  Arnold,  and  she  also  was  a  native  of  j:  ■ 1 

ah 
1U 


North  Carolina.  There  she  became  acquainted 
with  the  father  of  our  subject,  and  their  marriage 
occurred  in  that  State.  Her  husband  survived  her 
about  ten  years,  and  died  in  the  South,  to  which  3 
section  he  had  returned  shortly  after  the  death  0 
of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached.  E 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  twelve  children,  the  B 
subject  of  our  sketch  being  the  ninth  in  order  of  c 
birth. 

- 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  Elihu  remained  t  ] 
among  friends  until  he  attained  the  years  of  man-  E  ; 
hood.  His  marriage,  which  occurred  in  his  native  s  j 
county,  was  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Hampton,  who  E  j 
was  a  native  of  Frederick  County,  Md.  The  :  1 


parents  of  Mrs.  Robins  were  Pennsylvania  people, 
and  were  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

{ They  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  their 
lives  terminated.  Mrs.  Robins  was  one  of  twelve 
children,  and  was  born  Feb.  1 ,  1811.  When  a  child, 
she  came  with  her  parents  to  Ohio.  Her  parents 
were  of  the  Quaker  faith,  to  which  belief  she  also 
remained  devotedly  attached.  Her  early  educa¬ 
tion  was  begun  and  completed  under  the  instruc- 
1 1 1  tion  of  the  Friends.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  are  deceased:  Zachariah  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Lizzie  Childs;  he  is 

Bw  a  farmer  and  resides  in  Washington  Territory. 

William  D.  lives  at  home;  Clara,  now  deceased, 
3  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Whitenack,  and  was  the 
c  mother  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living; 
S  Anna  E.  lives  at  home;  Oliver  W.  married  Sarah 
2  Whitenack  and  they  live  in  Rapids  City;  Asa  II. 

;  died  June  4,  1885;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
In  1846,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Robins 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Henry  County,  where 
he  remained  four  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
engaged  in  running  a  sawmill.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  removed  to  Linn  County  and  re¬ 
sided  in  Cedar  Rapids  until  1871.  He  was  there 
engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder  for  many 
years,  having  erected  many  of  the  best  buildings 
:  put  up  in  the  city  during  that  time.  On  coming 
:  to  this  count}'  he  purchased  a  farm  and  has  since 
made  his  home  here.  In  1870  he  purchased  160 
:  acres  of  land,  which  is  now  the  family  homestead, 
>  ;  and  moved  on  the  farm  in  1871.  It  is  called  the 

1  zM 

n  Lakeside  Farm,  and  is  widely  as  well  as  favorably 
known  as  occupying  one  of  the  handsomest  loca¬ 
tions  in  the  county.  This  is  on  the  borders  of  the 
beautiful  Crystal  Lake,  which  it  is  expected  will  in 
3  the  near  future  become  a  prominent  resort  for 
;  pleasure-seekers,  or  converted  into  a  fine  pond  for 
a  the  culture  of  fish.  This  beautiful  little  sheet  of 
|  a  water  is  fed  by  numerous  cold  springs,  and  forms 
.  B  an  outlet  to  Cedar  River.  Its  location  is  two  and 

a  one-half  miles  from  the  center  of  the  city  of  Cedar 

ii-  a 
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Rapids  and  the  design  is  to  form  a  boulevard  from 
that  city  to  the  lake. 

Mr.  Robins  is  a  prominent  member  of  his  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  favorably  known  as  possessing  all 
the  qualities  of  a  good  man  and  useful  citizen.  A 


residence  of  twenty  years  in  Cedar  Rapids  greatly 
attached  him  to  his  neighbors  and  friends  there. 
Ile  was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  occupied  other  prominent  positions 
within  the  gift  of  the  people.  He  has  also  filled 
many  of  the  local  offices  of  Rapids  Township.  He 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  upholding  its  principles 
earnestly  and  conscientiously,  and  voting  for  all 
measures  calculated  to  advance  the  public  good. 


ART.  ABRAHAM  BOWMAN,  a  well-to-do 
and  successful  farmer,  and  a  gentleman  who 


has  just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  record 
he  made  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Smith)  Bowman.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
the  mother  in  Switzerland.  After  they  were  mar¬ 
ried  they  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where 
they  lived  until  their  death.  They  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  and  Abraham  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  March  28, 
1837,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm,  living  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  He 
then  learned  the  milling  business  in  his  native 
State,  at  which  he  worked  until  he  came  West. 

Our  subject  spent  a  year  in  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
in  the  region  of  Denver,  and  in  the  winter  of  1860-6 1 
came  to  Linn  County,  and  during  the  fall  of  the 
last  year  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  serv¬ 
ice  at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  enlisted  September  2d, 
and  after  the  organization  of  Co.  K,  9th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  he  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant  and  received 
his  commission  as  such.  He  was  soon  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  and  then  Captain  of  his 
company.  The  regiment  to  which  Mr.  Bowman 
had  the  honor  to  belong  was  raised  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  in  September,  1861,  went  into  camp  of  in¬ 
struction  at  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  where  they 
remained  long  enough  to  receive  arms,  clothing 
and  camp  equipage,  and  on  October  11  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Franklin,  Mo.,  and  stationed  there  to 
guard  the  line  of  railroad  from  Franklin  to  Rolla. 
During  the  three  months  which  it  was  stationed 
there  Mr.  B.  acted  for  part  of  the  time  as  Adjutant 
for  the  regiment,  in  the  absence  of  the  Regimen  t- 
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ul  Adjutant,  who  was  finally  assigned  to  other 
fields  of  duty.  The  January  following  the  regi¬ 
ment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Southwest,  commanded 
by  Gen.  Curtis,  and  was  assigned  to  Vandever’s 
Brigade  of  Gen.  Carr’s  Division.  During  that 
campaign  our  subject  was  on  detached  service  on 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Carr,  as  Quartermaster  and  Com- 
inissar}-  of  Subsistence,  and  acted  in  that  capacity 
during  the  winter  of  18(32-6:3.  lie  was  relieved  by 
Capt.  Robinson,  C.  S.,  at  Helena,  Ark.,  then  went 
to  St.  Louis,  Gen.  Carr  having  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  District  of  St.  Louis;  remained  on 
duty  there  until  the  spring  following,  when  Gen. 
Carr  was  again  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Vicksburg 
campaign,  as  the  Commander  of  a  division;  his 
division  being  the  first  to  land  below  Grand  Gulf 
and  take  the  lead  in  the  campaign  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Port 
Gibson,  Champion  Hills,  Black  River  Bridge  and 
siege  of  Vicksburg. 

Capt.  Bowman  was  present  at  Gen.  Grant’s  head¬ 
quarters  on  the  night  previous  to  Gen.  Pemberton’s 
surrender  of  the  city,  Grant  having  notified  all  Di¬ 
vision  Commanders  to  be  present,  as  he  desired  to 
submit  to  them  the  terms  on  which  he  would  re¬ 
ceive  the  capitulation.  Immediately  after  the  close 
of  the  campaign,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Vicksburg  and  Jackson,  he  was  relieved  at  his  own 
request  from  staff  duty,  and  returned  to  his  regi¬ 
ment  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  Captain 
having  been  promoted  Colonel.  After  the  army 
was  transferred  to  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  part  in  the  operations  against  Gen.  Bragg, 
at  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  he 
was  again  detached  and  served  on  the  staff  of  Gen. 
J.  A.  Williamson.  He  remained  there  until  the 
spring  following,  when  he  again  returned  to  his 
company,  and  remained  with  his  regiment  during 
the  Atlanta  campaign  and  march  to  the  sea.  When 
the  army  left  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  the  campaign 
through  the  Carolinas,  he  was  again  assigned  to  duty 
on  the  staff  of  Gen.  George  A.  Stone,  as  picket  offi¬ 
cer,  and  had  charge  of  the  skirmish  lines  and  pick- 
- ets  of  the  brigade,  and  did  general  outpost  duty. 
He  crossed  the  Saluda  River  above  Columbia,  S.  C., 
on  a  raft  made  of  pontoon  boats,  during  the 
night,  with  Capt.  Alexander,  of  the  31st  Iowa,  with 
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the  first  fifty  men  to  cross  and  establish  a  ferry,  by 
which  at  daybreak  most  of  Gen.  Stone’s  Brigade 
had  crossed,  enabling  the  engineers  to  lay  the  pon¬ 
toon  by  which  the  troops  crossed  and  entered  the 
city.  lie  remained  on  the  staff  of  Gen  Stone  until 
the  close  of  hostilities,  when  he  again  returned  to  ^ 
his  regiment  and  started  on  the  march,  May  1st,  for 
Washington,  by  way  of  Petersburg,  Richmond, 

•  H 

Fredericksburg  and  Alexandria,  and  took  part  in  the 
grand  military  review  of  Sherman’s  army,  in  the 
streets  of  Washington.  From  thence  he  went  to 
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Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service  July  18,  1865,  and  immediately  re¬ 
turned  to  Linn  County. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  after  his  return  from  the 
war,  our  subject  settled  in  Marion  Township,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  a  nice  farm  of  170 
acres  of  valuable  and  productive  land,  located  on 
section  35,  that  township,  on  which  he  has  erected 
a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  is  succeeding  well 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  vocation. 

Capt.  Bowman  was  married  at  Marion,  Iowa,  Dec. 

12,  1865,  to  Pauline  Beckner,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Beckner.  Mrs.  Bowman  was  born  in 
Ohio,  Aug.  3,  1811,  and  has  borne  our  subject  six 
children — Kittie,  John  D.,  Benjamin  F.,  David  C. 
and  Harmie  E.,  besides  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Capt.  Bowman  has  never  sought  office,  but  has 
held  some  of  the  minor  official  positions  within  the 
gift  of  his  townsmen.  He  is  a  member  of  John 
Carbee  Post  No.  270,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Springville. 

He  and  his  wife  both  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  stanch  and 
ardent  Republican. 

As  a  leading  representative  citizen  of  Linn 
County  a  portrait  of  Capt.  Bowman  is  giveu  in  this 
volume. 
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R.  G.  C.  BEALS,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
physician  in  good  standing  and  enjoying 
a  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  native  of 
Lamont,  Mich.,  and  a  son  of  Rush  and 
Martha  (Stone)  Beals,  natives  respective^  of  'War¬ 
ren  County,  Pa.,  and  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
lie  was  born  June  21,  1858,  and  is  consequently 
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still  a  young  man  with  life  before  him  and  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  becoming  an  eminent  member  of  the  pro¬ 
fession. 

Rush  Beals,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  an 
^  '  expert  architect  and  builder,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1866,  was  the  result  of  an  injury  re¬ 
ceived  while  superintending  the  erection  of  a  build¬ 
ing.  The  mother  survives  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Bridgeport,  Conn.  The  parental  household  con- 
p  ;»  sisted  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
biography  is  the  only  one  living. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Dr.  Beals,  then  a 
young  lad,  went  to  Western  Michigan  and  lived 
with  a  relative  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old. 
His  home  was  on  a  fruit  farm  and  he  received  a 
fair  education  by  attending  the  common  school  in 
the  winter  season.  After  completing  his  primary 
studies,  he  went  East,  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and 
entered  the  Eastman  Business  College,  from  which 

Bhe  graduated  with  honors  and  received  his  diploma 
as  Master  of  Accounts.  Soon  afterward  he  be¬ 
came  engaged  in  book-keeping  in  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
and  not  being  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his 
labors  here,  he  engaged  with  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson 
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Sewing  Machine  Company,  and  remained  in  their 
jtjffl  employ  for  two  years.  His  health  then  becoming 
s  impaired,  he  decided  to  remove  westward,  and  ac¬ 
cord  ingly  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  into  Iowa, 
where  he  located  in  Cedar  Rapids.  This  was  in 
1881,  and  he  soon  assumed  a  position  with  the 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  remaining  with 
them  for  a  short  time  only,  as  he  had  begun  to  be 
interested  in  medicine.  He  became  convinced  that 
his  taste  and  talents  would  prove  a  success  to  him 
if  exercised  in  this  direction,  and  he  accordingly 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Skin¬ 
ner,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  remaining  with  him  four 
years,  thence  he  proceeded  to  New  York  City,  en¬ 
tering  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  where 
he  pursued  a  thorough  course  of  stud}’  and  gradu¬ 
ated  in  March,  1886.  He  then  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids  and  opened  an  office  in  the  Oriel  Block, 
and  is  now  on  the  highway  to  a  successful  and 
popular  practice.  He  has  been  a  constant  student 
and  has  obtained  a  deep  insight  into  the  intricacies 
of  his  chosen  profession,  and  at  the  same  time,  his 
excellent  principles  and  obliging  and  genial  dispo¬ 


sition,  with  his  care  in  the  treatment  of  all  cases 
intrusted  to  him,  are  rapidly  laying  for  him  the 
foundations  of  success. 

Politically,  Dr.  Beals  is  solidly  Republican.  He 
has  been  a  good  reader  and  an  intelligent  thinker, 
and  can  unhesitatingly  give  the  reasons  for  his  be¬ 
liefs,  both  politically  and  otherwise. 

— 

^OIIN  AURACHER  is  a  prominent  citizen 
and  successful  lumber,  stock  and  coal  dealer 
of  Lisbon,  lie  was  born  in  Northampton 
County,  town  of  Ackermanville,  Pa.,  July 
21,  1853.  His  father,  Gotlieb  Auracher.  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  born  Feb.  12,  1818. 
His  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Germany,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of  his  life. 

Gotlieb  Auracher  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  when  a  young 
man.  He  followed  his  trade  several  years  in  North¬ 
ampton  County,  and  in  1866  resolved  to  seek  his 
fortunes  beyond  the  Mississippi.  He  came  to  Iowa, 
settled  near  Lisbon,  and  purchased  a  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  1,  of  Franklin  Township.  Here  he  followed 
farming  for  only  a  year,  then  came  to  Lisbon,  pur¬ 
chased  a  lumber-yard,  and  a  year  later  engaged 
actively  in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  grain,  and 
was  thus  occupied  until  187!).  He  then  retired 
from  this  business  and  became  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Lisbon,  in  which  position  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  February, 
1884.  He  assisted  in  organizing  this  bank,  and  its 
success  in  a  large  measure  was  due  to  his  good 
judgment  and  foresight.  In  early  manhood  he 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Young,  a  native  of  North¬ 
ampton  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of  Henry  Young, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  and  was  of  German 
ancestry.  He  emigrated  from  his  native  land  when 
a  young  man,  came  into  Pennsylvania  and  located 
in  Northampton  County,  where  he  still  resides. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotlieb  Auracher  were  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Susan  Bell  lives  in  Florida;  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest  son  and  second 
child;  Ellen  Kurtz  resides  in  Lisbon,  and  George  in 
Creston,  Iowa. 
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John  Anracher  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Lisbon  with  his  parents,  lie  had  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  county,  was  intelli¬ 
gent  and  studious,  and  made  good  use  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  he  received,  lie  continued  his  studies 
after  arriving  here,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  of  suit¬ 
able  age,  his  father  turned  over  to  his  care  the  lum¬ 
ber  business  which  he  had  established.  This  he 
managed  successfully  until  1870,  when  he  purchased 
the  yard,  continuing  the  business  five  or  six  years, 
then  sold  out  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
lie  only  continued  in  this  for  two  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  re-entered  the  lumber  business. 

John  Anracher  and  Miss  Alice  J.  Seiders  were 
married  Oct.  4,  1878.  Airs.  A.  is  a  Pennsylvania 
lady,  born  in  Reading,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Jane  Seiders.  Of  this  union  have  been  born 
five  children — Charles,  Bertha  and  Jane  are  living; 
Orville  and  Henry  died  in  infancy.  Air.  and  Airs. 
A.  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  are  highly  respected  and  es¬ 
teemed  by  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  They 
each  come  of  excellent  families  noted  for  high 
moral  principles,  industry  and  integrity,  and  are 
valued  factors  of  that  element  which  has  done  so 
much  toward  the  development  of  the  Hawkeye 
State,  and  toward  placing  it  in  its  present  proud 
position  as  a  great  commonwealth,  occupying  an 
enviable  place  among  the  States  of  the  Union. 
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ON.  I  N.  WHITTAM,  United  States  Com¬ 
missioner,  residing  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
native  of  Bolton,  Lancashire,  England, 
where  he  was  born  April  9,  1824.  Ilis  par- 
^jents.  Richard  and  Sarah  (Fletcher)  Whittam,  were 
j  also  natives  of  that  country.  Ilis  mother’s  family 
J  were  descendants  of  John  Fletcher.  Richard 
B  hittam  was  proprietor  of  a  manufacturing  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  came  to  America  in  1834,  settling  in 
y  Philadelphia,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  occu¬ 
pation.  He  subsequently  removed  to  New  York, 
sy  where  he  died  in  1849;  his  wife  had  passed  to  the 
other  world  in  England,  in  1845.  Five  children 
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were  born  of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  still 
living,  namely:  John  and  Alargarct,  both  residents 
of  England,  and  our  subject. 

I.  N.  Whittam  came  to  America  in  December, 
1840,  and  located  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  served 
as  book-keeper  for  James  Fletcher,  his  mother’s 
brother,  for  two  years.  During  this  period,  al¬ 
though  quite  a  young  man,  besides  his  duties  as  a 
book-keeper,  to  him  was  entrusted  the  care  of  the 
money  and  the  banking  business  of  the  concern. 
I  The  childhood  and  early  boyhood  days  of  Judge 
Whittam  were  passed  at  school  and  in  college  in 
his  native  land.  After  leaving  the  employment  of 
his  uncle,  he  went  to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods 
for  a  period  of  six  years.  In  1848  he  went  to 
Aurora,  Ill.,  and  for  the  following  two  years  served 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Stolp  Woolen-AIills.  He 
then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  embarked  in  an 
extensive  enterprise  here,  starting  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Woolen-AIills.  4Ie  returned  to  Aliddlebury,  Ohio, 
and  purchased  the  machinery  for  Bryan’s  Woolen- 
Alills,  of  which  concern  he  had  the  charge  for  about 
one  year.  At  this  period  of  his  life  our  subject 
became  ambitious  to  enter  the  legal  profession;  in¬ 
deed,  it  had  long  been  his  great  desire.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  went  into  the  office  of  Judge  Greene,  where 
he  read  law,  and  in  1854,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Since  then  he  has  been  one  of  the  prominent  factors 
in  his  profession  at  Cedar  Rapids.  On  the  7th  day 
of  August,  1850,  he  was  elected  the  first  Alayor  of 
the  city,  and  re-elected  the  following  term.  He 
also  served  as  City  Attorney  for  ten  or  twelve 
teams,  and  was  Police  Alagistrate  in  the  years 
1875-70,  and  County  Attorney  for  five  years.  He 
was  elected  Supervisor  but  did  not  qualify.  Be¬ 
sides  his  other  numerous  and  complicated  duties,  he 
has  served  as  United  .States  Commissioner  from 
May,  1800,  to  the  present  time. 

Judge  Whittam  was  united  in  marriage  in  1844 
with  Aliss  Alaria  J.  Cole,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Ale.,  and  to  them  were  born  a  family  of 
six  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  namely : 
John  J.,  a  wholesale  confectioner,  residing  in  New 
Alexico;  and  Fannie,  now  Airs.  Russell,  a  resident 
of  Perry,  Iowa.  Airs.  Whittam  died  in  December, 
1850,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857  the  Judge  married 
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Mrs.  R.  L.  Ayers,  and  by  her  has  five  children  liv¬ 
ing,  viz.:  Orelia.  now  Mrs.  Vail,  a  resident  of  Go¬ 
shen,  Ind. ;  Cora,  Mae,  Louie  and  Ray. 

Politically  the  Judge  is  a  Republican;  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  attends  the 
Episcopal  Church.  He  is  President  of  the  Linn 
County  Bar  Association,  and  the  oldest  settled  at¬ 
torney  in  the  county.  He  is  highly  respected  by  all, 
and  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county. 

)j)OHN  J.  NEWMAN,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  who  now  resides  on  section  7, 
Monroe  Township,  was  born  in  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.,  Dec.  18,  1838.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  attended  the  district  school, 
where  he  received  all  the  education  that  was  ever 
given  him.  He  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Sarah 
E.  (Thomas)  Newman.  His  father  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1816,  and  died  in  this  county  July 
31,  1871.  He  married  Miss  Thomas  in  1836; 
she  was  born  in  1818  and  died  Feb.  23,  1882. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  names  of  the  children 
are  as  follows:  William  T.  died  in  infancy;  John 
J.,  our  subject;  Perry;  Nancy  J.,  now  dead; 
Michel  A.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  Sophia 
E.  and  Elmira  B.,  both  of  whom  died  in  Indiana  in 
childhood;  Elizabeth  also  died  in  infancy;  Hester 
E.  married  Jasper  J.  Parsons,  and  died  in  1880,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  leaving  three  chil¬ 
dren;  Benjamin  D.  married  Lottie  Stephenson. 

John  J.  Newman  married  Miss  Martha  M.  Tay¬ 
lor  Feb.  24,  1858,  in  this  county.  She  was  born 
Oct.  15,  1844,  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Wheeling) 
Taylor,  natives  of  Tuscarawas  County.  The  father 
was  born  July  21,  1816,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1864,  in 
this  county,  whither  he  had  come  in  1849.  The 
mother  was  born  Jan.  1,  1819,  and  is  still  living. 
Both  were  of  German  extraction.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  all  now  living  but  one. 
Their  names  are  as  follows:  Jonathan,  deceased; 
Melissa  J.  married  Yager  Waterbury,  who  is  now 
dead  ;  Rebecca  A.  married  William  Alexander,  who 
was  drafted  during-  the  late  Rebellion  and  died 


within  four  months  afterward;  Martha  M.,  wife  of 
our  subject;  Charles  W.  married  Miss  Mary  Fas- 
sett,  of  Benton  County,  Iowa;  George  W.  married 
Miss  Eliza  Cumberland,  and  lives  in  Linn  County; 
William  II.  married  Miss  Mary  Beard,  of  California, 
and  the}'  now  live  on  Puget  Sound,  Wash.  Ter. ; 
John  G.  married  Miss  Sophie  Crouse,  and  lives  in 
this  county;  Thomas  M.  married  Miss  Perninah 
Hogland;  Harrison  E.  is  still  single  and  lives  in 
Oregon ;  Jonathan  C.  married  Miss  Ida  Stickuey. 

Mr.  Newman  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1857,  and  located  in  Monroe  Township.  He 
has  113£  acres  of  good  land,  all  under  cultivation. 
Feb.  21,  1886,  his  dwelling-house  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  causing  a  loss  of  §450.  He  has  since  erected 
a  one-and-a-half  story  house,  23  x  30  feet,  and  also 
has  a  good  barn.  He  is  one  of  the  model  farmers 
of  this  section,  as  his  stock  of  horses  and  all  his 
other  surroundings  will  show.  He  brings  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm  a  practical  skill  which  is  not 
only  the  result  of  experience,  but  also  of  intelligent 
study. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  never  had  children 
of  their  own,  but  they  adopted  a  girl,  Sarah  A. 
Newman,  who  married  Michael  Brown,  Jan.  29, 
1885.  They  also  cared  for  and  educated  William 
H.  Taylor  from  the  age  of  eight  years  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old.  He  married  and  is  living  in 
Washington  Territory.  They  also  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  Miss  Sophia  Carter  from  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  She  married  Amos  D.  Hoff,  Jan.  1,  1874. 
Not  content  with  these  good  deeds,  they  took 
Alice  F.  Parsons  at  the  age  of  four  years,  who  was 
born  April  4,  1876,  and  they  are  caring  for  and 
educating  her  as  though  she  was  their  own  child. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newman  have  been  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  for  ten  years.  Mr.  Newman  is 
one  of  the  Deacons  of  a  congregation  of  that 
church  which  has  a  membership  of  150. 

Mr.  Newman  was  drafted  in  1864,  but  was  never 
called  into  active  service,  being  one  of  those  held 
in  reserve  at  home.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

During  his  nearly  thirty  years’  residence  in  this 
county,  Mr.  Newman  has  beheld  the  wonderful 
changes  which  have  been  made.  He  has  seen  the 
raw,  uncultivatd  prairie  transformed  into  bountiful 
farms  and  busy  villages,  and  now,  in  his  manhood’s 
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prime,  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  handsome  com¬ 
petency,  won  by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  lie  and 
his  good  wife  are  happy  in  the  possession  of  num¬ 
erous  warm  friends,  and  their  names  are  synonyms 
for  loveliness  of  character  and  strict  fidelity  to  all 
the  relations  of  life. 


1ME0N  BLODGETT  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Jackson  Township,  and  settled 
here  when  habitations  were  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween.  lie  has  witnessed  great  changes 
since  coming  into  the  Hawkeye  State  and  has 
watched  the  march  of  improvement  and  civiliza¬ 
tion  with  genuine  satisfaction,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  has  assisted  materially  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  his  county  and  community. 

The  birthplace  of  Simeon  Blodgett  was  in  the 
town  of  Hartford,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  and  the 
date  April  10,  1833.  His  father,  Joseph  Blodgett, 
was  a  native  of  Deerfield,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  as 
also  was  his  grandfather,  who  died  in  the  prime  of 
life,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  Timothy  Blodgett,  also  spent  the  most  of 
his  life  in  Deerfield,  and  was  engaged  in  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits.  The  Blodgetts  are  descended  from 
an  old  English  family  which  left  England  for  the 
New  World  in  about  1636,  and  their  descendants 
assisted  in  securing  and  maintaining  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  colonies. 

Joseph  Blodgett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  yeai’s,  went  to  Hamburg,  S.  C.,  where  he  spent 
the  winter.  In  the  spring  he  went  to  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  and  made  his  preparations  to  settle  in  Susque¬ 
hanna  County.  He  was  married  about  that  time 
to  Mrs.  Hannah  (Carpenter)  Ellsworth,  daughter 
of  Obadiah  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
They  lived  in  Susquehanna  County  until  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1834-35,  and  then  determined  to  emigrate 
to  Illinois.  Two  children  had  been  born  to  them, 
and  taking  these  they  started  with  horses  and 
wagon  for  Illinois.  Their  first  stopping- place  was 
at  Downer’s  Grove,  DuPage  County,  which  county 
was  then  but  thinly  settled,  and  before  the  land 


had  been  surveyed,  most  of  it  being  in  possession 
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of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians.  Mr.  Blodgett  en¬ 


tered  a  claim,  and  when  the  land  came  into  market, 


I 


i 


he  purchased  it  from  the  Government  and  occupied  ,  1 
it  until  1853.  He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  on  Bowen’s  Prairie,  Dubuque  County,  on  a  :  ^ 
rented  farm.  After  two  years  he  came  into  Linn 
County,  where  he  had  entered  land  on  sections  31 
and  32  in  Jackson  Township  in  1853,  and  where  he 
remained  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  May  13, 
1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven  years  and  nine 
months.  Ilis  faithful  wife  and  lifelong  companion 
survived  him  nine  years,  dying  Jan.  16,  1879, 
aged  seventy-two  years  and  ten  months.  Of  their 
union  six  children  were  born  and  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Mercy  C.  married  Ezra  Kidder  and  died 
in  Jackson  Township;  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  the  second  child  and  eldest  son;  Achsah  A. 
died  in  Dubuque  County  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  Austin  and  Alvin  live  in  Jackson  Township; 
Eveline  died  in  this  township  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  Mrs.  Blodgett,  the  mother,  before  her 
union  with  Joseph  Blodgett,  had  contracted  a  pre¬ 
vious  marriage  with  Austin  Ellsworth,  and  of  their 
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union  was  born  one  son,  named  Asa  C.,  who  is 


now  living  in  Steele  City,  Neb. 

Simeon  Blodgett  was  only  two  years  old  when  [j 
his  parents  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
came  to  Iowa  with  the  family.  He  entered  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  farm  in  1853,  making  his  home 
with  his  parents  until  his  marriage.  On  the  12th 
of  March,  1857,  he  took  unto  himself  a  life  part¬ 
ner,  Miss  Maria  L.  Tucker,  a  native  of  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Stillman  Tucker. 

The  father  was  a  Congregational  minister,  and  a 
native  of  Vermont,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Ohio 
and  from  there  to  Iowa  in  1855,  as  a  missionary  of 
his  church.  His  career  of  usefulness  in  the  West, 
however,  was  very  brief,  and  he  departed  this  life 
in  Freeport,  Ill.,  the  following  year.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  he  married  Miss  Phoebe  Poole,  who  died  in 
Ohio. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  erected  a 
dwelling  on  his  land,  improved  and  cultivated  it;  . 


established  a  homestead,  and  has  been  a  continuous  £  J; 


resident  here  since  that  time.  He  has  160  acres, 
highly  improved,  and  twenty  acres  in  timber.  Dur- 
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ing  the  late  Civil  War  he  served  as  a  private  in 
Co.  C.  18th  Iowa,  Crocker’s  Brigade,  and  with  his 
regiment  joined  Sherman’s  command  at  Marietta, 
Ga.,  and  accompanied  the  old  hero  in  his  march  to 
the  sea,  thence  through  the  Carolinasand  via  Rich¬ 
mond  to  Washington,  where  he  participated  in  the 
grand  review. 

After  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  military 
service  in  June,  1865,  Mr.  Blodgett  resumed  his 
farming  operations,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  He  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens  and  has  held  the  various  offices  of 
trust  in  his  township  and  county.  His  father  was 
a  man  of  deep  piety  and  an  influential  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Central  City,  and 
was  one  of  its  organizers.  He  was  also  invested 
with  the  important  offices  of  his  township  and 
county,  and  was  a  man  of  influence  wherever  his 
lot  happened  to  be  cast.  His  son,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  has  closely  followed  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  honored  sire,  and  has  been  a  Deacon  of  the 
same  church  since  his  father’s  death.  Upon  him 
has  evidently  descended  the  mantle  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers— the  spirit  which  inspired  them  to  good 
deeds  and  which  makes  our  subject  a  man  of  note 
in  his  community,  wffiose  opinions  are  highly  valued 
and  whose  influence  is  exerted  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  his  community  and  the  country  at  large. 
Mr.  Blodgett  is  Republican  in  politics  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856. 
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ORRIS  HAYDEN,  who  is  now  residing  on 
his  comfortable  homestead  which  is  located 
near  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  the  owner 
of  eighty-three  acres  of  land.  He  came 
to  Linn  County  in  1855,  having  first  located  in 
the  State  the  year  previous  at  Davenport.  He 
is  a  native  of  County  Kildare,  Ireland,  where 
he  was  born  in  December,  1817,  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years, 
landing  on  the  shores  of  America  March  3,  first 
settling  near  the  limits  of  the  Quaker  City.  He 
lived  on  the  outskirts  of  Philadelphia  for  eight 
years,  working  at  the  dairy  business,  then  becom¬ 
ing  interested  in  the  reports  about  the  young  and 
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growing  State  of  Iowa,  he  left  the  East  and  set  his 
face  Westward.  Soon  after  coming  into  this  State 
he  located  in  Linn  County,  and  purchased  the 
homestead  which  he  has  since  occupied.  He  had, 
however,  already  taken  unto  himself  a  life  partner,  pissi. 
in  the  person  of  .Miss  Margaret  McCabe,  their  mar-  " 
riage  occurring  in  March,  1853,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  in  1870,  in  this 
county.  Of  these  children  on l}r  one  sou  remains 
at  home,  the  others  being  variously  engaged  carry¬ 
ing  on  business  for  themselves  elsewhere.  The  son 
who  remains  at  home  has  developed  quite  a  talent 
for  music.  The  daughters  are  piously  inclined, 
being  Sisters  of  Mercy  in  Independence  and  Dav¬ 
enport. 

In  due  time  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  Mr. 
Hayden  contracted  a  second  marriage,  becoming- 
united  with  Miss  Jane  Toner,  in  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a 
young  lady  with  her  sister.  The  famil}T  are  sincere 
adherents  to  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Hayden  is  independent,  and  believes  in  endors¬ 
ing  those  measures  which  shall  be  for  the  best  good 
to  the  greatest  number,  both  in  his  county  and 
community  and  the  country  at  large. 


1 


HU 


il 


Mi 


AVID  McCLASKEY,  a  prominent  and 
*1  wealthy  citizen  and  retired  farmer,  is 
passing  his  later  days  in  ease  and  comfort 
at  his  fine  residence  in  Mt.  Vernon.  He 
is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  in  Henry  County, 
Nov.  27,  1814.  His  father,  Isaac  McClaskey,  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Northumberland 
County.  His  grandfather,  James  McClaskey,  was  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  came  to  America 
while  a  young  man,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  whence 
he  removed  to  Kentucky  in  1794.  He  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  Henry  County,  Ky.,  witnessed  and  assisted 
in  the  rapid  and  sure  growth  of  the  State,  and  ter¬ 
minated  his  life  there.  His  son  Isaac,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Kentucky.  He 
was  there  reared  to  manhood  and  married  to  Miss 
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Sarah  (lodsil.  They  remained  in  the  latter  State 
until  1818,  then  emigrated  to  Indiana  and  settled 
in  Washington  County,  lie  purchased  timber  land, 
cleared  a  farm,  established  a  homestead,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
April,  1801.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother  pre¬ 
ceded  him  by  fifteen  years  (18-16),  to  the  better 
land.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
their  son  David,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  being 
the  fifth  child. 

David  McClaskey  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 


state  of  Indiana  and  assisted  his  father  in  clearing- 

O 


and  cultivating  the  farm.  lie  received  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  subscription  schools,  and  made  his 
home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  February,  1836.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  bride  was  Miss  Mary  Neely.  She  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  W.  Ya.,  Nov.  13.  1818,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Judith  (Poole) 
Neely,  natives  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
respectively. 

After  his  marriage,  David  McClaskey  settled  upon 
his  father’s  farm  and  lived  there  until  1837.  He 
then  went  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  settled 
on  a  tract  of  timber  land  which  his  father  had  pur¬ 
chased  for  him.  lie  built  a  log  house,  and  after¬ 
ward,  when  his  means  justified  the  outlay,  erected 
a  more  pretentious  frame  residence.  He  cleared 
fifty  acres  from  the  wilderness  and  remained  there 
until  18.51,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  across  the 
Father  of  Waters  into  Iowa,  the  journey  being- 
made  overland.  The  outfit  consisted  of  four  horses 
and  two  wagons,  and  they  camped  and  cooked  by 
the  wayside.  The  journey  consumed  fourteen  days, 
and  their  first  location  was  in  Cedar  County.  There 
they  rented  a  log  cabin  and  looked  out  for  land. 
Mr.  McClaskey  visited  Tama  County  and  entered 
land  there  but  never  settled  upon  it.  Afterward 
he  added  to  his  claim  by  purchasing  a  farm  in 


Pioneer  Township,  Cedar  County,  upon  which  he 
remained  until  1883.  He  then  rented 


located  and 

this  and  came  to  Mt.  Vernon,  where  he  still  resides 


The  golden 


wedding- 


fine  old  gentleman 


of  this 

and  his  faithful  partner  was  celebrated  Feb. 
11,  1886,  and  at  this  gathering  were  assembled  a 


x  numerous  company  of  friends,  children  and  grand¬ 
children  to  congratulate  them  upon  the  record  of  a 
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long  life  full  of  worthy  deeds  and  acts  of  kindness, 
made  replete  with  the  dignity  of  years. 

A  family  of  eight  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
and  once  gathered  around  the  hearthstone  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife.  Of  this  number  three  have 
passed  to  the  silent  land,  and  the  remaining  ones 
live  to  be  an  honor  to  the  training  of  wise  and  care¬ 
ful  parents.  The  record  is  as  follows :  Martha  E. 
became  the  wife  of  John  McClelland,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1875;  Judith  M.  died  when  an  interest¬ 
ing  maiden  of  eighteen  years;  John  R.  lives  in 
Toledo,  Tama  County.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  and  a  member  of  the  13th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry.  He  participated  in  all  the  engagements 
and  skirmishes  of  his  company,  and  lost  a  limb  at  £ 
the  siege  of  Atlanta;  Isaac  M.  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Soleman,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis;  Maggie  K.  married  R.  P.  Rose,  and  lives 
in  Franklin  Township;  Mary  A.  married  C.  W. 
Kepler,  and  resides  in  Mt.  V ernon ;  Era  A.  became 
the  wife  of  Frank  McKay,  and  they  live  in  Phil- 
lipsburg,  Kan.  All  of  these  who  grew  to  a  suitable 
age,  were  educated  in  Cornell  College. 

Mr.  McClaskey  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politically  he 
was  formerly  a  Whig  but  is  now  a  stanch  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mrs.  McClaskey  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  long  term  of 
forty  years. 
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ENRY  F.  CAME,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Bowlder  Township,  residing 
on  section  10,  is  an  offspring  of  Henry  and 
Ann  M.  (Center)  Came.  The  parents  were 
natives  of  New  Hampshire,  and  after  their  mar¬ 
riage  located  near  Center  Harbor,  that  State,  where  8  ^ 
they  lived  until  1851.  They  then  came  to  Jackson 
County,  Iowa,  and  were  residents  there  for  ten 
years.  In  1861  they  moved  to  this  county  and, 
settling  in  Bowlder  Township,  lived  and  labored 
there  until  1883,  wheu  they  moved  to  Nebraska, 
where  they  are  now  residing.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children — Brooks  R.,  Henry  F.,  Fer- 
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naudo  C.,  Samuel,  Aunetta  W.  and  Sarah  C.  Brooks 
R.  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire;  Henry  F.  is  our  subject;  Fernando  is  a  grain 
and  stock  dealer,  and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Samuel 
died  in  Iowa  City,  April  3,  1863;  Annetta  is  living 
in  Nebraska,  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Miner  Wyant, 
a  resident  of  Nebraska. 

Henry  F.  Came  was  born  near  Center  Harbor, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  5,  1838.  He  received  a  common-school 
education  in  his  native  State,  and  was  reared  as  a 
farmer’s  boy  and  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty 
years  old.  He  then  worked  out  by  the  month  for 
one  year,  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa.  After  that  he 
was  engaged  in  threshing  and  breaking  prairie  for 
five  years.  In  the  fall  of  1861,  he  bought  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  10,  Bowlder  Township, 
upon  which  he  settled  and  where  he  has  since  lived. 
His  land  is  under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  has  upon  it  a  good  class  of  farm  buildings 
and  one  of  the  finest  barns  in  the  county.  It  is 
56x  70  feet  in  dimensions,  and  will  hold  about 
150  tons  of  hay.  Mr.  Came  keeps  on  his  farm 
from  65  to  75  head  of  cattle,  10  head  of  horses 
and  colts,  and  fattens  about  75  head  of  hogs  for 
the  market  annually.  He  has,  by  energy,  economy 
and  good  judgment,  been  enabled  to  add  to  his 
original  purchase  of  land,  and  at  the  present  time 
is  the  owner  of  460  acres,  the  major  portion  of 
which  is  in  a  good  tillable  condition,  and  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  vocation  he  has  met  and  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  that  success  which  is  the  reward  of  ener¬ 
getic  effort. 

Mr.  Came  was  married  in  Bowlder  Township, 
Sept.  26,  1868,  to  Ann  C.  Parsons,  daughter  of 
Neely  and  Mary  (Hazelrig)  Parsons.  Mrs.  Came 
was  born  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  March  19,  1850, 
and  bore  our  subject  two  children — Ray  D.  and 
Myrtie  A.  She  died  in  Bowlder  Township,  Feb. 
18,  1875,  and  our  subject  was  again  married,  this 
time  in  Monticello,  Iowa,  Miss  Sarah  C.  Barnhart 
being  the  other  contracting  party.  Miss  Barnhart 
was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  Barnhart, 
natives  of  York  State,  and  was  born  in  Rochester, 
N.  1.,  May  12,  1850.  Of  the  latter  union  two 
children  have  been  born — Arthur  and  George. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding 
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membership  witli  Burrill  Lodge  at  Prairieburg,  and 
also  with  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Marion,  and 
Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  of  the  same  place. 


LOWER  M.  PHILLIPS.  The  subject  of 
J— toil  this  biography  is  one  of  the  honored  pic¬ 
'll,  neers  of  Linn  Count}'  who  came  here  poor 
in  pocket  but  rich  in  determination,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  interests  of  the  Hawkeye  State 
while  it  was  }’et  in  its  infancy.  He  has  traveled 
the  long  road  of  toil,  struggle  and  determination, 
and  there  are  few  difficulties  of  pioneer  life  with 
which  he  is  not  familiar.  From  this  he  has  reaped 
a  rich  experience,  and  by  which  the  generation  of 
the  present  day  would  do  well  to  profit.  He  knows 
for  himself  that  the  maxims  which  treat  of  the  rich 
reward  of  energy  and  determination  are  no  idle 
words.  He  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder 
and  while  still  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life,  has  lived 
to  enjo}'  the  fruits  of  his  early  toil,  and  now,  dwell¬ 
ing  in  the  midst  of  ease  and  comfort,  he  can  look 
back  with  satisfaction  upon  his  well-spent  years. 

The  subject  of  our  biography  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  and  was  born  in  Richland,  Oswego 
County,  March  13,  1832.  His  father,  Moses  S. 
Phillips,  was  a  native  of  Bennington  County,  Yt., 
and  his  grandfather,  Elihu  Phillips,  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Moses  S.  Phillips, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  remaining  there  until  after  his  marriage.  He 
chose  for  his  life  partner  Miss  Charlotte  Ransom, 
a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  daughter  of  Samuel 
Ransom  who,  after  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  re¬ 
moved  to  Richland,  N.  Y.,  where  his  life  terminated. 
Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  six  of 
them  living  to  years  of  maturity.  The  record  is 
as  follows:  Cyrus  S.  is  a  resident  of  Tecumseh, 
Johnson  Co.,  Neb.;  Clarissa  P.  married  for  her 
first  husband  Lora  Tripp;  he  departed  this  life, 
and  she  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  John  S. 
Cerrington,  and  now  lives  in  Johnson  County, 
Neb. ;  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  third  child ; 
Elizabeth  D.  became  the  wife  of  William  Sanders, 
and  died  in  Chicago,  Ill.;  Ransom  was  a  soldier  in 
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the  Union  army,  a  member  of  an  Illinois  regiment, 
died  in  the  service  and  was  buried  at  Bloomington, 
Ill.;  Martha  1).  married  Spencer  Trumbull,  and 
lives  in  Maine  Township,  this  county. 

Moses  S.  Phillips  removed  from  his  native  State 
to  New  York  in  about  1825,  and  settled  in  Rich¬ 
land,  Oswego  County.  There  he  purchased  timber 
laud  and  cleared  a  farm.  lie  erected  a  good  log 
house  and  a  barn,  planted  an  orchard,  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  comfortable  home.  After  ten  years  he 
sold  this  and  purchased  another  tract  of  timber 
land.  This  he  also  improved  and  cultivated.  The 
farm  lay  about  one  mile  from  the  village  of  Pulaski 
on  the  margin  of  a  stream  called  Spring  Brook, 
and  was  remarkably  pleasant  in  its  location  and 
surroundings.  He  remained  upon  this,  however, 
only  ten  }rears,  selling  it  in  1 845  and  removing  to 
the  Prairie  State.  There  he  made  a  location  about 
four  and  one-half  miles  from  Waukegan,  in  Lake 
County.  Upon  his  land  was  the  New  York  House, 
a  hotel  located  on  the  Milwaukee  Road,  and  he  oc¬ 
cupied  himself  here  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
keeping  a  public-house.  His  decease  occurred  in 
1848.  With  the  sturdy  New  England  qualities 
which  he  possessed,  he  was  also  a  whole-souled  and 
generous  man,  and  as  “mine  host”  became  well 
known  and  popular  throughout  that  section  of 
country,  although  his  experience  in  this  line  was 
comparatively  brief.  After  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band  Mrs.  Phillips  contracted  a  second  marriage, 
with  Mr.  Seeley  Whitman,  who  died,  and  Mrs. 
Whitman  then  married  E.  Townsend,  of  Cook 
County,  Ill.,  and  her  demise  occurred  in  that 
county. 

Flower  M.  Phillips  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Illinois.  He  made 
his  home  with  his  mother  until  he  was  nineteen 
years  old,  and  was  then  engaged  as  assistant  to  a 
neighboring  farmer.  The  winter  following  he 
spent  with  his  mother  in  Walworth  County,  Wis. 
In  the  spring  they  returned  to  Lake  County,  and 
he  remained  at  home  until  1857.  He  was  not  satis¬ 
fied,  however,  with  his  condition  or  his  prospects, 
and  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  beyond  the 
Father  of  Waters.  He  had  been  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  and  economy,  and  from  his  small  earn¬ 
ings  had  already  saved  quite  a  little  sum  of  money. 
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Accordingly  he  started  out,  crossed  the  Mississippi 
and  came  into  Linn  County.  He  entered  160  acres 
of  land,  eighty  acres  on  section  5,  of  Township  86, 
now  Jackson,  and  eighty  acres  adjoining,  but  across 
the  line  in  Delaware  County.  He  at  once  com¬ 
menced  the  improvement  of  his  land,  built  a  house 
by  felling  green  timber,  sawing  it,  and  located  his 
dwelling  on  section  5,  and  has  since  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  same  farm.  He  was  successful  from 
the  start,  although  the  results  were  necessarily  £  { 
slow  and  difficult  of  accomplishment.  He  added  Ej 
to  his  acreage  as  time  passed  and  his  means  justified. 
The  wild  prairie  gave  way  to  smiling  fields  of 
growing  grain,  and  in  time  the  family  removed 
from  the  humble  cabin  into  a  large  and  comforta-  »  i 
ble  frame  dwelling.  Mr.  Phillips  is  now  the  pos-  S 
sessor  of  320  acres  of  prairie  land,  all  in  one  body,  r 

and  finely  improved,  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable  jj 

►« 

timber.  His  residence  and  out-buildings  are  all 
planned  and  constructed  with  an  eye  to  taste  and 
convenience,  and  the  Phillips  homestead  forms  one  i 
of  the  most  attractive  features  in  the  landscape  of 
Linn  County,  and  we  are  pleased  to  present  a  view  e 
of  it  in  this  Album. 

The  marriage  of  Flower  M.  Phillips  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Hutchinson  was  celebrated  Dec.  23,  1858. 
Mrs.  Phillips  was  born  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y..  S 
Sept.  14,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Alvah  e 
Hutchinson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  removed  : 
from  his  native  State  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  j 
then  to  Steuben,  and  thence  to  Lake  County,  Ill., 
where  he  died  in  September,  1857.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Margaret  Mitchell,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  last-named  county.  She  still  survives, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Phillips.  The  household  circle  of  Flower  M.  and 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Phillips  has  been  gladdened  by  the 
birth  of  five  children:  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
William  G.  Andrews;  Mary,  Carrie  and  Flower  S. 
reside  at  home  with  their  parents.  Their  firstborn, 
a  son,  Holmes,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mary 
and  Carrie  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  among  the  honored 
residents  of  their  community.  The  pioneers  are  a 
passing  away,  and  those  who  are  still  left  are  cher- ; 
ished  as  the  valued  remnants  of  a  by-gone  time.  :  [ 
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The  thrilling  scenes  through  which  they  passed  in 
the  settlement  of  this  portion  of  the  State  must 
ever  awaken  emotions  of  the  warmest  regard  for 

}  :  them.  To  pave  the  way  for  those  who  followed, 
to  make  their  settlement  in  the  West  a  pleasure, 
they  stemmed  the  flood-tide  of  civilization  and  en¬ 
dured  and  suffered  silently,  and  they  leave  their 
children  and  their  children’s  children  a  heritage 
whose  real  value  can  scarcely  be  estimated.  For 
many  we  can  only  say 

“Life  with  them  is  o'er,  their  labors  all  are  clone, 
And  others  reap  the  harvest  that  they  won.” 

In  the  case  of  our  subject,  however,  we  trust  that 
it  will  be  many  years  before  this  requiem  shall  be 
sung  over  him ;  for  he  has  but  just  passed  the 
meridian  of  life,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  many 
long,  useful  and  happy  years  await  him. 
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OSPEH  MORFORD,  deceased.  This  gentle¬ 
man  was  an  honored  pioneer  of  Linn  County 
and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Greene  Count}',  May  13,  1813.  He  was 
there  reared  on  a  farm,  and  when  a  young  man  re¬ 
moved  to  Indiana.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
country  in  1838  to  Miss  Mary  Stewart,  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  State.  After  marriage  the  young 
couple  crossed  the  Mississsppi  and  located  in  Mus¬ 
catine.  They  remained  there  only  a  year,  however, 
thence  came  to  Linn  County,  Mr.  Morford  locating 
a  claim  in  Franklin  Township,  south  of  where  Lis¬ 
bon  now  stands.  His  land  had  not  yet  come  into 
market,  but  he  erected  a  log  house  into  which  they 
removed  and  made  themselves  as  comfortable  as 
the  absence  of  the  luxuries  of  civilization  would 
permit.  When  his  land  came  into  market  he  went 
to  the  office  at  Dubuque  and  obtained  a  clear  title  to 
his  possessions  from  the  Government.  He  improved 
his  farm  and  cultivated  his  land  and  in  due  time 
substituted  a  good  brick  house  for  the  humble  pio¬ 
neer  cabin,  which  he  occupied  with  his  family  until 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 

At  this  time  he  sold  his  original  purchase  and 
bought  a  farm  near  Mt.  Vernon,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
mained  for  about  ten  years,  then  purchased  a  resi¬ 
dence  in  Mt.  Vernon  and  retired  from  the  active 


duties  of  life.  He  folded  his  hands  for  his  final 
rest  March  18,  1886,  leaving  a  goodly  record  of  an 
honest  life  filled  with  kindly  impulses  and  good 
deeds. 

Joseph  Morford  was  first  married  in  early  man¬ 
hood,  the  companion  of  his  youth  departing  this 
life  April  25,  1851.  He  contracted  a  second  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mrs.  Barbara  A.  (Jones)  Welsheimer  in 
September,  1853.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Su¬ 
sanna  (Harper)  Jones.  The  date  of  her  birth  was 
March  23,  1824,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  M.  had  been  previously  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  II.  Welsheimer,  and  by  him  had  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  four  children :  Mary  E.,  now 
Mrs.  Martin,  living  in  Ross  County,  Ohio;  Susanna 
married  E.  Evershed  and  lives  in  Newton  County, 
Kan. ;  Mahala,  Mrs.  Martin,  is  a  resident  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  Ohio;  Jennie  was  born  April  14,  1847,  and  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Rev.  Henry  Perry,  a  Congrega¬ 
tional  minister  who  was  sent  to  Turkey ;  his  wife  ac¬ 
companied  him  and  died  there  May  3,  1884. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  Morford  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Stewart,  were  born  three  children — James  P.,  John 
T.  and  Mary  Jane,  the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  joined  the  same  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Morford  witnessed  remarkable  changes  after 
his  arrival  in  this  State.  The  country  was  then  in 
a  wild  and  unsettled  condition,  the  cabins  of  the 
settlers,  even,  appearing  few  and  far  between.  His 
experience  amply  exemplified  the  axiom  that  truth 
is  stranger  than  fiction,  for  the  change  since  that 
time  has  been  marvelous.  He  lived  to  see  the  prai¬ 
rie  and  the  dense  forest  develop  into  a  prosperous 
civilization.  From  a  single  track  through  the  wild¬ 
erness,  made  by  the  horse  of  the  passing  traveler  or 
the  wheels  of  the  emigrant  wagon,  now  rushes  the 
locomotive  on  its  iron  rails  through  populous  cities 
and  past  beautiful  farms.  The  primitive  imple¬ 
ments  of  agriculture  have  given  place  to  splendid 
farm  machinery  driven  by  steam  or  by  the  thorough¬ 
bred  farm  horse.  He  identified  himself  with  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Linn  County  from  the  beginning,  feeling 
that  his  personal  interests  must,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
be  intimately  connected  with  the  interests  of  his 
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00111113'  and  community,  and  he  aided  by  every  means 
in  his  power  the  advance  and  progress  of  this  section 
of  the  country.  lie  always  endeavored  to  vote  for 
the  best  measures  and  the  best  men,  both  socially 
and  politically,  and  sought  to  encourage  the  better 
element  of  society  to  settle  here.  He  faithfully 
fulfilled  the  obligations  of  a  husband,  a  father  and 
a  citizen,  and  folded  his  hands  for  his  final  rest  with 
a  consciousness  of  having  done  his  duty  in  the  best 
manner  possible  to  him,  with  the  approval  of  his 
own  conscience  and  the  deep  respect  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  and  acquaintances. 


^EORGE  AY.  NOBLE,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  business  men  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  is  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Lynch 
&  Noble,  the  main  transfer  company  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Noble  was  born  in  New  York  City,  June  6, 
1839,  and  is  the  sou  of  Charles  and  Margaret 
(Campbell)  Noble,  natives  of  New  York  City  and 
Clarkson,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  His  father  is  now 
a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  Nov.  16,  1881.  Their  family  consisted  of 
three  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living — the 
subject  of  our  sketch  and  his  sister  Annie,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Idaho. 

Charles  Noble,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
sail-maker  by  trade  and  followed  the  same  until 
1856,  when  he  went  to  McHenry  County,  Ill.,  and 


there  engaged  in 


farming. 


During  the  war  he 


abandoned  agricultural  pursuits,  went  to  Chicago 
and  resumed  his  former  business.  He  only  fol¬ 
lowed  this,  however,  for  eighteen  months,  when  he 
returned  to  McHenry  County  and  again  engaged 
in  farming  until  1866,  when  he  resolved  to  seek  his 
fortune  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He  then  came  into 
Linn  County,  settled  for  a  time  in  Bowlder  Town¬ 
ship,  and  subsequently  came  into  Cedar  Rapids. 
He  is  now  day  jailor  for  the  city  police  force. 

George  AY.  Noble  remained  with  his  parents  and 
attended  school  until  thirteen  years  old.  He  then 


went  into  a  store  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  three  years  and  then  came  AYest  with 
his  parents.  After  this  he  engaged  to  work  by  the 
month  on  a  farm  in  McHenry  County,  and  con- 
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At  the  breaking  p  | 
out  of  the  late  Civil  AVar,  Mr.  Noble  was  one  of  the  .  j- 
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tinned  thus  employed  until  1861 
out  of  the  late  Civil  AVar,  Mr.  N 
first  to  enlist  as  a  volunteer,  becoming  a  member  of 


Co.  A,  15th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf. 


ice  four  years  and  two  months. 
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and  remained  in  the  serv-  p 


He  was  promoted 


Corporal,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  three  |  & 
years  enlisted  again  for  a  like  term  of  service  or  :  1 
during  the  war,  holding  the  same  position.  He  :  | 
bravely  and  cheerfully  followed  the  fortunes  of  his 


regiment,  was  engaged  with  it  in  the  battle  of  Shi- 
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loll,  the  siege  of  Corinth,  battle  of  Hatchie,  siege  : 
of  Vicksburg,  Champion  Hill,  and  in  all  the  other 
battles  and  skirmishes  which  his  comrades  en¬ 
countered.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Acworth, 
Ga.,  and  confined  at  Andersonville  for  seven  months. 
AVhile  in  prison  he  had  charge  of  100  men,  his 
duties  being  to  issue  rations  and  attend  roll-call 
twice  a  day.  He  made  his  escape  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1864,  with  three  comrades,  but  after 
three  days  out  were  run  down  with  blood-hounds, 
the  hounds  surrounding  them  until  eight  soldiers 
on  horseback  came  up.  They  emptied  their  re- 
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volvers  at  them,  wounding  only  one  of  them,  how- 
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Quitman,  Brooks  Co.,  Ga.,  thence  to  Thomasville 
Station,  afterward  to  the  prisoners’  camp,  and  from 
there  back  to  Andersonville  prison,  and  confined 
there  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  service  in  the  army, 

Mr.  Noble  returned  to  McHenry  County,  to  the 
home  of  his  parents,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1866,  then  sold  out, 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  came  into  Linn  County. 

He  located  in  Bowlder  Township,  purchased  a  tract  g 
of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1873.  He  S  n 
then  decided  to  change  his  employment,  disposed 
of  his  farming  interests  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

His  first  occupation  here  was  trucking  freight  for 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company, 
and  subsequently  he  became  Station  Agent  at  De 
Witt  for  the  same  company  until  1881.  From 
there  he  went  into  the  employ  of  the  B.,  C.  R,  &  N. 

R.  R,  at  Cedar  Rapids  as  assistant  local  agent, 
where  he  remained  until  September  of  that  year, 
and  subsequently  associated  himself  with  Mr.  Lynch 
in  the  transfer  baggage,  mail  and  freight  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lynch  &  Noble.  The  firm 
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is  highly  prosperous,  with  an  increasing  business, 
and  now  employs  eight  men  and  the  same  number 
of  teams.  The  office  is  located  at  No.  20  South 
Second  street. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Noble  and  Miss  Marietta 
Mead  occurred  in  1864.  Mrs.  Noble  is  a  native  of 
New  York  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Rockwell 
Mead.  This  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
one  child — a  son,  Charles  M. 

In  politics  Mr.  Noble  is  strongly  Republican. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  T.  Z.  Cook  Post  No.  235,  G.  A.  R. 
He  has  been  Treasurer  of  Seneca  Township,  Mc¬ 
Henry  County,  and  held  the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff 
of  Linn  County  until  he  resigned.  The  family 
residence  is  at  No.  254  Seventh  avenue.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Noble  are  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  their 
community  and  occupy  a  position  in  the  best  so¬ 
ciety  in  the.  city. 


ON.  JOHN  T.  HAMILTON,  of  the  firm  of 
Hamilton  &  Amidon,  dealers  in  agricultural 
implements,  seeds,  coal,  etc.,  on  the  corner 
of  First  street  and  Third  avenue,  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Ill.,  and  was 
born  Oct.  16,  1843.  His  parents  are  James  S.  and 
Mary  E.  (Taylor)  Hamilton,  natives  of  Westmore¬ 
land,  Pa.,  and  New  Hampshire  respectively.  The 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  he 
retired  from  active  labor,  and  settled  at  Geneseo, 
Ill.,  where  he  is  now  living.  Of  the  seven  children 


yin  the  parental  family,  five  are  yet  living:  John 
||  T.,  our  subject;  William  W.  and  Porter,  living  at 
y  Mapleton,  this  State;  James  W.,  residing  in  Benton 
|  '  County,  and  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Orr,  living  in  Henry 
{  §  County,  Ill. 

i  John  T.  Hamilton  lived  on  the  home  farm,  as- 
}  :  sisted  in  the  labors  thereon,  attended  the  common 
'  schools,  and  developed  into  manhood.  His  primary 
education  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 
at  Geneseo  Seminary,  and  he  continued  to  live  with 

^  l  the  old  folk  until  the  fall  of  1864.  He  then  engaged 

1  iES 

i :  g  m  the  insurance  business  in  Illinois,  and  after  con¬ 
ducting  the  same  for  about  four  years,  came  to  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  arriving  here  Feb.  2,  1868,  and  em¬ 


barked  in  his  present  business.  The  firm  of  which 
he  is  a  member  is  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  doing  a  flourishing  trade. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Jones  in  1873.  She  is  a  native  of  St. 
Andrews,  Canada,  and  has  borne  our  subject  the 
following-named  children :  James  E..;  John  S.,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Mabel  F.  Mr.  Hamilton  has 
held  the  office  of  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Fire  De¬ 
partment,  was  Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids  in  1878, 
member  of  the  Board  of 'Supervisors  in  1883-84, 
and  in  1885  was  elected  to  represent  Linn  County 
in  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  and  has  been  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  High 
Priest  of  the  Chapter,  and  first  Eminent  Commander 
of  Apollo  Commandery,  in  which  he  has  attained 
the  32d  degree,  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  President  of 
the  Eagle  Woolen-Mills  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  also 
President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Saving  Bank.  His 
political  opinions  heartily  coincide  with  those  of 
the  present  administration.  He  is  a  liberal  giver 
to  all  enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  benefit  the 
community  or  the  State,  and  has  never  been  known 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  true  charity.  He  has,  by  his 
energy  and  perseverance,  made  himself  what  he  is, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  business 
men,  as  well  as  respected  and  honored  citizens  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  family  are  at¬ 
tendants  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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E  Rapids,  is  a 
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FOSTER,  coal  dealer,  living  at  Cedar 
native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
as  born  April  29,  1851.  He  is  a 
son  of  Azro  and  Alta  (Shattuck)  Foster,  natives  of 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  The  father 
was  a  bridge  contractor  and  builder,  and  in  1859 
moved  to  Pekin,  Ill.,  where  he  continued  in  the 
same  business  until  his  death,  in  1882.  The  mother 
survived  and  is  residing  at  Peoria.  Their  family  of 
children  were  five  in  number:  George  B.  is  an  at¬ 
torney  of  Peoria,  Ill. ;  Henry  A.  is  a  capitalist,  re¬ 
siding  at  Des  Moines;  Helen  became  the  wife  of  L. 
King,  County  Surveyor  of  Peoria  County,  Ill. ; 
Mary  L.  married  Thomas  S.  King,  a  civil  engineer, 
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and  E.  I.,  our  subject, 
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residing  in  New 
was  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 

E.  I.  Foster  remained  an  inmate  of  his  parents’ 
home  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  by 
which  time  he  had  graduated  from  the  common 
schools,  lie  followed  civil  engineering  in  Illinois, 
and  was  thus  occupied  until  coming  to  Cedar  Rapids 
in  1876,  and  has  been  engaged  in  mining  and  in  the 
coal  business.  In  connection  with  his  brother  he 
opened  the  mines  in  What  Cheer,  in  Keokuk  County, 
this  State.  He  subsequently  developed  five  other 
mines  which  reached  a  production  of  4,000  tons  of 
coal  per  day.  He  has  some  $60,000  invested  in 
city  property  on  the  Boulevard.  He  also  laid  out 
$20,000  in  the  erection  of  his  residence  in  that  city. 
He  is  President  of  the  City  Council,  and  is  a  Mason 
of  the  Scottish  Rite  degree. 

Mr.  Foster  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Myrtle  Beaver,  daughter  of  Henry  V.  Beaver,  of 
Paris,  Ill.  Of  this  union  four  children  have  been 
born:  Henry,  James  B.,  Myrtilla  and  Gretchen. 
Mr.  hoster  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  City  National 
Bank,  and  also  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank. 
In  politics  he  is  Republican.  He  is  a  gentleman 
who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  and 
may  always  be  found  aiding  and  assisting  any 
movement  that  is  calculated  to  further  its  interest. 
He  is  whole-souled,  affable  and  kind-hearted,  never 
turning  a  deaf  ear  to  real  charity,  and  is  one  of 
the  foremost  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  as  well  as 
Linn  County. 


fl  L t LESLIE  LeCRON,  D.  S.,  one  of  the  promi¬ 

nent  members  of  his  profession  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  occupies  a  suite  of  the  best  ap¬ 
pointed  dental  rooms  in  the  city,  located 
in  the  post-office  block,  and  is  conducting  a  lucra¬ 
tive  and  successful  business.  He  has  been  an  in¬ 
dustrious  and  comprehensive  student,  and  under¬ 
stands  his  profession  thoroughly,  in  all  its  details 
and  intricacies,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
operators  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Dr.  LeCron  is  a  native  of  \\  aynesboro,  Franklin 


Pa.,  and  was  born  Feb.  20,  1856.  His  parents 


were  Simon  and  Ann  E.  (Middlekauff)  LeCron,  na¬ 
tives  respectively  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  and  Wash¬ 
ington  County,  Md.  During  early  life  his  father 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  abandoned 
this  to  take  up  the  commission  and  real-estate  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  community,  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  public  matters.  He  was, 
politically,  a  Democrat,  a  strong  Union  man,  and  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  for  the 
terms  of  1874  and  1876.  His  education  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  Mercersburg  College,  and  he  was  an  in¬ 
fluential  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  consisted 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 
as  follows:  Mary  E.  married  Mr.  D.  C.  Shank,  and 
is  a  resident  of  Waynesboro,  Pa. ;  a  brother,  D.  O. 
M.,  is  engaged  with  our  subject  as  a  mechanical 
dentist;  he  married  Miss  Lydia,  the  only  daughter 
of  Senator  Newcomer  of  Washington  County,  Md., 
in  1876,  and  they  have  two  children — Robert  and 
Osceola;  John  J.,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Frazer,  daughter  of  Judge  Frazer  of 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  and  they  have  one  child — James 
DeFreist;  this  brother  is  a  representative  of  the 
Michigan  Mutual  Insurance  Company;  Henry  A. 
resides  in  Waynesboro,  Pa. ;  S.  Leslie  married  Miss 
Daisy  E.,  daughter  of  John  Id.  Fiery  of  Hagers-  ‘ 
town,  Md.,  and  they  have  one  son — Wilbur  Leslie; 
Dora  C.  married  William  Bergstresser,  a  resident 
of  Waynesboro,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business;  Annie  E.  married  Dewitt  C.  Unger,  a 
dry-goods  merchant  of  Waynesboro;  Clarissa  Y. 
resides  in  Waynesboro. 

The  boyhood  clays  of  Dr.  LeCron  were  spent  on 
the  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  entered 
the  Ursina  College  near  Philadelphia,  where  he 
studied  for  almost  three  years,  and  then  went  into 
the  office  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Crawther,  at  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  was  associated  with  Dr.  D.  D. 
Smith,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  where  he  pursued  a  three-years’ 
course  of  study,  graduated  in  the  class  of  1881,  and  - 
came  out  with  honors,  being  third  in  proficiency  in  a 
class  of  fifty-eight.  In  1883  he  was  proffered 
$3,600  to  go  to  Switzerland  and  practice  there,  but 


this  he  thought  best  to  decline.  In  the  fall  of 
1885  he  was  offered  the  position  of  Assistant  Dem¬ 
onstrator  in  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College,  which 
he  also  declined,  as  he  believed  there  was  a  larger- 
held  in  the  West  open  to  him. 

After  leaving  college  Dr.  LeCron  returned  to 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  He  took  into  his  office,  as  a  student, 
Dr.  Ed.  Bergstresser,  who  remained  with  him  until 
1886,  and  is  now  engaged  in  dentistry,  in  Boone, 
Iowa,  and  has  a  successful  and  rapidly  growing 
practice.  The  brother  of  Dr.  LeCron,  D.  O.  M., 
worked  with  him  in  Pennsylvania,  as  mechanical 
dentist,  and  also  since  coming  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
located  here  March  29,  1886,  purchasing  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  good-will  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Dennis,  and  enjoys 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 

Dr.  LeCron,  politically,  is  strongly  Democratic. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  connected  with  the  Red 
Men.  He  has  a  handsome  home  at  No.  475  First 
avenue,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  leading- 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  a  fine  operator 
and  understands  every  detail  of  his  profession. 


?RANK  P.  HILL,  lumber  dealer,  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  Durr  &  Rugee,  residing  at  Spring- 
ville,  and  one  of  the  foremost  business  men 
of  that  place,  is  an  offspring  of  Joseph  and  Cath¬ 
arine  (Gibson)  Hill.  They  are  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  were  residents  of  Chester  County,  that 
State,  until  the  spring  of  1875,  when  they  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  in  Springville,  where  they 
are  yet  living.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their 
union  and  named  Amanda  S.,  Robert  K.,  William 
G.,  Frank  P.,  Edward,  Eliza  D.  and  Alice  W. 
Amanda  is  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Willard,  a  resident  of 
Springville;  Robert  died  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
when  eleven  years  old ;  William  G.  departed  this 
life  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  Edward  died  when 
five  years  old;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Edward  N. 
Bills,  and  they  are  living  in  Springville ;  Alice  is 
an  inmate  of  the  parental  home  at  Springville. 

Frank  P.  Hill  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
1854.  He  received  a  common-school  ed- 
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ucation,  and  in  his  younger  years  learned  the  car- 
penter’s  trade  in  his  native  county.  He  worked  at  f] 


this  trade  for  about  fourteen  years,  or  until  1886, 
and  in  February  of  that  3- ear  took  charge  of  the 
lumber  interests  of  Messrs.  Durr  &  Rugee,  of 
Springville. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married,  at  Avondale,  Chester  Co.,  1 
Pa.,  March  2,  1882,  to  Emma,  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Batlin)  Hagerty,  natives  JfJj^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  who  are  living  in  Chester 
County,  that  State.  Her  parents  had  six  children 
— William,  Mary  J.,  Henrietta,  Emma,  Anna  E. 
and  George  W.  Mrs.  Hill  was  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  17,  1857. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  seldom  fails  to  cast  his  vote 
with  the  same  when  opportunity  affords. 


ran 


tn 


1! 


'lACLAY  BENESH,  dealer  in  all  kinds  of 
drugs,  paints,  etc.,  is  located  at  No.  49  First 
street,  South  Cedar  Rapids.  The  business 
was  established  in  1882,  at  its  present  location,  and 
Mr.  Benesh  has  been  exceedingly  prosperous.  He 
served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  the  business 
with  Mr.  G.  C.  Hanan,  an  expert  apothecary  with 
whom  he  was  connected  for  about  five  years,  and 
the  insight  thus  gained  in  the  business  has  proved 
the  source  of  his  success. 

Vaclav  Benesh  is  a  native  of  the  Austrian  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Bohemia,  and  was  born  Dec.  29,  1852.  His 
father,  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  the  same  country 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  blacksmithing.  He 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Matejka.  She 
was  a  native  of  the  same  Province  as  her  husband, 
and  after  the  birth  of  two  children,  believing  that 
they  could  improve  their  condition  in  America, 
where  so  many  of  their  countrymen  were  prosper¬ 
ing  and  building  up  good  homes  for  themselves, 
they  decided  to  make  the  trial.  Accordingly,  in 
1867,  they  turned  their  faces  from  their  native  land 
and  started  for  the  United  States.  Arriving  in  this 
country  they  came  at  once  to  the  Hawkeye  State 
and  made  their  first  location  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where 
the  father  died  June  27,  1881,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
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years  and  three  months.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
and  is  fifty-eight  years  old. 

Vaclav  Benesh  is  the  elder  of  the  two  children 
horn  to  his  parents,  and  the  only  one  living,  his 
brother  Joseph  having  died  in  Bohemia  when  a  child 
of  seven  years  of  age.  lie  has  been  enabled  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  considerable  property,  and  in  connection 
with  his  mother,  is  the  owner  of  several  houses  and 
lots  in  the  city.  lie  was  married  in  Cedar  Rapids 
in  November,  1873,  to  Miss  Anna  Gregor,  a  native 
of  the  same  country  as  himself.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  who  also  made 
C  edar  Rapids  their  home  and  have  continued  to 
live  there  until  the  present  time.  Of  this  union  was 
born  one  child,  Vaclav,  Jr.  Mr.  Benesh  is  well 
educated  and  possessed  of  considerable  literary 
taste.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bohemian  Reading 
Society,  holding  most  of  its  honorary  offices,  and  is 
at  piesent  Supervisor  of  the  hall,  also  Treasurer  and 
member  of  the  C.  S.  P.  S.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Singers’  Society, 
and  of  the  Bohemian  School  Board.  Religiously 
his  i  lews  are  largely  liberal.  He  is  independent  in 
politics,  voting  for  those  men  and  measures  which 
he  believes  will  be  for  the  good  of  a  local  and  gen¬ 
eral  public.  He  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
Assessors’  Committee  for  appraisement  of  city 
property.  All  these  positions  of  responsibility  which 
he  has  held,  indicate  him  to  be  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  one  whose  opinion  upon* important 
questions  is  highly  valued. 


’ILLIAM  BRACKETT,  a  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Linn  County  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  coming  here  in  1856.  He  is 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  Pittstown, 
Rensselaer  County,  Jan.  14,  1825.  His  father, 
John  A.  Brackett,  was  a  native  of  the  Bay  State, 
and  born  in  Franklin  County.  His  grandfather, 
hhe?  James  Brackett,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  native 
of  Wales,  who  came  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  AVar, 
and  possessed  all  the  sturdy  qualities  of  his  honor¬ 


able  and  upright  Welsh  ancestry.  John  A.  Brack¬ 
ett,  his  son,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  carried  on  an  extensive  busi¬ 
ness  after  his  removal  from  his  native  State  to 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  The  last  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  at  Saratoga  Springs,  and  he  rested  from 
his  labors  at  an  advanced  age.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Eliza  Chase,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

William  Brackett  commenced  his  struggle  with  life 
at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years,  beginning  his 
labois  in  a  sawmill.  At  theag'e  of  eighteen  years 
he  commenced  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  He  was  a  natural  mechanic  and 
acquired  great  skill  as  a  master  builder.  After  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years  he  was  taken  into 
partnership  by  his  employer,  being  located  at  Wil¬ 
ton,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  they  carried  on  the 
business  of  contracting  and  building  for  two  years. 
He  then  abandoned  this  branch  of  his  trade  and  was 
engaged  in  building  railroad  bridges,  being  thus 
employed  until  1856,  during  which  time  he  carried 
on  bridge  building  in  nine  different  States  besides 
the  British  Provinces. 

After  coming  to  Linn  County,  Mr.  Brackett  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  located  in 
Putnam  Township  until  1861,  and  then  came  to  Mt. 
Vernon.  There  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  land, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  dwelling  and  resumed  his 
first  occupation  as  carpenter  and  builder.  Many  of 
the  best  buildings  in  the  town  were  put  up  under 
his  supervision.  He  continued  thus  occupied  until 
1884,  and  since  that  time  has  been  associated  with 
his  son-in-law,  M.  Iv.  Neff,  in  the  furniture  busi¬ 
ness. 

Mr.  Brackett  was  married,  March  4, 1846,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Sherman,  a  native  of  Saratoga  County, 
N.  4.,  boin  June  25,  1825.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Sylvanus  and  Clara  (Slater)  Sherman,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Saratoga  County.  The  family  household 
comprised  thiee  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Anna  Eliza,  wife  of  M.  K.  Neff,  lives  in 
Mt.  Vernon;  Edgar  T.  is  a  practicing  lawyer  at 
Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Emma 
Corliss,  of  that  city;  Clara  A.  is  the  wife  of 
\\  illiam  M.  Smith  (see  sketch).  ’These  children  all 
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received  an  excellent  education  and  graduated  from 
Cornell  College. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brackett  are  highly  esteemed  mem¬ 
os  .  ° 

uj .  hers  of  society  and  regular  attendants  of  the 

.  S  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  the  support  of 
i|j  which  they  contribute  liberally  and  cheerfully. 
Politically  Mr.  Brackett  was  formerly  a  Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Scott.  Since 
the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  and  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  new  Republican  party,  Mr.  Brackett 
p|  has  cheerfully  endorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter, 
j  jj  and  by  his  voice  and  vote  endeavors  to  promote 
s  those  principles.  He  believes  them  to  be  the  sum 
i  :  total  of  political  good  order  and  system.  lie  is 
decided  in  his  views  and  fearless,  although  not  ob¬ 
trusive  in  the  expression  of  them.  Mr.  B.  is  also 


a  member 
A.  M. 
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AMPSON  C.  BEVER.  Prominent  among 
the  old  pioneers  of  this  county,  those  who 
have  witnessed  its  remarkable  development 
and  borne  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  great 
necessary  to  such  an  achievement;  who  en¬ 
dured  the  toil  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  without 
a  murrner  or  complaint,  is  Mr.  Sampson  C.  Bever. 
He  was  closely  identified  with  the  noble  and  heroic 
pioneer  men  and  women  who  have  left  their  im¬ 
press  upon  all  the  surroundings,  and  many  of  whom 
ip  ^ve  l°°k  over  these  broad  prairies  covered 
a  with  beautiful  homes,  with  growing  cities  and  vil¬ 
lages,  school-houses,  colleges  and  churches,  and 
a  realize  with  a  just  satisfaction,  that  they  had  a  hand 
in  this  magnificent  development. 

Mr.  Bever  came  here  from  Ohio  in  1851,  and 
since  then  has  made  an  honorable  record,  lending 
his  means,  counsel  and  enterprise  toward  the  up¬ 
holding,  not  only  of  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids 
where  he  resides,  but  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Bever  was  born  on  the  east  side  of  Colum¬ 
biana  County,  Ohio,  July  31,  1808,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  and  Euphemia  (Imbrie)  Bever,  natives  of 
ll  Washington  County,  Pa.  The  father  of  James 
was  Sampson  Bever,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  lived 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.  There  he  was  actively 


engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death. 

He  had  three  children,  of  whom  James  moved  to  the 
interior  of  Ohio  in  1810  and  secured  160  acres  of 
land  which  was  the  site  of  the  town  of  the  Winne¬ 
bago  Indians,  who  had  burned  it  upon  leaving  that  ?  c 
section.  Here  he  erected  a  log  cabin  and  began  the  y 
improvement  of  his  place.  His  over-zealousness  i 
to  prepare  a  home  for  himself  and  family,  and  his 
hard  labor  brought  on  a  disease  which  caused  his 
death  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven.  He  had 
two  sons,  Sampson  C.,  our  subject,  and  James. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Ohio  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of 
age.  He  then  held  the  position  of  clerk  in  the 
store  of  H.  Sweitzer,  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  work  at  a  glass  factory 
owned  by  Bowman,  Sweitzer  &  Bowman.  After 
remaining  there  one  year  as  clerk  and  manager, 
he  became  the  proprietor  of  the  works.  The  his¬ 
tory  of  this  period  of  his  life  we  take  from  the 
United  States  Biographical  Dictionary: 

“  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  took  charge  of  the 
Albany  Glass  Works,  near  Brownsville,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Little  Redstone  Creek,  for  Bowman,  Sweit¬ 
zer  <fc  Bowman,  receiving  a  compensation  of  $150 
a  year.  They  were  men  of  large  means,  entirely 
independent,  and  soon  turned  over  to  Mr.  Bever 
the  store,  goods,  glass  works,  coal  bank — every¬ 
thing  they  had  there;  he  taking  a  partner,  Will¬ 
iam  Eberhart,  an  experienced  glass-blower,  the  firm 
being  S.  C.  Bever  &  Co.  The  business  prospered, 
and  in  two  years  the  firm  had  paid  the  indebtedness 
to  the  old  firm,  and  had  a  remunerative  surplus  left. 

Upon  Mr.  Eberhart’s  retirement  from  the  business 
George  B.  Woltz  joined  with  Mr.  Bever  for  the  term 
of  four  years,  but  died  before  its  close;  the  busi¬ 
ness,  however,  continued  under  the  name  of  Bever 
&  5\  oltz  to  the  end  of  four  years.  During  this 
time  President  Jackson  was  making  war  on  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  Mr.  Bever,  though  highly 
prospered,  saw  the  cloud  gathering  in  the  financial 
heavens,  and  sold  out.  The  parties  to  whom  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  glass-works  lost  all 
they  had  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years.” 

In  the  autumn  of  1836,  Mr.  Bever  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Goodloe  H.  Bowman,  one  of  his  former 
employers  but  at  that  time  Cashier  of  the  Monon- 
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galiola  Bank,  of  Brownsville.  They  opened  a 
mercantile  house  at  Coshocton,  Ohio,  and  the 
firm  of  Bover  &  Bowman  flourished  for  ten  years, 
lie  then  moved  to  Millersburg,  now  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  sold  goods  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  six  years.  The  location  was  near  the  old 
homestead  and  the  rustic  graveyard  where  his 
father  was  laid  to  rest  more  than  seventy  years  ago? 
whose  remains  filial  love  prompted  the  son  to  re¬ 
move  to  Cedar  Rapids  twenty-five  years  since.  Mr. 
Bever  built  himself  a  beautiful  home  at  Millersburg, 
().,  but  afterward  determined  to  “  go  West,”  and  ac- 
cordingty  sold  his  homestead  and,  after  prospecting 
in  the  States  on  the  Mississippi  and  Cedar  Rivers,  set¬ 
tled  with  his  family  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  ar¬ 
rived  after  a  circuitous  route  by  the  Ohio  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  Rivers  and  by  private  conveyance  on  the  4th 
of  April,  1852.  Here  he  purchased  600  aci’es  of 
land  close  to  the  city,  and  entered  nearly  4,000 
acres  more,  all  within  a  few  miles  of  the  present 
city.  After  one  year  of  farm  life,  he  concluded 
that  such  was  not  his  vocation,  and  purchased  a 
store  on  the  corner  of  First  avenue  and  First  street, 
and  conducted  the  business  five  years,  when  he 
sold  his  goods  but  retained  the  building. 

Mr.  Bever,  during  this  time,  engaged  in  building 
the  C.  I.  &  N.  R.  R.  from  Clinton  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  obtained  the  first  charter  in  Cedar  Rapids  for  a 
national  bank,  having  previously  been  engaged  in 
private  banking  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  C.  Bever 
&  Sons.  This  soon  merged  into  the  City  National 
Bank,  capital  $100,000,  which  he  has  since  contin¬ 
ued.  He  erected  his  present  bank  building  in 
1871,  and  has  built  several  blocks;  also  five  large 
houses  for  his  children  and  a  number  of  tenement 
houses.  He  is  interested  in  the  Savings  Bank,  and 
owns  stock  in  two  different  railroads,  also  stock  in 
the  street  railway.  He  is  a  stock-holder  in  the 
Water-Works,  Oil  and  Paint  Works,  Oil  Mill,  and 
in  the  Woolen  Factory.  His  residence  is  situated 
on  the  corner  of  First  avenue  and  Fifth  street,  and 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city. 

Sampson  C.  Bever  was  married  in  1833,  to  Miss 


Mary  Blythe,  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  Blythe.  She  became 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Jane  E.  married  Alex  II.  Spangler  (de¬ 


ceased),  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  the  mother 
of  one  son,  David;  James  L.  married  Miss  Love- 
nia  Silliman,  and  has  three  children:  Mary,  Lewis 
and  Lorenzo;  George  W.  married  Miss  Ada  Taylor; 
Ellen,  Mrs.  U.  C.  Blake,  is  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren — lames,  Genevieve  and  Georgia;  John  B. 
married  Miss  Charlotte  Morton.  The  three  sons 
of  Mr.  Bever  are  in  the  Bank;  the  eldest  son, 
James  L.  is  Cashier;  George  W.,  Vice  President, 
and  John  B.,  Teller.  His  children  are  provided 
with  fine  homes,  and  their  surroundings  are  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Mrs.  Bever  departed  this  life 
June  14,  1885,  loved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Bever  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  having  started  out 
in  life  without  means  but  with  perseverance,  a 
desire  to  do  well  what  was  to  be  done,  and  an 
evident  determination  to  win  his  way  in  the  great 
battle  of  life.  lie  has  succeeded  beyond  his 
fondest  expectations,  and  every  year  but  adds  to 
his  store.  He  is  not  only  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  blit  is  honored  and 
respected  wherever  known,  and  we  therefore  take 
pleasure  in  presenting  his  portrait  in  this  work. 


(AMES  McCLELLAND,  a  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Lisbon,  comes  of 
good  old  Scottish  ancestry,  and  was  born  in 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  Dec.  24,  1817.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Downie)  Mc¬ 
Clelland,  also  natives  of  the  same  county.  His 
father  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  came  to  America 
in  1818,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one  child. 
He  first  located  in  Pennsylvania  and  rented  land 
in  Center  and  Clearfield  Counties,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  for  about  seven  years.  Not  being 
quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  operations 
there,  he  went  into  Indiana  County  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  of  170  acres,  at  $4  per  acre. 
Upon  this  he  remained  for  twelve  years,  improving 
and  cultivating  it.  From  here  he  went  to  Venango 
County,  and  located  at  Beaver  Furnace,  and  be¬ 
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came  an  iron-worker,  in  which  he  was  occupied  until 
1839.  In  April  of  that  year  he  built  a  flatboat  and, 
accompanied  by  another  man  with  his  family,  they 
started  for  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  floating  down 
the  Clarion,  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Rivers  to  Gincin- 
ij:  q  nati,  and  thence  proceeded  by  steamer  to  Dubuque, 
which  was  then  but  a  hamlet.  Mr.  McClelland,  Sr., 
rented  a  farm  a  few  miles  out  from  Dubuque,  and 
with  his  family  lived  upon  it  for  two  3Tears.  He 
then  entered  a  claim  in  Linn  County,  in  what  is 
now  Franklin  Township.  Here  he  established  a 
home,  improved  and  cultivated  his  land,  and  here 
his  demise  occurred  in  1850.  The  faithful  wife  and 

L  - 

mother  had  preceded  him  to  the  land  of  the  here¬ 
after  eight  years  before,  in  1842. 

The  household  circle  of  James  McClelland,  Sr.,  ‘ 
and  his  wife  was  completed  by  the  birth  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  notice  was 
the  eldest.  Margaret  married  Joseph  Robinson,  and 
died  in  Franklin  Township;  Thomas  died  at  To¬ 
ledo,  Tama  County;  William  died  in  Franklin 
|  Township;  and  also  John;  Archibald  went  to  Cali- 
;  fornia  in  1851,  and  never  returned;  Sidney,  the 
twin  sister  of  our  subject,  married  Thomas  Dono¬ 
hue,  and  they  live  in  Oregon ;  Jane  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Baldwin,  and  they  also  live  in  Oregon ; 
George  died  in  California;  Eliza  married  Irvin 
Wilcox,  and  she  lives  in  Kansas,  Mr.  AYilcox  hav¬ 
ing  died  in  Iowa.  All  of  these  children,  excepting 
the  eldest  son,  our  subject,  were  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

James  McClelland  was  but  an  infant  when  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his  parents.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  Pennsylvania,  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  educated  in  the  subscription  school.  He  came 
to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  with  his  parents,  and  soon 
after  their  arrival  in  Dubuque  he  engaged  to  assist 
8  in  building  the  military  road  then  being  laid  out 
between  that  place  and  Iowa  City.  In  the  fall  of 
the  year  his  work  took  him  into  Linn  County,  and 
being  pleased  with  the  “  lay  of  the  land,”  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  locate  there,  and  consequently  made  a 
claim.  The  land  had  not  been  surveyed,  but  his 
claim  after  the  survey  was  found  to  be  on  sections 
25  and  36  of  township  82  north,  range  5  west,  now 
Franklin  Township.  He  was  still  unmarried,  and 
boarded  until  1841,  when  his  parents  joined  him 
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and  he  built  a  log  house,  into  which  the  family 
moved. 

At  this  time  Dubuque  was  the  nearest  market, 
and  was  seventy  miles  away.  This  included  onty 
miscellaneous  farm  produce,  there  being  no  market  fife 
for  grain  for  several  years  after.  He  commenced  t 
his  farming  operations  with  an  ox-team,  and  which  Eh 
also  served  as  a  means  of  transportation  to  market.  Jj 
At  one  time  he  went  four  miles  beiow  Davenport 
to  mill  with  fifty  bushels  of  wheat,  drawn  by  two 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  was  ten  days  making  the  trip. 

Wild  game  was  plenty,  and  deer  ran  by  the  door. 

The  nearest  post-office  was  at  Ivanhoe,  five  miles 
distant,  the  mail  being  carried  on  horseback. 

The  marriage  of  James  McClelland  and  Miss 
Emeline  Stine  was  celebrated  in  November,  1844. 

She  was  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.  To  this 
union  were  born  fourteen  children:  Thomas  lives 
in  Lisbon;  John  in  Wyoming  Territory;  Irena  and 
George  in  Franklin  County,  Iowa;  Effie,  Oma  and 
Lou  Emma  are  living  with  their  father;  Elma  died 
aged  nineteen  3-ears,  and  six  others  died  in  inf  anew. 

The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  March  14, 

1873. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  McClelland  occurred  y  y’ 
in  1874,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs.  Mary  g 
(Green)  Albon.  She  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Eli  and  Bar¬ 
bara  (Moore)  Green,  and  widow  of  Joseph  Albon. 

By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children — Eva  Young,  who  lives  in  Phillips  Coun¬ 
ty,  Kan.,  and  Volie,  deceased. 

Eli  Green,  the  father  of  Mrs.  McClelland,  was  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  as  also  was  her  grand¬ 
father,  Duty  Green.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  McClel¬ 
land  was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Ohio. 

Her  husband  removed  to  Ohio  while  a  3'oung  man, 
and  their  marriage  occurred  in  her  native  county. 

He  was  a  ship  carpenter,  and  followed  his  trade 
until  1847,  when  the3r  removed  to  Iowa.  They 
made  their  first  location  at  Ft.  Madison,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  nine  3rears,  then  removed  to  Mercer 
County,  Ill.,  where  they  purchased  a  farm  and 
were  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1867. 

The37  then  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters  again,  go¬ 
ing  into  Missouri  and  settling  in  Bates  County, 
where  the  life  of  the  father  terminated  in  1869. 
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The  mother  still  survives  and  resides  with  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  Sarah  Pheran,  in  Springville,  this 
county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClelland  are  highly  esteemed  in 
their  community,  and  are  members  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Clelland  occupies  an  enviable  position  as  a  citizen, 
and  takes  pardonable  pride  in  having  done  his 
share  toward  the  building  up  of  his  township  and 
county.  lie  has  watched  its  progress  with  interest 
and  rejoices  in  its  prosperity. 


AMUEL  BELL,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Linn 
County,  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa., 
the  date  being  Oct.  26,  1808.  His  father, 
by  name  Isaiah  Bell,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  having  been  born  there  in  1777,  and 
his  father,  Jonathan  Bell,  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  came  to  America 
when  a  young  man.  He  first  located  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in 
what  is  now  Emerty  Township.  Jonathan  Bell 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being 
one  of  those  men  who  had  as  true  sentiments  of 
patriotism  up  to  the  day  of  his  death  as  when  he 
first  left  the  old  home  for  the  front.  He  died 
about  1817,  upon  the  home  farm  he  had  improved, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer’s 
boy,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  and  followed  it  until 
his  death,  which  event  occurred  in  Fairfield  County, 
Ohio.  The  maiden  name  of  our  subject’s  mother 
was  Ellen  Bergner.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
bore  to  the  father  of  our  subject  eight  children — 
three  girls  and  five  boys— Samuel  Bell  being  the 
third  child  in  order  of  birth  in  his  parents’  family. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  seven  years, 
nd  he  then  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather.  On 
the  death  of  his  grandfather  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead  and  lived  with  an  uncle  until  he  came 

he  emi- 


At  that  age 


}to  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
grated  to  Schuylkill  County,  where  he  entered  a 
woolen- mi  11  and  engaged  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
weaver.  He  followed  this  occupation  until  twenty - 
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one  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia 
and  entered  a  woolen  factory  in  that  city,  remain¬ 
ing  there  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  returned  to  his  native  county,  where  he 
was  married.  After  celebrating  that  event  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Fairfield  County,  Ohio.  The  trip  was 
made  overland  with  five  horses,  two  wagons  and  a 
buggy.  Our  subject  purchased  a  farm  there,  con¬ 
sisting  of  forty  acres  which  was  cleared  and  160 
acres  of  timber  land.  Though  at  the  outset  sub¬ 
jected  to  all  the  inconveniences  and  privations  of 
pioneering  in  a  new  country  at  an  early  date,  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  up  a  fine  farm,  supplied  it 
with  good  buildings  and  equipped  it  with  the  most 
practical  of  modern  machinery,  and  added  to  his 
landed  estate  until  he  was  the  possessor  of  515 
acres  in  Ohio.  In  1854  he  disposed  of  300  acres 
of  his  land,  then  started  West  for  Iowa  with  seven 

brought 
along 


horses,  three  wagons  and  a  carriage.  He 
his  household  goods  and  working  utensils 
with  him,  and  camped  by  the  wayside.  The  jour¬ 
ney  was  a  long  and  tedious  one,  lasting  thirty-two 
days.  The  family  located  in  Cedar  County,  where 
our  subject  purchased  233  acres  of  land  in  Prairie 
Township.  They  found  upon  the  place  a  small 
frame  house,  and  only  100  acres  of  the  land  had 
been  improved.  Mr.  Bell  resided  thereuntil  1872, 
when  he  sold  his  acreage  and  moved  to  Lisbon. 
He  had  in  the  meantime  improved  the  place  by 
erecting  thereon  a  fine  brick  house.  40  x  1 8  feet, 
two  stories,  with  an  “  L.”  He  also  erected  a  fine 
barn,  30  x  60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  placed  all  the 
land  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  present 
residence  is  pleasantly  located  on  South  and  School 
streets. 

June  11,  1831,  our  subject  formed  a  matrimonial 
alliance,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  May  A. 
Reber.  Mrs.  Bell  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  15,  1814,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Valentine 
and  Rebecca  Reber.  The  family  of  our  subject 
numbered  nine  members,  of  whom  we  give  the  fol¬ 
lowing  brief  mention :  Mary  A.,  wife  of  William 
Frederick,  resident  of  Lisbon;  Elizabeth,  born 
March  27,  1834,  died  April  5,  1860;  William  is  a 
resident  of  Nebraska;  David,  born  March  25,  1838, 
died  in  1880;  Sarah  A.  and  Richard 
came  man  and  wife  and  are  residing 
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County,  Ohio;  John  is  a  resident  of  Jones  County, 
Iowa;  James,  born  July  27,  1847,  died  Sept.  29, 
1849;  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  William  Shettle, 
and  the}r  are  residing  at  Cedar  Rapids;  Samuel 
lives  in  Nebraska. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Bell  occurred  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa,  in  1869,  and  our  subject  was  again  married, 
to  Mrs.  Maria  (Eaton)  Grant,  widow  of  Thomas 
Grant.  Mrs.  Bell  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bell  has  always  been  an  ardent 
Democrat,  one  who  does  not  swerve  from  the  views 
and  principles  promulgated  by  that  political  or¬ 
ganization.  Our  subject  served  as  Supervisor  of 
Prairie  Township,  and  also  held  the  office  of  School 
Director  for  many  years,  the  duties  of  which  offices 
were  faithfully  and  conscientiously  discharged. 


ACOB  S.  PFAUTZ,  a  wealthy  and  influential 
resident  of  Lisbon,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  born  about  nine  miles  north¬ 
east  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  Lancaster 
County.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Pfautz,  who  was 
a  native  of  the  same  county,  as  was  also  the 
grandfather,  John  Pfautz  by  name,  and  the  great¬ 
grandfather,  Michael  Pfautz,  was  born  in  Switzer¬ 
land  and  came  to  America  in  about  1720,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family.  As  may  be  readily  supposed, 
they  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lancaster 
County.  They  took  up  a  tract  of  land  near  the 
present  site  of  Lititz,  and  Michael  Pfautz  labored 
and  lived  here  all  his  life,  dying  Oct.  12,  1769. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church,  and  is 
buried  in  the  cemetery  set  apart  for  those  peculiar 
people,  which  is  located  three  miles  from  the  prim¬ 
itive  homestead.  Our  subject’s  grandfather  was  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character,  sturdy  and  inde¬ 
pendent  in  his  views,  and  possessed  all  the  charac¬ 
teristics  required  by  a  man  in  order  to  make  his 
way  successfully  in  those  rugged  days.  He  carried 
on  agricultural  pursuits  and  accumulated  a  large 
property.  He  erected  a  flouring-mill  near  Lititz, 
which  is  still  standing.  He  reared  his  son,  the 
father  o£  our  subject,  to  his  own  methodical  and 
systematic  manner  of  life,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  short  time  occupied  in  mercantile  pursuits,  he 
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was  -engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  like  his  father 
before  him,  and  at  the  close  of  his  life  his  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  within  the  mother  earth  by  the 
side  of  his  sire. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Magdalena  Swarr.  She  was  a  native  of  Lan- 
caster  County,  Pa.,  born  five  miles  west  of  Lan¬ 
caster  City.  She  came  from  a  notable  family,  her1  m  'a! 
great-grandfather  being  a  native  of  Alsace,  who 
came  to  America  in  1715,  and  located  a  few  miles 
west  of  where  this  lady  was  born.  There  was  then 
but  a  footpath  leading  from  Lancaster  to  Philadel¬ 
phia — a  remarkable  contrast  to  the  condition  of 
that  region  at  the  present  day.  This  family  in¬ 
cluded  four  sons,  and  the  father  remained  upon  the 
farm  where  he  first  settled,  upon  which  he  located 
while  it  was  yet  a  wilderness,  and  there  terminated 
his  life.  The  father  of  Mr.  Pfautz  died  in  1856, 
the  mother  Sept.  1-2,  1863.  This  family  included 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 

John  died  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in  October,  1836, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  and  three  months; 
Martin  died  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  March,  1852; 

Maria,  wife  of  Martin  Fry,  lives  in  Bates  County, 

Mo. ;  Martha,  wife  of  John  Rudy,  lives  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.;  Samuel,  in  Benton  County,  Iowa; 

Henry,  in  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Jacob  S.  Pfautz  was  the  youngest  child  of  his 
parents.  In  early  boyhood  he  attended  the  public 
schools  in  the  village  of  Lititz,  and  after  becoming 
of  sufficient  age,  assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  on 
the  farm.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  went  to  live 
with  a  neighbor,  working  for  him  for  $36  a  year, 
for  two  years.  The  third  year  he  received  $50, 
from  which  he  saved  sufficient  money  to  start  out 
in  search  of  a  location  for  a  future  home.  He 
turned  his  face  westward,  and  made  his  first  stop¬ 
ping-place  in  Illinois.  After  a  time  he  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  came  into  Iowa,  and  located  himself 
upon  the  present  site  of  Lisbon  with  the  family  of  J. 

E.  Kurtz,  where  he  remained  seven  or  eight  months. 

He  was  then  occupied  with  whatever  he  could  find  to 
do,  working  out  by  the  day.  He  continued  thus  un¬ 
til  1 850,  and  on  April  25  of  that  year,  joined  a  colony 
which  was  starting  on  a  journey  across  the  plains 
with  ox-teams.  They  carried  their  cooking  uten¬ 
sils  with  them  and  camped  and  cooked  by  the  way 
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after  the  manner  of  the  emigrants  of  that  day. 
They  traveled  until  they  reached  Oregon  City,  and 
halted  there  on  the  25th  of  September.  The  first 


1 
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employment  which  our  subject  engaged  in,  was 
cutting  saw-logs  at  $5  per  day.  In  March  fol¬ 
lowing  he  proceeded  to  the  Willamette  Valley,  and 
entered  the  mines  in  search  of  gold.  He  remained 
thus  occupied  until  the  fall  of  1853,  and  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  left  San  Francisco  on  the  steamer  John  L. 
Stephens,  proceeded  to  Panama,  crossed  the  Isth¬ 
mus,  boarded  another  steamer,  the  George  Law, 
and  sailed  for  the  city  of  New  York.  From  there 
he  proceeded  to  his  native  county,  where  he  visited 
relatives  and  friends  for  six  months,  then  set  out 
for  the  West  again.  He  returned  to  Lisbon  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  in  which  he  was 
occupied  eight  or  nine  years,  and  also  operated  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  grain.  He  then  disposed 
of  his  merchandise,  took  possession  of  a  tract  of 


land  and  engaged  in 


farming. 


In  1866  he  dis- 
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posed  of  his  agricultural  interests,  went  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  located  in  Johnson  County,  and  remained 
there  during  the  stormy  period  of  reconstruction, 
after  the  war.  He  invested  in  lands,  loaned  money, 
and  was  very  successful  in  the  accumulation  of 
property.  He  continued  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  until  1883,  when  he  returned  to  Lisbon 
with  abundance  of  means  and  purchased  his  pres¬ 


ent  homestead, 
brick 


The  family  dwelling  is  a  hand- 


j^,_-  some  brick  building,  built  in  modern  style,  and 
embellished  with  all  the  elegancies  of  modern  re¬ 


finement;  a  wide  green 


lawn 


extends  from  the 


front  of  the  house,  and  the  grounds  and  outhouses 
give  abundant  evidence  of  the  taste  and  means  of 


the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Pfautz  is  finely  educated,  cultivated  in  his 
tastes,  and  a  patron  of  the  fine  arts.  His  dwelling 
is  richly  adorned  with  statuary  and  paintings;  he  is 
an  extensive  reader,  and  his  home  is  filled  with  the 
choicest  literature  of  the  day.  All  his  acquire¬ 
ments  are  the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that 
he  has  been  practically  unaided  in  his  efforts  at 
self  improvement.  It  is  true  he  was  richly  en¬ 
dowed  by  nature,  and  he  deserves  none  the  less 
honor  that  he  improved  the  talents  which  were  be¬ 
stowed  upon  him.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  be¬ 
lief,  tolerant  of  the  opinions  of  others,  and  takes 


that  broad  and  comprehensive  view  of  life  which 
is  so  thoroughly  indicative  of  superior  intellect  and 
good  common  sense. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Pfautz  and  Miss  Frederica 
Hammer  was  celebrated  in  August,  1855.  Mrs. 
Pfautz  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  with 
her  parents  to  America  when  quite  a  young  girl. 


She  departed  this  life  in  1863,  and  Mr.  Pfautz  is 


now  a  widower.  Mrs.  Pfautz’s  parents  located  in 
Virginia,  and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
there.  The  household  of  our  subject  embraces  but 
two  children — John,  who  resides  in  Lisbon,  and 
Mary,  the  wife  of  William  McHenry,  of  Crawford 
County,  Iowa. 

In  politics  Mr.  Pfautz  is  strongly  Republican, 
and  casts  his  vote  intelligently  and  conscientiously 
with  that  party  as  opportunity  occurs. 
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C.  UPTON,  of  the  firm  of  Upton  &  Co.  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  successfully  engaged  in 
business  on  North  Commercial  street,  the 
business  occupying  Nos.  38  to  42  inclusive.  Mr. 
Upton  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  March 
2,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Hannah 
(Colby)  Upton,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
father  is  now  retired  from  active  labor  and  living 
in  Concord,  N.  H.  The  parental  family  consisted 
of  six  children:  Susan  M.  married  J.  A.  Angle 
and  is  a  resident  of  St.  Peter,  Minn. ;  their  second 
child  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Mary  A.  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  resides  in  Manchester,  N.  II. ;  Samuel  E. 
is  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  Mr.  Upton  has  a  half-brother 
and  sister  as  follows:  Frank  II.  is  a  resident  of 
Concord,  N.  II.,  as  is  also  his  sister  Ellen, now  Mrs. 
Frank  Watson.  Mrs.  Hannah  Upton,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  departed  this  life  in  1847,  in  New 
Hampshire.  For  his  second  wife,  Samuel  Upton  j 
married  Miss  Sophia  Huntoon,  a  native  of  the  Old  ' 
Granite  State  and  of  Scotch  and  W elsh  ancestry. 

C.  C.  Upton  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  received 
a  fair  education  at  the  common  schools.  He  spent 
most  of  his  time  on  the  farm  until  1863,  when  he 
came  into  Iowa  and  was  employed  by  F.  J.  Upton 
of  Cedar  Rapids  for  four  years.  He  then  resumed 
agricultural  pursuits  and  determined  to  establish  a 


Spill 


permanent  home  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  all  as  a  thorough-going  business  man  and 
very  soon  assumed  His  rightful  place  among  the 
business  men  of  this  county.  He  is  a  stock-holder, 
Director  and  Vice-President  of  the  Star  Wagon 
Company  and  has  been  closely  identified  with  the 
business  interests  of  this  section  since  the  time  of 
his  first  coming  here. 

Mr.  Upton  was  married  in  1867,  to  Miss  L.  A. 
Clough,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  daughter 
of  Emery  and  Phoebe  (Clough)  Clough,  natives  of 
the  same  State.  They  occupy  a  handsome  resi¬ 
ts  deuce  at  No.  182  Seventh  street,  and  besides  this 
residence  Mr.  U.  is  the  owner  of  other  valuable 
property  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  together  with 
lands  in  other  portions  of  the  State.  Mr.  Upton 
and  his  amiable  wife  are  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  enjoy  the 
Pj; .  confidence  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint¬ 


ances. 
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ANIEL  BUCK,  an  early  settler  and  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  nearly  thirty-two  years  of  Lisbon, 
and  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  active 
business  men,  was  born  in  Lower  Paxton 
Township,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  6,  1820.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Christian  Buck,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  State.  His  great-grandparents  were 
born  in  Germany  and  were  early  settlers  in  Penn- 
sylvania.  Christian  Buck  followed  the  vocation  of 
an  agriculturist,  and  his  demise  occurred  in  1823. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Margaret  Zerger. 
She  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  of  German  an¬ 
cestors. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  two  years  when  his 
father  died,  and  at  nine  years  of  age  he  was 
bound  out  to  strangers  until  he  was  fourteen,  work¬ 
ing  for  his  board  and  clothes  and  $3  a  month,  for 
seven  months’  work.  The  money  thus  earned  was 
really  his  start  in  life.  The  following  year  he  got 
an  increase  of  $1  per  month  for  a  period  of  eight 
months.  In  the  winter  he  worked  for  his  board 
and  attended  school,  and  as  his  usefulness  increased, 
his  wages  were  raised  to  $8  per  month.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years, 


and  then  was  received  into  partnership  with  his 
employer,  which  relation  lasted  for  two  years,  when 
our  subject  sold  out  his  interest,  and  purchased  a 
tanyard  in  Linglestown,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.  This 
business  he  operated  for  two  or  three  years,  then 
traded  for  a  house  and  lot,  and  a  stock  of  goods  in 
that  village,  and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  until  1855,  at  which  time  he  sold  out.  In 
the  mercantile  field  he  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  un¬ 
daunted  integrity  and  substantial  business  ability. 
In  his  social  and  public  life  he  is  one  who  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  forming  his  own  opinions  and  resoluteW  ad¬ 
hering  to  them. 
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Not  being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of 
his  native  county,  he,  in  1855,  determined  to  try 
his  good  fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  new  == 
and  more  fertile  West,  and  consequently  came  to 
Iowa.  Upon  his  arrival  in  the  Hawkeye  State  he 
located  at  Lisbon,  at  which  place  he  had  made  a 
purchase  of  property  before  his  arrival.  The  first 
year  he  was  engaged  as  merchant’s  clerk  for  J.  E. 

Kurtz,  and  the  following  year  worked  at  the  same 
occupation  for  David  Dorword.  Iu  1857  he  en¬ 
tered  into  partnership  with  a  man  named  Bonewitz, 
which  relation  existed  for  two  years,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  time  he  sold  his  interest  iu  the  busi¬ 
ness  to  Mr.  Kurtz  and  opened  a  store  in  Lang- 
worthy,  Jones  County,  this  State.  He  remained 
iu  that  occupation  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
when,  selling  his  interest  there  he  returned  to  Lis¬ 
bon  and  purchased  a  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
shortly  afterward  selling  an  interest  to  a  Mr.  Plat- 
ner,  and  one  or  two  years  thereafter  disposing  of 
his  entire  stock.  It  was  during  the  late  Civil  War 
when  Mr.  Buck  disposed  of  his  mercantile  business 
and  engaged  to  fight  in  defense  of  the  Union.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he,  together  with  a  partner,  11 
bought  out  Kurtz  &  Son,  and  three  years  later  di-  MS 
viding  his  stock,  engaged  in  business  with  different 
parties  until  the  spring  of  1885.  In  that  year  he 
traded  his  store  property  in  Lisbon  for  a  farm  of 
210  acres  in  Grant  and  Spring  Grove  Townships, 
and  a  year  later  traded  other  town  property  for  an 
eightjr-acre  tract  of  land.  His  farm  now  contains 
295  acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  cultivated,  the 
management  of  which  he  intrusts  to  his  son-in-law. 

Our  subject  became  a  benedict  May  26,  1842,  at 
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which  time  Miss  Mary  Rigel  became  his  wife.  Mrs. 
Buck  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  l’a.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  family  consisted  of  four  members,  viz.,  John 
A.,  who  was  killed  while  participating  in  the  battle 
of  Atlanta,  aged  twenty-one  years;  Richard  R.  was 
drowned  in  Cedar  River,  Aug.  8,  1858;  Daniel 
E.  lives  in  Cedar  Rapids;  Mary  E.  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  Buck  of  this  personal  narration,  died  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1848,  and  our  subject  was  a  second 
time  married,  Aug.  30,  1849,  to  Miss  Jane  Runkcl. 
She  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  has 
born  our  subject  three  children:  Uriah  W.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  James  F.,  who  also  died  in  infancy; 
and  Alice  It.,  who  became  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Bauman, 
and  the}"  are  residents  of  Grant  Township.  Mr. 
Buck  is  orthodox  in  his  religious  views,  benevolent 
and  kind,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  kind  father  and 
husband,  and  is  entitled  to  and  possesses  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
lie  has  held  the  office  of  Trustee  of  his  township. 
Mr.  Buck  is  favored  with  a  good  physical-  constitu¬ 
tion  and  combines  strictness  of  moral  principles 
with  energy  and  decision  of  character.  He  made 
profitable  investments,  became  interested  in  remun¬ 
erative  enterprises,  won  honorable  success  in  bus¬ 
iness,  and  secured  a  competence  as  a  product  of  per¬ 
sonal  industry  and  good  judgment  put  forth  in  a 
field  wisely  selected. 


7f  BSALOM  GILLILAN,  a  highly  respected 


and  esteemed  resident  of  Maine  Township, 
is  a  native  of  the  great  commonwealth  of 
Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun¬ 
ty,  Nov.  27,  1817.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Rachel  (Cook)  Giliilan.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  from  which  he  removed  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Ohio  in  early  life,  and  they  settled  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  where  the  decease  of  the  father 
occurred.  The 'mother  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  removed  to  Ohio  with  her  husband,  and 
after  his  decease,  went  to  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  where  her  life  terminated.  They  were  the 
parents  ofytwelve  children — Eliza,  Samuel,  Absa¬ 


lom,  Elizabeth,  \  iolet,  John,  William  and  Sarah, 
twins,  Jane,  Jacob,  Benjamin  and  Ellen. 


Mr.  Giliilan  lived  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  j 


If 
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until  he  reached  years  of  manhood,  and  then  went 
to  Indiana  with  his  mother.  He  lived  in  that  State, 
in  Tippecanoe  and  Montgomery  Counties,  until 
1855,  and  in  October  of  that  year  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Marion  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
thus  entitled  to  be  classed  as  among  the  pioneers 
of  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
380  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  is  in  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  and  is  productive  of  some  of  the 
best  grain  and  stock  to  be  found  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Giliilan  and  Miss  Sarah  Miller  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  9, 
1843.  Mrs.  G.  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Annie 
(Moore)  Miller,  and  was  born  in  Ohio  Jan.  13, 
1822.  By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  twelve  children — Harriet, 
Eliza  J.,  George  AY.,  Margaret  L.,  Rebecca  A.,  Al¬ 
bert,  Asa  B.,  Charles,  Thomas  S.,  Rachel  F.,  Alice 
M.  and  Lydia  E. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Giliilan  furnishes  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  the  rising  generation.  He 
began  life  a  poor  boy,  and  has  attained  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  position  by  the  exercise  of  many  natural  gifts, 
among  which  were  great  energy  of  character,  per¬ 
severance,  the  ability  to  deny  himself  of  luxuries 
and  to  save  from  his  earnings  as  he  could.  He 
looked  carefully  after  the  pennies,  and  the  pounds 
took  care  of  themselves.  It  is  often  a  matter  of 
surprise  to  many  when  parting  with  small  sums  of 
money,  that  the  amount  soon  becomes  of  consider¬ 
able  proportions,  and  this  rule  will  apply  to  the 
saving  of  money  as  well  as  to  the  spending  of  it. 
Mr.  Giliilan,  early  in  life,  discovered  this  secret 
and  acted  accordingly,  with  the  happiest  results  to 
himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him.  He  amply 
deserves  the  enjoyment  and  the  comfort  that  has 
arisen  from  his  course  in  life,  it  having  been  char¬ 
acterized  by  honesty  and  uprightness,  and  he  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  among  whom 
he  has  grown  up  in  business  and  society  relations. 

Mr,  Giliilan  has  held  the  various  offices  of  his 
township,  has  been  Road  Supervisor  and  School 
Director,  and  is  a  member  of  Springville  Lodge 
No.  139,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a  con- 
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scientious  Democrat,  with  whose  principles  he  sin¬ 
cerely  sympathizes,  believing  they  are  the  correct 
ones  to  follow,  and  aids  to  promote  them  by  every 
means  in  his  power. 


HARLES  F.  LECLERE,  a  successful  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Bowlder  Township,  is 
pleasantly  located  on  his  fine  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  10,  where  he  is  meeting  with  more  than  ordin¬ 
ary  success  in  the  prosecution  of  a  vocation  he  has 
followed  thus  far  in  life.  His  parents,  George  F.  and 
Louisa  (Laude)  Leclere,  were  natives  of  France. 
Our  subject’s  father  was  eleven,  and  his  mother  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age  when  they  came  to  the  United 
States.  They  were  married  and  settled  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  emigrated  to  Iowa  in 
1846  and  settled  in  Dubuque  County.  Residing 
there  until  about  1877,  they  removed  to  Monticello, 
Iowa,  where  the  elder  Leclere  is  now  living,  retired 
from  active  labor,  and  is  enjoying  the  accumulations 
of  an  honorable  and  laborious  past.  They  had  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  lived  to  attain  the 
age  of  maturity.  Their  names  were  Charles  F., 
Eliza  C.,  George  F.,  Jr.,  Emily,  Albert  D.,  Susan 
M.,  Henry  and  Louisa.  Charles  F.  Leclere  is  the 
subject  of  this  personal  sketch ;  Eliza  was  united  in 
marriage  with  a  Mr.  Bebb,  and  they  are  residing  in 
Dakota;  George  F.  is  a  Presbyterian  clergyman  and 
living  in  Monticello,  Iowa;  Emma  died  in  Bowlder 
Township  after  having  become  the  wife  of  Charles 
Petitt ;  Albert  D.  is  a  farmer  and  lives  in  Dakota; 
Susan  died  in  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  when  about 
thirteen  years  of  age;  Henry  is  a  farmer  in  that 
county ;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Dwight  Smith  and  is 
living  in  Hamilton  County,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1842,  and  was  four  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Dubuque  County, 
this  State.  He  received  a  common-school  educa¬ 
tion  and  continued  to  live  with  the  old  folk  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  when  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself  on  land  belonging  to  his  father, 
in  Dubuque  County,  and  was  thus  occupied  for 
three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 

bought  eighty-eight  acres,  on  which  he  lived  and 
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farmed  until  1874.  He  then  sold  his  land,  and  com¬ 
ing  to  this  county,  purchased  360  acres  on  section 
10,  Bowlder  Township,  on  which  he  settled  with 
his  family  and  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has 
erected  good  and  substantial  buildings  on  his  place 
and  his  fine  barn  is  52x80  feet  in  dimensions  with 
twenty-four-foot  posts,  and  will  hold  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  200  tons  of  hay.  He  keeps  upward  of 
120  head  of  cattle,  and  over  twenty  head  of  horses 
and  fattens  about  fifty*  head  of  hogs  for  the  market 
annually.  He  has  increased  his  landed  interests 
since  his  first  purchase  in  the  county,  until  he  now 
owns  390  acres  of  valuable  land. 

Mr.  Leclere  was  married  in  Dubuque  County, 
Iowa,  May  2,  1865,  to  Miss  Theresa  Kemling, 
daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Theresa  (Baker)  Kem¬ 
ling,  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Leclere  was  four 
years  of  age  when  she  came  with  her  parents  to  the 
United  States.  She  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
Aug.  15,  1846.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject 
eleven  children  have  been  born,  and  named  Henry 
C.,  George  L.,  William  C.,  Frank  A.,  Etta  L.,  Alex¬ 
ander,  Edward,  Frederick,  Lena  T.,  Mary  E.  and 
Anna.  Etta  L.  died  when  about  fourteen  months 
old. 

Mr.  Leclere  has  held  some  of  the  minor  offices  of 
his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  votes  the 
Republican  ticket. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  home,  com¬ 
modious  barn,  fine  farm,  stock,  etc.,  of  Mr.  Leclere 
is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


LBERT  L.  WILLIS  is  a  prominent  and 
substantial  farmer  of  Jackson  Township, 
and  a  man  who  has  carved  his  way  to  suc¬ 
cess  by  the  exercise  of  his  own  industry 
and  perseverance.  He  made  his  way  unaided  by 
any  other  means,  and  is  a  striking  example  of  what 
one  may  accomplish  by  courage  and  determination. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  having  been  born 
in  Colerain,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  Sept.  17,  1831. 
His  father,  George  W.  Willis,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  and  State,  and  his  grandfather,  Maj.  Asa 
Willis,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  of  En- 
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glish  descent.  He  was  an  early  settler  of  Franklin 
County,  a  farmer  and  mill-owner,  and  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  in  Colerain,  and  there  his  ashes 
were  laid  to  rest. 

George  W.  Willis,  the  father  of  onr subject,  was 
employed  in  a  woolen-mill  during  the  earlier  part 
of  his  life,  and  removed  from  Colerain  to  North 
Adams  in  1843.  lie  remained  there  eleven  years, 
and  then,  not  satisfied  with  his  condition  and  his 
prospects,  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  country  be- 
yond  the  Mississippi.  He  started  West  in  advance 
of  his  family,  and  coming  into  this  State,  purchased 
land  in  Linn  County  on  section  16,  of  what  was 
then  township  86,  but  is  now  Jackson  Township. 
It  was  wild  prairie  land,  and  he  secured  it  at  $1.25 
an  acre.  The  following  year  he  built  a  log  cabin, 
and  in  1856  his  family  joined  him,  and  they  setup 
housekeeping  in  the  new  dwelling.  He  then  com¬ 
menced  in  earnest  to  improve  his  land,  and  in  due 
time  reaped  the  reward  of  his  labor  in  becoming 
the  possessor  of  a  comfortable  home  and  an  im¬ 
proved  farm,  upon  which  he  remained  until  his  de¬ 
cease  in  1867.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Esther  E.  Smith,  a  native  of  his  own  county.  She 
came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  with  her  husband,  and 
shared  his  struggles  and  labors  with  true  womanly 
patience,  and  died  in  1 879.  Of  their  union  were  born 
six  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  oldest.  Sarah  C.  became  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Henderson,  and  lives  in  Jackson  Township; 
Frank  died  here  when  twenty-three  years  of  age ; 
Carrie  L.  married  W.  L.  Brown  and  lives  in  Central 
City ;  Aurelia  II.  is  a  teacher  in  Jackson  Township. 

Albert  L.  Willis  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker 
in  North  Adams,  and  followed  that  occupation  un¬ 
til  1855,  when  he  came  with  his  mother  and  sisters 
to  Linn  County.  He  crossed  the  Mississippi  River 
with  the  heavy  sum  of  $5.60  in  his  pocket,  and 
commenced  in  earnest  the  life  of  a  pioneer.  He 
spent  the  first  summer  in  Mt.  Vernon,  working  at 
his  trade,  then  went  to  Springville,  where  he 
opened  a  shop,  and  did  custom  work  until  1861. 
He  then  joined  his  father’s  family  on  the  farm,  re- 


Vj  maining  with  them  two  years,  and  saving  all  the 
money  that  he  could  obtain.  His  first  purchase  con¬ 
sisted  of  fifty  acres  on  section  28.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  been  married,  and  he  took  possession  of  his 
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land,  improved  and  cultivated  it,  and  lived  upon 
it  eleven  years,  after  which  he  purchased  the  place 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

The  present  homestead  of  Mr.  Willis  comprises 
150  acres  of  prairie  land  in  one  body,  and  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  has  sixty-five 
acres  in  the  same  township,  but  not  adjoining  his 
farm.  He  occupies  a  comfortable  dwelling  and  has 
a  large  frame  barn  and  convenient  outhouses.  He 
has  established  a  fine  dairy  and  is  giving  much  at¬ 
tention  to  the  raising  of  thoroughbred  Short-horn 
cattle.  His  herd  comprises  eight  head  of  thorough¬ 
breds,  and  the  balance  are  all  high  grades,  and  he 
exhibits  some  of  the  finest  animals  in  this  part  of 
the  State. 

Albert  L.  Willis  and  Miss  Laura  P.  White  were 
united  in  marriage  March  4,  1853.  Mrs.  Willis 
was  born  in  Sandisfield,  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Jedediah  and  Alice  (Pease) 
White.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Peregrine  White,  the 
first  white  child  born  in  America.  Her  mother  was 
born  in  Sandisfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Willis  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  has  proved 
a  worthy  companion  of  such  a  man  as  her  husband. 

She  has  ordered  well  the  affairs  of  her  household, 
which  gives  ample  evidence  of  the  loving  care  and 
affectionate  oversight  of  a  faithful  wife  and  mother. 

She  is  a  highly  esteemed  among  her  neighbors  and 
acquaintances  as  one  whose  example  in  both  her 
household  an$  her  community  is  worthy  of  imita¬ 
tion. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  have  been 
born  five  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  The  eldest  son,  Frank,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Cedar  Falls,  and  also  of  the 
Law  Department  of  the  State  University.  He  is 
now  a  practicing  attorney,  located  at  Los  Angeles, 

Cal.  Minnie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Henderson, 
and  a  resident  of  Jackson  Township;  Alice  M.  mar-  j 
ried  John  H.  Dicks,  and  lives  in  Wright  County, 
this  State ;  Fred  E.  lives  in  Franklin  County,  Iowa, 
and  Jessie  L.  is  at  home ;  four  died  in  infancy. 

Politically  Mr.  Willis  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but 
after  the  abandonment  of  the  old  party  by  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  the  new  Republican  party,  he  cheerfully 
endorsed  the  principles  of  the  latter,  and  has  voted 
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with  it  since  that  time.  His  good  judgment  and 
force  of  character  obtained  early  recognition,  and 
soon  after  coming  here  he  was  appointed  to  the 
minor  offices  of  the  township,  serving  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  Assessor  and  School  Director,  and  as  a 
delegate  to  the  various  county  conventions. 

Mr.  Willis  is  a  true  representative  of  the  original 
New  Englanders,  who  were  in  many  ways  remark¬ 
able.  That  sturdy  class  of  men  not  only  dared  to 
think  for  themselves  but  to  put  their  ideas  together 
and  face  the  practical  results  of  them.  The}"  were 
brave,  dauntless  men,  and  transmitted  to  their  sons 
those  qualities  which  have  so  materially  assisted  in 
building  up  a  civilization  out  of  the  wilderness, 
and  bringing  about  and  maintaining  the  present 


status  of  the  glorious  West. 
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HARLES  P.  BEEM,  manufacturer  of  the 
Hawkeye  Broom  ”  and  proprietor  of  the 
Hawkeye  Broom- Works,  located  near  the 
Woolen-Mills,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  2, 1 856,  and  is  a  son  of  Anthony 
R.  and  Catharine  (Lonnis)  Beem,  natives  of  Lick¬ 
ing  County  also.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Michael,  and  his  wife  Rachel  (Rhodes) 
Beem,  natives  of  Maryland.  The  grandparents 
came  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  settling  in  Licking 
County,  where  they  were  pioneers.  They  were  ac¬ 
companied  to  that  county  by  three  or  four  broth¬ 
ers  of  the  grandfather,  and  they  all  made  settle¬ 
ment  there,  and  our  subject’s  grandfather  cleared 
and  improved  a  farm  in  that  county,  and  there  con¬ 
tinued  to  labor  at  his  vocation  until  his  death,  his 
good  wife  also  dying  in  that  county. 

Anthony  Beem  came  to  this  State  May  G,  1868, 
and  settled  in  Marion  County.  There  he  purchased 
160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  a  frame  resi¬ 
dence,  and  at  once  began  the  improvement  of  his 
property.  Three  children  were  born  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  :  Charles  P.,  our  subject;  Alice  M.,  a  teacher  in 
■Worthington,  Ohio,  and  Warren  W.,  living  at  home 
and  a  broom-maker  by  trade. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  lived  with  his  parents 
until  the  year  after  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
had,  up  to  this  time,  assisted  in  the  labors  on  the 
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farm  and  attended  the  common  schools,  and  also 
taught  school  for  some  time.  Prior  to  leaving  the 
old  homestead,  we  find  him  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  broom  corn  and  hiring  workmen  to  make  brooms 
for  him.  After  leaving  home  he  went  to  Indianola, 
Warren  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  rented  a  shop  and 
embarked  in  the  making  of  brooms,  from  the 
broom  corn  he  had  raised  on  the  farm.  In  1881 
he  went  to  Knoxville,  Marion  County,  this  State, 
and  after  manufacturing  brooms  at  that  place  for  a 
while,  in  1883,  we  find  him  a  resident  of  Daven¬ 
port,  where  he  is  carrying  on  the  same  business. 

In  1885  our  subject  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  two  lots,  sixt}r  feet  front  and  running  back 
to  the  river  some  200  feet,  had  been  donated  to 
him  as  an  inducement  for  the  starting  of  his  busi- 
ness  at  that  place.  There  he  erected  a  factory 
20x70  feet  in  dimensions.  While  in  Davenport  he 
employed  about  fifteen  men  in  his  factory;  in  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids  he  em ploys  from  ten  to  twelve  men. 
He  ships  to  Minnesota,  west  as  far  as  the  Missouri 
River,  and  also  to  Illinois,  and  is  meeting  with  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  conducting  of  his  business.  He  attends 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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U  ILILLIAM  BLEAKLY,  one  of  the  leading 
ly\f  farmers  of  Spring  Grove  Township,  is  the 
Wvl  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land  of  320  acres 
on  section  27.  He  is  a  representative  of  the  best 
blood  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  possesses  all  the 
stanch  and  generous  qualities  so  lavishly  bestowed 
upon  the  sons  of  Erin.  He  was  born  in  County 
Fermanagh,  Jan.  5,  1818,  and  emigrated  to 

America  in  1863,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  landing 
first  in  New  York  City,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Rock  Island,  Ill.,  and  rented  a  tract  of  land,  upon 
which  he  located  and  remained  for  a  period  of 
eight  years.  He  then  determined  to  cross  the 
Mississippi,  and  accordingly  came  into  Linn 
County,  where  he  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now 
occupies,  which  was  prairie  land,  with  twenty-five 
acres  additional  of  timber.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling- 
house,  two  stories  in  height,  and  furnished  with  all 
the  modern  improvements  and  conveniences,  which 
he  erected  in  1883.  His  barns  and  outhouses  cor- 
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respond  with  the  dwelling,  his  main  barn 
00x32  in  dimensions,  comprising  ample  space  for 
the  storing  of  grain  and  the  stabling  of  cattle.  He 
is  giving  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine 
stock,  having  a  herd  of  high-grade  Short-horn  cattle, 
and  pens  of  the  Poland-China  hogs,  and  can  exhibit 
some  of  the  best  stock  to  be  found  in  the  Hawkeye 
State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and 
Anne  (Reed)  Bleakly,  of  Scottish  descent  and  par¬ 
entage.  The  father  passed  his  life  in  Ireland  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  died  Nov.  26, 
1848;  the  mother  had  previously  departed  this  life 
in  her  native  land,  in  1835.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  we  name  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Robert,  James,  Christopher,  Thomas, 

Elizabeth,  John,  Arnold  and  Margaret. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  and  was  married  in  his  native  land  in 
1 846  to  Miss  Lucinda  Little.  She  was  born  Jan. 

318,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Margaret  (Clark)  Little.  The  father  died  in  Ire¬ 
land,  March  3,  1856,  and  the  mother,  Feb.  28, 1853. 
Their  family  consisted  of  nine  children — David, 
William,  Lucinda,  Mary  J.,  Francis,  Margaret, 
Anne,  Robert  and  Sarah  E.  Of  the  union  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Lucinda  Bleakly  have  been  born  nine 
children,  one  of  whom,  William,  died  on  the  At¬ 
lantic  while  they  were  coming  from  Ireland.  The 
remainder  are  Thomas,  Francis,  Christopher,  Mar¬ 
garet,  Robert,  John,  James  and  David. 

Very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  township,  the 
worthy  character,  high  morality,  business  qualities, 
and  rare  intelligence  of  Mr.  Bleakly  received  due 
recognition,  and  he  was  selected  for  various  respon¬ 
sible  positions.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  past  seven  years,  and  has  filled  with  credit 
the  other  responsible  offices  of  his  township.  Po¬ 
litically  Mr.  Bleakly  and  his  seven  sons  are  Repub¬ 
licans  of  the  first  water,  and  whenever  opportunity 
affords  uniformly  cast  their  votes  in  support  of  the 
principles  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Bleakly  enjoyed  but  a  limited  education  in 
his  youth,  but  he  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligence  and  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportu¬ 
nities.  He  was  carefully  trained  by  pious  parents, 
and  in  early  years  his  mind  took  a  deeply  religious 


turn.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  1844,  and  a  Bible-class 
teacher  for  forty-five  years.  He  was  a  Class- 


Leader  in  Ireland  for  the  long  term  of 


eighteen 


years,  and  during  the  eight  years  spent  in  Illinois 
he  occupied  the  same  position  there.  He  is  now  a 
licensed  exhorter  in  this  district,  and  a  Steward  of 
the  church  here.  He  has  always  contributed  cheer¬ 
fully  and  liberally  of  his  means  for  the  support  of 
the  church  of  his  choice,  and  is  one  of  its  chief 
pillars  in  this  section.  Socially,  religiously,  politi¬ 
cally,  morally  and  financially,  Mr.  Bleakly  is  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  his  township,  and  has  assisted 
materially  in  its  progress  and  prosperity. 


R.  W.  J.  HOLMAN  is  the  senior  member  of 
the  popular  medical  firm  of  Holman  &  Mc- 
Corkle,  who  are  practicing  their  profession 
in  Cedar  Rapids  with  gratifying  success. 
Dr.  Holman  was  born  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  Aug. 
17,  1848,  and  his  parents  were  Jesse  H.  and  Sarah 
(Julian)  Holman.  They  were  natives  of  Indiana, 
and  after  their  marriage  came  to  Linn  Count}’’, 
Iowa,  in  1842,  and  took  upland  at  Sugar  Grove, 
near  Mt.  Vernon.  Their  claim  consisted  of  320 
acres,  very  little  of  which  was  improved,  but  with 
true  pioneer  energy,  Jesse  Holman  set  about  the 
cultivation  <of  his  land.  His  first  business  was  to 
provide  a  shelter  for  his  family  and  he  accordingly 
built  a  log  house,  established  them  there,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  breaking  of  the  soil  about  it.  The 
tract  was  mostly  prairie  land.  He  set  out  orchards 
with  apple  and  other  fruit  trees,  which  he  judged 
would  thrive  in  the  soil,  and  planted  a  walnut 
grove,  which  afterward  became  noted  as  a  most 
beautiful  feature  of  the  landscape.  After  he  had 
instituted  many  improvements  on  his  farm  and 
brought  it  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  he  became 
tired  of  agricultural  pursuits,  removed  to  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  with 
which  he  was  occupied  for  the  next  five  years.  He 
then  disposed  of  this  and  became  emplo}'ed  in  the 
dry-goods  house  of  H.  B.  Albright,  and  was  thus 
engaged  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  April, 
1864  The  mother  survived  him  and  resides  at 
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Mt.  Vernon.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  live 
children,  three  of  whom  have  passed  to  the  better 
land.  Ada,  now  Mrs.  Loomis,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  is 
teaching  in  the  primary  department  of  the  public 
school. 

Dr.  Holman  remained  with  his  parents  until  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  He  received  his  primary 
education  in  the  public,  schools  and,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  entered  Cornell  College,  remaining  there 
years.  He  enlisted  in  the  navy,  Feb.  14,  1805,  was 
mustered  in  at  Chicago,  remained  in  the  service 
four  years,  then  returned  home  and  attended  col- 
V  lege  until  the  following  spring,  and  then  took  a  trip 
to  Baxter  Springs,  Kan.,  where  he  remained  four 
months.  He  then  returned  home,  and  not  being 
vl  quite  satisfied  with  the  extent  of  his  education, 
resumed  his  collegiate  course,  and  diligently  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  during  the  winter. 

At  this  time  it  was  thought  best  to  institute  a 
thorough  change  in  his  life  and  habits,  and  he  be- 
51  came  apprenticed  to  the  blacksmith  business,  which 
he  followed  for  four  years.  His  health  had  now 
become  robust,  his  sinews  developed,  and  his  mind 
benefited  in  a  corresponding  degree.  He  then 
went  into  Cedar  County  and  assumed  the  duties  of 
a  pedagogue  near  Cedar  Bluffs,  pursuing  this  occu¬ 
pation  during  the  winter,  in  the  meantime  again 
turning  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine.  He 
read  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Batdorf  in 
1870,  at  Mechanicsville,  Cedar  County,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  study  until  1876,  when  he  graduated, 
receiving  his  diploma  from  the  medical  department 
of  the  Iowa  University  at  Iowa  City.  Fie  com¬ 
menced  to  practice  in  1873,  his  first  location  being 
at  Palo,  Linn  County,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has 
diligently  pursued  his  profession  since  that  time. 
He  became  associated  with  his  present  partner,  Dr. 
McCorkle,  in  1885,  and  their  office  is  pleasantly 
and  conveniently  located  at  No.  9  North  Third 
street. 

Oct.  14,  1874,  Dr.  W.  J.  Holman  and  Miss 
Laura  A.  McCorkle  were  united  in  marriage.  This 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  B.  McCorkle,  Esq.,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Iowa  about  1845.  Of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman  have  been  born  two 
children — Georgie  M.  and  Edgar  W.  The  family 
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residence,  located  at  294  First  avenue,  is  a  pleasant 
one  and  bears  evidence  of  the  refined  taste  and 
habits  of  its  inmates.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Corkle,  now  deceased,  was  reared  in  the  Quaker 
community,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  In  this  church 
the  father  was  also  a  prominent  member  and  official, 
occupying  the  position  of  Class-Leader  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  and  to  this  organization  he  contrib¬ 
uted  liberally  and  cheerfully. 

Dr.  Holman  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  successful  in 
his  practice,  and  has  accumulated  a  fine  property. 
He  is  considerably  interested  in  Dakota  lands  and 
has  a  large  tract  under  improvement  near  Huron. 
On  the  Boulevard  running  from  this  city  to  Mar¬ 
ion,  he  owns  one  and  one-half  acres.  Politically 
he  is  a  conscientious  Republican,  and  in  earlier 
days  was  an  incumbent  of  the  office  of  Assessor  in 
Palo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  of  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society.  He  also  holds  a  certificate 
of  membership  in  the  Iowa  Union  Medical  Society, 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Medical  Society,  and  is  one  of 
the  medical  staff  of  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  Mrs.  Holman  is 
connected  in  membership. 
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R.  W.  H.  FRENCH.  Prominent  among 
"  the  professional  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
one  who,  through  hard  mental  as  well  as 
physical  labor,  has  succeeded  in  life,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  Broome  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  9, 
1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Franklin  and  Phoebe  (Lam- 
areaux)  French.  The  father  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  in  1804,  and  the  mother  in  New  York.  They 
had  four  children :  Henry,  a  resident  of  Thorn¬ 
burg,  Keokuk  County,  this  State,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation  ;  John,  a  photographer,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ;  W.  H.,  our  subject,  and  Charles  H.,  engaged 
in  the  drug  business  at  Cedar  Rapids. 

From  a  genealogy  of  the  French  family,  written 
in  1873,  we  find  “that  two  brothers  by  the  name 
of  French  emigrated  from  England  to  the  British 
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colonies  of  North  America,  one  settling  at  Dun¬ 
stable,  N.  H.,  and  the  other  in  Connecticut.  The 
brother  who  settled  in  New  Hampshire  had  a  son 
named  Sampson  French,  born  in  1717,”  and  from 
this  son  the  French  family  of  whom  we  write  is 
descended.  Sampson  had  a  son,  also  named  Samp¬ 
son,  born  Sept.  15,  1742,  at  Dunstable,  N.  H.  lie 
u.is  bound  out,  and,  not  liking  his  place,  ran  away, 
and  became  a  soldier  in  the  old  French  War,  join¬ 
ing  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  served 
four  years.  lie  married  Susan  Root,  and  they  had 
four  sons  and  six  daughters — Josiah,  Thomas,  Ira, 
C  lenient,  Sarah,  Clarissa,  Submit,  Luc}%  Lewis  and 
Charlotte.  Sampson  died  in  January,  1834,  aged 
ninety-two  years;  his  wife  died  in  1829,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven.  I  he  son,  Clement,  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1783,  at  Southwick,  Hampden  Co.,  Mass. 
He  married  the  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  Hawks,  and  the  first  son  born  to  them 
was  Franklin,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice. 

Franklin  French  had  four  brothers— Ira,  Robert, 
Ebenezer  and  Solphronius  H.  The  father,  Clement, 
died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
his  wife  departed  this  life  Nov.  1,  1864,  aged 
seventy-eight.  Clement  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  strong  temper¬ 
ance  man,  and  belonged  to  numerous  benevolent 
and  chai itable  institutions.  Franklin  French  was 
mairied,  March  20,  1834,  to  Miss  Phoebe  Lamar - 
eaux.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcojial  Church,  and  were  respected 
and  loved  by  all  who  knew  them.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  moved  from  the  Mohawk 


to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  It 


was  in  the 


River 

hutei  place  that_  Franklin  was  engaged  in  lum¬ 
bering  and  farming,  shipping  his  lumber  down  the 
Susquehanna  to  Harrisburg  and  Columbia.  He 
continued  to  reside  at  Binghamton  until,  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  May,  .1884;  his  good  wife  sur¬ 
vives,  and  is  still  a  resident  of  Binghamton. 

I  he  subject  of  this  notice  lived  at  home  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  forth  in 
the  world  to  fight  the  battle  of  life  single-handed 
and  alone.  Engaging  to  work  on  a  farm,  he  re¬ 
mained  for  four  years,  atttending  school  winters  at 
the  seminary  at  Bingliampton,  and  paying  for  his 


board  by  doing  chores.  He  then  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  clerk  in  a  clothing  store  until  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  II,  89th  N.  Y.  c 
Yol.  Inf.,  but  was  soon  promoted  Orderly  Sergeant,  § 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  1863.  He  was 
in  Burnside’s  expedition,  and  participated  in  num¬ 
erous  battles,  prominent  among  which  were  South 
Mountain,  Fredcricksburg  and  Antietain.  He  was 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg  in  the  ankle,  which  in¬ 
capacitated  him  for  duty,  and  he  returned  to  his 
home  at  Binghamton.  Remaining  there  one  year 
he  went  to  Newark,  Kendall  Co.,  Ill.,  and  there 
taught  school  one  year.  He  then,  after  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business  one  ' 
year,  embarked  in  the  drug  trade,  and  conducted 
the  same  until  18/3.  He  then  read  medicine,  was 
a  student  at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and 
admitted  to  practice  in  1874.  Hanging  out  his 
shingle  at  Newark,  Ill.,  he  continued  in  practice, 
meeting  with  success,  until  1878,  in  which  year  he 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  engaged  in  practice,  and, 
by  carefully  diagnosing  his  cases,  and  treating  his 
patients  with  that  skill  obtained  by  years  of  prac¬ 
tice  and  study,  has  established  a  good  and  paying' 
business. 

Dr.  French  was  married  to  Miss  Marie  Cook  in 
1864.  She  was  a  native  of  Long  Island,  and 
daughter  of  John  Cook,  and  of  her  union  with  our 
subject  two  children  were  born,  named  Fred  and 
Charles*  Mrs.  French  departed  this  life  in  1883. 

Dr.  French  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Union  and  State 
Medical  Society,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  pro¬ 
fessional  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


EN  .  DEWALT  S.  FOUSE,  editor  of  the  Lis¬ 
bon  Sun ,  was  born  in  Hopewell  Township, 
Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  15,1840.  His 
father,  llieobald  Fouse,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  State,  born  in  Blair  County,  and  his 
grandfather,  Nicholas  Fouse,  was  a  native  of  Zwei- 
bruchen,  Bavaria,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  blacksmith ing.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  1749,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  Theobald,  and  located  in  Maryland,  whence 


he  removed  to  Blair  County,  Pa.,  and  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  His  son,  Theobald,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  in 
early  life  became  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  He  was  a  youth  of  strong  religious  ten¬ 
dencies,  and  in  early  years  gave  evidence  of  the 
talent  which  afterward  distinguished  him.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and 
continued  in  the  ministry  of  this  church  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
ty-one  years.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Nancy 
Shoutz,  a  native  of  Huntingdon  County,  where  her 
death  occurred  in  1864,  in  the  sixty -first  year  of 
her  age.  To  their  union  were  born  fifteen  children, 
eleven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  the  twelfth  child 
of  his  parents’  family.  He  remained  at  home,  as¬ 
sisting  in  the- labors  on  the  farm,  and  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  select  school.  He  was  studi¬ 
ous  and  intelligent,  fond  of  his  books,  and  fitted 
himself  for  the  duties  of  a  teacher.  His  first  ex¬ 
perience  at  this  was  in  the  winter  of  1858-59,  and 
he  pursued  his  studies  at  the  same  time  whenever 
he  had  a  leisure  hour.  The  same  year  he  entered 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
wherein  he  pursued  his  studies  until  the  summer  of 
1861.  The  agitation  of  rebellion  and  secession  was 
having  its  effect  upon  the  }7oung  men  all  over  the 
land,  and  they  were  volunteering  by  thousands  to 
become  soldiers  in  the  service  of  their  country.  In 
common  with  others,  Mr.  Fouse  laid  aside  personal 
interests,  and  proffered  his  services  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  C, 
53d  Pa.  Vol.  Inf.,  remaining  with  his  regiment  un¬ 
til  October,  1864.  His  regiment  belonged  to  the 
3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  2d  Corps,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1864  became  a  part  of  the  4th  Brigade, 
1st  Division,  2d  Corps.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Allen’s  Farm  or  Peach  Or¬ 
chard,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern 
Hill,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  the  Wil¬ 
derness,  Spottsyl vania,  Cold  Harbor  and  Peters¬ 
burg.  He  was  remarkably  fortunate  during  the 
whole  campaign,  receiving  no  injury,  and  remained 
in  excellent  health  until  the  summer  of  1864,  when 
he  became  afflicted  with  malarial  troubles.  He  was 


mustered  in  as  Sergeant,  and  promoted  First  Lieu 
tenant  the  following  year.  He  was  Acting  Adju¬ 
tant  of  his  regiment  a  great  part  of  the  time,  and 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  his  brigade 
when  mustered  out.  He  served  faithfully  and  well  .1?-  ' 
until  his  final  and  honorable  discharge. 

After  his  services  had  terminated  as  a  soldier, 

Mr.  Fouse  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  entered 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  where 
he  graduated  in  May,  1867.  He  came  to  Iowa  and  [jpc=ji 
was  appointed  to  a  charge  near  Central  City,  where 
he  remained  until  1872.  He  then  came  to  Lisbon, 
and  took  charge  of  the  church  here,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  his  connection  with  it  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Fouse  became  editor  of  the  Sun  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1885,  and  has  conducted  the  paper  intelligent¬ 
ly  and  successfully.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor,  Franklin  Lodge  No.  48,  the  John 
A.  Buck  Post  No.  140,  G.  A.  R.,  and  politically  is 
a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Dewalt  S.  Fouse  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Geissinger 
were  married  Jan.  30,  1868.  Mrs.  F.  is  a  Penn¬ 
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sylvania  lad}7  and  a  native  of  Huntingdon  County. 

Four  children  have  come  to  bless  the  household 
circle,  named  as  follows:  David  II.,  Samuel  G.,  I 
John  D.  and  Mary  N.  Mr.  Fouse  is  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Lisbon,  and  is  prominent  in  the 
denomination  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  minister.  His 
natural  talent  and  fine  education  constitute  him  a 
valued  member  of  the  community,  in  which  his  in¬ 
fluence  is  exercised  on!}’  for  good. 


R.  WILLIAMS  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Williams  &  Hunting,  which  has  attained  a 
high  standing  in  the  business  circles  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids.  They  are  manufacturers  of  sash, 
doors,  blinds,  moldings,  brackets,  and  make  a  spec¬ 
ialty  of  stair  building  and  church  work.  They  are 
also  jobbers  of  plate  and  window  glass,  and  their 
planing-mill  and  factory  are  located  at  the  west  end 
of  B  avenue.  In  conducting  their  business  they 
have  established  not  only  a  profitable,  but  a  con- 
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stantlv  increasing  trade,  and  this  they  have  done 
by  their  straightforward  dealing  and  by  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  A  No.  1  work. 

E.  R.  Williams  is  a  native  of  Wales  and  was 
born  in  1837,  his  parents  being  Robert  and  Mary 
(Hughes)  \\  illiams,  natives  of  the  same  country. 
1'lie  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that  most  in¬ 
dependent  of  all  callings  during  his  life.  His  mar¬ 
riage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Richard,  a  resident  of 
Wales;  Ebenezer,  a  merchant  of  Oshkosh,  Wis. ; 
Dorothea,  also  living  in  Wales,  and  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  E.  R.  \\  illiams  attended  what  was 
called,  in  his  country,  a  British  school,  one  year, 
from  twelve  to  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  then  left 
|j  home  to  “  paddle  his  own  canoe,”  and,  coming  to 
the  United  States  with  his  brother,  Ebenezer,  en¬ 
gaged  in  working  on  a  farm  in  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
I  here  he  labored  for  two  years,  thence  moving  to 
"Hi  hi  Oshkosh,  4\  is.,  where  he  learned  the  sash,  door  and 
jj{  blind  business,  at  which  he  labored  until  1801. 

In  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  21st  Wis. 
Yol.  Inf.,  and  was  in  the  war  for  three  years  and 
one  month.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  At¬ 
lanta  and  Chattanooga,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  triumphant  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  having  received  an  hon¬ 
orable  discharge,  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
thence  to  Oshkosh,  and  engaged  in  the  sash,  door 
and  blind  manufactory,  which  he  continued  until 
1807.  He  then  disposed  of  his  business  in  that 
place,  and  coming  to  Hardin  County,  this  State, 
purchased  a  farm  of  120  acres.  He  lived  and  la¬ 
bored  on  this  place  for  seven  years,  and,  in  1874, 
on  moving  to  Cedar  Rapids,  engaged  in  working  at 
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his  trade  for  about  a  year.  He  then  started  the 
business  in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged,  and  in 
1882  Mr.  Hunting  bought  a  half  interest  in  the 
business,-  and  became  a  partner.  "I  ll ey  employ 
about  thirty  men,  on  an  average,  and  ship  their 
goods  throughout  different  portions  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Ed¬ 
wards,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  in  1805.  They  have 
a  foi,r  children — Mary,  Eveline,  Oral  and  Earle.  In 
!  politics  our  subject  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife,  together  with 
1  their  children,  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 


Church.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
also  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  His  residence  is  on  B 
avenue. 
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ICIIAR1)  J.  HARBERT  is  one  of  the  hon¬ 
ored  pioneers  of  Mt.  Vernon  and  a  native 
of  Hartford  County,  Md.,  born  Sept.  30, 
1800,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Lair)  Harbert.  lie  was  but  seven  months  ~ 
old  when  his  father  died.  1 1  is  mother  was  soon 
afterward  married  to  Charles  White,  and  a  few 
years  later  moved  to  Ohio,  and  lived  in  Adams 
County  two  years.  Thence  they  removed  to 
Highland  County,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
grew  to  manhood. 

Richard  J.  Harbert  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  Indiana  and  worked  out  by  the  day  and  month  | 
until  1844,  when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
came  into  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  He  first  located 
in  Dubuque,  and  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  for 
two  years,  then  came  into  Linn  County  and  settled 
on  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  Mt.  Vernon. 
He  was  still  occupied  at  his  trade,  and  in  1847  as¬ 
sisted  in  laying  out  the  village  and  in  building 
many  of  the  first  houses  erected  there  and  in  the 
surrounding  country. 

When  the  notes  of  war  began  to  sound  through¬ 
out  the  land  Mr.  Harbert  laid  aside  his  personal 
plans  and  interests  and  became  a  soldier  of  the 
Union.  He  enlisted  in  October,  1862,  in  Co.  A, 
37th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  performed  his  duties  as  a 
soldier  bravely  and  faithfully,  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge,  and  after  his  return  resumed  his 
trade. 

Richard  J.  Harbert  and  Miss  Mary  Anne  Zum- 
walt  were  married  Dec.  10,  1829.  Mrs  H.  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Harrison  County,  Ivy.,  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  as  follows:  Martha  A.  Simmons  lives  in  Ben-  * 
ton  County,  this  State;  Joseph  lives  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Territory ;  Letitia,  Mrs.  Blake,  is  a  resident  of 
Hendricks  County,  Ind. ;  Mary  A.  married  William 
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Residence  of  W. 5. Carpenter  .Sec.  34., Spring  GroveTownship. 
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Camp,  who  was  a  soldier  in  Co.  F,  24th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  and  died  in  1867 ;  Mrs.  C.  makes  her  home 
with  her  parents;  Huldah,  Mrs.  Rundell,  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Mt.  Vernon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harbert  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  are  highly  respected  in  the  com¬ 
munity  which  has  known  them  so  well  and  so  long. 

*— — ■ * 

>  I LSON  S.  CARPENTER,  the  proprietor  of 
\iJll  acres  fine  farming  land  on  sections 
34  and  35,  Spring  Grove  Township,  is  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  Ilawkeye  State. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1839,  and  the  son  of  Richard  and  Hannah  (Mc- 
Murray)  Carpenter,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  respectively.  Richard  Carpenter  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  was  born  Oct.  21,  1800. 
He  died  Dec.  28,  1863,  after  having  emigrated  to 
the  State  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  Feb. 
13,  1812,  and  is  still  living.  The  parental  family 
included  ten  children,  as  follows;  George  M.,  Mary 
F.,  John  B.,  Wilson  S.,  Joseph  W.,  Cookson,  Sina, 
Emily,  James  W.  and  Harvey,  all  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing. 

The  subject  of  this  biograph}'  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  reached  the  years  of  manhood.  He 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
assisted  in  the  lighter  duties  of  the  farm.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  28,  1867,  to  Miss  Nancy  M.  Jordan. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born  Nov.  14,  1846,  in  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son,  Oval, 
who  was  born  April  10,  1870. 

Mr.  Carpenter  came  to  Spring  Grove  Township 
in  1865,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  at  $3.75 
per  acre,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  as  his 
means  permitted.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
he  laid  aside  his  plans  for  the  future  and  determined 
to  become  a  soldier  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  He  accordingly  enlisted,  July  8,  1862,  in 
Co.  A,  18th  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three  years,  or  dur¬ 
ing  the  war.  He  served  thirty-seven  months  with¬ 
out  receiving  a  wound,  and  participated  in  all  the 
skirmishes  and  regular  engagements  in  which  his 
regiment  took  part.  He  was  in  the  engagement  at 


Springfield,  Mo.,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1863,  at 
Saliua  River.  Ark.,  afterward,  and  thirty  other 
skirmishes  and  light  battles.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  July  20,  1865,  he  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  arrived  home  the 
following  month. 

Besides  his  general  farming  operations,  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn 
cattle.  The  chief  of  his  herd  is  “Lord  Barmpton.” 
He  has  a  fine  record  and  is  registered  in  the  Herd 
Book.  He  was  valued  at  $80  when  but  a  calf  and 
is  now  three  years  old. 

The  homestead  of  Mr.  Carpenter  comprises  one 
of  the  finest  farm  estates  in  Linn-  County,  and  we 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  view  of  it  in  this  vol¬ 
ume.  He  has  a  good  farm  dwelling,  substantial 
barns  and  outhouses,  and  is. continually  making  im¬ 
provements  and  adding  to  the  value  and  beauty  of 
the  farm.  The  family  are  well  known  and  highly 
respected,  and  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Church,  of  which  Mr.  C.  is  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  stanch 
friend  of  system  and  good  order,  and  is  rated  as 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  this  State. 

As  a  leading  and  representative  citizen  of  Linn 
County,  the  publishers  take  pleasure  in  giving,  in 
the  galaxy  of  portraits  shown  in  this  volume,  that 
of  Mr.  Carpenter. 

Q 

AMUEL  S.  JOHNSON.  Prominent  among 
names  of  the  enterprising  and  respected 
;and  pioneers  of  Linn  County  stands 
that  of  the  subject  of  the  following  notice. 
He  came  into  Linn  County  in  December,  1847,  and 
is  now  residing  on  section  32,  Rapids  Township, 
which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  thriving  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  The  following  June  after  his  arrival 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  entered  160  acres  of 
Government  land.  It  was  in  a  wild  and  unim¬ 
proved  state;  this,  however,  did  not  in  any  way  dis¬ 
courage  Mr.  Johnson,  but  he  energetically  set  about 
its  improvement  and  cultivation,  and  accomplished 
such  results  that  the  tract  under  his  supervision  has 
become  the  most  valuable  within  the  corporation. 
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He  has  changed  its  original  condition  somewhat  in 
other  respects,  as  all  excepting  forty  acres  has  been 
divided  into  town  lots,  and  many  of  them  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  owners  who  have  erected  upon  them 
comfortable  residences. 

To  Mr.  Johnson  great  credit  is  due  for  what  his 
energy,  industry  and  good  judgment  have  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  last  twenty  years.  Upon  his 
arrival  here  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  consisted  of 
300  inhabitants,  not  then  a  city  to  be  sure,  but  a 
hamlet  of  very  humble  pretensions,  lie  purchased 
the  first  lot  in  what  is  now  called  West  Cedar 
Rapids,  then  known  as  Kingston.  Upon  this  he 
erected  the  first  dwelling  in  that  vicinity,  which 
constituted  a  tenement  house  for  a  number  of  years 
and  which  he  afterward  sold  at  a  good  round  sum. 
His  career  has  been  eminently  successful,  worthy 
and  useful  to  the  community  in  which  he  has  so 


long  resided,  and  his  neighbors  and  old  friends 


unitedly  bear  testimony  to  his  sterling  worth,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  valuable  services  as  a  pioneer. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  born  July  8,  1820.  Ilis  father 
came  from  the  North  of  Ireland  when  he  was  quite 
a  young  man.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
and  they  located  in  the  county  which  afterward  be¬ 
came  the  birthplace  of  their  son,  and  there  termin¬ 
ated  their  lives.  The  name  of  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  Robert,  and  the  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Mary  Laramore.  The  latter  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  family  were  descend¬ 


ants  of  good  old  Scotch  ancestry.  They  followed 


the  peaceful  occupation  of  farming  all  their  lives, 
accumulated  a  moderate  amount  of  property,  and 
died  at  a  good  old  age.  The  death  of  the  father 
occurred  Oct.  15,  1855,  and  that  of  the  mother 
March  2,  1846.  The  former  was  seventy-six  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  the  latter  sixty- 
four  years  and  eight  months.  Robert  Johnson  was 
a  stanch  Democrat,  and  always  took  a  great  inter¬ 
est  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  community.  These  excellent  old 
people  were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 


tHHHHjr 

six  sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to 


the  age  of  maturity.  Four  of  the  sons  and  two 


daughters  are  still  surviving. 
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Our  subject  was  the  eleventh  child  of  his  father’s 
family,  lie  lived  at  home  until  he  attained  his  E 
majority,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the 


farm,  and  finally  learning  the  carpenter’s  trade,  3 


which  he  followed  in  his  native  State,  and  for  two  : 
years  after  coming  to  Iowa.  The  children  of  his 
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parents’  family  were  named  as  follows :  Elizabeth, 
Alex,  John,  James,  Robert,  Rosanna,  Margaret, 
William,  Mary,  Jane,  Samuel,  Rebecca  and  Agnes. 
The  eldest  son  is  yet  living,  and  is  seventy-two 
years  old. 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Johnson  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Shaf¬ 
fer  were  united  in  marriage  Oct.  19,  1843.  Mrs.  = 
Johnson  was  the  child  of  German  parents  but  of 
American  birth.  They  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania, 
located  in  Westmoreland  County,  and  there  term¬ 
inated  their  lives.  After  the  birth  of  one  child,  3 
Mrs.  Johnson  departed  this  life.  This  child,  C.  C., 
is  married  and  lives  in  Pawnee  City,  Neb.  Mrs. 
Johnson  died  in  March,  1847,  at  the  youthful  age 
of  twenty-two  years.  After  her  decease,  in  1850, 
Mr.  Johnson  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  in  Stephenson  County,  Ill.,  with  Miss 
Catherine  Gettemy,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Mary  (Ilood)  Gettemy.  Her  birth  occurred 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  July  18,  1828.  At  the 
time  of  this  daughter’s  birth  her  parents  were  re 


m 


siding  upon  a  farm  in  the  Keystone  State,  where 


they  reared  their  ten  children.  In  1838,  they  em¬ 
igrated  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  first  settling  there 
upon  unimproved  land,  and  six  years  later  removed 
from  this  homestead  into  Stephenson  County,  Ill., 
where  the  father  died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  The  mother  subsequently  removed  to  ■  1 
Monmouth,  Ill.,  and  died  there  in  June,  1882. 
The  present  Mrs.  Johnson  is  the  mother  of  two 
children — Alice  E.,  the  wife  of  R.  P.  Taylor,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  who  is  a  jeweler  by  occupation,  and 
James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  and 
four  months. 

After  the  occurence  of  this  second  marriage,  Mr. 
Johnson  sought  a  new  home  in  the  farther  West,  and 


started  out  via  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  thence  by  team  to  his  present  -j 
abode.  He  has  been  honored  with  all  the  impor¬ 
tant  offices  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  town¬ 


ship,  serving  as  Trustee  for  twelve  years,  and  Over- 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


seer  of  the  Poor  for  an  almost  equal  length  of  time. 
In  politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican, 
faithfully  upholding  the  interests  of  his  party,  which 
he  at  the  same  time  sincerely  Jbelieves  to  be  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  township,  county  and  State  at  large. 
He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 

A  portrait’^  of  Mr.  Johnson  is  shown  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  sketch. 


Z'ss==*1  STONE.  Many  of  the  old  settlers  Mho 
came  here  way  back  in  the  ’40’s  have  passed 
/  to  the  home  beyond  the  grave,  and  others 
who  are  now  passing  the  sunset  of  life  will  soon 
join  the  silent  majority  on  the  other  shore.  The 
major  portion  of  those  Mrho  came  here  at  an  early 
day  were  poor  in  pocket,  but  possessed  of  an  un¬ 
limited  amount  of  energy  and  perseverance,  and 
having  faith  in  the  future  development  of  the  country 
“stuck  it  out”  and  were  successful.  Among  the 
number  who  came  here  at  an  early  day  seeking  a 
home  for  self  and  family  is  the  subject  of  this  no¬ 
tice,  at  present  residing  on  section  29,  Brown  Town- 
ship.  He  came  to  the  county  in  1845,  since  that 
time  contributing  his  quota  toward  its  agricultural 
development,  and  has  lived  to  see  the  broad  uncul¬ 
tivated  prairies  “bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose.” 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Harvey  aud  Laura 
(Bowers)  Stone,  were  born  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  York  respectively.  After  marriage  they  set¬ 
tled  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  subsequently  re¬ 
moving  to  Genesee  County,  and  later  going  back  to 
Tompkins  County,  where  they  lived  until  1845. 
During  that  year  they  emigrated  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Brown  Township.  The 
father  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  and  on  coming 
to  this  State  worked  at  his  trade  in  connection  with 
farming.  The  parents  continued  to  reside  in  Brown 
Township  until  their  death,  hers  occurring  July  4, 
1847,  and  his  March  6,  1849.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  their  union — Almond,  Eliza,  Malinda,  Zeph- 
ania,  Joshua  D.,  Philemon  and  Martha.  Almond 
was  married  to  Celia  Langdon,  and  they  are  living- 
in  Monona  County,  this  State;  Eliza  became  the 
wife  of  Asa  G.  White,  and  departed  this  life  in  Re¬ 


public  County,  Kan. ;  Melinda  died  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  Sept.  G,  184G;  Joshua  D.  uras  married  to  Susan 
Gardner,  who  died  in  Brown  Township,  and  he  was 
again  married,  Emily  Minot  becoming  his  wife;  she 
died  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  Joshua  formed  a  third 
matrimonial  alliance,  Miss  Fannie  Peck  being  the 
other  contracting  party ;  they  are  living  in  Maine 


Township;  Philemon  married  Louisa  Caster,  and 
departed  this  life  at  Tama  City,  Iowa,  June  2,  1886  ; 

tps 


II 

If 


I 


•  *- 


Martha  is  the  life  companion  of  Ali  Andrews,  and 
they  are  living  at  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  first  san'  light  in  Gen¬ 
esee  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  16,  1820.  His  early  life 
nras  spent  chiefly'  on  a  farm,  and  he  continued  to 
reside  in  York  State  until  1845,  in  M’liich  year  he 
came  to  this  count}',  and  purchased  280  acres  of 
land  on  section  22,  Brown  Township.  Locating  on 
this  tract,  he  folloured  farming  there  until  the  spring 
of  1852,  when  he  sold  his  place  and  moved  to  his 
present  home  on  section  29.  He  is  the  onmer  of  310 
acres,  120  of  M-hicli  are  under  an  advanced  state  of 
cultivation.  His  place  is  a  good  one  and  supplied 
until  all  modern  appurtenances  and  hereditaments, 
including  a  good  house  and  barn.  In  1863  our 
subject  erected  a  fiouring-mill,  u-hich  was  located 
on  section  29,  and  which  he  operated  until  1879, 
M’hen  his  dam  was  destroyed  by  a  freshet,  and  as 
there  was  but  little  to  be  done  in  the  milling  busi¬ 
ness  at  that  time,  he  tore  the  mill  down.  Prior  to 
this,  in  1856,  he  had  erected  on  the  same  site  a  mill 
M’hich  uras  called  a  “make-shift,”  M-hicli  lie  carried 
on  until  the  erection  of  his  neur  mill  in  1863.  At 
this  writing  he  is  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
stock-raising,  and  this,  too,  in  addition  to  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  his  land.  He  keeps  about  eighty  head 
of  cattle,  nine  head  of  horses,  and  fattens  about  100 
head  of  hogs  annually. 

Mr.  Stone  is  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  this 
county,  and  is  liberal-minded,  straightforward  and 
reliable  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men.  He  is 
self-made  in  every  respect  the  word  implies  and 
u  hat  he  has  of  this  world’s  goods,  and  it  is  a  goodly 
portion,  he  has  accumulated  through  his  own  en¬ 
ergy  and  perseverance,  coupled  with  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  his  good  wife.  Hand  in  hand  they 
have  labored  through  the  years  that  have  passed 
and  gone,  and  both  have  done  their  share  in  acquir- 
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ingthe  competency  they  possess,  and  in  administer¬ 
ing  to  the  prosperity  and  education  of  their  chil¬ 
dren.  On  the  occasion  of  the  fortieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  their  marriage  our  subject  was  presented  by 
his  old  friends  and  neighbors  with  a  valuable  cane, 
as  a  memento  of  their  esteem,  and  his  good  wife 
was  also  substantially  remembered  by  her  loving- 
husband  and  kind  friends  and  neighbors. 

Mr.  Stone  was  married  in  Chemung  County,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.  3,  1844,  to  Maria,  daughter  of  Anson  and 
Mandane  (Smith)  Jones.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  New  York,  whence  they  emigrated  to  this  county, 
settling  in  Brown  Township,  where  the}-  continued 
to  reside  until  their  death,  his  occurring  Dec.  1 
1875,  and  hers  Sept.  25,  1883.  Six  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  of  whom  Mrs.  Stone  of  this 
sketch  was  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in  Chemun°- 
County,  N.  \ .,  March  1  1,  1825.  and  has  borne  our 
subject  seven  children — Lester,  Ella,  Emma,  Lemon, 
Eugene  M.,  Maggie  A.  and  Homer;  the  latter  died 
in  infancy.  Lester  married  Emily  Brockman,  and 
they  are  living  in  Republic  County,  Kan. ;  Ella  is 
the  wife  of  J.  V.  Bishop,  and  they  are  living  in 
Springville;  Emma  married  Mark  Tabasinsky,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Cass  County,  this  State; 
Lemon  married  Cora  Oxley,  and  they  reside  in 
Brown  Township ;  Eugene  and  Maggie  are  at  home 
Mr.  Stone  has  held  many  of  the  minor  oflices  of  the 
township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  and  in  politics  a  Democrat. 
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R.  F.  H.  CUTLER,  one  of  the  prominent 
physicians  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of 
Plainfield,  Will  Co.,  Ill.,  and  was  born 
June  25,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Har¬ 
vey  and  Carrie  M.  (Sheets)  Cutler,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Cutler,  Sr.,  was  a  graduate  of 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  in  1849,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  his  profession  through  life,  his  decease  oc¬ 
curring  in  185(1.  His  wife  survived  him  ten  years, 
and  died  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Our  subject  was  the 
only  child,  and  spent  his  younger  days  mostly  in 
school.  I le was  studious  and  ambitious,  and  after 
completing  his  primary  studies,  graduated  at  the 
Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  in  1877. 


He  then  commenced  reading  medicine  with  Dr. 
Skinner  of  Cedar  Rapids,  afterward  taking  a  course 
at  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  the  class  of  ’82,  and  commenced 
practice  at  Western,  this  county,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

Dr.  Cutler  was  married,  in  1885,  to  Miss  Emma 
A.,  daughter  of  James  Ross,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  who  : 
is  engaged  in  real  estate  business.  Of  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  daughter — Alma  A.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home  at  No.  156  Fourth  avenue, 
and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  the  best  people  of  the  : 
city.  They  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  the  Doctor 

1 

has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  for 
two  years.  He  is  a  highly  respected  member  of 
the  profession  in  this  locality.  He  belongs  to  the 
Union  Medical  Society  and  the  Cedar  Rapids  Med¬ 
ical  Society.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  takes  an 

•  •  •  Kj 

intelligent  interest  in  public  matters,  and  in  all  re¬ 
spects  is  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  a  good  citizen. 


AJ.  JOHN  T.  SMITH,  M.  D.  The  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  came  into  Linn  County  in  1853, 
and  is  now  residing  in  College  Township 
on  section  13.  He  is  a  well-known  and  prominent 
citizen,  and  for  the  space  of  thirty  years  has  iden¬ 
tified  himself  with  the  interests  of  this  community. 
He  is  a  native  of  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
born  May  5,  1835.  His  father,  Isaac  Smith,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  pursued  the  peaceful  occupa¬ 
tion  of  agriculture.  He  was  married  at  Athens, 
that  State,  to  Miss  Sarah  Thomas,  a  Virginia  lady, 
born  and  reared  in  Tyler  County.  After  their 
marriage  and  the  birth  of  four  children,  they  de¬ 
termined  to  seek  a  home  further  west,  and,  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Indiana,  located  upon  a  tract  of  land 
which  the  father  improved  and  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  This  tract  embraced  a  half 
section,  and  upon  it  they  remained  until  after  the 
birth  of  eight  more  children,  when  they  removed 
and  emigrated  to  the  Hawkeye  State.  This  was  in 
1 853,  and  before  Linn  County  was  extensively  set¬ 
tled.  Here  they  lived  and  labored,  establishing  for 
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themselves  and  their  children  a  comfortable  home, 
and,  at  a  ripe  old  age,  passed  away  in  peace,  the 
mother  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  the  father  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  educated  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  resided  with  his  parents.  He  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  at  the  State  University,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  afterward  took  a  course  of  med¬ 
ical  lectures,  preparatory  to  becoming  a  physician. 
He  also  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  and  established  his  first  practice  in  that 
city.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  after 
the  call  was  made  for  300,000  troops,  he  laid  aside 
his  personal  plans  and  ambitions,  and  enlisted  as  a 
hospital  steward,  Sept.  20,  18G1,  in  the  55th  Illi¬ 
nois  Infantry.  The  following  April  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  post  of  Assistant  Surgeon,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Sherman,  filling  this  position  for 
two  years  with  great  credit,  and  soon  afterward  be¬ 
came  Army  Surgeon  with  the  rank  of  Major.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  the  title 
of  Major  in  the  regular  army  was  conferred  upon 
him,  and  he  was  assigned  a  position  in  the  hospital 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  remained  there  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
Aug.  2,  1865.  He  participated  in  sixteen  hard- 
fought  battles,  the  most  memorable  being  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  and  later  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Mission  Ridge.  Amid  all  those 
scenes  of  suffering  and  bloodshed  he  performed 
his  painful  duties  valiantly,  and  remained  firm 
amid  scenes  calculated  to  chill  the  bravest  heart. 
He  was  Surgeon  of  the  brigade  that  planted  pon¬ 
toon  bridges  almost  under  the  feet  of  the  enemy  at 
Mission  Ridge,  where  they  crossed  and  captured 
the  rebels.  This  was  one  of  the  most  daring  feats 
of  the  war;  the  Union  troops  were  commanded  by 
Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith,  and  our  subject  stood  by  the 
side  of  this  General  when  he  was  wounded  by  a 
gunshot,  and  at  once  removed  the  bullet  from  his 
back.  Maj.  Smith;  through  all  these  sixteen  en¬ 
gagements,  was  neither  wounded- nor  captured,  al¬ 
though  he  experienced  many  narrow  escapes. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  and  after  his  discharge 
from  the  army,  Maj.  Smith  came  to  Linn  Town¬ 
ship  and  took  up  a  permanent  residence  upon  the 
homestead  where  he  now  lives,  and  which  he  had 


HcmnxixxuuinmnxtuimiPg 


itaEUlm: 


j  Irninmxnmin  n  tx  i  tirxj 


owned  previous  to  entering  upon  his  military 
career.  It  embraces  120  acres,  forty  of  which  are 
valuable  timber,  and  the  halance  highly  improved 
and  cultivated.  Becoming  deeply  interested  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  he  abandoned  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  attending  strictly  to  the 
duties  of  the  farm,  and  becoming  highly  successful 
in  his  undertakings.  The  tract  which  he  owns  was 
naturally  very  productive,  and  he  has  so  ^improved 
upon  its  first  condition,  that  his  grains  and  fruits 
are  the  finest  in  quality  of  any  produced  in  that 
section.  He  is  orderly  and  systematic  in  all  his 
transactions,  and  the  result  is  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  homesteads  in  the  county,  the  abode 
of  ease  and  plentjr. 

Maj.  Smith  sought  for  his  bride  an  Eastern  lady, 
Miss  Anna  R.  Field,  who  was  born  in  Newport,  N. 
H.,  Dec.  18,  1835.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  has 
been  born  one  child,  Ralph  F.,  Aug.  18,  1871. 
They  are  members  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
in  politics  he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican 
and  a  Prohibitionist. 


111 

1:1 


<Vf)  AY  J.  SMYTH,  President  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Marion,  was  born  in  that 
city  July  2,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  the 
late  Hon.  William  and  Mary  (Brier)  Smyth. 
Jay  J.  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Marion 
and  at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Marion  as  clerk,  and  has  ascended  the  lad¬ 
der  of  responsibility  in  that  establishment  until  he 
now  stands  upon  the  topmost  round.  He  began  at 
the  bottom  and  has  held  the  position  of  book¬ 
keeper,  Assistant  Cashier,  Cashier,  and  is  now  Pres¬ 
ident.  He  was  chosen  Assistant  Cashier,  the  first 
to  hold  that  position,  Jan.  14,  1880.  Feb.  22,  1881, 
he  was  chosen  Cashier,  and  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1885,  he  was  elected  President,  which  position  he 
holds  at  this  writing.  Mr.  Smyth  is  also  a  Director 
of  the  Merchant’s  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids; 
President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Linseed  Oil  Com¬ 
pany;  Director  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Linseed  Oil 
Paint  Company,  and  Director  of  the  Eagle  Woolen- 
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Mills.  lie  owns  a  controlling  interest  in  and  is  Vice 
President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stockton, 
Kan. 

Mr.  Smyth  was  married  at  Marion,  Iowa,  June  19, 

1876,  to  Miss  M.  Ella  Woods,  daughter  of  George 
F.  and  A.  A.  Woods.  She  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  has  borne  our  subject  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living:  Jay  J.,  Jr.,  born  April  30, 

1877,  died  December  19  of  the  same  year;  William, 
who  was  born  Oct.  5,  1879;  Fred  Hath  way,  born 
Oct.  15,  1885,  and  one  unnamed.  The  children 
were  all  born  at  Marion.  Mrs.  Smyth  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Smyth 
is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  taken  any  active  part 
in  politics,  his  tastes  rather  leading  him  in  the  chan¬ 
nels  of  business  than  in  the  direction  of  public  office, 
lie  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  a  member  of 
De  Molay  Lodge  No.  383,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Marion ; 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  and  of  Patmos  Com- 
mandery  No.  27,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Mariola  Lodge  No.  8,  Iv.  of  P.  Mr.  Smyth  is  one 
of  those  live  enterprising  business  men  of  Linn 
County,  whose  entire  time  is  wrapt  up  in  attention 
to  his  own  affairs.  He  has  made  a  success  in  his 
business  interests,  and  has  accumulated  a  goodly 
fortune  for  a  man  of  his  years.  lie  stands  high  in 
the  estimation  of  his  fellow-men,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Linn  County. 


^  AMES  M.  WALKER.  This  gentleman  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  among  the  rug¬ 
ged  hills  of  New  England,  having  been  born 
in  the  town  of  Windham,  Cumberland  Co., 
Me.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  April  14,  1837. 
His  father  was  Samuel  Walker,  a  native  of  the  same 
town  as  his  son,  as  was  also  his  grandfather,  Robert 
Walker.  The  Walkers  are  an  old  and  noted  family 
and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Windham. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  accumulated  large 
property,  being  the  owner  of  a  farm  and  sawmill 
and  extensive  lumber  business.  He  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  his  native  State,  and  his  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  county  of  his  birth. 


reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  sire,  spent  his  life  within  the  limits 
of  his  native  county.  This  life,  however,  was  a 
very  brief  one,  for  he  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  in  October,  1837,  a  few  months  after  the 
birth  of  his  son,  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  When 
finite  young  he  had  been  united  in  marriage,  and 
by  this  marriage  his  wife  became  the  mother  of  two 
children.  When  her  youngest  child,  James,  was  a 
lad  of  thirteen  years,  he  was  bereft  of  a  mother’s 
care  and  affection.  He  then  went  to  live  with 
Abraham  Cloudmen,  in  Windham,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  two  years.  In  the  meantime  the  home¬ 
stead  had  been  sold,  but  he  returned  to  it  and 
remained  a  year  with  its  purchaser.  After  this  he 
engaged  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in 
Turner,  Androscoggin  County,  which  trade  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  three  years  in  his  native  State.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  his  condition  nor  the  outlook 
for  the  future  in  the  New  England  country,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West.  He  pro- 
ceeded  first  to  Illinois  and  stopped  at  what  was  then 
Lane’s  Station,  but  is  now  Rochelle.  There  he 
opened  a  shop  and  secured  custom  work,  at  which 
he  was  employed  until  1864.  fi'he  war  had  then 
been  in  progress  for  some  time,  and  as  there  was 
still  call  for  additional  troops,  he  resolved  to  lay 
aside  his  personal  interests  and  assist  in  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Union.  He  accordingly  enlisted  in 
.May  of  that  year  in  Co.  FI,  140th  Ill.  Vol.  Inf., 
serving  until  October  of  the  same  year.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  returned  to 
Rochelle,  where  he  remained  two  months.  He  then 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  came  into  Linn  Count}',  and 
determined  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
rented  land  for  two  years,  but  not  being  quite  sat¬ 
isfied  with  his  experience  in  this  line,  returned  to 
his  trade  and  also  the  additional  occupation  of  har¬ 
ness-making.  He  was  thus  occupied  for  eight  years, 
when  he  determined  to  try  farming  again,  and  with 
the  means  he  had  accumulated  he  purchased  the 
place  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  and  which 
lies  on  section  15,  of  Maine  Township.  He  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  his  farming  operations,  and  has  remained 
thus  occupied  since  that  time. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Wallker  had  assumed  do. 


1855  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Jones,  a  native 
of  his  own  New  England,  born  in  Turner,  Andros¬ 
coggin  Co.,  Me.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children:  Carrie  is  the  wife  of  George  Bruner, 
and  lives  in  Bowlder  Township,  this  county.  The 
remaining  children  are:  George  W.,  Fay  and  Vio¬ 
letta,  who  are  living  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  prominent  and  active 
members  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
Walker  is  Republican  in  politics.  Ilis  good  judg¬ 
ment  and  intelligence  have  been  duly  recognized 
by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  they  have  assigned  to 
him  public  duties.  He  has  served  as  Township 
Clerk,  and  his  opinion  is  solicited  upon  the  leading 
questions  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
He  fulfills  all  the  obligations  of  an  honest  man  and 
a  good  citizen,  and  as  such  is  held  in  due  respect  by 
his  neighbors  and  acquaintances. 


AMES  E.  BROMWELL,  Sr.,  retired  from 
the  active  labors  of  a  farm  life  and  living  at 
Marion,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Linn 
County  of  1839,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  county  almost  continuously  since 
locating  here.  He  was  born  in  Talbot  County,  Md., 
April  30,  1818,  his  parents  being  Jacob  S.  and 
Elizabeth  (McDonald)  Bromwell,  natives  of  Mary¬ 
land.  The  father  was  of  English  and  the  mother  of 
Scotch  descent. 

James  E.  Bromwell  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State.  It  was  at  lias  ton,  Talbot  County,  that 
he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  there  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  at  the  same  until  the  year  1838. 
He  then  left  his  home  and  native  State  for  the  un¬ 
developed  West,  with  the  view  of  bettering  his 
financial  condition.  Going  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  in  the 
spring  of  1838,  he  there  worked  at  his  trade  until 
October,  1839,  when  he  pushed  on  farther  west,  ter¬ 
minating  his  journey  in  this  county.  Locating  at 
Marion,  he  helped  to  erect  the  first  building  in  that 
now  thriving  little  city,  and  continued  to  live  there 
and  work  at  his  trade  for  about  five  years.  As  soon 
as  the  Government  land  was  surveyed,  he  entered 
a  tract  located  on  what  is  now  section  8,  Marion 


Township,  and  at  once  began  its  improvement  and 
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cultivation. 

Mr.  Bromwell  was  married  in  this  county  to  Miss 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Gray,  Aug.  2G, 
1841.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  of  their 
union  three  sons  and  a  daughter  were  born.  The 
eldest  son,  William  IL,  enlisted  on  the  first  call  for 
troops  in  the  late  Civil  War,  as  a  private  of  Co.  K, 
9th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  enlistment  he  re-enlisted,  or  rather  veteranized, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Whiteneck,  and  at  present  is 
a  farmer  in  Nebraska.  Caroline  was  born  in  Mar¬ 
ion  Township,  this  county,  and  is  the  wife  of  Mur¬ 
ray  W.  Kepler,  also  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Leon¬ 
idas  IL  was  born  in  Linn  County,  married  Alice 
Lathrop,  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  lives  in 
Gage  County,  Neb.;  Thomas  married  Ella  Bai¬ 
ley,  and  they  are  living  in  Marion. 

Mr.  Bromwell  located  on  his  land  in  Marion 
Township  in  the  spring  of  1844,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  thus  continued  until 
April,  1880,  when  he  retired  and  moved  to  Marion. 
His  good  wife  died,  and  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  Bonnell.  She  was 
born  in  Shamokin,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug. 
14,  1831.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  her 
mother  in  Pennsylvania;  they  were  of  English  and 
German  descent  respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brom¬ 
well  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  a  son  and 
daughter.  The  son,  James  E.,  was  born  in  Marion 
Township,  Jan.  31,  1858,  and  is  at  present  Deputy 
Auditor  of  this  county;  he  is  a  classical  graduate 
of  Cornell  College,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
a  member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias. 
The  daughter,  Addie  B.,  was  born  in  Marion  Town¬ 
ship,  April  28,  18G3,  and  is  living  with  her  par¬ 
ents. 

Mr.  Bromwell  is  the  present  Overseer  of  the  Poor 
for  Marion  City.  He  has  served  fourteen  years  as 
Trustee  of  Marion  Township,  and  has  held  many  of 
the  minor  offices.  In  all  the  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  in  which  he  has  been  placed  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  with  fidelity  as  well  as  com¬ 
petency.  He  and  his  good  wife  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  early  life,  and  have 
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maintained  their  connection  with  that  denomina¬ 
tion  continuously  since,  their  children  belonging  to 
the  same  church.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  oldest 
Masons  in  the  county,  and  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  G, 
of  Marion.  lie  is  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
Linn  County,  and  has  been  a  resident  here  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  of  forty-seven  years.  He  has  lived  an 
honorable,  upright  and  useful  life,  and  uporf  his 
past  record  none  can  point  to  a  single  blot,  and  at 
present  he  is  living  in  quiet  retirement  at  Marion. 


LILLI  AM  J.  JACKSON,  living  at'Spring- 
ville,  in  this  county,  is  one  of  the  reliable 
business  men  of  that  place  and'engaged  in 
working  at  the  trade  which  he  has  followed  the 
major  portion  of  his  life,  that  of  blacksmithing. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and  Laura 
A.  (Balch)  Jackson,  and  were  born  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  They  were  married  in  that  State  and  there 
lived  until  their  death.  The  father  was  also  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  followed  the  same  in  his 
native  State,  at  Keene  and  Troy,  and  became  the 
head  of  a  family  of  seven  children  who  were  named, 
David,  Harriet,  Charles,  William  J.,  Eliza,  Sarah 
and  George. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Keene, 
N.  IE,  Sept.  22,  1834.  He  lived  at  home  until  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Warwick, 
Mass.,  and  there  apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the 
cabinet  trade.  Continuing  to  work  as  an  apprentice 
for  four  years  he  returned  to  New  Hampshire,  and 
hired  out  for  three  years  at  Troy  to  learn  the  black¬ 
smith  trade.  At  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
he  worked  at  the  trade  for  a  few  months  at  that 
place,  and  then,  hoping  to  better  his  financial  con¬ 
dition  in  life  in  the  new  country  west  of  the  Father 
of  A\  aters,  he  came  to  Iowa,  reaching  here  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1855.  He  located  at  Bowen’s  Prairie,  Jones 
County,  and  there  lived  until  the  following  March, 
when  he  removed  to  Central  City,  this  county,  and 
erected  the  first  building  in  the  place,  which  was  a 
blacksmith-shop.  He  lived  there  three  years  and 
then  returned  to  New  Hampshire,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1865. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Jackson  was  engaged  in 
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working  at  his  trade,  and  in  April  of  that  year  he 
came  back  to  Central  City  and  the  following  June 
located  at  Springville  where  he  established  himself 
in  his  present  business.  He  erected  a  first-class 
shop,  and  has  built  up  a  good  trade  by  square  and 
honest  dealing  and  turning  out  A  No.  1  work.  For 
a  short  time  since  locating  at  Springville  he  was 
out  of  business  and  during  that  time  went  to  Kan¬ 
sas  and  from  there  back  to  his  native  State,  intend¬ 
ing  to  make  the  latter  his  permanent  home.  'West¬ 
ern  life,  however,  suited  him  best,  and  six  wreeks’ 
absence  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  him,  and  returning 
west  he  again  engaged  in  his  business  at  Springville. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  married  at  Troy, 
N.  II.,  Feb.  12,  1859,  to  Miss  Harriet  Haskell, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ruth  (White)  Haskell,  na¬ 
tives  of  New  Hampshire.  They  had  a  family  of  eight 
children  and  Mrs.  Jackson  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth.  She  was  born  in  Marlboro,  N.  IE,  and 
has  borne  our  subject  six  children — Warren  A., 
Julia  C.,  Clarissa,  Walter,  Mary  and  Ella.  Clarissa 
and  Walter  are  deceased ;  Warren  is  married  and  is 
a  resident  of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa.  The  remain¬ 
ing  children  are  living  at  home.  In  politics  Mr. 
Jackson  is  a  Democrat,  and  seldom  fails  to  vote  for 
that  party  when  opportunity  affords. 


li 


lYRON  M.  HOPPER,  druggist  and  Post¬ 
master  at  Springville,  is  the  only  issue  of 
Edward  and  Susan  (Gaston)  Hopper,  natives 
of  York  State.  They  were  married  there 
and  settled  in  Allegany  County,  where  the  father 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  where  the 
old  folk  continued  to  live  until  their  death. 

Byron  M.  Hopper  was  born  in  Allegany  Coun¬ 
ty i  N.  \  .,  June  12,  184G.  His  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  common  schools  and  supplemented 
by  a  course  in  the  Genesee  Valley  Seminary  in  that 
county.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  laboring  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  also  in  clerking  for  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  majority. 
Continuing  to  reside  in  Allegany  County,  occu¬ 
pied  as  stated,  until  he  became  his  own  man,  he 
then  went  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  in  the  neigh- 
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borhood  of  that  place  engaged  to  work  on  a 
farm,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  about  a  year. 
Next  we  hear  of  him  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  where  he 
is  working  for  a  nursery  firm  and  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Then,  return¬ 
ing  to  Allegany  County,  N.  Y„  he  labored  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned, 
remaining  in  his  native  county,  working  at  his 
trade,  from  1870  to  1875;  he  then  came  to  this 
county,  and  for  two  years  found  plenty  of  work  at 
his  trade. 

In  January,  1878,  Mr.  Hopper  moved  to  Spring- 
ville,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  which 
he  has  continued  until  the  present  time  with  grati- 
fying  success.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in 
-  September,  1885,  and  yet  holds  that  office. 

Mr.  Hopper  was  married  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  March 
15,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  S.  Dutton,  who  lias  borne 
him  one  child,  Clair  D.  They  occupy  a  pleasant 
home  and  are  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Hopper  has  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
Springville,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
City  Council.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  held  that  office  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  held  the  office  of  Mayor  one  year, 
and  was  also  School  Director  for  five  years.  So¬ 
cially  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity.  He  is  greatly  respected  by  the  citizens  of 
his  village  for  his  straightforward  business  methods 
and  excellent  personal  traits  of  character.  In  pol¬ 
itics  he  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 


'Vf)  AMES  H.  FORD,  an  honored  resident  of 
Franklin  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State,  born  in  Schenectady  County, 
four  miles  from  the  city  of  New  York,  Aug. 
13,  1843.  His  father,  Elias  Ford,  was  a  native  of 
Hawley,  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  and  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  July  20,  1807.  His  grandfather, 
Elias  Ford,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  and 
his  great-grandfather,  Andrew  Ford,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  about  the  time  that  the  independence 
of  the  colonies  was  declared. 

Elias  Ford,  the  father  of  our  subject,  continued 
to  live  in  his  native  State  until  he  was  sixteen  3rears 
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of  age.  He  then  removed  to  New  York  State,  and 
was- married  in  Hillsdale  to  Miss  Ann  T.  Snyder, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Snyder.  They  re¬ 
mained  in  Hillsdale  a  short  time  after  marriage, 
then  went  to  Albany,  where  the  husband  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  They  removed  thence  to  n 
Rotterdam,  in  Schenectady  County,  where  they 
purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  they  remained  until 
1807.  Then,  desiring  to  establish  a  home  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  they  sold  out  and  emigrated  to 
Iowa.  Their  first  location  was  made  in  Mt.  Y ernon, 
and  he  soon  afterward  purchased  village  property, 
and  the  following  year  opened  a  store  and  engaged 
in  trade. 

traded  his  stock  of  goods  for 


He  operated  thus  for  two  years,  and  then 
a  farm  in  Franklin 
Township  on  section  4.  This  he  improved  and 
cultivated,  and  remained  upon  it  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Sept,  6,  1879.  His  widow  still  sur¬ 
vives,  and  lives  with  her  son  on  the  old  homestead. 
She  became  the  mother  of  two  children  :  Benjamin, 
who  lives  in  Marion  Township,  and  James  II.,  our 
subject. 

James  II.  Ford  was  reared  in  his  native  county, 
and  spent  his  earlier  years  in  attendance  at  the  dis¬ 
trict  school  and  assisting  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  1867,  came 
to  Mt.  Vernon  with  them,  and  the  following  year 
went  into  partnership  with  his  father  and  engaged 
in  trade  under  the  firm  name  of  Ford  &  Son.  Th co¬ 
operated  thus  for  four  years,  and  then  traded  for 
the  farm  which  the  son  now  owns  and  occupies. 
They  were  associated  together  in  farming  until 
1876,  at  which  time  the  father  retired  from  active 
labor  and  his  son  managed  the  place  alone.  He  has 
made  great  Improvements  within  the  last  few  years, 
has  remodeled  the  dwelling,  placed  a  stone  base¬ 
ment  under  the  barn,  and  erected  other  necessary 
out-buildings.  He  has  also  planted  fruit  trees  of 
various  choice  varieties,  and  all  the  surroundings 
are  indicative  of  the  good  taste  and  judgment  of 
the  proprietor. 

The  marriage  of  James  H.  Ford  and  Miss  Alida 
Crounse  took  place  in  March,  1864.  Mrs.  Ford  is 
a  native  of  Gilderland,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  C.  and  Alida  (Shaver) 
Crounse.  Their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth 
of  three  children :  Minnie,  Charlie  and  Jennie  L. ; 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


the  latter  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  are 
highly  esteemed  in  their  neighborhood  and  town¬ 
ship,  and  are  entitled  to  be  classed  among  the  first 
citizens.  I  hev  are  the  friends  of  good  order  and 
system,  and  are  contributing  their  portion  toward 
the  building  up  of  the  community,  morally,  socially 
and  intellectually. 


1:1 


ENJAMIN  HOOVER  is  a  prominent  citizen 
and  an  honored  pioneer  of  Linn  County. 
He  came  into  Iowa  the  year  following  its 
admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and 
assisted  materially  in  its  development  and  progress, 
lie  is  now  a  resident  of  Lisbon  and  retired  from  the 
more  active  duties  of  life.  He  has  acted  well  his 
part,  and  is  receiving  the  honor  due  to  those  who 
have  labored  and  struggled  and  accomplished  a 
large  part  of  what  their  ambition  stimulated  them 
to  attempt. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  born  in  Dauphin  County,  April  17,  1827. 
His  father,  Michael  Hoover,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  but  of  pure  German  ancestry,  and 
born  July  4, 1803.  His  grandfather,  George  Hoover, 
was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  and  his  great¬ 
grandfather,  Michael  Hoover,  also  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  was  a  descendant  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  Keystone  State.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and 
farmer,  and  died  in  Dauphin  County  in  1818,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  son  George,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer  all  his  life 
and  died  in  1826,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  wife  of  this  gentleman  was  Susanna 
Ryder,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  survived 
her  husband  over  forty  years,  dying  about  1870. 

Michael  Hoover,  the  father  of  our  subject,  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  State,  and 
removed  from  Dauphin  to  Franklin  County  in  later 
years,  where  he  remained  until  1847.  He  then  de¬ 
termined  to  see  something  of  the  western  country. 
He  accordingly  embarked  on  a  canal-boat  at  Pitts- 
i  q  burgh,  and  afterward  proceeded,  via  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers,  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  he 
left  his  family  and  started  out  to  search  for  a  suitable 
location.  The  present  site  of  Lisbon  was  then  called 


Bp 


1  ankee  Grove.  Near  this  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land,  part  of  which  is  now  included  in  the  village 
of  Lisbon.  After  obtaining  his  title  he  returned  to 
Burlington  for  his  family.  Ihere  was  a  small  frame  jj  ^ 
house  on  his  property  and  a  frame  barn.  They 
moved  into  the  house  and  established  themselves  as  •; 
comfortably  as  they  could,  and  the  father  began  his  { 
farming  operations.  In  1850. he  assisted  J.  E.  Kurtz  ~ 
in  laying  out  the  town  of  Lisbon.  He  continued 
farming  for  nearly  five  years  after  he  platted  the 
town,  then  built  a  house  in  the  town,  and  retired 
from  active  labor.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  his  \ 
mental  qualities  unimpaired,  and  he  still  possesses 
a  large  amount  of  the  energy  and  industry  which 
characterized  his  early  manhood. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  eldest  child  of 
his  parents,  there  being  eight  beside  himself  in  the 
household.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was 
Mary  Hershey,  and  she  was  a  native  of  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  born  Oct.  3,  1803.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Wiamby) 
Hershey.  She  was  married  to  Michael  Hoover  in 
1826,  and  seven  of  the  children  which  she  bore  to 
her  husband  are  yet  living,  viz.,  Benjamin,  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Nancy,  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Neidig,  who  lives  in 
Muscatine ;  Jonathan,  a  blacksmith  of  Lisbon ;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  the  wife  of  Martin  Floyd,  also  of  Lisbon; 
Michael,  of  Tama  County ;  Christian,  who  lives  in 
Dorchester,  Neb. ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Post,  re¬ 
siding  in  Gainesville,  Fla. ;  Henry,  the  second  son, 
died  in  Muscatine  in  1 882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one 
years. 

Benjamin  Hoover  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  and  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  came 
with  his  father’s  family  to  Lisbon.  He  lived  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  i 
August,  1849,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Sarah  N.  Bressler,  a  native  of  Cumberland  County, 

Pa. j  born  Aug.  16,  1829.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Rebecca  (Carlin)  Bressler,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  After  marriage  the  young  couple 
established  themselves  in  a  house  which  stood  on  a 
portion  of  the  father’s  farm,  where  thej^  remained  two 
years.  Mr.  Hoover  then  built  a  large  house  in  town, 
which  they  fitted  up  for  a  hotel,  and  occupied  the  fol¬ 
lowing  two  years.  He  disposed  of  his  property  and 
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journeyed  westward  until  reaching  Muscatine,  Iowa. 
The  prospect  appearing  favorable,  he  engaged  in 
the  commission  busiuess,  handling  grain  and  prod¬ 
uce.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  one  .year,  when  he 
went  into  the  village  of  Lisbon  and  lived  there  five 
years.  His  early  experiences  still  had  their  influ¬ 
ence  over  him,  and  he  resolved  to  go  back  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  He  accordingly  rented  a  farm 
in  Linn  Township,  finally  making  a  purchase  of  land 
there,  upon  which  he  remained  until  1882,  when  he 
rented  his  farm  and  purchased  the  present  home¬ 
stead  in  Lisbon.  This  property  includes  forty 
acres,  a  part  of  which  is  in  the  city  limits  and  is 
very  valuable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoover  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  only  two-  of  whom  are  living.  Amanda, 
the  wife  of  Elmer  Neal,  lives  in  Linn  Township; 
Elizabeth  E.  married  Robert  Oxley,  and  lives  in 
Marion  Township;  Christian  L.  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  Mary  C.  at  six  years  and  ten  months. 
Mrs.  Hoover  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  highly  re¬ 
spected  residents  of  Linn  County.  Since  his  ar¬ 
rival  here  Mr.  Hoover  has  identified  himself  with 
the  interests  of  his  town  and  count}7  and  has  aided 
by  every  means  in  his  power  in  its  advancement. 
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HILIP  BARRET.  This  highly  esteemed 
citizen  and  successful  farmer  was  an  early 
settler  of  Maine  Township,  and  owns  and 
occupies  a  valuable  homestead  on  section 
27  of  the  same.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Concord,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  28, 
1831.  His  father,  George  Barret,  was  also  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  born  in  Otsego  County  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  Jan.  1 1 ,  1806.  His  grand¬ 
father,  Thomas  Manly  Barret,  was  a  native  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  came  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  at  an 
early  day.  He  lived  there  several  years  and  then 
removed  to  Erie  County,  and  secured  a  tract  of 
timber  land  in  the  Holland  Purchase.  He  set  to 
work  and  felled  the  forest  trees,  and  in  due  time 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  established 
a  comfortable  homestead,  upon  which  he  remained 
until  he  passed  to  the  silent  land. 
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George  Barret,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
child  of  but  four  years  old  when  his  parents  re¬ 
moved  from  Otsego  County.  He  was  reared  there 
to  years  of  manhood,  and  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Ferrin,  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp-j 
shire,  born  in  Hebron.  Grafton  County,  Aug.  1, 
1807.  Her  father,  Ebenezer  Ferrin,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  county,  removed  in  1814  to  Erie  County, 

N.  Y.,  and  also  became  the  possessor  of  land  in  the 
Holland  Purchase,  where  he  improved  a  farm  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  maiden  name 
of.  the  mother  was  Lydia  Phelps,  also  a  native  of 
Grafton  County,  N.  IL  She  went  into  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  Erie  County  with  her  husband,  and  also 
passed  from  there  to  the  Valley  of  Shadows. 

George  Barret  likewise  bought  a  tract  of  timber 
land  from  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  which 
he  commenced  to  improve,  and  upon  which  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  removal  to  the  Hawkeye  State. 

He  worked  laboriously  in  the  meantime,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  relieving  the  land  of  ninety-three  acres 
of  heavy  timber.  He  came  into  Linn  County  in 
1857,  and  secured  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section 
27  of  Maine  Township.  Forty  acres  of  this  were 
broken  and  fenced,  but  there  were  no  buildings 
upon  the  place.  He  put  up  a  dwelling  and  one  or 
two  necessary  outhouses,  improved  and  cultivated 
the  land,  established  a  home,  and  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days  here,  departing  this  life  March 
27,  1882.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Universalist. 
The  faithful  wife  and  mother  still  survives,  and 
lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Of  their  union  there  ^ 
were  ten  children  born,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  eldest.  Of  the  balance,  the  record 
is  as  follows:  Enos  lives  in  Boone  County,  Iowa; 
Thomas  in  Maine  Township;  Clarissa  Jane,  Mrs. 
Bowen,  also  in  Maine  Township;  Cordelia,  Mrs. 
Gillilan,  in  Waubeek;  Sophia  L.,  Mrs.  Wagor,  in 
Maine  Township,  and  George  AY.,  in  Greenwood 
County,  Kan.  William  P.  died  here,  aged  twenty- 
two  years;  George  W.  and  Arvilla  L.  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

Philip  Barret  spent  his  earlier  years  in  the  man¬ 
ner  common  to  a  farmer’s  boy,  assisting  his  parents 
in  the  lighter  duties  of  the  farm  and  attending  the 
district  school.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until 
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lu*  had  grown  to  manhood,  and  after  his  twenty- 
second  birthday,  went  to  Mississippi  and  chopped 
wood  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  returned 
to  Erie  County,  lie  has  been  cpiite  a  traveler, and 
in  early  years  was  adventurous  and  ambitious,  lie 
has  spent  live  different  winters  in  the  South,  two  in 
I  ennessee,  one  in  Arkansas,  and  two  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Barret  came  to  Iowa  in  January,  1857.  lie 
first  located  in  Maine  Township,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  threshing  until  18G2.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  to  lama  County,  where  he  had  previously 
entered  1(50  acres  of  land  in  what  was  afterward 
Buckingham  Township.  He  did  ■  not  settle  upon 
this,  however,  until  seven  years  later,  and  then  he 
commenced  its  improvement  in  earnest.  lie  erected 
a  frame  house,  fenced  the  whole  of  his  possessions, 
and  remained  upon  it  until  the  spring  of  18G9. 

1  hen,  having  sold  it,  he  returned  to  Linn  County 
and  purchased  a  part  of  the  land  which  constitutes 
his  present  homestead.  It  now  comprises  240  acres 


of  prairie  land,  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 


and  furnished  with  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  homesteads  in  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  on  every  hand  gives  evidence  of  wise  and 
judicious  management. 

Ihe  subject  of  our  sketch  contracted  a  matri¬ 
monial  alliance  quite  late  in  life,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Mrs.  Eleanora  S.  Brown.  She  was 
born  in  Concord  Township,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May 
16,  1837,  and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Han¬ 
nah  M.  (Sweet)  Barret.  They  died  in  New  York. 
Mrs.  Barret  is  a  lady  highly  respected  and  esteemed, 
and  exhibits  in  her  character  a  large  proportion  of 
the  stanch  courage  and  excellent  traits  of  her  fore¬ 
fathers. 

The  experience  of  Mr.  Barret  has  been  similar 
to  that  of  many  pioneers  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 
His  ancestors  were  a  sturdy  race,  intimately  ac¬ 


quainted  with  toil,  fatigue  and  endurance,  and  these 
experiences  developed  in  them  most  admirable 
ualities  which  they  have  transmitted  in  a  large 
measure  to  their  descendants.  When  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  removed  from  the  old  Gran¬ 
ite  State  to  New  \  ork,  he  made  the  journey  with  a 
pair  of  oxen  and  one  horse,  their  conveyance  being 


a  covered  wagon  which  afforded  their  only  shelter 
by  night  and  from  the  storms  that  overtook  them 


°n  the  way.  The  journey  consumed  five  weeks, 
and  amid  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  they  en¬ 
countered,  they  never  once  thought  of  turning  back 
or  of  abandoning  the  project  they  had  in  view. 
I  lu  join  ney  of  their  son,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
tiom  New  4  ork  to  Iowa,  was  but  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  on  their  own  method  of  traveling,  but  in  those 
days,  it  was  considered  great.  He  traveled  by  rail 
to  Davenport,  but  the  coaches  and  the  track  were 
veiy  different  from  those  of  the  present  day,  and 
arriving  at  Davenport  he  proceeded  to  Linn  County 
overland  by  team.  At  that  date  the  public  road 
was  but  an  imperfect  track  through  the  forests  and 
over  the  prairies,  and  in  the  rainy  season,  in  some 
places,  was  almost  impassable,  but  the  spirit  that 
had  sustained  the  forefathers  was  faithfully  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  latter  generation,  and  when  George 
Barret  emigrated  to  Iowa,  he  came  here  to  stay. 
AYe  can  by  no  means  do  justice  to  those  early  set¬ 
tlers  in  the  brief  outlines  of  a  biography,  but  suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say  that  they  well  earned  the  benediction 
of  “  AYell  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

Ihe  subject  of  our  sketch  politically,  is  an  un¬ 
compromising  Democrat,  the  principles  of  which 
party  he  endorses  and  maintains  with  characteristic 
firmness  and  decision. 


OBERI  G.  SHUEY.  This  gentleman  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  has  been  successfully  car¬ 
rying  on  the  business  of  a  gardener  just  in- 
side  the  city  limits,  and  on  the  land  which 
constitutes  his  homestead,  where  he  located  and  es¬ 
tablished  his  business  in  1867.  His  purchase  con¬ 
sisted  of  twenty  acres,  and  this  is  now  amply  sup¬ 


plied  with  large  fruit  trees,  including  all  the 


ordinary  small  fruits  and  berries,  of  which  he  has 
fine  specimens,  besides  a  large  area  which  is  de¬ 
voted  to  vegetables.  He  is  an  expert  in  his  line 
of  business,  which  he  thoroughly  understands,  and 
from  it  has  an  annual  income  of  $2,000. 

Mr.  Shuey  is  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Oct.  2,  1842.  His 
father,  Jacob  Shuey,  was  also  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  of  German 
ancestry,  and  his  parents  emigrated  early  in  life  to 
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this  country.  He  was  married  in  Augusta  County, 
Va.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lauman,  a  Virginia  lady, 
who  was  also  of  German  ancestry.  In  1855  they 
found  themselves  with  a  family  of  eight  children, 
and  having  an  eye  to  the  future  good  of  these, 
started  across  the  Alleghanies  to  establish  a  home 
in  the  far  distant  West.  They  crossed  the  Missis- 
N:  sippi,  passed  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  Hawkeye 
State,  locating  first  iu  Johnson  County  near  the 
Linn  County  line.  There  they  secured  a  farm 
which  was  partly  improved,  and  immediately  set 
H  about  cultivating  it  with  excellent  results.  The 
homestead  thus  established  was  the  residence  of  the 
j  -  parents  until  their  decease,  the  father  dying  at  the 
■  age  of  seventy,  in  1867,  and  the  mother  eight  years 
later  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  Six  of  their 
children  are  still  living:  Margaret,  B.  L.,  Jacob  A., 
t  Virginia,  R.  G.  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  all 


married,  and  three  of  them  living  in  this  State. 


William  LI.,  C.  B.,  and  J.  H.  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  twelve  years  old  at  the  time  of 
the  removal  of  his  parents  into  Iowa.  He  remained 
with  them  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  on  his  own  account,  occupying  himself  for  a 
time  at  farming,  and  then  purchased  his  present 


\iz 


property,  upon  which  he  commenced  the  business 


which  has  proved  a  great  success.  He  has  operated 


somewhat  in  real  estate,  taking  from  his  original 
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purchase  five  acres,  which  he  divided  up  into  town 
lots,  selling  them  at  a  good  price. 

Mr.  Shuey  was  married,  Aug.  27,  1885,  to  Miss 
Hattie  A.  Chamberlain,  an  Eastern  lady,  born  in 
Lowell,  Mass.,  April  12,  1866.  Her  parents  came  to 
i  Cedar  Rapids  when  she  was  a  girl  of  eleven  yeais, 
and  she  was  reared  and  educated  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
;  She  is  a  lady  of  many  attractions,  very  intelligent, 

She  looks  well  to 


and  a  great  favorite  in  society, 
the  affairs  of  her  household,  and  her  parents  are  re¬ 
siding  near  her  in  peace  and  comfort.  Previous  to 
his  union  with  this  lady,  Mr.  S.  had  contracted  a 
marriage  whose  relations  were  of  short  duration, 
and  of  which  one  child,  Herbert  A.,  bom  May  12, 
1868,  was  the  result. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shuey  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Mr.  S.  is 
Trustee  and  Superintendent  of  the’  Sabbath-school. 
He  is  greatly  interested  in  educational  matters,  and 


is  the  present  Secretary  of  the  School  Board.  In 
politics  he  is  a  strong  Republican,  and  casts  his 
vote  honestly  and  conscientio.usly  with  that  party. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  Mar  Mr.  Shuey 
cheerfully  proffered  his  services  to  aid  in  the  de¬ 
fense  of  the  “  Stars  and  Stripes.”  He  enlisted  Aug. 
8,  1862,  in  Co.  H,  22d  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  commanded 
by  Col.  Stone,  which  regiment  constituted  a  part  of 
the  13th  Western  Army  Corps,  and  with  his 
brother  soldiers,  our  subject  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Ft.  Gibson,  Champion  Hills,  Black 
River  Bridge  and  the  charge  upon  Vicksburg,  in 
which  latter  engagement  he  was  thrice  wounded,  in 
the  foot,  the  shoulder  and  side.  These  wounds  so 
disabled  him  that  he  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  Iowa, 
Nov.  23,  1863.  He  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  with¬ 
out  seeking  promotion,  became  conspicuous  for  his 
courage  and  readiness  to  perform  all  duties  de¬ 
volving  upon  him,  and  was  esteemed  by  his  com¬ 
rades  for  his  many  genial  and  manly  qualities. 


NDREW  T.  SHANKLIN.  The  subject  of 


this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  and  was  born  Sept.  13, 1837. 
His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  fffteen  years,  in  1852,  he  came  to  Linn 
County,  accompanied  by  his  father.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  enlisted  in  the  6th  Iowa  Cavalry,  in 
1862.  and  served  over  three  years,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  at  Davenport  in  November,  1865. 

At  the  beginning  of  his  military  career  Mr.  S. 
enlisted  as  a  private,  was  mustered  in  as  Eighth 
Sergeant,  and  promoted  Commissary  Sergeant, 
which  office  he  held  until  mustered  out  of  the  serv¬ 
ice.  He  was  in  the  engagement  at  White  Stone 
Hill,  and  also  that  of  Fallen  Springs.  The  duties 
of  his  regiment  led  them  to  the  frontier,  and  they 
were  chiefly  engaged  in  fighting  the  Indians.  After 
his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Shanklin  at  once 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Maine  Township,  where 
he  has  since  remained  a  resident. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
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Amelin  (Jones)  Shanklin.  (See  sketch  of  F.  31. 
Shanklin  for  history  of  parents).  He  has  always 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  the 
owner  of  235  acres  of  land.  He  lias  brought  about 
great  improvements  in  its  condition  since  he  came 
into  possession  of  it,  has  erected  a  line  dwelling,  a 
good  barn  and  out-buildings.  He  has  been  indus¬ 
trious  and  frugal,  and  as  the  reward  of  his  labors, 
now  enjoys  a  competency.  Everthing  about  his 


home  is  replete  with  comfort,  and  the  family  are 
surrounded  by  many  luxuries.  The  homestead 
presents  an  attractive  spot  on  the  landscape,  and  is 
a  model  of  system  and  good  order. 

The  marriage  of  Andrew  T.  Shanklin  and  Miss 
Esther  A.  Bingham  was  celebrated  Oct.  30,  1867. 
Mrs.  S.  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel 
(Bernhard)  Bingham,  who  were  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  were  married  there.  They  soon  after¬ 
ward  removed  to  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  estab-  I 
lished  a  home,  remaining  there  until  their  decease,  j 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children — John, 
Martin,  Alice,  Elizabeth,  Lewis,  Hannah,  Rachel, 
Joseph,  Mathias,  Esther  A.  and  Jonas. 

Mrs.  Shanklin  was  born  in  31  organ  County,  Ohio, 
March  4,  1842.  By  her  union  with  her  subject 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  seven  children — Orie 
B.,  Urban  J.,  Clinton  A.,  Harry  31.,  Oliver  31., 
Rachel  F.  and  Ivan  G.  Orie  B.  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1868,  and  died  Oct.  11,  1886,  in  her  nineteenth 
;  year.  With  reference  to  the  death  of  this  young 
lady,  we  take  the  following  from  a  local  paper: 

“She  was  baptized  into  Christ  by  Elder  J.  R.Good- 
enough  and  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
God  on  July  4,  1886,  and  lived  a  consistent  life  to 
the  end,  and  as  you  say  in  your  notice,  her  last 
moments  were  unclouded,  and  she  was  perfectly 
resigned,  saying  she  was  ready  and  willing  to  die, 
and  she  bade  her  brethren  and  friends  and  relatives 
good-bye,  expressing  a  hope  and  desire  to  meet 
them  all  in  the  Everlasting  Kingdom  of  God.  She 
said  her  hope  was  such  a  comfort  to  her  in  this  her 
last  trial.  It  was  a  beautiful  death-bed  scene  and 
yet  so  very  sad.  Her  funeral  sermon  was  preached  at 
Waubeek,  on  the  12  th,  b}7  Elder  Goodenough,  at 
10:30  A.  31.,  his  text  being:  ‘Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth,’  and  he 
preached  a  very  instructive  as  well  as  a  somewhat 


lengthy  sermon  to  a  large  and  attentive  congrega¬ 
tion.  Orie  was  a  great  favorite  among  her  many 
acquaintances,  and  will  be  sadly  missed.” 

Mr.  Shanklin  and  his  wife  ara  deeply  interested 
in  religious  matters,  and  are  members  of  the  Church 
of  God.  In  politics  Mr.  S  is  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  with  which  he  uniformly  casts 
his  vote,  and  whose  principles  he  makes  an  effort 
to  promote  by  every  means  in  his  power.  He  is 
sincere  in  his  convictions,  forms  his  opinions  with 
deliberation,  and  adheres  to  them  with  manly 
courage  and  fidelity. 


§ 


i 


GEORGE  W.  BOWDISH,  one  of  the  firm  of 


Bowdish  Bros.,  living  on  section  20,  3Iaine 


Township,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 


N.  Y.,  Aug.  9,  1840.  He  is  one  of  four  children 


born  to  his  parents,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  has  since  supplemented  the 
same  by  an  active  business  life,  adding  to  his  fund 
of  knowledge  practical  information.  He  came  to 
Linn  County  with  his  parents,  and  since  first  set¬ 
tling  here  has,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  it  his  home,  engaged  the  while  in 
farming  and  in  buying  and  shipping  grain. 

The  parents  of  3Ir.  Bowdish  were  Bailey  and 
Sarah  A.  (Paine)  Bowdish,  natives  of  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.  They  were  born,  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried  there,  and  resided  there  until  they  came  West, 
with  the  exception  of  three  years  that  they  lived 
in  Connecticut,  thence  returned  to  Dutchess  County, 
after  which  they  removed  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  There 
the  family  spent  one  winter,  and  then  came  to  this 


State,  arriving  here  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and 


making  settlement  in  3Iaine  Township,  Linn  County, 
where  the  father  had  previously  purchased  400 
acres  of  land.  He  with  his  family  settled  on  sec¬ 
tion  32,  31aine  Township,  and  there  they  were  all 
united  in  their  labor  of  improvement,  and  it  was 
on  that  place  that  the  death  of  the  father  occurred, 
Oct.  22,  1877.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely,  Irving  P.,  George 
W.,  Samuel  L.  and  Jackson  3Y. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  3Ir.  Bowdish  of  this  notice 
went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  company  with  An- 


_ 


unmimaam 


_ .  uimii  GUiu 


r'  -  drew  Grant  and  Robert  Wright,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bowdish,  Wright  &  Co.,  engaged  in  buy- 
ing  and  shipping  grain  and  stock.  Our  subject  has 
been  quite  extensively  interested  in  this  line  of 
business,  and  has  met  with  signal  success  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  adventure.  He  owns,  in  company 
with  his  brothers,  over  900  acres  of  valuable  and 
productive  land  in  Maine  Township. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bowdish  with  Miss  Ruth 
Parsons  took  place  in  Waubeek,  Dec.  22,  1880. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Silas  and  Susan  (Hazelrigg) 
Parsons,  and  was  born  in  Fairview  Township, 
i  ■  Jones  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  10,  1852.  She  has  borne 
our  subject  two  children — Jackson  W.  and  Ethel. 

Mr.  Bowdish  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Clerk  and  Road  Overseer,  and  in  his  social  life  is  a 
member  of  Springville  Lodge  No.  139,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  also  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  6,  of  Marion, 
and  Patmos  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Marion.  In 
politics  he  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Democratic  party. 


ENCL  SLEZAK.  The  subject  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice  is  a  substantial  citizen  and 
general  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  occupying 
his  comfortable  homestead  of  160  acres  on  sections 
30  and  31,  College  Township.  lie  is  a  native  of 
Bohemia  and  was  born  Sept.  28, 1839.  His  father, 
John  Slezak,  was  also  a  farmer  in  his  native  Bo¬ 
hemia  until  his  emigration  to  the  United  States, 
which  occurred  in  1855.  He  had  been  married  in 


HI 


his  native  Province  to  Miss  Anna  Sekala,  and  before 
starting  for  the  New  World  they  had  become  the 

L 

parents  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  had  died  in 
their  native  land.  Upon  their  arrival  in  America 
they  proceeded  to  the  young  State  of  Iowa,  which 
was  then  being  rapidly  settled  up  with  an  enter¬ 
prising  people.  They  settled  on  a  small  tract  of 
wild  land  in  College  Township,  and  began  at  once 
the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  soil.  His 
1  first  purchase  comprised  eighty  acres,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added,  until  his  possessions  aggre- 
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gated  320  acres,  and  before  his  death  it  was  placed 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  This  has  now 
become  the  heritage  of  the  sons,  who  are  following 
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in  the  footsteps  of  their  sire  and  building  up  for 
themselves  and  their  descendants  a  noble  char¬ 
acter  and  a  worthy  name.  The  death  of  the  father 
occured  Aug.  9,  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
j^ears.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  making  her 
home  with  her  son  on  the  old  homestead. 

At  the  time  his  father  emigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  Wenel  Slezak  was  a  lad  of  six  years.  He 
remained  with  his  parents,  assisting  them  in  their 
arduous  and  pioneer  labors,  and  remaining  thus  oc¬ 
cupied  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  March, 
1874,  in  Jefferson  Township,  Johnson  County,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Scrbos.  She 
was  born  Sept.  8,  1854,  and  was  an  infant  of  a  year 
old  when  her  parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
They  first  made  settlement  in  this  county,  where 
the  life  of  the  mother  terminated  a  few  years  later. 
The  father  still  survives  and  is  a  resident  of  Fair¬ 
fax  Township.  By  her  marriage  with  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  this  lady  has  become  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased,  namely, 
Josephine  and  Blanche.  Those  living  are  Anna, 
Daisy,  Odelia,  Agnes  and  William.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Slezak  were  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  to  which 
they  still  adhere  with  filial  faith.  Mr.  S.  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Assessing  Committee  of  the  Farmer’s 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  is  a  man  highly 
esteemed  in  his  community  as  worthy  of  confidence 
and  respect.  Politically  he  is  a  reliable  Democrat. 


R,  DAVID  R.  HINDMAN,  homeopathic 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Marion,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Chester  County,  Pa.  He  was  born 
June  4,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Best)  Hindman.  His  father  and  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  pure  German  ancestry.  His  mother  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State.  Her  father  was  from 
the  North  of  Ireland,  and  her  mother  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  and  of  Quaker  descent. 

David  R.  Hindman  attended  the  public  schools 
and  also  studied  under  private  tuition.  He  took  a 
regular  course  at  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
of  Pennsylvania,  now  known  as  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  and  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  and 
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graduated  in  the  class  of  1857.  He  soon  thereafter 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cocli- 
ransville,  Pa.,  and  was  thus  occupied  until  1804, 
when  he  came  to  Marion,  Iowa,  and  opened  up  a 
practice  which  he  has  since  followed  continuously 
with  marked  success. 

l)r.  Hindman  and  Miss  Margaret  J.  Jackson  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Chester  CountyT  Pa.,  Jan.  3, 
1861.  Mrs.  Hindman  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  A.  Jackson,  and  was  born  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.,  March  31,  1835.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother  was  a  native  of 
Ireland.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hindman  have  become  the 
parents  of  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  of  whom  three  only  are  living.  Mary  E.  is  a 
teacher  at  Waterloo,  Iowa ;  Clara  E.  resides  at  home 
with  her  parents;  Minnette  I.  was  born  Oct.  20, 
1866,  and  died  Nov.  12,  1880;  Carlos  J.  resides  at 
home;  Samuel  P.  was  born  Aug.  6,  1871,  and  died 
Nov.  13,  1880;  Maggie,  born  Feb.  28,  1874,  died 
March  5  of  the  same  year.  After  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  after  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Dr.  Hindman  entered  the  service  of  the 
Union  Army  as  volunteer  surgeon;  later  he  enlist¬ 
ed  as  a  private  of  Co.  B,  2d  Pennsylvania  Militia, 
and  served  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  State 
by  the  Confederates. 

Dr.  Hindman,  with  his  wife  and  children,  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Marion. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  votes  and  works 
conscientiously  with  his  party.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  was  first  organized 
after  the  adoption  of  the  present  city  charter.  Fie 
is  at  present  Health  Officer  for  the  city  and  town¬ 
ship  of  Marion,  which  position  he  has  held  for  three 
years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Homeopathy  since  1876,  and  of  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  Association  of  Iowa,  which  he 
helped  to  organize  in  1873,  and  was  Vice  President 
of  the  latter  association.  He  also  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Central  Iowa  Homeopathic 
Medical  Association,  and  has  been  President  of 
this  body  for  three  years.  He  is  Surgeon  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Mitchell  Post  No.  106,  G.  A.  R.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  October, 
1853,  in  Hebron  Lodge  No.  437,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  still  retains  his  membership  there.  He  is  a 


member  of  the  Centennial  Encampment  No.  91  of 
Marion,  and  is  Commander  of  Canton  Marion  Pa¬ 
triarch  Militant,  the  highest  division  of  the  I.  O. 

O.  F.  He  has  recently  been  appointed  Surgeon  of 
the  1st  Regiment,  with  the  rank  of  Major  Patriarch 
Militant,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  also  belongs  to  Libra 
Lodge  No.  19,  A.  O.  U.  W. ;  Marion  No.  7,  Iowa  6  j 
Legion  of  Honor;  and  Robert  Mitchell  Post  No. 
106,  G.  A.  R. 

Dr.  Hindman  has  labored  diligently  and  indus¬ 
triously  to  perfect  himself  in  his  profession,  and 
has  been  remarkably  successful.  He  is  a  popular 
man  in  his  community,  and  has  built  up  an  exten¬ 
sive  practice,  and  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  the 
foremost  of  his  profession. 


ENRY  W.  ROBINSON.  The  livery  and  sale 
stable  business  of  Cedar  Rapids  is  well  rep¬ 
resented,  and  foremost  among  those  engaged 
in  it  is  II.  W.  Robinson,  at  Nos.  76  and  78 
South  Second  street.  He  was  born  in  Antwerp,  Jef¬ 
ferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  1,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr. 
William  and  Ellen  (Welch)  Robinson,  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Dr.  Robinson  studied  medicine 
long  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  maturity, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  prior  to  his  marriage. 

He  followed  the  practice  of  his  profession  through 
life.  Coming  to  Iowa  in  1856  and  settling  near 
Des  Moines,  he  remained  only  until  the  following 
year,  when  he  removed  to  Grinnell.  He  enlisted 
as  a  private  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  joining  the  4th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was  pro¬ 
moted,  step  by  step,  until  he  attained  the  position 
of  First  Surgeon.  Fie  was  four  and  a  half  years  in 
the  army,  and  returning  from  the  field  of  conflict 
to  Cedar  F'alls,  he  continued  in  his  practice  until 
called  to  a  better  home,  his  demise  taking  place  in 
1885.  His  good  wife  yet  survives  him,  and  is  still 
living  at  Cedar  F'alls,  Black  Flawk  County.  Their 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Henry  W.,  our  subject;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  and  Receiver  of  the  Scioto  Valley 
Railroad;  Ella  became  the  wife  of  L.  S.  Merchant,  :  h 
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manager  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican ;  and  Ji 
lia  is  living  in  Cedar  F'alls. 

Mr.  Robinson  of  this  notice  received  the  advan- 
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tages  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  lived  at 
home  until  1870.  He  then  went  to  Southern  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  was  employed  as  inspector  and  clerk 
for  Paymaster  Joseph  Robinson.  Remaining  one 
year,  we  next  find  him  a  baggage  smasher  ”  of 
the  railroad  running  from  Evansville,  Ind.,  to  Ten¬ 
nessee.  Working  in  that  capacity  for  two  years, 
without  any  serious  complaint  as  regards  the 
smashing  or  loss  of  baggage,  we  see  him  as  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  Cairo  &  Vincennes  Railroad,  and  at  one 
time  a  conductor. 

In  1875  Mr.  Robinson  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  he  worked  on  the  railroad  as  fuel  and  tie  in¬ 
spector,  and  held  the  position  until  1885,  during 
which  year  he  engaged  in  his  present  business.  He 
was  married,  Dec.  27,  1884,  to  Miss  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Coenen)  Schneider, 
natives  of  German}^  Their  union  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Joseph  W. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  His 
residence  is  on  the  West  side,  corner  of  B  avenue 
and  Ninth  street,  and  he  is  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  respected  and 
honored  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


--V 


T.  RICHMOND,  deceased,  who  was  for 
many  years  among  the  active  business  men 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  a  man  who  knew  the 
value  of  a  dollar  and  also  knew  how  to  make  it. 
By  continuous  and  energetic  application  to  busi¬ 
ness  he  was  successful  in  life.  He  was  at  the  head 
of  the  loan  and  real-estate  firm  of  O.  T.  Richmond 
&  Son. 

Mr.  Richmond  was  a  native  of  Essex  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  born  in  the  year  1813.  His  par¬ 
ents,  John  and  Nancy  (Eddy)  Richmond,  were  na- 

-  H 

tives  of  Massachusetts.  The  elder  Richmond,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  various  enterprises  in  his  na¬ 
tive  State,  went  to  New  York  in  1808  or  1810. 

U:  2 

Here  he  resided,  engaged  actively  in  sundry  enter¬ 
prises,  until  1834,  when  he  went  into  Ohio,  where 
two  years  later  he  died.  The  demise  of  the  mother 
occurred  in  New  York  in  1842.  Of  a  family  of 
eight  children  of  which  they  were  the  parents  only 

W.,  a  resident  of 


one  is  now  living — ITezekiah 
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Michigan,  now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of 
life. 

O.  T.  Richmond  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
in  the  meantime  receiving  a  good  practical  educa¬ 
tion,  when  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  i 
In  this  occupation  he  was  employed  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  when  he  embarked  upon  a 
business  career  for  himself,  by  opening  a  store  in 
Essex.  There  he  remained,  prominently  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  place,  until 
1857,  when  he  went  to  Southern  Illinois  and  spent 
the  following  two  years.  He  returned  to  his  East¬ 
ern  home,  where  the  next  two  years  were  passed, 
and  again,  in  1802,  we  find  him  in  Southern  Illi¬ 
nois  engaged  in  land  speculations.  In  the  spring 
of  1805  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Prescott, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
was  also  Cashier  of  the  City  Bank  of  Prescott. 
Two  active  years  were  passed  here,  when  we  find 
Mr.  Richmond  at  Marion,  where,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Hollis,  he  bought  out  an  abstract  and  real- 
estate  office,  the  new  firm  starting  out  under  the 
name  of  Richmond  &  Hollis.  A  prosperous  period 
of  five  years  passed  by,  when  Mr.  Richmond  with¬ 
drew  from  the  firm,  selling  out  to  his  partner.  He, 
however,  continued  to  make  loans  and  negotiate 
real-estate  transactions  at  Marion  until  1885,  when, 
in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  he  opened  an  office  in 
the  O’Hara  Block,  No.  15  Second  street,  Cedar 
Rapids.  Here  the  firm  transacted  a  real-estate  and 
loan  business,  ranking  among  the  leading  companies 
of  the  city.  Mr.  Richmond  became  quite  largely 
interested  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  Marion  city  prop¬ 
erty,  and  was  a  stockholder  and  Vice  President  of 
the  Marion  Street  Railroad  Company  and  all  its 
lines  and  branches,  as  well  as  a  stockholder  in  the 
Building  Association  at  Marion.  He  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  President  of  the  Setentsion  Gold 
and  Silver  Mining  Company,  the  mines  of  which 
company  are  located  in  the  Sierra  Madre  Mount¬ 
ains,  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  where  it 
has  all  the  necessary  machinery  for  carrying  on 
the  work. 

Mr.  Richmond  and  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Bridges 
united  their  fortunes  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  in  the  year  1837.  Mrs.  Richmond  was  a 
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Massachusetts,  aurT  a"daughter  of  Isaac 
She  died  in  February,  1849,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Richmond  married  Decie  M.  Miner, 
a  native  of  Vermont. 

Politically  Mr.  R.  was  .a  Democrat,  lie  was  an 
active,  enterprising  man,  and  took  a  deep  interest 
in  everything  tending  for  the  general  public  good. 
In  the  career  of  Mr.  Richmond  we  find  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  for  young  men  just  embaiking  in 
the  field  of  active  life;  of  what. may  be  accom¬ 
plished  by  a  man  beginning  poor,  but  honest,  pru¬ 
dent  and  industrious.  He  had  neither  wealth  noi 
position  to  aid  him  in  starting  in  life,  and  relied 
upon  his  own  efforts  and  his  own  conduct  to  win 
for  him  success.  Nor  was  his  a  success  solely  in 
the  sense  of  accumulating  wealth,  but  in  doing 
good  to  others  and  in  winning  their  respect  and  es¬ 
teem.  lie  ever  observed  that  most  important  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  successful  business  life  of  anyone 
honesty,  lie  was  known  as  a  man  of  substantial 
business  ability.  His  death  occurred  Aug.  18, 
1886,  and  his  loss  was  greatly  mourned  by  the  com- 
munity  in  which  he  had  so  long  resided  and  with 
which  he  was  so  closely  identified.  \\  e  are  pleased 
to  present  to  his  many  friends  his  portrait  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  brief  outline  sketch  of  his  life. 


IK )M AS  YOUNG.  This  gentleman  is  a  re¬ 
tired  capitalist  and  farmer,  who,  after  a  long 
life  of  enterprising  industry,  is  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  toil  and  spending  his  later  days  in 
peace  and  quiet  on  his  fine  homestead  just  outside 
of  the  citj’  limits  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr.  Young  is 
a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  Sept.  30,  1823.  His  father,  Christian  Young, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  Nov.  16, 
1 886,  in  Benton  County*  Iowa,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety  years.  He  was  also  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  his  son,  and  of  German  descent.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  whose  name  was  also 
Thomas,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  emigrated 
to  the  U uited  States  with  his  parents  when  a  small 
boy.  His  father  remained  a  resident  of  the  Empire 
State  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  Onon¬ 
daga  County.  They  all  come  of  a  long-lived  race, 
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and  this  latter  gentleman  lived  to  be  eighty  years 
of  age. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Thomas 
Young,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  Katie  Hall. 

She  was  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y., 
and  born  of  American  parentage.  She  came  with 
her  husband  to  Benton  County,  Iowa,  and  died 
there  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Our  subject 
was  the  second  of  a  family  of  three  children.  His 
sister  Polly  became  the  wife  of  John  Jessup,  a 
well-to-do  farmer,  and  they  arc  residing  in  La 
Porte,  Ind.  His  brother  John  married  Christiana 
Webb,  and  is  a  prominent  and  successful  farmer  of 
Benton  County. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Thomas  Young  were 
passed  with  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained  jj 
until  the  age  of  thirty -three  years.  On  July  26, 
1858,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Char¬ 
lotte  Hutchins.  Mrs.  Young  is  a  native  of  St.  Law¬ 
rence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  3,  1840. 
Her  parents  were  Bradley  and  Minerva  (Hyde) 
Hutchins.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  They  were  farm¬ 
ers  by  occupation,  and  emigrated  West  about  the 
year  1852,  settling  in  Linn  County,  where  the  life 
of  the  mother  terminated  at  a  ripe  old  age.  After 
the  decease  of  his  wife,  Bardley  Hutchins  removed 
to  Nebraska,  and  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age. 
Mrs.  Young  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  as¬ 
sisting  her  parents  in  household  duties,  and 
received  a  fair  education.  Under  the  training  of  an 
excellent  mother  she  became  an  expert  housewife, 
and  well  fitted  to  become  the  helpmeet  of  as  enter¬ 
prising  a  man  as  Mr.  Thomas  Young.  By  her  un¬ 
ion  with  Mr.  Young,  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living:  John  W. 
was  united  in  wedlock  with  Maggie  Long,  and  they 
are  residing  on  a  farm  in  Benton  County ;  Elmer 
took  unto  himself  a  life  partner  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Emma  Jones;  he  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Linn  County;  Charles  E.,a  younger  brother,  makes 
his  home  with  John,  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm ;  Frank  resides  at  Pueblo,  Col. ;  the  remainder 
are  Edward  M.,  Orval  B.,  Katie  F.,  Oscar  A..  Les-. 
ter  B.  and  Stella  M. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  \  oung  came  to 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  He,  however, 
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purchased  a  tract;of  land  of  160  acres,  in  Canton 
Township,  Benton  County.  ^This  land  was  only 
partly  improved  when  it  came  into  his  possession, 
but  Mr.  Young  has  now  brought  it  to  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation.  From  the  start  he  was  successful 
in  all  undertakings.  He  is  possessed  of  rare  busi¬ 
ness  talent,  and  all  his  plaus  are  executed  in  a 
thorough  and  systematic  manner.  He  will  have 
the  best  and  nothing  but  the  best,  both  as  regards 
farm  labor  and  farm  machinery.  Nothing  is 
allowed  to  be  half  way  done,  consequently,  his 
dwelling,  barns,  out-buildings,  and  all  the  appurte¬ 
nances  of  the  homestead  bear  a  very  neat  appear¬ 
ance  in  every  respect,  and  everything  is  on  the 
latest  and  most  improved  style.  He  has  been 
largely  engaged  in  stock-rising,  and  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  lias  had  an  experience  of  more  than  twenty 
years.  He  subsequently  made  an  additional  pur¬ 
chase  of  land,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  2,340 
acres,  all  improved  and  highly  cultivated.  He  was 
the  pioneer  land-owner  of  the  county,  and  his  ex¬ 
ample  has  been  an  incentive  to  many  other  intelli¬ 
gent,  go-ahead  farmers.  In  1884  he  crossed  over 
the  line  into  Linn  County,  his  present  home. 

Religiously  he  is  .very  liberal  in  his  ideas.  He  is 
not  identified  with  any  church  organization,  but  in 
all  his  transactions  with  his  fellow-men  has  aimed 
to  follow  the  Golden  Rule,  and  do  unto  others  as 
he  would  that  others  should  do  unto  him.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  watches  all  local  and  general 
political  movements  with  interest,  and  lends  his  in¬ 
fluence  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of 
his  State  and  community.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
as  a  valued  member  of  the  community. 
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was  celebrated  in  Bradford 


OSTER  L.  TAYLOR,  proprietor  of  the  Mar¬ 
ion  House,  in  Marion,  and  a  resident  of 
Linn  County  for  twenty-three  years,  was 
born  near  Rutland,  Yt.,  Nov.  29,  1828.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Chandler  and  Betsy  (Manning)  Taylor,  were 
also  natives  of  Vermont,  and  were  descended  from 
New  England  people,  residents  of  that  region  for 
several  generations.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 


,  Zti txti intirnr m 


to  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.  He  passed  his  boyhood 
until  twelve  years  old  in  that  county,  when  the 
family  went  to  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  on  attaining  years  of  man¬ 
hood  continued  to  follow  that  occupation 
The  marriage  of  Foster 
Amarilla  31.  Smith 

County,  Pa.,  Oct.  6,  1853.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  the 
daughter  of  Buell  and  Samantha  Smith,  and  was 
born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  1.  1835.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  her  mother 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Canton  Township, 
Bradford  Co.,  Pa.  The  mother’s  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  were  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.  Of  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  been  born  two 
children:  The  daughter,  Ettie  31.,  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  R.  H.  Ingram,  of  Beatrice,  Neb.,  late  of 
Omaha;  she  was  born  in  Bradford  County.  Pa., 
July  13,  1854.  The  son,  Edward  31.,  was  born  in 
Amboy,  Lee  Co.,  111.,  March  24,4862;  he  mar¬ 
ried  3Iiss  3Iay  Nichols,  a  resident  of  Lincoln,  Neb., 
and  is  a  merchant  tailor  of  Marion. 

Mr.  Taylor  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Am¬ 
boy,  Ill.,  in  1857,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
six  years,  then,  in  December,  1863,  he  removed  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  Marion.  After  his  arrival 
here  he  was  first  employed  as  clerk  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  house  of  A.  Daniels  A  Co.,  the  oldest  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  kind  in  the  city.  His  connection  with 
this  house  continued  for  four  years,  when  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  sewing-machine  business,  and  contin¬ 
ued  thus  occupied  until  1881.  He  then  purchased 
the  3Iarion  blouse,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has 
operated  very  successfully  as  “  mine  host.”  Mr. 
Taylor  has  proved  a  very  popular  caterer  to  the 
palate  of  the  hungry  public,  and  the  system  and 
o-ood  order  with  which  he  has  conducted  the  gen- 
eral  business  of  the  hotel  have  caused  him  to  be  well 
and  widely  known  throughout  Linn  County. 

Mr.  Taylor  and  family  occupy  a  position  among 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  Marion.  3Ir.  Tay¬ 
lor  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  his  son  is  closely 
following  in  his  footsteps,  giving  his  voice  and 
vote  conscientiously  for  the  support  of  that  party. 
3Irs.  Taylor  and  her  daughter,  3Irs.  Ingram,  are 
earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
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They  are  a  pleasant  and  genial  family,  and  present 
the  picture  of  a  model  household  in  every  respect, 
popular  with  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances  and 


oreatly  endeared  to  the  friends  who  know  them 


best. 


S STEPHEN  C.  BAILEY,  engaged  in  mercan¬ 
tile  pursuits  at  Viola  and  also  a  fanner  car¬ 
rying  on  his  vocation  on  section  4,  Brown 

T/vi.fnoltin  icj  n  lioill'iniill  Jllltl  SflTflll 


Township,  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Probosco)  Bailey,  natives  of  Virginia.  The  par¬ 
ents  after  marriage  had  a  residence  of  some  years 
in  Virginia,  when  they  removed  to  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  thence  to  Morgan  County,  that  State,  and 
there  labored  until  death.  Eleven  children  were 
born  to  them,  named,  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Jesse, 
William,  Rebecca,  Ellen,  David,  James,  Stephen  C., 
Benjamin,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Stephen  C.  Bailey  was  born  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  Oth  day  of  August,  1827.  He  was 


reared  a  farmer’s  boy  and  continued  to  labor  at  that 
vocation  until  twenty-one  years  of  his  life  had 
passed.  lie  then  followed  boating  on  the  Ohio 
River,  and  after  three  years  of  this  kind  of  employ¬ 
ment  he  worked  at  various  occupations  for  two 
years  longer.  We  next  hear  of  him  at  Malta,  Ohio, 
where  for  two  years  he  was  running  a  livery  busi¬ 
ness,  where  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  “mine  host,” 
in  the  same  place  for  another  year.  He  then  sold 
out  and  in  the  fall  of  1 857,  we  find  he  has  crossed  the 


Father  of  Waters  and  taken  up  his  abode  in  Brown 


0  1 


Township,  this  county.  There,  on  section  14,  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  for  seven  3rears 
was  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  when  he  sold  it  and 
went  to  Jones  County.  Purchasing  a  farm  of 
H  eighty  acres  there  he  lived  on  it  for  about  ten  years, 
when  he  sold  it,  returned  to  Brown  Township,  and 
bought  1 45  acres  on  section  1 4,  which  constitutes 


i  »  7  ... 

J  the  farm  on  which  he  is  living  at  the  present  time. 
In  1880  he  rented  his  farm  and  embarked  in  the 


lumber  business  at  Viola,  which  after  three  3rears 
he  disposed  of. 

In  the  fall  of  1885  Mr.  Bailey  bought  the  stock 
of  merchandise  owned  by  L.  H.  Pearson,  of  \  iola, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 


ctd.r'r1!-1 


merchandise,  and  by  fair  and  honest  dealing  has  ■ 

.  ...  ,  ,  ,  .  t-  i  i  j  _ _  4.1. „ 


incss  at  that  place.  He  keeps  a  general  stock  of 


built  up  a  good  trade.  His  landed  interest  in  the 


county  amounts  to  155  acres,  and  is  all  under  an 
advanced  state  of  cultivation  and  valuable. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Morgan  County,  3 
Ohio,  to  M iss  Eliza  Baker,  daughter  of  Martin  and  - 
Nancy  (Thompson)  Baker,  natives  of  Virginia.  ? 
Her  parents  settled  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  where  jj 
the  father  died.  They  had  seven  children  and  Mrs. 
Bailey  of  this  notice  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  S 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  is  her  native  place,  and  June 
12,  1827,  the  date  of  her  birth.  Of  her  union  with 
our  subject  four  children — Clara  J.,  Nancy  E.,  De- 
lana  S.  and  John  M. — have  been  born.  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  J.  B.  Sherwood  and  they  are  living  in 
Viola;  Nancy  E.  married  C.  S.  Shanklin,  of  Spring- 
ville,  and  whose  biography  appears  in  this  work; 
Delana  S.  and  John  M.  are  living  in  Viola.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Springville  Lodge,  A.  F.  : 
&  A.  M.,  and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic  3 
party. 


MOS  WITTER,  M.  D.,  deceased.  The 
history  of  this  eminent  physician  presents 
a  record  of  a  busy  and  useful  life.  He 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Phelps,  Ontario  County,  March  24,  1807.  He  was 
the  son  of  Alfred  and  Deborah  (Dun well)  Witter, 
natives  of  Connecticut.  Ilis  father  was  born  at 
Preston,  in  1770,  and  when  a  youth  moved  to 
Peru,  Mass.,  and  thence  to  New  York,  settling  in 
Ontario  County.  In  1817  they  removed  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Lake  County,  and  afterward  to  Chester, 
Geauga  County,  where  the  life  of  the  father  termi¬ 
nated  in  1864.  He  became  a  Master  Mason  in 
1801,  taking  Royal  Arch  degrees  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  lie  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Amos  Witter  was  ten  years  old  when  his  par¬ 
ents  went  to  Ohio.  They  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Lake  County,  and  our  subject  was  taken 
from  the  advantages  of  a  more  settled  community 
to  the  wilds  of  Ohio.  This  did  not  prove  a  mis¬ 
fortune,  as  it  tended  to  develop  the  latent  genius 
of  a  high-minded  and  noble  bojr.  Ihey  had  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  town  of  Kirtland,  and  young  \\  itter 
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remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
old.  At  that  early  age  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Chapman,  of  Mid- 
dlebury.  He  had  already  obtained  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  although  his  advantages  had  been  limited. 
He  had  made  the  best  use  of  the  good  books  to 
which  he  obtained  access.  He  pursued,  in  addition 
to  his  medical  works,  the  study  of  books  commonly 
used  in  the  public  schools,  which  enabled  him  to 
become  an  instructor,  and  by  this  means  to  procure 
money  with  which  to  pay  his  way  through  college. 
He  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Medical 
College  at  Cincinnati,  and  was  denominated  the 
best  scholar  in  his  class.  He  graduated  from  this 
institution  and  also  received  the  diploma  from  the 
Medical  Board  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Vitter  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Attica,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  He  had  married  in 
the  meantime,  and  on  account  of  the  failing  health 
of  his  wife,  removed  to  Saville.  He  was  bereaved 
of  her  companionship  by  death,  and  afterward  lo¬ 
cated  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  remaining  there  until 
1849.  Having  a  desire  to  visit  the  western  coun¬ 
try  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  located  at  Belvidere, 
where  he  built  up  a  good  practice.  In  1849  he 
started  for  California  with  his  family.  They  went 
overland,  taking  with  them  three  yoke  of  oxen  and 
a  wagon.  They  carried  their  cooking  utensils  and 
provisions  and  lived  independently  of  hotels  and 
French  waiters.  He  was  inexperienced  in  teaming, 
and  when  he  arrived  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  he 
traded  his  team  for  a  tract  of  land  near  the  Wap- 
^  ,  sipinicon  River  and  located  there  temporarily. 
After  a  year  he  sold  the  property  thus  acquired, 
went  to  Tipton,  Cedar  County,  commenced  to 
practice,  and  continued  there  for  four  years  with 
good  success.  In  1854  he  removed  to  Scott  County 
and  settled  in  Dixon,  which  was  then  a  young  and 
growing  town,  and  where  he  remained  three  years. 
Then,  in  order  to  give  his  children  the  advantages 
of  a  good  school,  he  came  to  Mt.  Vernon. 

At  this  time  the  notes  of  war  began  to  resound 
through  the  land,  and  Dr.  Witter  proffered  his 
services  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He 
was  at  once  commissioned  as  Surgeon  of  the 
famous  7th  Iowa  Infantry.  Through  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  Missouri  he  passed  many  trying  ordeals, 


and  especially  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  [ 
of  Belmont;  nor  did  he  leave  his  charge  while  1 
showers  of  balls  compelled  him  to  choose  between 
the  prospect  of  life  or  death.  He  was  subsequently 
appointed  Post  Surgeon,  and  a  little  later  Brigade 
Surgeon  of  Louman’s  Brigade,  in  Gen.  Wallace’s  j} 
Division.  In  the  battles  of  Fts.  Henry  and  Don- 
elson,  this  brigade  was  in  the  hottest  of  the  conflict, 
and  nowhere  was  greater  courage  displayed  than 
in  the  conduct  of  Surgeon  Witter,  although  he  had 
arisen  from  a  sick  bed  to  take  part  in  these  battles. 
He  was  on  duty  night  and  day  for  the  period  of 
four  days  and  nights,  during  which  he  had  no  rest, 
and,  becoming  completely  exhausted,  was  sent 
home  on  a  furlough,  where  he  yielded  up  his  life, 
March  13,  1862,  ten  days  later. 

Dr.  Witter  was  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  this  State.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legislat¬ 
ure  from  Tipton  in  1851,  and  four  years  later  was 
chosen  to  represent  Scott  County  in  the  General 
Assembly.  At  this  term  he  presented  a  bill  for 
the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic,  as  he  had  also 
done  at  previous  sessions.  In  1860  he  was  elected 
to  represent  Linn  County,  and  served  two  extra 
sessions  besides  the  three  regular  sessions.  He  was 
a  natural  orator,  and  stumped  the  county,  district 
and  State  on  various  occasions,  doing  excellent 
service  in  the  various  causes  which  he  represented. 
He  was  an  Abolitionist  and  a  temperance  man,  and 
labored  earnestly  for  the  advancement  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  he  believed  would  aid  the  cause  of 
justice  and  right.  He  was  also  greatly  interested 
in  educational  matters,  and  aided  every  new  enter¬ 
prise  which  tended  toward  the  cultivation  of  the 
heart  and  intellect.  He  was  Trustee  of  the  State 
University  of  Iowa  City. 

Dr.  Witter  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to 
Miss  Mary  Anne  Burr,  which  union  was  celebrated 
Jan.  24,  1830.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Harris- 
ville,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  born  May  18, 

1814.  She  departed  this  life  Oct  31,  1843.  She 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  which  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  He  was  the  second  time  married,  Aug.  28, 
1849,  to  Miss  Jerusha  Melsen.  She  was  a  native 
of  Suffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  born  March  13, 

1815,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Rowena 
(Stiles)  Melsen,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
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i-hnsette  respectively.  By  this  latter  marriage  there 
were  four  children  born:  Mary  A.  B.,  Principal 
of  the  High  School  at  Denver,  Col.;  Emma  Cox, 
living  in  Itichland,  Iowa;  Franklin  Eberle,  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Mrs.  Clara  J.  Houser, 
a  resident  of  Mt.  Vernon.  Mrs.  Witter  still  oc¬ 
cupies  the  old  homestead. 

The  character  of  Dr.  Witter  presented  the  happy 
combination  of  great  refinement  of  mind,  and  the 
practical  adaptation  of  the  qualities  which  enabled 
him  to  carry  on  his  life  pursuits  with  dignity  and 
honor,  and  at  the  same  time  made  him  financially 
successful  and  a  favorite  with  the  common  people. 
He  was  never  too  proud  to  listen  to  a  tale  of  dis¬ 
tress,  and  no  one  turned  from  him  without  sub¬ 
stantial  aid  and  sympathy.  Mentally,  morally  and 
physically  he  was  a  model  man.  He  will  be  affec¬ 
tionately  remembered  in  his  community  long  after 
those  who  knew  him  the  most  intimately  ha\  e 
passed  away. 


lie  remained  with  the  expedition  until  Lee’s  first 


II ARLES  II.  FRENCH,  a  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  business  man  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born 
Nov.  9,  1842,  at  Binghamton,  Brown  County.  lie 
is  the  son  of  Franklin  and  Phoebe  (Lamore)  trench. 
His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  Jan. 
29,  1S04,  moved  to  Binghamton  in  1814,  and  was 
married  March  28,  18:54.  Charles  went  through 
with  the  usual  experience  of  farmers’  boys,  alternat¬ 
ion-  the  lighter  duties  of  the  homestead  with  at- 
tendance  at  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  fif¬ 
teen,  being  ambitious  to  do  something  for  himself, 
he  became  employed  for  a  year  in  a  nursery,  and 
afterward  took  a  clerkship  in  a  jewelry  store  in 
Binghamton,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1801.  He  was  then  seventeen  years  of  age  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  questions  which  were 
then  being  agitated  between  the  North  and  South, 
and  which  had  already  precipitated  the  conflict  of 
war.  He  determined  to  enter  the  ranks  as  a  soldier, 
and  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  89th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Yol. 
Inf.,  which  was  assigned  to  the  9th  Corps  (Burn¬ 
side’s),  and  joined  the  expedition  at  Annapolis, 
Md.,  the  first  engagement  being  at  Camden,  N.  C. 


invasion  of  Maryland,  and  participated  in  the  bat¬ 


tles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  From  that 


point  he  went  with  his  regiment  to  Fredericksburg, 
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his  being  among  one  of  the  first  regiments  to  entei 
the  city  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  main  army. 

The  first  regiment  obtained  entrance  in  small  boats 
and  the  army  came  in  on  pontoon  bridges.  After 
leaving  Fredericksburg,  his  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Gen.  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  where 
they  were  besieged  by  Gen.  Longstreet,  and  Mr. 
French,  with  200  others,  was  detailed  to  capture  a 
rebel  battery  which  had  been  blockading  the  river. 
They  succeeded  admirably,  taking  200  prisoners, 
twelve  guns  and  twenty -five  tons  of  fixed  ammuni¬ 
tion.  They  were  then  sent  to  Gen.  Gilmore,  com¬ 
manding  at  Charleston  Harbor,  where  they  remained 
until  after  the  capture  of  Fts.  Sumter  and  Moul¬ 
trie;  thence  they  were  assigned  to  Gen.  Butler’s 
command  on  the  James  River,  where  they  partici¬ 
pated  in  several  battles,  the  principal  ones  being 
Drury’s  Bluff  and  Chapin’s  Farm. 

During  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  a  detachment 
under  command  of  Gen. Geddes  succeeded  in  cutting 
Lee’s  communications  at  Hanover  Court  House,  and 
destroying  the  railroad  connections.  With  his  regi¬ 
ment  Mr.  French  was  then  assigned  to  the  1 8th  Corps 
under  Gen.  Smith,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  having  joined  Grant’s  army  at  that  point, 
thence  the  1 8th  Corps  was  sent  to  Petersburg,  where 
'  it  took  the  first  line  of  defense.  They  remained 
in  trenches  before  Petersburg  until  the  expiration 
of  time  of  service,  and  Mr.  French  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  every  engagement  which  took 
place.  He  was  mustered  out  at  City  Point,  Va., 
Oct.  24,  1864,  by  Adjt.  John  Shephard,  and  imme¬ 
diately  returned  home. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  French  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  fall  of  1865. 

He  then  went  to  Newark,  Kendall  Co.,  Ill.,  and 
having  learned  the  art  of  dentistry,  opened  an 
office  there  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  1 
was  married,  Dec.  13,  1866,  to  Miss  Julia  A 


Math,  daughter  of  S.  McMath,  a  miller  and  manu¬ 


facturer,  and  has  three  children :  Jessie  D.  was  born 


Aug.  24,  1869;  Harry,  Jan.  15,1872;  Irving,  Oct 


17,  1875.  The  two  oldest  were  born  in  Kendall 
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County  and  the  youngest  in  Wyoming,  Stark  Co.. 

111.,  he  having  removed  to  that  point  in  1872,  and 
became  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  continuing 
there  for  a  few  years  following,  when  he  removed 
to  Rantoul,  Ill.,  and  remained  there  until  1880, 
when  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  George  E.  Wheeler,  with  whom 
he  continued  in  business  for  three  years,  and  then 
entered  into  the  existing  partnership. 

The  father  of  our  subject  had  been  twice  married 
before  his  union  with  the  mother  of  Charles  If.,  and 
he  was  the  youngest  of  six  children  of  his  father’s 
family,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time. 
Henry  A. is  a  farmer  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  John 
C.,  a  photographer  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ;  William 

11.,  a  practicing  physician  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  French  has  always  been  a  solid  Republican. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Cres¬ 
cent  Lodge  No.  25,  Trowel  Chapter,  Apollo  Com- 
mandery  No.  26. 

The  business  of  Mr.  French  is  located  at  No.  62 
First  avenue,  and  residence  329  Second  avenue. 
He  is  a  first-class  business  man,  upright  and  honor¬ 
able  in  his  transactions,  and  carries  .on  one  of  the 
leading  houses  in  the  city.  He  is  a  great  favorite 
socially,  and  the  home  of  himself  and  his  wife  is  a 
pleasant  resort  for  the  cultured  people  with  whom 
they  enjoy  large  acquaintance. 


- 

RYILLE  N.  HULL.  Prominent  as  a  busi¬ 
ness  man,  respected  for  his  integrity  and 


straightforward  dealing  with  lifs  fellow-men 
and  a  gentleman  who  has  attained  success,  not  as  the 
recipient  of  a  legacy  but  through  individual  en¬ 
deavor,  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  banking  and 
real-estate  business  at  Nu.  21  First  street,  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  is  a  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  1., 
and  was  born  July  10,  1833,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Polly  (Burnham)  Hull,  natives  of 
Queensbury,  N.  A'. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel  Hull,  and 
his  wife,  Ruth  Barnum,  were  natives  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  where  they  were  united  in  marriage,  she  hav¬ 
ing  been  connected  with  the  family  of  P.  T.  Barnum. 
The  great-grandfather,  as  well  as  his-  wife,  Elinore, 
were  likewise  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  their  an- 


cesters  came  to  the  United  States  from  Hull,  En¬ 
gland,  soon  after  the  settlement  in  New  England. 
There  were  three  brothers  of  them,  of  whom  two 
settled  in  Connecticut,  and  one  in  Virginia,  and 
from  these  three  brothers  sprang  the  Hull  family  in 
the  United  States.  The  great-grandfather  of  our 


subject,  on  the  mother’s  side,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  the  farm  that  has  been  in 
the  family  for  five  generations,  was  received  from 
the  Government  by  him  for  services  rendered  dur¬ 
ing  that  never-to-be-forgotten  struggle. 

Our  father’s  subject  was  born  in  May,  1795,  and 
his  wife  in  April  of  the  same  year.  He  died  in 
1867,  and  she  in  1874,  they  having  lived  most  of 
their  lives  on  the  Hull  estate  in  Queensbury,  but  the 
latter  portion  of  their  lives  they  passed  on  the 
Burnham  farm  that  has  also  been  in  the  family  for 
five  generations.  Their  children  were  seven  in  num- 
her,  and  five  are  yet  living :  W.  L.  is  a  farmer  of 
Anderson  County,  Kan.;  Nelson  is  also  a  farmer, 
and  is  living  in  Hubbard  County,  Iowa;  Leonard 
D.  lives  on  the  Burnham  estate  in  Queensbury,  N. 
Y. ;  Orange  is  living  at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
other  surviving  child  is  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Orville  N.  Hull  lived  with-  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-four  years  old,  receiving  the  advant¬ 
ages  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  and  also 
academical  instruction.  While  attending  the  Aca¬ 
demy  at  Glens  Falls,  he  walked  four  miles  to  and 
from  the  school.  He  afterward  graduated  from  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Albany,  N. 
Y.  Leaving  school  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Colton  Village,  N.  Y.,  and  was  thus  em 
ployed  for  about  eleven  years,  meeting  with  par¬ 
tial  success.  In  1873  he  came  to  this  county,  and 
located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  engaged  in  real-estate, 
and  subsequently  added  banking.  Previous  to  his 
coming  to  this  city,  and  while  a  merchant  at  Colton, 
he  was  twice  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1880 
he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  since  a 
resident  of  that  city,  has  been  wide-awake  and 
always  found  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  all 
enterprises  which  have  calculated  to  improve  the 
place.  He  has  laid  out  ten  additions  to  that  cit}r, 
and  has  built  some  300  houses  there.  He  has  also 
been  indirectly  connected  with  mercantile  pursuits 
ever  since  he  first  came  here. 


I 


ejgggija 


LXw,  p»ummm>mmmumxM 

:  it/’*  i  >" .  --  ~t  'rz  j 


Ejllljy  ?rx»  iii  nmirmnrmiixaxij| 


r&nrtwiixxnraxnnnir 


UUII 1  till  I&lll 


nnimiMuiiiiniJJ'un 


[iiiitiiiiiVrixiriixii  1 1  nxir  I 

LINN  COUNTY. 


ixrcrnicnxnz 


: 

i  irirxliritxxxtrrinntrTiritxixtioH  . 


0 


In  addition  to  his  interest  at  Cedar  Rapids  and 
in  this  county,  Mr.  Hull  has  operated  quite  exten¬ 
sively  in  Minneapolis  and  Florida.  lie  has  spent 
six  winters  in  the  latter  State,  and  has  set  out  .30,000 
orange  trees  on  his  orangeries,  costing  for  the  set¬ 
ting  out  and  cultivating,  §75,000.  Ilis  oiauge 
grove  in  Florida  consists  of  eighty -seven  acres,  and 
contains  0,000  trees,  the  major  portion  of  them  bear¬ 
ing  and  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Hull  has  also 
disposed  of  orange  groves,  receiving  at  different 
times  some  §50,000.  In  1885  Mr.  Hull  made  an  in¬ 
vestment  of  §10,000  in  I)es  Moines  suburban  prop¬ 
erty,  purchasing  120  acres  joining  the  city,  and 
laying  it  out  in  city  lots,  lie  is  a  stock-holder  of 
the  Merchant’s  National  Bank,  Cedar  Rapids,  in  fact 
was  one  of  the  original  stock-holders,  and  at  pies- 
ent  owns  one-tenth  of  the  stock,  and  is  also  owner 
of  the  Real-Estate  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  a 
stock-holder  in  Capital  City  Bank,  lies  Moines.  In 
addition  to  his  interests  already  enumerated,  Mr. 
Hull  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Woolen-Mills  and 
Water  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  mon¬ 
eyed  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  as  well  as  one  of  her 
prominent  and  most  respected  citizens. 

Orville  N.  Hull  was  married  in  18G4,  to  Miss  S. 
Louisa  Adams,  a  native  of  Parishville,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (Reddington) 
Adams,  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  In 
politics  our  subject  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
is  a  Knight  Templar.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  he  is  Elder  of  the  same. 


OIIN  R.  BAKER,  dealer  in  hides,  tallow, 
wool,  rags,  and  scrap-iron  at  No.  16  North 
First  street,  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June  26, 1847. 
He  is  a  son  of  Horace  and  Sophronia  (Wells)  Baker, 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  farmer,  and  continued  that  business  through 
life.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
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Church,  in  which  denomination  he  held  the  office 
of  Deacon  for  forty  years.  The  father  departed 
this  life  in  18G5,  and  the  mother  followed  him  to 
the  home  beyond  in  1886.  They  were  the  parents 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  now 
living:  Erastus,  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  N. 

Y.,  is  a  contractor  and  builder;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Bull,  is  residing  in  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.;  Hor¬ 
ace  is  a  resident  of  Watertown,  M  is.,  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  business; 
Maria,  now  Mrs.  Cleveland,  is  living  at  Sheldon, 
Neb.,  and  John  R.,  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  until. he  was  eight¬ 
een  years  old,  assisting  his  father  in  his  labors  and 
during  which  time  he  attended  the  Seminary  for 
four  years.  After  leaving  the  parental  roof-tree, 
he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Clinton  in  1865. 
He  remained  at  this  place  one  year,  working  in  a 
hardware  store,  and  then  returned  to  his  home, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1867  he  once 
more  found  his  way  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Clinton, 
where  he  remained  eleven  years.  Of  this  time, 
four  years  were  spent  in  traveling  as  a  salesman, 
and  during  the  other  seven  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  leather,  saddlery,  and  hardware  business.  In 
1878  he  sold  out  his  business  at  Clinton  and  came 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  two  years  previous,  he  had 
established  a  branch  store,  and  which  he  since  con¬ 
ducted,  employing  ten  girls  and  six  men,  two  of 
whom  are  kept  on  the  road  in  the  interest  of  the 
trade.  His  goods  are  shipped  to  the  manufacturers 
in  the  Eastern  States.  Mr.  Baker  purchased  the  prop¬ 
erty  where  he  is  now  located  in  1882.  The  building 
is  20x140  feet  in  dimensions,  and  consists  of  three 
stories  and  a  basement.  He  also  has  a  warehouse 
on  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  which  is  40x70  feet.  His 
house  is  the  only  one  engaged  in  the  rag  business 
in  the  city,  and  handles  more  hides  than  any  other 
house  in  Cedar  Rapids,  doing  a  business  of  over 
§100,000  per  year.  His  residence  is  at  No.  352 
First  street,  West  side. 

In  1871  Mr.  Baker  was  married  to  Miss  Louise 
Ryan,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  daughter  of 
Henry  Ryan,  of  Medina,  N.  Y.  Of  their  union  : 
two  children  have  been  born — Annie  L.  and  John 
R,  Politically  Mr.  Baker  is  a  Democrat,  and  so-  £ 


r1  r*  r*  r*r*  PirliW 


.v'v^/sk 


cr - - uuJ : — _ — - - - - - 1 : _ , _ 

REsmcNCEor  Allred  Bu^en  bark.  5ec.,20..Linn  Township,  l 


Residence  or  DeWitt  C  Wilson  ,  5cc.l2  Brown  Township. 


-  -  -  -  -  -  _  -  _ 


Residence  or  Wi  lli am  Paul, Sec. 9.  Linn  Township 


Residence  or  L.G.  Booth  ,  Sec.  10., CollegeTownsh  i p. 


: :  ciallj'  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
'b-  A.  O.  U.  AY.  He  is  literally  a  self-made  man,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 


OHN  AY.  MORRISON,  of  Lisbon,  represents 
one  of  the  leading  insurance  companies  in 
the  State,  the  Farmer’s  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
operates  in  Linn,  Cedar  and  Jones  Counties, 
H  besides  being  general  agent  of  several  other  com¬ 
panies.  He  has  had  a  large  experience  in  the  in¬ 
tricacies  of  this  business,  and  is  performing  his 
duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  He  is  a  native  of  Rutland  County,  AT., 
born  in  Wallingford,  Nov.  14,  1831.  His  father, 
Samuel  Morrison,  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
born  in  Henniker,  Merrimack  County,  where  he  was 
reared  and  grew  to  manhood.  Samuel  Morrison’s 
father  was  a  farmer  b3T  occupation,  and  when  a 
young  man  Samuel  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 
a  wood  turner.  AY  lieu  about  thirty  3'ears  of  age 
he  removed  from  his  native  town  to  Danb3T,  and 
purchased  a  turning  shop  and  also  cultivated  some 
land  which  he  had  in  the  meantime  become  pos¬ 
sessed  of.  In  addition  to  this  he  kept  a  groceiy- 
store,  and  the  three  businesses  combined  occupied 
all  his  time  and  energies  for  six  or  seven  3Tears, 
when  he  sold  out,  removed  to  AYallingford  and 
purchased  a  farm  and  sawmill  on  Otter  Creek.  He 
operated  the  sawmill,  and  farmed  until  1843,  then 
disposed  of  these  interests  and  returned  to  Danby. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Washington  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Candice  Hiatt,  at  Battenville. 
He  died  at  the  good  old  age  pf  eighty-seven  3rears, 
seven  months  and  seventeen  days.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Rachel  Boyce,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  Her  decease  occurred  in  1847. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living:  Isaiah  lives  in  Springdale,  Iowa, 
as  also  does  AYilliam  B. ;  Daniel  lives  in  Mauston, 
AVis. ;  Candice  is  the  widow  of  Elijah  Hiatt,  and 
lives  at  Battenville,  N.  Y. ;  Margaret,  the  widow  of 
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Mr.  Soule,  lives  in  Tomah,  Monroe 
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Eliza,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Carter,  lives  near  Detroit, 
Mich. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  bo3rhood  da3’S,  and  when  he  was  of 
suitable  size,  assisted  his  father  oh  the  farm  and  in 
the  mill.  At  fourteen  3Tears  of  age  he  was  engaged 
in  the  store  of  his  brother-in-law,  two  years,  and 
then  started  out  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  com- 
pany  at  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  carrying  samples  of 
gloves  and  mittens  for  thirteen  3Tears,  and  during 
which  time  he  traveled  over  seventeen  different 
States.  In  the  spring  of  1860  he  went  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Wilton,  Monroe 
County,  which  he  carried  on  for  one  year,  and  then 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  removing  to  Iowa.  He 
made  his  first  location  in  Springdale,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  a  time,  then  removed  to  Tipton,  and 
finally  came  into  Linn  County  in  1878,  since  which  # 
time  Lisbon  has  been  his  home.  , 

The  first  experience  of  Mr.  Morrison  in  the  in¬ 
surance  business  was  in  1861,  when  he  became 
agent  for  the  Farmer’s  Insurance  Company  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids.  He  has  rapidly  enlarged  his  territory, 
and  now  represents  the  following  companies :  The 
Home,  New  York ;  the  Insurance  Compaity,  of 
North  America,  Philadelphia  (which  is  the  oldest 
compaity  in  the  Union) ;  the  Hartford,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn. ;  the  Dwelling  House,  of  Boston, 
the  Home  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  the  Germaity, 
of  Freeport,  Ill. 

The  marriage  of  John  AAY  Morrison  and  Miss 
Emily  M.  Belden  was  celebrated  Dec.  6,  1852. 
Mrs.  Morrison  was  a  native  of  Gloversville,  Ful¬ 
ton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  Feb.  24,  1832.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Erastus  Belden,  and  by  her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Morrison  became  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Ida,  the  wife  of  J.  G.  McCullough,  an 
attorney-at-law  at  Eagle  Grove.  Iowa;  Ella,  the 
wife  of  Frank  Plometaugh,  a  sheep  and  stock¬ 
breeder  of  Colorado,  who  owns  a  ranch  there; 
Ernest  LeRo3T  is  associated  with  his  father  in  busi¬ 
ness.  Mrs.  Entity  M.  Morrison  departed  this  life 
Feb.  3,  1873. 

* 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
Dec.  13,  1879,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mrs. 
Rachel  E.  (AATst)  AATlson.  She  was  born  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
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belli  West,  and  widow  of  Jackson  Wilson,  and  by 
him  became  the  mother  of  two  children — Welling¬ 
ton  W.,  who  lives  at  Lisbon,  and  Willie,  the  pub¬ 
lisher  of  a  paper  at  Newark,  Dak.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrison  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Mor¬ 
rison  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
he  was  caref  ully  trained  by  these  excellent  and  con¬ 
scientious  parents  to  habits  of  industry  and  fru¬ 
gality,  temperance,  and  all  those  qualities  which 
constitute  the  honest  man  and  good  citizen.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  has  done  honor  to 
his  early  teachings  and  thus  has  become  a  valued 
member  of  society.  1 1  is  business  is  conducted  in 
a  straightforward  manner,  and  he  has  gained  hosts 
of  friends  and  patrons  for  the  powerful  companies 
whose  interests  he  represents  so  faithfully  and  con¬ 
scientiously. 

IIANCIS  M.  SIIANKLIN,  a  prominent  res¬ 
ident  and  the  Postmaster  of  Viola,  came  to 
Linn  County  with  his  father  in  1852,  at 
that  time  being  a  young  man  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof  for  a  short 
season  and  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  a  year  in 
Franklin  Township.  He  was  possessed  of  some 
means  and,  returning  to  what  is  now  Maine  Town¬ 
ship,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
afterward  sold  at  a  good  profit.  He  soon  there¬ 
after  rented  the  farm  of  his  father  and  operated 
thus  for  seven  years,  in  the  meantime  making  a 
visit  to  Montana  Territory  in  company  with  two 
of  his  acquaintances,  Thomas  Rhoten  and  Joseph 
Kinney.  They  made  the  journey  with  ox-teams 
and  also  utilized  their  conveyance  by  hauling  some 
freight.  There  being  no  place  like  home,  at  the 
end  of  nine  months  he  turned  about,  and  leaving 
his  partners  behind,  retraced  his  steps  toward  the 
^vicinity  of  the  parental  roof. 

Being  of  an  adventurous  turn  of  mind,  he  soon 
thereafter  again  set  out  writh  a  company  of  eight 
;  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  Yellowstone  River. 

When  about  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth  they  found 
}  the  river  frozen  and  were  obliged  to  load 
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proceed  to  Ft.  Union,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yel¬ 
lowstone.  The  journey  was  very  slow  and  very 
tedious,  with  snow  on  the  ground  from  ten  inches 
to  two  feet  deep,  and  it  took  them  about  six  days. 
On  reaching  Ft.  Barthold,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Missouri  and  Yellowstone  Rivers,  they  found  the 
Missouri  River  open  and  secured  an  old  steamboat 
yawl,  and  six  of  the  party  started  down  the  river 
from  Ft.  Barthold.  When  half  way  down  the 
river,  ice  again  impeded  their  progress  and  they 
were  again  obliged  to  pack  on  their  backs  what¬ 
ever  they  could  carry  to  Ft.  Barthold.  As  may  be 
supposed,  they  were  very  much  fatigued  after  this 
experience,  and  after  resting  a  few  days  at  the  Fort, 
they  purchased  ponies  and  started  for  Ft.  Rice,  a 
distance  of  300  miles.  When  about  half  this  dis¬ 
tance  was  accomplished,  at  Painted  Wood  on  the 
Missouri,  the  party  was  captured  by  the  Sioux 
Indians,  with  whom  they  remained  for  the  space  of 
three  days,  and  were  released  through  the  interces¬ 
sion  of  Black  Tomahawk,  who  was  a  brother  of  the 
Sioux  Chief. 

After  this  trip,  so  rich  in  experience,  home 
seemed  doubly  attractive,  and  Mr.  Shanklin  re¬ 
turned  to  Linn  County  and  was  engaged  as  a 
carpenter  for  three  years,  which  business  he 
followed  until  the  fall  of.  1871,  when  the  adventur¬ 
ous  spirit  again  seized  him,  and  lie  set  out  for 
Kansas,  determining  now  to  locate  and  establish 
himself  permanently.  He  took  up  a  homestead 
claim  in  Jewell  County  and  remained  there  twelve 
years.  He  gave  this  project  an  excellent  trial,  but 
it  proved  unsatisfactory,  and  he  returned  to  Viola 
where  he  resumed  his  former  occupation,  and  con¬ 
tinued  it  until  November,  1885.  He  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  Postmaster  under  President  Cleveland, 
which  position  he  still  fills  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

Francis  M.  Shanklin  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  Nov.  16,  1832.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  his  father’s  farm.  His  parents  were  Joseph 
and  Amelia  (Jones)  Shanklin,  natives  of  Kentucky, 
where  they  were  reared  and  married,  whence  they 
removed  to  Indiana,  where  the  mother  died  in  the 
county  which  had  witnessed  the  birth  of  her  son. 
Subsequently  the  father  removed  from  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  to  Linn  Count}^,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of 
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1852,  settling  in  what  is  now  Maine  Township, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  spring  of  1878.  Ths  parents  of  our 
subject  were  blest  in  their  union  by  the  biith  of 
nine  children — Adelia,  Sarah  A.,  Elizabeth,  Emily , 
Francis  M.,  Mary,  Andrew  T„  Amelia  and  Lovina. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Francis  M.  Shanklin  and 
Miss  Mary  A.  Gillilan  was  celebrated  Nov.  14, 
1856,  in  Brown  Township.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Holloway)  Gillilan,  natives 
of  West  Virginia.  The  father  died  in  Brown 
Township  in  the  fall  of  1873,  and  the  mother  still 
survives.  The  household  band  was  completed  by 
the  birth  of  twelve  children,  of  which  the  wife  of 
our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  She 
is  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1835.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shanklin  of  this  notice  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children— Charles  S.,  Amelia  J., 
Millard,  Imelda  M.,  Minnie,  Eugene,  Elizabeth, 
Kyle  and  Ethel.  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  P.  B.  Patton 
and  resides  in  Jewell  County,  Kan. 

Mr.  Shanklin,  while  a  resident  of  Kansas,  held 
the  minor  offices  of  the  township  in  which  he  lived, 
being  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Trustee.  He  is  a 
member  of  Viola  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  Noble 
Grand  of  that  order.  Mrs.  Shanklin  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr.  S.  is  a 
sound  Democrat.  The  position  which  Mr.  Shank¬ 
lin  occupies  in  the  community  is  forcibly  indicative 
of  the  sentiments  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  the 
solid  men  of  his  community. 


IIILLIPP  OUDLER,  one  of  the  representa¬ 
tive  and  substantial  German  farmers  of 
Spring  Grove  Township,  is  occupying  a 
comfortable  homestead  on  section  7,  and 
enjoying  the  reward  of  persevering  industry.  He 
has  a  comfortable  home,  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
his  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  is  a  valued 

citizen  of  his  community. 

Phillipp  Oudler  was  born  in  what  is  now  Elsass, 
Germany,  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Rhine,  June 
7,  1832.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
when  a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  arriving  here  on  the 


8th  of  January,  1848,  and  landing  in  New  York 
City.  They  remained  in  New  York  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  May,  when  they  decided  to  go  to  Ohio,  and 
proceeded  thence  to  Tuscarawas  County  by7  canal. 
Mr.  Oudler,  at  that  early  age,  commenced  working 
out  by  the  month.  He  was  industrious  and  eco¬ 
nomical,  saved  his  money  and  found  friends.  In 
1854,  finding  that  he  would  probably  be  able  to 
support  a  family,  he  chose  for  himself  a  life  part¬ 
ner  in  the  person  of  Miss  Sallie  Sherretts,  a  native 
of  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  but  of  German  ancestry, 
born  in  January,  1834.  The  result  of  this  union 
was  thirteen  children,  eight  sons  and  five  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  the  record  is  as  follows :  William  C.  mar¬ 
ried  Maria  Fairchild,  and  has  six  children ;  Albert 
Le  Royr  married  Miss  Kate  Schaferer,  and  they  ha\  e 
three  children;  Malinda  C.  became  the  wife  of  John 
Z.  Fairchild,  and  they  live  in  Nebraska;  Amanda 
M.  married  Ezra  Carson,  and  they  live  in  Spring 
Grove  Township ;  Ira  E.  married  Miss  Irena  V  eai  e ; 
Madison  M.,  John  V  .,  Cora  E.,  Rhoda  A.,  Philip 
H.  and  Frederick  P.  The  deceased  are  Lewis  Id. 
and  Ada  G.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Oudler  comprises  235  acres  of 
finely  cultivated  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
fine  dwelling-house  and  one  of  the  best  barns  in 
Linn  County,  with  an  8-foot  basement  that  will  ac¬ 
commodate  eight  horses  and  forty  head  of  cattle. 
He  came  to  Iowa  in  1864,  and  secured  his  present 
property  five  years  later.  He  has  improved  the 
land,  and  set  out  an  orchard  and  grove  of  forest 
trees.  It  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in  the 
county,  and  shows  upon  every  hand  the  thrift  and 
taste  of  its  proprietor.  In  addition  to  his  general 
farming  operations,  Mr.  Oudler  is  making  a  special¬ 
ty  of  breeding  Short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he  has  a 
herd  of  about  thirty-five  head.  The  chief  of  the 
herd  is  a  magnificent  animal  and  has  a  fine  pedi¬ 
gree,  and  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Oudler  at  a  high 
price.  He  has  also  eleven  head  of  horses,  and  a 
dairy  of  twenty-one  cows,  and  fifty  head  of  Poland- 
China  hogs.  All  his  stock  is  provided  for  in  the 
best  manner,  with  clean,  well-ventilated  stables  and 
ample  shelter  from  the  cold  of  winter  or  the  heat 
of  summer.  The  pen  for  his  hogs  is  especially  fine, 
comprising  an  area  30x32  feet  with  10-foot  posts. 
The  farm  is  finely  equipped  with  costly  implements 
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and  machinery,  which  are  given  shelter  in  a  building 
especially  erected  for  the  purpose,  14x20  feet  in 
dimensions.  In  connection  with  the  cereals  lie  is 
quite  extensively  cultivating  the  sugar-cane,  and 
thoroughly  understands  the  manufacture  of  sor¬ 
ghum. 

1  he  farm  is  well  laid  off  into  seven  divisions, 
surrounded  by  barb-wire  fence.  His  well  is  drilled 
140  feet  down,  over  which  is  an  imposing  wind¬ 
mill  sixty  feet  in  height. 

Mr.  Oudler  received  a  fair  education  in  his 
youth,  and  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities. 

1 1  is  habits  have  been  of  the  best  character.  He 
was  never  intoxicated  in  his  life,  and  has  never 
used  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  he  is  in  all  respects 
the  worthy  representative  of  an  honored  race  and  a 
most  worthy  nationality.  A  lithographic  view  of 
Mr.  Oudler’s  residence  appears  in  this  work. 


dLLIAM  A.  FULKERSON,  one  of  the 
skillful  architects  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio,  born  in  Bucyrus,  Crawford 
County,  Oct.  17,  1847.  His  parents  were  Joseph 
F.  and  Margaret  (Messinger)  Fulkerson,  natives  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  William 
A.  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  and 
is  the  only  one  living  in  this  State.  He  was  care¬ 
fully  reared  and  received  an  excellent  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  came  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1856  with  his  father’s  family,  making  the 
journey  overland  with  teams,  and  camping  and 
cooking  by  the  wayside.  The  trip  occupied  four 
weeks,  and  they  made  their  first  location  on  a  farm 
known  as  the  Biggs  Farm,  lying  between  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Marion.  They  only  remained  about 
six  months  in  Linn  County,  removing  thence  to 
Johnson  County,  locating  near  Iowa  City,  where 
they  remained  until  the  following  spring.  They 
then  returned  to  the  old  home  in  Ohio  by  way 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  Rivers.  The  winter  of 
1856-57  was  unusually  severe,  and  the  crops  of  the 
preceding  season  had  been  almost  a  total  failure, 
and  his  father’s  family,  in  common  with  many  oth¬ 
ers,  was  greatly  discouraged  and  returned  to  their 
old  home  in  Ohio.  They  took  only  three  of  the 


two  sisters  having  previous^ 


children  to  Iowa, 
moved  there. 

After  the  return  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  William  ; 
A.  attended  school  until  the  spring  of  1864,  and 
then  enlisted  in  Co.  E,  34th  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.,  and  be¬ 
came  connected  with  Dnft'ay’s  Brigade,  named  after  - 
his  commander,  a  French  officer.  This  formed  a  part 
of  the  8th  Army  Corps,  and  it  participated  in  the 
following  engagements:  Lloyd’s  Mountain,  New-  jj 
burn  Bridge,  Martihsburg,  Va.,  and  the  two  battles  ;  I 
at  AY  inchester,  July  24  and  September  19,  and  on  his 
seventeenth  birthday,  our  subject  celebrated  the  2 
occasion  by  being  present  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  3  } 
Creek,  to  which  Sheridan  made  his  famous  ride.  } 
He  also  participated  in  several  minor  engagments. :  \ 
On  the  11th  of  the  following  January,  the  rebel:  i 
General  Rosseau  surprised  the  Union  outposts  at-]. 
Beverly,  Va.,  and  captured  the  regiment  of  which 
Mr.  Fulkerson  was  a  member  and  also  the  8th  Ohio  1 
Cavalry,  both  being  stationed  at  that  point.  Our 
soldier,  however,  with  about  a  hundred  others,  [ 
made  his  escape  in  the  darkness,  and  traveling  some 
forty  miles,  came  out  at  the  village  of  Philippi, :: 
near  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  where  they  lay  for  several 
weeks  and  were  then  ordered  to  Cumberland,  Md., 
where  they  went  into  winter  quarters.  On  account 
of  the  regiment  being  so  cut  up,  orders  were  given 
to  consolidate  the  34th  and  36th  Ohio,  they  having- 
lost  all  their  officers  above  a  Sergeant.  The  con¬ 
solidation  was  known  as  the  36th  Ohio.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  spring  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Win- 
chester,  Va.,  where  they  were  located  when  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  They  were  shortly 
afterward  ordered  to  Staunton,  Va.,  to  establish 
civil  law  and  protect  the  people.  The  war  then 
having  ended  by  the  surrender  of  Lee,  they  were 
ordered  to  Wheeling,  Va.,  whence  they  proceeded 
to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  were  mustered  out  of  serv¬ 
ice  July  27,  1865. 

Mr.  Fulkerson  did  not  engage  in  active  labor  un¬ 
til  the  following  spring  after  his  return  from  the 
army.  He  then  became  interested  in  buildinff  and 
contracting  and  the  other  finer  branches  of  this  de¬ 
partment  of  business,  and  is  now  considered  an  ex¬ 
pert  as  an  architect  and  builder.  Mr.  Fulkerson 
was  married,  May  4,  1869,  to  Miss  Maggie,  the 
daughter  of  AYilliam  Yant,  a  farmer  by  occupation 
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and  living  near  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  Two  years 
thereafter  the  young  couple  removed  to  Chicago, 
where  Mr.  F.  was  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  call¬ 
ing.  He  left  Chicago  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  it  being  just  twenty  years 
from  the  time  he  first  visited  the  county.  He  was 
hardly  prepared  for  the  changes  that  opened  up  be¬ 
fore  his  eyes,  and  he  found  a  fine  field  for  his  pro¬ 
jected  labors,  which  be  entered  upon  at  once  and  in 
which  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 
He  has  recently  been  chosen  (1886)  as  the  State 
architect  for  the  new  Soldier’s  Home  to  be  located 
at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  which  is  a  worthy  tribute 
to  his  skill  and  taste. 

Mr.  Fulkerson  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  During  his  residence  in  Cedar  Rapids 
he  has  been  for  six  years  in  succession  Alderman 
for  the  Sixth  Ward.  He  is  actively  interested  in 
every  measure  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
city,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-towns¬ 
men.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


fflAMES  M.  BARTLESON  of  Center  Point, 
Iowa,  occupies  a  responsible  position  with 
E.  B.  Alderman  <fe  Son,  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  farm  machinery  and  agricultural  imple¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Bartleson  is  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  Dec.  31,  1835.  His  parents 
were  Elijah  and  Esther  (Kerr)  Bartleson.  His 
father  was  a  stanch  old  Pennsylvanian  of  Irish  de¬ 
scent;  the  mother  was  descended  from  the  German. 
These  excellent  people  were  worthy  representatives 
of  their  respective  races,  possessing  all  those  quali¬ 
ties  of  truth,  honesty,  and  integrity,  which  are  the 
foundation  stones  of  good  citizenship,  and  upon 
which  this  nation  has  so  largely  builded  and  by 
which  it  has  become  so  great  and  prosperous. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  from  their 
native  State  to  Virginia  when  their  son  was  a  child 
of  one  year  old.  They  settled  in  Berkeley  County, 
and  there  the  life  of  the  father  terminated,  eight- 
een  years  later,  in  1853,  of  cholera.  The  mother, 
three  years  before,  in  1850,  had  passed  to  the  silent 
land.  The  year  succeeding  his  father’s  death  Mr. 


Bartleson  came  to  Louisa  Count}'.  Iowa,  settling  in 
Wapello.  He  remained  there  one  year,  then  came 
to  Marion,  remained  here  a  few  months  and  went 
thence  to  Center  Point.  He  remained  at  that  place 
until  1881,  employed  at  carpentering,  and  from 
1857  until  1879  he  was  engaged  in  general  mer¬ 
chandising.  In  the  winter  of  1880  and  1881  he 
was  clerking,  and  then  returning  to  Marion  entered 
upon  the  position  with  E.  B.  Alderman  &  Son, 
which  he  has  since  occupied. 

James  M.  Bartleson  was  married  at  Center 
Point.  Nov.  11.  1858.  His  bride  was  Miss  Amanda, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Marilda  Carr,  natives  of 
Tuscarawas  County.  Ohio.  Two  children  completed 
the  family  circle,  both  daughters:  Ida.  now  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Lavell  of  Center  Point,  and 
Emma,  who  married  Allen  Dunbar,  a  merchant  of 
Center  Point;  one  son,  named  John,  died  in  his 
seventh  year. 

John  Carr,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bartleson,  is  now 
deceased:  Mrs.  Carr,  his  wife,  lives  with  her  son- 
in-law,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  family  comprising  this  pleasant  household 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  the  community. 
They  are  people  of  taste  and  refinement,  and  are 
doing  their  full  share  toward  the  intellectual  and 
moral  growth  of  the  community,  and  form  impor¬ 
tant  factors  in  the  building  up  and  maintenance  of 
morality  and  good  order. 

Mrs.  Bartleson  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Politically  Mr.  B.  is  a  reliable 
Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  of  Iowa. 
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dents  of  the  thriving  little  city  of  Spring- 
ville,  who  are  enabled  to  retire  from  active 
labor  and  spend  the  sunset  of  life  in  peace  and 
quiet,  is  the  subject  of  this  personal  sketch.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Gordon  of  this  notice  were  John 
and  Sarah  (Smith)  Gordon,  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  died  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and 
the  mother  in  Muskingum  County,  that  State.  The 
issue  of  their  union  was  five  children,  named. 
Sarah  A.,  Samuel,  Charles  S.,  Naomi  and  Jane. 
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The  record  of  the  Smith  family  is  as  follows: 
Thomas  Smith,  the  oldest  ancestor  now  known, 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  his  wife,  Naomia  AY  hit- 
acre,  in  England.  Their  children  were  Thomas, 
Henry,  Samuel,  William,  George,  Abraham,  Benja¬ 
min,  Naomia,  Hannah  and  Mary.  The  boys  were 
all  respectable  and  wealthy  except  Benjamin. 
Hannah  married  well,  but  the  other  girls  very  poorly. 
Samuel  married  Sarah  Bishop,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Margaret  (Strokes)  Bishop,  and  both  were 
from  Virginia;  their  eight  children  were,  Robert, 
Thomas,  Jacob,  Stephen,  Hannah,  Ruth,  Margaret 
and  Polly.  The  sons  were  all  intelligent  and 
wealthy  except  Stephen,  who  was  very  poor  and 
simple ;  he  married  Naomia  Smith.  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Smith  had  ten  children — Thomas,  Samuel, 
Naomia,  Elizabeth,  Anna,  Sarah,  Delilah,  Edith, 
Lavina  and  Phoebe.  Thomas  married  Nancy 
James,  his  cousin;  their  children  were,  Evan,  Sam¬ 
uel,  James,  Thomas,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Elizabeth  and 
Rachel.  Samuel  joined  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony 
with  Elizabeth  Bear;  their  children  were,  Maria, 
Spencer,  Martin,  Rebecca,  Curtis,  Milo,  Belle,  Eras- 
tus,  Harrison,  George  and  Roxanna.  Naomia  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Webb;  they  raised  a  large  family  in 
affluence;  their  children  were,  Samuel,  John,  Will¬ 
iam,  Smith,  Joseph,  Asa,  Isaac,  Washington,  David, 
Sarah,  Edith,  Ellen  and  Anna.  Elizabeth  married 
Thomas  Pugh,  a  minister,  and  they  had  one  son, 
John  Wesley,  and  four  daughters — Sarah,  Jane, 
Lavinia  Phoebe  and  Mary.  Anna  married  R.  Pat¬ 
ton;  they  had  Sarah,  Hester  and  Robert.  The 
father  was  killed  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  widow 
then  married  Isaac  Dutton ;  the  children  born  of  this 
union  were  Lydia,  Asa,  William,  Maria,  Isace, 
Hannah,  Harriet  and  Matilda.  Sarah  married  John 
Gordon;  their  children  were,  Sarah  Ann,  Samuel, 
Charles,  Naomia,  Jane,  Rachel  and  Abigail.  De¬ 
lilah  married  Hopewell  Jewell;  they  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren.  Edith’s  children  were  Lewis  and  Joel.  La¬ 
vina  married  Solomon  Welsh;  they  had  Emily, 
Martha,  Whitacer,  Prestley  and  Lavina.  Phoebe 
married  Samuel  Flitcraft;  their  children  were  Eliz¬ 
abeth.  Maria,  Sarah,  Hope,  Harriet,  Emily,  Anna 
and  Eliza  Jane. 

Charles  S.  Gordon  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  March  29,  1818.  Y\rhen  about  ten 
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years  of  age  he  removed  to  Delaware  County,  that  : 
State,  thence  to  Muskingum  County,  and  there 
lived  until  1855.  In  September  of  that  year  he 
left  his  native  State  to  seek  a  permanent  home  in  : 
the  productive  land  west  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  a 
Coming  to  this  county,  he  located  at  Mt.  Vernon,  a 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  fall  of  1864. 

M !-  I 

Prior  to  leaving  his  native  State,  lie  had  mastered 
the  mason’s  trade,  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  : 
of  three  years,  and  on  locating  at  Mt.  Vernon,  he  r: 
followed  the  same  until  the  time  stated,  lie  did 
the  plastering  for  Cornell  College,  and  also  a  major 
portion  of  all  work  that  was  done  in  that  line  in 
Mt.  Vernon,  until  the  fall  of  1864.  He  then  pi 
chased  a  farm  in  Brown  Township  on  which  he  lo-  l 
cated,  and  lived  and  labored  until  1885. 

During  the  year  last  named  our  subject  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Springville,  since  which  time 
he  has  continued  to  live  a  retired  life.  He  was 
married  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1842,  to 
Rachel  A.,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Catherine  8.  (Mil¬ 
ler)  Arment,  natives  of  Delaware.  Her  father  died 
in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  after  his  demise 


his  good  wife  came  to  this  county,  and  spent  her 
remaining  days  on  earth  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Gordon.  Twelve  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  and  the  names  given  them  were,  Mary  E., 
Milton,  John,  Rachel  A.,  Maria  J.,  Miller,  Isaac 
N.,  Phoebe  C.,  William  D.,  Sarah  A.,  Hannah  E. 
-and  Emeline.  Rachel  A.,  Mrs.  Gordon,  was  born 
in  Wilmington,  Del..  Sept.  29,  1823,  and  of  her 
union  with  our  subject  eleven  children  have  been 
born  and  named,  Samantha  J.,  Levi  8.,  Cornelius 
D.,  Sarah  C.,  Frances  C.,  Eva  8.,  Charlie  E.,  Anna 
B.,  Mary  E.,  Milo  E.  and  Alice  D.  Samantha  J. 
and  Levi  8.  died  in  infancy;  Cornelius  departed 
this  life  in  Brown  Township,  April  26,  1869,  aged 
twenty-one  years.  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Jordan,  a  resident  of  Greene  County,  Iowa;  Fran¬ 
ces  C.  was  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Tathwell,  and  died  in 
Linn  Township,  June  21, 1870,  aged  nineteen  years; 
Eva  8.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Oscar  White 
and  they  are  living  in  Webster  County,  Iowa; 
Charlie  F.  married  Rebecca  Dunlap,  and  is  a  farmer 
of  Bertram  Township;  Anna  B.  is  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  II.  Curtis,  and  they  are  living  in  Tama  County, 
this  State;  Mary  E.  married  Felix  Meyer;  they  re- 
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side  in  Greene  County,  Iowa.  Milo  E.  and  Alice 
D.  are  living  with  the  old  folk.  Mr.  Gordon  has 
held  many  of  the  minor  offices  of  this  township, 
and  is  popular  as  well  as  respected  for  his  sterling 
traits  of  character,  and  for  his  straightforward  and 
manly  dealings  with  hiS  fellow-man.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  pol¬ 
itics  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


HARLES  E.  PUTNAM,  Cashier  of  the  Mer¬ 
chant’s  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
native  of  the  old  Granite  State,  born  in 
Nassau,  N.  H.,  July  10,  1839.  He  is  of  English  an¬ 
cestry,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Joseph  Put¬ 
nam,  a  brother  of  Gen.  Putnam.  Gideon  Putnam, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  married,  in  182:2,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Rice,  of  old  Puritan  stock. 

Charles  E.  Putnam  came  West  when  a  lad  of  fif¬ 
teen  years,  and  engaged  for  the  winter  of  1854-55 
as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Cedar  Rapids.  In  April. 
1855,  he  went  with  a  party  to  Kossuth  County,  and 
hj  spent  three  years  in  hunting  throughout  the  North¬ 
western  part  of  the  State,  which  was  still  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Indians.  In  the  summer  of  1858  he 
returned  to  this  county  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school  and  attending  college  until  the  fall  of  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  13th  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  and  soon  aft¬ 
erward  was  promoted  First  Lieutenant,  and  in 
March,  1863,  Captain.  In  October,  1863,  Capt. 
Putnam  was  made  General  Judge  Advocate  for 
the  district  of  Vicksburg,  then  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Maj.-Gen.  McPherson,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  March,  1864,  when  he  returned 
home  on  veteran  furlough.  In  May,  1864,  Capt. 
Putnam  was  detailed  by  the  War  Department  as 
mustering  officer,  and  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  17th  Army  Corps,  serving  on  the 
staff  of  Maj.-Gens.  W.  Q.  Gresham,  Giles  A.  Smith, 
and  W.  W.  Belknap,  in  that  capacity  until  he  was 
mustered  out,  Nov.  2,  1864. 

After  the  close  of  his  military  career  Capt.  Put¬ 
nam  located  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  one 
year,  and  then,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  came  to  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 


until  his  election  as  County  Recorder,  in  the  fall  of 
1872.  To  this  office  he  was  re-elected  three  times 
by  increased  majorities.  At  the  organization  of 
the  Merchant’s  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  in 
April,  1881.  Capt.  Putnam  was  elected  Cashier,  f 
in  which  position  he  has  remained  until  the  present  | 
time.  The  bank  has  met  with  steady  success,  and  f 
now  ranks  among  the  leading  financial  institutions 
of  the  State. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  married,  March 
29,  1864,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Fawcett,  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  of  Quaker  parentage.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  two  children — Frank  H.  and  Carrie 
E.  They  occupy  a  handsome  home  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Capt.  Putnam  is  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics  and  attends  the  Congregational 
Church,  of  which  his  wife  and  daughters  are  mem¬ 
bers. 

. 

S.  ANDERSON,  Justice  of  the  Peace  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  one  of  her  most  respect¬ 
ed  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In 
the  }rear  1834  he  was  born  to  his  parents, 
James  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Anderson,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  His  father 
followed  the  business  of  a  wheelwright,  and  died  in 
the  year  1845.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  lived  until  1867.  To  them  were  born  a  family 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  J. 
S.,  the  second;  Rose,  now  Mrs.  Cowel,  a  resident  of 
Washington  Territory ;  and  James  A.,  also  living 
in  said  Territory. 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  where  he  lived  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  receiving  a  good  practical 
education.  He  came  with  the  family  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1853.  He  then  spent  two  years  at  school 
at  Mt.  Vernon.  In  the  year  1860  he  went  to  Col¬ 
orado  and  engaged  in  the  stock  business  for  the 
following  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids  and  was  connected  with  the  army.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  carried  on  a  fairly 
successful  business  for  the  next  live  years.  4  he 
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next  two  years  were  occupied  in  the  school-room, 
teaching,  and  in  1873  he  was  chosen  by  his  towns¬ 
men  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  This  office  he  has 
held  so  acceptably  that  the  people  have  been  glad 
to  retain  him  in  it  since  then.  During  these  thir¬ 
teen  years  he  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  of  the  city.  lie  has  been  interested 
in  various  enterprises  in  this  vicinity,  among  which 
is  the  Anderson  &  Buchanan  Addition  to  West  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  by  which  that  portion  of  the  city  has 
been  settled  up  with  an  intelligent  population. 

’Squire  Anderson  and  Miss  Jennie  Frazee,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York,  were  united  in  marriage  in  1865. 
Mrs.  Anderson  is  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Frazee, 
who  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1849.  A  family  of 
three  children  have  sprung  up  in  the  household, 
namely:  Lew  W.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  High  School,  and  connected  with  his  father  in 
the  insurance,  real  estate  and  loan  business,  the  two 
representing  the  Springfield  Fire  and  Marine  Insur¬ 
ance  Companies,  of  Massachusetts,  the  St.  Paul  Fire 
and  Marine,  of  Minnesota,  the  Security,  of  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  the  Union,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Boatmen’s  Security,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  The  names 
of  the  other  children  are  John  B.  and  Joseph  It. 
Mr.  A.  politically  is  a  Republican,  and  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  lie  is  benevolent  and  kind,  a 
good  neighbor,  a  devoted  father  and  husband,  and 
is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  which  he  possesses  in  a  marked  degree. 


’  v\/vv 


HIOMAS  C.  BROWN,  of  Marion  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  born  July 
12.  1837.  lie  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Clark)  Brown,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio 
respectively.  After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
Ohio,  in  Ross  County,  and  lived  there  until  about 
1852,  when  the  glowing  accounts  received  from  the 
young  and  rapidly  growing  State  of  Iowa  proved 
too  great  a  temptation  to  resist,  and  they  accord¬ 
ingly  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  and  came  over 
into  the  boundaries  of  the  Hawkeye  State.  Their  first 
settlement  was  made  near  Marion,  whence  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Spring ville,  established  a  permanent  home 
there  and  remained  during  their  lifetime.  The 


father  died  Sept.  20,  1875,  and  the  mother  April 
14,  1856.  The  family  circle  included  six  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  the  second  child,  born  while  they  were  living  in 
Ross  County,  July  12,  1837.  Four  of  the  sons  still 
survive. 

Mr.  Brown  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  his 
parents  came  to  Iowa.  He  had  been  a  studious 
boy  at  school,  and  received  a  fair  education  under 
the  encouragement  of  intelligent  and  faithful  par¬ 
ents.  After  their  arrival  here  he  entered  Cor¬ 
nell  University,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  remained  there 
for  a  time.  His  early  tutelage  had  inculcated 
within  him  a  taste  for  reading,  and  he  became  an 
intelligent  thinker  and  observer  of  what  was  going 
on  around  him.  He  remained  interested  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  and  in  due  time  purchased  a  farm 
in  Brown  Township,  near  Springville,  cultivating 
and  improving  it  until  1875,  when  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  220  acres  in  Marion  Township,  mostly 
on  section  4. 

In  1861  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ellen  J.  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Patterson)  Johnson,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
born  Jan.  26,  1837.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in 
Cascade,  Dubuque  C’o.,  Iowa,  April  3,  and  the  home 
circle  lias  been  completed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — Charles  T.,  Mary  M.  and  Sarah  A.  Mary 
M.  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  This  was  a  sore 
.  affliction  to  the  little  household,  and  created  a  va¬ 
cancy  which  can  never  be  filled.  In  1882  they 
adopted  a  child,  John  W.,  then  two  years  of  age, 
who  is  in  every  respect  treated  and  regarded  as  one 
of  their  own  family. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  man  held  in  high  esteem  in  his 
community,  and  has  been  intrusted  with  the  minor 
offices  of  his  township.  He  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute 
cheerfully  and  generousl}7.  He  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  believes  thoroughly  in  the 
principles  advocated  by  that  organization.  After 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  with  true  patriotism, 
he  laid  aside  personal  and  business  interests,  and 
proffered  his  services  to  assist  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  Aug.  3,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted 


in  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  three  years 
as  a  soldier,  faithfully  and  courageously.  He  was 


engaged  with  his  comrades  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  was  there  taken  very  ill,  and  sent  home  on  a 
furlough,  where  he  remained  two  months.  After  his 
recovery  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and  remained 


with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  sharing  all  its 
hardships,  and  receiving  an  honorable  discharge, 
and  arrived  here  Aug'.  3,  1865.  His  regiment  did 
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most  effective  service  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion, 
and  on  its  hard  marches  and  in  its  bloody  battles 
our  subject  bore  an  honorable  part.  While  in  the 
hospital  at  Memphis,  his  wife  went  down  and  took 
care  of  him,  and  it  was  owing  to  her  careful  nursing 
that  Mr.  B.  recovered  and  lived  to  do  valiant 


service  in  the  remaining  years  of  the  war.  He  is 


in  every  sense  the  term  implies  an  honest  man  and 
a  good  citizen,  and  is  contributing  his  quota  to¬ 
ward  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order. 
M  illiam  II.,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Brown,  was  also  a 
soldier  in  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry.  John  B.,  another 
brother,  was  a  soldier  in  the  6th  Iowa  Infantry. 


A.  HUSTON,  of  Waubeek,  Maine  Township, 
is  the  son  of  James  B.  Huston,  who  was  the 
son  of  Alexander  Huston,  the  son  of  James, 
who,  with  two  brothers,  John  and  William  Huston, 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  the  American  colonies  in 
1725.  James,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
settled  in  Delaware.  John  went  into  Virginia,  and 
William  located  in  North  Carolina.  James  afterward 
moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1793,  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  he  died  Sept.  8,  1808.  He  was  the 
father  of  fifteen  children,  six  by  his  first  wife,  Jane 
Elliott,  namely:  John,  William,  James,  Joseph, 
Nancy  and  Peggy.  By  his  second  wife,  Abigail 
Brown,  he  had  nine  children,  as  follows :  Alexan¬ 
der,  our  subject’s  grandfather;  Samuel,  Robert, 
Benjamin,  Jonathan  and  David,  twins;  Isabella, 
Patsey  and  Abigail.  All  of  the  children  of  the  first 
wife  passed  their  lives  in  Kentucky,  while  all  of  the 
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second  wife,  except  Robert  and  David,  who  died  in 


Kentucky,  moved  to  Indiana  in  the.  early  settle¬ 
ment  of  that  State,  and  became  well  fixed  in  life. 


Samuel  was 


Judge 


of  the  Washington  County 


Court  for  many  years;  Alexander  was  prominent, 
and  held  many  offices,  among  which  were  those  of 
Representative  and  Magistrate;  John  Milroy,  who 
was  married  to  Isabella,  was  Surveyor  General  for 
many  years,  and  his  brother,  Samuel,  who  married 
Patsey,  was  Receiver  in  the  Land-Office  for  a  time, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  Gopgress,  and  was  the  _ 
father  of  Gen.  Milroy,  a  distinguished  Federal  offi¬ 
cer  in  the  late  Civil  War;  John  Huston,  brother  of 
Alexander,  was  a  Magistrate  in  Nelson  County, 
Ky.,  and  represented  his  county  in  the  Kentucky 
Legislature  for  many  years;  John  B.,  a  son  of 
James  and  eldest  brother  of  Alexander,  was  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Kentucky  for 
several  terms;  Eli,  son  of  Joseph,  the  fourth  brother 
of  Alexander,  was  Judge  of  the  Court  in  Natchez, 
Miss.,  and  Felix,  another  son,  was  at  one  time 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Texan  army,  and  after 
the  admission  of  that  Republic  into  the  Union,  he 
fought  a  duel  with  the  afterward  noted  Confederate 
General,  Albert  Sidney'  Johnston,  who  was  then  a 
Federal  officer,  wounding  him  in  the  thigh;  Mark 
Elliott,  son  of  William,  eldest  brother  of  Alexan¬ 
der,  served  three  years  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  and  eight  years  in  the  Senate, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that  framed 
the  Constitution  of  that  State,  and  served  for 
twenty  consecutive  years  as  County  Attorney'  for 
Nelson  County. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  as  shown  by  the 
above  record,  were  all  highly  respectable  and  promi¬ 
nent  people,  none  of  them  or  their  descendants  hav- 
iug  ever  been  made  amenable  to  the  criminal  or 
penal  laws  of  the  land.  James  B.,  father  of  Charles 


A.,  was  born  in  Nelson  County,  Ky'.,  Sept.  18,  j|  : 
1799,  moved  with  his  parents,  in  his  youth,  to 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  and  became  the  father 
of  nine  children;  five  by  his  first  wife,  Hannah 
Kennedy^,  named  as  follows:  Marium,  who  after¬ 
ward  became  Mrs.  Parks;  Mary  Ann,  William  A., 
James  M.  and  Theodore  F.  By'  his  second  wife, 
Mary  A.  Townsend,  four  children  were  born — Al¬ 
bert  T.,  Charles  A.,  Margaret  A.  and  Caleb  B.  Of 
the  first  family'  only  J.  M.  and  Mary  are  yet  living, 
both  of  whom  are  unmarried.  Marium  became  the 
mother  of  a  large  family,  which  still  resides  in 
Clark  County,  Ind.  Of  the  second  family,  Albert 
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and  Caleb  died  in  their  youth;  Margaret  married 
Fred  McLeod,  of  Central  City,  Iowa,  where  she 
now  resides,  and  the  other  member  is  C.  A.,  our 
subject. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Huston,  our  subject’s  father,  with 
his  family  moved  to  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  and  the 
following  year  purchased  and  moved  upon  the  home¬ 
stead  farm  in  Maine  Township,  where,  Aug.  5,  1850. 
his  wife,  Mary  A.,  nee  Townsend,  died.  She  was  a 
woman  whose  life  had  been  spent  in  a  frontier 
home  in  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Iowa,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  the  rude  surroundings  of  her  life,  she  is  re¬ 
membered  as  a  woman  of  rare  beaut}',  high  moral 
and  mental  qualities,  and  possessed  great  force  of 
character.  These  made  her,  amid  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties,  dangers  and  privations  that  necessarily  sur¬ 
round  pioneer  life,  a  veritable  “sheet-anchor”  to 
all  her  family  and  friends.  James  B.  died  on 
the  same  farm,  May  25,  1886,  having  reached  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years,  eight  months  and 
seven  days.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions, 
yet  so  modest  and  unassuming,  that  only  his  stead¬ 
fast  adherence  to  right,  as  he  saw  the  right,  would 
mark  him  as  a  man  tenacious  of  purpose.  Gentle¬ 
ness  and  kindness  made  up  the  web  and  woof  of  his 
life,  which  was  marked  by  no  brilliant  exploits  like 
the  fitful  flashes  of  electric  storms,  or  like  the  beauti¬ 
ful  colors  of  sunrise  or  sunset — too  bright  to  last, 
but  was  rather  like  the  constant  mellow  light  of  a 
pleasant  summer  day.  Wherever  known  he  will 
long  be  remembered  by 

“That  best  portion  of  a  good  man'sjlife 
His  little,  nameless,  unrecorded  acts 
Of  kindness  and  of  love.” 

Charles  A.  Huston,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  3, 1845,  and  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  1853 ;  worked  on  a  farm 
until  1861,  and  though  only  a  lad  of  sixteen  years, 
was  among  the  first  volunteer  soldiers  from  Maine 
Township.  He  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  6th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
and  with  his  command  participated  in  all  the  hard¬ 
ships  and  privations  which  were  encountered,  fac¬ 
ing  as  bravely  as  any  the  vicissitudes  and  privations 
of  war,  as  realized  by  the  15th  Army  Corps,  un¬ 
der  Sherman.  With  his  regiment  he  was  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Vicksburg,  second  battle  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Missionary  Ridge,  where  he 
was  wounded  in  the  right  shoulder  b}^  a  minie 
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ball.  lie  was  thus  disabled  until  May  10,  1864, 
when  he  rejoined  his  comrades,  and  ten  days  later,  3 
at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  he  was  again  wounded,  r 
also  with  a  minie  ball,  but  in  the  left  thigh.  This 
wound  incapacitated  him  for  further  service,  and  he 
was  mustered  out,  July  17,  1864,  at  Atlanta,  after  a  ' 
military  service  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Huston  at  once  returned  to  Linn  County, 
and  with  the  little  money  saved  from  his  pay  as  a 
private  soldier,  and  a  small  patrimony  given  him 
by  his  father,  he  entered  Western  College,  and  began 
a  course  of  study  which  he  diligently  pursued  for 
two  years.  lie  then  engaged  to  a  Montana  mer¬ 
chant,  as  train-master,  to  take  a  train  of  twelve 
wagons  of  merchandise  from  Boone,  Iowa,  the  then 
terminus  of  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.,  to  Montana,  via 
the  Yellowstone  River.  At  that  time  this  route  had 
never  been  traveled  except  by  exploring  expedi-  ; 
tions.  Arriving  at  Sioux  City,  the  merchant  was 
not  provided  with  the  number  of  Government  : 
troops  as  an  escort  that  he  expected,  and  refused  to 
risk  his  goods  in  the  country  of  the  hostile  Sioux. 
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Mr.  Huston  then  eutered  the  employ  of  the  U.  F. 
R.  R.  Co.,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  close 
of  active  operations  that  season,  but  tiring  of  the 
nomadic  life  of  the  then  Far  West,  Mr.  H.  re¬ 
turned  to  Linn  County  and  engaged  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business  at  Waubeek,  with  W.  D.  Litzenburg, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Litzenburg  &  Huston.  This 
*  partnership  continued  for  two  years,  when  Mr.  II. 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and  soon  after 
associated  himself  with  Joseph  Smith,  operating  un¬ 
der  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Huston  for  four 
years.  Mr.  H.  again  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
second  partner,  and  carried  on  the  business  alone 
for  six  years.  During  this  time  he  also  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business,  and  erected  at  Waubeek  the  first 
creamery  in  Linn  County  and  the  third  in  the 
State.  Disposing  of  his  mercantile  business,  in 
1831,  he  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  in  which  city 
he  engaged  in  the  creamery  supply  and  general 
commission  business.  lie  remained  there  for 
three  years,  when* he  sold  to  his  partner  and  pur¬ 
chased  540  acres  of  land  in  Maine  Township,  near 
Waubeek,  and  is  at  the  present  engaged  in  farming. 
He  also  has  all  interest  in  a  mercantile  establish¬ 
ment  at  Waubeek,  and  owns  and  operates  the  V  au- 
beek  system  of  creameries. 
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Charles  A.  Huston  and  Miss  Abby  Wiggin  were 
united  in  marriage  at  Waubeek,  Aug.  3,  1873.  Mrs. 
Huston  is  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Harriett 
(Giddings)  Wiggin,  and  was  born  in  Tamworth, 
N.  H.  By  this  marriage  there  was  only  one  child 
born,  of  whom  they  were  bereft  in  infancy. 

Mr.  H.,  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Marvin  Mills 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  decided  in  his  views  as  well  as  fearless  in  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  them,  and  upholds  by  every  means  in 
his  power  the  principles  which  he  believes  to  be  for 
the  best  interest  and  general  good  of  the  county 
and  community.  He  has  held  numerous  positions 
of  trust,  such  as  Postmaster  of  Waubeek,  Assistant 
United  States  Marshal  for  the  Northern  District  of 
Iowa,  President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Dairy  Board 
of  Trade,  President  of  the  Iowa  Dairymen’s  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  is  at  present  the  President  of  the  6th 
Iowa  Veteran  Volunteer  Association.  He  has  ever 
performed  all  the  duties  entrusted  to  him  with 
credit  and  fidelity,  and  has  in  no  way  tarnished  the 
splendid  record  of  the  Huston  family. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  on  an  accom¬ 
panying  page  the  portraits  of  James  B.  and  Charles 
A.  Huston,  father  and  son,  who  stand  in  the  history 
of  Linn  County  as  excellent  types  of  her  best  citi¬ 
zens  ;  one  a  representative  pioneer,  the  other  a  rep- 
resentive  business  man  of  to-day. 


AMUEL  L.  BOWDISH,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Bowdish  Bros.,  is  a  native  of  Dutch¬ 
ess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  March 
3,  1844.  He  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old,  and  when  his  par¬ 
ents  and  brothers  emigrated  to  Iowa  he  accom¬ 
panied  them.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  attained  to  years  of  maturity,  serving 
a  fine  apprenticeship  with  his  father  at  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  was  well  fitted  to  become  a  member 
of  the  firm  which  has  since  become  prominent  in 
the  Hawkeye  State  for  its  systematic  methods  and 
success.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Ette  Jones 
was  celebrated  Jan.  8,  1878,  and  the}’  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children — Irving  P.,  Richard 
A.  and  Ebbe  P. 


Samuel  L.  Bowdish  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  of  excellent  standing  in  the  brother¬ 
hood,  being  a  member  of  all  the  orders  of  Masonry, 
and  is  an  influential  supporter  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
In  politics  he  casts  his  vote  with  the  Democracy. 
He  is  filling  his  place  in  the  community  with  credit,  K 
and  assisting  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  firm,  i 
both  in  its  social  obligations  and  its  business  ca- 
pacity. 

'T*  RVING  P.  BOWDISH,  senior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Bowdish  Bros.,  is  carrying 
on  agriculture  in  Maine  Township.  He  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  19,  1838. 
He  received  a  good  common-school  education, 
and  completed  it  at  an  academy  at  Litchfield, 
Conn.  The  father  was  a  miller  and  owner  of  a 
mill  property  for  a  number  of  years  in  New  York 
State.  Not  being  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of 
his  labors  in  the  East,  he  concluded  to  turn  his  face 
westward,  and,  crossing  the  Mississippi,  came  into 
the  State  of  Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1856,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  four  sons.  He  died  in  this  township 
Oct.  22,  1877. 

Irving  P.  Bowdish  was  married  in  Maine  Town¬ 
ship,  April  19,  1858,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Harrison, 
daughter  of  W.  R,  and  Sarah  A.  (Stover)  Harrison. 
Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Bowdish  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Iowa,  Jan.  24,  1844.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  four  children — Edward  W.,  George  P., 
John  S.  and  Charles  B. 

Irving  P.  Bowdish  has  been  a  prominent  man  in 
his  count}',  and  was  elected  to  the  Seventeenth 
General  Assembly  in  1877-78,  and  also  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  General  Assembly  in  1881-82.  He  is  greatly 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has  served 
as  President  and  Secretary  of  the  School  Board. 
He  has  also  held  the  offices  of  Township  Clerk  and 
Assessor. 

Bowdish  Bros,  are  the  owners  of  930  acres  of 
land.  They  are  energetic  and  enterprising  men, 
and  are  carrying  on  agriculture  after  the  most 
modern  and  improved  plan.  The}’  are  extensive 
farmers  and  stock-raisers,  and  are  well  known  all 
over  the  State  for  the  success  with  which  they  have 
carried  on  agricultural  enterprises.  They  are  also 
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engaged  extensively  in  stock-raising,  and  exhibit 
some  of  the  finest  animals  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
Irving  1*.  is  a  member  of  Springville  Lodge  No. 
139,  F.  it  A.  M.;  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  of 
Marion,  and  Patinos  Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T., 
at  Ms  u'ion.  In  politics  he  is  a  conscientious  Dem¬ 
ocrat. 


LEXANDER  BRECHT,  manufacturer  of 
vinegar,  mustard  and  pickles  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  Feb. 
27,  1 820,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and  Bar¬ 
bara  (Zimmerman)  Brecht,  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  a  wealthy  farmer  of  that  country, 
and  held  the  office  of  Mayor  several  times.  Lie 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  five,  all  sons, are  still  living:  Valentine  and 
Henry  reside  in  Germany;  Emanuel  is  living  in 
Iowa  County,  this  State;  Florian  lives  in  Germany, 
while  the  other  is  the  subject  of  this  notice.  The 
father  died  Oct.  10,  1842,  and  his  good  wife  in 
1827. 

Alexander  Brecht  remained  with  his  parents  in 
the  old  country  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  during 
which  time  he  attended  the  common  schools.  Lie 
then  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  working  on  his 
father’s  farm,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  mer¬ 
chant  for  three  years  to  learn  the  business,  his  par¬ 
ents  paying  $300  for  the  privilege.  After  serving 
three  years  he  engaged  in  another  store  as  an  em¬ 
ploye,  and  worked  for  two  years,  and  then,  in 
1847,  left  his  native  country  and  set  sail  for  the 
United  States,  landing  in  New  York  City  June  14 
of  that  year.  He  procured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a 
German  book-store  and  held  the  position  for  five 
months,  when  he  went  to  Buffalo  and  accepted  an 
offer  in  a  grocery  and  dry-goods  establishment, 
where  he  remained  until  1851.  During  the  year 
he  embarked  in  business  for  the  first  time  on  his 
own  account.  In  1856  he  sold  out  his  business  and 
went  to  V  aukegan,  Ill.,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  until  1869.  During  that  year 
he  came  to  this  county  and,  locating  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  embarked  in  his  present  business,  which  he 
has  continued  until  the  present  time.  His  establish¬ 


ment  is  at  Nos.  69,  71  and  73  B  avenue,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  work  is  fourteen  barrels  per  day. 

In  1882  Mr.  Brecht  associated  with  himself,  his 
son.  Henry  G.,  and  in  1884  his  other  son,  George 
A.  The  present  business  house  was  erected  in 
1886,  and  his  present  residence  on  B  avenue  and 
Fifth  street,  was  built  in  1883.  He  also  has  other 
property  in  the  city  and  employs  six  men  to  aid 
him  in  his  business. 

Mr.  Brecht  was  married  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  April 
28,  1851,  to  Miss  Eutrophia  Mackert,  a  native  of 
Baden,  Germany,  and  daughter  of  Ignatz  Mackert, 
also  a  native  of  that  country,  and  who,  coming  to  . 
the  United  States  in  1846,  died  in  Illinois  in  1882. 
Live  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  our 
subject:  Louise,  Mrs.  Edwin  O’Hara  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  who  has  become  the  m other t of. 'two 
children — Louisa  and  Caroline;  Eutropia,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Snyder  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  borne 
him  two  children — Eutropia  and  Arthur  E. ;  Henry 
G.  married' Annie  M.  Pettisch,  and  they  have  a 
daughter — IJorence  N. ;  George  D.  and  Edward  F. 
are  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Brecht  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  a  self-made  man  in  every  respect  the  word 
implies,  and  one  of  the  successful  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


C.  FRICK,  junior  member ‘of  thejfirm  of 
Cook  &  Frick,  wholesale  grocers  of  Cedar 
Rapids  (see  sketch  of  Mr.  Cook),  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was  born 
Dec.  19,  1837.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Baker)  Frick,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York,  where  the  father  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  and  in  the  foundry  business. 
These  he  abandoned  toward  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  to  engage  in  farming.  He  departed  this  life  in 
1881,  while  on  a  visit  West  with  his  children. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  reared  at  home 
and  attended  school  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
The  following  three  years  he  worked  in  his  father’s 
foundry  during  the  summer  seasons  and  attended 
school  in  the  winters.  He  than  entered  Williams- 
ville  School,  which  was  conducted  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Christian  Church,  from  which  he 
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graduated.  He  then  entered  a  mercantile  establish¬ 
ment  as  clerk,  receiving  for  his  first  year’s  services, 
$100  and  his  board,  which  salary  was  finally  raised 
to  $300,  and  he  remained  thus  occupied  for  four 
years. 

In  1850  Mr.  Frick  turned  his  face  westward  and 
sought  the  gold  mines  of  California.  After  arriv¬ 
ing  there  he  engaged  at  mining  and  clerking  alter¬ 
nately,  and  finally  became  agent  for  the  South 
Yuba  Water  Company.  He  finally  returned  home, 
whence  he  went  to  Minnesota,  and  then  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  arriving  here  June  1,  1867.  He  purchased 
an  interest  in  a  grocery  and  bakery  business,  which 
was  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  Frick  &  Wit- 
mer,  and  subsequently  disposed  of  his  interest  to 
become  traveling  salesman  for  J.  S.  Cook,  with 
whom  he  entered  into  partnership  in  1871,  and  has 
continued  since  that  time.  Besides  his  merchandis¬ 
ing  interests  in  Cedar  Rapids,  he  is  a  Director  and 
stock-holder  in  the  Merchant’s  National  Bank,  and 
is  interested  in  farming  lands  in  Iowa  and  Minne¬ 
sota, 

Mr.  Frick  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Kate 
Dewey,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  of  their  union  have 
been  born  two  daughters — Addie  E.  and  May. 
Mr.  Frick  is  one  of  the  solid  business  men  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  an  Elder  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  F.  is  connected  with 
the  Presbyterians. 


JACKSON  W.  BOWDISH,  County  Clerk  of 
Linn  County,  is  the  youngest  member  of 
the  firm  of  Bowdish  Bros.  He  is  well  known 
throughout  Maine  Township,  and  was  born 
in  Connecticut  June  6,  1849,  and  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Linn  County. 
He  was  educated  in  the  College  of  Cornell,  Iowa, 
and  after  completing  his  studies  here  went  to  Mar¬ 
ion  and  was  employed  as  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  until  January,  1880.  At  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  this  time  he  visited  Canisteo,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  employed  as  Cashier  of  a  bank  there  until  July 
21,  1884.  After  a  time  he  returned  to  his  old 


home  in  Maine  Township,  arriving  here  in  January,  J 
1886. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Can 
isteo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  6,  1882,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Alii 
son,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  residing  there  jpSty*5 
until  January,  1886,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  J 
settled  in  Maine  Township,  where  he  has  a  good 
and  comfortable  home,  and  with  his  brothers  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  possesses  all 
the  qualities  that  constitute  a  good  citizen  and  an 
able  official,  and  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  was  regularly 
nominated  for  County  Clerk  in  1886  by  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party  in  convention  assembled,  and  was 
elected  by  252  majority,  being  403  in  excess  of 
his  party  vote.  He  is  now  filling  the  office  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  supporters  and  the  public  gen¬ 
erally. 
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OHNSON  BRIGHAM,  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Daily  Republican  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York,  having  been  born  in 
Otsego  County,  March  11,  1846,  and  is  a 
son  of  Phineas  and  Eliza  (Johnson)  Brigham,  also 
natives  of  New  York.  Mr.  Brigham  was  a  boot 
and  shoe  manufacturer  and  dealer,  and  followed 
that  calling  through  life,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  spent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  153d  New  York  Regiment.  They 
had  a  family  of  two  children — Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Compton,  a  resident  of  New  York,  and  Johnson, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  J.  Brigham,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  went  as  a 
clerk  for  a  Captain  in  the  army,  with  whom  he  re¬ 
mained  for  a  short  time,  when  he  was  made  clerk 
for  Col.  McFarland,  of  the  153d  New  York  Volun¬ 
teers.  He  was  in  the  service  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission  at  Washington  City  and  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  at  the  close  of  the  war.  After  his  return 
home  he  entered  coliege,  and  remained  three  years. 
In  1871  he  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  at  Macon  Mo.  During  our  subject’s 
college  da}rs,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  Cornell  Era ,  and  it  was  while  acting  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  making  jour¬ 
nalism  his  profession  in  life.  In  1872  he  went  to 
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Watkins,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  as  local  editor 
of  the  Watkins  Express.  He  then  went  to  Brock- 
port,  and  engaged  in  running  a  local  paper,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  Governor  as  Collector  of  the 
Port  there.  We  next  find  him  back  at  Watkins, 
where  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Express ,  but 
in  a  short  time  sold  out  and  went  to  Hornellsville, 
where  for  four  years  he  was  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Daily  Times. 

During  Mr.  Brigham’s  residence  in  Hornellsville, 
his  health  failed,  and  he  sold  out  his  interest  there 
and  took  a  trip  to  Northern  Dakota,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  a  few  months.  Coming  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  March  1,  1882,  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  Daily  Republican ,  and  has  largely  increased 
his  interest  by  recent  purchases  of  stock.  He  has 
filled  every  position  in  connection  with  the  paper,  as 
canvasser,  local  editor,  manager  and  editor-in-chief. 
Mr.  Brigham  takes  great  pride  in  the  Republican , 
and  it  is  his  recognized  aim  to  send  forth  from  the 
press,  a  clean  and  reliable  newspaper.  He-is  a  good 
citizen,  a  line  scholar,  and  an  honor  to  the  place  in 
which  he  resides. 

THOMAS  BOSH  AN,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a 
leading  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  temperance 
drinks,  and  is  located  at  No.  26  First  ave- 
nue.  He  established  himself  in  business  in  1870, 
was  content  to  begin  his  operations  on  a  small  scale, 
and  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  lively  trade 
which  has  yielded  him  a  competence.  He  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  fitted  for  the  business,  being  genial,  socia¬ 
ble  and  liberal-minded.  He  is  a  property  owner 
on  the  West  side,  this  property  comprising  lot  and 
building  on  Sixth  avenue  and  Third  Street  West. 

Mr.  Boshan  is  a  member  of  that  enterprising  Bo¬ 
hemian  element  which  has  assisted  so  much  in  ad- 
j  vancing  the  business  interests  of  the  Hawkeye 
}  State.  He  was  born  Dec.  21,  1814,  the  name  of 
his  father  being  Casper  Boshan.  The  latter  was  a 
regular  soldier  in  the  Austrian  army,  and  after 
fulfilling  his  duties  bravely  and  courageously,  he 
died  in  his  native  land.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Leonora  Marke.  She  was  also  a  native  of 
Bohemia,  and  lived  and  died  in  her  native  land. 
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They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  They  all  lived  to  be  men  , 
and  women,  Thomas  remaining  with  his  parents 
until  a  young  man.  He  received  a  fine  education,  ; 
and  was  destined  for  the  priesthood,  but  this  not  ;■ 
agreeing  with  his  tastes  and  inclinations,  he  evaded  : 
it  and  enlisted  in  the  army  as  a  private  soldier.  In 
the  meantime  he  became  Professor  of  Mathematics 
in  the  army  schools  of  Austria.  His  connection 
with  the  army  embraced  a  period  of  six  years,  and 
after  becoming  a  private  citizen  again,  he  operated 
as  a  civil  engineer  for  two  and  a  half  years,  subse¬ 
quently  becoming  Superintendent  of  a  large  real 
estate  for  members  of  the  nobility  and  other  land-  • 
owners,  in  which  business  he  was  occupied  until 
1866.  At  about  this  date  the  war  with  Prussia  and 
Austria  began,  and  Mr.  B.  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Champaign  County. 
Owing  to  a  defective  title,  he  lost  this  tract  of  land, 
and  reverting  to  his  old  profession  became  a  teacher 
in  the  German  schools  of  the  Turners  at  Cham¬ 
paign,  Ill.  For  this  position  he  was  well  fitted, 
having  become  a  graduate  in  all  the  higher  bran¬ 
ches  of  study  as  taught  in  the  best  schools  of  the 
Empire.  He  was  a  skillful  mathematician,  and 
master  of  Latin,  Greek  and  French. 

In  1870,  not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  operations  as  instructor,  he  left  Illinois 
and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  which  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  commenced  dealing  in  cigars  and 
all  kinds  of  drinks,  until  the  recent  change  in  the 
Prohibition  laws,  since  which  time  he  has  handled 

Boshan,  before 


leaving 


his  native  Bohemia,  had  secured  unto  himself  a 
helpmeet,  being  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Bar- 
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bara  Ponec.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
the  same  country  as  her  husband.  Her  father  was 
a  brewer  by  occupation,  and  died  when  she  was  a 
child  of  twelve  years  old.  After  her  marriage  with 
our  subject,  the  death  of  her  mother  occurred  in 
1868.  She  was  also  of  pure  Bohemian  ancestry 
and  descent 
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The  family  circle  is  composed  of 
four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  two  children  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boshan  are  both  deceased.  They  were  both 
sons,  Frank,  and  Thomas,  Jr.,  by  name,  They  died 
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at  the  ages  of  seven 


and  eight  years.  Politically 
Mr.  Boshan  is  an  active  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  with  which  he  conscientiously  casts  his  vote, 
but  in  municipal  matters  he  is  independent,  believ¬ 
ing  in  choosing  the  man  best  fitted  to  fill  the  official 
positions  there.  His  intelligence  and  worth  are 
greatly  appreciated  in  his  community,  and  he  is  es¬ 
pecially  a  leader  of  his  own  nationality  in  this  vi¬ 
cinity.  He  is  now  quite  an  aged  man,  but  retains 
his  mental  qualities  in  a  remarkable  degree.  Though 
they  were  sorely  bereft  by  the  loss  of  their  sons,  it 
did  not  embitter  their  hearts,  and  they  reared  an 
adopted  child,  Mary  Rowena,  who  was  born  in  1861. 


f)OHN  BROWN,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Boul¬ 
der  Township,  residing  on  section  31,  is  a 
pioneer  of  this  county  of  1850.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Honk)  Brown, 
natives  of  Germany,  where  they  both  died.  Our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  his  parents’  family  of 
eleven  children,  and  was  born  in  Germany,  July 
19,  1815. 

Our  subject  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when 
he  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  landed 
at  New  York,  and  being  unable  to  obtain  work  in 
that  city,  went  almost  directly  to  Buffalo,  and  from 
there  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  Remaining  in  the  latter 
place  a  short  time,  he  went  to  Fairfield  County, 
that  State,  and  there  lived  until  1850.  During  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  this  county,  and  since  that 
time  has  here  been  actively  engaged  in  agricultu¬ 
ral  pursuits.  On  his  arrival  in  the  county  lie  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  located  on  sections  31 
and  32,  Boulder  Township,  and  settling  on  the 
former  section,  he  has  since  continued  to  live  upon 
it.  He  has  improved  his  land,  brought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  erected  thereon  good  and 
substantial  buildings,  and  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  is  at  present  the  proprietor  of 
185  acres  of  good  land,  all  in  Boulder  Township. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  14,  1847,  to  Mary  E.  Minehart,  a  sister  of  John 
Minehart,  whose  biography  is  given  in  another  part  of 
this  work,  and  in  which  a  short  sketch  of  her  parents 


may  be  found.  Miss  Minehart  was  born  in  Fair- 
field  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  6,  1820,  and  has  borne 
our  subject  six  children — George  W.,  William  H., 
Lydia  A.,  Sarah,  Caroline  and  Katie.  George  W. 
married  Margaret  Brown,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Boul- 
der  Township;  William  H.  took  to  wife  Amanda  L 
Smith,  and  he  is  also  a  farmer  in  Boulder  Town- 
ship;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  John  Drexler  and  they  fj- 
are  likewise  living  in  Boulder  Township ;  Sarah 
married  Thomas  Hill,  who  also  lives  in  that  town¬ 
ship  ;  Caroline  married  Thomas  Rogers,  and  died 
in  Boulder  Township  in  the  spring  of  1878;  Katie 
is  the  wife  of  George  Betzer,  and  they  are  living- 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mrs.  Brown  departed  this  life  in 
Boulder  Township,  June  20,  1886. 

Our  subject  has  held  some  of  the  minor  offices 
of  his  township.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Reform  Church  as  likewise  was  his  wife,  and  in 
politics  he  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

A  fine  lithograph  view  of  the  handsome  residence, 
commodious  barns  and  out-buildings  on  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Brown,  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 

L.  CAMP,  an  expert  and  experienced  book¬ 
keeper  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  at  present  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Upton  Company,  and  ap¬ 
plying  his  energies  to  keeping  the  accounts  of  their 
extensive  business.  Mr.  Camp  is  a  native  of  Boone 
County,  Iowa,  born  Sept.  14,  1865,  and  the  son  of 
Edward  L.  and  Hopie  E.  (Benson)  Camp,  natives 
of  Vermont.  Edward  L.  Camp,  Sr.,  came  to  the 
young  State  of  Iowa  in  1855,  while  still  unmarried. 
He  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  hardware  store  of  Rock 
<fe  Camp,  the  firm  being  afterward  changed  to  H.  S. 
Camp  &  Sons.  They  also  opened  a  branch  store  at 
Boone,  and  Mr.  Camp  took  charge  of  the  branch 
house  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  then  returned 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  went  into  the  main  store  and  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death,  which  occured  in  1868.  He 
had  in  the  meantime  married  and  become  the  father 
of  two  children — Lula,  now  Mrs.  Walter  D.  Doug¬ 
lass,  of  the  firm  of  Gifford  &  Douglass,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  Edward  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketeh. 

Edward  L.  Camp,  Jr.,  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  1881.  He  then  went 
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to  Faribault,  Minn.,  and  attended  tlic  Slmttuck 
Military  Academy  one  year,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  the  fall  of  1883  went  to 
Marshalltown  and  became  engaged  as  a  dealer  in 
agricultural  implements,  the  firm  name  being  F.  J. 
Upton  &  Co.  After  being  thus  associated  for  one 
year  he  conducted  the  business  alone  for  a  like 
time,  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids 
in  188;').  In  addition  to  other  duties  he  has  charge 
of  the  property  of  his  grandfather,  II.  S.  Camp. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  Sept.  29, 
1884,  to  Miss  Virginia  Ketring,  a  native  of  Linn 
County,  Iowa,  and  they  have  become  the  parents 
of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Lulu  V. 

Mr.  Camp  is  one  of  the  representative  business 
men  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  wide-awake  and 
energetic,  and  has  accumulated  a  handsome  com¬ 
petency.  He  has  an  interest  in  valuable  city  prop¬ 
erty,  and  owns  110  acres  of  finely  improved  land 
in  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  which  is  furnished  with 
all  necessary  farm  buildings,  and  is  operated  by  a 
tenant.  He  is  strongly  Republican  in  politics,  a 
man  of  great  force  of  character  and  decided  views, 
and  labors  zealously  for  what  he  believes  to  be 
truth,  honor  and  right. 


^  AMUEL  II.  HASKELL,  an  esteemed  farmer 
of  Maine  Township,  residing  on  section  10, 
is  a  native  of  Danville,  Androscoggin 
County,  Me.,  and  was  born  July  14,  1812. 
His  father,  Samuel  II.  Haskell,  was  a  native  of  New¬ 
bury,  Mass.,  and  was  born  Sept.  27,  1774.  His 
grandfather,  Nathan  Haskell,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  county  and  State,  born  June  20,  1751.  Na¬ 
than  Haskell  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  re¬ 
moved  from  Massachusetts  to  New  Gloucester,  Me., 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  that  region.  He 
purchased  land,  cleared  a  farm,  established  a  home 
there  and  remained  there  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  Nov.  4,  1838.  He  was  married,  Nov.  15, 
1771,  to  Miss  Judith  Witham.  She  was  born  Dec. 
21,  1751,  and  died  Jan.  14,  1846,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-five  years. 

Samuel  II.  Haskell,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  third  child  and  second  son  of  his  parents.  He  was 
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young  when  they  removed  from  his  native  State  to 
Maine,  and  remained  witli  them  until  he  attained 
to  years  of  manhood.  He  then  went  to  Danville, 
which  was  then  called  Pegypscot  Claim,  and  was 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  there.  He  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  one  mile  distant  from  the  present 
site  of  Danville  Junction,  and  improved  a  large  farm 
which  he  operated  successfully,  and  spent  his  declin- 
ing  years  there,  his  decease  occurring  Sept.  12, 
1864.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lydia 
Chase,  a  native  of  Newbury,  Mass.  They  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  grew 
to  become  men  and  women.  Louisa  married 
Stephen  Verrill  and  lives  in  Auburn,  Me.,  where 
Jasper  also  lived  and  died  and  where  he  had  pur¬ 
sued  Ills  occupation  of  farming;  Keziah  married 
Josiah  Landers  and  died  at  Danville;  Hannah  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Eben  Cobb,  and  died  at  Gray, 
Me.;  William  was  for  many  years  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man  and  died  in  Auburn,  Me.;  Lydia  married  M. 
Greenleaf;  lie  lives  at  Chockope,  Minn.,  where  his 
wife  died;  Judith  married  Wiliiam  Lane,  and  her 
decease  occurred  at  Danville. 

Samuel  II.  Llaskell  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  his  mar¬ 
riage.  After  that  interesting  occurrence  his  father 
presented  him  with  a  portion  of  the  farm,  upon 
which  he  built  a  house  and  lived  until  1867.  He 
then  became  infected  with  the  western  fever  and 
determined  to  seek  a  home  bej^ond  the  Mississippi. 
He  came  to  Iowa  and  purchased  a  farm  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  part  of  sections  9  and  10  of  Maine  Town¬ 
ship,  and  remained  here  until  1883.  He  then  sold 
out  and  purchased  the  place  he  now  occupies.  The 
farm  includes  207  acres,  107  of  which  are  improved 
and  pasture  land,  and  the  remainder  in  timber.  He 
has  a  fine  dwelling  and  other  good  frame  buildings, 
barns,  sheds,  etc.  The  homestead  is  a  model  one 
and  on  every  hand  indicates  the  thrift  and  prosper¬ 
ity  of  its  owner. 

On  May  29,  1845,  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Llaskell 
with  Miss  Loann  Jordan  was  celebrated  with  appro¬ 
priate  ceremonies.  She  was  born  in  Hartland,  Som¬ 
erset  Co.,  Me.,  July  28,  1820.  Her  father,  Risli- 
worth  Jordan,  was  a  native  of  Danville,  born  Jan. 
24,  1792.  Her  grandfather,  Ebenezer  Jordan,  was 
born  near  New  Falmouth,  Me.,  May  17,  1764.  (See 
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sketch  of  Chandler  Jordan  published  elsewhere  in 
this  work.)  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Haskell  was  Charlotte  Chase,  born  in  Newbury, 
Mass.,  March  28,  1793.  She  came  to  Maine  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  with  her  husband,  in  1854,  where 
he  died  four  years  afterward.  She  survived  him 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  dying  in  September, 
1883,  remaining  faithful  to  his  memory  during  that 
long  period. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  has  been 
born  one  child — Lucena,  July  31,  1853.  She  was 
married  Jan.  8,  1880,  to  William  Goldsberry,  and 
has  two  children — Rachel  Pearl  and  Ina  Loann. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  H.  is 
an  amiable  and  accomplished  lady,  more  than  or- 
i  .  dinarily  intelligent,  and  highly  esteemed  in  the 
community  where  she  has  long  been  a  resident, 
r  ;  She  is  a  lad}-  of  refined  tastes  and  cultivated  habits, 
is  a  generous  neighbor  and  a  faithful  friend.  Po¬ 
litically  Mr.  Haskell  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  man  of  decided  views,  but  temper¬ 
ate  and  gentlemanly  in  the  expression  of  them.  He 
is  not  obtrusive  in  his  opinions,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  holds  to  them  conscientiously  and  casts  the 
weight  of  his  influence  toward  whatever  he  believes 
to  be  for  the  good  of  his  community  and  county. 
He  is  interested  in  general  local  matters  and  is 
creditably  filling  his  position  as  a  good  citizen  of 
the  community. 


HLLIAM  P.  SCOTT.  The  name  of  this 
gentleman  will  be  recognized  at  once  by  all 
who  peruse  this  biography  as  that  of  one 
of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Linn  Township,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful 
stock-raisers  and  farmers  of  Linn  County.  His 
homestead  is  beautifully  located  on  section  29  and 
_  :  comprises  385  broad  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land. 
Mr.  Scott  is  the  third  son  and  seventh  child 
of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Douglass)  Scott,  who 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  early  youth.  The  remaining  nine  each 
compassed  a  space  in  years  of  over  half  a 
century  and  there  were  no  deaths  in  the  family 


arrived  at  the 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  the 


until  after  these  nine  children 
age  of  over  fifty  years 

well-known  railroad  king  who  died  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  in  May,  1881,  was  an  elder  brother 
of  our  subject;  Mrs.  Harriet  Patten,  now  deceased, 
was  the  fifth  child  of  her  parents  and  died  at  Dicl- 
son,  Ill.,  while  returning  from  the  home  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  to  her  own  home  in  Philadelphia,  April  17, 

1877.  The  name  of  her  husband  was  James  Pat¬ 
ten,  who  was  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
Philadelphia,  and  very  wealthy ;  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Craw¬ 
ford,  another  sister,  resides  near  Rochelle,  Ill.,  with 
her  husband,  James  Crawford,  who  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation;  Sarah  E.  became  the  wife  of  Robert 
Koble,  a  farmer  who  is  now  deceased;  she  lives  in 
Kansas;  James  D.,  the  oldest  son  and  second  child, 
is  a  resident  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and  a  retired 
merchant;  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Horner;  the 
eldest  daughter  and  child  is  Mary,  the  widow  of 
John  Stewart,  now  deceased.  In  earlier  years  he 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but  latterly  was  {j 
an  employe  of  the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadel-  ^-4- 
phia.  Mrs.  Stewart  makes  her  home  in  the  Quaker 
City.  The  sister  next  to  our  subject  is  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  King,  widow  of  John  King,  now  deceased.  Mr. 

King  was  an  iron  dealer  in  Bedford  County,  Pa. 

Mrs.  King  makes  her  present  home  in  Chambers¬ 
burg,  Pa.  Rebecca  D.  is  the  youngest  living  and 
the  ninth  child,  and  the  wife  of  R.  D.  Bowles.  They 
are  living  in  retirement  at  Dickson,  Ill.  The  de¬ 
ceased  were  Margaret  and  John  M. 

Thomas  and  Rebecca  Scott  were  both  natives  of 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  where  they  were  born,  reared 
and  married.  They  were  of  American  parentage, 
but  their  ancestors  were  comprised  of  those  excel¬ 
lent  Irish  and  Scottish  elements  which  transmitted- 
to  their  children  decision  of  character  and  gener¬ 
osity  of  heart.  In  their  earlier  and  more  active 
years,  after  their  marriage,  they  were  engaged  in 
hotel-keeping  in  Loudon,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
were  thus  occupied  until  the  death  of  the  father, 

Oct.  24,  1834.  He  was  fifty-six  yeai'S  of  age,  was 
a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  and  an  earnest 
old-line  Whig  in  his  political  inclinations.  After 
his  death,  the  mother  carried  on  the  business  sev¬ 
eral  years,  but  finally  by  the  persuasions  of  her 
children,  was  induced  to  abandon  it,  and  passed  her 
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latter  days  free  from  care.  Her  death  took  place  at 
Pittsburgh,  Oct.  17,  1866,  after  she  was  sixty-eight 
years  of  age.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  William  P.  Scott 
assisted  his  mother  in  carrying  on  the  house  which 
was  known  as  the  Scott  Hotel.  In  due  time  it  was 
purchased  by  James  Mullen,  who  still  retains  pos¬ 
session  of  it.  After  disposing  of  this  property,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  which  he  prose¬ 
cuted  successfully,  and  in  March,  1851,  contracted 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Mary  Piper, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Oiler)  Piper.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  born 
and  passed  all  his  life  in  Bedford  County,  and  died 
there  at  an  advanced  age.  Mrs.  Scott  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  her  marriage. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  William  P.  Scott  has  been 
blest  bjT  the  birth  of  three  children,  and  they  have 
been  bereft  of  one  by  death.  Rebecca  M.  is  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Esrey,  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer  of  Fairfax  Township;  Anna  E.  is  married 
to  Willard  T.  Block,  a  native  of  Columbia,  Pa.  Mr. 
Block  has  been  a  railroad  man  all  his  life  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  business  at  the  early  stage  of  thirteen. 
He  seemed  peculiarly  qualified  for  it,  and  has  been 
promoted  step  by  step  until  he  is  now  General 
Freight  and  Passenger  Agent,  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  Railroad, 
with  headquarters  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Block  was  born  in  Pattonsville,  Pa.,  June  18,  1854, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Linn  County  when  a 
child  of  ten  years  of  age.  She  was  educated  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  was  unusually  bright,  intelligent, 
and  studious,  and  has  become  a  very  accomplished 
lady  and  a  popular  and  admired  member  of  society. 
James  Scott,  only  son  of  our  subject  and  wife,  de- 
3  parted  this  life  when  an  infant  of  eleven  months, 
i  Mr.  Scott  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
i  the  time  of  his  marriage  and  continued  thus  occu¬ 
pied  for  several  }rears.  He  established  a  store  at 
Pattonsville  and  carried  a  stock  of  general  merchan- 
dise  until  1.860.  then,  having  a  desire  to  see  some- 
J  thing  of  the  western  country,  he  visited  the  Hawk- 
eye  State  and  Linn  County,  purchased  a  large  farm 
in  Clinton  Township,  and  began  his  farming  opera- 
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tions.  He  met  with  success  from  the  start,  and  has 
been  largely  interested  of  late  years  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  Short-horn  cattle.  His  herd  is  a  very  fine 
one  and  embraces  some  of  the  best  stock  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  well-read  man,  an  intelli¬ 
gent  thinker,  interesting  to  converse  with,  and  com¬ 
mands  respect  alike  from  strangers  and  acquaint¬ 
ances.  In  politics  he  is  Republican,  conscientiously 
endorsing  the  principles  of  that  party,  believing 
them  to  be  the  best  enunciated  by  any  party  in 
this  progressive  age. 


E.  BROWN,  of  the  Merchant  Mills  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  that  city,  and  has 
lived  there  since  his  birth.  He  was  born 
April  9,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas  B.  and  Su¬ 
san  (Emery)  Brown,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  Nicholas  Brown  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  having 
first  come  to  that  city  in  1840,  and  was  second  to 
none  in  contributing  his  means,  his  energy  and  his 
time  in  the  upbuilding  and  growth  of  that  city. 

He  continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death,  and 
in  the  meantime  had,  in  company  with  others,  de¬ 
veloped  the  water-power  at  that  place  and  erected 
a  gristmill,  which  he  successfully  operated  until 
1876.  His  biography  is  given  in  this  work.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  then  took  charge  of  the  mill 
and  his  father  continued  in  the  real-estate  business, 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  connection  with  the 
mill.  He  built  a  woolen-mill  at  Cedar  Rapids  and 
conducted  the  same  until  1873,  when  it  was  con¬ 
verted  into  a  knitting  factory,  which  he  operated 
until  1876.  He  built  the  Southern  Hotel  in  that 
city  in  1870,  and  was  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at  that  place,  and  has  done  much  toward 
its  improvement  and  advancement.  Of  this  union 
five  children  were  born,  only  two  of  whom  are  liv-  c  i 
ing  at  this  writing:  Harry  T.,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  the  subject  of  this  notice.  The  father 
departed  this  life  in  1880. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  at  Cedar  Rapids,  which  he  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  year’s  study  in  Edward’s  Place  School, 
Stockbridge,  Mass.  He  then  commenced  clerking 
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woolen-mills,  which  he  conducted  until  the}'  were 
changed  to  knitting-mills  in  1876.  He  then,  with 
his  father,  went  to  Colorado,  where  they  erected  a 
saw  and  smelting  mill,  and  which  our  subject  oper¬ 
ated  for  their  joint  interest  one  year,  when  a  snow- 
slide  destroyed  everything.  Our  subject  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  engaged  in  running 
the  Brown  Merchant  Mill,  which  has  a  capacity  of 
seventy-five  barrels  per  day,  and  has  continued  in 
that  business  until  the .  present  time.  Mr.  Brown 
has  city  property,  including  lots  and  residences, 
which  he  rents,  and  has  accumulated  quite  a  goodly 
portion  of  this  world’s  goods.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  socially  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Louise  M. 
Baker,  a  native  of  Minnesota,  and  daughter  of  V. 
M.  Baker,  now  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to  gladden  their  household,  and 
have  been  named,  Susan,  Annie  and  Emery.  Mr. 
Brown  is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  as  well  as  a  respected  and  honored 
citizen. 


with  Abner  J.  Sawyer  there  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

George  Sawyer  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  family,  and  was  but  two  years  old  when  they 
removed  from  his  native  place  to  Medford,  Mass. 
They  remained  there  eleven  years  and  then  emi- 

orated  to  Iowa.  He  continued  under  the  parental 
© 

roof  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  his 
father  gave  him  his  time.  After  becoming  practi¬ 
cally  his  own  man,  he  left  the  homestead  and  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  farm  laborer  until  the  fall  of  1860.  He 
then  returned  to  Medford,  Mass.,  and  there  engaged 
in  a  cracker  bakery  until  the  first  call  was  issued 
for  troops  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 
He  enlisted  for  three  months  in  Co.  E,  5th  Mass. 
Yol.  Inf.,  which  was  named  the  Lawrence  Light 
Guards,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to  the  scene  of 
conflict.  He  was  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
and  in  all  other  engagements  in  which  his  regiment 
participated.  He  endured  with  them  the  dangers, 
hardships  and  privations  incident  to  the  life  of  a 
soldier,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which 
they  had  enlisted,  received  an  honorable  discharge 
with  his  regiment.  The  struggle,  however,  was  not 
ended,  and  in  February,  1862,  he  again  enlisted,  in 
Co.  C,  1 3th  Mass.  Yol.  Inf.,  5th  Battalion.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Thorough¬ 
fare  Gap,  Rappahannock  Station,  Rapidan  River, 
Manassas  Junction,  and  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  left 
knee  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Philadelphia, 
whence  he  was  discharged  the  following  January  on 
account  of  disability.  He  returned  to  Medford  in 
April,  1863,  and  proceeded  to  Linn  County,  where 
he  farmed  the  remainder  of  the  season.  He  then 


EORGE  SAWYER.  The  subject  of  the  fol- 
/  lowing  biography  is  a  resident  of  Central 
City.  He  is  a  native  of  Maine,  born  in 
Portland,  March  14,  1840.  His  father,  Abner  J. 
Sawyer,  was  born  Sept.  3,  1815,  in  Pownal,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  the  same  State,  of  which  place  his 
grandfather,  Nathaniel  Sawyer,  was  also  a  native. 
His  great-grandfather,  Elisha  Sawyer,  was  a  native 
of  England,  and  the  son  of  Sir  William  Sawyer, 
M.  P.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  day,  settled  in  Pownal,  Me.,  and  there  his  life 
terminated.  Nathaniel  Sawyer  was  a  ship  carpen¬ 
ter,  and  all  his  life  made  his  home  in  the  city  of 
his  birth.  He  married  a  widow  lady,  Mrs.  Johnston 
by  name,  a  native  of  Saco,  Me.  Abner  J.  Sawyer, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  served  an  apprenticeship 
under  his  father  to  the  ship-building  business,  and 
worked  for  a  time  in  Portland ;  thence  he  went 
to  Medford,  Chelsea  and  Charleston  Navy  Yard. 
In  1853  he  resolved  to  see  something  more  of  the 
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veterariized  in  Co.  II,  20th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  joining 
the  regiment  at  Mustang  Island,  Tex.,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  his  regiment  until  they  were  dis¬ 
charged.  After  being  in  several  engagements  his 
eyes  received  such  injuries  that  blindness  ensued, 
not  immediate  but  gradual.  When  the  regiment 
was  discharged,  lie  was  transferred  to  the  29th 
Iowa  Infantry,  with  which  he  remained  until  its 
term  of  service  had  expired  and  it  was  mustered 
out. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  military  service,  Mr. 
Sawyer  again  returned  to  Linn  County.  His  eye¬ 
sight  continued  to  fail  gradually  until  1882,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  totally  blind.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  Patterson, 
Jan.  22,  1  8G4,  while  home  on  a  furlough.  She  was 
born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Ur.  Lewis  and  Rebecca  (Humphreys)  Patterson, 
pioneers  of  Linn  County.  Of  this  marriage  have 
been  born  five  children — Emma,  Ida,  Lewis,  Guy 
and  Florence. 

Notwithstanding  his  affliction,  the  life  of  Mr. 
Sawyer  has  been  a  very  useful  one,  and  he  is 
greatly  respected  and  beloved.  He  is  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  a  kind  husband,  an  affectionate  father,  and  is 
discharging  the  duties  of  life  with  great  credit  to 
himself,  being  a  valued  citizen  and  a  highly  es¬ 
teemed  member  of  the  community. 


LINN  COUNTY. 


OHN  STEWART,  one  of  the  honored  pio¬ 
neers  of  Linn  County,  is  a  native  of  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  born  Dec.  1,  1799.  He  was  the 
son  of  Daniel  Stewart,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
He  emigrated  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  some  years  before  the  birth  of  his  son,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  John  Stewart  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm  and  enjoyed  only  a  limited  education. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  he  arrived  at 
majority.  He  then  rented  the  homestead  from  his 
father  and  managed  it  until  about  1 844.  His  father 
then  presented  him  wifh  a  deed  to  one-half  of  the 
farm,  which  he  sold,  and  with  the  proceeds  em¬ 
igrated  West. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married,  June  30,  1825,  to  Miss 
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Bethia,  daughter  of  Thomas  Waddle,  of  Butler 
County,  Pa.  Her  father  was  also  a  farmer,  and  £ 
died  at  Black  Rock,  now  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  during  the 
War  of  1812,  and  just  before  Hull’s  surrender. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  Stewart  and  his  wife 
included  nine  children :  Margaret  J.  S.  was  born 
Aug.  17,  1 826 ;  Thomas  W.,  Jan.  19,  1828;  Daniel 
F.,  Feb.  17,  1830;  Harriet  N.,  Nov.  27,  1831; 
Mary  E.,  Feb.  17,  1834;  Arthur  T.,  Nov.  27,  1835; 
James  O.,  Oct.  3^  1837;  John  J.,  Jan.  29,  1840; 
William  B.,  March  29,  1843.  Of  these  four  are 
now  living,  viz.,  Harriet  N.,  Mary  E.,  James  O. 
and  William  B.  Two  of  the  sons  were  in  the  army 
from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  late  war, 
and  John  J.  died  in  October,  1844. 

In  1850  Mr.  Stewart  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and' 
opened  the  Cedar  Rapids  House  in  this  city,  which 
they  occupied  for  nine  years,  and  then  Mr.  Stewart 
retired  from  active  business.  He  has  been  an  in- 
dustrious  and  energetic  man  all  his  life,  and  not-  B 
withstanding  his  advanced  age,  enjoys  good  health  ] 
and  the  full  use  of  his  mental  faculties. 
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el  I  ARLES  C.  MASK  IN,  deceased,  an  hon¬ 
ored  pioneer  of  Linn  County,  was  believed 
by  many  to  have  been  the  very  first  settler 
to  make  a  location  in  this  section.  However  this 
may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  that  lie  took  the  initiatory 
steps  in  its  settlement,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to 
develop  its  resources,  and  to  open  the  way  for  the  " 
later  civilization.  Mr.  Haskin  was  born  in  Onon¬ 
daga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  1,1811.  His  father,  John 
Haskin,  was  an  early  settler  of  Onondaga  County 
and  an  enterprising,  energetic  man,  and  one  who 
identified  himself  largely  with  the  interests  of  his 
county,  and  whenever  needful,  set  aside  his  per¬ 
sonal  interests  for  the  benefit  of  the  community;  he 
lived  a  good  life  and  departed  from  the  world  with 
the  benediction  of  a  good  conscience  and  the  es¬ 
teem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Charles  C.  Haskin  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  $ 
county  and  learned  the  trade 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  went  : 
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to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  at 
his  trade,  and  thence  proceeded  to  Chicago,  which 
was  then  a  village  in  embryo.  Here  he  remained 
until  1835,  and  then  being  desirous  of  looking  at 
the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi,  he  came  into 
the  Territory  of  Iowa  while  it  was  yet  part  of  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  not  an  organized  county  within  its  lim¬ 
its.  However  he  was  pleased  with  the  country  and 
his  judgment  told  him  that  here  were  future  pos¬ 
sibilities  not  to  be  despised.  He  accordingly  made 
a  claim  near  the  present  site  of  Lisbon,  and  built  a 
log  cabin  which  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first 
in  the  county.  He  improved  and  fenced  a  part  of 
the  land  and  remained  upon  it  two  years,  then  sold 
out  and  entered  another  claim  on  the  Cedar  County 
line.  Here,  he  went  through  a  similar  experience 
to  the  preceding  one,  built  a  cabin,  and  improved 
a  part  of  the  land.  He  occupied  this  until  1847, 
then  sold  it  and  purchased  land  on  the  “  military 
road  ”  in  Linn  Township,  the  organization  of  coun¬ 
ties  and  townships  having  now  been  effected.  Upon 
this  he  remained  until  1856.  At  this  time  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  abandon  farming  and  engage  in  mercan¬ 
tile  pursuits,  in  which  he  was  occupied  for  ten 
years.  During  the  war  he  carried  on  the  boot  and 
shoe  business,  but  his  health  soon  began  to  fail  and 
he  vras  compelled  to  retire  from  active  life.  His 
decease  occurred  Aug.  18,  1874,  and  he  passed 
away  with  the  consciousness  of  having  done  his 
duty  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Charles  C.  Haskin  and  Miss  Priscilla  Thomas 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Haskin  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Cox)  Thomas.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  the  following  children : 
Julia  G.,the  wife  of  Ezekiel  S.  Swain,  lives  in  Har¬ 
din  County,  Iowa;  James  P.  married  Miss  Alice 
Morrison  and  lives  in  Beadle  County,  Dak. ;  Charles 
E.  is  also  a  resident  of  the  same  county ;  Emma  A. 
married  Lieut.  J.  Webster,  and  died  at  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  in  1880;  Luella  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years. 

Mrs.  Haskin  and  her  children  are  earnest  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  are  highly  respected  in  their  com¬ 
munity  and,  as  the  wife  of  the  honored  pioneer, 
Mrs.  H.  is  regarded  with  that  reverence  and  respect 
which  is  due  to  those  who  first  establish  a  home 
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in  the  wilderness  and  assist  in  paving  the  wray  for 
a  later  civilization,  and  smoothing  the  paths  for 
the  feet  of  their  descendants. 


DWIN  B.  WILBER,  one  of  Springville’s 
thorough-going  business  men,  is  a  son  o 
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Anthony  and  Lucy  (Grant)  Wilber,  natives 
of  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.  The  parents  were 
married  there  and  continued  residents  of  that 
county  until  1846,  when  they  moved  to  Ogle 
County,  Ill.,  settling  in  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Polo.  The  father  died  there,  March  31,  1864;  and 
the  mother  is  3ret  living  and  a  resident  of  that 
place.  Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
named,  Harriet,  Melvina,  Phebe  A.,  Edwin  B., 
Adeline,  Thompson  and  William. 

Edwin  B.  Wilber  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  April  10,  1837. 

He  was  nine  }Tears  of  age  when  his  parents  moved 
to  Ogle  County,  Ill.,  and  there  he  received  a  com¬ 
mon-school  education.  Living  at  home  until  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age  he  was  then  married,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  Polo  until  1864,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
moved  to  this  county,  and  renting  land  in  Brown  A.  1 
Township,  for  four  years  engaged  in  farming.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  the  same  township, 
and  for  two  years  occupied  his  time  in  its  improve¬ 
ment  and  cultivation.  He  then  traded  his  farm 
for  a  half  interest  in  the  mercantile  business  of 
Wilber  &  Reed  at  Springville,  the  senior  partner 
being  his  brother,  and  the  firm  became  Wilber 
Bros.  They  continued  together  for  two  years,  when 
our  subject’s  brother  sold  his  interest  in  the  business 
to  George  L.  Durno,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Wilber  &  Durno.  This  relation  existed  for 
about  six  years,  when  Mr.  Wilber  traded  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  business  for  a  farm  in  Whiteside  County, 

Ill.  He  lived  on  this  place  for  seven  years,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  general  routine  of  a  farm  life ;  he  then 
sold  the  place  and  in  the  fall  of  1885  came  back  to 
this  county.  Purchasing  the  stock  of  goods  owned 
by  George  L.  Durno  at  Springville,  he  again  em¬ 
barked  in  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  is  at 
present  engaged. 

Mr.  Wilber  was  married  at  Polo,  Ill.,  Jan.  24, 
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JOSEPH  L.  HOYLE  is  a  native  of  the 

commonwealth  of  Ohio,  whieh  is  so  noted 
for  energy,  ambition  and  wealth,  and 
brought  with  him  to  the  Hawkeye  State 
those  qualities  which  he  seemed  to  have  taken  in 
with  the  air  of  his  native  hills.  lie  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  I  Ioy le,  and  a  sketch  of  his  parents  will  be 
found  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Iloyle  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
March  14,  1843.  He  went  with  his  father  when  a 
young  boy  to  Belmont  County,  in  the  same  State, 
from  there  to  Columbiana,  then  returned  to  Belmont 
and  remained  until  1864.  In  the  early  part  of  that 
year  he  became  possessed  of  a  great  desire  to  see 
the  western  country,  and  accordingly  crossing  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was  ferried  over  the 
Mississippi  to  Iowa,  finally  landing  in  Linn  County, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  one  }rear. 
1 1  is  father  then  came  into  the  State  and  located  on 
a  farm,  and  Joseph  L.  operated  with  his  father 
for  the  two  years  following.  He  then  practically 
went  into  business  for  himself,  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
maining  on  his  father’s  farm  until  1876.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  saved  his  money  and  purchased 
eight}*  acres  of  land  on  section  16,  which  is  now  in 


his  possession  and  constitutes  a  part  of  the  present 
homestead.  After  securing  this  tract  of  land  he 
cultivated  it  industriously,  and  was  highly  success¬ 
ful  in  his  agricultural  operations.  He  now  has  a 
valuable  tract  of  land,  embellished  with  a  handsome 
farm  building,  good  barns  and  out-buildings,  and 
everything  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  agri¬ 
culture  after  the  most  approved  methods  of  the 
"  .._.H222gS 


1861,  to  Miss  Harriet  Collar,  daughter  of  Harrison 
and  Betsey  A.  Collar.  Mrs.  Wilber  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  Aug.  9,  1842,*  and  her  union  with 
our  subject  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three 
children — Lucy  K.,  Nettie  G.  and  Herbert E.  Lucy 
is  the  wife  of  Watson  Van  Demark  and  they  reside 
in  Whiteside  County,  Ill.  Our  subject  has  held 
most  of  the  minor  olfiees  of  his  township.  He  was 
Trustee  for  many  years  and  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board  for  two  terms.  In  politics  he  is  Republican, 
and  as  a  business  man  is  classed  among  the  fore¬ 
most  of  Springville. 


present  day.  1 1  is  farm  implements  and  machinery 
are  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  design,  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicates  system,  order, 


and  the  direction  of  a  clear  head  and  intelligent 


ner,  and  in  his  daily  life  pursues  the  course  which 


at  his  close  will  entitle  him  to  the  verdict  of 
done.” 


Well 


TEPHEN  VAN  IIOUTEN,  retired  from 
the  active  labors  of  farm  life  and  living  at 
Springville,  is  one  of  the  children  of  Peter 
P.  and  Rachel  (Yourie)  Van  Houten.  The 
parents  were  natives  of  Rockland  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  settled  and  lived  the  greater  portion  of 
their  lives.  He  was  a  wood-turner  byr  occupation, 
and  also  ran  a  sawmill.  For  four  years  he  lived  in 
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mind.  In  addition  to  mixed  husbandry,  lie  makes 
a  specialty  of  Jersey  cattle,  of  which  he  exhibits  a 
fine  herd  of  thirty  head. 

The  marriage  of  Joseph  L.  Hoyle  and  Miss  De-  jj  i 
borali  T.  Smith  was  celebrated  in  Guernsey  County,  ~ 
Ohio,  Oct.  8,  1867.  Mrs.  Hoyle  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  M.  and  Edith  (Kirk)  Smith.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  and 
the  mother  of  Jefferson  County,  the  same  State. 
They  settled  in  the  first-named  county  after  their  3  J- 
marriage,  and  remained  there  most  of  the  time 
until  the  death  .of  the  father,  which  occured  June 
23,  1876.  The  decease  of  the  mother  had  occurred 
previously,  June  28,  1851.  Of  this  union  were 
born  five  children — Deborah  T.,  William  K.,  Cath¬ 
arine  L.,  Elwood  T.  and  Lemuel  K. 

Mrs.  Deborah  T.  Hoyle  was  born  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  19,  1840.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children — Edith  C..  Howard  E.,  Louis  L.,  Mary  D. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyle  are  members  of  the  peaceful 
Society  of  Friends,  and  in  their  character  and  in 
their  life,  form  consistent  examples  of  this  admir¬ 
able  religious  sect.  Mr.  Iloyle  is  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen,  possessing  those  high  moral 
-  principles  which  at  once  command  respect.  Polit¬ 
ically  he  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  conscientiously  endorses  its  principles  by*  his 
voice  and  vote  whenever  opportunity  occurs.  He 
is  filling  his  place  in  society  in  a  worthy  man- 
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Wisconsin,  and  while  a  resident  of  that  State  devo- 
ted  his  time  to  agricultural  pursuits.  A  few  years 
prior  to  his  moving  to  Wisconsin  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising.  lie  died  in  Rockland  County,  N A ., 
in  1864,  and  his  good  wife,  in  the  same  county,  in 
1867.  They  had  five  children — Elizabeth  A.,  Fred¬ 
erick,  Stephen,  John  M.  and  Mary  E. 

The  subject  of  this  biograph}’  was  born  in  Rock¬ 
land  County,  N.  Y.,  May  11,  1835.  When  he  was 
ten  j’ears  of  age  he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
Stephen  Yourie,  and  remained  with  him  for  five 
years.  Returning  home,  he  went  to  school  a  year, 
and  then  worked  at  such  employment  as  he  could 
find.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  labor  from  earl}’  youth,  and  followed  different 
occupations  until  the  spring  of  the  year  he  was 
eighteen.  He  then  went  to  New  York  City  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
working  at  the  same  for  two  and  a  half  years.  The 
first  year  he  received  $25  and  his  board,  the  second 
year  $30  and  board,  and  the  third  year  $35  and 
board,  but  on  account  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
his  employer  to  fulfill  his  part  of  the  contract,  Mr. 
Van  Houten  left  his  employ  in  the  fall  of  the  third 
year. 

In  September,  1855,  our  subject  emigrated  to 
Wisconsin  and  settled  at  Beaver  Dam.  where  he 
continued  to  reside  the  major  portion  of  his  time 
until  1874.  While  there  he  was  occupied  in  fann¬ 
ing-  and  working  at  his  trade.  In  1857  he  was  en- 
gaged  with  a  surveying  party  for  several  weeks, 
and  during  the  winter  of  that  year  he  chopped 
cordwood  and  made  rails  for  his  board,  as  times 
were  hard  and  money  scarce,  and  employment 
could  not  be  found  that  was  remunerative.  The 
following  spring,  1858,  he  began  to  improve  a 
patch  of  land  belonging  to  his  father,  and  continued 
farming  in  that  State  until  1864.  During  the  year 
last  named  he  came  to  this  county,  and  renting  a 
farm  in  Brown  Township  he  located  upon  it,  but  - 
the  same  year  purchased  the  same  120  acres  on  sec- 
|  :■  tion  20  of  that  township.  He  moved  on  his  pur¬ 
chase  and  there  lived,  following  the  daily  routine 
of  a  farmer’s  life,  until  the  fall  of  1877,  when  he 
rented  his  place,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  he  made  a 
journey  with  a  team  from  Iowa  to  Wisconsin,  and 
returning  the  following  February,  he  located  in 
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Springville,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  is  the 
owner  of  valuable  village  property  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Van  Houten  was  married  near  Lost  Lake, 
Wis.,  July  4,  1858,  to  Angeline,  daughter  of  Jo¬ 
seph  and  Polly  A.  (Warren)  Smith,  natives  of  New 
York.  Her  grandfather  was  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  where  the  thriving  city  of  Saratoga  now 
stands,  but  considered  it  worthless,  it  being  swampy 
and  unfit  for  agricultural  purposes.  Mrs.  Van  Hou¬ 
ten  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  July  16, 
1840,  and  bore  our  subject  four  children — George 
F.,  Arthur  A.,  John  M.  and  Nettie  R.  Mr.  Van 
Houten  has  held  the  office  of  Township  and  City 
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Assessor,  and  in  politics  is  independent,  although 
he  inclines  toward  the  doctrine  of  the  Republican 
party.  Mrs.  Van  Houten  departed  this  life  in 
Brown  Township,  Sept.  9,  1877. 
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THOMAS  HOYLF,  a  solid  and  substantial 
farmer  carrying  on  agricultural  operations 
on  section  19  of  Brown  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  born  Jan.  10,  1820. 
His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth  Hoyle,  of 
good  old  English  ancestry  and  parentage,  and  they 
came  to  America  in  1812,  making  their  first  settle¬ 
ment  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  whence  they  removed 
to  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  and  there  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  most  excellent 
people,  of  sound  moral  and  religious  principles,  and 
became  the  parents  of  a  family  of  six  children — 
Benjamin,  John,  Jane,  Thomas,  Hannah  and  Jo¬ 
seph. 

Thomas  Hoyle  was  the  fourth  child  and  third 
son  of  the  parental  household.  "When  a  little  more 
than  three  years  old,  his  parents  left  Pennsylvania 
and  removed  to  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  went  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he 
operated  for  a  time,  and  afterward  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  that  county.  He  also  lived  for  a 
space  of  eight  years  in  Columbiana  County. 

Thomas  Hoyle  and  Miss  Hannah  Vail  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  April  28,  1842. 
Mrs.  Hoyle  was  born  in  Belmont  County,  April 
28,  1816,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
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become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Joseph  L.  and 
William  G. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr.  Hoyle,  with  his  wife 
and  two  children,  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
Brown  Township,  where  he  purchased  240  acres  of 
land,  partly  in  Brown  and  partly  in  Marion  Town¬ 
ships.  lie  located  the  homestead  on  section  19  of 
Brown  Township,  and  erected  a  good  set  of  farm 
buildings.  He  subsequently  disposed  of  a  portion 
of  his  land,  and  retains  only  146  acres,  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  up¬ 
on  which  he  has  reared  his  children,  and  now  be¬ 
holds  them  comfortably  established  in  life.  Joseph 
L.,  the  elder  son,  married  Miss  Deborah  Smith, 
and  they  reside  in  Brown  Township;  William  G. 
married  Miss  Lovina  Hampton,  and  lives  in  Marion 
Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyle  are  members  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  peaceable  Society  of  Friends,  and  en¬ 
deavor  to  carry  out  in  their  daily  lives  those  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  the  founder  of  this  religious  sect 
was  so  eminently  noted.  In  politics  Mr.  Hoyle 
casts  his  vote  and  influence  with  the  Republican 
party. 
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IIARLES  W.  RHOTEN,  of  the  livery  firm 
of  Rhoten  Bros.,  at  Springville,  is  an  off¬ 
spring  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Hazelrigg) 
Rhoten,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Indiana  and  subsequently  came  to  this 
State  and  located  in  Fairview  Township,  Jones 
County.  Still  later  they  moved  to  this  county  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Brown  Township.  There  the 
father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  Aug.  10, 1869.  He  became  the 
head  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  viz. :  Thomas, 
Mary  E.,  Sarah  A.,  Susan,  Melinda,  Jennie,  John 
H.j  Ruth,  Charles  W.,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Thomas  went  to  Montana  Territory,  in  about  1862, 
and  continued  to  reside  there  until  1868,  when  he 
started  for  his  home  in  this  county,  and  since  that 
time  nothing  has  ever  been  heard  of  him.  He 
started  down  the  I  ellowstone,  in  company  with 
four  others  on  a  flatboat,  and  it  is  supposed  he  was 
killed  by  the  Indians;  Mary  E.  died  in  youth; 
Sarah  A.  is  living  in  Brown  Township,  this  county; 
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Susan  was  married  to  Joseph  Kinney,  who  was  lost 
on  the  Yellowstone  River,  in  the  summer  of  1868, 
and  probably  met  the  same  fate  as  Thomas  Rhoten. 
She  was  married  a  second  time  to  C.  O.  Plumley, 
and  they  are  living  in  Maine  Township;  Melinda 
was  the  first  wife  of  C.  O.  Plumley,  and  departed 
this  life  in  Brown  Township;  Jennie  was  married 
to  Calvin  Moore,  and  they  live  in  Springville, 
John  H.  is  married  and  is  farming  in  Brown 
Township,  and  Ruth  departed  this  life  in  infancy. 

Charles  W.  Rhoten  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and 
was  born  in  Brown  Township  June  6,  1854.  He 
received  such  educational  advantages  as  were  to  be 
acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and  knows  no 
other  occupation  than  farming,  which  he  followed 
until  the  spring  of  1886,  and  that  in  which  he  is 
engaged  at  the  present  time.  Leaving  the  farm,  in 
the  spring  of  1886,  he  came  to  Springville  and 
bought  the  livery  business,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  John  II.,  which  they  are  now  conducting. 
The  firm  is  known  as  Rhoten  Bros.,  and  they  keep 
an  A  No.  1  livery,  having  about  eleven  head  of 
horses,  and  vehicles  enough  to  accomodate  the  trav¬ 
eling  public.  They  are  pleasant  and  agreeable  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  do  business  with.  Our  subject  is  also  the 
owner  of  an  undivided  interest  in  400  acres  of  land 
in  Brown  Township. 

Charles  W.  Rhoten  was  married,  in  Jones 
County,  Iowa,  Jan.  13,  1876,  to  Sarah  A.  daughter 
of  James  and  Delilah  (Newhouse)  Merritt.  She 
was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  July  4,  1856, 
and  of  her  union  with  our  subject  two  children 
were  born — Myron  E.  and  Lloyd  Leland.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  never  fails  to  vote 
with  that  party  when  opportunity  affords. 
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D WARD  J.  HAWKINS,  a  well-to-do  farmer, 
stock-raiser,  dairyman  and  butcher,  occupies 
a  valuable  homestead  on  section  4  in  Col¬ 
lege  Township.  He  has  been  a  member  of  this  com¬ 
munity  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,  coming  here 
in  1861,  and  making  his  first  settlement  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  dealt  in  wood,  stone  and  general  sup¬ 
plies  for  nine  years,  when  he  located  on  a  fine  tract 


of  land  of  120  acres,  upon  which  lie  is  now 
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ing  on  his  various  interests.  Connected  with  his 
dairy  business  he  has  forty  cows,  and  supplies  a 
large  milk  trade  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
took  up  the  butchering  business  in  1875,  and  has 
two  markets  on  Third  avenue  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Hawkins  is  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
county  of  Kent,  England,  and  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1827.  His  father’s  name  was  Edward  Hawkins,  a 
native  of  Manchester  and  a  contractor  of  public 
works.  He  went  to  the  county  of  Kent  when  a 
young  man,  and  there  married  Miss  Susan  Bradley, 
a  native  of  that  county.  They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1837,  and  the  same  year  settled  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio.  The}7  were  there  occupied 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  also  in  dairying.  They 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  the  father  dying  in  1851, 
and  the  mother  about  seven  years  later.  The  issue 
of  their  union  had  been  four  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  third  child.  They  are  all  living, 
viz.,  James;  Mary,  a  widow;  Edward  J.  and  Will¬ 
iam.  William  lives  in  Illinois.  The  two  sisters 
married  Ohio  farmers. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  with  his 
father,  assisting  him  in  all  the  duties  of  the  farm, 
and  obtaining  an  excellent  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  was  married  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 
June  13,  1848,  the  maiden' name  of  his  wife  being 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Brainerd,  who  was  born  in  May,  1817, 
in  Geauga  County.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hawkins 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  the  father, 
a  well-to-do  farmer.  The  mother  still  survives, 
and  her  home  is  in  Bedford,  Ohio.  The  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Ohio,  in  1863. 

Mr.  Hawkins  remained  in  Ohio  until  1857,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  six  years  later  pushed 
on  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Cedar  Rapids.  His  wife 
survived  after  this  removal  only  about  four  years. 
By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  H.  she  became  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased ;  the 
balance  are  married  and  established  in  homes  of 
their  own. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Hawkins  occurred 
June  13,  1869.  The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Mrs. 
Frances  A.  (Petska)  Peters.  She  was  a  native  of 
Bohemia,  born  Dec.  4,  1840.  She  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  reared 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  there  married  to  her  first  hus- 
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band,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  George,  who  is 
deceased.  To  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hawkins  have  been  born  four  children — Frank  II., 
Frederick  A.,  Lucy  M.  and  Roy  M. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Hawkins  lies  near  the  city  limits, 
and  he  has  considerable  valuable  property  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  is  independent  in  politics. 

©OL.  JOHN  M.  MAY,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  whose 
portrait  is  given  on  the  opposite  page,  is 
known  throughout  the  country  for  his  enterprise, . 
worth,  integrity  and  liberality.  He  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Ellis 
and  Mary  (Wells)  May,  natives  of  Dedham,  Mass., 
and  Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and  who  were 
married  in  1797.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  1772,  and  his  wife  in  1778.  They  settled 
on  a  large  farm  adjoining  Union  Village,  Washing¬ 
ton  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  all  their  children  were  born. 
A  thorough  and  prosperous  farmer,  adding  farm 
to  farm,  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
he  was  social,  hospitable  and  philanthropic  in  a 
marked  degree,  and  lived  a  married  life  of  more 
than  fifty-five  years.  He  and  his  wife  reared  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  twelve  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Philander  F.,  of 
Nashua,  Iowa;  John  M.,  of  this  county,  and  Lucius 
S.,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Few  families  had  more 
careful  culture  and  religious  training  by  pious  par¬ 
ents  than  that  of  our  subject.  The  eldest  brother 
became  an  able  and  highly-esteemed  Presbyterian 
minister;  two  others  were  judicious  medical  prac¬ 
titioners,  and  all  were  respected  and  useful  citi¬ 
zens. 

Col.  John  M.  May  was  educated  for  the  legal 
profession,  and  practiced  ehiefiy  in  the  Federal 
courts,  making  a  specialty  of  patent  cases,  in  which 
department  of  jurisprudence  he  achieved  marked 
success.  His  taste  for  this  branch  of  the  profession 
was  awakened  at  an  early  age  by  listening  to  the 
great  Daniel  Webster  in  appealed  patent  cases,  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  (full 
bench),  in  the  city  of  Washington,  notably  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  Woodworth  Planing  Machine  patent  cases, 
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so  long  in  litigation  and  involving  large  sums  of 
money.  Thus  fostered,  with  his  skill  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  mechanical  arts,  he  possesssed  great 
advantages. 

Col.  May  has  done  much  in  inventing  and  bring¬ 
ing  into  use  many  valuable  improvements  of  his 
own,  besides  securing  patents  for  others.  There 
have  been  issued  to  him  by  the  United  States  Patent 
Office  over  twenty  patents  of  his  own  inventions, 
including  steel  plows,  pumps,  wind-mills,  corn- 
planters,  quartz-rock  crushing  machinery,  oscillat¬ 
ing  barbs  for  wire  fence  to  prevent  the  laceration 
of  animals  coming  in  contact,  yet  retaining  their 
repelling  qualities,  railroad  rails  and  railroad  wheels 
and  axles.  lie  is  now  engaged  in  perfecting  his 
automatic  railroad  trucks,  for  obviating  the  fric¬ 
tion  of  wheels  against  rails  on  curves  on  the  al¬ 
ignment  of  railroads,  and  has  built  a  few  hundred 
feet  of  railroad  track  for  conducting  his  experi¬ 
ments. 

When  residing  in  Wisconsin  Col.  May  was  a 
successful  manufacturer  of  agricultural  implements, 
especially  his  steel  plow,  that  obtained  great  popu¬ 
larity  and  was  the  leading  plow  as  early  as  1850, 
taking  the  first  premium  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in 
sharp  competition,  at  the  third  annual  fair  of  the 
Chicago  Mechanics’  Institute.  He  also  established 
a  literary  and  family  newspaper,  the  Northwestern 
Advance,  in  the  city  of  Janesville,  Wis.,  removed 
it  to  Milwaukee,  conducted  it  successfully  for  three 
years,  making  it  “  metropolitan  in  every  respect,” 
and  sold  it  to  parties  in  that  city. 

Tbe  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  a  liberal  giver  to  all 
institutions  of  merit,  and  has  never  been  known  to 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  true  charity,  a  trait  inherited 
from  his  revered  parents.  When  times  are  hard 
and  work  difficult  to  procure  he  contrives  some 
useful  employment  for  willing  hands,  thus  earning 
the  u  richest  of  crowns — the  blessings  of  the  poor.” 


1  With  the  temperance  movement  he  has  ever  been 


I 


identified.  He  was  initiated  into  the  Sons  of  Tem¬ 
perance  order  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  at  its  early 
organization,  and  became  the  Grand  Worthy  Pat¬ 
riarch  of  the  Grand  Division  of  Wisconsin,  on  his 
removal  to  that  then  Territory,  and  personally  or¬ 
ganized  twenty  subordinate  divisions.  The  order 


flourished  man}'-  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Good  Templars,  the  more  excellent  ritual  and  ef¬ 
ficiency  of  the  latter  meeting  his  hearty  approba¬ 
tion,  and  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  its  Worthy 
Chief  Templars.  These  organizations  and  their 
noble  work  are  reminiscences  that  he  cherishes. 
With  the  Masonic  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  institutions  Col. 
May  was  also  identified,  and  built  for  them  their 
first  hall  in  his  adopted  city.  Later  his  work  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity  was  chiefly  in  the  Chapter 
and  Commandery,  ever  deeming  the  salutary  influ¬ 
ences  of  these  several  orders  second  only  to  that  of 
the  Church  and  the  Bible.  With  the  Republican 
party  he  has  been  identified  since  its  organization, 
and  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  success, 
cheerfully  sharing  its  burdens. 

One  of  his  elder  brothers,  skilled  in  military  tac¬ 
tics,  taught  classes  in  the  use  of  arms,  particularly 
the  sword  exercise. 

Our  subject  held  commissions  from  two  of  the 
Governors  of  the  State  of  New  York  as  a  staff 
officer,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  before  the  memora¬ 
ble  “go  West,  young  man  ”  was  promulgated;  and 
in  Wisconsin,  in  its  Territorial  days,  held  a  like 
commission,  and  after  it  became  a  State,  and  its 
military  organization  completed,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  a  military  engineer,  on  Maj.-Gen.  Suther¬ 
land’s  Staff,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  This  was 
during  the  Southern  Rebellion,  at  a  time  when 
another  call  for  troops  was  expected,  but  the  Re¬ 
bellion  was  approaching  its  culmination  and  failure. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  war  Congress  passed  a  law 
that  those  not  liable  to  draft  could  send  represent¬ 
ative  recruits,  if  the}?  chose,  to  fill  the  depleted 
ranks  of  the  armies  at  the  front.  Col.  May  and 
two  of  his  fellow-citizens  sent  each  a  recruit  at  a 
cost  of  $1,000  each,  besides  contributing  freely  for 
the  boys  in  blue. 

Col.  May  has  always  been  a  bold  and  sagacious 
real-estate  operator,  first  at  Belmont  on  the  Gen¬ 
esee  River,  at  a  point  where  the  N.  Y.  &  E.  R.  R. 
crosses  that  stream,  where  he  laid  out  a  town  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Belmont,  giv¬ 
ing  it  his  middle  name,  Milton,  which,  was  after¬ 
ward  incorporated  into  the  town  of  Belmont,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the  city.  Here 
was  his  first  and  successful  experience  as  a  railroad 
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contractor,  under  the  original  N.  Y.  &  E.  R.  R. 
corporation;  next  at  Janesville,  Wis.,  by  laying- 
out  an  addition  to  that  city,  and  building  exten¬ 
sively;  next  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  in  1853,  when 
he  came  to  this  city  and  purchased  land  and  lots, 
remaining  but  a  short  time,  returning  annually  and 
making  more  purchases,  and  finally,  in  1874,  came 
to  reside  permanently,  taking  an  active  part  in  its 
development.  He  has  laid  out  one  addition  to  the 
city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  eight  or  more  additions 
to  West  Cedar  Rapids,  a  name  that  he  secured  for 
the  West  side  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1855, 
at  its  last  session  in  Iowa  City.  He  also  secured 
an  act  for  the  first  free  bridge  in  the  city,  which 
was  built  and  used  to  great  advantage,  but  was  af¬ 
terward  destroyed  by  ice  and  flood.  He  also  laid 
out  the  town  of  May  Island,  on  May’s  Island,  of 
about  six  acres,  lying  between  Cedar  Rapids  and 
West  Cedar  Rapids,  and  connected  with  each  by 
iron  bridges,  also  b}r  a  double  track  street  railway. 
On  this  island  he  has  already  expended  about  $25,- 
000,  largely  in  fortifying  and  strengthening  it.  On 
the  island  now  reside  six  families,  and  his  own 
office,  fronting  on  Island  avenue.  About  half  its 
area  is  a  fine  garden,  and  the  balance  is  heavily 
timbered,  which  he  preserves  with  care.  Many 
native  song  birds  make  it  their  summer  home,  add¬ 
ing  to  its  attractions  as  a  summer  resort,  and  to 
kill  or  even  frighten  them  is  to  incur  the  decided 
displeasure  of  the  owner. 

He  has  also  laid  out  a  town — Mayfield — on  the 
B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  adjoining  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids  on  the  south.  On  this  plat  there  is  an 
abundance  of  building  stone,  also  exhaustless  beds 
of  unexcelled  clay,  suitable  for  drain  tile,  pressed 
brick,  sewer  pipe  and  pottery  ware.  The  name 
Mayfield  is  given  in  honor  of  the  beautiful  and 
wealthy  English  village  of  that  name  a  few  miles 
south  of  London,  to  which  his  family  ancestry  is 
traced  to  the  early  date  of  1640.  We  glean  this 
from  an  elaborate  volume,  entitled  “  Genealogy  of 
the  May  Family,”  a  second  and  enlarged  edition 
now  in  press.  He  has  projected  a  site  for  a 
manufacturing  city,  also,  at  the  town  of  Cedar 
Bluffs,  on  the  Cedar  River,  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa, 
about  thirty  miles  southeast  from  Cedar  Rapids, 
having  purchased  farming  and  timber  land  and  ex- 
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tensive  quarries  of  the  Anamosa  stone  formation,  } 
and  organized  a  company  for  its  improvement.  ! 
The  water-power  here  is  pronounced  the  best  in 
the  State  for  volume  and  safety.  Situated  in  one 


and  best  agricultural  counties  i 

...  ll 

by  an  intelligent,  industrious  and 

a  business 


of  the  richest 
Iowa,  settled 

thrift}"  people,  the  Bluffs  is  already  quite 
center. 

In  Fairview  Township,  adjoining  the  city  of 
Anamosa,  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  Col.  May  has 
farming,  timber  and  quarry  lands,  the  latter  trav¬ 
ersed  three-fourths  of  a  mile  by  the  C.,  M.  &  St. 
P.  R.  R.  His  benevolent  disposition  is  indicated 
by  his  having  already  given  ten  city  lots  as  sites 
for  manufacturing  industries  and  for  church  and 
Sunday-school  purposes  without  denominational 
bias. 

'Substantially  a  self-made  man,  Col.  May  belongs 
to  a  class  whose  characteristics  in  every-day  life 
are  patriotism,  intelligence  and  integrity. 
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ON.  WM.  B.  LEACH,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness.  He  is  a  native  of  Lisbon,  N.  II., 
born  July  4,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  James 
Trifene  (Benton)  Leach,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  great-grandfather,  William  Leach, 
settled  in  Chester  (old  town),  in  1746.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  England.  His  son,  William,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  his  son,  James,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
departed  this  life  in  1836.  The  mother  died 
in  1832.  The  family  consisted  of  three  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  only  one 
living.  Cyrus  B.  died  in  1861,  and  George  E.,  in 
1848. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  rceived  his  pri¬ 
mary  education  in  the  public  schools  and  attended 
the  University  for  two  years.  He  commenced 
teaching  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  continued  for 
six  years,  during  the  winter  season,  and  working 
upon  the  farm  in  the  summer.  He  subsequently 
engaged  as  Civil  Engineer,  making  the  survey  for 
a  railway  from  Hoboken  to  Pittston.  He  then 
went  to  Faribault,  Minn.,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
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bar  in  1858.  lie  commenced  practice  in  Hastings, 
Minn.,  and  continued  until  1861.  lie  then  en¬ 
listed  in  the  1st  Minnesota  Regiment,  and  was  in 
the  service  three  years.  lie  received  a  Captain’s 
commission  and  was  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
being  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Maj.-Gen. 
Davis.  He  was  transferred  to  the  department 
of  the  Gulf  as  Inspector  General  of  the  13th  Army 
Corps.  He  left  the  service  in  March,  1864,  and 
coming  to  Cedar  Rapids  the  following  year  engaged 
in  running  a  Hour  and  saw  mill.  After  six  years  he 
again  resumed  his  law  practice  and  real-estate  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  has  since  continued. 

In  1867  Mr.  Leach  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
from  Linn  County,  and  was  Mayor  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  from  1870  to  1876.  He  was  then  elected  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  a  term  of  four  years  and 
re-elected  in  1880. 

He  was  married,  June  19,  1861.,  to  Miss  Mary  C. 
Hammond,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  daughter  of 
Amarich  and  Annie  (Cook)  Hammond,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children — Walter 
C.,  Lucy  W.  and  George  E.  Mr.  Leach,  his  wife 
and  eldest  son  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Socially,  Mr.  Leach  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  has  attained  the  3 2d  degree. 


EORGE  B.  HART,  an  esteemed  citizen  of* 
Brown  Township,  occupies  his  comfortable 
home  on  section  1 3,  and  is  one  of  the  prom¬ 
inent  members  of  his  community.  He  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Caroline  (Lourv)  Hart.  George 
Hart  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  Miss  Caroline  Loury 
of  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  Virginia,  re¬ 
mained  there  for  a  time  and  then  removed  to  Tus¬ 
carawas  County,  Ohio;  thence  they  proceeded  to 
Illinois  and  lived  six  years  in  Shelby  County,  be¬ 
ing  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  father 
became  possessed  of  a  desire  to  go  still  further 
westward,  and  accordingly,  in  company  with  his 
wife,  made  a  trip  to  Iowa  in  1846.  They  came 
into  Linn  Count}'  and  located  in  Buffalo  Township, 
remaining  there  until  the  decease  of  the  father  in 
February,  1861.  The  mother  still  survives  and  is 
resident  of  Viola. 


The  home  of  these  excellent 
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parents  embraced  a  little  family  of  live  children — 
Augustus  L.,  Joseph  M.,  George  B.,  Margaret  E. 
and  Marcus  A. 

George  B.  Hart  was  born  in  Ohio,  March  11, 
1 837,  and  was  nine  years  old  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Linn  County.  He  remained  with 
them  until  lie  had  attained  to  years 


III 

of  manhood  8  i 

and  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1859.  :  fi 


After  his  marriage  he  became  a  laborer,  working  :  i 


out  by  the  month  for  one  year 
economy  he  hoarded  his  little  s 
soon  enabled  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  land 


With  a  wise 
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in  Buffalo  Township,  which  he  improved,  and  upon 
which  he  remained  until  1874.  He  then  disposed  §  I 

a  lo-  |  l 


of  his  possession  at  a  good  profit,  and  findin 
cation  in  Brown  Township  which  suited  him  very 
well,  he  purchased  eighty-seven  acres  on  section  c 
13,  which  since  that  time  has  constituted  the  family 
homestead,  and  where  he  has  followed  his  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  with  pleasure  and  with  profit. 

The  marriage  of  George  B.  Hart  and  Miss  Mary 
C.  Welch  was  celebrated  in  Grant  County,  Wis., 
Sept.  5,  1859.  Mrs.  Hart  is  the  daughter  of  Job 
R.  and  Catharine  (Sherwood)  Welch.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  her  mother  of 
Pennsylvania.  After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Welch  located  in  the  Empire  State,  but  afterward 
removed  to  Chenango  County,  Pa.,  where  the  de¬ 
cease  of  the  mother  took  place.  The  father  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  State,  and  journeyed  west  to  fj 
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Iowa  in  about  1854.  He  remained  for  a  time  in 


Jones  County,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Colo¬ 


rado  where  his  decease  occurred  in  Black  Hawk, 
Nov.  25,  1874.  Of  this  union  four  children  were 
born — John  C.,  Mary  C.,  Helen  and  James. 


Mrs.  Mary  C.  Hart,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was 

**  ■ 

N  •  V 

B:i{ 


born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1844 
By  her  union  with  Mr.  Hart  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children — Arthur  M.,  Minnie  B.  and 
Nina  E.  M.  Minnie  B.  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Hess  and  resides  in  Brown  Township.  The  other 
children  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Hart  is  a  valued  citizen,  enjoys  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  community,  and  has  held  the  minor 
offices  of  his  township.  He  takes  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters,  and  has  been  Director  of 
the  District  School;  he  has  also  occupied  the  posi- 


^  H  i—1  r f 


o 


i . 


P'rV'rgH 


1  umiii  ^  ixyxiii  xinmxt^n: 


^Rtggm 


I 


I  ecE.HErEHHEriE 


LINN  COUNTY. 


lion  of  Road  Supervisor;  he  encourages  all  pro¬ 
jects  having  for  their  object  the  welfare  of  his 
township,  and  is  interested,  as  any  intelligent  man 
should  be,  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  general 
good  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a  good  thinker 
and  well  informed,  liberal  minded  and  independent 
in  politics.  Perhaps  he  may  not  be  called  intensely 
religious,  but  he  is  a  faithful  follower  of  the  pre¬ 
cepts  laid  down  in  the  Golden  Rule.  Mrs.  Hart  is 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints. 
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OLIN  E.  UTT,  General  Freight  Agent  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail¬ 
way,  headquarters  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was 
born  near  Oregon,  Holt  Co.,  Mo.,  June  18, 
1849.  The  family  moved  to  White  Cloud,  Kan., 
in  April,  1859.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
given  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  gradu¬ 
ating  at  McKendree  College,  Lebanon,  Ill.,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.  After  reading  law  two  years,  he 
adopted  the  railway  service  for  his  future  profes¬ 
sion,  commencing  with  a  position  as  Station  Agent, 
at  White  Cloud,  Ivan.,  and  afterward  filling  the 
position  of  General  Freight  and  Passenger  Agent, 
Atchison  &  Nebraska  Railway;  Southwestern 
Agent  and  Contracting  Agent,  Chicago,  Rock  Is¬ 
land  &  Pacific  Railway,  and  finally  his  present  posi¬ 
tion,  which  he  has  filled  four  jmars.  Mr.  Utt  was 
married,  Oct.  3,  1880,  to  Miss  Sophie  A.  Raynor,  a 
most  estimable  lady  of  Atchison,  Kan. ;  their  home 
is  blest  with  two  children — Olive  and  Lee  Ham¬ 
ilton. 

•**%- ****•+•  +o+ 

ON.  THEODORE  S.  PARVIN.  Good  deeds 
and  successful  attainments  in  life  are  com¬ 
mendable  and  worthy  of  mention.  Such  is 
a))  the  case  regarding  the  life  of  the  gentleman 
whose  biography  we  write,  Hon.  Theodore  S.  Par- 
vin.  He  is  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  and  Past  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  Knights  Templars  of  the  LTnited 
States  of  America.  Mr.  Parvin  is  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  born  Jan.  15,  1817,  of  parents  by 
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the  name  of  Josiah  and  LjTdia  (Harris)  Parvin,  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  sea  captain  and 
followed  the  sea  until  he  was  past  forty  years  of 
age.  He  then  located  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  • 
lived  many  years  of  active  labor,  and  upon  the  ’ 
death  of  his  wife  removed  to  Iowa  City,  and  made  . 
his  home  with  his  son,  where  he  died,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  which  he  joined  about  1816,  and  was 
Treasurer  of  the  lodge  to  which  he  belonged  for 
many  }rears.  II  is  father,  Daniel  Parvin,  whose 

ancestry  came  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  was  a 
public  man  and  also  a  gentleman  of  means.  Like 
his  son,  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty  - 
eight  years.  Josiah  Parvin,  while  a  resident  of 
Cumberland  County,  N.  J.,  was  Under  Sheriff  of 
the  county,  being  elected  to  that  office  by  a  Demo¬ 
cratic  vote,  he  being  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  that  party.  He 
reared  a  family  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Lafayette,  a  resident  of  Washington, 

D.  C.,  where  he  is  clerking  in  the  War  Department; 
he  went  to  California  in  1 850,  and  there  edited  a 
paper  and  also  dealt  in  gold  dust,  remaining  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War.  Selling 
out  his  interest  in  California  he  enlisted  in  the  army 
as  private,  was  elected  Captain,  and  continued  to 
serve  his  country  faithfully  and  well  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  then  went  to  Washington  and  has 
since  that  time  been  connected  with  the  War  De¬ 
partment.  Rhoda  E.,  Mrs.  Mulford,  is  a  resident 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  her  husband  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  was  the  eldest  of  the  family.  His  mother, 
Lydia  Harris,  was  a  woman  of  gentle  manners 
and  of  devoted  piety,  being  a  Presbyterian.  The  son 
being  lame  from  his  youth,  and  unable  to  engage 
in  out-door  sports  or  exercise,  was  thrown  much  in 
her  societ}^,  and  to  her  Christian  influence  and  ex¬ 
ample  is  largely  indebted  for  whatever  success  in 
the  higher  walks  of  life  he  may  have  attained. 

Mr.  Parvin  spent  his  time  in  school  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age  and  then  graduated  from  the 
Cincinnati  College.  After  that  he  read  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  John  C.  Wright,  and  continued 
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under  that  gentleman’s  instruction  for  three  years. 
He  then  came  to  this  State,  and  in  1838  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  here,  and  at  once  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Muscatine.  There 
he  continued  to  reside  until  18(>0,  meeting  witli 
success  as  a  practitioner,  and  was  then  elected  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Natural  Science  in  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  at  Iowa  City.  This  position  he  held  for 
eleven  years,  and  during  this  time  also  gave  his  at¬ 
tention  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  devolv¬ 
ing  upon  the  incumbent  of  the  office  which  he  now 
holds,  and  to  which  he  was  first  elected  dan.  3, 
184  4.  Since  Mr.  Parvin’s  first  election  to  the  office 
of  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge 
of  Iowa,  he  has  been  continuously  re-elected  to  the 
same  office  each  succeeding  year  save  one,  when  he 
was  elected  Grand  Master,  until  the  present  time. 
This  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  attest  not  only  his 
ability^  and  efficiency  as  an  individual  capable  of 
holding  an  office  of  public  trust,  but  of  his  stand¬ 
ing  among  the  brethren  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 


-  Iowa,  with  .Miss  Agnes  McCully,  May  17,  1843. 
They  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children  : 
May,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Lee,  engaged 
,  in  the  furniture  business  at  Iowa  City;  Harris  M., 
a  resident  of  that  city;  Newton  R.,  Deputy 


1  also 

j?  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Cedar 


Rapids;  Theodore  W.,  a  civil  engineer;  Fred  ()., 


throughout  the  State.  He  was  elected  Grand 


Master  of  the  lodge  in  1852,  and  held  that  position 
one  year.  He  has  also  held  the  office  of  District 
Attorney  for  sixteen  counties  in  the  State. 

From  1857,  to  1800,  Mr.  Parvin  was  Registrar 
of  the  State  Land  Office  at  Des  Moines,  and  was 
the  last  Democratic  State  Officer  in  Iowa.  He  was 
the  first  Librarian  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  being 
appointed  in  1849,  and  the  sum  of  $5,000  was-placed 
in  his  hands  by  the  Government,  and  disbursed  by 
him  in  the  purchase  of  works  for  the  Library.  He 
was  also  Clerk  of  the  United  States  Court  from  1846 
until  1858,  when  he  resigned  the  position.  The 
corner-stone  of  the  Masonic  Library  building  was 
laid  May  7, 1884,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1885, 
they  opened  the  building  to  the  public.  It  cost 


$32,000,  and  is  located  on  First  avenue,  Cedar 
Rapids,  being  No.  225. 

Mr.  Parvin  was  united  in  marriage  at  Muscatine, 


living  at 


Ft.  Madison,  tins  State,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  drug  business,  and  Agga  M.,  who  is 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  Parvin  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  in  religion  he  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  our  subject 
has  been  an  Elder  in  his  congregation  for  upward 
of  thirty  years.  Mr.  Parvin  is  one  of  the  leading 
representative  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  among 
the  oldest  resident  attorneys  of  the  State,  having 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1838,  though  long  out 
of  practice.  He  is  a  gentleman  possessed  of  a  large 
fund  of  knowledge,  fluent  in  speech,  a  pleasant 
talker,  and  has  been  called  on  times  innumerable  to 
make  public  speeches  and  deliver  addresses  through¬ 
out  the  State. 
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IIARLES  S.  SIIANKLIN,  attorney  at  law, 

New  ' 


A 
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earn!  editor  of  the  Springville  New  Era ,  re- 
___  siding  at  Springville,  is  a  son  of  Francis  M. 


A 


31:  1 


and  Mary  A.  (Gilliland)  Shanklin,  natives  of  In¬ 


diana  and  Virginia  respectively.  After  the  par¬ 
ents’  marriage  they  settled  in  Brown  Township,  this 
county,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  1871.  He  then  removed  to  Kansas  and  lived 
there  for  about  ten  years,  when  he  returned  to  this 
county  and  settled  in  Viola,  and  is  a  resident  of 
that  place  at  this  time.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
*m  aster  of  that  village  in  1885.  Of  his  union  with 
Miss  Gilliland  eight  children  were  born — Charles 
S.,  Amelia,  Millard,  Ma}7,  Minnie,  Betty,  Kyle  and 
Ethel. 

Charles  S.  Shankin  was  born  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  Linn  County,  Iowa,  Sept.  2,  1857.  His  boy¬ 
hood  life  was  spent  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  he 
lived  at  home  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He 
then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Kansas,  and  was  a 
resident  of  the  Grasshopper  State  for  three  years. 
Returning  to  this  county  he  attended  the  High 
School  at  Viola  and  Marion,  where  he  acquired  his 
education.  He  is  largely  a  self-made  man,  and  his 
education  received  in  the  schools  referred  to,  was 
supplemented  by  constant  study  and  by  practical 
information.  He  taught  school  five  years  in  Linn 
and  Jones  Counties,  and  also  taught  the  High 
School  at  Viola  for  two  years.  When  our  subject 
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was  nineteen  years  of  age  he  began  the  study  of 
law  under  the  instruction  of  Ezra  Keeler,  at  Ana- 
raosa,  and  was  with  him  for  about  a  year.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1882,  and,  going  to 
Kossuth  County,  this  State,  he  at  once  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  for  about  six  months,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Springville,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  has 
lived  here  ever  since.  In  November,  1882,  Mr. 
Shanklin  assumed  the  editorship  of  the  Springville 
New  Era ,  and  has  since  conducted  that  paper  in 
connection  with  his  law  practice.  It  is  a  spicy 
little  sheet  with  a  subscription  list  of  about  1,000, 
and  circulates  mostly  in  Linn  and  Jones  Counties. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Viola,  this  county, 
Dec.  7,  1878,  to  Ellen  Bailey.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Stephen  and  Eliza  (Baker)  Bailey,  natives  of 
Ohio,  and  a  brief  sketch  of  their  lives  is  given  in 
this  work.  Mrs.  Shanklin  was  born  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  April  5,  1864,  and  has  borne  our 
subject  two  children — Bret  II.,  born  Sept.  29, 1882. 
and  Don  M.,  in  August,  1884.  Both  heads  of  the 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
in  politics  our  subject  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party. 
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EWITT  C.  WILSON,  an  industrious  farmer 
living  on  section  12,  Brown  Township,  is 
a  son  of  William  Wilson,  whose  biography 
is  given  in  another  part  of  this  work.  De- 
Witt  C.  was  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
June  10,  1826.  What  education  he  possesses  he 
acquired  from  a  private  tutor,  the  major  portion 
of  his  years  prior  to  attaining  the  age  of  maturity, 
having  been  required  in  aid  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  family.  He  lived  with  his  parents  in  West¬ 
moreland  County  until  their  removal  to  Ohio, 
whence  he  accompanied  them,  being  at  that  time 
about  twelve  years  of  age.  It  was  in  the  latter 
State  that  our  subject  learned  the  harness-maker’s 
trade,  but  not  until  after  he  had  become  his  own 
man.  He  followed  this  trade  for  about  three  years, 
when  he  abandoned  it  and  resumed  work  on  the 
farm. 

The  life  of  our  subject  may  be  said  to  have  been 
passed  almost  exclusively  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
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for  he  has  followed  that  occupation  since  child¬ 
hood,  or  rather  since  adult  age,  with  the  exception 
of  about  three  3’ ears,  during  which  time,  as  stated 
above,  he  was  working  at  the  harness  trade.  In 
1857  Mr.  Wilson  left  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and 
came,  to  Jones  County,  this  State.  It  will  be  re¬ 
membered  by  the  reader  that  it  was  during  that 
year  that  the  panic  occurred  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  our  subject  on  his  arrival  in  Jones 
County,  being  poor  in  purse,  was  unable  to  pro¬ 
cure  labor  at  remunerative  wages,  and  only  re¬ 
mained  for  about  six  months,  removing  to  this 
county.  Here  he  located  in  Brown  Township, 
where  he  lived  until  1859,  when  he  went  to  Kan¬ 
sas.  He  lived  two  3Tears  in  the  latter  State  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Ft.  Scott,  and  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  Civil  War,  being  a 


strong  Union 


man, 


and  the  locality  in  which  he  was  living  being  ter¬ 
ribly  tainted  with  the  rebellious  sentiment,  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  there.  He  decided  to  make 
his  way  out  of  the  country  during  the  night,  which 
he  did,  and  after  a  journey  of  ten  weeks  again  ar¬ 
rived  in  this  county.  The  winter  of  his  arrival 
was  a  severe  one,  but  lie  managed  to  pull  through, 
and  the  following  spring  rented  a  farm  in  Brown 
Township,  which  he  cultivated  altogether  for  eight 
years.  By  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  enabled  to 
purchase  a  small  tract  of  twenty  acres,  located  on 
section  12,  Brown  Township,  on  which  he  settled 
in  1868,  and  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  has  good  buildings  on  his  place  and  has  added 
to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  fifty-eight  acres,  where  he  resides  and  on  which 
he  is  laboriously  occupied  in  its  improvement. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  May  19,  1857,  to  Sarah  B.  Engle,  daughter 
of  John  and  Deborah  (Watson)  Engle,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  Her  parents  had  six  children — 
Maria,  Jesse,  Sarah,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Ephraim. 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Wilson,  was  born  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  Jan.  6,  1828.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject,  four  children — Mary  C..  Rebecca  A.,  Charles 
L.  and  Maude  E. — have  been  born.  Charles  and 
Maude  are  deceased;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  George 
Post,  a  farmer  of  Brown  Township;  Rebecca  and 
William  T.  Post  were  united  in  marriage  and  are 
living  in  Worthington,  Minn. 
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Mr.  Wilson  has  held  the  office  of  Township  As¬ 
sessor  for  two  terms.  lie  and  his  wife  are  Univer¬ 
sal  ists  in  religions  belief.  In  politics  Mr.  Wilson 
votes  for  the  success  of  the  Republican  party. 
Mrs.  Wilson  is  actively  engaged  in  the  greenhouse 
business,  and  is  meeting  with  abundant  success. 

A  handsome  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Wilson’s 
residence  is  shown  on  another  page. 


II(  DIAS  DEVENDORF,  an  extensive  dealer 
in  dry  goods,  carpets  and  upholstery,  and 
doing  a  successful  business  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
is  a  native  of  Frankfort,  N.  Y.,  and  the  sou  of 
Chauncey  1).  and  Rebecca  (Marshall)  Devendorf. 
1 1  is  father  was  a  merchant  of  Frankfort,  transacted 
an  extensive  and  successful  business,  and  was  a 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  that  city. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  eighteen  years  old,  and  received  an  ex¬ 
cellent  education.  He  then  entered  his  father’s 
store  as  clerk,  remaining  there  until  the  decease  of 
the  latter,  which  occurred  in  March,  1862,  and 
Thomas  then  succeeded  to  the  business.  He  con¬ 
ducted  it  until  the  spring  of  1867,  and  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  following,  closed  it  out,  having  previously 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Amasa  Mann,  with 
the  understanding  that  they  should  remove  West 
and  continue  business  as  soon  as  the  present  stock 
could  be  closed  out.  They  reached  Cedar  Rapids 
in  October  of  the  same  year,  and  commenced  busi¬ 
ness  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  First  street  and 
.Second  avenue.  They  remained  there  about  fifteen 
years,  and  were .  twice  compelled  to  enlarge  their 
store  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  rapidly  grow¬ 
ing  trade.  Early  in  January,  1882,  they  removed 
to  their  present  quarters,  Nos.  55  and  57  Second 
'  avenue,  this  building  being  erected  expressly  for 
them.  They  have  a  finely  selected  stock,  and  are 
one  of  the  most  popular  firms  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Devendorf  was  married,  May  14,  1862,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Crosby,  a  native  of  his  own  town. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  two  children — 
Ella  and  Nellie  (twins),  born  in  Frankfort,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  1,  1863. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Devendorf  are  connected  in  mem- 
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bership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
politics  Mr.  1).  is  strongly  Republican,  although 
taking  no  active  part  otherwise  than  casting  his 
vote  regularly.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  good  standing  and  very  popular. 

Mr.  D.  has  always  been  greatly  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  twelve  years.  Upon  his  arrival 
here  there  were  but  three  school  buildings  in  the 
city,  the  population  being  estimated  at  about 
4,000.  He  has  always  encouraged  the  erection  of 
school  buildings,  and  has  done  much  toward  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  present  extensive  school  system.  As 
a  business  man  and  the  earnest  advocate  and  sup¬ 
porter  of  every  measure  that  tends  to  the  elevation 
and  education  of  the  masses,  Mr.  Devendorf  is  held 
in  high  estimation  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  is 
the  first  man  usually  called  upon  to  aid  in  any 
movement  which  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  cit}r 
or  county  at  large,  both  morally  and  intellectually. 


>S.  CAMP,  a  retired  merchant  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  came  to  the  Hawkeye  State  in  1861. 

He  is  a  native  of  Hartford,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  born  Feb.  24,  1807.  His  parents  were 
Abel  and  Annie  (Manning)  Camp,  natives  of  Old 
Milford  and  Sharon,  Conn.,  respectively.  The 
father  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  for  four 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  community,  a 
large  landed  proprietor  and  the  Sheriff  of  Orange 
County,  Vt.,  for  twenty  years.  Both  parents  died 
in  their  native  State,  the  mother  in  1836,  and  the 
father  four  years  later.  The  parental  household 
included  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of 
this  biography  was  the  youngest  child,  and  is  the 
only  one  living. 

Mr.  Camp  left  the  parental  roof  in  early  man¬ 
hood,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  for  his  brother,  Philo 
G.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  after  leaving  his  brother’s 
store  formed  a  partnership  with  Asahel  Raymond, 
under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Raymond  &  Co.,  which 
continued  for  three  j-ears.  He  then  disposed  of  his  E  i 
interest  to  his  partner,  and  engaged  in  business  for 
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Residence  of  J  .  F.  CO  RY  ,5ec  .9  ,  franklin  township. 
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himself  with  a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  and 
occupied  himself  thus  until  1856,  when  he  sold  out 
and  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.  There  he  engaged 
in  real  estate  and  money-lending  for  five  years,  and 
thence  came  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

Soon  after  coming  here  Mr.  Camp  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  purchasing  a  building  on  First 
street,  where  he  carried  on  trade  -until  1869,  when 
he  retired  from  active  business. 

II.  S.  Camp  and  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Raymond  were 
married  June  20,  1828.  Mrs.  Camp  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Barney  and  Mary  (Mayo)  Raymond,  natives 
of  Old  Middlebury,  Mass.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children,  only  four  of  whom  ax-e  now 
living — Augusta,  Elizabeth,  Samuel  and  Charles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp  became  the  parents  of  three 
children :  Henry  C.  married  Marian  Sprague,  and 
they  have  four  children;  Marian  died  in  1870;  the 
next  was  a  daughter,  Elizabeth ;  Edward  L.  married 
Miss  Hope  Benson,  and  they  have  two  children. 
Henry  C.  Camp  died  in  March,  1866;  Elizabeth,  in 
September,  1850;  Edward  L„  in  November,  1868. 

Mr.  Camp  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  the  East  for  twenty  years,  and  was  Treasurer  and 
Assessor  of  his  county.  He  is  a  Republican. 

VP.  WARD.  He  who  has  no  regard  for  the 
record  of  the  past,  no  interest  in  the  pres¬ 
ent,  and  no  anxiety  for  the  future,  is 
scarcely  to  be  named  as  a  citizen  of  the  world. 
Few  can  look  back  to  the  history  of  their  own  lives, 
family  and  ancestry,  and  not  discover  elements 
which  have  shaped  their  destin}'.  Like  produces 
like  in  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  physical  world. 
Prominent  among  the  railroad  men  of  Iowa  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice,  who  is 
Train  Dispatcher  and  Superintendent  of  Telegraph 
of  the  B.,  C.  R.  <fc  N.  R.  R.,  and  whose  residence  is 
at  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr.  Ward  was  born  in  England, 
Jan.  29,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Martha 
(Green)  Ward,  natives  of  the  mother  country. 
The  father  left  his  native  home  with  his  family  in 
1848,  and  after  a  tedious  voyage  reached  this  con¬ 
tinent  and  settled  at  Ontario,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  His  union  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  eight 
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children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
George,  living  in  Ontario;  Richard,  of  Chicago 
William  P„  our  subject;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia  ;  Harry,  living  in  Champaign,  Ill. ;  Alfred, 
residing  in  Ontario;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Litchfield,  of  On¬ 
tario,  and  Mattie,  also  living  in  the  latter  country. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a  great  temper¬ 
ance  man  and  labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  for 
the  success  of  that  cause. 

W.  P.  Ward  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age,  receiving  a  liberal  education 
in  the  district  school.  B3'  being  a  close  observer 
he  has  added  to  this  a  fund  of  practical  knowledge 
which  has  served  him  to  good  purpose.  When 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army,  joining  Co.  F,  23d  K3'.  Yol.  Inf.,  and  fought 
bravely  and  well  in  defense  of  his  conntiy’s  honor, 
from  1861  to  December,  1864.  He  was  wonnded 
near  Atlanta,  receiving  wounds  in  one  thigh  and 
both  ankles,  and  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
confined  to  the  hospital  for  five  months.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Chickamauga  and 
Atlanta,  and  others  of  minor  import.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  Orderly  Sergeant,  and  received  an  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  Dec.  31,  1864. 

Returning  from  the  field  of  conflict  our  subject 
located  at  Ashle3T,  Ill.,  and  soon  thereafter  became 
a  student  of  telegrapli3\  In  the  winter  of  1864-65 
he  became  operator  at  Neoga,  111.,  and  remained  in. 
that  capacity  for  about  six  months.  In  1865  he 
went  to  Chicago  as  Train  Dispatcher  for  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  and  remained  in  that  cit3r  for  seven 
3’ears  and  then  removed  to  Champaign,  Ill.,  where 
he  acted  in  the  same  capacity  and  for  the  same 
compau3’  for  seven  years  longer.  In  1881-82  he 
came  to  this  State  in  the  capacity  of  Chief  Dis¬ 
patcher  with  the  Chicago  <fc  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company,  and  was  located  at  Boone.  In  1882-83 
he  was  Night  Chief  with  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railway,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  In 
1883  he  became  Assistant  Chief  for  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Manitoba  Railroad,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  Since  March,  1886, 
he  has  been  with  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  as  Chief 
Dispatcher  and  Superintendent  of  Telegraph.  Thus 
we  see  the  life  of  our  subject  since  he  first  engaged 
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in  railroading,  has  been  one  of  continuous  promo¬ 
tion,  and  that  he  has  held  the  positions  which  he 
lias  for  such  length  of  time,  is  sufficient  in  itself  to 
demonstrate  his  capability  for  the  work. 

Mr.  Ward  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Susie  Ailing,  of  Neoga,  and  their  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  three  children — Bessie,  Fred 
and  Cora.  In  politics  Mr.  Ward  has  always  been 
an  ardent  Republican,  one  who  does  not  swerve 
from  the  views  promulgated  by  that  organization. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  CL  A.  R.  and  Masons. 


WILSON  is  one  of  the  leading 


Vi/ AMES  P 

members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church  at 
Sand  Ridge,  in  Monroe  Township.  This  is 
known  as  the  Dunkard.  or  Baptist  Church  of 
the  Original  or  Old  Church  order.  Mr.  Wilson  was 
born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  May  5,  1824.  He  is 
a  grandson  of  James  Wilson,  and  the  son  of  Charles 
Wilson,  who  married  Miss  Anne  Patterson,  in  1822 
or  1823,  in  Pennsylvania.  She  was  a  native  of  that 
State,  having  been  born  in  1804,  and  died  in  1836 
or  1837.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  as  follows:  Nancy  married  Joseph  Lit- 
zel;  Mary  married  William  Henry  Ely;  Thomas 
married  Miss  Catharine  Scholtz;  John  C.  married 
Miss  Matilda  Waters. 

James  P.  Wilson  married  Miss  Mary  Waters, 
Nov.  20,  1849.  She  was  born  March  27,  1828,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Leedy)  Wa¬ 
ters,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  born 
in  June,  1806,  and  died  in  this  township  in  1873; 
the  mother  was  born  in  1 808,  and  is  still  living  in 
Ogle  County,  Ill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters  were  the 
parents  of  five  daughters  and  two  sons,  as  follows: 
Mary,  of  this  notice;  Daniel,  who  married  Mary 
Snyder,  and  is  living  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa; 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Harrison,  and 
lives  in  this  township;  David  married  Miss  Anne 
Reed,  and  lives  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa;  Matilda 
became  Mrs.  John  Wilson,  and  lives  in  Dakota; 
Elizabeth  became  Mrs.  Martin  McGraw,  and  her 
husband  died  in  Kansas,  and  she  afterward  married 
Mr.  Fackler,  of  this  county ;  Jane  married  John 
Rodgers,  and  lives  in  Ogle  County,  Ill. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  of  this  sketch  have  had 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Annie  was 
born  June  1,  1854,  and  died  the  same  year;  Aman¬ 
da,  born  Oct.  22,  1856,  died  when  seven  years  old;  j:  P 
David,  born  June  27, 1 858,  died  at  five  years  of  age ; 
Jennie,  born  Aug.  8,  1860,  married  Francis  Lei-  m 
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Nancy,  born  Oct.  10, 


31 


1862,  married  John 
Myers;  Charlie  was  born  in  1863;  Hannah,  born 
Feb.  5,  1865,  married  S.  Ditch;  Jacob  O.,  born 
March  10,  1868,  is  still  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  - 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  fine  land.  This  he  sold,  • 
and  afterward  purchased  1 1 6  acres  of  land  on  sec-  - 
tion  8,  Monroe  Township.  Mrs.  Wilson,  as  well  as 
her  husband,  is  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist  3  \ 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Republican. 
During  his  thirty  years’  residence  in  this  State  he 
has  labored,  not  only  for  his  own  benefit,  but  for 
the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  the  community. 
Honorable,  high-minded  and  straightforward,  he  - 
has,  as  he  deserves,  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  who  know  him. 
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ENRY  B.  GOODMAN,  of  Lisbon,  is  a  pros¬ 
perous  brick  manufacturer,  and  established 
his  business  in  1852.  He  comes  from  an 
excellent  family,  and  was  born  in  Reading, 
Pa.,  Sept.  25,  1826.  His  father,  George  Goodman, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  place,  a  weaver  by  trade, 
and  carried  on  business  in  the  city  of  Reading, 
where  he  passed  his  entire  life.  In  early  manhood 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Kate  Bealy,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Reading,  and  of  this  marriage  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  the  youngest  son. 

Henry  B.  Goodman,  in  his  youth,  learned  the 
weaver’s  trade,  of  his  father,  at  which  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  learned 
brick-laying,  and  became  so  proficient  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  was 
thus  occupied  in  Reading  until  1875.  He  then 
turned  his  face  Westward,  crossed  the  Mississippi 
and  came  into  the  Hawkeye  State.  He  came  into 
Lisbon  to  look  for  a  location,  purchased  land  in  the 
city  limits,  and  erected  a  brick  dwelling,  which  he 
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now  occupies.  He  carried  on  the  business  of  build¬ 
ing  and  contracting  until  1883,  then  purchased  the 
present  site  of  his  manufactory,  and  has  since  been 
engaged  in  making  brick.  He  turns  out  the  best 
product  of  the  kind  in  the  county  of  Linn,  and  is 
very  popular  in  this  department  of  industry. 

Henry  B.  Goodman  and  Miss  Anna  Maria  Stal- 
necker  were  married  in  1851.  Mrs.  G.  is  a  native 
of  Lehigh  County,  Pa.  She  comes  from  a  good 
family,  and  is  a  worthy  helpmeet  of  such  an  enter¬ 
prising  and  industrious  man  as  her  husband. 

Politically  Mr.  Goodman  was  formerly  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  but  since  the  agitation  of  the  Greenback  and 
the  Temperance  questions,  he  has  become  an  In¬ 
dependent,  and  believes  in  placing  the  best  men  in 
the  best  positions,  irrespective  of  party.  He  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  best  business  men  in  his  commu¬ 
nity,  and  is  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen,  greatly 
respected  for  his  excellent  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Goodman’s  handsome 
residence  appears  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 

HARLES  M.  HOLLIS  was  born  in  Randolph, 
Mass.,  Aug.  1,  1837,  and  was  the  eldest  child 
of  Minot  Hollis,  whose  birth  occurred  Feb. 
6,  1800.  The  family  came  from  England  at  an 
early  day  and  one  of  them  founded  “the  Hollis 
Hall”  of  Harvard  University,  and  the  “Hollis 
Street  Church”  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Hollis  is  a  graduate  of  the  Stetson  High  School, 
and  entered  Middlebury  College, Yt.,  in  1856, whence 
he  graduated  in  August,  1860,  with  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  and  three  years  afterward  attained  the  degree 
of  A.  M.  He  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  January,  1862.  Mr.  Hollis  has  devoted 
much  of  his  leisure  time  in  the  last  twenty  years  to 
literary  labors,  and  has  been  a  regular  contributor 
to  the  newspaper  press  and  the  periodicals.  He  is 
a  great  reader  and  has  the  largest  miscellaneous 
library  in  the  city.  He  has  also  been  largely  in¬ 
terested  in  the  real  estate  business  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  and  during  that  time  has  handled 
and  sold  more  land  than  any  other  man  in  Linn 


ii 


County.  He  has  also  loaned  large  sums  of  money 
for  capitalists. 

Mr.  Hollis  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Sarah  H.  Stephens,  daughter  of  Chester 
Stephens,  of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  Two  children, 
Minnie  S.  and  Fred  AY.,  were  the  fruit  of  this  union. 
His  present  wife,  whom  he  married  in  January,  JJt 
1873,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  C.,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 

J.  A".  DeAA'itt,  who  is  a  grandnephew  of  the  late 
Gov.  UeAAritt  Clinton,  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Hollis 
was  a  school  teacher  in  her  younger  days,  and  is 
a  lady  of  fine  culture.  Four  children  have  blest 
this  marriage,  viz.,  Birdie  L.,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Nellie  May,  Harriet  E.  and  Charles  M.,  Jr. 
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^  OHN  L.  INGRAM,  the  oldest  merchant  of  the 
city  of  AUola,  and  at  present  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Ingram  &  Marshall,  general  mer¬ 
chants  at  that  place,  is  a  native  of  Fleming 
County,  Ky.,  and  was  born  Oct.  26,1829.  Mr.  In¬ 
gram’s  parents  were  Joseph  and  Elendar  (Mershon) 
Ingram,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  respect¬ 
ively.  Settling  in  Kentucky  after  their  marriage, 
they  resided  there  until  their  removal  to  Milford, 
Ohio.  After  a  residence  in  that  and  other  counties 
in  Ohio,  they  went  back  to  Kentucky  and  made 
that  State  their  home  until  1844.  During  that  year 
they  came  to  this  State,  and  locating  in  Jones 
County,  labored  with  one  interest  in  common  until 
their  death.  They  both  died  the  same  year,  the 
father  May  3,  1863,  and  the  mother  in  December. 
Their  children  were  ten  in  number  and  named,  John 
L.,  Eliza  A.,  Lydia  A.,  Amanda,  Cornelius,  James, 
Anna  H.,  Mary  C.,  Joseph  and  R.  H. 

John  L.  Ingram  was  the  eldest  of  his  parents’ 
children,  and  lived  with  them  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio 
until  their  removal  to  this  State,  and  on  their  ar¬ 
rival  here  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  on  the 
farm  until  1851.  He  then  hired  out  for  a  year  to 
work  on  a  neighboring  farm,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  rented  a  tract  of  laud  in  Jones  County  and 
cultivated  it  for  a  year.  By  this  time  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  a  farm  in  that  county  and  was 
occupied  in  its  improvement  and  cultivation  until 
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1  855.  During  that  year  he  went  to  Marion  and  be¬ 
came  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  and  la¬ 
bored  in  that  capacity  for  about  a  year  and  a  half. 
Returning  to  Highland  Grove,  Jones  County,  he 
embarked  in  mercantile  business  with  his  father,  and 
after  a  year  an  da  half  his  father  sold  out  and  the 
stock  of  goods  was  removed  to  Fairview,  that 
county,  where  our  subject  continued  an  interested 
partner  in  the  business  for  about  lifteen  months, 
lie  then  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests  and  re¬ 
sumed  farming  until  February,  1863,  when  he  came 
to  Viola  and  again  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

Mr.  Ingram  erected  the  first  store  building  that 
was  put  up  in  Viola.  It  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Crow  Creek,  and  our  subject  continued  business 
there  for  about  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  he  sold  out  his  merchandise  and  enaasjed 
in  trade  in  grain  and  stock,  in  partnership  with  S. 
II.  Marshall.  Jointly  they  continued  that  branch 
of  business  until  1870,  \yhen  they  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits  and  have  since  continued  the 
same.  They  carry  a  good  stock  of  general  mer¬ 
chandise,  and  by  fair  and  honest  dealing,  for  the 
laait  sixteen  years,  they  have  built  a  No.  1  trade. 

Mr.  Ingram  was  first  married  in  Jones  County, 
Iowa,  Nov.  16,  1852,  Miss  Susan  Romine  being  the 
other  contracting  party.  She  was  born  in  this 
.  county  and  bore  our  subject  two  children — lino- 
gene,  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Lee,  living  in  Kansas,  and 
Charles,  who  died  when  six  months  old.  Mrs. 
Ingram  departed  this  life  Feb.  5,  1855.  Three 
years  later,  1858,  our  subject  was  married  to  Jose¬ 
phine,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Donohoe) 
Leonard.  Their  children  were  as  follows :  Mareellus, 
Josephine,  Benton,  Jennie,  Walter  P.,  Viola,  and 
two  deceased.  Mrs.  Ingram  was  born  in  Illinois, 
and  departed  this  life  at  Viola,  Feb.  12,  1869.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  two  children,  Benton 
and  Fannie,  were  born.  Benton  died  when  about 
fifteen  years  of  age;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  D.  S. 
Zenker  and  they  are  living  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Mr.  Ingram  formed  a  third  matrimonial  alliance 
on  the  12th  day  of  July.  1870,  at  Viola,  when  Mrs. 
Romelia  (Peet)  Pierce,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia 

BA.  Peet,  and  widow-  of  Edward  Pierce,  became  his 
wife.  She" was  born  in  Solon,  N.  Y.,  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
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dren — John  L.  Jr.,  and  Vinnie  R.  By  her  first  mar¬ 
riage  five  children  were  born— Leroy,  Frank,  Annie, 
Herbert  and  Archie.  Mr.  Ingram  has  been  Deputy 
Postmaster  at  Viola,  and  also  station  agent  at  that 
place  for  eighteen  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  Viola  Lodge  No.  167,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Christian  Church,  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Ingram  votes  the  -Republican  ticket. 
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f/ AMES  W.  FREEMAN.  A  pioneer  of  this 
county  of  1849,  and  a  gentleman  who  has 
done  his  part  toward  developing  the  agri¬ 
cultural  resources  of  the  county,  as  well  as 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  town  of  his  adoption, 
Springville,  is  at  present  engaged  in  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits  at  that  place.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  Nathaniel  and  Nancy  (Bergin)  Freeman,  and 
were  born  and  reared  to  man  and  womanhood  in 
Virginia.  They  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  subsequently  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  the 
father  died.  The  mother  afterward  came  to  this 
county,  and  lived  in  Springville  until  she  crossed 
the  river  to  join  her  loved  one  gone  before.  Their 
family  of  children  was  eight  in  number,  and  named, 
George  W.,  Mary  A.,  James  W.,  Paulina,  Claborn, 
Minerva,  Elizabeth  and  Jackson. 

James  W.  Freeman  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ky.,  Sept.  15,  1820,  and  was  about  thirteen  years 
old  when  his  father  died.  He  continued  to  live  in 
his  native  State  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  being  engaged  in  farming  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  time  working  out  by  the  day  or  month. 
Leaving  Kentucky,  in  1840,  he  went  to  Hendricks 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  also  worked  at  the  blacksmithing  trade 
until  1848.  During  the  fall  of  1849  he  came  .to 
this  county,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Marion  Township, 
where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  calling  of  a 
farmer  for  four  years.  He  then  moved  to  Brown 
Township,  where,  on  Big  Creek,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  labored  industriously  in 
its  cultivation  and  improvement  until  his  removal 
to  Springville,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent 
in  Colorado.  He  only  met  with  partial  success 
while  in  Colorado,  and  soon  after  returning  settled 
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in  Springville,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
He  carries  a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  and  lias 
established  quite  an  extensive  trade.  lie  is  also  the 
owner  of  considerable  valuable  town  property. 

Our  subject  was  first  married,  in  Madison 
County,  Ky.,  in  January,  1838,  to  Louisa  Bolden, 
a  native  of  that  county,  who  bore  him  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  George  W.,  is  yet  living; 
he  married  a  Miss  Nellie  Kiltz,  and  the}'  are  living 
at  Springville.  After  the  death  of  his  beloved  com¬ 
panion,  whose  demise  occurred  in  this  county,  our 
subject  formed  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  Miss 
Jernsha  T.  Jones  being  the  other  contracting  party. 
Of  the  latter  union  five  children  have  been  born — 
Anson,  Louisa,  Etta,  Emma  and  Mary  M.  A.  An- 

■  - 

son  was  married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Brcneman,  and  the}' 
are  living  in  Springville;  Louisa  became  the  wife 
of  William  Freeman,  and  they  are  also  residents  of 
Springville;  Emma  married  J.  D. 
in  the  same  place;  Mary  is  living  at  home. 
Freeman  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board 
for  many  years.  Politically  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  In  religion  Mrs.  Freeman  is  a 
member  of  the  Advent  Church. 
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Graham,  living 
Mr. 


L.  HARDWICK,  master  builder  of  the  B., 
C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  is  a  native  of  Indianapo¬ 
lis.  Ind.,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  21,  1846. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Shaw- 


cross)  Hardwick,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  New 
Y ork  respectively.  They  were  married  in  Indiana 
in  1842.  John  Hardwick,  Sr.,  went  to  Indiana  with 
his  parents  when  a  boy  and  was  brought  up  on  a 
farm.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpen¬ 
ter  trade,  and  in  due  time  became  a  contractor 
and  builder,  which  he  is  still  following  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  Ind.  The  parental  family  included  four 
children:  Sarah  E.,  now  Mrs.  Quinn,  of  Chicago; 
Laura,  unmarried  and  residing  with  her  parents; 
Frances  E.,  now  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  of  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

M.  J.  L.  Hardwick  received  a  good  education, 
attending  school  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter  trade, 
under  his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
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attained  his  majority.  Then  he  went  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  Not  meeting  with  what  he  desired  in  that 
city  he  recrossed  the  river  to  East  St.  Louis  and 
became  employed  in  an  elevator  there,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  several  months.  At  that  point  he  met 
with  M.  E.  Carter  &  Co.,  the  expert  bridge  build- 
ders  of  St.  Louis,  and  was  employed  by  them  for 
the  purpose  of  superintending  the  farming  and 
erection  of  bridges  from  Bismarck,  Mo.,  to  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ky.  In  tli is  manner  he  was  engaged  for  over 
two  years,  and,  still  in  the  employ  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  went  over  the  Missouri  Pacific,  putting  in  a 
combination  of  bridges,  then  over  the  North  Mis¬ 
souri,  now  the  W abash  Road,  but  was  soon  obliged 
to  return  on  account  of  sickness.  After  recover¬ 
ing  he  became  engaged  as  an  assistant  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  great  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  at  St. 
Louis,  his  principal  work  being  around  the  caissons. 
He  was  thus  employed  for  oue  year,  then  returned 
to  the  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern,  formerly 
the  Northern  Missouri  and  now  the  Wabash,  and 
completed  this  engagement  in  January,  1876. 

During  this  time  Mr.  Hardwick  had  made  good  use 
of  his  advantages  and  experience,  and  had  already 
gained  the  reputation  of  a  skilled  mechanic.  For 
four  years  he  had  charge  of  the  bridges  and  build¬ 
ings  along  this  route.  He  had  thus  become  fitted 
for  almost  any  position  in  his  line  of  business.  He 
came  into  the  employ  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  A  N.  under 
Gen.  Winslow,  Receiver  and  General  Manager,  Jan. 
1,  1876,  as  master  builder  and  superintendent  of 
road  and  track  supplies,  and  much  of  the  time  has 
150  men  under  his  control,  whom  he  manages  with 
excellent  judgment,  tact  and  discretion.  He  also 
planned  and  superintended  the  building  of  the 
Hotel  Orleans  at  Spirit  Lake,  one  of  the  most  ele¬ 
gant  structures  in  the  Northwest. 

On  the  27th  of  April.  1875.  Mr.  Hardwick  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amelia  Kuechler. 
This  lady  was  a  native  of  Brunswick,  Mo.,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  Kuechler.  Three  children  have 
come  to  bless  this  union — Earle  D.,  Constance  A. 
and  John  E. 

Mr.  Hardwick  is  a  32d  degree  Mason  and  a 
member  of  Mt.  Herman  Lodge  No.  263,  a  Knight 
Templar  of  Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  and  is 
also  connected  with  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


Politically  lie  is  a  Democrat,  lie  h;us  a  fine  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  Boulevard  and  his  home  is  a  model  of 
refined  elegance  and  comfort. 


l- -»  LBRIDGE  J.  KEITH.  Among  the  prom- 
jlU]  inent  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Rapids 
Township,  Elbridge  J.  Keith  occupies  a 
prominent  position,  and  resides  on  his  line  home¬ 
stead  on  section  24,  near  the  city  limits  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  lie  came  to  Linn  County  in  1855,  and 
has  been  an  interested  observer  of  the  many 
changes  which  have  occured  since  that  time  in  the 
young  and  enterprising  State  of  Iowa.  Not  only 
has  he  been  a  witness  of  the  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  State,  but  he  has  contributed  his  full  share 
toward  assisting  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
own  immediate  community. 

Mr.  Keith  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
Bristol  County,  Dec.  7,  1833.  His  father,  Otis 
Keith,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Bay  State,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a  son  of  the  well-known  old 
colonist,  Eleazer  Keith.  The  latter  was  American 
born,  but  of  stanch  old  Scottish  ancestry,  and  trans¬ 
mitted  to  his  descendants  those  qualities  which  have 
rendered  all  the  people  of  that  nationality  so  pre¬ 
eminently  trustworthy  and  substantial  as  citizens. 
Eleazer  Keith  lived  and  died  in  Bristol  County, 
Mass.,  where,  during  a  long  and  useful  life,  he  was 
mainly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  son, 
Otis,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  both 
as  regards  character  and  occupation.  He  chose 
for  his  life  companion,  Miss  Lucy  Gay,  a  native  of 
his  own  .State,  and  who  also  lived  and  died  in  the 
same  county  where  the  life  of  her  husband  began 
and  terminated.  She  was  also  of  American  par¬ 
entage,  a  woman  of  great  force  of  character,  who 
i  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  entirely 
;  fulfilling  the  injunction  of  the  Scriptures  where  it 
refers  to  the  mother  of  those  children  who  rise  up 
and  call  her  blessed. 

Otis  Iveath,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  brought 


Miss  Betsy  Holloway.  This  lady  was  a  native  of 
the  Bay  State  and  of  American  parentage.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  eldest.  After  his  birth  his  parents 
removed  to  New  York,  in  1844.  They  settled  in 
W  joining  County,  and  departing  from  the  ways  of 
their  immediate  ancestors,  became  actively  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
retained  their  status  as  landed  proprietors.  Mr. 
Otis  Keith  is  still  living  and  carrying  on  busi¬ 
ness,  being  a  hale  and  hearty  old  gentleman  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  has  been  a  man  of  great 
energy  and  activity  all  his  life,  and  has  left  his  de¬ 
cided  mark  in  the  several  communities  of  which  he 
has  been  a  resident.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
passed  away  from  earth  in  June,  1883.  She,  with 
her  husband,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  which  church  the  latter  has  been 
an  Elder  for  a  number  of  years.  After  the  removal 
of  the  family  into  the  Empire  State,  two  more  little 
ones  were  added  to  the  household  circle,  one  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  As  before 
stated,  Elbridge  was  the  oldest  child;  the  next  was 
a  sister,  Jennie  by  name,  who  was  married  to  Frank 
Sherwood.  She  is  a  lad}-  of  great  benevolence,  and 
is  now  a  matron  of  a  hospital  in  Boston,  Mass. ; 
Lucy  remains  in  New  York  with  her  father;  Otis 
H.  wedded  Miss  Yora  Taylor,  and  they  reside  in 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. ;  Mr.  T.  is  a  merchant; 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Lamoine  Arnold,  and  they 
reside  in  Bristol  County,  Mass. ;  Mr.  A.  is  a  ma¬ 
chinist. 

Elbridge  Keith  resided  under  the  parental  roof 
with  his  parents  until  he  became  of  age  when,  with 
the  creditable  independence  of  youth,  he  set  out  to 
seek  his  fortune.  In  company  with  two  brothers, 
Frank  and  Seymour  Wright,  he  started  out  to  cross 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  they  landed  at  the 
Golden  Gate,  Feb.  10,  1854.  The  main  object  they 
had  in  view  was  to  seek  for  gold  among  the  mines 
of  California.  After  entering  the  State,  they  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  branch  of  the  south  fork  of  the  Middle 
Feather  River,  forty  miles  north  of  Biddle’s  Bar. 


roof  until  he  attained  to  mature  years,  and  was 
married  in  his  native  State,  in  Bristol  County,  to 
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There  they  remained,  meeting  with  fair  success, 
up  as  a  farmer’s  boy,  remained  under  the  parental  until  June  of  the  following  year,  when,  becoming  a  ; 

little  homesick  for  the  sight  of  old  faces  and  land¬ 
marks,  they  retraced  their  steps  by  the  route  they  ;  ^ 


had  come  and  reached  their 
vember  of  the  same  3rear. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Keith,  never  having  given  up 
his  western  projects,  now  turned  his  face  toward  the 
Hawkeye  State.  Passing  beyond  the  Mississippi  he 
crossed  the  borders  of  Iowa  and  located  in  Linn 
County,  where  he  soon  made  a  purchase  of  647 
acres  of  land,  in  company  with  his  relative,  Nath¬ 
aniel  Gay,  in  Rapids  and  Bertram  Townships.  It 
was  a  wild  uncultivated  tract  of  land  containing 
considerable  timber.  They  were  active  and  enter¬ 
prising  young  men  and  u  pulled  together  ”  in  their 
new  project.  They  purchased  a  sawmill  and  began 
to  clear  and  improve  their  land,  occupying  all  the 
time  they  could  spare  in  getting  out  lumber.  Mr. 
K.,  however,  was  more  interested  in  agriculture  than 
lie  was  in  sawmills,  and  turned  his  attention  princi¬ 
pally  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  In  his  farm¬ 
ing  operations  he  has  met  with  remarkable  success. 
He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  500  acres,  the  greater 
part  of  it  improved  and  lying  near  the  city'  limits 
of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  occupies  a  fine  dwelling,  and 
his  barns  and  out-buildings  have  been  erected  in  the 
latest  and  most  improved  style,  with  all  conven¬ 
iences  for  the  care  and  shelter  of  stock,  and  his  farm 
implements  are  of  the  latest  and  most  improved 
design.  The  farm  estate  and  its  appurtenances  are 
ji*  models  in  every  respect,  and  attest  the  intelligence 
and  good  judgment  of  the  proprietor. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Keith  chose  for  his  life  partner 
Miss  Julia  Cory,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  March  27,  1860,  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. 
This  ladjf  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born 
in  the  above-named  county,  in  1838.  She  is  now 
deceased,  her  death  occurring  at  her  home  in  Cedar, 
Rapids,  July  2,  1864.  She  was  an  affectionate  wife, 
a  sympathizing  friend  and  an  excellent  neighbor, 
and  her  husband  mourned  her  loss  with  sincere  sor¬ 
row.  Four  years  later,  April  7,  1868,  Mr  Keith 
contracted  a  second  marriage,  and  was  united  with 
Miss  Fronia  Peddycoard,  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  this  county.  The  present  Mrs.  Keith  is  the 
daughter  of  Nathan  Peddycoard,  a  sketch  of  whose 
life  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  Album  in 
connection  with  that  of  John  L.  Peddycoard.  She 
was  born  at  Lisbon,  this  county,  Sept.  4, 1850.  Her 
education  was  completed  at  Mt.  Vernon  and  Cedar 
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Rapids  and  she  remained  under  the  parental  roof  ‘ 
until  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Keith, 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children,  viz.,  Jennie  F.,  born  May 

17,  1869;  Edward,  March  5,  1872;  Lucy  J.,  Julyj^Sjjij 

18,  1874;  Emma  E.,  March  10,  1881.  Mr. 

Mrs.  Keith  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  K.  is  a  conscien¬ 
tious  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  National 
Greenback  party.  He  is  a  prominent  and  influen¬ 
tial  citizen,  and  has  made  a  good  record  among  the 
other  early  settlers  of  the  Hawkeye  State. 
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JMLLIAM  WALKER.  The  busy  city  of 
Cedar  Rapids  has  her  quota  of  live,  ener¬ 
getic  and  persevering  business  men,  among 
is  William  Walker,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
business.  He  was  born  Jan.  9,  1827,  in 
Greene,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  an  offspring  of 
Samuel  and  Clarrissa  (Evans)  Walker.  The  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Chenango  County  in  1825,  where 
the  father  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  He  lived  there  until  his  demise,  which  oc- 
curred  about  1839.  The  mother  died  in  18.' 
Both  parents  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church. 
They  had  a  large  family  of  children,  seventeen  in 
number,  and  of  whom  six  are  yet  living,  namely : 
Thomas  D.,  of  Belvidere,  Ill.;  Sallie  was  united  in 
marriage  with  S.  Huntley,  and  they'  are  living  at 
West  Bend,  Kossuth  Co.,  Iowa;  Ransom  lives  in 
Oswego,  N.  Y. ;  Caroline  married  O.  Houghton,  and 
they  are  living  in  Jackson  County,  Wis. ;  Maria  be¬ 
came  Mrs.  Lansing,  and  is  living  in  Greene,  Che¬ 
nango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  William  is  next  in  order  of 
birth. 

Our  subject  lived  with  the  old  folk  until  fifteen 
vears  of  age,  receiving  the  advantages  of  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  then  went  to  learn  the  harness 
and  saddlery  trade,  at  Homer,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y. 
He  worked  at  it  one  year,  then  went  back  to 
Greene,  Chenango  County,  and  engaged  in  the 
business  himself.  He  continued,  with  a  partner, 
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for  three  years,  and 


during 


that  time  also  em¬ 


barked  in  the  livery  business.  While  conducting 
this  business  he  was  elected  Constable  and  Col- 
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lector,  and,  in  1852,  became  ‘‘mine  host”  of.  a  ho¬ 
tel,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  one  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1858  Mr.  Walker  came  West 
and  located  at  Elkhorn,  Walworth  Co.,  Wis.  The 
following  year  lie  was  married,  in  that  State,  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Davis,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  V.,  and  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  and 
Harriet  (Willard)  Davis.  Of  their  union,  one  child, 
Libia  I.,  lias  been  born;  she  married  Elijah  Han- 
right,  who  is  associated  with  our  subject  in  the  liv¬ 
ely  business.  They  have  one  son,  William  T., 
born  in  1880. 

Upon  settling  in  Elkhorn  Mr.  Walker  began  the 
manufacture  of  harness  and  saddlery,  with  repair¬ 
ing,  and  continued  in  this  business  until  1855.  He 
then  went  to  the  north  part  of  the  State  and  em¬ 
barked  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  soon  sold  out 
and  again  returned  to  Elkhorn  and  re-engaged  in 
his  former  pursuits.  After  eighteen  months  he  sold 
out,  and,  in  1857,  erected  a  tannery,  which  he  run 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  dealt  in  stock,  buying 
and  shipping  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  markets. 

In  18G1  Mr.  Walker  and  his  wife  took  a  trip  to 
Denver,  Col.,  and  while  there  Mr.  Walker  became 
interested  in  mining,  and  in  buying  cattle  and  tak¬ 
ing  them  into  the  mountains  to  supply  miners.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  disposed  of  his  mining  interests, 
and,  in  December  of  that  year,  went  to  Omaha,  and 
purchasing  a  team  and  a  wagon  load  of  butter  and 
sausage,  he  took  them  to  Central  City,  Col.,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  650  miles.  While  on  this  trip  his  wife  died, 
her  demise  occurring  in  January,  1862,  at  Black 
Hawk  Point,  Col.  Her  remains  were  brought  back 
to  Wisconsin,  by  her  daughter  Libia,  the  trip  being- 
made  overland  in  a  wagon,  and  her  remains  were 
not  interred  until  the  14th  of  March.  Returning  to 
Elkhorn  Mr.  Walker  again  engaged  in  the  harness 
business,  which  he  continued  at  that  place  until  the 
spring  of  1865,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Ce- 
der  Rapids,  arriving  here  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
■Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  his  present  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  also  purchased  considerable  stock  and 
dealt  in  real  estate.  He  built  his  present  place  of 
business,  Nos.  38,  85  and  87  First  street,  ih  1874, 
and  erected  his  residence  on  the  corner  of  Third 
avenue  and  Third  street.  He  has,  on  an  average, 
about  eighteen  head  of  horses,  and  his  establish¬ 


ment  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
was  burned  out  in  1878,  but  the  following  year  lie 


re-built  his  stable,  and  has  met  with  success  in  the 
conducting  of  his  business. 

°  3 

Mr.  Walker  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1865, 

to  Miss  Ida  Davis,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  daugh- 

ter  of  Chauncey  Davis,  and  sister  of  his  former  wife. 

Of  their  union  three  children  were  born — Nellie  J., 

Mary  L.  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  Democrat  in 

politics,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 

fraternity.  5  ! 


USTIN  BLODGETT,  a  prosperous 
(<§0  successful  farmer,  occupies  a  comfortable 
homestead  on  section  82,  in  Jackson  Town- 
ship.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State, 
having  been  born  in  Du  Page  County,  Ill.,  Jan.  12, 
1840,  and  is  the  second  son  and  fourth  child  of 
Joseph  and  Hannah  Blodgett  (see  sketch  of  Simeon 
Blodgett). 

1 

Austin  Blodgett  was  thirteen  years  old  when  he 
came  to  the  Ilawkeye  State  with  his  parents.  They 
located  in  Linn  County,  and  he  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  the  notes  of  war  began  to 
sound  throughout  the  land.  He  then  laid  aside  his 
plans  for  the  future,  and  Sept.  20,  1861,  enlisted  as 
a  soldier  in  Co.  K,  9th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf.,  and  served 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  siege  and  capture 
of  \  icksburg,  and  Lookout  Mountain,  and  went 
with  Sherman’s  command  to  Atlanta,  participating, 
with  his  regiment,  in  all  the  principal  battles  from 
Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  and  in  the  siege  and  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  latter  place*  He  was  a  courageous  and 
faithful  soldier,  amt  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  returned  home 
and  located  on  the  farm  which  he  has  since  occu-  l 
pied  and  which  his  father  had  entered  from  the 
Government  for  him.  It  comprises  100  acres,  all 
under  improvement,  and  furnished  with  a  fine  resi¬ 
dence  and  good  set  of  out-buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Austin  Blodgett  and  Miss  A.  E. 
Tucker  was  celebrated  Sept.  20,  1861.  Mrs.  B.  is? 
a  native  of  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  Syillman  and  Phila  (Poole)  Tucker, 
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and  b}*  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Myrtie  E. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blodgett  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Central 

^  r3* 

City.  They  are  highly  esteemed  in  their  com¬ 
munity,  and  are  admirably  filling  their  position  as 
useful  members  of  society,  being  the  promoters  of 
intelligence,  education,  and  the  highest  of  moral 


1 


principles. 


1  OIIN  P.  GLASS.  The  name  of  this  honored 
old  citizen  and  pioneer  settler  of  the  Hawk- 
eye  State  is  a  familiar  one  throughout  .the 
county  of  Linn.  He  came  to  this  vicinity  at 
a  very  early  date  in  the  history  of  the  Territory, 
and  still  occupies  the  site  upon  which  he  first  lo¬ 
cated,  on  section  9,  Rapids  Township.  For  forty 
years  he  has  watched  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  county  with  keen  and  absorbing  interest. 
He  and  Uncle  Sam  have  been  the  sole  owners  of 
his  property  since  it  was  given  up  by  the  Indians. 
Of  the  changes  which  have  occurred  since  he  first 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  selected  the  spot  where 
he  determined  to  establish  a  home,  it  would  take  a 
volume  to  speak.  The  township  was  very  fortu¬ 
nate  in  having  secured  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Glass  for 
its  first  citizen.  His  interests  were  by  no  means 
confined  to  his  own  personal  affairs,  and  as  the  set¬ 
tlers  slowly  came  in  one  after  another,  he  made 
their  interest  and  their  welfare  his  own,  and  en¬ 
couraged  them  by  every  means  in  his  power  in  the 
building  up  of  a  community  which  should  be  an 
honor  to  them  and  to  the  county  at  large. 

Mr.  Glass  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
born  on  the  banks  of  the  Allegheny  River,  on  Pike 
street  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  May  17, 1818.  His 
father,  Alex  Glass,  a  merchant  and  stock-dealer,  was 
of  good  old  Scotch  ancestry,  born  in  Donegal,  Ire¬ 
land,  reared  there,  and  was  there  married  to  Isabel 
Devett.  Their  bridal  trip  was  a  journey  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  after  landing  upon  American  shores 
they  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Alex  Glass  there 
engaged  in  business,  and  remained  there  until  his 


death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  strength  of  character,  and  held  the  different 
offices  within  the  gift  of  his  community.  He  had 
strong  and  decided  opinions,  and  never  hesitated 
to  give  an  honest  voice  to  them.  Politically  he 
was  a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and  religiously  a  con¬ 
sistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife 
was  a  woman  of  brave  spirit,  and  stood  by  her 
husband’s  side  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  after 
living  together  until  a  ripe  old  age  was  reached, 
they  gave  up  their  lives  with  a  consciousness  that 
they  had  done  their  duty  as  good  citizens,  neigh¬ 
bors,  parents  and  friends.  The  mother  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and 
died  in  1882.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil 
dren,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  Two  of  the 
sons  and  four  of  the  daughters  are  yet  living.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  fourth  child  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  family.  Those  who  survive  are  somewhat 
scattered,  two  living  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  one  in  Ohio,  John  P.  having  been  the  only 
one  who  sought  a  home  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 
One  of  the  daughters  became  the  wife  of  the  great 
iron  king  of  Virginia,  Mr.  8.  H.  Woodward,  who  is 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  W.  lives  in  Virginia. 

The  early  days  of  John  P.  Glass  were  passed  on 
his  father’s  homestead,  where  he  lived  until  he  be¬ 
came  an  apprentice  to  iearn  the  carpenter  and  join¬ 
er’s  trade.  He  was  always  of  an  enterprising  dis¬ 
position,  ambitious  and  industrious,  and  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  apprenticeship,  at  the  early  age  of 
seventeen  years,  he  started  out  to  see  the  country. 
He  first  proceeded  to  New  York  City  by  the  Lakes, 
thence  turned  his  steps  westward,  visited  Missouri, 
retraced  his  steps  to  Illinois,  and  after  a  period  of 
eight  months  sought  the  old  homestead.  After 
tarrying  there  for  a  time,  he  again  became  a  rover, 
setting  out  for  the  Lone  Star  State.  The  boat  on 
which  he  was--making  the  trip  down  the  Ohio  sunk 
at  Henderson,  and  he  went  no  further.  He  went 
to  Beverly,  Washington  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  had  a 
sister  residing.  There  he  became  interested  in  an 
estimable  lady,  Miss  Eliza  A.  Dodge,  and  they  were 
there  married,  July  11,  1843.  Mrs.  Glass  was  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Ohio,  born  July  5, 
1817.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and 
Mary  (Stone)  Dodge,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
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The  father  of  Capt.  Dodge  also  bore  the  title  of 
Captain,  obtaining  it  on  account  of  being  com¬ 
mander  of  a  boat.  The  former  gained  his  title  on 
account  of  being  a  military  man,  and  serving  at  the 
time  of  the  early  settlement  of  Ohio  to  assist  in 
protecting  the  whites  from  the  Indians.  The 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Glass  was  of  New  England 
parentage  and  English  ancestry.  She  is  a  cousin 
to  E.  E.  Dodge,  the  wealthy  philanthropist  of  New 
York  City,  now  deceased.  The  elder  Dodge  came 
to  Ohio  in  17‘J8,  when  his  son,  Capt.  John,  Jr.,  was 
a  lad  of  nine  years.  They  settled  along  the  bor¬ 


ders  of  Wolf  Creek,  Washington  County,  and  the 


to  secure  woman’s  rights,  believing  that  the  same 


rights  and  privileges  accorded  to  man  should  be 
accorded  to  her  sex.  She  has  been  a  frequent  con¬ 
tributor  to  various  publications,  in  which  she  has 
advocated  these  measures.  Iler  children  received 
most  of  their  training  and  education  under  the 
mother’s  care,  and  all  of  them  are  well  educated, 
some  of  them  graduates. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  our  subject  and  his 
wife  set  out  for  Iowa,  making  their  first  halt  in  the 
little  hamlet  which  is  now  Iowa  City.  They  soon 
afterward,  in  1845,  purchased  their  present  home, 
which  now  consists  of  about  400  acres.  His  farm 
formerly  consisted  of  000  acres,  the  balance  of 
which  he  sold.  John  P.  Glass  possessed  an  extra¬ 
ordinarily  busy  mind,  his  brain  always  devising 
new  projects  by  which  to  advance  his  own  inter¬ 


elder  Dodge  built  the  first  mill  that  was  set  running 
in  the  Buckeye  State.  Mrs.  Glass,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  has  a  piece  of  the  stone  of  this  mill,  which 
ground  the  first  Hour  in  the  State.  The  stone  was 
brought  from  Virginia.  She  has  also  a  pick  that 
was  used  in  dressing  the  stone,  the  handle  of  which 
is  made  from  timber  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  dam  whose  waters  turned  the  mill-wheel.  As 
may  be  supposed,  these  relics  are  highly  prized.  In 
early  life  Mrs.  Glass  had  the  advantages  of  a  thor¬ 
ough  education,  being  a  graduate  of  Granville  Fe¬ 
male  Seminary,  of  Ohio.  This  has  been  supple¬ 
mented  with  careful  reading  and  reflection,  and 
now  we  find  her  to  be  a  lady  of  broad  and  more 
liberal  culture  than  is  often  found  among  the  pio¬ 
neer  women  of  the  State.  She  has  for  years  been 
identified  with  and  an  exponent  of  the  movement  • 
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ests,  which  he  intended  should  also  become  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  welfare  of  the  community 
him.  He  accordingly  investigated  the  northern 
part  of  Iowa,  in  the  belief  that  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  goods  would  be  a  wise  investment  for  some 
of  the  ready  capital  which  he  commanded.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  selected  a  site  and  began  the  construction 
of  the  woolen-mill,  which  he  operated  about  thirty  H 
years.  This  completed  and  set  in  running  order,  jj 
he  then  erected  the  first  steam  grist-mill  which  was 
put  up  in  the  county,  a  few  rods  from  the  site  of 
his  homestead,  which  he  operated  about  fifteen 
years,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone,  leveling 
the  building  to  the  ground.  He  then  abandoned 
the  milling  business.  He  also  operated  a  sawmill. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  diversified  farming  and  stock-  « 
raising. 

John  P.  and  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Glass  are  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
The  record  is  as  follows :  The  eldest  daughter,  Au- 
nie  E.,  is  residing  at  home  with  her  parents;  Mary 
I.  is  the  wife  of  John  Murphy;  Selina  C.  married 
A.  A.  C.  Graves,  and  is  deceased ;  Harriet  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Archibald  Woodford,  and  they  are  residents 
of  Waterloo;  Jasper  D.  married  Nancy  Lane;  he  is 
a  farmer  of  Rapids  Township;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Fuller,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Israel  O. 
lives  at  home;  Vesta  E.  married  George  Hartsell, 
and  they  live  in  Texas;  Amanda  C.  became  the 
wife  of  William  Jameson,  a  railroad  conductor; 
Eunice  A.  is  a  bright  and  intelligent  young  lady, 


residing  at  home,  and  employed  as  a  book-keeper  b 


for  Umpstead  &  Co.,  in  Cedar  Rapids;  she  was  for¬ 
merly  a  teacher. 


The  mother  and  three  daughters  are  members  in 
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standing  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Glass  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  when  the  old  party 
was  abandoned  and  the  new  Republican  party  or-  - 
gauized,  he  became  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is 
decided  in  his  opinions,  brave  and  courage< 
the  expression  of  them,  and  conscientious  in  the 
endorsement  of  everything  he  believes  to  be  right 
and  good.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  he  is 
one  of  the  most  valued  members  of  the  community 
which  he  has  done  so  much  to  build  up  and  main¬ 
tain.  To  such  men  as  Mr.  Glass  is  the  United 
States  indebted  for  the  position  which  she  holds 
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among  the  nations.  The  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Glass  are  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work,  as  is 
also  a  view  of  the  home  place,  together  with  the 
old  mill. 


_ RAN  CIS  McSHANE,  a  prominent  and  in- 

^  tluential  farmer  of  Brown  Township,  is  the 
possessor  of  200  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land  on  section  19,  of  which  he  came  into  posses¬ 
sion  solely  by  his  own  industry,  energy  and  econ¬ 
omy.  Me  began  life  in  a  humble  manner,  and  was 
content  to  labor  and  to  wait  patiently  for  results. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  said  that  the  latter  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  expectations,  but  if  so,  it  is  no  more 
than  he  has  merited  and  should  enjoy. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Frances  (McLaughlin)  McShane.  (See  sketch  of 
John  McShane  for  history  of  parents.)  Francis 
McShane  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  March 
11,  1844,  and  came  to  Linn  Count}'  with  his  par¬ 
ents.  He  received  a  good  common-school  educa¬ 
tion,  and  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

In  order  to  have  the  societ}^  of  a  faithful  com¬ 
panion  and  helpmeet,  he  was  in  early  life  united  in 
marriage  in  Brown  Township  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Carnahan,  daughter  of  Jacob  W.  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carnahan.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  McShane  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  born  Jan.  29,  1845.  The  result  of  her 
union  with  our  subject  is  three  children — Freddie 
M.,  Maggie  O.  and  Lilia  M.  Mrs.  McShane  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Brown  Township,  Aug.  JO,  1881. 
She  was  a  lady  of  deep  piety,  and  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  McShane  met  with  a  serious  accident  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  on  the  23d  day  of  March.  While 
assisting  to  trim  a  cottonwood-tree,  a  heavy  limb 
fell,  striking  him  on  the  head  and  rendering  him 
senseless.  He  was  carried  into  the  house  and  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  dead  ;  a  messsenger  was  despatched  for 
a  physician,  and  through  the  exercise  of  great  skill, 
he  escaped  from  death.  A  peculiarity  of  his  condi¬ 
tion  was  that  for  twenty-one  days  he  did  not  take  and 
did  not  wish  for  a  drink  of  water.  Mr.  McShane  takes 
pleasure  in  attributing  his  recovery  to  the  skill  of 
his  physician,  Dr.  J.  S.  Love,  through  whose  ef¬ 


forts  he  is  confident  that  he  owes  the  preservation 
of  his  life. 

This  excellent  citizen,  our  subject,  has  now 
abandoned  the  more  active  duties  and  labors  of 
life,  and  is  enjoying  the  reward  of  his  early  toil. 
His  mind,  always  active  and  industrious,  however, 
exerts  a  general  oversight  of  his  business  affairs, 
which  he  has  always  conducted  with  great  wisdom 
and  skill.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  weight  in 
his  community,  whose  opinions  and  judgment  are 
of  great  value.  Mr.  McShane  ran  the  first  mounted 
horse-power  in  Linn  County,  and  the  first  self- 
binder  in  Brown  Township. 

Our  subject  politically  affiliates  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  is  decided  in  his  opinions,  and 
courageous,  though  temperate,  in  the  expression  of 
them,  lie  fully  believes  in  the  rectitude  of  the 
party  of  his  choice,  and  upholds  its  principles  with 
unvarying  uniformity  and  honesty. 


ft  E.  ZAHORIIv.  book-keeper  for  the  Farmer’s 
Insurance  Company,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  be¬ 
came  connected  with  the  company  in  that 
capacity,  in  February,  1880.  He  has  since 
been  very  successful  in  the  position  of  trust  he  oc¬ 
cupies,  enjoying  the  entire  confidence  of  his  em¬ 
ployers.  He  was  born  in  Bohemia,  June  7,  1841. 
His  father,  whose  name  was  John,  and  who  was  a 
farmer,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  his  native 
country,  choosing  for  his  wife  Mary  Bittner,  who 
was  also  born  and  reared  in  the  same  place.  The 
parents  passed  their  days  in  the  country  of  their 
birth,  the  former  dying  in  1870,  the  mother  the 
year  previous,  both  at  the  age  of  upwards  of  sev¬ 
enty  years. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  consisting  of  four  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  His  early  life  was  passed  at  home,  attending 
the  public  schools  of  that  country,  until  he  became 
of  age,  his  education  being  completed  in  the  High 
Schools  of  Rokytzan.  He  later  became  connected 
in  the  Government  office  as  Clerk  in  the  Criminal 
Court,  which  honorable  position  he  held  for  nine 
years.  His  name  during  this  period  became  con¬ 
nected  with  the  courts  of  that  country  as  a  skilled 
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officer  and  clerk.  In  1  Hf»7  he  left  Bohemia  for 
I Iungaria,  and  was  for  four  years  engaged  as  a 
Clerk  of  the  court  there,  being  transferred  to  his 
native  home  in  1861,  in  the  same  position,  that  of 
( Government  Clerk  in  the  local  courts.  But  being 
compelled,  should  lie  remain  there,  to  go  through 
a  long  line  of  promotions  before  he  could  com¬ 
mand  the  oflice  lie  was  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  his 
long  experience,  he  left  and  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  Orleans,  June  12,  1867. 
Thence  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  locating  at  Green 
Bay,  where  he  became  a  laborer  in  a  brewery,  but 
in  December  of  the  same  year  became  book-keeper 
for  the  concern.  The  latter  position  he  filled  ac¬ 
ceptably  for  four  years,  when  the  proprietor  died, 
and  being  left  without  a  position,  Mr.  Zahorik  went 
to  Chicago.  1'bere  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  grocery- 
store,  holding  the  position  for  three  years,  when, 
in  company  with  a  partner,  he  purchased  the  store 
and  for  the  following  two  years  conducted  itsbusi- 
From  Chicago  our  subject  came  to  Iowa, 
becoming  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at  Solon. 
A  year  later  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  for  a 
time  clerked  in  a  drug-store,  but  in  1880  became 
first  book-keeper  for  the  company  he  is  now  with, 

-  and  which  position  he  has  filled  with  marked  ability. 
Our  subject  and  Miss  Sydonie  Dobrovsky  be¬ 
came  man  and  wife,  uniting  their  fortunes  Sept, 
lo,  18/ U,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  Mrs.  Zahorik  was  born 
in  Bohemia  in  1851,  and  came  with  her  parents, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  to  this  country, 
when  a  mere  child.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 
dren — Emily  and  Olga. 

Socially  Mr.  Zahorik  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
I.  and  C.  S.  P.  S.,  and  also  of  the  Bohemia  read¬ 
ing  and  singing  society.  He  has  been  officially 
connected  with  these  orders  for  some  time,  from 
the  minor  offices  up  to  that  of  Chairman. 


“ 


RED  W.  MARKERT.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  is  a  worthy  member  of  that  class  of 
the  community  who,  coming  here  with  lim- 
nSHrj  ited  means,  has  persevered  in  the  struggle  of  life 
and  finally  attained  success.  Mr.  Markert  is  a  deal¬ 
er  in  groceries  and  provisions,  his  house  of  business 
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being  located  at  No.  175  South  Second  street.  Fie 


has  had  a  large  experience  in  this  branch  of  trade, 
having  been  engaged  in  it  most  of  the  time  since 
1872.  He  owns  the  property  he  now  occupies,  and 
has  done  his  share  toward  the  building  up  of  the 
business  community  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

I  he  father  of  Mr.  Markert  was  a  native  of  Sax- 
ony,  Germany,  and  a  weaver  by  trade  and  occupa¬ 
tion.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1851. 
His  son,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  Erie  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  1854,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents 
in  1861.  He  received  but  a  limited  school  educa¬ 
tion,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  learn  the  painter’s  trade,  at  which  he  soon 
became  a  master.  In  the  meantime,  however,  he 
employed  his  spare  time  in  reading  and  study,  thus 
disciplining  and  improving  his  mind  b}1-  a  thorough  tj 
course  of  self-culture. 

F'red  W.  Markert  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Tomasek,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  in  1875.  Two 
children  complete  the  happiness  of  their  household 
— Frederick  Carl  and  Franklin  James. 

In  politics  Mr.  Markert  coincides  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  National  Greenback  party,  and  is  also 
a  prominent  worker  in  the  Labor  movement.  He 
is  decided  in  his  opinions,  and  firm  and  conscien¬ 
tious  in  the  expression  of  them,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  acquaintances  and  neighbors. 


Among 


USTAVUS  NORTH,  A.  M.,  D.  D.  S. 
the  professional  men  of  Linn  County  who 
have  passed  almost  a  lifetime  within  its 
boundaries,  and  whose  success  has  been  attained 
among  those  who  know  him,  is  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  residing  at  Springville.  His  parents  were 
Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Prickett)  North,  natives  of 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
respectively.  After  marriage  the  parents  settled  in 
Salem,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until 
1855.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  they  moved  to 
this  county  and  located  in  Brown  Township.  The 
father  had  been  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  under¬ 
taking  business  in  Ohio,  but  on  coming  here  he  em¬ 
barked  in  agricultural  pursuits,  at  which  he  labored 
for  about  ten  years.  Selling  out,  he  removed  to 
Springville  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business. 
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where  he  and  his  good  wife  yet  reside,  aged  seven¬ 
ty-seven  and  seventy-four  years  respectively.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union— Sarah,  Mary 
Jane,  John  and  Gustavus.  Sarah  is  the  widow  of 
Francis  Burchell,  and  resides  in  Springville;  Mary 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  George  Kinkead,  a  resident  of 
Marion  Township  and  a  farmer  by  vocation ;  John 
married  Miss  Caddie  Boydston,  of  JXavenport,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  living  at  Keokuk;  he  is  a  physician, and 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
in  Damascus,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  March  2, 184(1. 
He  was  but  nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came 
to  this  county,  and  here  received  his  education, 
mostly  in  the  common  schools.  lie  is  a  self-made 
man  in  every  respect  the  word  implies.  Living  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  engaged  in  the  study  of  dentistry  at  Marion. 
Soon  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  A.  M.  Cross, 
and  they  continued  in  practice  together  for  about 
one  year,  when  the  partnership  was  dissolved  and 
our  subject  came  to  Springville,  hnng  out  his  shin¬ 
gle,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  dental  pro¬ 
fession  in  that  place.  In  1869-70  he  attended  the 
Medical  University,  Iowa  City;  in  1874he  attended 
St.  Louis  Dental  College,  where  he  received  his 
diploma.  The  year  after  graduating  therefrom  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Trustees  of  that  college, 
and  also  Professor  of  Pathology,  Hygiene  and 
Therapeutics.  He  filled  that  chair  for  two  years, 
and  then  took  the  chair  of  Dental  Surgery  in  the 
Keokuk  Medical  College  and  held  that  position  for 
four  years,  and  during  all  that  time  made  his  home 
at  Springville. 

In  1882  Dr.  North  attended  the  Baltimore  Col¬ 
lege  of  Dental  Surgery,  one  of  the  leading  institu¬ 
tions  of  this  country,  from  which  he  graduated,  and 
was  then  elected  one  of  the  Trustees  of  that  col¬ 
lege,  and  still  holds  that  position.  Dr.  North  is  the 
only  dentist  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  has 
built  up  a  good  and  constantly  increasing  practice. 
He  was  married  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  10, 
1868,  to  Eliza  P.  Haines,  daughter  of  Phillip  and 
Mary  (Miles)  Haines,  natives  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  After  marriage  her 
parents  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  subsequently  re¬ 


moving  to  Maryland,  and  coming  thence  to  this 
county  in  1863.  They  lived  in  Marion  one  year,  is 
then  removed  to  Jones  County,  and  in  the  fall  of  ' 
1878  went  to  Kansas.  Mrs.  North  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  May  3,  1842,  and  was  but  six 
years  of  age  when  her  parents  removed  to  Mary- 
land,  where  she  lived  until  they  came  to  this  coun¬ 
ty.  She  lias  borne  our  subject  two  children — Mar¬ 
garet  and  Anna  M. ;  the  former  died  in  Springville, 
March  25,  1877,  aged  seven  years  and  eight  days. 
Religiously,  our  subject  belongs  to  the  sect  known 
as  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  seldom  fails  to  cast  his  vote  for  that 
party  when  opportunity  affords.  He  has  been  an 
extensive  traveler,  and  has  visited  most  places  of 
interest  in  this  country. 


'iw?  R.  MORIN,  of  the  firm  of  J.  R.  Morin  & 
Co.,  wholesale  egg  packers,  and  manufactur¬ 
ers  and  dealers  in  fine  creamery  butter,  doing- 
business  at  No.  136  South  First  street,  Cedar 
Rapids,  is  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  business 
push  and  energy  of  that  place.  He  was  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  April  1,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Catharine  (Colwell)  Morin,  natives  of  the  same 
State.  The  father  of  our  subject,  an  intelligent  and 
well  educated  man,  was  a  school  teacher,  and  also 
County  Surveyor,  and  became  the  head  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living.  He 
was  a  man  of  prominence,  a  Whig  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  served  two 
terms.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years, 
and  also  Sheriff  of  this  county,  but  resigned  the  of¬ 
fice  on  account  of  pressure  of  other  business.  He 
died  in  1856,  and  his  good  wife  survived  him  until 
1882,  when  she  passed  to  meet  him  on  the  other 
shore. 

J.  R.  Morin  attended  the  common  schools  until 
he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  also  received  instruc¬ 
tions  from  his  father  who,  as  stated,  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  culture  and  attainment.  Young  Morin  also 
assisted  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and,  early  in  life, 
learned  surveying,  which  he  followed  from  the  age 
of  sixteen  to  twenty-one.  He  then  entered  the 
[Sophomore  class  of  St.  Xavier  College,  and  two 
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years  later  graduated  in  the  scientific  course.  He 
subsequently  took  a  course  of  commercial  training 
in  Bartlett’s  Commercial  College,  and  in  1854  grad* 
tinted  therefrom.  He  then  became  book-keeper  and 
surveyor  for  James  Taylor,  and  after  remaining  in 
his  employ  for  four  years,  purchased  230  acres  of 
land  eight  miles  above  Cincinnati,  on  the  Ohio 
River.  This  he  divided  into  lots,  which  he  sold 
to  Herman  emigrants,  and  during  the  time  that  he 
was  disposing  of  it.  he  was  engaged  in  surveying  in 
Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Indiana.  We  next  find  him 
performing  the  duties  of  a  pedagogue  in  Campbell 
County,  Ky.,  and  then  for  one  year  in  the  public 
schools  of  Newport. 

In  18112  our  subject  was  interested  in  the  raising  of 
a  company,  and  was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
8th  Ky.  Yol.  Cav.,  and  soon  thereafter  made  Adju¬ 
tant.  lie  participated  in  many  minor  engagements 
and  in  one  of  the  conflicts  every  man  in  his  com¬ 
pany,  except  three,  was  killed  or  taken  prisoner. 
He  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of  physical 
disability.  In  1863  he  became  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Campbell  County,  Ky.,  and  served  for  six 
years.  He  was  also  chief  clerk  in  the  Provost  Mar¬ 
shal’s  office  of  that  district.  In  18G8  we  find  him 
in  Chicago  engaged  in  the  cold-storage  business, 
which  he  followed  until  1873.  During  that  year 
he  came  to  Davenport,  this  State,  and  embarked  in 
the  same  business,  and  in  1875  came  to  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  and  continued  in  the  business  until  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Morin  was  married  in  1857,  to  Miss  Sallie 
Smith,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  of  their  union 
seven  children  have  been  born :  Henry  C.  married 
Miss  Minnie  Goodrich,  and  thejware  living  in  Cedar 
Rapids:  Nellie  became  Mrs.  Weed,  and  bore  her 
husband  two  children,  Emmie  and  Carlton;  they 
are  likewise  living  in  Cedar  Rapids;  Ada, Mrs.  Me- 
Lafferty.  is  a  resident  also  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Bessie 
graduated  in  the  Musical  Department  of  Cornell 
}  College,  March  20,  188G,  married  Hugh  Mclndoe, 
and  resides  at  Wausau,  Wis. ;  Mr.  Mel.  is  also  a 
graduate  of  Cornell  College;  James  R.  is  attending 

I:^;  the  High  School,  .‘is  likewise  is  Charles,  and  they 
J  both,  together  with  Herbert,  the  youngest  child,  are 
living  at  home.  Mr.  Morin  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
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and  socially  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  he  is  also 
Vice  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Cornell  College,  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa.  Mr.  Morin  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  is  : 
Trustee  in  his  congregation.  He  is  one  of  twenty 
others  who  organized  the  Merchant’s  National 
Bank,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  still  stock-holder  in 
the  same.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  480  acres  in 
Southern  Kansas. 


~'YOBERT  WILLIAMS,  Vice  President  and 
J  Superintendent  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N  .R.  R.. 
makes  his  home  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  has 
^8  had  a  long  and  varied  experience  among 
the  railroad  offices  of  the  West.  He  is,  conse¬ 
quently,  well  fitted  for  the  important  position 
which  he  occupies.  By  a  glance  at  the  railway  his¬ 
tory  of  the  West,  it  would  seem  that  most  of  the 
prominent  officials,  master  mechanics  and  engineers, 
served  their  first  apprenticeship  among  the  stormy 
New  England  hills  which  have  graduated  so  many 
stanch  men  and  sent  them  forth  to  engage  in  West¬ 
ern  enterprises.  Robert  Williams  is  a  native  of 
Norwich,  Conn.,  born  July  11,  1852,  and  the  son 
of  Wareham  and  Ellen  (Thacher)  Williams.  They 
were  Connecticut  people,  the  father  being  engaged 
as  a  wholesale  and  dry-goods  merchant  at  Norwich, 
in  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  during  his 
early  years,  and  which  he  followed  until  the  end  of 
his  life.  He  rested  from  his  labors  in  1871,  after 
making  a  good  record  both  as  a  business  man  and 
a  gentleman  of  high  moral  character.  The  mother 
is  still  living  in  her  native  State.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  children. 

The  younger  days  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
until  1872,  were  mostly  spent  in  school  and  college. 
After  completing  his  primary  course  he  entered 
Yale  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with  high 
honors.  He  had  been  a  close  student,  and  had  es¬ 
timated  at  their  true  value  those  opportunities 
which  so  many  of  the  youth  of  the  present  day  neg¬ 
lect  or  set  aside  as  of  minor  consequence.  After 
leaving  college  he  was  first  employed  as  clerk  in  the 
bank  at  Norwich,  and  after  a  year  thus  occupied 
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became  connected  with  the  Clearing  House  in  New 
York  City.  He  had  a  desire,  however,  to  locate  in 
the  West,  and  in  1875  he  crossed  the  Mississippi 
and  came  into  Cedar  Rapids.  His  talents  and  in¬ 
dustry  gained  ready  recognition,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the 
B.,  C’.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  He  was  afterward  made 
Purchasing  Agent  of  the  road,  was  Assistant  Super¬ 
intendent  in  1880,  Superintendent  in  1881,  and  in 
1 884,  elected  to  theYice  Presidency.  It  will  be  seen 
that  he  has  reached  his  present  position  step  by  step, 
and  has  obtained  the  reward  of  industry  and  fidelity 


in  the 


discharge 


of  his  duties.  He  is  highly  es¬ 


teemed  by  the  officials  of  the  company  and  is  well 
qualified  for  the  position  to  which  he  has  attained. 

Vice  President  Williams  .is  greatly  interested  in 
all  local  and  general  matters  pertaining  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  good.  He  endorses  the  principles  advocated 
by  the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  citizen  of  Cedar 
Rapids  is  highly  esteemed  for  his  genial,  social 
qualities,  his  well-informed  and  intelligent  mind, 
and  his  high  moral  principles. 


APT.  W.  W.  SMITH,  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  Postmaster  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  genial, 


whole-souled  gentleman,  possessed  of  the 
happy  faculty  of  making  and  retaining  friends.  He 
first  saw  light  in  Nova  Scotia,  April  17,  1820,  and 
is  an  offspring  of  William  S.  and  Jane  (Colwell) 
Smith,  natives  of  the  same  Province.  W.  S.  Smith 
was  a  contractor  and  builder  by  trade  and,  about 
1828,  removed  with  his  family  to  Pembroke,  ’Wash¬ 
ington  Co.,  Me.  Living  there  until  1835  he  made 
another  remove,  this  time  locating  at  Calais,  that 
State,  where  he  continued  at  his  trade  of  contractor 
and  builder.  He  became  the  head  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  have  “crossed  the  river 
of  death  to  a  brighter  home  beyond  ”  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two — William  W.,  and  Edward  J.  The 
latter  is  a  resident  of  Detroit,  and  member  of  the 
firm  of  M.  S.  Smith  &  Co.,  jewelers. 

William  W.  Smith,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
became  an  employe  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  store 
at  Pembroke,  Me.,  and  held  that  position  for  two 
years.  Abandoning  mercantile  pursuits,  he  re- 
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turned  home  and,  until  the  age  of  maturity,  worked  ( 
at  masonry.  On  becoming  his  own  man  he  left  the 
parental  home  to  seek  new  fields  and  pastures  green 
in  which  to  reap  a  bountiful  harvest.  Engaging 
in  building  and  contracting  at  Calais,  he  was  thus  s 
occupied  until  1849.  during  which  time  he  spent  ji 
one  summer  at  Fall  River,  Mass.  During  the  fall 
of  1849,  he  was  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1850  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  arriving  here  on 
the  5th  day  of  May.  After  a  few  days  spent  in 
viewing  the  beautiful  river,  together  with  all  the 
natural  advantages  the  place  afforded,  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  a  thriving  city,  he  concluded  to  make 
it  his  permanent  home,  and  purchasing  a  residence, 
he  has  continued  to  reside  here  until  the  present 
time.  He  first  engaged  in  contracting  and  building, 
which  vocation  he  followed  for  about  ten  years, 
when  he  embarked  in  mercantile  business. 

In  1857  Mr.  Smith  purchased  a  dry -goods  store 
at  Cedar  Rapids  and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Edward  J.,  engaged  in  that  business,  which  they 
jointly  continued  until  1860.  They  then  disposed 
of  their  stock,  and,  our  subject  spent  the  summer  of 
that  year  in  Denver,  Col.  There  he  purchased 
some  mines,  sunk  a  shaft,  and  also  furnished  sup¬ 
plies  to  miners.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he 
returned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  with  the  expectation  of 
going  back  to  Colorado  the  next  spring.  But  the 
Sheriff  of  the  count}7  of  Linn  having  resigned,  the 
friends  of  our  subject  desired  him  to  take  the  place, 
which  he  accepted,  and,  in  the  election  of  1861,  he 
was  duly  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county  for  two 
years,  from  Jan.  1,  1862,  which  position  he  held 
until  he  resigned  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  corn- 
pan}'  to  aid  in  putting  down  the  Rebellion.  He  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  raising  of  Co.  G,  24th  Iowa  Yol.  Inf., 
and  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
company,  Sept.  18,  1862.  In  October  of  the  same 
year  he  was  promoted  Captain,  and  went  into  ren¬ 
dezvous  at  Camp  Strong,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1862,  and  on  the  18th  of  October 
of  that  year  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service.  The  company  and  regiment  were  in  active 
service  during  the  war,  and,  at  the  close  returned 
home  with  only  twenty-seven  of  their  100  brave 
men,  and  twenty-two  recruits,  left.  They  partici- 
cipated  in  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Champion 
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lliils,  Black  River,  Vicksburg, 

Cedar  Creek.  At  the  latter  battle,  Capt.  Smith 
was  taken  prisoner  and,  for  a  time  was  confined  in 
that  foulest  of  all  foul  Southern  prisons,  Libby,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  at  Danville.  While  a 
prisoner,  one  of  the  Southern  officers  took  him  out 
into  the  woods  to  bring  in  wood  for  the  camp,  and 
there  demanded  Ins  money.  Capt.  Smith  took  an 
old  wallet  from  his  pocket,  containing  a  few  dol¬ 
lars,  that  belonged  to  one  of  his  soldiers  who  was 
sick,  and  had  been  given  to  our  subject  for  safe 
keeping,  but  this  did  not  satisfy  the  “  Keb,”  and 
Placing  his  gun  to  the  head  of  our  subject  he  said: 
“tork  over.”  Knowing  resistance  would  avail 
nothing,  Capt.  Smith  gave  the  scoundrel  $100,  re- 
taming $10  which  he  asked  that  he  might  keep  to 
use  while  in  prison.  But  he  was  compelled  to  give 
that  up,  together  with  a  gold  and  silver  watch,  the 
latter  of  which  belonged  to  one  of  his  brave  soldier 
boys. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Capt.  Smith  returned  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  on  hirst  street,  and  in  which  he  continued 
until  1878.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  by 
President  Hayes,  April  14,  1878;  his  second  com¬ 
mission,  from  President  Arthur,  is  dated  July  17, 
1883,  the  third,  Dec.  20,  1884.  He  still  holds  the 
position  and,  as  he  is  liked  by  men  of  both  parties, 
the  Civil  Service  Reform  rules  have  not  been 
brought  to  bear  against  him,  and  it  is  probable  he 
will  retain  his  position  until  he  is  ready  to  resign  it. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married,  Jan.  1,  1845,  to  Miss 
Anna  T.  Wadsworth,  a  native  of  Calais,  Me.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Abner  and  Jeannette  (Towers)  Wads¬ 
worth.  Her  father  was  a  lumber  merchant,  and 
had  a  family  of  eight  daughters,  four  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Deborah,  Mrs.  McDonald,  residing 
in  Calais;  Annie  T.,  Mrs.  Smith;  Arzelia,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Doughald,  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids;  Susan,  Mrs. 
Capron,  of  De  Kalb  County,  Ill.  Our  subject  also 
has  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Mohler,  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  her  husband  is  agent  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minn- 
apolis  A  Manitoba  Railroad. 

Capt.  Smith  resides  on  Third  avenue,  and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  Mayor,  been  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  and  also  of  the  School  Board.  Re¬ 


ligiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Lpiscopal  Church,  and  he  has  been  a 
Trustee  of  that  denomination  at  Cedar  Rapids  toi- 
th  irty -live  years. 

GIDEON  A.  MITCHELL,  civil  engineer  and 
County  Surveyor  of  Linn  County,  residing 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  at  Marion,  this 
State,  March  4,  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and 
Abigail  (Brown)  Mitchell,  natives  of  Ireland  and  j 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  respectively.  Daniel  Mitchell 
left  the  Emerald  Isle  when  a  young  man,  and  emi¬ 
grating  to  the  United  States,  located  in  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Remaining  there  a  few  years  he  learned  the 
stone-mason’s  trade  and  also  served  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  at  stone  and  brick  masonry  and  plastering. 
Coming  to  Marion,  this  county,  in  1 848,  he  en-  [  j 
gaged  in  building  and  contracting,  and  was  thus  oc¬ 
cupied  until  1861.  October  12  of  that  year  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  II,  14th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  served 
the  Union  faithfully  and  well  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth, 
Shiloh,  and  Mission  Ridge,  and  his  regiment  was 
with  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  from  Atlanta  to 
the  sea,  and  participated  in  all  the  battles  which 
took  place  during  that  march.  After  the  war  was 
over,  Daniel  Mitchell  returned  to  Marion,  where  he 
remained  until  1866.  He  then  went  to  Sullivan 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  fol¬ 
lowed  agricultural  pursuits  for  eight  years.  He 
then  read  law,  and  in  1876  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  that  State,  and  followed  his  profession  there  for 
two  years.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Templeton, 
Dak.,  where  he  has  been  in  active  practice  until  the 
present  writing.  He  is  the  head  of  a  family  of  ten 
children— Gideon  A.,  Edwin  A.,  Jessie  B.,  Robert 
M.,  Darwin  T.,  Josephine  F.,  Jennie  J.,  Nellie, 
Stilla  II.  and  Mark. 

Ihe  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  worked 
on  a  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  adding  to 
his  knowledge  received  in  the  common  schools  a 
practical  education.  He  was  what  might  be  called  a 
■'home  student,”  up  to  his  eighteenth  year,  and  about 
that  age  in  life  began  teaching.  Entering  the  North 
Missouri  State  Normal  School  when  about  eight-  : 
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een,  he  continued  to  study  there  until  lie  graduated 
in  1877.  After  graduating  he  became  Principal  of 
the  Knox  City  (Mo.)  High  School,  and  subsequently 
accepted  a  position  as  Deputy  County  Assessor  of 
Adair  County,  Mo.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office  he  returned  to  Iowa,  where,  at  Muscatine, 
he  again  engaged  in  teaching  until  1881.  During 
that  year  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  During  1884-85  he  was  Assistant  City 
Engineer,  was  elected  County  Surveyor  during  the 
latter  year,  and  took  possession  of  the  office  located 
at  No.  25  hirst  avenue,  Jan.  1,  1886,  and  now  keeps 
two  assistants/ 

Gideon  A.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss  Maria 
Williams  in  1879.  She  is  a  native  of  Cordova, 
Rock  Island  Co.,  Ill.,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  Williams.  Her  father  is  one  of  the 
Saulpaugh  Company,  bridge  and  railroad  build¬ 
ers  and  contractors.  The  home  of  our  subject 
has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  two  children— Charles 
E.  and  Flora.  In  politics  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  lie  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  their  residence  is  at  No.  425 
Fourth  avenue. 

E^  •  GEORGE  E.  W.  LEONARD,  deceased, 
^  was  an  esteemed  minister,  and  a  pioneer 


'  among  the  early  settlers  of  Rapids  Town- 
^)ship.  He  was  a  native  of  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.,  and  was  born  May  27,  1829.  He 
rested  from  his  earthly  labors  on  the  23d  of  May, 
18/4.  His  father,  a  New  Jersey  farmer,  Charles 
Leonard,  was  a  gentleman  of  German  ancestry  and 
a  native  of  New  England.  Charles  Leonard  mar- 
lied,  early  in  life,  Miss  Mary  Duck,  a  native  of  the 
same  State,  and  of  New  England  parentage.  These 
worthy  people  remained  residents  of  New  Jersey 
until  1855.  Their  eldest  son  at  this  time  had  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  year  mentioned,  the 
father  with  his  family,  followed  and  located  in 
Rapids  lownship.  The  parents  remained  here  un¬ 
til  theii  decease,  the  death  of  the  father  occurring 
probably  in  1866,  and  that  of  the  mother  about 
1870,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  threescore  and  ten. 
They  were  descendants  of  an  excellent  family,  and 
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brought  to  the  West  those  characteristics  for  which 
they  and  their  progenitors  had  been  notable  before 
they  left  their  native  England. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  the  schools,  first  in  Columbia,  and  aft¬ 
erward  in  Schoharie  County.  Through  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  a  pious  mother  his  mind  had  become  in¬ 
clined  to  matters  of  religion  at  the  early  age  of 
thirteen  years,  and  these  tendencies  influenced  him 
through  all  his  life,  and  enabled  him  to  exhibit  to 
the  world  that  genial  and  kindly  Christian  charac¬ 
ter  for  which  he  was  always  conspicuous.  On  March 
20,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Re- 
zilda  Crowe,  who  was  a  native  of  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  July  3,  1830,  and  a  daughter 
of  \\  illiam  and  Lucy  (Serring)  Crowe,  the  former 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of  New  England. 
I  hey  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  who 
were  reared  in  Columbia  County,  and  there  the 
parents  both  died;  the  father  at  about  the  age  of 
seventy  years;  the  mother  living  to  be  over  ninety. 

I'heir  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  were  Charles,  who  married  Miss  Maria  Will¬ 
iams,  and  resides  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. ; 
Jane  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Osborne,  and  lives  in 
Placer  County,  Cal. ;  Mrs.  Leonard,  of  this  notice, 
is  the  youngest  child  living;  Hannah,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Erastus  Norton,  a  farmer  near  Hillsdale, 
Mich. 

Mrs.  Leonard  is  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
one  of  whom  is  deceased :  John  C.,  an  attorney, 
married  Miss  Belle  Burroughs,  and  they  reside  on 
the  old  home  place;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John  C. 
Stuckslager,  they  are  occupied  in  farming,  and  re¬ 
side  in  Sioux  County,  Iowa;  William  is  living  in 
Rock  \  alley,  Sioux  Co.,  Iowa,  and  is  practicing  the 
profession  of  law;  Mary  R.,  a  girl  of  rare  intellect¬ 
ual  ability,  and  before  whom  lay  the  brightest 
prospects  of  a  happy  future,  died  in  her  twenty-sec¬ 
ond  year,  laying  down  her  life  with  a  cheerful  res¬ 
ignation  to  the  Divine  W  ill ;  Dora  B.  is  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Marion,  and  is  fulfilling  the 
duties  of  her  position  with  credit  and  success.  She 
is  very  popular  as  a  teacher,  a  very  intelligent  and 
attractive  lady,  and  a  graduate  of  the  High  School 

gnn  nymrr  n-mum  r| 


m  t 


m 

spp 

■ii 


HN 


uiss 

i  (Mi  i: 

fLinJ 


788 


'PI 


i 


|  |i  n  i  iiirn  inrnmir 

!  iiiiiiiiiiiaiiiirinitiitiii 

LINN  COUNTY. 


xxirxiimiii  liiniHin  uii 
mi  .niinin rfrmi xx hi  x 


at  Marion;  Martha  A.  was  educated  at  Coe  Col¬ 
lege,  and  is  teaching  in  Cedar  Rapids;  George  E. 
resides  at  home. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  L.  came  West  and 
purchased  land,  and  his  tract  of  1G0  acres  lies 
within  the  city  limits,  and  has  become  very  valua¬ 
ble.  The  land  is  now  divided  among  the  children, 
and  constitutes  a  liberal  heritage. 

.Air.  I  „eonard  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  shortly  after  he  came  to  this 
State,  and  was  an  earnest  and  conscientious  laborer 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master,  and  his  memory  is 
cherished  as  is  always  the  memory  of  the  just.  He 
was  ably  seconded  in  his  pious  efforts  by  his  excel¬ 
lent  helpmeet,  and  with  the  parents  the  children 
have  also  become  influential  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian  Church. 
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^f?UDGE  JAMES  D.  GIFFEN  presides  over 
the  District  Court  of  the  Eighth  Judicial 
District  of  Iowa,  to  which  he  was  first  elect¬ 
ed  in  1882.  He  is  a  native  of  Northumber¬ 
land  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Oct.  2,  1839.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  M.  and  Margaret  M.  (Durham) 
Giffeu.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  on  his  father’s  side  he  is  descended 
from  stanch  old  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  Linn  County,  in  early  youth,  and  after  a  fair 
education  in  the  common  schools  took  a  course  of 
study  at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon.  He  was 
an  apt  scholar  and  loved  learning,  and  after  leaving- 
college,  in  18G5,  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Thomas  Corbett.  Two  years  later  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  since  that  time  has  been  continu¬ 
ously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
iwas  a  bright  and  promising  young  man,  and  the 
citizens  of  Marion  soon  recognized  his  abilities  as 
an  attorney  and  his  value  as  a  citizen.  He  was 
soon  entrusted  with  the  minor  official  positions  of 
his  township,  and  made  rapid  progress  upward, 
finally  becoming  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Marion.  He 
was  married,  April  17,  1867,  to  Miss  Helen  F. 
Keyes,  a  native  of  this  city*.  Their  union  was  blest 
b}'  the  birth  of  four  daughters — Josephine  C., 
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Louisa,  Eudora  and  Minnie.  Judge  Giffen 
mained  in  Marion  after  his  marriage,  and  there  all 
his  children  were  born. 

After  he  became  established  in  his  profession,  E 
and  after  becoming  Mayor  of  the  city,  Judge 
Giffen  gradually  advanced,  and  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  County  Clerk,  the  duties  of  which  office 
he  performed  with  conscientious  care  and  fidelity. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  possesses  due 
influence  with  his  party  in  this  section.  He  is  still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
honor  and  emolument  will  be  his  in  long  years  to 
come. 


ENRYr  F.  WHITE,  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  and  the  branch  lines, 
and  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  born  Oct.  14, 
He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Jane  E. 
(Fisher)  White,  also  natives  of  the  Bay  State.  He 
comes  from  an  excellent  family.  In  early  man¬ 
hood  Mr.  Joseph  A.  White  was  engaged  in  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits,  and  in  1858  retired  upon  a  com¬ 
petency,  and  is  now  living  at  Framingham,  twenty 
miles  from  Boston.  He  was  the  father  of  three 
sons:  Henry  F.,  our  subject;  Edward  I.,  engaged 
in  the  plumbing  business  in  Chicago,  and  Joseph 
A.,  a  resident  of  Alexandria,  Mo.,  and  a  successful 
lumber  dealer  at  that  point.  The  wife  and  mother 
passed  from  earth  in  March,  18G9,  leaving  behind 
her  a  record  of  womanly  virtues  and  kindly  deeds. 

Henry  F.  White  attended  the  district  schools  in 
his  boyhood,  and  subsequently  entered  the  High 
School  at  Framingham,  from  which  he  graduated  . 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  In  his  earliest  years 
he  exhibited  remarkable  mechanical  genius,  and 
whenever  possible  was  to  be  found  around  mills, 
factories  and  railroad  depots,  or  wherever  machinery 
was  in  operation.  Soon  after  leaving  school  he 
made  known  his  determination  to  his  parents  to 
pursue  the  calling  of  a  practical  machinist  and  en¬ 
gineer.  With  wise  judgment  they  did  not  deter 
him,  and  he  accordingly  entered  the  employ  of  a 
practical  engineer  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he 
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began  the  career  which  he  has  since  followed  with 
so  much  credit  and  in  which  he  has  become  so  pro¬ 
ficient.  He  remained  thei'e  for  two  years,  and  in 
this  short  time  had  attained  to  considerable  skill, 
and  was  possessed  of  valuable  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  operations  of  complicated  machinery.  Fie 
then  left  Worcester  and  proceeded  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  was  given  a  position  on  the  Cairo  & 
Vincennes  Railroad  as  Assistant  Engineer  on  the 
Tunnel  Division.  This  being  his  first  experience 
in  a  position  of  responsibility,  the  result  was 
naturally  watched  with  great  interest  by  his  friends. 
Fie  proved  equal  to  their  anticipations  and  re¬ 
mained  until  this  road  was  completed,  in  1873.  Fie 
then  returned  to  St.  Louis,  and  after  remaining  in 
the  office  of  the  company  a  few  weeks  was  detailed 
as  transit  man  on  the  Kansas,  Brookfield  &  Chicago 
Railroad,  and  there  remained  until  the  surveys 
were  finished. 

Mr.  White  had  been  absent  from  home  for  two 
years.  Fie  was  young  and  had  a  natural  desire  to 
visit  his  parents  and  take  a  turn  over  the  old 
tramping  ground.  He  accordingly  set  his  face 
eastward,  arriving  in  Boston  in  due  time,  visited 
his  old  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  then,  being 
proffered  a  position  as  Division  Engineer  of  Ware 
River  Branch  of  the  Boston  <fc  Albany  Railroad, 
decided  to  remain  in  that  locality  for  a  time,  or 
until  the  Ware  River  Branch  was  finished.  Fie 
ao-ain  set  his  face  westward,  came  into  Van  Buren 
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County,  Iowa,  and  made  a  survey  of  the  county. 
When  this  was  completed  he  proceeded  to  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  there  engaged  as  transit  man  on  the 
Dayton  dr  Southeastern  Railroad.  After  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  surveys  he  had  charge  of  the  James¬ 
town  Division,  and  remained  thus  occupied  until 
June,  1876.  He  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
was  employed  by  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  as  Assist- 
ant  Engineer,  which  position  he  held  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1881.  He  was  then  appointed  Chief  Engineer 
in  charge  of  construction  of  tracks,  bridges  and 
buildings,  which  position  he  still  holds.  From 
1,000  to  1,500  men  are  under  his  supervision, 
twenty-one  of  these  being  in  the  engineer  corps. 

Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Anna  McConnell  in  1880.  His  bride  was  a  native 
of  Marion  and  daughter  of  Rev.  N.  A.  McConnell. 


They  have  a  comfortable  residence  located  at  160 
Eighth  avenue. 

Besides  occupying  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  Mr.  White  is  Secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  of  which  body  he  has 
long  been  an  honored  and  efficient  member.  He  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church,  and,  whether  engaged  in  public 
duties  or  enjoying  the  amenities  of  social  life,  he 
is  regarded  on  every  hand  as  a  whole-hearted  man 


ggasi 


and  a  good  citizen. 
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SAAC  MILLBURN  is  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Monroe  Township,  living  on  section 
ill  23.  Fie  -was  born  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  in  the  lJro vince  of  New  Brunswick, 
Aug.  12,  1818.  His  father  was  a  wheelwright  by 
trade,  and  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un¬ 
til  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  receiving  his 
education  at  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  young  Millburn  went  to  the  home 
of  his  brother-in-law,  Oliver  Dow,  of  Calais,  Maine, 
who  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  there  acquired 
the  same  art.  He  remained  at  Calais  four  years, 
then  returned  home  and  entered  the  Academy  at 
Mt.  Allison,  Sackville,  New  Brunswick,  xvhere  he 
pursued  a  course  of  study  for  eighteen  months  and 
still  has  the  certificate  of  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  institution,  as  having  successfully  com¬ 
pleted  his  education  in  the  branches  taught  there. 
He  then  returned  to  Calais  and  worked  at  his  trade 
as  a  journeyman  for  the  following  two  years,  and 
in  1850  turned  his  face  westward,  crossed  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  came  into  Iowa,  locating  in  Monroe 
Township  and  erecting  the  first  sawmill  built  in 
this  township,  it  being  located  on  the  section  where 
he  now  resides.  Mr.  Millburn  owned  and  operated 
this  mill  for  the  next  twenty-five  years,  and  in  this, 
as  in  other  undertakings,  met  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary  success.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  435 
acres,  which  he  has  industriously  cultivated  and  su¬ 
perintended  in  addition  to  his  other  business  inter¬ 
ests,  attending  to  them  all  intelligently  and  success¬ 
fully.  Fie  also  has  nine  dwelling-houses  in  the  city 
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ol  (  edar  Rapids,  all  centrally  located  and  occupied 
by  first-class  tenants. 

Mr.  Millburn  arrived  in  Monroe  Township  on  the 
8d  of  June,  1850.  Cedar  Rapids  at  that  time  con¬ 
tained  but  two  brick  houses.  Mr.  Millburn  entered 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  he  now  owns,  which  formed 
a  nucleus  for  his  very  line  homestead.  lie  labored 
alone  for  four  years  in  the  young1  and  enterprising 
West,  and  taking  courage  from  the  prospect  of  a 
successful  future,  he  selected  for  himself  a  help¬ 
meet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Olivia  McLaskey,  their 
marriage  taking  place  Nov.  28,  1854.  Mrs.  M., 
like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of  New  Brunswick, 
born  in  St.  Patrick  Township,  Charlotte  County, 
Jan.  5,  183^  She  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Mary  (Oilman)  McLaskey.  Her  father  was  also  a 
nati\c  of  New  Brunswick,  and  of  Irish  ancestry. 
His  birth  occurred  on  the  12th  of  October,  1800, 
and  he  died  in  1884,  in  his  native  Province.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Gilman  occurred  in  182G. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  born  in 
1 80G,  and  of  English  and  New  England  parentage. 
1  heir  household  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth 
of  twelve  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
unnamed.  The  others  were  as  follows :  Eliza  A., 
Olivia,  Mary  J.,  Lydia,  Sarah  M.,  Ruth,  Cordelia, 
Robert  H.,  Charles  G.,  Ernest  F.,  and  Harvey,  who 
(lied  iu  infancy.  Eight  of  these  are  now  living. 

|  X'  l'he  parents  of  Mr.  Millburn  of  this  sketch  were 
Jeremiah  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Millburn,  both  from 
the  Parish  of  Stanhope,  County  of  Durham,  En 
gland.  4  hej  weie  married  in  their  native  country 
and  came  to  New  Brunswick  in  1818,  settling  in 
the  Parish  of  Hillsboro^  Jeremiah  Millburn  was 
born  in  the  year  1774,  and  died  in  New  Bruns¬ 
wick  in  1848.  His  wife  was  born  in  178G,  and  died 
in  1858,  also  in  New  Brunswick.  Mr.  Millburn, 
Sr.,  was  employed  in  the  lead  mines  of  England 
djuring  his  earlier  years  and  until  coming  to  New 
Brunswick,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  plaster¬ 
mining,  and  he  was  also  a  wheelwright  by  trade. 
The  parental  household  consisted  of  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Arietta  married  Mr.  Con  vis  Kinney, 
who  is  now  deceased,  and  she  is  living  in  Washing- 
i  ton  County,  Maine;  John  married  Miss  Matilda 
j  }  A\  illbuu,  and  they  are  living  in  Albert  County,  N. 

-  B.;  Betsey  married  Oliver  Dow,  and  both  she  and 
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her  husband  are  deceased;  Robert  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Joseph  married  Miss  Martha  McNutt, 
and  they  are  living  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa;  the 
next  in  order  of  birth  is  Isaac,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch;  Robert,  second,  married  Miss  Susannah 
Woodworth,  and  they  are  now  living  in  Hopewell 
1  aiish,  Albert  County,  N.  B. ;  David  married  Miss 
Lorinda  Cennett,  and  they  are  living  in  Hand 
County,  Dak.;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Jones 
Watson,  now  deceased,  and  is  living  in  Calais,  Me.; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  George  Brown,  lives  in  Turner  Countv 
Dak. 

^4 r.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Millburn  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  living:  Will¬ 
ard  W.,  born  Sept.  1,  1854,  married  Miss  Eldora 
Freeman,  and  they  reside  on  section  6,  Monroe 
Township;  Charles  S.,  born  July  20,  1859,  married 
Miss  Matilda  Irinble;  Addison  R.  was  born  Jan. 
28,  1861;  Lydia,  born  June  9,  18G5,  became  the  S 
wife  of  John  M.  Mead,  and  lives  in  Dakota;  Ade- 
lia  was  born  Aug.  28,  18GG,  and  Benjamin,  Aug. 

J,  1874. 

1  he  subject  of  our  sketch,  notwithstanding  his 
success,  business  tact  and  the  accumulation  of  fine 
property,  is  a  man  of  quiet  and  unostentatious  dis¬ 
position,  never  seeking  notoriety.  This,  perhaps, 
was  his  chief  recommendation  among  his  fellow- 
citizens,  who  determined  that  his  true  worth  and 
intelligence  should  receive  their  just  reward.  Con¬ 
sequently  he  was  solicited  to  fill  such  offices  as  they 
were  able  to  bestow  upon  him.  In  1862  he  was 
nominated  as  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  elected  by  a  majority 
of  over  400.  While  a  member  of  this,  the  Ninth 
General  Assembly,  he  was  on  the  committees  of 
Schools  and  Universities,  Military  Affairs,  and  Judi¬ 
cial  Districts.  His  opposing  candidate  was  a  man 
whose  standing  made  him  difficult  to  contend  against, 
but  Mr.  Millburn  was  the  choice  of  the  people,  be¬ 
ing  a  Union  man,  and  his  opponent  a  Pro-slavery 
man  in  principle.  Previous  to  this  Mr.  M.  had 
served  as  Township  Trustee  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  great  Prohibition  movement  in  Iowa, 
Mr.  51.  became  deeply  interested  in  the  question  at 
issue,  and  earnestly  gave  his  support  to  the  anti- 
liquoi  movement.  He  takes  a  pardonable  pride  in 
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the  reflection  that  his  name  stands  on  record  as  the 
supporter  of  pure  temperance  principles  and  against 
any  compromise  whatever  with  the  soul-destroyor. 
In  consideration  of  his  invaluable  services  in  this 
direction,  on  the  22d  of  October,  188(i,  he  received 
the  nomination  for  Congress  by"  the  Prohibition 
Convention  of  the  Fifth  Congressional  District. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Millburu  were  earnest  and 
sincere  adherents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  although  their  son  has  by  no  means 
forgotten  their  worthy  example  and  Christian  life, 
he  has  not  identified  himself  particularly  with  any 
religious  denomination.  His  record  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen  has  been  a  clean  one.  He  has  sought  to  do 
as  he  would  be  done  by,  and  his  honesty,  upright¬ 
ness  and  integrity"  of  purpose  have  been  clearly  in¬ 
dicated  in  the  position  he  now  occupies  among  his 
fellow-citizens.  This  speaks  better  for  him  than  a 
printed  volume  of  empty  words. 

Our  subject  is  warmly  attached  to  his  family, 
and  refers  with  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  eight  grandchildren.  The  family"  resi¬ 
dence  is  finely  located,  and  within  and  without  is 
indicative  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means. 
The  entire  homestead  forms  one  of  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive  spots  in  Linn  County,  and  is  observed  with 
interest  by  the  traveler  through  this  section. 


SIDNEY  II.  MARSHALL,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Ingram  &  Marshall,  general  mer¬ 
chants  at  Viola,  is  a  descendant  of  an  early. 
New  England  family.  His  parents  were 
Eli  and  Elizabeth  (Grenell)  Marshall,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  of  which  State  the  Marshall  family 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers. 

After  their  marriage,  Eli  and  Elizabeth  Marshall 
located  at  Colebrook,  Conn.,  whence  they  removed 
to  Wayne  County,  Pa.  They"  came  from  the  latter 
State  to  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  in  1815,  and  in 
July  of  the  same  year  the  father  died  there.  The 
mother  then  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  she 
died.  They  had  eight  children — Lovisa,  Carmi, 
Elizabeth,  Maldon,  Mary,  Orange,  Sarah,  and  Sid¬ 
ney  H.  of  our  sketch.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Colebrook,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  8,  1820.  What 
education  he  possesses  was  received  in  the  district 
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schools,  and  he  continued  a  resident  of  the  parental 
household  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  con¬ 
tributing  in  the  meantime  to  the  support  of  the 
family. 

Iu  1844  Mr.  Marshall  came  to  Van  Buren  County 
this  State.  During  that  winter  he  performed  the 
duties  of  a  pedagogue,  and  the  following  spring 
rented  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  one  y-ear. 
In  184G  he  went  back  to  Connecticut,  and,  having 
previously  acquired  a  somewhat  limited  knowledge 
of  iron  molding,  worked  at  the  same  for  some 
eight  years,  seven  of  which  he  was  an  employe  of 
Barnum,  Richardson  <fe  Co.,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  being  the  well-known  W.  II.  Barnum.  He 
also  taught  school  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  for  seven 
terms. 

In  1854  Mr.  Marshall  again  came  to  this  State, 
and  took  up  his  residence  on  120  acres  of  land  in 
Brown  Township,  which  he  had  previously  pur¬ 
chased,  and  which  was  located  on  section  13.  He 
lived  on  this  farm  for  fourteen  years,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  it,  and  in  company  with  J.  L.  Ingram  en¬ 
gaged  in  buying  grain  and  stock  at  Viola.  This 
partnership  existed  for  some  time,  and  the  business 
was  subsequently  merged  into  that  of  general  mer¬ 
cantile  transactions,  which  they  are  at  present  con¬ 
ducting  at  Viola  and  in  which  they  are  meeting 
with  excellent  success. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  first  married  in  Wayne  County", 
Pa.,  May  20,  1841,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Johnson. 
Miss  Johuson  was  born  at  Ilarwinton,  Litchfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  September,  1817,  and  bore  our  sub¬ 
ject  one  child,  Helen  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
A.  J.  Hazelrigg,  and  they"  are  living  in  Buchanan 
County-,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Marshall  died  in  Van  Buren 
County,  Iowa,  in  November,  1845,  and  our  subject 
formed  a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Miss 
Lucinda  S.  Cole,  daughter  of  Irad  and  Abigail 
(Field)  Cole,  natives  of  Connecticut.  Miss  Cole 
was  born  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  May  17,  1825,  and 
was  the  eldest  of  her  parents’  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr.  Marshall,  in  his  social  life,  belongs  to  Viola 
Lodge  No.  1G7,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  M.  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He 
was  appointed  Postmaster  in  18G1,  under  President 
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Lincoln’s  administration,  receiving  his  commission 
from  Montgomery  Blair,  and  continuing  to  hold 
the  office  until  Nov.  24.  1885,  when  he  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  F.  M.  Shanklin.  lie  has  been  Township 
Trustee  for  several  years,  also  Assessor,  Road 
Overseer  and  School  Director,  and  is  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens,  not  only  of  the  village,  but  of 
Linn  County. 


I 


ICIIARD  WINK  is  one  of  an 
class  of  well-to-do  farmers  who  are  retiring 
from  active  labor.  They  have  spent  the 
better  part  of  their  lives  at  hard,  unceasing 
labor,  and  now  during  their  declining  years,  have 
wisely  determined  to  live  at  ease  and  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  fruits  of  their  former  earnest  efforts. 

:  For  a  number  of  years  our  subject  wasa prominent 

U  farmer  of  Brown  and  Linn  Townships,  but  in  De¬ 
cember,  1884,  moved  into  Springville,  where  he 
erected  a  comfortable  dwelling  for  himself  and 
where,  surrounded  by  such  material  blessings  as 
should  make  man  content  with  life,  he  is  residing. 

The  parents  of  Richard  Wink,  Amos  and  Mary 
(Pruex)  Wink,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  respectively,  the  former  being  a  native  of 
Bedford  County.  After  their  marriage  they  first 
settled  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  moved  from 
there  to  Richland  County,  same  State.  Here,  in 
the  year  1830,  the  demise  of  the  father  and  husband 
occurred.  Ilis  widow  survives  at  an  advanced  age 
and  is  living  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely,  Rebecca, 
Richard  and  Rachel.  Richard,  our  subject,  was 
born  Aug.  27,  1826,  and  resided  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  was  mar¬ 
ried,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Morrow  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  carpenter¬ 
ing.  This  was  his  home  until  I860,  when  he  came 
to  Linn  County  and  located  in  Brown  Township, 
purchasing  a  quarter  section  of  land  located  on 
section  35,  Brown  Township,  and  section  1,  Linn 
Township.  He  located  on  the  former,  where  he 
lived  until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  moved  to 
section  23,  Brown  Township,  which  was  his  home 
until  his  retirement. 
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Mr.  Wink  was  married  in  Morrow  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  26,  1846,  to  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Fannie  (Hoover)  Headrick,  natives  of  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Wink,  however,  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  Oct,  23,  1830.  She  has  become  the  mother 
of  ten  children,  to  whom  were  given  the  following 
names :  Mary  A.,  Cynthia  J.,  Charles  A.,  Arminda  E., 
William  A.,  Rachel  R.,  George  E.,  Frank  M.,  Lewis 
A.  and  Fred  A.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Herriott, 
a  farmer  of  Brown  Township;  Cynthia  married  J.  C. 
Bishop,  and  they  reside  at  Anamosa;  Charles  died 
in  Jones  County,  Iowa;  he  had  married  Elizabeth 
Gage;  Arminda  is  the  wife  of  A.  McCall,  of  Jones 
County;  William  married  Mary  Rye,  and  they  live 
in  Brown  Township;  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Lemuel 
Gage,  of  Jones  County,  while  George  resides  in 
Kansas;  Frank  and  Fred  live  in  Brown  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wink  are  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  political  affiliation 
Mr.  W.  is  a  Republican. 


/AMES  M.  SEARLES,  of  the  firm  of  Searles 
&  Baxter,  marble  and  granite  dealers,  76 
South  First  street,  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native 
of  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  was  born 
>,  1844.  lie  is  the  offspring  of  Rev.  Isaac 


and  Phoebe  (Hamilton)  Searles,  natives  of  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father  was  born 
in  1814  and  moved  to  Ohio  in  1834.  He  was  a 
gentleman  well  educated  and  followed  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  the  ministry,  first  in  Ohio.  Coming  to  this 
State  in  1842,  he  settled  in  Johnson  County,  but 
his  home  seemed  to  be  in  the  “  saddle  ”  as  he  was 
a  circuit  preacher  and  traveled  through  Johnson 
and  Linn  Counties.  He  preached  the  first  sermon 
ever  delivered  in  Cedar  Rapids,  at  the  landing  of 
a  steamboat.  He  was  a  man  of  large  physical 
stature,  being  over  six  feet  in  stature  and  weighing 
over  200  pounds.  He  was  always  ready  for  any 
emergency  and  had  the  happy  faculty  of  making 
and  retaining  friends.  While  on  the  circuit,  riding 
through  Johnson  County,  he  one  night  lost  his  way 
and  expected  to  be  compelled  to  lie  out  on  the 
prairie  all  night.  While  studying  over  the  situa- 
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reaching  it  was  warmly  received  by  Maj.  McCallis- 
ter.  This  episode  made  the  two  gentlemen  warm 
friends,  and  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born,  he  was  named  in  honor  of  Maj.  McCallister. 

In  1845  Rev.  Searles  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  for 
a  time  stopped  at  a  place  called  New  Diggings, 
thence  to  Piatteville,  and  from  there  to  Madison, 
where  he  was  Presiding  Elder  four  years.  He  died 
“  in  the  harness  ”  at  Brandon,  Wis.,  in  1870.  his 
good  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  home  be¬ 
yond  in  1846.  They  had  a  family  of  three  sons, 
two  of  whom  are  living — William  H.,  a  resident  of 
Oshkosh,  Wis.,  and  an  eye  and  ear  specialist,  and 
the  subject  of  this  notice. 

James  M.  Searles  remained. in  the  parental  house¬ 
hold  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  attending  the 
common  schools.  He  then  engaged  to  learn  the 
marble  business,  at  Fox  Lake,  Wis. ;  after  serving 
an  apprenticeship  he  went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  where 
he  worked  in  a  shop  until  1861.  Going  from  there 
to  Oshkosh  he  labored  at  the  same  business  until 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  joining 
Co.  C,  21st  Wis.  Yol.  Inf.  and  served  as  a  private 
for  eighteen  months.  He  was  then  commissioned 
Socond  Lieutenant  Co.  A,  of  the  38th  Wisconsin,  and 
afterward  received  a  commission  as  First  Lieutenant 
and  was  then  promoted  Captain.  He  served  as 
Quartermaster  for  six  months  prior  to  receiving 
his  commission  as  First  Lieutenant,  and  was  in  the 
service,  altogether,  three  years.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Perry  ville.  Stone  River,  Chickamauga, 
Petersburg  and  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee,  and 
passed  through  the  conflict  without  receiving  a 
wound. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  in  August,  1865,  our 
subject  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  and,  after  eighteen  months,  dis- 
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posed  of  the  same  and  opened  a  marble-yard.  This 
latter  business  Mr.  Searles  continued  until  1872, 
when  he  admitted  Mr.  Baxter  as  a  partner,  and  the 
present  firm  of  Searles  &  Baxter  was  formed.  They 
are  the  oldest  house  in  Central  Iowa,  the  original 
works  having  been  established  in  1857.  They  keep 
several  traveling  salesmen  constantly  on  the  road, 
and  are  doing  a  good  paying  business. 

Mr.  Searles  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie  E. 
Rhodes,  a  native  of  Naperville,  Ill.,  in  1865.  She 


is  a  daughter  of  Lodowick  and  Lucinda  (Piper) 
Rhodes,  and  has  borne  our  subject  three  children — - 
Maude,  May  and  Charles.  Maude  married  Charles 
Groesjean,  and  they  are  living  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
In  politics  Mr.  Searles  is  a  Republican.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Religiously  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Alderman  of 
the  Fourth  Ward  two  terms,  and  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  business  men  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Cedar  Rapids. 
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ST.  BERRY,  Vice  President  of  the  Farmer’s 
Insurance  Company,  and  a  resident  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass., 
June  22,  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  Stephen 
and  Eveline  (Thomas)  Berry,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut  respectively.  Stephen 
Berry  was  an  overseer  in  a  woolen-mill  at  Ded¬ 
ham,  Mass.,  for  twenty  years.  Removing  to  New 
Hampshire  in  1844  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 


0'; 


with  that  of  saw-milling,  and  was 
thus  occupied  until  1857.  He  then  sold  his  inter¬ 
est,  both  real  and  personal,  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
came  to  this  county.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming, 
and  followed  that  vocation  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  he  retired  from  active  labor. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  only  son  of  his 
parents,  and  until  eighteen  years  old  he  attended 
the  common  schools  and  assisted  his  father.  He 
then  accepted  a  position  under  his  father  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  in  1857  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  to  this  State  and  county.  Our  subject  pur¬ 
chased  140  acres  of  prairie  land  here,  and  erected 
a  residence  on  the  same  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,800. 
Moving  into  the  residence,  he  entered  actively 
upon  the  improvement  of  his  property,  and  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  the  greater 
portion  of  ten  years.  A  part  of  the  time  he  was 
working  in  the  interests  of  the  Mutual  Insurance 
Company.  He  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Linn 
County  and  held  that  office  for  six  years.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Farmer’s  In¬ 
surance  Company,  and  still  continues  to  hold  that 
position,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
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for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  always  taken  an 
actiye  interest  in  educational  affairs. 

Mr.  Iierry  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Eveline 
Kerry,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  daughter  of 
John  Kerry,  and  of  their  union  five  children  have 
been  born:  Ella  M.;  I Iallis S.,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
John  1).,  a  clerk  in  the  Farmer’s  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  and  graduate  of  Marion  High  School  and 
Cedar  Rapids  Commercial  College;  Charles  S.,  and 
Stephen  who  died  when  an  infant.  Together  with 
l)r.  Smith  and  others,  Mr.  Kerry  is  interested  in 
the  coal-mine  at  Angus,  this  State.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  religiously  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
belonging  to  a  denomination  at  Marion. 


R.  E.  L.  MANSFIELD,  retired  from  act¬ 
ive  medical  practice,  and  passing  the  sun¬ 
set  of  life  in  peace  and  quiet  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  was  born  in  Athens,  Ohio,  Jan.  20, 
lie  is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Margaret  (Dur- 
Mansfield,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  respectively,  and  who  moved  to  Ohio  in 
an  early  day  after  their  marriage.  There  the  father 
was  a  farmer  on  160  acres  of  land.  lie  became 
the  head  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  j-et  living.  They  are:  Susanna,  who 
married  John  McGill,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Dr.  E.  L., 
our  subject;  Amy,  Mrs.  Stanley,  a  resident  of  Kan¬ 
sas;  Caroline,  Mrs.  Fiddler,  of  this  State,  and  Lo- 
rine  E.,  living  in  Ohio.  The  father  died  Aug.  7, 
18G0,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and  his  wife  surviving 
him  until  Aug.  28,  18G3,  died  aged  eighty-five 
years. 

Martin  Mansfield  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
twenty-one  years  and,  with  his  wife,  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  father, 
Samuel  Mansfield,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  M  ar,  and  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine  re¬ 
ceived  a  gunshot  wound  through  the  upper  portion 
of  his  hip,  which  never  healed  and  from  which  he 
eventually  died.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
whence  he  went  to  England,  joined  the  British  army, 
and  came  to  this  country  as  a  British  soldier.  His 
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sympathies  were  with  the  colonists,  and  on  arrival 
in  this  country,  lie  deserted  from  the  British  army, 
joined  the  colonial  forces,  and  did  valiant  service 
on  the  field  of  battle  for  the  country  he  loved.  He  E 
died  Nov.  1 G,  1819.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Mc-jj 
Clintock)  Mansfield,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
after  her  marriage  settled  with  her  husband  ii.  Ohio, :: 
where  lie  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  she  died,  ^ 
Dec.  22,  1848,  aged  ninety-nine  years.  They  had  1 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  §  [ 
mature  years. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Mansfield,  prior  to  attaining  the  age  of 
manhood,  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  and  attended 
the  common  schools,  receiving  therein  a  good  En¬ 
glish  education.  He  then  attended  the  academy  at 
Guysville,  Athens  Co.,  Ohio,  went  thence  to  the 
University  of  Ohio,  at  Athens,  where  he  was  a  class¬ 
mate  of  S.  S.  Cox  and  Johnson  of  the  National 
Surgical  Institute.  He  then  journeyed  south  to 
Mississippi  and  Kentucky,  and  after  serving  as 
a  : pedagogue  there,  returned  to  Ohio  and  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Blackstone  fox’  two  years.  lie 
also  engaged  in  practice,  and  in  the  meantime  at¬ 
tended  the  Western  Reserve  College  at  Cleveland, 
where  he  took  lectures.  In  1847  he  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  when  there  was  not  a  plastered  house  or  a 
lot  fenced,  stuck  out  his  shingle,  and  continued  to 
keep  it  out  for  thirty-five  years,  or  until  1882,  be¬ 
ing  the  first  regular  physician  located  in  the  place. 

In  1849  Dr.  Mansfield  formed  a  partnership  with 
Dr.  W.  Carpenter,  which  lasted  until  the  following 
year,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  our  subject  went 
to  California.  He  remained  there  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  during  which  time  he  handled  the  pick 
and  shovel  and  also  practiced  medicine.  After  re¬ 
turning  to  Cedar  Rapids  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Dr.  Milligan,  in  1854,  which  lasted  for  two 
years.  In  18G3  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Smith,  which  was  dissolved  in  1867,  and  three  years 
later  a  partnership  was  formed  with  Dr.  George  lb 
Carpenter,  which-  was  dissolved  in  1876,  and  until 
his  retirement  from  practice  he  practiced  alone.  He 
has,  at  different  times,  purchased  15,000  or  20.000 
acres  of  Iowa  land,  and  at  this  writing  is  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  500  acres.  lie  is  also  the  owner  of  the 
Mansfield  Block,  built  in  1876,  and  in  1882  located 
on  the  corner  of  Second  street  and  Second  avenue, 
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and  also  owns  a  goodly  number  of  business  and 
tenement  houses.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  City  [National  Bank/  and  a  stockholder  in  it 
until  1882,  and  is  likewise  a  stockholder  in  the 
woolen-mills  and  in  the  plow  and  water- works.  His 
residence  is  at  No.  321  West  Second  avenue. 

Dr.  Mansfield  was  married,  April  6,  1852,  to 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Warren,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Silvia  married  C.  J.  Deacon,  an  attorney 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  they  have  four  children — 
Lucy,  Laura,  William  and  Mary;  Lura  became  the 
wife  of  F.  C.  Olmsted,  and  they  are  also  residing 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  have  two  children — Sophia 
and  Lewis;  Lewis  W.  is  single,  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  at  Fremont,  Neb.  Mrs.  Mans¬ 
field,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  depai’tecl  this  life 
Aug.  36,  1868,  and  Dr.  Mansfield  was  a  second  time 
married,  July  26,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Warriner. 
a  native  of  Watertown,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Mansfield  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  Farmer’s  Insurance  Company  as  President,  and 
also  President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  He  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and  the 
School  Board  at  different  times,  and  has  done  much 
toward  the  upbuilding  and  growth  of  the  city  in 
which  he  has  made  his  home  for  so  many  years. 
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S.  COOK.  Among  the  self-made  men  of 
Linn  County,  and  thorough,  active,  go- 
ahead  business  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  the 
name  of  J.  S.  Cook  deserves  honorable  men- 
He  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods 
business  at  Nos.  104,  106  and  108,  and  also  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  at  Nos.  92  and  94  First 
avenue,  Cedar  Rapids.  By  constant  attention  to 
business,  and  possessing,  as  he  does,  exceptional 
good  judgment,  together  with  his  straightforward 
dealing  with  his  patrons,  Mr.  Cook  has  established 
a  large  wholesale  trade  throughout  the  country. 

J.  S.  Cook  was  born  in  Argyle,  Washington  Co., 
N.  Y.,  April  9,  1828,  and  is  an  offspring  of  Dr. 


Robert  and  Elizabeth  (.Sutherland)  Cook.  Our 
subject’s  mother  was  born;  in  Canada  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Sutherland  of  the  British  Army, 
and  a  native  of  Scotland.  Dr.  Robert  Cook  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  an  active  medical  practi- 
tionei/and  a  successful  one  until,  through  a  nearly  ri 
total; loss  of  . eyesight,  he  was  compelled  to  give  up 
his  practice  at  the  age  of  about  fifty  years.  He  and 
his  good  wife  died  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  They  had  a 
family  of  ten  children  who  grew  to  maturity.  The 
eldest,  Janet,  married  Morgan  Bates,  at  one  time 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Michigan;  the  second, 
Mary  Ann,  married  William  Havsha,  who  was  at 
one  time  a  prominent  printer  and  publisher  of 
Detroit,  Mich. ;  Isabel  also  married  a  printer  named 
Mr.  Burns;  Margaret  married  Augustus  F.  Allen ? 
who  was  a  verjr  wealthy  real-estate  owner  and  a 
politician  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ;  Edward  grew  to 
manhood  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years; 
Elizabeth  married  Prof.  W.  A.  Bradshaw,  and  lives 
in  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ;  Charlotte  was  united  in  mar 
riage  with  James  M.  Brown,  who  was  Colonel  of 
the  112th  New  York  Volunteers,  and  was  killed 
during  the  late  Civil  War;  his  widow  resides  in 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  was  next  in  order 
of  birth;  AlexaJ.  married  John  Graham,  a  whole¬ 
sale  paper  merchant  of  New  York  City,  and  they 
live  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Thomas  Z.,  was  very  pop¬ 
ular,  and  was  the  youngest  man  who  ever  served  as 
Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids,  being  elected  to  that  office 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  when  seven  years  of 
age,  accompanied  his  parents  In  their  removal  from 
his  native  town  to  New  York  Citjr.  It  was  in  that 
metropolis  that  his  early  education  was  received, 
and  when  fourteen  years  old  he  first  embarked  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  engaging  as  merchant’s  clerk, 
and  holding  his  position  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  We  then  hear  of  him  at  Jamestown, 
N.  Y.,  attending  the  Academy  there,  after  which  he 
was  clerk  in  the  post-office  for  a  time.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods,  and  was  thus  occupied  from  1848  until  1857. 
During  the  latter  year  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
New  York  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  _  The  latter 
was  a  small  place  at  that  time,  but  Mr.  Cook’s  faith 
in  the  future  development  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
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try  induced  him  to  remain,  and  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  trade.  lie  began  business  on  Iowa 
avenue,  now  First  avenue,  and  since  that  time  has 
continued  mercantile  business  in  this  city.  lie  es¬ 
tablished  what  is  now  the  oldest  exclusive  jobbing 
house  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  undoubtedly  done 
more  in  the  building  up  of  the  wholesale  business 
here  than  any  other  individual  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
In  1862  he  erected  a  building  on  Commercial 
street,  now  First  street,  and  removed  his  business 
there.  In  1871  Mr.  1\  C.  Frick  became  associated 
with  him,  and  under  the  style  of  J.  S.  Cook  &  Frick, 
this  firm  has  continued  to  the  present  time  and  is 
extensively  known  throughout  Iowa  and  the 
Northwest. 

In  1876,  owing  to  largely  increased  business,  Mr. 
Cook  erected  the  present  building  occupied  by  the 
firm.  In  1871)  he  started  a  wholesale  dry -goods 
and  notion  house  at  No.  44  First  avenue,  and  in 
1881  J.  W.  Angsbury  became  a  partner  in  the  bus¬ 
iness.  The  style  of  the  firm  is  Cook  <fe  Angsbury, 
and  it  has  established  a  very  extensive  trade  in  the 
Northwest.  In  1882  Mr.  Cook  erected  the  build¬ 
ing  now  occupied  by  this  firm.  It  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  stores  for  jobbing  purposes  in  the 
State.  II is  residence,  a  large,  plain  one,  is  situated 
between  the  two  jobbing  houses.  Mr.  Cook,  in 
addition  to  his  mercantile  interests,  is  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent  interested  in  real  estate.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Merchant’s  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  and  in  other  corporations.  He  mater¬ 
ially  aided  in  the  building  of  the  first  railroad  that 
came  into  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  assisted  in  many 
improvements  which  have  aided  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  city.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  never  having- 
received  a  legacy,  and  is  one  of  the  'foremost  citi¬ 
zens,  not  only  of  his  city  but  of  the  entire  county. 

Mr.  Cook  in  early  manhood  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  with  Miss  Yallissa  L.  Burnell,  a  native  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Hon.  Madison 
Burnell,  who  wras  a  very  prominent  lawyer  of 
Western  New  York.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook,  and  named :  Isabel  A.,  Ella 
J.,  Margaret  B.,  Sarah  E.  and  Robert  S. 

Politically  the  subject  of  our  sketch  votes  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  tenets 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

As  one  of  the  county’s  representative  men  we  £ 
place  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Cook  in  this  volume. 
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sJ  NOCII  R.  SHERWOOD,  deceased.  This  S!$J 
gentleman,  formerly  a  highly  respected  citi- 
zen  of  Brown  Township,  was  the  son  of 
Benjamin  and  Sarah  Sherwood,  who  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina,  where  they  were  married  and  set¬ 
tled,  remaining  there  for  a  time,  and  afterward  re¬ 
moving  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  where  the  3 
mother  departed  this  life.  Subsequently  the  father  3 
came  West  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Marion  County,  3 
where  his  life  terminated. 

Enoch  R.  Sherwood  was  one  of  the  younger  mem¬ 
bers  of-  a  large  family  of  children.  He  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and  lived  there  until 
1853.  He  then  removed  to  Linn' County,  Iowa, 
settling  in  Brown  Township,  where  he  purchased 
140  acres  of  land,  improved  and  cultivated  it  and 
established  a  comfortable  home.  At  the  time  of  the 
Pike’s  Peak  fever,  he  rented  his  farm,  joined  with 
parties  who  were  going  there  from  his  vicinity,  jour¬ 
neyed  to  the  Peak  and  there  engaged  in  mining.  He 
left  his  home  in  April,  1860,  which  was  the  last  time  j|j 
his  family  ever  saw  him.  The  following  June  he 
was  struck  by  lightning  and  killed.  In  company 
with  others,  he  had  stopped  at  a  ranch  during  a 
severe  thunder-storm  and  was  outside,  holding  his  3  { 
frightened  horses,  which  were  also  killed  at  the 
same  time  that  he  was.  His  remains  were  buried 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Peak. 

Enoch  R.  Sherwood  was  married  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  Jan  16, 1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Shank- 
lin.  She  was  the  sister  of  F.  M.  Shanklin,  a  sketch 
of  whom  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  vol¬ 
ume.  Mrs.  Sherwood  was  married  in  the  county 
of  her  birth,  the  latter  occurring  Feb.  9,  1828.  She 
lived  there  until  her  marriage,  and  then  came  to 
Linn  County  with  her  husband  in  1853.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject  she  became  the  mother  of 
five  children.  The  record  is  as  follows :  Martha  E. 
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is  the  wife  of  Nathan  Herford,  and  resides  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Joseph  R.  married  Miss  Clara  Bailey,  and 
their  home  is  in  Viola ;  William  H.  died  in  Brown 
Township  when  a  promising  youth  of  sixteen  years 
old ;  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  Washington  Randall, 
and  resides  in  Harrison  County,  Iowa;  Mary  C.  is 
unmarried,  and  resides  with  her  parents  in  Brown 
Township. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  is  the  owner,  in  her  own  right,  of 
140  acres  of  land  in  Brown  Township.  She  is  a 
member  in ^good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  a 
worthy  and  estimable  lady,  and  highly7  esteemed  in 
her  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Sher¬ 
wood  inclined  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  although  not  prominently 
identified  with  any  political  organization,  might 
have  been  properly  termed  an  Independent.  He 
was  liberal  in  his  ideas,  and  sought  to  cull  from  all 
grades  of  society  those  things  which  were  best, 
dealing  leniently  with  the  faults  and  the  frailties  of 
mankind.  He  possessed  great  force  of  character, 
high  moral  principles,  and  was  a  kind  husband,  an 
affectionate  father,  and  a  faithful  friend.  He  is 
sadly  missed  in  the  places  that  know  him  no  more. 
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UILLIAM  FREEMAN,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Monroe  Township,  came  to  Iowa  with 
WVJ  his  mother  in  1838,  locating  near  Burling¬ 
ton.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1841,  and  settled 
in  Monroe  Township  where  he  now  resides,  on 
section  25.  Mr.  Freeman’s  father,  William  Free¬ 
man,  died  June  7,  1827,  while  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  yet  unborn.  William,  Jr.,  was  born 
Sept.  21  of  the  same  year,  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.  His  father  was  born  at  sea,  while  his  parents 
were  en  route  to  America,  Oct.  23,  1788.  His  par¬ 
ents,  who  were  of  English  birth,  first  settled  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa.,  and  there  William  received  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  his  education.  After  passing  through  the 
primary  schools,  he  attended  a  college  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  the  name  of  which  is  not  remembered,  where 
he  graduated.  He  taught  school  for  some  years, 
and  also  held  various  offices  in  the  county  where  he 
lived.  He  was  Sheriff  for  some  time,  and  also  prac¬ 
ticed  law.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Casebeer,  a  na¬ 


mm 


tive  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  born  July  29,  1779, 
of  German  parentage.  After  Mr.  Freeman  died 
she  removed  to  this  county,  where  she  remained  a 
widow  until  her  death,  which  occurred  Ma}'  4,  1850. 

She  left  six  children,  namely :  Eliza,  Catharine,  tafoPFig 
Maria,  Martha,  Samuel  and  William.  The  elder 
Freeman  possessed  a  good  deal  of  property,  and 
was  a  large  contractor  in  the  first  canal  made  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  and  died  about  the  time  it 
was  completed,  or  before  he  had  settled  up  and 
got  his  money.  His  brother  Masons,  as  is  related, 
came  to  the  widow  and  told  her  they  were  sworn 
to  keep  the  widow  of  one  of  their  brother  Masons, 
and  that  they  would  see  to,  and  help  settle'  up  the 
business  without  charge.  That  if  she  put  it  in  the 
lawyer’s  hands  it  would  cost  so  much.  They  per¬ 
suaded  her  to  give  them  all  his  papers,  and  they 
collected  all  the  money  and  kept  it,  cheating  her 
out  of  eveiy  cent,  turned  her.  out  with  six  children 
without  a  dollar,  except  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio.  That  she  sold  and  came  to 
Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  youngest  •child  in 
the  order  of  birth  in  his  father’s  family,  was. born 
Sept.  21,  1827.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  J.  Plant 
Aug.  14,  1851,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  June  12, 

1834.  Her  mother  was  born  and  reared  in  Ten-  — 
nessee,  and  emigrated  to  Indiana  with  her  parents 
where  she  married  Mr.  Plant.  Of  the  latter  but 
little  is  known,  except  that  he  died  in  early  life 
when  his  children  were  all  young.  Mrs.  Plant  died 
in  1857,  in  Butler  County,  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  five  children  living 
and  one  deceased.  Their  names  are  as  follows: 
Barbara  E.,born  Oct.  4,  1852,  married  William  A. 
Hepker;  Maria  L.,  born  May  14,  1855,  married 
John  Mentzer;  Anne  Eliza,  born  April  29,  1857, 
died  Dec.  14, 18G8;  Eldore  E.,  born  April27,  1862, 
married  Willard  W.  Millburn,  and  has  two  children 
— Laura  0.  and  Ernest;  Sheridan  P.  and  Sherman 
T.,  twins,  born  April  18,  1865. 

Mr.  Freeman  is  the  owner  of  125  acres  of  land 
and  is  engaged  in  mixed  husbandry.  His  farm  is 
well  cultivated,  and  his  present  home  bears  the  im¬ 
press  of  the  industrious  hand  of  its  owner.  He  and 
his  good  wife  possess  the  esteem,  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  His  standing 
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in  the  community  as  a  man  of  responsibility  and 
honor,  is  unquestioned.  In  politics  Mr.  Freeman 
is  a  Republican,  and  always  votes  a  straight  ticket, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Free  Methodist 
church. 
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^1? 01  IN  WESLEY  LA  GRANGE,  M.  D„  an 
eminent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Marion,  is 
a  native  of  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
born  near  Hopewell  Church,  April  29,  1849. 
He  is  the  son  of  Abram  H.  and  Leah  A.  (Voris) 
La  Grange.  The  family  on  the  paternal  side  is  of 
French  origin,  and  on  the  mother’s  Holland  Dutch. 
(See  sketch  of  Dr.  Robert  La  Grange  elsewhere  in 
this  work.) 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1866. 
They  located  in  Vinton,  Benton  County,  and  their 
son  received  his  literary  education  at  Hanover  Col¬ 
lege,  in  Indiana,  where  he  spent  three  years,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  senior  class  when  he  with¬ 
drew  to  engage  in  the  study  of  medicine.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Meredith,  of  Vinton, 
and  after  making  suitable  progress,  entered  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  after  two  terms 
spent  there,  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1877.  He 
at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Vinton,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  and  then  ‘ 
removed  to  Marion,  and  has  practiced  here  con¬ 
tinuously  since  that  time. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  La  Grange  occurred  in  his 
native  county  in  Indiana,  Sept.  14,  1876,  the  lady 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Caroline  A  .  Alexander, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Jane  Alexander.  Mrs." 
La  Grange  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  and 
received  her  literary  education  at  Western  Female 
Seminary,  at  Oxford,  Ohio.  By  her  union  with  our 
subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  one  child,  a 
son,  Wesley  Alexander,  born  in  Marion,  Oct.  14 
1884. 

Dr.  La  Grange  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his 
political  sentiments,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
pension  examiners  for  the  5th  Congressional  Dis- 
tiict  of  Iowa,  from  1880  to  1885,  wrhen  he  was  re¬ 
moved  for  “  offensive  partisanship.”  He  is  one  of 


the  members  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  Insane  of  Linn  County,  and  also  a  member  of  j]  fjj 
the  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Union  Medical 
Society  of  Jowra.  lie  has  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  ranks  among  the  leading  physicians  of 
Linn  County. 

In  his  youth  the  doctor  united  with  the  old  Hope-  =  | 
well  Church  of  his  native  town,  but  now  he  is,  with 
his  wife,  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Pres- 
b_>  terian  Church  of  Marion.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  with  De 
Molay  Lodge  No.  383,  Marion  Chapter  No.  10,  R. 

A.  M.,  and  Patinos  Commandery  No.  27,  K.  T. ;  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Consistory  of  A.  S.  R.  M. 
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N.  ISHAM.  Prominent  among  the  business 
men  of  Cedar  Rapids  who  have  contributed 
largely  toward  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
that  city,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  dealer  in 
real  estate.  He  first  saw  light  in  Connecticut,  March 
31,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Austin  and  Louisa  (Bar¬ 
rett)  Isham,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  New  York 
respectively. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  remained 
at  home  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  receiving  the 
advantages  afforded  by  the  common  schools,  when 
he  went  to  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  obtained  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  clerk  for  the  firm  of  S.  N.  Foote  &  Co.,  and 
remained  there  for  six  years.  In  1852  he  went  to 
Chicago  with  S.  N.  Foote  and  engaged  with  T.  B. 
Carter  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  house  as  an  em¬ 
ploye.  After  three  years  he  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm,  and  was  connected  with  the  establishment 
as  clerk  and  partner  until  the  autumn  of  1859,  when 
he  sold  out  his  interest  and  came  to  Cedar  Rapids. 
On  arriving  here  he  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  busi¬ 
ness  on  First  street,  which  he  continued  for  twelve 
years.  He  then  removed  his  business  to  the  corner 
of  Second  street  and  First  avenue,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1876,  at  which  time  he  sold  out  his 
dry-goods  business  and  engaged  exclusively  in  the 
clothing  trade.  In  this  line  he  continued  until  Jan¬ 
uary,  1886,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  H.  W. 
Fagley.  Since  then  our  subject  has  been  ensured 
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in  the  real -estate  business,  extending  his  transac¬ 
tions  into  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Dakota.  He  has 
also  become  largely  interested  in  city  property,  I  or 
five  years  he  was  owner  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  W  oolen- 
Mills,  and  at  its  organiztaion  was  a  stock-holder  and 
Director  of  the  City  National  Bank.  He  laid  out 
West  Kenwood  Park  in  1883,  which  consists  of 
eighty-one  acres,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1885  laid 
out  East  Kenwood  Park,  including  thirty-five  acres. 
He  erected  many  dwellings  for  purchasers,  and  in 
numerous  ways  displayed  great  enterprise  and  rare 
business  ability.  He  was  formerly  interested  in  the 
Water- Works,  and  in  all  public  matters  has  ever 
taken  a  deep  interest. 

Mr.  Isham  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Berkley, 
a  native  of  Virginia.  Their  only  daughter,  Louisa 
C.,  was  attending  the  Seminary  at  Fairibault,  Minn., 
where  she  was  taken  sick  and,  in  February,  1882, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  her  spirit  was  borne  to 
the  God  who  gave  it.  Her  mother  had  preceded 
her  to  the  shores  of  Eternity,  dying  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  in  1868.  She  was  a  highly  esteemed  Christian 
lady  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Episcopal  C  hurch, 
of  which  she  was  a  member  and  to  which  Mr.  Isham 
also  belongs.  Politically  our  subject  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  is  connected  with  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid  men  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

OSES  P.  WINANS,  deceased,  was  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  Brown  Township,  and  until  his  de¬ 
mise  was  prominently  identified  with  its 
growth  and  development.  His  parents 
were  Lewis  apd  Lydia  (Winans)  Winans,  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  They  were  married  in  that  State, 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Hamilton  County,  whence  they  removed  to  Miami 
County,  and  there  lived  until  their  decease. 

Moses  P.  remained  at  home  until  he  was  nearly 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Miami  County,  which  he  purchased.  Selling 
that  farm  he  removed  to  Shelby  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  entered  Government  land  and  resided 
until  1853,  when  he  came  to  this  State,  settling  in 
Brown  Township.  He  purchased  360  acres  of  land 
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and  began  its  improvement.  Moses  P.  continued 
to  live  in  Brown  Township  until  his  death,  Aug. 
25,  1871.  He,  together  with  Ilosea  White  and 
Joseph  S.  Butler,  laid  out  the  town  of  Springville. 
He  succeeded  Col.  Butler  as  Postmaster  at  Spring¬ 
ville.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and,  early  in  the  history 
of  the  county,  his  house,  for  a  long  time,  was  used 
as  a  meeting-place  for  that  denomination. 

During  the  late  Civil  War,  our  subject  was  a 
strong  Union  man,  and  sent  five  of  his  sons  to  bat¬ 
tle  for  its  perpetuity.  In  politics  he  was  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  in  the  social  walks  of  life  was  respected 
for  his  true  manhood  and  his  upright  character  and 
integrity. 

The  marriage  of  Moses  P.  Winans  with  Susan 
Simmons  took  place  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Sept. 
11,  1828.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
(Milhouse)  Simmons,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  respectively.  Her  parents  were  married 
and  settled  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  they  re¬ 
sided  for  a  time,  and  where  her  father  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  killed  in  the 
Chicago  Massacre,  Aug.  15,  1812.  His  wife  after¬ 
ward  married  John  Redenbaugh,  who  died  in  Mi¬ 
ami  County,  Ohio.  She  then  came  to  live  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Winans,  accompanying  them  to 
this  county  in  1853,  and  departed  this  life  at 
Springville,  Feb.  27,  1857.  They  had  two  children, 
David  and  Susan.  David  was  killed  by  the  Indi¬ 
ans  in  the  Chicago  Massacre,  at  the  same  time  as 
his  father,  and  was  but  three  years  of  age  at  the 
date  of  his  death.  Susan  (Milhouse)  Simons  was 
taken  a  prisoner  with  her  daughter,  Susan  (Mrs. 
Winans)  b}T  the  Indians  at  the  same  time  the  hus¬ 
band  and  father,  together  with  his  little  bo}',  was 
massacred.  Mrs.  Winans  was  six  months  old  at 
that  time,  and  they  were  held  by  the  Indians  nine 
months.  There  were  only  four  white  people  spared 
at  that  massacre,  and  Mrs.  Simmons  and  Susan 
were  two  of  the  number.  Mrs.  Simmons  was 
obliged  to  run  the  gauntlet,  which  was  the  only 
punishment  inflicted  upon  her  or  insult  offered. 
The  Indians,  be  it  said  to  their  credit,  took  good 
care  of  little  Susan,  but  the  release  of  mother  and 
daughter  was  only  effected  by  a  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  Government. 
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Mrs.  Winans  was  born  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  Feb.  18, 
1812,  and  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  city. 
Ilcr  early  life  was  spent  in  Ohio,  seven  miles  south 
of  Dayton,  where  she  lived  until  seven  years  of 
age,  and  then  went  to  live  with  her  grandfather 
and  relatives  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where  she 


ontinued  to  reside  until  her  marriage.  When  four 


years  old  she  was  bound  out,  but  the  people  with 
whom  she  lived  were  so  cruel  the  neighbors  took 
the  matter  in  hand,  and  she  was  sent  to  her  grand¬ 
father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winans  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children — Lewis,  Hiram,  John  S.,  Amy, 
Esther  J.,  William  B.,  David  C.,  Susan  M.  and 
Lydia  C.  Lewis  and  Hiram  are  living  in  Spring- 
ville;  John  S.  died  there,  Feb.  28,  1869,  aged 
thirty -seven  years;  Amy  is  the  wife  of  J.  D.  Cor¬ 
nell,  a  resident  of  Springville;  Esther  married 
William  H.  Goodlove,  a  farmer  of  Marion  Town¬ 
ship;  she  died  in  Springville,  Aug.  7,  1864,  aged 


twenty-eight  years;  William  B.  is  living  in  Spring¬ 


ville;  David  C.  married  Mary  M.  Hassler,  and  they 
reside  in  Nebraska;  Susan  M.  is  the  wife  of  Oliver 
1).  Ileald,  a  resident  of  Woodbury  County,  Iowa; 
Lydia  became  Mrs.  O.  F.  Glenn,  and  they  are  resi¬ 
dents  of  Springville. 


•5V 


GEORGE  Y.  SMITH.  The  name  of  this 
■  I  (—y  gentleman  is  favorably  known  in  railroad” 
j  circles.  He  is  general  foreman  of  the  B., 
C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  shops  at  Cedar  Rapids,  which  po¬ 
sition  he  fills  with  great  credit  and  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  all  concerned.  He  was  born  in  Scotland, 
Nov.  14,  1832.  His  parents  were  Charles  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Young)  Smith,  natives  of  the  same  country, 
and  possessing  all  those  qualities  for  which  the 
Scotch  people  are  so  eminently  noted.  Charles 
Smith,  the  father,  was  a  roof-slater,  of  which  busi¬ 
ness  he  made  a  specialty  and  which  he  followed 
successfully  through  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  only  remained  at  home 
until  lie  was  nine  and  a  half  years  old.  He  then 
went  to  England  and  shipped  aboard  a  vessel  as 


{  cabin-boy,  and  since  that  time  he  has  seen  more  of 
the  world  than  many  a  man  whose  opportunities 


were  perhaps  greater,  but  who  failed  to  improve 


them.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  had  visited 
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Bombay  in  the  East  Indies,  ant 
on  the  coast  along  the  Mediterranean  and  Black  M 
Seas.  He  seemed  to  be  a  natural  born  sailor,  and  jj  J 
the  sea  possessed  an  attraction  for  him  which  was  5 
irresistible.  He  became  proficient  in  those  arts  5 
which  the  successful  seaman  must  acquire,  and  at  3 


an  early  age  was  given  the  position  of  second  mate 


on  his  vessel.  He  followed  the  sea  for  a  number  of 
years,  was  shipwrecked  three  times,  and  on  one  oc¬ 
casion,  when  returning  from  Russia,  his  vessel  was  :  1 
caught  among  the  icebergs  and  sprang  a  leak.  It 
was  heavily  loaded,  became  water-logged,  and  those  E  ^ 


on  board  were  three  months  reaching  port.  Dur-  E  ! 
ing  this  time  the  crew  were  put  on  short  rations,  a]-} 
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and  they  suffered 

sure.  He  was  also  shipwrecked  at  Yarmouth  Roads, 
on  the  coast  of  England,  during  a  heavy  gale,  the 
vessel  running  on  the  sand  and  breaking  in  two.  5  t 
They  were  obliged  to  take  to  the  boats,  and  after 
superhuman  exertions  all  hands  fortunately  reached 
the  shore  in  safety.  The  third  shipwreck  was  on 
the  Jersey  coast  of  France.  Their  vessel  was  load-  B 
ed  with  a  general  cargo  for  Havre  de  Grace.  They  |  J 
were  on  a  dangerous  coast,  and  came  into  collision  ;  ■' 
with  a  smuggler,  a  French  lugger.  The  vessel 
sprang  a  leak,  they  ran  her  ashore  and  the  crew 
were  picked  up  by  lifeboats. 

During  the  experiences  above  related  Mr.  Smith 
came  in  contact  with  man}r  nationalities,  particu¬ 


larly  his  near  neighbors,  the  English,  and  he  states  ^ 
that  this  people  were  peculiarly  kind  in  their  treat-  -  } 


He  sailed  on  an  English 


ment  of  the  unfortunate. 

vessel,  and  became  greatly  attached  to  the  English 
people,  their  manner  of  living  and  their  general  « 
characteristics.  He  finally  became  dissatisfied  with 

H:  l 

his  experience  upon  the  ocean,  and  resolved  to  | 


settle  down  upon  terra  firma  and  to  emigrate  to  3: 


America,  and  accordingly,  in  1849,  embarked  once 


more  on  the  sea  and  crossed  over  to  the  New  E  ji 


World.  After  a  time  he  found  himself  in  Paterson,  :  i 
N.  J.,  among  the  Rodgers  Locomotive  Works,  and 
became  employed  there  for  three  years;  thence  he 
went  to  Susquehanna  Village,  on  the  York  &  Erie 
Railroad,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman 
at  first,  and  afterward  as  gang  boss.  He  resolved  to 
see  all  of  the  United  States  that  he  could,  and  aftei 
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this  engagement  had  terminated  he  proceeded  to 
Chicago,  and  there  went  into  the  machine  shops  of 
P.W.  Gates,  finally  becoming  assistant  foreman.  He 
remained  there  two  and  a  half  years,  then  went  to 
Galena  and  became  gang  boss  in  the  machine  shops 
of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union  Railroad,  now 
consolidated  with  the  Northwestern.  -  This  was  in 
1856.  He  remained  there  two  years,  and  was  then 
stationed  as  foreman  of  the  round-house,  which  po¬ 
sition  he  occupied  until  1872.  He  had  now  accu¬ 
mulated  some  means,  and  this  year  established  a 
machine-shop  and  facing-mill  in  the  city  of  Chi¬ 
cago. 

The  opportunity  of  combining  business  with 
pleasure  now  presented  itself,  and  he  crossed  the 
ocean  into  England  and  Scotland,  in  the  interest  of 
a  Philadelphia  firm  who  were  operating  as  manu¬ 
facturers  of  flax  batting.  He  returned  from  this 
mission,  which  he  had  negotiated  successfully,  and 
then  went  upon  a  similar  errand  for  a  Chicago  firm. 
Upon  his  return  from  this  trip  he  brought  back 
with  him  $65,000  worth  of  linen  machinery,  which 
he  put  into  a  mill  at  Rochelle,  Ill.,  and  entering 
upon  the  manufacture  of  this  commodity,  brought 
it  to  successful  operation,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  became  occupied  at  his  old 
employment  as  gang  boss,  and  was  stationed  in  the 
round-house  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  Co.  Their  pres¬ 
ent  shops  were  erected  in  that  year  (1876),  and 
since  their  completion  he  has  had  charge  of  them. 
He  has  ninety-eight  men  under  his  immediate 
supervision,  and  400  men  around  the  shops. 

During  these  wanderings  he  had  selected  one 
little  spot  which  he  called  home,  and  a  partner  to 
share  in  his  joys  and  sorrows.  In  1856  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Melville,  like  himself  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Thompson)  Melville,  natives  of  the  same  country, 
the  father  manager  of  a  linen  manufactory  there 
for  twenty-one  years.  Of  this  union  two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Melville  J.,  who  married  Miss 
Sonora  Kisler,  and  is  the  father  of  a  son  bearing 
his  own  name,  and  Wilhelmina,  now  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Charles.  Her  husband  is  a  machinist,  and  is  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  They  have  two 
sons,  Edgar  and  Fred. 

Unlike  many  who  have  seen  so  much  of  the 
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world  and  wandered  over  so  much  of  land  and 
sea,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  has  accumulated  considerable  property.  He  is 
the  possessor  of  an  orange  grove  in  Florida,  and. 
other  land  on  the  Peninsula.  He  also  has  a  good 
residence  in  Cedar  Rapids,  which  is  located  on  B 
avenue  at  No.  171.  In  this  city  he  has  two  houses 
and  three  lots,  and  may  properly  be  considered  one  L 
of  the#solid  and  substantial  men  of  the  community. 
He  is  Republican  in  political  belief  and  principles, 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  good 
standing,  and  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  lib¬ 
erally  and  cheerfully. 
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HARLES  WEARE,  Vice  President  of  the 
rst  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  and  prominent 
business  men  of  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  having- 
come  here  in  1848  while  the  country  was  compara¬ 
tively  unsettled.  He  was  born  in  Vermont,  Jan. 
29,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Cynthia  (Ashley) 
Weare,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  We  trace  the 
ancestry  of  his  family  back  to  Mesheck  Weare,  a 
native  of  England  who  left  that  country  and,  cross¬ 
ing  the  ocean,  settled  in  New  Hampshire  while  that 
State  was  still  in  its  infancy,  lie  was  a  true,  noble 
man,  a  ripe  scholar,  and  occupied  the  highest  posi¬ 
tions  within  the  power  of  the  people  of  his  State  to 
bestow;  holding  offices  executive,  legislative  and 
judicial.  He  was  honored  and  loved  by  all  who 
knew  him,  and  died  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his 
age.  His  descendants,  like  himself,  are  men  who 
are  an  honor  to  the  places  in  which  they  reside. 

Mr.  John  Weare  moved  with  his  family  to  Alle¬ 
gan,  Mich.,  in  1835,  and  cleared  up  two  large  farms, 


m 


built  mills  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lum¬ 


ber.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  executive  ability.  Of 
a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  are  still  living: 
John,  Jr. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  F.  Ely,  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids;  Mrs.  Lydia  Ely;  Mrs.  Sarah  Carpenter; 
Charles,  our  subject;  Mrs.  Lawson  Daniels,  and 
George,  a  banker  of  Sioux  City.  The  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Michigan,  in  1842,  and  the  father 
in  1856,  at  Cedar  Rapids. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  on  the  farm 
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until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  received 
a  good  practical  education.  On  coining  to  Cedar 
Rapids  lie  engaged  in  lumbering  and  contracting, 
and  continued  the  business  for  five  years.  Dunns' 
the  three  years  that  followed  he  was  engaged  in 
getting out  ties  for  the  railroad  company.  He  was 
Postmaster  of  Cedar  Rapids  from  1871  to  1879,  and 
has  been  connected  with  the  First  National  Bank 
for  ten  years  as  Director,  stock-holder  and  Vice 
President. 

Mr.  Weave  is,  and  has  been,  largely  interested  in 
city  property  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  also  in  farm 
lands  in  this  county.  He  has  an  interest  in  the  Gas- 
M  orks  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  also  at  Streator,  Ill., 
and  is  connected  with  the  City  Water  Works  at 
Cedar  Rapids. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  occurred  in  1857, 
Miss  Catharine,  a  native  of  Ontario,  and  daughter 
of  Isaac  Carroll,  becoming  his  wife.  They  oc¬ 
cupy  a  tasteful  residence  at  No.  179  First  avenue, 
and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  the  cultured  people  of 
the  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Weave  is  a  Republican, 
and  on  his  party  ticket  was  elected  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  his  State  in  1864.  He  has  also  been  Mayor 
of  the  city7"  and  held  the  office  of  Alderman,  and  was 
Supervisor  for  four  years.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  a  genial,  whole-souled  gen¬ 
tleman,  as  well  as  a  prominent  business  man  and 
■espected  citizen  of  the  city'  of  his  adoption. 

—-■8 - - .SP¬ 

ARRY  O.  BRADLE  Y  is  a  prominent  dealer  in 
real-estate  and  loans,  and  one  of  the  active 
business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Waterhouse  Block,  No.  8,  and 
is  carrying  on  a  prosperous  and  extensive  business. 
Mr.  Bradley  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  born 
April  27,  1857,  and  the  son  of  D.  A.  and  Annie 
1  (Draper)  Bradley,  natives  of  Lebanon  and  Lancas- 
r|  ter,  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  the  fall  of  I860,  and  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  loan  business.  His  occupation  in  Ohio 
had  been  the  manufacture  of  jewelry.  After  com¬ 
ing  to  Cedar  Rapids,  he  opened  a  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness,  which  he  disposed  of  in  1864,  to  the  firm  of 
I.  Z.  Cook  A  Lawrence.  He  possessed  a  large 


amount  of  property,  consisting  of  houses  and  lots 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  a  large  tract  of  wild  land  in  g  ■ 
the  West.  He  was  an  active  and  energetic  man, 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  ready  at  all 
times  to  assist  with  his  influence  and  his  means  any 
project  having  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  his  city 
and  community.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  School 
Board,  and  City  Recorder,  greatly  interested  in 
Governmental  affairs,  strongly  Republican  in  his 
politics,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  First  Bap-  c 
tist  Church.  He  departed  this  life  Feb.  29,  1879, 
and  left  behind  him  a  record  of  worthy  and  gener¬ 
ous  deeds.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  her  hus¬ 
band  until  1885,  when  she  too  passed  to  her  rest. 

She  was  a  ladjr  of  rare  virtues,  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  She  possessed  a  fine  education,  was 
highly  accomplished,  and  shed  about  her  an  influ¬ 
ence  which  tended  to  elevate  those  with  whom  she 
associated.  She  was  a  member  of  the  same  church 
as  her  husband,  and  by  a  constant  Christian  life 
was  an  ornament  to  her  profession  as  a  Christian. 

She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  Cincinnati,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
months,  and  one  in  Cedar  Rapids,  a  month  younger, 
the  subject  of  this  biography  being  the  only  one  of 
the  family  now  living. 

After  the  3' ears  of  his  early  childhood,  Mr.  Brad¬ 
ley  attended  school  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  bright  and  studious  boy,  fond  of  his  book  and 
ambitious  to  excel,  and  made  the  most  of  his  op¬ 
portunities.  After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged 
in  the  book-store  of  Graves  &  Chandler  for  three 
months  and  then  joined  his  father  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  in  1873,  since  which  time 
his  transactions  have  extended  throughout  the 
Western  States.  Mr.  Bradley  now  has  considerable 
property  in  Northwestern  Iowa,  including  a  fine 
herd  of  thoroughbred  cattle,  valuable  real  estate 
in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  a  number  of  houses  and 
lots  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  married  in  1885,  to 
Miss  Frances  O.  Kneeland,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  daughter  of  James  P.  and  Alice  (Peas-  jf 
lee)  Kneeland,  now  residents  of  Nebraska,  where 
Mr.  K.  is  earning  on  an  entensive  cattle  ranch. 

Mrs.  B.  is  an  amiable  and  accomplished  lady,  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  her  hus¬ 
band  also  regularly  attends.  They  occupy  a  fine 


residence  at  No.  43  South  Fifth  street,  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  modern  life.  Mr. 
Bradley  is  a  thorough  business  man,  energetic  and 
industrious,  and  is  a  valued  factor  in  the  business 
community  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

ILLLAM  HENDERSON,  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Jackson  Township,  was  a  native 
of  Lanarkshire,  and  was  born  on  the  banks 
of  the  River  Clyde,  nine  miles  above  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1808.  His  father, 
William  Henderson,  was  a  native  of  the  same  shire, 
and  for  many  years  was  employed  in  a  cotton  fac¬ 
tory  there.  In  May,  1821,  he  set  sail  from  Greenock, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  six  children,  for 
America,  and  they  landed  at  Quebec  in  June.  He 
located  twenty-six  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Mon¬ 
treal,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  that  region.  He 
purchased  timber  land  and  commenced  to  clear 
a  farm.  The  hopes  of  himself  and  his  family,  how¬ 
ever,  were  soon  cut  short,  for  he  died  in  less  than 
two  years  after  coming  here,  leaving  the  bereaved 
widow  with  a  family  of  six  children.  She  was  a 
woman  of  resolution  and  courage,  and  determined 
that  her  family  should  not  be  separated.  By  the 
exercise  of  ingenuity  and  industry,  she  kept  them 
together  on  the  place  until  the}'  had  grown  to  years 
of  maturity.  She  had  trained  her  children  to  hab¬ 
its  of  industry,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  old 
enough,  they  commenced  to  take  up  the  duties  of 
life.  They  finished  the  work  which  their  father 
had  begun,  and  in  due  time  were  rewarded  with  a 
comfortable  home  and  smiling  fields  around  them. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  William  Henderson 
was  Flora  Bruce.  She  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  aud  was  married  to  him  in 
■  her  native  shire.  She  departed  this  life  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Minnesota,  in  about  1871. 
The  record  of  the  children  is  as  follows :  Peter  lo¬ 
cated  in  Canada,  and  died  there;  William  G.,  our 
subject,  was  the  second  child;  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  Garwood  Bursell,  and  died  in  Fillmore 
County,  Minn.;  David  lives  in  Canada;  Susanna 
died  there;  Robert  lives  in  Fillmore  County,  Minn. 
William  Henderson  was  thirteen  years  of  age 


was  engaged  as  a 


when  he  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  He  remained  with  his  mother 
until  he  had  grown  to  manhood,  and  assisted  in  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  farm.  The 
first  year  after  his  marriage  he 
farm  laborer,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
having  saved  from  his  rather  limited  earnings  what¬ 
ever  he  could,  he  purchased  fifty  acres  of  timber 
land  near  his  mother’s  homestead.  The  whole  was 
valued  at  §300  at  the  time.  He  erected  a  log  house, 
cleared  nearly  all  of  the  land,  aud  remained  upon  it 
until  1854.  In  the  meantime  his  responsibilities 
had  increased,  and  his  household  now  included  siS: 
children.  He  was  desirous  of  improving  his  condi¬ 
tion,  and  believed  that  he  could  effect  this  by  emi¬ 
grating  to  the  Hawkeye  State,  which  was  then 
holding  out  great  inducements  to  the  enterprising 
pioneer.  He  accordingly  perfected  his  operations, 
and  started  with  his  family  for  the  country  beyond 
the  Mississippi.  They  journeyed  by  the  lakes  and 
railroad  to  Chicago,  and  then  proceeded  overland 
with  teams,  crossing  the  river  at  Savannah  and 
coming  directly  into  Linn  County.  The  site  which 
he  selected  for  his  location  was  in  what  is  now 
Jackson  Township.  He  purchased  a  farm,  of  which 
twenty  acres  were  broken,  and  in  the  midst  of 
which  stood  a  log  cabin.  Into  this  he  moved  his 
family,  made  them  as  comfortable  as  he  could,  and 
proceeded  to  improve  and  cultivate  his  land  by  the 
best  means  at  hand.  The  farming  implements  of 
that  day  were  very  different  from  what  they  are 
now,  and  very  few  patent  “concerns”  assisted  the 
pioneer  farmer  in  his  labors,  but  he  had  strong 
hands  and  was  supplied  with  a  good  share  of  deter¬ 
mination,  and  in  due  time  began  to  realize  the  re¬ 
ward  of  industry.  As  time  passed  on  he  added  to 
his  possessions,  and  soon  had  300  acres  under  cul¬ 
tivation,  a  fine  area  of  fencing,  and  had  erected  a 
good  dwelling,  suitable  barns  and  out-buildings, 
and  was  supplied  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  stock 
for  all  purposes.  After  his  children  had  come  to 
years  of  maturity,  he  divided  the  farm  with  them 
and  moved  to  the  homestead  which  he  now  occu¬ 
pies.  This  also  comprises  a  good  set  of  buildings, 
but  he  has  made  many  improvements  since  he  took 
possession  of  it. 

The  marriage  of  William  Henderson  and  Miss 
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Allie  Bursell  was  celebrated  in  1837.  Mrs.  Hender¬ 
son  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire.  England,  born  in 
1812.  Of  this  union  were  born  six  children,  and 
the  record  is  as  follows:  William,  born  in  Canada, 
came  to  Linn  County  with  his  parents,  and  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisted  in  Co.  A,  6th 
Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  died  in  the  service ;  James  lives 
in  Delaware  County,  Iowa;  Peter  G.  was  the  third 
son;  Robert  lives  in  Jackson  Township;  Henry; 
Hannah  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Peter  T.  Henderson, 
also  a  resident  of  Jackson  Township.  Mrs.  Allie 
Henderson  departed  this  life  in  1874.  Mr.  Ilender- 
s*on  was  married  the  second  time,  in  1876,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Willis.  She  was  a  native  of  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  born  July  26,  1833,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Esther  (Smith)  Willis. 

Mr.  Henderson,  religiously,  is  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  Mrs.  II.  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  a  man  of  decided 
views,  and  when  convinced  that  he  is  right,  cour¬ 
ageous^'  maintains  his  opinion  and  acts  accord¬ 
ingly.  He  was  elected  Supervisor  for  three  years 
from  his  township. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Henderson’s  place  is  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  work. 
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W.  FAULKES,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Daily  and  Weekly  Gazette  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  is  also  one  of  the  rising  young 
journalists  of  the  West,  with  a  prospect  of  a  bright 
future  before  him.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Wisconsin,  April  18,  1855,  and  at  a  suitable  age 
commenced  his  education  in  the  district  school, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  twelve  years  old. 
He  was  a  bright  and  studious  boy,  fond  of  his  stud¬ 
ies  and  ambitious  to  excel,  and  at  an  early  age  en- 
ered  Wisconsin  University,  where  for  two  years 
e  applied  himself  diligently  to  a  practical  course 
f  study.  He  then  entered  the  telegraph  service 
and  subsequently  engaged  as  a  reporter  on  the  State 
Journal  at  Madison.  In  1874  he  came  to  Iowa, 
tqand  after  some  time  variously  engaged,  became 
connected  with  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  chiefly  as 
telegraph  operator  and  train  dispatcher.  Later  he 
acquired  the  art  of  stenography,  and  then  served 
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three  years  as  city  editor  of  the  Daily  Republican 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  In  March,  1884,  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Gazette ,  and 
in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  C.  L.  Miller, 
has  since  conducted  the  paper  intelligently,  profit¬ 
ably,  and  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Glouces¬ 
tershire,  England,  in  about  1818,  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man.  He  made 
his  first  location  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
later  went  to  Wisconsin,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Belleville,  where  he  established  a  comfortable  home¬ 
stead,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  came  to 
America  in  her  youth,  and  was  married  to  the 
father  of  our  subject  in  New. York.  The  family 
record  discloses  a  creditable  history,  and  the  later 
descendants  possessed  in  a  marked  degree  those 
honest  and  substantial  qualities  which  have  consti¬ 
tuted  them  excellent  citizens  of  the  various  com¬ 
munities  where  their  lots  have  been  cast, and  of  whom 
their  representative  in  Cedar  Rapids  constitutes  a 
worthy  branch  of  the  family  tree. 


R.  T.  S.  FARRAR,  a  prominent  physician 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  a  representative  cit¬ 
izen,  is  a  native  of  England,  born  Oct.  5, 
1859,  and  the  son  of  Rev.  M.  A.  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  M.  (Powel)  Farrar.  His  father  was  a  cler¬ 
gyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  in  August,  1876.  Previous  to 
his  decease  he  had  removed  with  his  family  to 
Canada,  and  there  engaged  in  the  ministry,  labor¬ 
ing  in  this  new  field  for  only  two  short  years.  The 
mother  is  still  living  and  a  resident  of  Canada. 
Two  children  completed  the  family  circle,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  and  a  sister,  Isabel,  now  Mrs  T. 
M.  Grover,  who  resides  in  Canada  near  her  mother. 
The  father  was  a  highly  educated  man,  and  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Eton  and  Christ  Colleges,  at  Oxford.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  Head  Master  of  the  Swan¬ 
sea  Grammar  School  in  South  Wales,  being  engaged 
at  the  same  time  in  ministerial  duties.  He  was  a 
half-brother  of  the  celebrated  Canon  Farrar,  of 
England.  They  were  both  students  of  Oxford  at 


muxu  |iumi 
mmiii  1 1  >  1 1 1 1 1 


rxxaxxxx 

LXJUUULiAX 

Snxxxx«CT 

rrimri 

iiuiiij 

the  same  time,  and  the  father  of  our  subject  be¬ 
came  a  famous  temperance  advocate,  making  this  a 
special  feature  of  his  labors  after  coming  to  Canada, 
tie  purchased  property  at  Westwood,  and  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  ministry  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
broad  and  liberal-minded  man  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Farrar,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  in¬ 
dustriously  pursued  his  studies  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old  and  graduated  from  the  Educational 
and  Medical  Departments  of  Trinity  College  at 
Port  Hope,  Canada,  and  afterward  from  the  Trinity 
University  at  Toronto,  Canada.  In  1882  he  re¬ 
turned  to  England  and  took  a  hospital  course  of 
study,  after  the  completion  of  which  he  came  back 
to  the  United  States  and  located  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
His  evident  talent  and  education  secured  for  him 
an  enviable  position  in  the  profession,  and  he  was 
soon  able  to  command  a  lucrative  practice. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Farrar  and  Miss  Helen  Wil¬ 
son  took  place  at  Picton,  Prince  Edward,  Canada, 
in  1884.  Mrs.  Farrar  is  the  daughter  of  Stewart 
and  Lucy  Wilson,  and  a  suitable  partner  foi  oui 
subject.  The  Doctor  and  Mrs.  F.  are  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

Before  leaving  Canada  Dr.  Farrar  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  Westwood  property,  and  is  the  possessor  of 
two  lots  and  two  dwelling-houses  there.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  a  Democrat. 


P.  BRADY,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  residing  at  No. 
106  Second  avenue,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born 
in  Chambersburg,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  I  eb.  25,  1840, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa  for  about  eight 
IU$  years.  He  is  the  fifth  son  of  the  Hon.  Jasper  E. 
Brady  (deceased),  and  Margaret  (Morton)  Brady; 
the  latter  is  still  living  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  hav¬ 
ing  attained  her  seventy-seventh  year.  Mr.  Brady’s 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  his 
father  being  an  attorney  in  active  practice,  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  old  A  hig  party,  serving 
for  some  years  in  the  Legislature  and  Senate  of  his 
native  State,  and  representing  his  district  in  the 
United  States  Congress  during  the  sessions  of  184 


and  1849.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  Washington  City  where,  in 
addition  to  his  other  duties,  he  served  during  the-  j- 
war  as  Chairman  of  the  Pennsylvania  Relief  As- 
sociation,  a  benevolent  society  which  did  muchpHEHH 
gratuitous  service  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the! 
sick  and  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  of  everyl 
State  in  the  Union  army.  He  died  in  the  Capital 
City  in  January,  1871,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of 
his  age.  His  family,  consisting  of  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  still  survives  him. 

Mr.  Brady  attended  the  district  schools  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh  until  his  parents  moved  to  Washington  in 
1862,  when  the  public  schools  of  that  citjT  were  so 
disturbed  and  disorganized  by  the  eyents  of  the 
war,  that  the  only  educational  advantage  he  after¬ 
ward  received  was  one  year  spent  in  Gouzaga  Col¬ 
lege,  a  local  institution  there.  In  the  fall  of  1864 
he  was  appointed  messenger,  and  then  a  temporary 
clerk  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau  of  the  4\  ar  Depart¬ 
ment,  being  transferred  in  the  spring  of  1865  to 
the  Paymaster  General’s  office  of  the  same  depart¬ 
ment,  as  a  first-class  clerk,  which  position  he  re¬ 
signed  in  the  summer  of  1 867  to  accept  a  clerical 
appointment  in  the  Second  Auditor  s  office  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  He  left  Washington  in 
1869  and  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  about  eighteen  months  as  book-keeper 
for  the  Pittsburgh  Grain  Elevator  Company.  In 
March,  1871,  he  removed  to  Chicago  and  secured  a 
clerkship  in  the  local  freight  office  of  the  P.,  Ft.  A  . 

&  C.  R.  R.,  in  that  city,  remaining  with  that  com¬ 
pany  about  four  years,  when  he  was  appointed  Con 
tracting  Freight  Agent  of  the  International  Fast 
Freight  Line  in  Chicago.  May  1,  1877,  he  was  sent 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  as  Western  Agent  of  that  line, 
and  in  April,  1878,  resigned  to  accept  a  position  as 
Traveling  Freight  Agent  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel 
Line,  with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  April  1, 1880, 
he  was  appointed  General  Agent  of  the.  B.,  C.  R. 

&  N.  Ry.  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  in  May,  1884, 
received  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  that  company,  in  charge  of  the  Decorali 
Division,  which  position  he  now  holds,  in  addition 
to  performing  the  duties  of  General  Agent. 

Mr.  Brady  was  married  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  May 
21,  1879,  to  Miss  Lucy  Dinise,  third  daughter  of 
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Judge  J.  ’['racy,  who  at  tlie  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  at  his  home  in  Burlington  May  18, 
1884.  was  President  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  <fc  N.  Ity. 
Their  family  consists  of  one  daughter,  Edith  Perkins 
Brady. 


^IIOMAS  C.  BATTEY,  a  farmer  on  section 
1<5,  ®rown  Township,  js  the  only  child  of 
Joseph  and  Rebecca  (Starbuck)  Battey,  and 
was  born  in  South  Starksboro,  Addison  Co.,  Vt., 
Feb.  19,  1828.  lie  obtained  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  completed  it  by  attendance 
at  a  boarding-school  of  the  Friends,  in  Westtown, 
Pa.  He  then  returned  to  the  parental  homestead  in 
Collins,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  for  twelve  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1853  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Cedar  County,  and  remained  there  five  years,  in  the 
meantime  purchasing  a  piece  of  property.  This  he 
disposed  of  and  then  came  into  Linn  County  in 
December,  1858,  and  purchased  thirty  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  13,  which  has  remained  his  home  since  that 
time.  He  subsequently  added  to  his  first  purchase 
and  is  now  the  possessor  of  eighty  acres. 

Mr.  Battey  and  Miss  Lydia  Sisson  were  united 
in  marriage  Jan.  7,  1852,  in  Collins,  N.  Y.  This 
lady  was  a  daughter  of  Perry  and  Hannah  (Strang) 
Sisson,  and  was  born  in  Collins,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  6,  1825. 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  beca^ne  the 
mother  of  three  children— Ruth  S.,  Hannah,  and  a 
babe  unnamed  which  soon  died.  Hannah  also  died 
when  an  infant  of  seven  months.  Ruth  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Clendenen,  and  resides  in  Marshall 
County,  Iowa.  Mrs.  B.  departed  this  life  in  Brown 
Township,  Oct.  2,  1860.  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Battey  contracted  a  second 'matrimonial  alliance, 
with  Mrs.  Lucinda  (Hampton)  Gregg,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Williams)  Hampton,  and  the  widow 
of  Daniel  Gregg.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Maryland  and  Ohio  respectively,  and  came  to 
Brown  Township  in  1854,  where  they  still  reside. 
To  these  parents  were  born  ten  children — Oliver 
L..  Sarah,  Robert  AY.,  Lucinda,  Anna,  Eliza,  Lovina, 
John  W.,  Edward  and  Samuel.  Lucinda  was  born 
in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  June  23,  1837.  Daniel 
Gregg,  her  husband,  died  in  Brown  Township,  Oct. 


12,  1858;  of  their  union  one  child  was  born,  Alfred  : 
D.,  who  married  Emeline  Hess  and  resides  in  Spring-  jj  1 
ville,  Iowa.  By  this  latter  marriage,  six  more  chil¬ 
dren  were  born — Joseph  E.,  Sarah  E.,  Mary  R., 
Herman  J.,  Lovina  II.  and  Malinda  E.  Sarah  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Francis  I).  Hall  and  resides  in  Brown 
Township. 

Joseph  Battey,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,- and  the  mother  in  Chester  Town¬ 
ship,  Warren  Co.,  N.  Y.  After  their  marriage  they 
settled  in  Starksboro,  Vt.  Joseph  Battey  learned  the 
trade  of  a  wheelwright  and  some  of  the  time  worked 
with  a  miller.  He  removed  to  New  York  State  and 
took  charge  of  a  gristmill,  thence  went  to  Friends- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  a  short  time, 
when  he  was  employed  by  the  Friends  to  go  to  the 
Indian  Reservation  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. 

He  acted  as  Superintendent  of  the  Reservation,  had 
charge  of  the  mill,  and  instructed  the  Indians  in 
various  industries.  He  remained  there  from  1837 
until  1842,  then  returned  to  Collins,  purchased  a 
farm  and  remained  upon  it  seven  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Cayuga  County,  and  retired  for  a  time 
from  active  business,  and  here  his  wife  died. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Joseph  Battey  visited 
Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  made  a  permanent 
settlement  in  Brown  Township.  In  the  fall  of  1866 
he  contracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Sarah 
Crew,  the  widow  of  James  Crew. 

During  thirty  years  of  Mr.  Battey’s  life,  a  portion 
of  the  time  was  spent  in  teaching.  In  the  fall  of 
1871  he  was  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  to  go  to  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory  as  a  teacher.  He  was  employed  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  most  of  the  time  until  February,  1879.  Two 
years  of  that  time  he  remained  in  the  camp  of  hos¬ 
tile  Indians,  lived  as  one  of  them,  partaking  of 
their  savage  fare.  The  following  circumstances  are 
inserted  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  the  better 
informed  as  to  the  value  of  services  he  rendered 
his  countiy : 

In  the  autumn  of  1872  he  was  employed  as  mis¬ 
sionary  teacher  in  the  camps  of  the  Kiowas.  These 
Indians  had  always  been  hostile,  and  with  some 
bands  of  the  Comanches  continued  a  system  of 
depredations  on  the  frontier  settlements  of  Texas, 
Colorado  and  Kansas.  Two  of  their  chiefs,  Satanta 
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and  Big-Tree,  had  been  arrested  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  turned  over  to  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
were  serving  a  life  sentence  in  the  State  peniten¬ 
tiary.  A  number  of  Comanche  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  had  been  taken  prisoners,  and  were  held  at  Ft. 
Concho  in  Texas,  previous  to  his  going  among 
them. 

•  In  March,  1873,  a  commissioner  authorized  to 
treat  with  these  Indians  held  a  council  with  them 
in  which  he  stipulated  for  the  speedy  release  of  all 
these  prisoners  upon  the  agreement  that  the  Indians 
i  •;  should  cease  their  raids,  give  up  all  white  captives 
'  and  restore  the  stolen  horses  and  mules.  This  the 
Indians  did,  Mr.  Battey  being  a  witness.  In  due 
time  the  Comache  women  and  children  were  re¬ 
turned  to  their  tribe.  The  Governor  of  Texas 
turned  over  the  two  Kiowa  chiefs  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  were  awaiting  an  escort  of  soldiers 
when  the  tragedy  of  the  lava  beds  occurred,  in 
which  Gen.  Canby  and  Dr.  Thomas  lost  their  lives. 

Although  the  tribe  that  had  been  guilty  of  this 
outbreak  were  unknown  to  the  Kiowas  their  two 
}  chiefs  were  again  delivered  to  the  State  of  Texas 
and  detained  in  prison.  This  news  reached  the 
agency  after  the  return  of  the  chiefs  had  been 
|  :  agreed  upon,  and  after  the  tribe  had  become  very 
suspicious  that  they  would  not  be  released.  Mr. 
Battey,  who  was  at  the  agency  at  the  time  this 
message  was  received,  and  knowing  that  the  hostile 
element  of  the  tribe  would  lie  aroused  at  so  unwel¬ 
come  a  message  unless  some  counteracting  influence 
could  be  exerted,  determined  on  being  himself  its 
bearer.  Accordingly,  after  writing  out  a  report  of 
the  compliance  of  the  Indians  with  their  part  of  the 
ao-reement,  for  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  Washington,  he  went  with  three  Kiowas  to  their 
camp,  arriving  after  three  days  of  hard  travel,  June 
;  16,1873. 

Here  he  found  the  whole  Kiowa  tribe,  and  the 
Indian  Territory  Apaches,  with  a  large  representa¬ 
tion  of  Cheyennes,  Arapahoes  and  Comanches,  al¬ 
together  forming  an  encampment  of  several  thous¬ 
and  Indians.  All  the  chiefs,  and  chiefs  of  Kiowas 
and  Apaches,  with  many  of  those  of  the  other 
tribes,  were  assembled  in  council  on  their  arrival,  and 
he  was  at  once  ushered  into  the  council  lodge  among 
them.  Here,  he  says,  “I  soon  found  that  the  coun- 
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cil  had  been  called  in  consideration  of  the  length 
of  time  that  had  elapsed  since  the  two  chiefs  should 
have  been  released,  and  the  course  they  should 
pursue  in  case  they  were  not  soon  returned.  The 
chiefs  of  the  other  tribes  took  the  pipe  with  the 
Kiowas.  (This  is  understood  among  Indians  as  a 
pledge  of  friendship  and  alliance.) 

‘•A  stormy  council  succeeded  the  delivery  of  my 
message,  in  which  it  was  nearly  the  unanimous  ex¬ 
pression  to  place  the  women  and  children  in  a  place 
of  safety  near  the  center  of  the  Staked  Plains  and 
send  the  warriors  in  small  squads  to  depredate  sim¬ 
ultaneously  upon  the  frontiers  of  Texas.  Colorado 
and  Kansas.  As  yet.  the  principal  of  the  Kiowas 
had  not  spoken,  and  was  called  upon  by  name.  He 
responded  by  calling  on  me,  asking  my  advice. 

“  1  informed  them  that  Washington  was  very 
angry  when  he  learned  that  two  of  his  big  chiefs 
had  been  killed  by  Indians;  that  angry  men  were 
not  always  wise  and  seldom  did  right;  that  I  had 
written  to  him  and  informed  him  that  the  Kiowas 
had  done  just  as  they  had  agreed — had  given  up 
all  the  white  captive  children,  also  the  stolen  mules 
and  horses,  and  now,  instead  of  giving  them  advice, 

I  would  request  them  to  do  nothing  rashly,  but  sit 
still  until  they  should  hear  from  Washington  after 
he  had  read  my  ‘  talk.’  The  principal  chief  then 
advised  acting  in  accordance  with  my  request — act 
like  wise  men  and  wait.  Beyond  my  expectation 
this  course  prevailed,  the  pipe  was  passed  and  all 
present  took  it.”  They  remained  there  for  three 
weeks  before  a  message  was  received,  in  which  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  referred  to  Mr. 
Battey’s  letter  and  stated  that  the  chiefs  should  be 
soon  released. 

Thus  was  Mr.  Battey  instrumental  in  turning- 
aside  some  of  the  most  warlike  tribes  from  a  system 
of  depredations  upon  the  frontiers  of  distant  and 
remote  settlements,  and  so  provoking  an  Indian 
war  in  which  much  blood  must  have  been  spilled 
and  much  treasure  have  been  expended.  The  chiefs 
were  released  and  war  was  avoided,  but  the  strain 
was  too  great ;  Mr.  Battey  broke  down  and  was  car¬ 
ried  to  the  agency  in  a  very  critical  condition. 
From  this  attack  he  has  never  fully  recovered.  On 
two  subsequent  occasions  the  Kiowa  tribe  was 
I  turned  from  the  war  path  through  his  exertions, 
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and  finally  in  1874  they  came  in 
their  names  as  friendly  to  the  Government,  and 
maintain  the  friendship  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Battey  are  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  it  was  the  early  training  especially, 
of  Mr.  B.  which  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  dealing 
with  the  Indians.  Adhering  faithfully  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  taught  him  by  his  parents  he  was  always  on 
the  side  of  peace  and  amity,  and  always  believed 
that  argument  and  kindness  were  the  proper  methods 
of  dealing  with  the  savage  tribes,  rather  than  coer¬ 
cion  and  taking  advantage  of  their  simplicity  and 
gnorance.  Politically  Mr.  Battey  is  a  Republican. 


EORGK  C.  BLISS,  the  subject  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notice,  occupies  a  prominent  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  leading  dry-goods  mer¬ 
chants  of  Center  Point.  His  business  house  stands 
on  the  corner  of  Maine  and  Washington  streets,  and 
bears  upon  the  face  of  it  a  general  air  of  thrift  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Bliss  is  a  native  of  Tioga  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  Jan.  9,  1841.  lie  is  the  son  of 
Wilson  S.  and  Julia  E.  (Whitman)  Bliss.  Ilis 
mother  was  born  in  Almira,  N.  Y.,  April  7,  1823. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Carmer) 
Whitman,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
The  father  was  born  in  Reading,  Pa.,  Dec.  25.  1800, 
and  died  Jan.  21,  1880,  in  Center  Point.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  living  in  Center  Point. 
The  family  consisted  of  seven  children. 

Wilson  S.  Bliss,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Springfield,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1813.  In  early  years 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  to  which  he 
subsequently  added  that  of  cabinet-maker  and  car¬ 
penter.  His  long  and  worthy  life  was  noted  for 
habits  of  industry  and  frugality.  He  came  to  Iowa 
in  1855,  and  died  in  Center  Point,  Jan.  20,  1880. 


He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 


three  now  living:  Jane  E.  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Yictor  Gibson;  Edgar  F.  married  Miss  Amanda 
Romig;  Willie  W.  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one- 
half  years. 

George  C.  Bliss,  the  subject  of  this  notice,  and 
the  eldest  child  of  his  father’s  family,  was  united 


in 


June  9,  1872,  with  Miss  Frances  L. 


S' 


Bartleson.  She  was  born  Feb.  14,  1853.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  Arthur 
S.,  born  July  17,  1874;  Willie  ().,  Nov.  21.  1876, 
and  George  C.,  Aug.  21,  1882. 

After  the  opening  of  the  late  Civil  War,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  hundreds  of  others  who  were  willing  to 
leave  home  and  business  interests  and  take  up  arms 
in  the  defense  of  their  country,  Mr.  Bliss  enlisted 
in  Co.  B,  20th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  on  July  30,  1862,  5 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  He 
was  mustered  in  as  a  private  and  served  in  this  ca¬ 
pacity  until  the  close.  He  participated  in  the  E 


Hi 


siege  of  Ft.  Morgan,  Blakely  and  Mobile,  at  Fay-  c 


etteville,  Ark.,  and  shortly  afterward  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  latter  place,  in  May,  1863.  and  in 
June  following  placed  in  Benton  Barracks,  St. 
Louis,  being  exchanged  in  October.  On  the  28th 
of  April  of  the  year  following,  Mr.  Bliss  joined  his  ^ 
regiment  at  Mustang  Island,  Tex.,  whence  they 
were  ordered  to  Brownsville,  and  remained  there 
one  month.  They  then  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  . 
and  approaching  the  rear  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  they 
captured  Ft.  Blakely  and  the  Spanish  Fort,  and 
marched  into  the  city  shortly  afterward.  They 
were  mustered  out  at  Mobile,  and  discharged  at 
Davenport,  Iowa.,  in  1865. 

The  year  following  his  return  home,  Mr.  Bliss 
embarked  in  general  merchandising.  He  carried  a 
line  of  dry-goods,  clothing,  queensware,  groceries, 
boots  and  shoes,  and  kept  a  large  and  general  stock 
of  all  the  necessaries  required  by  the  citizens  of 

►  i 

the  rapidly  growing  town.  His  strict  honesty  and 
correct  business  principles  soon  secured  for  him  a 

•  k  .  fl 

large  circle  of  friends  and  patrons,  and,  as  Ins  busi¬ 
ness  enlarged,  he  found  it  necessary  to  extend  his 
accommodations  for  carrying  it  on,  and  in  1878 
erected  his  present  fine  brick  building,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  two  stories  and  a  basement,  and  is  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  the  business  portion  of  the  place.  Mr. 
Bliss  commenced  on  the  limited  capital  of  81,200, 
and  such  has  been  the  success  of  his  transactions, 
that  his  capital  and  stock  now  aggregate  $6,000. 

He  has  also  taken  an  interest  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  delights  in  witnessing  growing  grain,  and 
the  presence  of  the  domestic  animals.  In  order  to 
gratify  his  taste  in  this  direction,  he  early  became 
the  possessor  of  land,  and  has  now  a  tine  farm  of 
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287  acres  in  Linn  County.  He  also  lias  several 
dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  besides  two  stores. 
Socially  he  is  Quartermaster  and  Secretary  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  Lodge  No.  126,  Center  Point,  and 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R..  Denison  Post  No.  244. 
Politically  Mr.  Bliss  is  a  Republican.  He  has 
served  on  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  three  years, 
and  in  his  religious  views,  coincides  with  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  member  in  good  standing.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
citizens  of  a  first-class  community,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem.  To  such  men  are  the  early 
towns  of  the  West  indebted  for  their  general  pros¬ 
perity  and  the  position  they  occupy  among  the 
noted  cities  of  the  Union. 

A  view  of  the  residence  and  surroundings  of  Mr. 
Bliss  is  shown  on  another  page. 


R.  S.  W.  YEARICK  of  Cedar  Rapids,  has 
established  a  good  practice  in  this  commu¬ 
nity  and  is  one  of  its  valued  citizens.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Ashland  Township,  Ashland  County,  Sept.  2,  1835. 
He  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Catharine  (Gutilluis) 
Yearick,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  moved 
into  Ohio  in  1820,  and  the  father  engaged  success¬ 
fully  in  the  occupation  of  merchant  tailoring,  which 
he  followed  until  the  close  of  his  life.  The  decease 
of  both  parents  occurred  in  Finlay,  Hancock. Co., 
Ohio.  They  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children, 
seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  and  the  record  is 
I  as  follows:  H.  E.,  of  Washington,  Iowa,  is  a 
breeder  of  fine  horses;  Elvina,  now  Mrs.  Goodwin, 
resides  in  Finley,  Ohio;  G.  I.,  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
is  a  dealer  in  real  estate  and  a  money  lender;  a 
daughter,  Miss  A.  C.,  is  a  dressmaker  of  Toledo, 
Ohio;  F.  E.  resides  in  Wilber,  Neb.,  following  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  m  summer  and  that  of  a  teacher 
in  winter;  Catharine,  Mrs.  Switzer,  resides  in  Iowa 
City;  Mary,  Mrs.  Lane,  in  Wilber,  Neb.;  John  A. 
in  Atlantic  City,  Iowa,  where  he  carries  on  a  farm ; 
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|L:  J.  O.  is  a  carpenter  in  Toledo, _Ohio;  Simon  A.  is  a 
teacher  in  Crete,  Neb.;  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Shutt, 

ll  m 

resides  in  Ashland,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Yearick  remained  with  his  parents  and  at¬ 
tended  school  until  fourteen  j'ears  of  age.  He  then 


served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  three  years,  and  came  to 
Iowa  in  1854.  He  afterward  prosecuted  the  same 
calling  here  for  four  years  at  Sigourney. 

About  this  time,  rumors  of  war  began  to  be 
heard  in  the  land,  and  volunteers  were  marching  to 
offer  their  services  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  Fired 
with  patriotic  zeal,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  thousands  who  enlisted  in  the  army, 
and  became  a  member  of  Co.  D,  13th  Iowa  Yol. 
Inf.,  Oct.  1,  1861,  being  mustered  in  as  a  private. 
He  served  bravely  and  faithfully  with  his  comrades, 
enduring  cheerfull}'  the  vicissitudes  of  war  for  the 
space  of  three  years,  and  was  then  rewarded  with  a 
Captain’s  commission  by  Gen.  Thomas  in  1864,  and 
was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  contraband 
department  of  the  district  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
In  the  course  of  his  military  life  he  engaged  in 
many  battles  and  skirmishes  arid  experienced  many 
hairbreadth  escapes.  II is  most  serious  engage¬ 
ment  was  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  from  which  he 
escaped  unhurt,  while  hundreds  were  falling  about 
him.  He  continued  as  a  soldier  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  March  5, 
1865. 

After  his  transformation  from  a  soldier  to  a  civil¬ 
ian,  Dr.  Yearick  returned  to  his  old  haunts,  and 
from  there  drifted  to  different  parts  of  the  State, 
employing  himself  variously  until  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  upon  his  final  pursuit.  He  had  for  some  time 
been  reading  medical  works  and  now  set  about  in 
earnest  the  study  of  medicine.  He  was  received 
into  the  office  of  Dr.  F.  K.  Reinhold,  at  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  attended  lectures  at  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College,  received  his  deploma  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1876.  He  remained  in  Burlington  five 
years,  and  finally  went  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he 
permanently  located,  and  now  has  his  office  at  No. 
55  First  street. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  army,  Dr.  Yearick 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Stephens, 
of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  of  their  union  two  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — Estella  and  Carrie,  one  now 
married.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
April  13.  1871,  deeply  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her.  About  four  years  later  Dr.  Yearick  con¬ 
tracted  a  second  marriage  with  Miss  A.  J.  Ferrell, 
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of  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa.  Of  this  union  have  been 
born  four  children — Verdie,  Fredy,  Earle  and 
Willie.  The  Doctor  is  essentially  Democratic  in 
political  inclinations.  Me  is  a  well  informed  and 
intelligent  man,  is  decided  in  his  opinions,  and  can 
explain  the  reasons  for  his  belief  upon  all  occa¬ 
sions. 

The  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  415  First 
Avenue  West.  It  is  a  home  replete  with  all  the  re¬ 
finements  of  life,  abounding  in  comforts,  and  beau¬ 
tified  by  many  luxuries.  The  Doctor  is  highly 
esteemed  in  his  community,  and  is  a  useful  factor 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  social  system. 


'if?  OHN  GATES,  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ire¬ 
land,  in  .Tune,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  .John  and 
Catharine  (Corrigan)  (Tates,  also  natives  of 
Emerald  Isle.  The  parents  were  married  in 
1833,  and  ten  years  later,  in  184‘3,  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  and  made  settlement  in  Canada.  There  they 
continued  to  live  and  labor  until  their  death,  in 
1879  and  1843  respectively.  The  father  was  a  me¬ 
chanic  and  followed  his  trade  through  life.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  five  children :  John, 
our  subject;  Margaret, a  resident  of  Dundas,  Can¬ 
ada;  Jannie  E.,  who  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mr.  Aiken,  and  lives  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Will¬ 
iam,  of  Story  County,  Iowa,  and  Maria,  Mrs.  Ta¬ 
bor,  living  in  Cedar  Rapids.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  a  gentleman  highly  respected  and 
honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  Gates,  Jr.,  remained  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  at¬ 
tending  the  common  schools  and  assisting  in  the  la¬ 
bors  on  the  farm.  He  then  engaged  to  learn  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  five  years  at  the  same.  He  worked  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  as  a  “jour,”  and  in  the  fall  of  1858, 
came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Clinton,  until 
in  September,  1859,  when  he  came  to  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  and  engaged  as  foreman  for  R.  P.  Kingman, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  five  years.  He  then 
purchased  the  business  and  property,  and  has  since 
conducted  it,  meeting  with  gratifying  success. 


_ I P  . . ' 


In  1881,  Mr.  Gates  engaged,  with  Mr.  Douglas,: 
in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Gates  &  Douglas.  The  following  year 
they  took  in  Mr.  Gifford  as  partner,  and  the  name 
became  Gates,  Gifford  &  Douglas,  until  1884,  when 
Mr.  Gates  sold  his  interest  to  Gifford  &  Douglas. 
For  twenty-one  years  Mr.  Gates  has  continued  to: 
run  an  exclusive  retail  business,  the  oldest  dealer  of E 
the  kind  in  Linn  County.  His  place  of  business  is 
No.  28  South  First'street,  and  his  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Sixth  street. 

Mr.  Gates  was  married,  May  1,  18(50.  to  Miss 
Catharine  W  est,  a  native  of  County  Surrey,  En¬ 
gland.  Their  union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of 
five  children:  Fanny  J.  became  the  wife  of  L.  B. 
Lamb,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Marvin  J.  is  engaged  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business  on  Second  street,  Cedar  ] 
Rapids;  Frank  W.  is  a  clerk  in  his  father’s  store; 
Charles  I.  and  Ernest  D.  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Gates  has  become  considerably  interested  in 
the  purchase  of  Iowa  land.  He  is  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  been  Alderman  of  the  Second 
W  ard  for  eight  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Legion 
Honor.  Mr.  G.,  with  his  wife  and  children,  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  I 
is  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


NTIIONY  SULEK.  The  gentleman  whose; 
name  heads  this  brief  notice  is  an  old  set-: 
tier  of  College  Township  and  a  very  pros¬ 
ed  '  perous  and  successful  farmer.  His  fine: 
homestead  lies  on  section  2G,  that  township,  and  em¬ 
braces  120  acres  of  highly  cultivated  and  valuable 
land.  Upon  coming  into  Iowa,  which  he  did  in 
1854,  Mr.  8.  made  his  first  location  in  Johnsor 
County,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  unimproved  land, 
and  immediately  set  about  its  cultivation,  and  soon 
brought  it  to  a  fine  condition  for  agricultural  pur¬ 
poses.  He  has  since  presented  this  to  his  eldest  son, 
Frank. 

Mr.  S.  came  to  Linn  County  in  187G,  and  settle! 
on  the  tract  of  land  which  constitutes  his  presents  ' 
This  was  only  partially  improved  when; 

but  like  his  former  land;  jj 
he  has  also  brought  this  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.! 


homestead 
he  took  possession  of  it 
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Mr.  S.  is  a  native  of  Bohemia  and  was  born  May 
28,  1820.  The  name  of  his  father  was  Anthony  Su- 
lek,  who  was  born  in  the  same  place  as  his  son,  and 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Thresea  Langer.  The  lives 
of  the  parents  terminated  in  their  native  land.  An¬ 
thony  was  the  youngest  of  eleven  children,  four  sons 
and  seven  daughters.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
country  to  Miss  Barbara  Sladek,  who  was  born  in 
the  same  vicinity  as  her  husband.  Their  marriage 
occurred  in  May,  1842,  and  after  the  birth  of  two 
sons,  Frank  and  Anthony,  they  became  desirous  of 
seeking  their  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  They 
accordingly  set  out  for  the  United  States,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  young  State  of  Iowa,  glowing  ac¬ 
counts  of  which  had  reached  them  even  in  their  na¬ 
tive  land.  As  before  stated,  they  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Johnson  County,  and  Mr.  Sulek  by  his  en¬ 
ergy  and  industry  has  accumulated  a  competency. 
These  qualities  in  his  character  were  duly  appreci¬ 
ated  by  the  then  young  community,  no  less  than 
they  are  at  this  later  day,  when  he  occupies  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  his  township  second  to  none. 

Religiously  Mr.  S.  is  broad  and  liberal  in  his 
views,  and  politically  upholds  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  well-informed  man  and 
an  intelligent  thinker,  and  may  be  classed  as  one  of 
the  first  citizens  of  his  township. 

As  an  excellent  representative  of  the  agricultural 
class  of  Linn  County,  we  give  a  lithographic  por¬ 
trait  of  Mr.  Sulek  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


DWARD  M.  CROW,  the  first  white  man  to 
locate  within  the  borders  of  Linn  County 
and  begin  the  work  of  transforming  a  wil¬ 
derness  into  a  prosperous  and  thickly  inhabited 
country,  and  which  work  he  has  been  permitted  to 
see  carried  on  so  magnificently  during  these  more 
than  fifty  years,  is  to-day  a  prominent  and  in¬ 
fluential  citizen  of  the  county,  residing  on  one  of 
the  largest  and  best  cultivated  farms  in  Buffalo 
Township.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Crow  were  John 
and  Mary  (Millis)  Crow,  natives  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  but  had  removed  to  Orange  County,  Ind.,  be¬ 
fore  their  marriage.  That  event  occurred  June  20, 
1815,  and  they  remained  in  that  county  until  the 
spring  of  1834,  when  they  went  to  Chicago  and 


where  they  lived  for  one  season.  Joliet  in  that 
early  day  enjoying  greater  prospects  for  future  de¬ 
velopment,  the  elder  Crow  left  Chicago  and  moved 
to  the  former  place.  He  remained  there,  however, 
for  only  six  months,  when  he  went  into  Kane  Coun-  ^ 
ty,  Ill.,  and  settled  near  Geneva,  where  the  mother 
died,  Jan.  9,  1836.  John  Crow  was  subsequent!}' 
married  to  Miss  Docia  Hill,  of  Naperville,  Ill.,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1838  they  came  into  Linn  County 
and  settled  east  of  where  the  town  of  Viola  now  is. 
Here  the  father  died,  March  3,  1841. 

By  his  first  marriage  John  Crow  became  the 
father  of  eight  children.  There  were  none  by  the 
second.  Of  the  children  by  his  first  marriage  the 
record  is  as  follows:  Edward  M. ;  Garrison  C.  died 
in  California,  Dec.  13,  1875;  Wesley  died  in  Grant 
County,  Wis.,  Oct.  8, 1883;  Nelson  V.  A.  is  a  bank¬ 
er  and  capitalist,  and  resides  at  St.  Charles,  Minn. ; 
Esther,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Julius  A.  Feet, 
and  died  in  Jones  County,  this  State,  Feb.  22,  1883 ; 
Nancy  was  the  wife  of  Truman  J.  Feet,  and  died  in 
Buffalo  Township,  Nov.  1,  1854;  John  died  in 
Jones  County,  Iowa'  Nov.  17,  1873;  Mary  was  the 
wife  of  Charles  C.  White,  and  died  in  California, 
June  10,  1864. 

Edward  M.  was  eighteen  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Chicago,  and  remained  with  them  in 
their  journeys  until  the  autumn  of  1835,  when  he 
returned  to  his  native  county,  Orange  County,  Ind., 
for  it  was  in  that  county,  in  the  town  of  Paoli,  that 
he  was  born,  June  4,  1816.  He  attended  school 
one  winter  after  his  return,  but,  like  many  another, 
was  seized  with  the  western  fever.  He  purchased 
a  horse  and  started  for  Kane  County,  Ill.,  making 
the  trip  on  horseback.  He  remained  there  until 
June  4,  1837,  when  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  into 
Iowa,  coming  into  Linn  County,  and  on  Independ¬ 
ence  Day  laid  claim  to  a  large  tract  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Brown  Township,  on  sections  13  and  14,  east 
of  where  Viola  now  stands.  Tie  at  once  returned  to 
Fox  River,  Ill.,  and  a  short  time  afterward,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  James  Dawson  and  his  brother,  Garrison 
Crow,  purchased  six  yoke  of  cattle  and  made  prep¬ 
aration  to  return  to  Linn  County. 

The  little  wagon  train  left  Fox  River  the  latter 
part  of  August,  and  reached  its  destination  in  Linn 
County  Sept.  5,  1837.  They  erected  a  shanty  on 
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Crow  Creek,  in  Brown  Township.  This  stream  was 
named  by  United  States  Surveyors  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Crow,  who  was  living  on  the  banks  of  the  creek 
when  they  arrived.  The  little  company  immedi¬ 
ately  began  cutting  the  prairie  grass  for  hay  and 
making  general  preparations  for  the  winter  season. 
Later  on  Edward,  in  company  with  .John  doslin, 
returned  to  Illinois  after  a  supply  of  provisions  to 
carry  them  through  the  winter.  A  snow  storm 
overtook  them  on  their  trip  from  Illinois,  and  they 
left  their  teams  at  a  Mr.  Nye’s,  then  re-crossed  the 
river  to  Illinois,  went  back  into  the  country  fifteen 
mm  or  twenty  miles,  bought  corn,  meat  and  other  provis¬ 
ions,  and  hired  teams  to  haul  it  to  the  river,  which 
they  crossed,  and  at  Nye’s  mill  got  their  corn 
ground.  They  then  started  for  the  big  woods  on 
the  “  Wapsie.”  When  the}'  reached  Cherry  Grove 
a  heavy  snow  storm  overtook  them,  and  they  waded 
through  the  deep  snow  and  reached  their  cabins  the 
following  night.  They  then  went  to  work  to  finish 
their  shanty,”  and  from  this  rude  beginning  dates 
the  settlement  of  Linn  County. 

The  winter  following  was  intensely  cold,  long 
and  dreary,  and  the  privations  endured  by  the  lit¬ 
tle  band  of  pioneers  were  exceedingly  great.  Snow 
lay  about  two  feet  deep  on  the  level.  On  the  22d 
of  February  Mr.  Crow  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Illinois  to  meet  his  father  and  family,  who  had  also 
started  on  a  journey  westward.  On  the  third  day 
after  starting  they  reached  Black  Dick’s  Point, 
which  was  a  small  grove  of  timber.  The  trail  was 
Ju,  so  bad  that  they  could  only  travel  about  eight 
miles  a  day.  The  ice  on  the  river  was  weakened 
by  the  January  thaw,  but  had  been  somewhat 
strengthened  by  subsequent  cold,  but  it  now  being 
in  the  latter  part  of  February,  the  little  band  of 
travelers  were  fearful  that  it  was  not  strong  enough 
to  bear  the  full  weight  of  their  ox-teams,  so  they 
unhitched  them  and  drew  the  wagon  across  the 
river  with  one  ox,  the  other  oxen  being  led  at  a 
safe  distance  in  the  rear.  Upon  the  island  in  the 
river  the}'  met  with  a  band  of  wood-choppers  who 
were  cutting  wood  for  steamboats.  During  their 
trip  from  Linn  County  to  the  Mississippi,  however, 
they  had  met  only  one  white  man,  a  trapper  by  the 
name  of  Wheat.  They  proceeded  on  their  journey 
to  Prophetstown,  where  they  crossed  Rock  River 
on  the 


ice,  meeting  between  the  twro  rivers  only 


three  white  settlers.  After  leaving  Rock  River 
and  passing  Pawpaw  Grove  about  twelve  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  they  met  a  little  cavalcade  on  sleds,  which 
proved  to  be  that  of  their  parents.  The  following 
day  the  snow  gave  out,  the  sledges  with  which  the 
parents  had  traveled  were  thrown  aside,  and  the 
balance  of  the  journey  made  with  wagons.  They 
followed  down  Rock  River  to  about  within  four 
miles  of  its  mouth,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi  at 
Davenport,  reaching  home  about  April  10,  1838. 
The  elder  Crow  brought  with  him  some  fifty  head 
of  cattle  and  about  the  same  number  of  hogs, 
which  were  the  first  swine  brought  to  the  big- 
woods. 

That  winter  will  ever  be  remembered  by  the  sur¬ 
viving  members  of  this  little  party.  It  required 
strong  hands  and  brave  hearts  to  meet  and  over¬ 
come  the  difficulties  that  beset  their  way.  The  win¬ 
ter,  however,  passed  away  and  found  them  in  safety 
and  with  renewed  courage  to  begin  the  labors  be¬ 
fore  them.  Our  subject  then  began  to  improve  his 
claim,  but  in  October  of  the  same  year  sold  it  and 
returned  to  Orange  County,  Ind.,  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  school  that  winter.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  however,  he  had  made  a  claim  in  Buffalo 
Township,  and  had  built  a  shanty  there.  This 
land  he  afterward  improved,  and  upon  it  is  es¬ 
tablished  the  homestead  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Crow  relates  among  other  experiences  en¬ 
dured  during  the  early  history  of  the  county,  that 
he  was  compelled  to  go  to  the  lead  mines  at 
Galena,  Ill.,  to  get  his  mail,  a  distance  of  sixty 
miles.  These  trips  were  frequently  made  on  foot, 
and  then  he  was  compelled  to  pay  twenty -five  cents 
for  each  letter.  One  time  he  went  to  Davenport, 
fifty  miles,  to  get  his  plow  sharpened  and  coulter 
mended,  so  that  he  might  continue  his  work  of 
breaking  the  prairie.  The  first  grain  raising  was 
sod  corn  and  buckwheat.  He  went  to  Sage  & 
Thompson’s  mill,  five  miles  above  Dubuque,  on  the 
Little  Iowa  River,  to  get  his  corn  and  buckwheat 
cracked.  The  mill  was  so  imperfect  that  it  would 
not  even  bolt  the  buckwheat.  This  trip  was  made 
with  ox-teams  and  required  ten  days.  He  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  camp  out  and  carry  food  for  himself  and 
cattle.  He  frequently  had  to  cut  the  ice  or  scatter 
old  hay  along,  and  pour  water  over  it  and  let 
it  freeze,  so  as  to  keep  the  cattle  from  slipping. 
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At  other  times,  when  there  was  no  ice,  they  had  to 
build  rafts  to  cross  streams. 

In  the  winter  of  1838-39,  Edward  Crow  attend- 
i  e<l  school  in  Orange  County,  Ind.,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring,  in  April,  returned  to  his  claim  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township,  only  to  find  that  the  shanty  he  built 
had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  He  at  once  re-built, 
.  and  has  since  made  Buffalo  Township  his  home. 
He  erected  a  good  brick  house  and  has  made  great 
improvements  on  the  farm.  From  a  small  begin- 
.  ning  he  increased  his  landed  interests,  so  that  at 
one  time  he  owned  upward  of  1,300  acres  in  Linn 


He  has  since  disposed  of 
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part  of  it,  and  now  has  only  400  acres  in  Buffalo 
fifty-eight  in  Jones  County,  also  a  bio- 
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Township, 

stone  quarry,  eighty  acres  in  Kansas,  and  157  acres 
in  Crawford  County,  Iowa.  He  feeds  about  sixty 
head  of  cattle,  six  head  of  horses,  and  fattens  about 
fifty  head  of  hogs  annually. 

Edward  M.  Crow  was  first  married  in  Linn  Town¬ 
ship,  Linn  County,  Nov.  14, 1839,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bennett,  who  taught  the  first  school  in  Linn  County. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Ezra  Bennett,  who  was  lost 
at  sea.  Mrs.  Crow  was  born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
but  reared  in  Canada.  By  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  she  became  the  mother  of  two  children :  Mary 
E.,  born  Nov.  11,  1840,  and  John  W.,  born  May 
4,  1842.  Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  John  Wall, 
and  died  at  Redwood,  Minn.,  April  18, 1868.  John 
resides  in  California,  and  is  a  stone  and  brick  mason 
by  trade,  and  the  owner  of  a  good  property  at 
[  Fresno  City.  He  was  a  member  of  the  3lst  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  over  three  years  in  the  late 
Civil  War.  Mrs.  Crow  departed  this  life  in  Buffalo 
Township,  Feb.  5,  1844. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Crow  took  place  in 
Brown  Township,  Nov.  14,  1848.  The  lady  of  his 
choice  was  Mrs.  Narcissa  E.  Bowman,  the  widow  of 
Isaac  Bowman.  Of  this  union  three  children  were 
born:  Willard  D.,  Nov.  7,  1849;  Edward  L., 
Nov.  13,  1852,  and  Nancy  E.,  May  3,  1856. 
M  illard  D.  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Monona  County,  this  State;  Edward  L.  is  a 
stock-dealer  in  the  same  county,  and  Nancy,  the 
wife  of  George  S.  Elwood,  resides  in  Washington 
County,  Kan. ;  he  is  a  large  land-owner,  and  ships  a 
great  deal  of  stock.  Mrs.  Narcissa  E.  Crow  died  in 
Buffalo  Township,  July  17,  1857. 
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Mr.  Crow  was  again  married,  in  Anamosa,  Dec.  8, 
1 860,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Green,  widow  Addison  Green. 
Of  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
Jefferson  D.,  born  Dec.  25,  1861 ;  Nelson  M.,  March 
19,  1863;  Sarah  E.,  Sept.  18, 1864;  Charles  F.,  Aug. 
5, 1866;  Garrison  M.,  April  28,  1868;  Louis  N.,  Aug. 
17,  1870;  Orpha  B.,  Sept.  30,  1871.  Jefferson  is  a 
farmer,  and  resides  in  Buffalo  Township;  Nelson 
also  resides  in  this  township,  and  is  pursuing  the 
same  occupation;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Ona  Carl, 
and  they  reside  in  Buffalo  Township;  Charles  and 
Orpha  reside  at  home.  Garrison  and  Louis  N.  are 
deceased.  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Crow  passed  to  the  un¬ 
known  land  Nov.  3,  1872. 

Mr.  Crow  is  a  man  who  has  enjoyed  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  large  extent,  and 
has  held  the  minor  offices  of  the  township.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  nine 
years,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  early  life. 
He  began  life  poor  in  pocket,  but  possessed  an 
abundant  share  of  energy  and  determination.  He 
has  identified  himself  with  the  interests  of  Linn 
County,  and  has  contributed  his  share  in  building 
it  up  and  assisting  to  maintain  it  in  its  present  con¬ 
dition.  He  possesses  a  generous  disposition  and  is 
genial  and  hospitable,  and  his  homestead  forms  one 
of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  Linn  County.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Universalist,  broad  and  lib¬ 
eral  in  his  ideas.  Politically  he  is  an  Andrew  Jack- 
son  Democrat,  decisive  in  the  expression  of  his 
principles  and  unyielding  in  the  maintenance  of 
them. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  the  portrait  of 
Mr.  Crow,  the  first  settler  of  Linn  County,  and  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  honor  belongs  for  striking 
the  first  blow  for  the  development  of  one  of  the 
finest  counties  in  the  Northwest.  He  is  to-day  an 
active,  energetic  old  gentleman,  and  never  was 
confined  to  his  bed  a  day  by  sickness  in  his  life. 


B.  MORSE,  a  respected  and  honored  citizen 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  having  passed  his  three¬ 
score  years  and  ten  of  active  business  life,  as 
farmer  and  merchant,  is  now  living  in  quiet  retire¬ 
ment  from  active  labor.  He  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
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County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Lydia  (Ford)  Morse,  natives  of  Vermont. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  a  farmer,  after  the 
death  of  the  mother,  in  New  York  State,  came  to 
Iowa,  in  about  1874,  and  lived  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Almira  Doolittle,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  until  his 
decease,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  They 
had  a  family  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Orson  15.;  Hiram,  a  resident  of  Racine 

County,  Wis. ;  Almira;  Mrs.  Doolittle,  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids;  Angeline,  Mrs.  McGregory,  of  Hampton,  this 
State;  Alney  N.,  a  resident  of  Oregon,  and  Rosalia, 
Mrs.  George,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Orson  B.  Morse  attended  the  common  schools 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  soon  after¬ 
ward  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  and  drug¬ 
store,  in  the  meantime  attending  school  in  the  win¬ 
ter,  and  continued  in  this  capacity  for  some  five 
years,  or  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  drug  and  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  After  eight 
years,  at  Milwaukee,  he  sold  out  and  purchased  a 
hotel,  and  also  a  farm  nine  miles  from  that  city,  and 
for  nine  years  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

nlle  then  sold  his  property  and  went  to  East  Troy, 
Wis.,  where  he  purchased  a  hotel,  and  for  two  years 
again  acted  as  genial  “  mine  host.”  He  then 
rented  his  hotel,  and,  returning  to  Milwaukee,  once 
more  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  for  a  short 
time. 

In  1865  Mr.  Morse  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and 
purchased  a  storehouse  and  stock,  on  First  street, 
and  was  interested  in  the  grocery  business  until  1 868, 
when  he  was  burned  out,  entailing  a  loss  of  be¬ 
tween  $3,000  and  $4,000.  He  re-built  and  continued 
the  business  until  1884,  when  he  retired  from  trade. 
He  purchased  the  lot  where  he  lives  in  1871,  and 
erected  his  residence  in  1883. 

Orson  B.  Morse  was  married,  in  1841,  to  Miss 
Jane  McCready,  a  native  of  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
and  of  the  nine  children  born  to  them,  five  are  now 
living:  William,  a  resident  of  Sioux  City,  is  Dep¬ 
uty  Sheriff  of  Woodbury  County ;  he  married  Miss 
Kate  Ebley,  and  they  have  four  children — Alice, 
William,  John  and  Libby;  Lydia  A.,  Mrs.  Logan, 
is  a  resident  of  San  Francisco;  Julia,  Mrs.  Harring¬ 
ton,  is  a  resident  of  Minnesota,  and  has  borne  her 
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husband  three  sons — Willie.  George  and  Irvin ; 
Albert,  and  Cornelia,  Mrs.  Conklin,  live  in  Kansas. 

Mrs.  Morse  departed  this  life,  Sept.  11,  1864,  in 
East  Troy,  Wis.,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stansby, 
daughter  of  Peter  Olcson,  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  1867.  By  her  former  husband,  Edward 
Stansby,  she  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Maria,  Mrs.  Wheeler,  a  resident  of  Minne¬ 
sota,  and  mother  of  four  children — George,  Hattie, 
Carrie  and  Wallie:  Carrie,  Mrs.  King,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  the  mother  of  a  son — Walter;  Mary,  tj 
Mrs.  Mason,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Christopher,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Cedar  Rapids,  married  Nannie  Frazee,  and 
they  have  one  son — Earle. 

Dir.  Morse  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  while  a  ~ 
resident  of  Wisconsin,  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  City  Clerk  and  School  Director. 


OTTMAR.  a  prosperous  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  dealer 
in  boots  and  shoes,  and  located  at  No. 

13  First  avenue.  He  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  was  born  Feb.  25,  1840.  His  parents  5  ;> 
were  Frederick  and  Mary  (Seger)  Ottraar,  also  na-  r 
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tives  of  the  Fatherland,  where  the  father  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  occupation  which  is  here  followed  by 
his  son,  and  was  also  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  : 
shoes.  He  departed  this  life  in  his  native  land  in  B 
1880,  the  mother  surviving  him  only  two  years 
The  parental  household  consisted  of  nine  children 
five  living:  Justinia  and  Philip  are  still  in  Ger-  ' 
many ;  Michael  and  Godfrey  are  in  Cedar  Rapids,  \ 
and  Jacob  is  in  Iowa  Falls. 

Michael  Ottmar  attended  school  from  the  age  of 
six  to  fourteen  years  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
day.  He  served  a  two  years’  apprenticeship  with 
his  father  at  boot  and  shoe  making,  and  then  be-  jjiu 
came  desirous  of  something  better  than  the  prospect  g  [ 
offered  him  in  his  native  country,  and  accordingly,  p 
emigrated  to  America,  and  going  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  g 
he  worked  fora  time  at  his  trade.  Thence  he  Avent 
to  Michigan  City  and  remained  three  months,  and 
from  there  to  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  for  two  years. 
After  this  he  visited  several  States,  finally  return¬ 
ing  to  Indiana,  where  he  worked  as  a  journeyman 
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until  1869.  He  had  been  industrious  and  econo¬ 
mical  amid  all  his  wanderings  and  had  saved  his 
money,  so  that  now  he  was  in  condition  to  set  up 
in  business  for  himself.  He  purchased  a  stock  of 
boots  and  shoes  and  commenced  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  selling  of  the  same  goods.  He  has  been 
prospered  in  his  business  venture,  and  gives  em¬ 
ployment  to  three  men.  He  is  ranked  among  the 
best  business  men  of  the  city,  and  has  a  comfort¬ 
able  home  at  No.  521  First  Street  West. 

Mr.  Ottmar  married  Miss  Jane  Keif  in  1864. 
Of  this  union  two  children  were  born :  Katie,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Eliza  A.  Mrs.  Jane  Ottmar 
departed  this  life  Nov.  17,  1872.  In  1875  he  con¬ 
tracted  a  second  marriage,  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Moore,  daughter  of  Martin  Moore,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
who  has  retired  from  active  business.  Of  this 
union  one  child  has  been  born,  Frederick  M. 

Mr.  Ottmar  is  a  first-class  citizen,  and  an  earnest 
supporter  of  education,  morality  and  good  order. 
He  Started  in  life  from  a  humble  beginning  and  se¬ 
cured  his  possessions  solely'  by  the  exercise  of  in¬ 
dustry,  perseverance  and  economy.  Politically  he 
uniformly  supports  the  principles  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. 


<|  jp  N.  WATSO 
\J  business  ma: 
Vw  sive  dealer  : 


N.  WATSON,  an  energetic  and  prosperous 
man  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  an  exten- 
in  pianos  and  organs,  and  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  No.  39  South  Second  street,  opposite  the 
post-office.  He  handles  standard  instruments — the 
Packard  orchestral  organs,  and  Ernest  Gabler  Bro. 
and  Hallet  &  Canston  pianos,  making  a  specialty  of 
these  latter. 

Mr.  Watson  is  a  native  of  Lower  Canada,  born 
Dec.  22,  1835,  and  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Yarnall)  Watson,  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  England. 
William  Watson  was  in  early  life  engaged  in  the 
saddlery  and  harness  business,  and  came  to  Canada 
in  1834,  locating  near  the  Vermont  line  at  a  place 
designated  as  Dunham  Flats.  He  remained  here 
until  1855,  then  sold  out  and  removed  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  purchased 
120  acres  four  miles  from  the  city  and  remained 
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upon  this  four  years,  when  he  sold  it  and  removed 
to  Cedar  Falls  and  resumed  his  former  business, 
saddlery  and  harness,  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1862.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this 
life  twenty  years  later,  in  1882.  They  had  become 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  the  record  being  as  follows :  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  Collins,  is  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  Eliza,  widow 
of  Orrin  Wilkins,  is  a  resident  of  Allen’s  Grove, 
Wis. ;  Mr.  Wilkins  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil 
War  and  served  with  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry.  He 
contracted  a  fatal  disease  while  in  the  service,  was 
sent  home  and  died  before  the  close  of  the  war; 
Jennie  and  Ettie  are  residents  of  Waterloo,  Iowa; 
William  N.,  our  subject;  George  H.  is  a  speculator 
operating  in  Waterloo;  Charles  W.  is  dealing  in 
horses,  and  is  also  a  resident  of  Waterloo. 

The  subject  of  bur  sketch  remained  at  home  and  at¬ 
tended  the  public  school  until  fifteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  learned  the  saddlery  and  harness  business 


under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  and  remained  in 
the  office  of  the  latter  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  ! 
He  then  engaged  with  the  Minnesota  Indian  Trad¬ 
ing  Company,  with  Forbes,  Ketson,  Sibley  and 
Steele  at  the  head,  and  operated  four  years  at  Ft. 
Snelling  and  Oak  Grove,  having  charge  of  their 
horses  and  Indian  goods.  He  then  went  to  North- 
field,  Rice  Co.,  Minn.,  engaged  in  the  hotel  business, 
and  was  agent  for  the  Minnesota  Stage  Company 
and  at  the  same  time  served  as  Deputy  under  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  Josiah  Fuller.  There  he  re¬ 
mained  until  August,  1862. 

The  late  Civil  War  had  been  in  progress  several 
months,  and  as  there  seemed  no  prospect  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  settlement  of  the  difficulty  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  Mr.  Watson  resolved  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  Union,  and  accordingly  enlisted 
in  Co.  A.,  7th  Minnesota.  He  was  at  once  appointed 
wagon-master  and  made  Ids  first  fighting  record  at 
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the  New  Ulm  massacre.  After  this  he  returned  to  Ft. 
Snelling  and  was  there  permanently  detailed  as  post 
wagon-master,  which  position  he  held  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  when  he  received  a  serious  injury  and 
was  discharged  in  consequence  of  disability.  The 
accident  came  about  in  this  wise :  He  was  assisting 
in  moving  arms  from  the  camp  to  the  armory  and 
overtaxed  his  muscles,  while  at  the  same  time 
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received  a  kick  from  a  mule,  in  consequence  of 
which  lie  was  laid  up  for  eight  months. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Watson,  in  1  «s G 4 ,  started 
East,  lie  visited  Vineland,  N.  J.,  and  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  Cape  May,  and  was  occupied  six 
months  in  recruiting  and  being  treated  for  his  ail¬ 
ments.  While  at  New  York  City,  having  $500  in 
his  pocket,  he  decided  upon  taking  a  trip  to  En¬ 
gland  for  his  health.  lie  went  to  the  steamship 
office  in  Brooklyn  and  inquired  what  it  would  cost 
and  was  informed  it  would  be  $83.  He  handed 
out  two  $50  bills  and  said,  “Take  your  pas¬ 
sage  fare,”  but  the  agent  informed  him  he  must 
have  more,  as  greenbacks  were  then  only  worth 
forty-two  cents  on  the  dollar.  He  made  up  his 
mind  that  the  trip  under  these  circumstances  would 
be  too  expensive,  and  pocketed  his  money,  turned 
his  face  westward,  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  caine 
into  Iowa.  At  Cedar  Falls  he  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  which  he  conducted  for  four  years,  then 
sold  out  and  became  interested  in  the  trade  in 
musical  instruments,  in  which  he  embarked  and 
continued  until  1870.  He  now  sold  this  business, 
went  to  Laporte  City^,  and  with  his  brother  Charles 
engaged  in  the  livery  and  omnibus  business,  having 
in  connection  with  this  also  a  music  store.  He  op¬ 
erated  thus  until  the  summer  of  1884,  then  sold  out 
and  engaged  with  James  A.  Guest,  of  Burlington, 
as  traveling  salesman  for  pianos  and  organs  until 
NoV.  1,  1885.  He  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and 
established  his  present  business,  which  bids  fair  to 
become  extensive  and  successful. 

Mr.  Watson  assumed  marital  and  domestic  ties  in 
1858.  He  was  then  married  to  Miss  Isabella  H. 
Silk,  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  but  a  resident  of 
St.  Paul,  and  daughter  of  John  Silk,  of  that  city. 
Of  their  union  three  children  were  born :  Bertha, 
now  Mrs.  Dr.  R.  W.  Butler,  residing  at  Brown’s 
Grove,  Kan.,  and  mother  of  three  children — James, 
Bert  and  Robert;  Albert  N.  married  Miss  Lena 
Clark,  daughter  of  Dr.  R.  H.  Clark,  of  Laporte 
City,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Lura;  this 
son  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at  Cedar 


si;?  Rapids  with  Armstrong  &  Buchanan ;  Edward  A.  is 
clerking  for  the  above  named  firm. 

Mr.  Watson  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860.  He  considers  that  he 


has  had  reason  to  change  his  political  views  since  |  i 
that  time  and  he  is  now  wholly  independent.  r: 


F.  M.  Thomson  Post  i 


lie  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

No.  187.  Laporte  City.  He  is  a  popular  member  ::  ' 
of  society  and  a  wide-awake  and  energetic  business  3 
man,  and  is  on  the  high  road  to  a  competency.  The  : 
pleasant  family  residence  is  located  at  No.  142  Six¬ 
teenth  avenue. 
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RS.  MARY  A.  CROW.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  highly  respected  lady,  resides 
with  her  brother-in-law,  E.  M.  Crow,  on 
section  24  of  Buffalo  Township,  Linn 
County,  and  is  occupied  as  a  housekeeper  for  him. 

She  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Garrison  C.  Crow,  who 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  20,  1817, 
and  died  in  Fresno  County,  Cal.,  Dec.  13,  1875. 

He  came  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  that  his  brother,  E.  M.  Crow,  became  a 
resident  of  the  State,  and  endured  the  hai’dships 
and  rewards  of  pioneer  life  with  him.  These  are 
fully  illustrated  in  the  sketch  of  E.  M.  Crow,  which 
may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 

Mary  A.  Crow  was  the  third  child  of  her  parents’ 
family,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
her  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1844.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  and  Frances  (Sherwood)  Simmons, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and  •  t]; 
North  Carolina.  Benjamin  Simmons  was  born  in 
1799,  and  his  wife  Frances  in  1803.  They  emigra¬ 
ted  with  their  respective  parents  to  Indiana  in  early 
life,  and  were  there  later  united  in  marriage.  Their 
household  included  twelve  children,  as  follows:  A. 

N.,  II.  S.,  Mary  A.,  D.  S.,  Nancy  J.,  J.  T.,  Hannah 
A.,  Margaret  L.,  John  T.,  Hester  E.,  Elizabeth  F. 
and  Adeline  F. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Crow  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1828.  She  re¬ 
mained  with  her  parents,  receiving  a  careful  home 
training  and  a  fair  education  in  the  common 
schools.  She  was  united  in  marriage  with  Garrison 
C.  Crow,  in  1844,  and  of  their  union  there  were 
born  six  children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows: 

The  eldest  died  unnamed,  in  infancy;  Augusta  B. 
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died  Oct.  11,  1852,  in  Marion  County,  Iowa;  Al¬ 
bertos  D.  married  Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Lake,  Oct.  17, 
1876,  and  resides  at  Placerville,  Cal.;  Sylvanus  A. 
married  Miss  Melissa  S.  Khanklin,  June  12,  1872, 
and  died  in  Placerville,  June  25,  1886;  Nancy  P. 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Boltinghonse,  May  4, 
1871,  and  resides  near  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  John  H., 
unmarried,  is  a  resident  of  Yam  Hill  Count}',  Ore. 

The  married  life  of  Mrs.  Crow  has  been  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  that  of  most  farmers’  wives,  in  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  has  been  spent  in  traveling.  In 
1853,  accompanied  by  her  husband,  she  went 


overland  from  Iowa  to  Oregon,  and  thence  to 
California,  and  returned  by  way  of  the  Isthmus, 
Nicaraugua  and  New  York  City.  After  some  time 
spent  at  home,  and  on  account  of  the  failing  health 
of  her  husband,  they  once  more  proceeded  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  from  which  he  never  returned  alive.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Crow  made  another 
trip  to  Oregon,  on  a  visit  with  her  children,  and  then 
returned  to  her  home  in  Buffalo  Township,  where 
she  is  at  present  residing,  surrounded  by  numerous 
relatives  and  friends,  and  enjoying  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community,  of  which  she  has 
so  long  been  a  resident.  She  was  an  affectionate 
and  exemplary  wife,  is  a  faithful  and  loving- 
mother,  and  honored  by  all  who  know  her  as  hav¬ 
ing  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a  true  woman,  upon  whom 
has  devolved  great  responsibilities. 


H.  ARMSTRONG,  of  the  firm  of  Armstrong 


Buchanan,  grocers,  at  Nos.  12  and  14 


South  Third  street,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born 
in  Davenport,  Iowa,  June  9,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of 
W.  B.  and  Phoebe  A.  (Hough)  Armstrong,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  respectively.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in  teaching 
and  merchandising  in  the  former  State  and,  in  1854, 
moved  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Linn 
County  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lisbon,  where  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  and  real-estate  business. 
After  a  residence  of  three  years  on  the  farm,  he 
moved  to  Davenport,  and  there  purchased  an  in¬ 
terest  in  a  dry-goods  store,  but  subsequently  re¬ 
moved  to  Mt.  Vernon,  where  we  find  him  in  the 


mercantile  business  until  1883,  when  he  sold  out 
and  moved  to  Marion,  embarking  in  the  same  vo¬ 
cation,  where  he  is  now  still  conducting  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  the  head  of  a  family  of  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Fraud  H.,  of  the  firm  of  Reed,  Murdock  & 
Fisher,  wholesale  grocers  of  Chicago;  William  II., 
our  subject;  and  Mary  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
William  Downie,  a  resident  of  Marion. 

William  H.  Armstrong  assisted  his  parents  in  the 
store  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  having  in  the 
meantime  attended  the  common  schools  and  Cor¬ 
nell  College  at  Mt.  Vernon,  and  received  a  good 
English  education.  On  leaving  home  he  went  to 
West  Union,  Fayette  County,  this  State,  where  he 
clerked  in  a  grocery  store  for  eighteen  months,  and 
went  thence  to  Oelwein.  There  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  but  after  continuing  it  for  nine 
months,  sold  out  and  we  next  hear  of  him  back  at 
West  Union  again,  and  again  in  the  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  in  which  he  has  an  interest  at  this  writing. 
Mr.  Armstrong  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1883, 
started  his  present  business,  and  subsequently  ad¬ 
mitted  Mr.  Buchanan  as  a  partner.  The  firm  at 
Cedar  Rapids  employs  seven  men  and  a  lady  book¬ 
keeper.  At  West  Union,  the}'  have  five  men  em¬ 
ployed.  The  firm  also  has  a  grocery  store  in 
Burlington,  employs  five  men  and  a  lady  cashier. 
The  firm  also  has  a  store  on  the  West  side,  Cedar 
Rapids,  which  they  established  in  1884,  and  employ 
three  men,  and  their  business  has  other  important 
branches. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss  Ella 
A.  McCullough,  a  native  of  Lyons,  Clinton  County, 
this  State,  and  daughter  of  Alexander  McCullough. 
Two  children  have  been  born  of  their  union;  Elta 
M.  and  Esther  M.  The  family  residence  is  pleas¬ 
antly  located  at  No.  13  South  Sixth  street.  Politi¬ 
cally  our  subject  is  a  Democrat;  religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  met  with  reverses  during  life, 
being  burned  out  in  1884,  and  sustaining  a  loss  of 
about  $4,000.  partially  covered  by  insurance.  He 
is  a  self-made  man  never  having  received  a  legacy, 
and  what  he  possesses  of  this  world’s  goods  he  has 
accumulated  by  his  own  energy  and  perseverance. 
He  is  a  fair  representative  of  the  business  element 
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of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  contributed  his  quota 
toward  the  prosperity  of  the  business  and  industrial 
interests  of  the  city. 
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e  ON  HAD  KEPLER,  a  farmer,  residing  on 
section  4,  Franklin  Township,  is  a  native  of 
_  Frederick  County,  Md.,  and  born  Jan.  5, 
1811.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Kepler,  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  who  was  born  in  1778,  and  died  in  1848.  The 
parental  family  included  six  children — Rachel, 
John,  Peter,  Mary,  Conrad,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Henry.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  born 
in  1770,  being  about  eight  years  older  than  her 
husband.  She  departed  this  life  in  1841. 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer’s  boy,  and  re¬ 
mained  under  the  home  roof  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  maturity,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  dis¬ 
trict  school,  where  he  obtained  a  practical  educa¬ 
tion.  On  Dec.  10,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Lingenfelter,  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Lingenfelter,  also  born 
in  that  State.  Of  their  union  there  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  John  W.,  born  March  18,  1834, 
married  Miss  Sarah  Kepler:  Peter  H.,  born  May 
23,  1830,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Doty;  Thomas  S., 
born  Nov.  14,  1838,  married  Miss  Annie  Grove; 
Charles  W.,  born  Jan.  1,  1841,  married  Miss  Addie 
McClaskey;  Edwin  M.,  born  July  20,  1843,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  May  McKay ;  Howard  C.  was  born  May 
0,  1840;  Annie  R.,  born  (Jet.  20,  1848,  became  the 
wife  of  George  Riley,  and  they  are  living  at  Mt. 
Vernon;  Elizabeth  A.  married  Obadiah  Cole,  and 
they  are  residing  in  Jones  County,  this  State. 
Howard  C.  Kepler  was  born  in  Franklin  Township, 
attended  the  public  schools  and  also  supplemented 
his  education  by  a  course  of  study  at  Cornell  Col¬ 
lege,  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  lie  was  married,  Oct.  27,  1808,  to  Miss 
Mary  Neal,  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  April  11, 
1851,  and  daughter  of  Horace  and  Maria  (Turner) 
Neal,  and  of  their  union  three  children,  Harry, 
^  Hattie  and  Myrton,  have  been  born. 

Mr.  Kepler,  of  this  sketch,  left  Maryland  in  1843, 
and  with  his  family  started  for  the  land  of  the 
West  with  four  horses  and  a  wagon.  They  carried 
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their  household  effects  and  provisions  with  them, 
camping  and  cooking  by  the  way,  being  forty-five 
days  on  the  road.  Coming  to  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Iv.  purchased  240  acres  of  land  and  did  a  g;en- 
eral  farm  business  for  some  years,  but  is  now 
retired  from  active  labor.  1 1  is  wife  died  Dec.  29, 
1879,  and  was  laid  in  her  last  resting-place  at  Sugar 
Grove  Cemetery,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  At 
tlie  time  of  her  demise  she  had  been  a  zealous  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  fifty-two 
years,  and  her  loss  was  keenly  felt  by  a  wide  circle 
of  relatives  and  friends. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kepler  is  a  Democrat  and  wide 
awake  to  the  interests  of  the  party.  He  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  community  in  which 
he  resides. 

OBERT  PALMER,  manager  of  R.  G.  Dun  & 
Co.’s  mercantile  agency,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is 
a  native  of  England.  In  the  year  1850,  he 
was  born  at  Marlboro,  his  parents  being 
Samuel  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Edwards)  Palmer,  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  country.  His  father’s  life  has 
been  spent  in  the  service  of  an  old  established 
house,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  jobbing 
of  wines,  spirits,  etc.  He  is  now  living  a  retired 
life.  To  the  parental  household  there  was  born  a 
family  of  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Annie,  now  Mrs.  Carpenter,  of  Chippenham,  En¬ 
gland;  William,  a  resident  of  Marlboro;  Richard, 
living  at  Reading,  England;  Robert,  our  subject; 
John,  of  Market  Drayton,  England,  and  Sarah,  liv¬ 
ing  at  Marlboro.  Samuel  Palmer  is  an  old  and  re¬ 
spected  resident  of  a  typical  English  community, 
and  religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with 
the  Church  of  England. 

Robert  Palmer  was  a  mere  youth  of  fifteen  when 
lie  left  his  old  home.  He  had  received  a  practical 
education  at  the  National  Schools,  and  subsequently 
spent  two  years  in  a  select  school  at  Chippenham. 
He  then,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  went  into  the 
office  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad  Company,  at 
Chippenham,  to  learn  the  art  of  telegraphy,  where 
he  remained  one  year,  and  then  in  another  office, 
was  promoted  ticket  agent,  etc.,  for  the  same  com- 
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pany,  where  he  remained  until  1870.  lie  then  came 
to  America,  landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and  thence 
going  immediately  to  Chicago.  Four  months 
thereafter  were  passed  on  a  farm  a  few  miles  from 
the  city  with  a  former  acquaintance  of  his  father’s, 
tie  then  returned  to  the  city  and  obtained  a  situation 
as  book-keeper,  etc.,  in  a  market,  tilling  the  position 
for  sixteen  months,  when  he  engaged  with  the  firm 
of  Snoad  &  Kendall.  At  the  expiration  of  four 
months  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  Chicago  office 
of  the  R.  G.  Dun  Mercantile  Agency,  and  was  a 
faithful  and  devoted  employe  there  until  1881. 
I  hat  Mr.  Palmer,  in  this  capacity,  gave  his  super¬ 
iors  entire  satisfaction's  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
during  this  period,  among  100  other  employes  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  chief  clerk,  and 
was  then  sent  to  Cedar  Rapids  to  establish  and 
manage  a  branch  office.  Here  he  has  taken  rank 
among  the  prominent  men  of  the  city,  and  become 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  place. 
He  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  of  the  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  Saving  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the  first  projectors 
of  the  enterprise.  lie  is  Treasurer  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Athletic  Association,  is  a  member  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Board  of  Trade,  and  takes  an  interest 
in  city  matters  generally. 

Mr.  Palmer  was  united  in  marriage  in  1872,  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Fowler,  a  native  of  England,  and 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Bracher)  Fowler, 
who  came  to  America  in  1880,  where  the  father 
died  three  years  later.  _ The  mother  is  still  living, 
residing  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hodges,  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  have  a  family  of  three 
children— Samuel  R.,  William  A.  and  Edith  M.,  and 
they  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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|  WILLIAM  C.  RING,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
\nJI  Grant  Township,  occupies  a  fine  homestead 
v/w  on  section  21.  His  possessions  consist  of 
325  acres  of  finely-im proved  land,  a  substantial 
and  tasteful  farm  dwelling,  good  barns  and  out¬ 
houses,  costly  farming  implements  and  machinery, 
valuable  pens  of  cattle,  stables  of  horses,  and  every¬ 
thing  appertaining  to  a  first-class  farm  estate. 

William  C.  Ring  is  a  native  of  New  York  City, 


born  July  24,  182(1.  His  parents  were  Phillip  G. 
and  lamina  (Canfield)  Ring.  The  former  was  a 
native  of  Rhinebeck,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born 
Dec.  20,  1/89,  and  with  his  brother  William  served 
in  the  \Y  ar  of  1812.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  j 
Connecticut,  born  at  Stamford,  April  2,  1795;  she  ) 
departed  this  life  Jan.  2,  1835,  at  the  age  of  forty 
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years.  Her  husband  survived  her  until  July  23, 
1864,  and  died  in  Schodack,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y. 

He  was  of  German  parentage  and  ancestry,  and  his 
parents  were  George  and  Anna  Maria  Ring.  The 
father  was  born  Jan.  9,  1752,  in  Rhinebeck,  Dutch¬ 
ess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  April  14,  1818.  His  wife, 
Anna  Maria,  was  born  in  1756,  and  died  Oct.  1, 
1837.  Their  children  were,  George  G.,  John  G., 
David;  Lewis,  who  died  in  1882;  Peter,  Phillip  G., 
William,  Conrad  and  Anna  Maria.  The  parents  of 
George  Ring  were  Christopher  and  Maria  Magda¬ 
lena  Ring,  natives  of  Basle,  Switzerland,  the  father 
born  in  1714,  and  the  mother  in  1716. 

The  children  of  Phillip  G.  Ring,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  were,  Mary  S.,  Alfred  G.,  Abraham  L., 
Francis,  William  C.,  Hannah  and  Richard  C. 

William  C.  Ring  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  L. 
Bellus,  Dec.  20,  1850,  at  Fredonia,  Ohio,  by  Rev.  y 
Silas  Bailey,  President  of  the  Dennison  University 
at  Granville,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Sophia  Ring  was  born 
April  28,  1829,  in  the  town  of  Grove,  N.  Y.  She 
was  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  of  amiable  disposi¬ 
tion.  She  departed  this  life  April  17,  1867,  deeply 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Center 
Point  Cemetery,  this  county.  She  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  in  Ohio.  Their  names  are,  Eva  E.,  born  in 
Ohio,  April  25,  1853;  Ada  J.,  in  Iowa,  June  26, 
1855;  Mabel  FT,  Aug.  31,  1859;  the  infant  son 
was  born  April  12,  1865;  Algie  FI.,  April  17,  1866. 

William  C.  Ring  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  brother  Richard.  During  the  jour¬ 
ney  he  was  detained  by  being  mired  in  the  swamps, 
and  lost  one  horse.  He  arrived  in  Linn  County 
with  $500  in  his  pocket.  At  that  time  the  country 
was  thinly  settled,  and  the  pioneers  were  obliged  to 
travel  by  team  to  Davenport  to  procure  the  neces¬ 
saries  of  life. 

is  a  highly  esteemed  member  of  his 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


comnnmity,  and  is  interested  in  whatever  pertains 
to  the  welfare  of  the  county,  either  morally  or 
financially,  lie  is  the  friend  of  education,  and  lias 
taken  great  satisfaction  in  witnessing  the  progress 
of  civilization  in  his  adopted  State.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Yiana  Lodge  No. 
142,  at  Center  Point. 
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OIIN  II.  PALMER,  manufacturer  of  Palmer’s 
egg  case,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  was  born  July  29,  1880,  and 
is  a  son  of  Harvey  and  Phoebe  (Manchester) 
Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer  resided  with  his  parents  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  attending  the  common 
schools  and  working  in  a  mill.  He  next  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Oi’iskany  Falls,  Oneida 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  followed  the' business  until  1801. 

During  the  latter  year  Mr.  Palmer  disposed  of 
his  grocery  business,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  Civil  War  raised  Co.  I,  20th  N.  Y.  Yol. 
Inf.  lie  was  their  Captain  and  served  three 
months  in  the  first  call  for  75,000  men,  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  battle  of  Pull  Run.  After  returning 
home  he  came  to  Buchanan  County,  this  State, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  elevator  and 
merchandising  business,  buying  gra 
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thus  occupied  until  1870.  Disposing  of  his  busi¬ 
ness,  we  next  hear  of  him  in  Hudson,  Wis.,  in  the 
milling  business,  manufacturing  lumber,  in  which 
he  continued  for  about  three  years.  His  next  re¬ 
move  was  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  for  about  three  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  began  the  manufacture  of  egg  cases. 
He  employs  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  men,  and  is 
-  located  at  17  South  First  street. 

Mr.  Calmer  is  a  self-made  man,  and  all  that  he 
has  of  this  world’s  goods  has  been  accumulated 
through  his  own  persevering  industry  and  good 
judgment.  While  a  resident  of  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa,  he  built  two  elevators  at  Winthrop,  the  first 
one  erected  having  been  struck  by  lightning  and 
burned  to  the  ground.  Our  subject  was  a  prime 
mover  in  the  building  up  of  Winthrop,  and  to  him 
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its  present  prosperous  condition  is  largely  attribut¬ 
able.  He  gave  $1,000  to  one  church  alone,  and 
assisted  in  every  other  worthy  enterprise  calculated 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community. 

The  Palmer  family  is  traced  back  to  Northamp¬ 
tonshire,  England,  where  a  family  of  that  name 
lived  prior  to  1700.  William  Palmer  lived  on 
William  street,  London,  and  he  or  his  son  joined  a 
party  of  eight  others  who  came  to  New  York  early  \ 
in  the  last  century,  and,  going  up  the  Hudson 
River,  the  nine  partners  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  Dutchess  County,  in  about  1700.  As  near 
as  we  can  learn  John  II.  Palmer  is  a  descendant  of 
this  family.  They  were  farmers,  and  belonged  to 
the  (Quaker  Church  and  afterward  to  the  Presby¬ 
terian  and  Baptist  denominations. 

About  1790  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Palmer,  moved  to  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming.  His  children  were 
John,  Samuel,  Henry  and  Harvey.  Harvey  was 
the  father  of  our  subject.  On  attaining  the  age  of 
manhood  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Oriskany  Falls,  and  later  in  life  was  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y. 
Coming  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1881  he  continued  to  re¬ 
side  with  our  subject  until  the  winter  of  1885,  when 
he  made  a  visit  to  his  son,  FI.  FI.  Palmer,  of  Indepen¬ 
dence,  Iowa,  and  died  at  his  residence  March  27, 
1886.  His  good  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  home 
beyond  in  1863,  her  demise  taking  place  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  N.  Y.  Of  their  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  only  five  are  now  living:  John  II.,  our 
subject;  Henry  (i.,  an  extensive  farmer,  residing 
near  Warren,  in  Minnesota;  Alanson  L.,  residing 
at  Independence,  Iowa,  and  Cashier  for  twenty 
years  of  the  Cayuga  County  (N.  Y.)  Bank;  Harvey 
E.,  in  the  cold  storage  business  at  Independence; 
and  James  M.,  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College, 
New  York,  now  a  farmer  in  the  vicinity  of  Angus, 
Polk  Co.,  Minn. 

The  mother’s  ancestry  were  Lincolns  and  Man- 
chesters,  of  English  nativity.  They  settled  in 
Rhode  Island  about  1700,  where  the  family  became 
extinct.  It  was  revived  again  in  this  country  by 
the  coining  of  Seth  Lincoln  to  Madison  County, 

N.  Y..  about  1800.  He  engaged  in  farming,  and 
died  in  Cayuga  County,  that  State. 
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The  subject  of  this  history  was  married.  June  18, 
1864,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Walker.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics  and  casts  his  vote  with  his  party 
whenever  opportunity  occurs.  Religiously  he  is 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cnurch, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 


OA1I  WILSON  McKEAN,  Notary  Public 
and  Assistant  Postmaster  at  Mt.  Vernon, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
Aug.  27,  1814.  His  father,  Robert  McKean,  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  his  birth  occurring  in  March, 
1784.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  de¬ 
parted  this  life  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years.  He 
had  married  Miss  Martha  Wilson,  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  born  in  1787,  and  she  died  in  Bradford 
County,  Pa. 

Noah  Wilson  McKean  was  a  lad  of  fourteen 
}-ears  when  his  father  died.  He  continued  to  live 
upon  the  home  farm  for  six  years  afterward,  in  the 
meantime  attending  the  common  schools,  and  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  at  the  Athens  Academy.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  commenced  teaching, 
and  was  thus  occupied  a  part  of  the  time  for  three 
or  four  years,  and  afterward  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  until  1854.  Not  satisfied  with  his  condi¬ 
tion  or  his  prospects  he  determined  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  Hawkeye  State,  and,  coming  to  this 
county,  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  at  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  becoming  a  good  business  man  and  a  popular 
citizen.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Postmaster  by  President  Lincoln,  but  was 
removed  by  Johnson  in  the  fall  of  1866.  He  was 
reinstated  by  Gen.  Grant  when  the  latter  became 
President,  and  held  the  office  until  1873.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  acting  as  Notary  Public. 

Mr.  McKean  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
soon  after  coming  to  Mt.  Vernon,  and  served  in 
this  capacity  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  now 
Secretary  of  the  Village  School  Board,  having  held 
this  office  for  the  past  nineteen  years.  He  has 
filled  many  other  offices  in  the  village  and  has  ma¬ 
terially  assisted  in  advancing  its  interests. 

Mr.  McKean  was  married,  in  February,  1842,  to 
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Miss  Margaret  McCloskey,  who  was  born  in  Clin¬ 
ton  County,  Pa..  Aug.  15,  1817.  The  result  of 
this  union  was  the  birth  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Robert  G.  lives  in  Estherville,  Iowa;  Edward  W. 
is  Postal  Agent  on  the  Northwestern  Railroad,  run¬ 
ning  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Council  Bluffs,  his  res¬ 
idence  being  at  Marion;  Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Hall,  of  Red  Cloud,  Neb.;  Ella  M.  married 

J.  31.  Toms,  of  Marion;  Meda  J.,  Mrs.  31.  II. 

* 

Denny,  lives  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

iSoah  Wilson,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  received  a  pension  from  the  Government  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  years  of  his  life.  The  family  was  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  for  honesty  of  purpose 
and  high  moral  principles,  which  traits  of  character 
were  largely  transmitted  to  their  descendants,  of 
whom  Noah  Wilson  3IcKean  is  one  of  the  most 
honored  and  worthy. 
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l)  OHN  W.  KEPLER  is  a  prominent  farmer  of 
j  Franklin  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Mary- 
1  land,  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  March 
18, 1834,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Conrad  and 
3Iargare  t(Lingafelter)  Kepler.  He  was  a  lad  of  little 
more  than  nine  years  old  when  he  came  to  the  Ter¬ 
ritory  of  Iowa  with  his  parents.  He  had  attended 
two  terms  of  school  in  his  native  county,  and  after 
arriving  here  pursued  his  studies  in  the  pioneer 
schools  of  Franklin  Township.  He  became  possessed 
of  a  good  education  and  taught  school  at  Sugar 
Grove  for  a  term  of  eight  consecutive  yrears  and 
then  resigned,  although  the  Directors  wished  him  to 
continue.  Out  of  school  he  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm.  The  tract  of  land  which  they  had  taken 
possession  of  was  but  slightly  improved  and  required 
the  exercise  of  industry  to  bring  it  to  a  state  of  cult¬ 
ivation.  Even  after  the  crops  were  grown  and 
harvested,  the  difficulty  of  a  ready  market  con¬ 
fronted  them.  Muscatine,  the  nearest  market,  was 
miles  away,  and  our  subject,  although  but  a  boy, 
seemed  to  be  the  only  one  that  could  be  spared 
from  the  duties  of  the  farm  to  carry  the  produce  to 
market.  Cascade,  twelve  miles  from  Dubuque,  was 
the  first  milling  point  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  trip 
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required  from  three  to  four  days.  So  the  task  of 
marketing  and  going  to  mill  was  not  by  any  means 
an  easy  one.  At  a  later  day  Anamosa  and  Cedar 
Rapids  furnished  milling  and  marketing  facilities, 
and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  pioneers 
greeted  every  improvement  and  every  convenience 
with  unmixed  pleasure.  As  time  advanced,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  farm  became  a  little  less  irksome  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  new  and  improved  implements  with 
which  to  labor,  and  the  pioneers  coming  in  gradu¬ 
ally  settled  up  the  county,  and  life,  hitherto  com¬ 
posed  mostly  of  toil  and  fatigue,  became  pleasura¬ 
ble  and  hopeful  as  the  early  settlers  began  to  reap 
the  reward  of  their  labors. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  with  his  parents  un¬ 
til  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  October,  1855, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Sarah  Kepler. 
She  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  April  13,  1836. 
Their  union  has  been  blest  by  three  children — Jen¬ 
nie  E.,  Arthur  A.  and  Elsie  E.,  all  living. 

The  first  year  after  marriage  the  young  couple 
went  upon  a  farm  which  was  the  property  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  located  in  Linn  Township.  They  remained 
there  for  a  year  and  then  returned  to  the  old  home¬ 
stead,  of  which  Mr.  K.  is  now  the  possessor.  His 
first  purchase  was  fifty  acres;  his  farm  now  com¬ 
prises  170  acres.  The  homestead  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  in  the  county,  and  our  subject  is  adding 
improvements  as  his  judgment  and  means  direct. 
He  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  community  and 
has  served  three  years  as  Township  Assessor.  He  is 
independent  in  politics,  attends  strictly  to  his  own 
concerns,  while  at  the  same  time  he  is  willing  to 
aid  in  any  project  which  will  be  for  the  welfare  of 
his  township  and  county. 


if  AMES  BARKLEY  is  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Franklin  Township,  who  came  here  at  an 
early  day  and  assisted  in  marking  out  a 
track  in  the  wilderness  for  the  march  of  civ¬ 
ilization.  He  is  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  born  in 
Bath  County,  Sept  14,  1801,  and  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Hannah  (Kennisen)  Barkley.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Lazarus  B.,  a  native  of  England,  who 
formerly  spelled  the  name  Berkeley,  was  appren- 
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ticed  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  but  ran  away 
from  his  master  before  he  had  finished  his  trade, 
and  meeting  with  a  recruiting  officer  of  the  army, 
he  accepted  a  bounty  and  entered  the  English  serv¬ 
ice  under  the  name  of  Barkley,  and  coming  to  : 
America,  took  part  in  the  French  War  in  Canada.  V 
This  was  before  the  Revolution,  and  at  the  close  of  , 

Hr 

his  military  career  he  settled  in  Virginia,  and  re-  : 
mained  loyal  to  the 'King  until  his  death. 

Robert  Barkley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  jj 
reared  in  his  native  State  and  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  shoemaker’s  trade  to  operate  sue-  g 
cessfully  without  having  served  an  apprenticeship.  tj 
He  worked  at  this  for  a  time  before  removing  to  - 
Kentucky,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years,  and  3 
thence  proceeded  to  Lawrence  County,  Ind.,  where  3 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  in  his  ninth  year 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Kentucky.  There 
were  neither  rail  nor  wagon  roads  at  the  time,  and  ” 
the  journey  was  made  with  pack-horses.  Of  these 
they  had  five  animals  with  which  to  transport  the 
household  goods  and  the  family  of  six  children, 
and  they  bravely  and  courageously  encountered 
all  the  difficulties  of  pioneer  life,  and  remained  in 
Kentucky  for  a  number  of  years.  Their  son  James 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  removal  to  In¬ 
diana.  He  then  returned  to  Kentucky  and  remained 
there  until  1828,  when  he  went  to  Indiana  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Montgomery  County.  He  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land  which  he  improved  and  culti¬ 
vated  and  remained  upon  until  1841,  and  then  came 
into  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  entering  land  from  the 
Government  which  afterward  constituted  a  part  of 
what  is  now  the  township  of  Pioneer.  After  two 
years  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Linn  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  a  part  of  which 
is  now  in  the  city  of  Lisbon  and  known  as  Bark¬ 
ley’s  Addition,  and  has  been  a  continuous  resident 
here  since  that  time. 

In  1856  Mr.  Barkley  erected  the  brick  dwelling 
which  he  now  occupies,  and  which,  with  its  sur¬ 
roundings,  constitutes  a  fair  sample  of  one  of  the 
comfortable  homes  of  Linn  County. 

Mr.  Barkley  has  been  three  times  married ;  first 
in  Kentucky,  to  Miss  Mary  Munns,  a  native  of  that  • 
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State,  who  became  the  mother  of  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  grew  to  become  men  and  women. 
Mrs.  Mary  Barkley  departed  this  life  in  1847,  and 
Mr.  Barkley  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Miss 
Amelia  Drumm,  also  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Of 
this  union  six  children  were  born,  three  of  whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity.  Mrs.  Amelia  Barkley 
died  in  1873.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Barkley 
was  contracted  with  Miss  Lavina  Durbin,  a  native 
of  Ohio  County,  IV.  Va.,  and  daughter  of  William 
and  Barbara  (Rush)  Durbin.  Mr.  Barkley  has  been 
permitted  to  see  more  than  fourscore  years,  and 
has  witnessed  with  absorbing  interest  the  remark¬ 
able  changes  which  have  occurred  in  this  country 
since  his  childhood,  and  could  “  thereof  narrate  an 
interesting  tale.”  lie  has  lived  long  and  labored 
much,  and  is  affectionately  regarded  as  one  of  the 
company  who  are  fast  passing  away,  but  “  their 
works  do  follow  them.” 


TLLIAM  WILSON,  Sr.  Among  the  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Linn  County,  who,  in 
the  sunset  of  life  are  enabled  to  retire 
upon  a  sufficient  competency  from  active  labor,  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice  and 
who  is  residing  in  Springville.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Wilson  were  William  and  Margaret  (McGrew) 
Wilson.  The  father  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
the  mother  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  the  former  of 
English  and  the  latter  of  Irish  ancestry.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  where  the  father  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
.farmer  and  was  also  engaged  in  operating  a  saw¬ 
mill.  He  sawed  the  lumber  that  was  used  in  con¬ 


structing 


the  first  building  erected  in  the  now 
thriving  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  when  it  was 
under  the  control  of  the  French.  His  life  was  a 
busy,  laborious  one  as  well  as  honorable  and  up¬ 
right,  and  he  died  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
June  16,  1848,  having  attained  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-five  years. 

After  the  death  of  our  subject’s  father  his  wife 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Ohio,  to  live  with 
her  son  and  there,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  1869, 
occurred  her  demise,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
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years.  Of  the  parental  union  there  was  born  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  seven  children  who  lived  to  attain  the  age  of 
man  and  womanhood.  Their  names  are,  Dinah, 
Jane,  Jacob,  William,  Finley,  Elizabeth  and  Re¬ 
becca.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Westmoreland  , 
County,  Pa.,  Sept.  24,  1800.  He  lived  at  home  un-  i 
til  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  his  native  county  until  1838,  engaged 
in  farming.  He  then  moved  to  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  was  occupied 
in  agricultural  pursuits  until  I860.  Previous  to 
going  to  Ohio,  he  had,  in  connection  with  his  farm 
labors,  also  been  engaged  in  the  tanning  business.  In 
December,  1 865,  our  subject  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Brown  Township,  on  section 
27.  He  lived  there  until  1878,  and  then  removed 
to  Springville,  where  he  has  since  lived  a  retired 
life.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  village  property, 
and  what  he  possesses  of  this  world’s  goods  he  ac¬ 
cumulated  by  his  own  efforts.  Previous  to  comino- 
here,  and  while  a  resident  of  Ohio,  Mr.  AY.  made 
a  trip  to  California.  He  was  absent  from  home 
about  eighteen  months,  and  in  the  mines  met  with 
signal  success.  Since  coming  to  this  county  he  has 
devoted  his  time  exclusively  to  farm  labor  until 
his  retirement. 

William  Wilson,  Sr.,  was  first  married  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  2d  day  of  August, 
1825,  to  Miss  Sarah  Harah,  the  daughter  of  Arthur 
and  Sarah  (Jackson)  Harah,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  and  died  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  in  the  county 
in  which  her  parents  died,  March  7,  1807,  and  bore 
our  subject  nine  children — DeWitt  C.,  Arthur  II., 
William  F.,  Abraham  P.,  George  L.,  Robert  A., 
Jacob  P„  Harmon  T.  and  Rebecca  J.  DeWitt  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Engle  and  is  residing  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship;  Arthur  II.,  also  of  Brown  Township,  took  for 
his  wife  Miss  Mary  Green;  William  F.  and  Miss 
Lucy  Dunbar  were  united  in  marriage,  and  they 
also  reside  in  Brown  Township ;  Abraham  P.  formed 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Sarah  Means,  and  they 
are  residents  of  Kansas;  George  L.  married  Mary 
Andrews,  and  they  are  living  in  Springville;  Robert 
is  a  farmer  and  follows  his  vocation  in  Nebraska; 
Jacob  P.  married  Mary  Bolton,  and  they  live  in 
Warren  County,  this  State ;  Harmon  T.  was  a  sol- 
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dier  in  the  late  Civil  War  and  a  member  of  Co.  F, 
30th  Ohio  Vol.  Inf.  lie  was  reported  missing  in 
a  skirmish  at  Ferry  ville,  Ya.,  and  never  being  heard 
from  since,  it  is  supposed  that  his  bones  lie  bleach¬ 
ing  upon  Southern  soil;  Rebecca  J.  married  Delos 
Cool,  and  lives  in  Waubeek,  Iowa;  Abraham  and 
Jacob  were  members  of  the  same  regiment  as  their 
brother,  Harmon  T.,  and  were  discharged  on  the 
same  day  that  their  brother  was  killed.  They  were 
in  the  army  for  three  years,  fought  bravely  and 
well  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  returned 
from  the  field  of  conflict  uninjured. 

Mrs.  Wilson  departed  this  life  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  Oct.  7, 1866,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  On  the  19th 
of  January,  1868,  at  Springville,  our  subject  formed 
a  second  matrimonial  alliance,  with  Mrs.  Sarah 
(Johnston)  McAtee,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
E.  (Patterson)  Johnston,  and  widow  of  Jeremiah 
B.  McAtee,  who  died  in  California,  July  29,  1863. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrating 
to  the  United  States  from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in 
1832,  settled  in  New  York  City.*  Seven  years  later 
the}"  moved  to  Philadelphia,  and  after  a  residence 
of  three  years  in  the  city  of  “brotherly  love,”  they 
moved  to  Ohio  and  lived  there  for  three  years.  In 
1846  they  came  to  Dubuque  County,  this  State, 
and  settled  at  Cascade,  where  the  father  died  July 
29  of  the  same  year.  His  wife  subsequently  re¬ 
moved  to  Springville,  this  county,  and  lived  with 
her  daughter  until  her  death,  which  took  place 
June  9,  1880.  They  had  nine  children — Sarah, 
Charles  E.,  Ellen,  Margaret,  John,  Ellen  J.,  Mar¬ 
garet  H.,  John  II.  and  James  M.  Sarah,  the  wife 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  Jan. 
9,  1827.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  McAtee  she  had 
five  children :  John  lives  in  Missouri;  William  in 
Springville;  Abraham  in  New  Mexico;  Charles  S. 
in  Oregon;  Robert  E.  died  when  one  year  old. 

Of  the  union  of  our  subject  with  Mrs.  McAtee  a 
daughter,  Anetta  M.,  has  been  born.  She  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Springville  High  School,  a  lady  of  far  more 
than  ordinary  accomplishments,  and  is  living  with 
her  parents.  Mr.  Wilson  has  held  the  office  of 
Township  Trustee  and  Supervisor.  He  was  for¬ 
merly  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Religiously  he 
belongs  to  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mrs.  Wilson 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church  since  she  was  eleven  years  of  age.  In  pol¬ 
itics  our  subject  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  great-uncle  of  our  subject,  James  Wilson,  is  ^ 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence.  1 1  is  grandfather,  Moses  Wilson,  fell  while 

bravely  manning  his  cannon  at  the  battle  of  Brandy¬ 
wine.  Our  subject’s  uncle,  also  Moses  Wilson,  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  same  battle  and  confined  in  a 
British  prison.  The  following  day  a  courier  passed 
by  the  residence  of  Moses  Wilson,  Sr.,  and  as  he 
passed  called  out,  “  Moses  Wilson,  Sr.,  is  killed  and 
Moses  Wilson,  Jr.,  has  been  taken  a  prisoner.”  The 
wife  and  mother  was  at  that  time  taking  a  loaf  of 
bread  from  a  Dutch  oven,  and  was  so  overcome 
that  she  was  nearly  paralyzed.  She  dropped  the  loaf 
into  the  fire  and  it  was  consumed.  This  to  the 
present  age  and  generation,  would  seem  an  insig- 
nificent  affair,  but  the  loss  of  a  loaf  of  bread  in 
those  days  was  something  to  grieve  for. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  those  genial,  kind-hearted 
old  gentlemen  whom  to  know  is  to  respect.  His 
companion  is  likewise  entitled  to  her  share  of  honor, 
and  the  couple  are  beloved  by  all  who  know  them. 
The  maternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  one 
of  the  women  who,  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  were  engaged  in  preparing  the 
dinner  of  that  gentleman.  The  family  were  united 
when  Cornwallis  surrendered,  and  a  sister  of  Mrs. 
McGrew  wept  over  the  loss  of  her  lover  who  was 
an  officer  in  the  English  army  and  who  was  a  pris¬ 
oner  of  war. 


©HANCY  NEAL.  The  time  is  coming  when 
the  old  settlers  of  Linn  County  will  have 
passed  away.  Rapidly  they  are  crossing  the 
l'iver  of  death  to  meet  the  loved  ones  gone  before, 
and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  none  will  be 
left  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  trials  incident  to  the  early 
settlement  of  this  county.  The  beautiful  farms, 
with  their  fine  residences  and  other  improvements, 
will,  however,  be  left  as  a  monument  of  their  handi¬ 
work,  and  their  memories  will  be  perpetuated  by 
just  such  records  as  those  which  the  reader  is  now 
perusing.  Among  those  who  came  here  at  an  early 
day  was  Chancy  Neal,  at  present  residing  on  sec- 
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tion  10,  Linn  Township.  His  parents  were  Ira  and 
Kunice  (Chase)  Neal,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  who 
after  their  marriage  located  in  New  York  State,  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Holland  purchase,  whence 
they  removed  to  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  There  the 
father  died,  in  1834,  and  in  1848  the  mother  came 
to  this  county,  and  resided  in  Maine  Township  un¬ 
til  her  death.  Of  the  parental  union  five  children 
were  born — Arvilla,  Chancy,  Horace,  Rosanna  and 
Ira. 

Chancy  Neal  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  .June 
8,  1821.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the 
farm.  Accompanying  his  parents  to  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  he  there  continued  to  labor  at  his  chosen  vo¬ 
cation  until  November,  1841,  when  he  started  over¬ 
land  for  this  county,  arriving  in  December  and  set¬ 
tling  in  Linn  Township.  When  he  crossed  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  and  first  landed  upon  the  soil  of  Iowa 
he  had.  a  cash  capital  of  onty  twenty-five  cents.  He 
obtained  work  on  a  farm  at  $12  per  month,  and 
during  the  first  year  did  not  lose  a  single  day.  The 
major  portion  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  this 
county  since  his  first  settlement  here,  although  he 
spent  one  year  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  about  the 
same  length  of  time  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  Ill., 
where  he  learned  the  wagon-maker’s  trade,  but 
never  followed  it  to  any  extent,  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  having  been  devoted  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  He  has  a  snug  little  place  of  fifty  acres,  with 
a  good  residence  and  improvements,  and  he  is  pass¬ 
ing  the  sunset  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  suffi¬ 
ciency. 

Mr.  Neal  was  married,  in  Franklin  Township, 
this  county,  Jan.  27,  1846,  to  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Electa  (Wilcox)  Clark,  whose  biograplyy 
is  given  in  connection  with  that  of  David  Clark,  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Neal  is  a  sister  of  David 
and  Oliver  Clark,  and  was  born  in  Lorain  County, 
Ohio,  Sept.  8,  182G.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Neal 
four  children  have  been  born :  Ira  died  when 
eighteen  months  of  age;  Elmer  D.  is  married,  and 
resides  in  Linn  Township;  his  biography  appears 
in  this  work;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Reid,  a 
farmer  of  Linn  Township,  and  Henry  married  Min¬ 
nie  J.  Leigh;  lie  is  also  a  farmer  of  Linn  Township. 

Our  subject  has  held  the  offices  of  Township  Trustee 
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and  School  Director,  as  well  as  other  minor  offices:!] 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  old  homestead 
and  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  isjpL*^ 
shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


THOMAS  WRIGHT,  a  wealthy  farmer  of 
v  Spring  Grove  Township,  owns  and  occupies 
a  fine  tract  of  land  of  320  acres,  located  on 
section  32.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling,  convenient 
barns  and  outhouses,  and  costly  farm  implements 
and  machinery.  He  comes  of  good,  substantial  old 
English  stock,  and  is  himself  a  native  of  the  British 
Empire.  His  birthplace  was  Cambridgeshire,  En¬ 
gland,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  4,  1830.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Findry)  Wright,  who  are 
both  deceased.  They  spent  their  whole  lives  in 
their  native  land.  The  father  died  in  1832,  and 
the  mother  in  May,  I860.  There  were  only  two 
children  of  this  union — Frances,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Marshall,  and  is  living  in  England,  and  the  subject 
of  our  sketch. 

Thomas  Wright,  in  early  manhood,  was  married 
to  Miss  Susanna  Clow,  May  2,  1850.  Mrs.  Wright 
is  also  a  native  of  England,  born  March  15,  1831, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Hinds) 
Clow.  Thomas  Clow  died  in  1842,.  and  his  wife, 
Anne,  in  1874.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  spent  their  whole  lives  in  their  native 
country,  and  from  there  passed  to  their  final  rest. 
The  parental  household  included  fourteen  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were 
named  Mary  A.,  William,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  John, 
James  B.,  Susan,  of  our  sketch,  Martha,  Emma, 
Ransom  and  Thomas. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Wright, 
fifteen  in  all,  are  recorded  as  follows:  Sarah  A. 
married  Mr.  D.  Cherry,  and  became  the  mother  of 
two  children;  Mr.  Cherry  died  Nov.  G,  1882,  and 
Mrs.  C.  was  married  the  second  time,  in  December, 
1884,  to  Michael  Goodale,  and  they  are  living  in 
Dakota;  John  A.  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Black; 
they  had  two  children  (one  now  deceased),  and 
live  in  Jackson  County;  William  married  Miss  Jane 
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Hoyt,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
and  live  in  Linn  County;  Thomas  married  Miss 
Viola  Cams,  and  they  are  in  Nebraska;  Mary  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Chancy  Class;  she  has  one  child, 
and  lives  in  Nebraska;  James  B.  married  Miss  Ella 
Comstock;  they  have  one  child,  and  are  living  in 
Iowa;  George  II.  married  Miss  Alice  Bice;  they 
have  two  children,  and  are  living  in  this  State; 
Fred  married  Miss  Nettie  Bice,  and  they  live  in 
Iowa;  Maggie  became  the  wife  of  Robinson  Cur¬ 
tis,  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  and  lives  in 
Otter  Creek  Township;  Alice  married  James  Rob¬ 
inson,  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  and  lives  in 

"he  remaining  members 
Albert,  Charlie  and  Ida. 
One,  Ida  Belle,  died  in  infancy. 
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Spring  Grove  Township.  Tf 
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LANSON  RICE  is  an  early  settler  of  Maine 
Township,  and  previous  to  locating  in  the 
Hawkeye  State,  had  been  one  of  the  ad¬ 
vance  guard  of  the  pioneers  of  both  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Wisconsin.  lie  is  a  native  of  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  on  Christmas  Day,  1817.  Llis 
father,  Amos  Rice,  was  born  among  the  hills  of 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  removed  to  New 
York  State  when  a  young  man.  lie  was  married 
there  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  whence  he  removed  to  Allegany  County. 

At  this  time  the  Buckeye  State  was  attracting 
much  attention  on  account  of  the  bright  prospects 
held  out  to  pioneers,  and  he  joined  the  tide  of 
emigration,  went  into  Geauga  County,  purchased 
an  improved  farm,  took  possession  of  it,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1836.  Thence  he  went  to  Mich¬ 
igan,  locating  in  Cass  County  for  a  time.  After¬ 
ward  he  sought  the  Prairie  State,  going  into  White 
Rock  Township,  Ogle  County,  at  the  time  of  its 
early  settlement.  lie  located  on  Government  land 
which  had  not  yet  been  surveyed,  and  when  it  came 
into  market  he  entered  a  tract,  converted  it  into  a 
good  farm,  and  lived  there  for  many  years. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Annie  Norton.  She  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 


cut,  and  by  her  union  with  Amos  Rice  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Alanson,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch,  was  the  second  born.  He  re¬ 
mained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  after  their 
removal  to  Illinois,  and  also  during  their  different 
removals  from  New  York  State  overland  west.  He 
remained  with  them  while  in  Illinois,  and  in  1841 
went  to  Wisconsin,  and  entered  land  in  Dane 
County  during  the  days  of  its  early  settlement,  and 
therefore  is  fully  entitled  to  be  called  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  county.  He  was  still  unmarried. 
He  set  vigorously  to  work  to  improve  and  culti¬ 
vate  his  land,  and  two  years  later  sold  it  and  re¬ 
moved  to  White  Rock,  where  he  remained  three 
year’s,  then  went  into  Green  County,  same  State, 
and  traded  for  land  that  was  partially  improved  in 
Albany  Township.  After  working  upon  this  four 
or  five  years,  and  bringing  it  to  a 


good 


state 


cultivation,  he  sold  out,  went  to  Illinois,  remained 
there  for  a  time,  and  in  January,  1857,  came  into 
Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  purchased  the  land  which 
he  afterward  converted  into  a  farm,  and  which  now 
constitutes  his  present  homestead. 

When  Mr.  Rice  took  possession  of  this  place, 
only  seventeen  acres  were  broken,  and  there  were 
no  buildings  upon  it.  The  contrast  between  then 
and  now  is  very  great;  it  now  presents  the  picture 
of  a  cultivated  farm,  a  distinctive  feature  of  which 
is  a  fine  maple  grove  of  three  acres,  planted  by  his 
own  hands,  and  two  acres  of  larch.  These  attract 
the  attention  of  every  passer-by,  and  contribute  to 
make  the  homestead  one  of  the  prettiest  spots  in 
Linn  County.  The  farm  contains  221  acres,  all 
improved  and  enclosed  with  good  fencing  and  sup¬ 
plied  with  all  the  appliances  for  carrying  on  agri¬ 
culture  in  the  most  modern  and  approved  stjde. 

Alanson  Rice  and  Miss  Margaret  L.  Burtis  were 
united  in  marriage  Oct.  13,  1857.  Mrs.  Rice  was 
a  native  of  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Phoebe  A.  (Bell)  Burtis. 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  became  the  S 
mother  of  four  children:  Edward  A.  married  Ellen  j| 
Moles,  and  is  a  farmer  living  in  this  county;  the  j: 
others,  at  home,  are  William  H.,  Gertrude  and  j 
Marana.  Mrs.  Rice  departed  this  life  in  February,  g 
1884,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Rice  is  still  living  at  the  ad-  [■ 
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vanced  age  of  ninety-three  "years,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children. 

A  lithographic  view  of  the  fine  homestead  of 
Rice  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 


ILLIAM  GREENE.  Among  the  heroic  men 
and  noble  women  who  came  to  this  county 
at  an  early  day,  and  who  have  witnessed 
its  development,  enduring  toil  and  hardships  with¬ 
out  murmur  or  complaint,  and,  succeeding,  are  en¬ 
abled  to  pass  the  sunset  of  life  in  peace  and  quiet, 
and  enjoy  the  accumulations  of  an  honorable  past, 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  notice,  and 
who  is  at  present  residing  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Mr. 
Greene  was  boru  in  Staffordshire,  England,  Jan. 
25,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Sefer  (Keel¬ 
ing)  Greene,  also  natives  of  England.  The  years 
of  our  subject  were  but  few  in  his  native  land,  for 
his  parents  emigrated  to  this  country  when  he  was 
scarcely  two  years  old,  in  1821,  and  settled  in  New 
York.  The  father,  was  a  contractor,  and  his  first  tran¬ 
saction  in  this  line  in  this  country  was  for  the  iron¬ 
work  on  the  locks  of  the  Erie  Canal.  The  family 
made  their  home  in  Buffalo,  and  it  was  in  that  cit}r 
that  the  death  of  the  father  occurred.  The  good 
wife  died  in  her  native  land,  while  on  a  visit  to  the 
old  homestead.  Their  children  were  five  in  num¬ 
ber,  all  of  whom  have  passed  to  the  better  land, 
with  the  exception  of  him  whose  name  heads  this 
notice. 

Mr.  Greene  was  reared  and  educated  in  Buffalo, 
N.  \ .,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  forth  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life,  single-handed  and  alone.  Entering  a  book- 
bindery,  he  continued  at  that  business  for  three 
years.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  we  find  him  fol¬ 
lowing  the  same  business  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  where 
he  continued  to  live  until  1840.  It  was  during  this 
year  that  he  turned  his  face  westward,  came  to 
Iowa,  and  located  at  Cedar  Rapids.  During  the 
same  fall  he  went  to  Burlington,  and  was  the  first 
man  to  engage  in  book-binding  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  He  met  with  success,  his  trade  constantly 
increased,  and  he  did  the  binding  for  the  (then) 


Territory,  and  furnished 


records 


many 


other  counties  of  the  Territory.  He  remained  in 
active  business  for  four  years,  and  during  that 
time,  in  the  fall  of  1844,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.  Higley7-,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a 
daughter  of  Abial  and  Prudence  (Crane)  Higley,  of 
the  same  State.  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  being  among  the  very  first  settlers  to  locate 
in  that  place,  and  has  made  it  his  home  ever  since. 
His  occupation  since  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids 
has  been  diversified.  He  was  first  in  the  mercantile 
business,  then  into  real  estate,  then  railroading,  and 
then  banking.  He  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  railroad  from  McGregor,  Iowa,  to  Austin, 
and  in  connection  with  his  brother  built  100  miles 
of  the  Rockford,  Rock  Island  <fe  St.  Louis  Railroad, 
now  the  St.  Louis  branch  of  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
They  were  heavy  contractors  on  the  Central  Rail¬ 
road  of  Iowa,  and  also  large  contractors  on  the 
Northwestern,  and  were  identified  with  others  in 
building  the  Cedar  Rapids  and  St.  Paul,  now  known 
as  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  and  had  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  same  until  1873. 

In  1857  Mr.  Greene,  with  others,  engaged  in 
banking  at  Cedar  Rapids,  having  branch  houses  at 
Des  Moines,  Council  Bluffs,  Cedar  Falls,  Vinton 
and  Sioux  City.  He  is  connected  with,  and  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of,  the  Electric  Light  Company;  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Water-Works,  and  is  President  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Street  Railways.  He  is  also  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Star  Wagon  Company,  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
Mr.  Greene  is  a  self-made  man,  and  has  done  much 
toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  thriving  and  pros¬ 
perous  city  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greene  are  the  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren:  George  II.  is  a  resident  of  Texas;  Sefer  P. 
married  Peter  Martel,  and  is  living  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids;  William  W.  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary 
B.,  Mrs.  McCreary,  is  a  resident  of  Hastings,  Neb.; 
Frank  H.  is  living  at  Hannibal,  Mo.;  Charles  M.,  at 
Burlington,  this  State;  Sarah  L.,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Kim¬ 
ball,  is  a  resident  of  Council  Bluffs;  Robert  A.,  of 
Wyoming  Territory;  Fannie  J.  and  Albert  A.  are 
at  home. 

Mr.  Greene  formerly  belonged  to  the  old  Whig- 
party,  but  on  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
1856,  joined  the  ranks  of  the  latter,  and  has  since 
continued  to  vote  with  and  labor  for  its  success. 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Their  residence  is  pleasantly  located,  and 
is  the  resort  of  the  cultured  people  of  the  city. 

The  accompanying  lithographic  portraits  of  Mr. 
Greene  and  his  wife,  we  trust,  will  be  greeted  with 
pleasure  by  their  numerous  friends  and  fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

ON.  FRANK  G.  CLARK,  attorney  at  law, 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 
his  profession  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  occu¬ 
pies  a  line  office  in  the  post-office  block, 
lie  is  finely  educated,  and  well  versed  in  the  intri¬ 
cacies  of  his  calling,  and  stands  high  among  the 
members  of  the  profession  in  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  the  son  of  Theophilus  F.  and  Mary  A.  (Tay¬ 
lor)  Clark,  and  was  born  April  17,  1838.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits.  The  household  circle  included 
six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living — Frank 
G.,  Charles  F.,  Walter  L.  and  Ella  M.  The  father 
died  in  1871,  and  the  mother  seven  years  later. 
They  were  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  contributed  cheerfully  to  all 
benevolent  and  worthy  objects.  Their  children 
were  carefully  trained  and  educated  after  the  New 
England  model  of  a  century  ago. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  spent  his  earlier 
years  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  there  attained  his 
majority.  The  year  following  the  outbreak  of  the 
late  Civil  War,  found  him  pursuing  his  studies  at 
Middlebury  College,  which  he  entered  in  1860. 

The  call  to  arms  was  so  loud  after  the  second  bat¬ 
tle  of  Bull  Run,  and  before  Antietam,  that  he  en¬ 
listed  as  a  private  in  Co.  G,  16th  Vt.  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  First  Lieuten- 
tj  ancy  in  the  same  regiment,  lie  participated  in  the 
stirring  campaign  of  1863,  which  culminated  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  the  regiment  to  which 
he  belonged,  as  well  as  the  brigade  of  which  it 
formed  a  part,  commanded  by  Gen.  Stranard,  under 

ithe  eye  of  Gen.  Hancock,  contributed  its  full  share 
in  repulsing  the  last  desperate  assault  upon  Ceme¬ 
tery  Hill.  Returning  at  the  close  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  he  re-entered  his  class  by  special  favor, 


and  graduated  in  1864.  He  pursued  his  law  studies 
in  the  law  office  of  Gov.  Washburn  at  Woodstock,  : 
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Vt.,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1866. 
Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  struck  out 


west,  locating  in  Belle  Plaine,  Benton  County,  g  [ 
where  he  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession.  He  represented  Benton 


County  in  the  Fourteenth  General  Assembly,  and 
was  present  at  both  the  regular  and  adjourned  ses¬ 
sions.  Mr.  Clark  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1876,  jj 
where  he  at  once  opened  an  office,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession, 
accumulating  by  thrift  and  economy  some  property. 

He  resides  at  No.  300  Third  avenue,  where  he  has  ! 

BE 

lately  erected  a  commodious  and  comfortable  resi¬ 
dence.  geii 

.  5  •  \ 

Frank  G.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Newton  in  1865.  She  also  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  ■ 
and  the  daughter  of  the  late  David  Newton,  of 
Rochester,  in  that  State.  They  have  a  family  of  ' 

five  children — Maud,  Charles  F.,  Paul  N.,  David 
F.  and  Robert  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  mem- 

R|:  1 

bers  in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational  Church,  £ 

and  politically  Mr.  Clark  is  strongly  Republican. 

In  addition  to  his  lucrative  law  practice  and  his 

property  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Mr.  Clark  is  the  pos-  :  fi 

sessor  of  a  fine  farm  in  Dakota,  with  herds  of  choice  £  i 

.  5m 

live-stock  and  other  valuable  accessories.  He  is  a  : 
wide-awake  and  energetic  business  man,  but  has 
given  aid  and  comfort  to  enterprises  other  than 
business  ones. 
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R.  A.  H.  JOHNSON,  a  native  of  Linn 

County,  was  born  in  Cedar  Rapids  Jan. 

12,  1857.  His  parents  were  Robert  and 

Margaret  (Bowling)  Johnson,  natives  of 

Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  there  in  agricultural 

•  Sl:  i 

pursuits  until  1846,  when,  desiring  to  better  their  ■ 
fortunes  in  the  West,  they  came  into  the  Hawkcye  g 
State,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Rapids  Township. 
This  consisted  of  220  acres,  and  the  father  re¬ 
mained  here  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
1865.  The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead.  These  excellent  people  may  be  properly 
classed  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Linn  County. 
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They  came  here  about  the  time  that  Iowa  was  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  while  they 
witnessed  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
country  they  also  aided  materially  in  assisting  its 
advancement. 

hen  the  parents  of  our  subject  took  possession 
of  their  farm  in  this  vicinity  the  land  around  them 
was  unimproved  and  consisted  mostly  of  wild 
prairie.  Their  first  dwelling  here  was  a  small  log 
house,  which  stood  upon  the  place  at  the  time  of 
their  purchase.  The  father  immediately  set  about 
making  improvements.  He  cultivated  the  land, 
put  in  the  crops  which  he  considered  the  best 
adapted  to  it,  worked  early  and  late,  and  in  every 
way  identified  himself  with  the  life  and  habits  of 
the  pioneers.  His  labors  were  rewarded  in  the 
growing  value  of  his  possessions,  and  in  time  the 
rude  log  cabin  was  replaced  by  a  fine  brick  resi¬ 
dence,  with  comfortable  barns  and  all  the  out¬ 
buildings  necessary  for  the  storing  of  grain  and  the 
accommodation  of  stock.  In  addition  to  this  he 
built  rods  upon  rods  of  good  fencing,  and  in  due 
time  the  homestead  became  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive  spots  in  the  county.  The  household  of 
L  flie  parents  included  four  children,  one  of  whom 
i  has  passed  to  the  land  of  the  hereafter :  The  eld¬ 
est  daughter,  Catharine,  married  Mr.  Wesley 
Stephens,  and  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  Thorn,  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

A.  H.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
the  youngest  son  and  child  of  his  parents.  He  re¬ 
mained  on  the  farm  until  fifteen  years  old,  when 
the  family  came  into  Cedar  Rapids  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  their  children  a  more  thorough  education. 
He  attended  school  here  for  three  years,  and  then 
returned  with  his  mother  and  family  to  the  farm. 
He  remained  at  home  four  years,  and  being  in¬ 
clined  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  went  to  Cedar 
Rapids  and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  George  P. 
Carpenter,  where  he  studied  medicine  three  years. 
He  then  went  to  Chicago,  attended  a  course  of 
lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  and  received  his 
diploma  in  1877.  He  determined  to  locate  in 
Indiana,  and  accordingly  went  to  Marshall  County 
and  engaged  in  practice,  remaining  there  for  six 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
was  induced  to  continue  his  practice  in  this  city. 

un* 
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He  is  favorably  regarded  as  a  physician,  and  has 
built  up  a  lucrative  practice,  being  a  close  student 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  intricacies  of  his  pro¬ 
fession. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1879, 
with  Miss  Della  Gordon,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Sarah  (McIntyre)  Gordon.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Johnson  were  born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  whence 
they  removed  to  Indiana  after  their  marriage,  and 
where  their  daughter  was  born.  The  result  of  this 
union  has  been  one  child,  a  daughter,  Edna.  The 
home  of  this  little  family  is  located  at  No.  360 
Fourth  Avenue  West,  where  they  have  gathered 
around  them  those  social  ties  which  are  at  once  a 
source  of  gratification  and  pleasure. 

Politically  Dr.  Johnson  is  a  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of*  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  prosperous,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  friends,  and  the  outlook  for  a  pleasant 
and  useful  future  for  them  is  encouraging-  in  the 
extreme. 
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LEXANDER  PAUL  is  one  of  the  A  No.  1 
farmers  of  Linn  County,  and  may  be  found 
almost  an}-  day  in  the  week  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  performing  such  duties  as  apper- 
farm  life  on  his  fine  place  on  section  26, 
Marion  Township.  His  father,  George  Paul,  was  a 
native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and 
died,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  (Tipton)  Paul,  was  also  — 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  there  died.  The  par¬ 
ents  had  eight  children,  one  daughter  and  seven 
sons.  Four  of  the  sons  still  survive.  Alexander 
Paul  was  the  fifth  child  and  fourth  son  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  children,  and  was  born  in  Greene  County, 

Pa.,  June  15,  1823.  He  was  reared  a  farmer’s  boy, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  attained  man’s  estate.  What  educa¬ 
tion  he  possesses  was  received  in  the  common 
schools,  and  his  fund  of  knowledge  has  been  greatly 
augmented  by  practical  information  obtained  by 
constant  interchange  of  thought  and  reading.  He 
lived  in  his  native  county  until  the  fall  of  1844, 
when  he  came  to  this  county  and  worked  out  by 
the  month  and  by  the  job,  from  1845  until  1855 
He  then  married  and  settled  on  section  26,  Marion 
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Township.  He  purchased  nearly  a  half  section  of 
land  in  that  township,  and  now  owns  270  acres  of 
valuable  farm  land.  lie  has  erected  good  substan¬ 
tial  buildings  on  his  place,  including  a  fine  brick 
residence,  barns,  etc.,  and  is  meeting  with  success 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor. 

Mi*.  Paul  was  married  first  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa,  in  November,  1855,  to  Mrs.  Justan  Hagaman, 
a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Her  parents  were 
Goodwin  and  Jane  Taylor,  and  she  was  the  widow 
of  Cryder  Hagaman.  Of  her  union  with  our  sub¬ 
ject  there  have  been  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
the  record  is  as  follows:  Goodwin  T.  lives  in 
Dillon,  Mont.  Ter.,  and  is  engaged  in  the  furniture 
trade;  William  T.  is  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer  of 
Cedar  County,  Neb.,  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Ruth  Campbell;  Irvin  N.  is  a  physician  of  Perry, 
Dallas  Co.,  Iowa;  Naomi  J.  is  the  wife  of  Newell 
Jennell,  a  real-estate  dealer  and  hotel-keeper  in 
Harrington,  Cedar  Co.,  Neb.;  Oscar  is  also  in  the 
same  town;  Frank,  Charles  and  Bert  H.  are  with 
their  parents  at  home.  Miss  Eliza  A.  Robinson  of 
England  is  also  an  inmate  of  Mr.  Paul’s  home. 

Mrs.  Paul,  by  a  former  marriage  with  Wentworth 
Jordan,  became  the  mother  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  Marietta  M.  was  born  in  Maine,  April  11, 
1841,  and  became  the  wife  of  James  Thing,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Greenwood  County,  Kan.;  Mary  E.,  born 
Maj'  1,  1842,  married  Benjamin  Jordan  of  Kansas, 
and  they  have  four  children — Edgar,  Jennie,  Hub¬ 
bard  and  Leslie ;  Ohio  A.  married  William  P.  Briggs ; 
they  reside  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  have  one 
child — Libbie;  Lovina  D.  married  Ezra  K.  Hatch, 
and  resides  in  McLean  County,  having  become  the 
mother  of  five  children — Millie,  Belle,  Callie,  Lester 
and  Ellen;  Amzi,  a  farmer  of  Colorado,  is  married 
and  has  four  children;  Sarah  B.  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Hutchins,  lives  in  this  county  and  has  four  children 
— Olive,  Amzi,  Leonard  and  Leddie;  George  G.,  a 
merchant  of  Central  City,  Iowa,  married  Miss 
Blanche  Crosby;  Frank  F.,  a  farmer  and  live-stock 
dealer,  is  carrying  on  business  in  Hamilton  County, 
Kan.;  Oran,  born  July  20,  1848,  married  Miss 
Eliza  Hargcratzer,  and  they  have  four  children. 

Mrs.  Paul  died  May  1,  1876,  and  Mr.  Paul  was 
the  second  time  married,  at  Central  City,  Iowa, 
March  14,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Crowley,  daugh¬ 


P! 

1  0 
ilifl 

2  Ip 
Ba 


ter  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Jordan)  Chase,  and  • 
widow  of  William  P.  Crowley,  who  died  in  Octo-  E 
her,  1876.  The  present  Mrs  Paul  was  born  at  Dan- 
ville,  Androscoggin  Co.,  Me.,  Sept.  14,  1822.  She  ; 
is  a  member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  of  |  { 
Central  City.  In  politics  Mr.  P.  uniformly  casts 
his  vote  in  support  of  the  principles  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party. 


The  marriage  of 
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ffiOIIN  JACOB  MUTCIILER,  The  Empire  jj 
of  Germany  has  contributed  to  the  United  E 
States  a  large  proportion  of  her  most  valu-  E 
able  citizens.  They  have  almost  invariably  3 
been  industrious,  frugal,  economical  and  temperate, 
and  have  interested  themselves  largely  in  the  wel-  • 
fare  of  their  adopted  country.  While  keeping  B 
their  own  interests  steadily  in  view,  they  have  at 
the  same  time  contributed  no  less  to  the  prosperity 
of  this  favored  land.  Such  a  representative  citizen 
is  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  resides  on  his  fine 
farm  in  Washington  Township,  on  section  9.  He 
was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  March  24, 
1810,  and  with  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1817.  Their  first  stopping-place  was  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  whence  they  soon  proceeded  to 
Lycoming  County,  where  they  permanently  loca¬ 
ted,  established  a  home,  and  then  the  parents  both 
passed  to  the  better  land.  There  was  a  remarkable 
incident  in  connection  with  their  decease,  both 
dying  at  the  same  time  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  29, 
1832.  They  were  buried  on  New  Year’s  Day,  1833, 
and  were  laid  side  by  side,  the  funeral  rites  being- 
presided  over  by  the  society  called  Dunkards,  or 
Friends.  Their  lives  were  terminated  by  that  dread 
disease  typhoid  fever.  The  name  of  the  father 
•was  Mathias  Mutchler,  and  the  maiden  name  of  the  " 
mother  was  Margaret  Ilight.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  following  that  occupation  several  years 
after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  He  was  fifty-three 
years  old  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  his  wife 
was  three  years  his  junior.  They  left  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows :  George, 
Jacob,  our  subject,  David,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Rosa 
aud  Nathaniel. 

John  Jacob  Mutchler  and  Miss 
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Elizabeth  Beach  occurred  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1833.  Mrs.  Mutchler  was  born  in  1812,  and  died 
April  14,  1877,  in  this  State,  leaving  six  children — 
Sophia,  Benjamin,  Mary,  Joseph,  Rosa  and  Sarah; 
all  are  living  except  Mary  and  Benjamin.  The 
latter  was  fatally  injured  by  the  overturning  of  a 
wagon,  only  living  a  few  days  after  the  accident. 
Mr.  Mutchler  formed  a  second  matrimonial  alli¬ 
ance  in  1881,  Mrs.  Sophia  Ilassel  becoming  his 
wife.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  By 
her  union  with  her  first  husband  she  became  the 
mother  of  four  children — Robert,  Rettie,  Kate  and 
Morris.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  M.  there  has  been 
no  issue.  Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Mutchler  came  into  Iowa  in  1865,  and  lo¬ 
cated  three  miles  northwest  of  Center  Point,  where 
he  remained  seventeen  years,  when  in  1882  he  re¬ 
moved  nearer  to  the  town.  He  is  the  possessor  of 
142  acres  of  finely  cultivated  farming  land,  and 
has  a  fine  residence  and  all  necessary  and  convenient 
out-buildings.  The  homestead  is  considered  one 
of  the  finest  in  Linn  County.  Joseph  Mutchler, 
son  of  our  subject  by  his  first  wife,  was  born  in 
Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  July  5,  1840.  He  served 
in  the  Civil  War  for  a  period  of  two  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  was  in  several  general  engagements 
and  now  bears  an  honorable  scar,  having  been 
wounded  in  the  leg.  His  enlistment  was  in 
an  Ohio  regiment;  he  was  mustered  in  at  Win¬ 
chester,  Crawford  County,  and  with  his  regiment, 
marched  with  Sherman  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea, 
being  a  member  of  the  16th  Army  Corps.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Miss  Ellen  Rodgers, 
and  they  were  married  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1867.  Mrs.  Joseph  Mutchler  is  a  native  of  Grundy 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Louisa  (Cheatler)  Rodgers.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
M.  were  born  in  1803,  and  Mr.  Rodgers  died  in 
1857;  the  mother  is  still  living.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children :  Asa,  Samuel,  John,  Joseph, 
Ellen,  Elizabeth,  Iowa,  Emma  and  Willie.  The 
children  of  Joseph  Mutchler  and  wife  are  Jacob 
J.,  Edwin  F.,  John  A.  and  Iva  G.  James  B.  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Mutchler  consists  of  430  acres. 
Upon  this  he  has  erected,  in  connection  with  other 
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buildings,  a  fine  barn,  40x70  feet,  with  a  wing 
28x48  feet,  and  a  basement  under  the  entire  struct¬ 
ure.  His  farming  operations,  as  well  as  all  his  other 
business  transactions,  have  been  carried  on  intelli¬ 
gently  and  with  most  excellent  judgment,  and  he 
stands  as  an  example  of  what  enterprise  and  per¬ 
severance  may  accomplish.  He  is  a  man  who  is 
looked  up  to  in  his  community.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Denison  Post  No.  244,  Center 
Point,  and  occupies  the  position  of  Junior  Vice- 
Commander  of  the  Post,  in  which  office  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  two  years.  He  is  a  member  of  good  standing 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  he  has  long 
been  one  of  the  Stewards.  In  politics  he  affiliates  IPP 
with  the  Republican  party. 

A  view  of  the  fine  residence  of  Jacob  Mutchler 
appears  on  another  page. 


ARON  J.  TODl),  at  present  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  on  sec.  18,  of  Monroe  Township,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  born 
Qy/  in  New  York,  Nov.  27,  1837.  Heistheson 
of  Jacob  M.  and  Jane  (Smith)  Todd,  who  were  also 
natives  of  New  York,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
father  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
1881.  His  mother,  who  was  born  June  17,1805,  is 
still  living  and  is  very  active  for  her  age.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  John  A., 
who  married  Amanda  Laird,  and  died  in  California ; 
Eliza  G.  married  Douglass  M.  Long,  who  is  now 
dead,  the  widow  living  in  New  York;  Sarah  C.  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y ;  Jane 
J.  Todd  married  Mr.  Bronk,  and  died  in  Carthage, 
Mo. ;  Ozroe  J.  married  Rebecca  Hoff,  and  served 
three  years  in  the  late  Rebellion;  he  is  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  farmer  of  Monroe  Township;  Esther,  who  mar¬ 
ried  J.  Hoff,  died  near  Carthage,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Ransier,  March  12,  1862.  She  was  born 
in  1844,  in  Tuscarawas  Count}",  Ohio,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  Ransier,  natives 
of  Ohio,  and  both  living  in  this  county.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Washington, 
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Sarah  J.,  Solomon,  Henry,  Daniel,  Marcus  S.,  Will¬ 
iam,  .lessee  and  Susan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Jennett,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  Booze;  Clara,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  II.  Oliphant;  Wesley  and  Lydia. 

Mr.  Todd’s  father  came  to  this  country  in  1857, 
and  purch:\sing  a  sawmill,  ran  it  successful!}7  till 
the  date  of  his  death.  Mr.  Todd  has  13(5  acres 
of  line  land,  well  improved.  He  came  to  this  county 
twenty-eight  3' ears  ago,  and  has  witnessed  with 
genuine  satisfaction  its  rapid  growth  and  prosperity, 
to  which  he  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Todd  belong  to  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  they  have  been  members  for 
eight  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Todd  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  now,  and  has  been  for  three  years,  Township 
Trustee. 

Y\  hen  Mr.  Todd  came  to  this  county,  it  was  an 
uncultivated  wilderness,  and  he  has  witnessed  its 
development  and  the  planting  of  smiling  farms  and 
lovely  villages,  until  it  is  now  one  of  the  best 
counties  in  the  State.  This  development  is  due  to 
the  efforts  of  men  who,  like  Mr.  Todd,  braved  the 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  by  persevering  toil, 
subdued  the  land  and  brought  it  to  its  present 
state.  His  character  for  integrity  is  unimpeach¬ 
able,  while  the  excellence  of  his  judgment  and  the 
marked  intelligence  he  has  always  shown,  make  him 
a  leader  among  (he  people.  He  and  his  good  wife 
number  troops  of  warm  friends  whom  they  have 
fairly  won. 


M.  SADLER,  Foreman  of  the  Ogden  Plow 
Works,  located  on  the  West  side,  on  Sixth 
street,  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Indiana, 
where  he  was  born  July  19,  1843.  His  parents 
were  .Tesse  and  Sarah  Sadler,  natives  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina  respectively.  Jesse  Sadler  left 
Virginia  and  went  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  thence  to 
Rushville,  Greene  Co.,  Ind.,  where  he  was  married. 
He  removed  from  there  to  Montgomery,  the  same 
State,  and  in  1855  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  near 
Toledo,  in  Tama  County.  There  the  elder  Sadler 
purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  About 
the  year  1858  he  retired  from  active  labor  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  health,  moved  to  the  citj-  of  Tama, 
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and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  18(57.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  anti¬ 
slavery  in  his  views.  He  was  an  earnest  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who 
died  at  Tama  in  1872.  They  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  survived  them,  and  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  John,  Mark,  Mary 
A.,  Elizabeth,  F.  M.,  William  II.  and  Madison. 

Mr.  Sadler,  our  subject,  passed  his  younger  days 
upon  his  father’s  farm,  attending  the  neighboring 
schools  until  I860,  when  he  went  to  work  for  the 
C.  &  N.  W.  R.  Ii.  Co.,  with  which  he  remained  for 
some  time.  From  Belle  Plaine  he  went  to  Colo, 
Iowa,  and  afterward  enlisted  with  the  Linn  County 
Volunteers,  in  Co.  H,  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  as  pri¬ 
vate.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Tama  City,  where  he  engaged  in  blacksmithing  till 
he  lost  his  shop  by  fire.  He  then  went  to  work  for 
the  Union  Plow  Company  until  1872,  thence  going 
to  Hampton,  Franklin  County,  where  he  worked 
for  the  Hampton  Manufacturing  Com  pan}7  as 
blacksmith  and  machinist,  doing  the  Dubuque  & 
Dakota  Railroad  work  for  two  years,  and  then  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  as  foreman  under  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  C.  W.  Boughton,  for  two  years,  where  he 
gave  entire  satisfaction.  He  then  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  a  partner  and  started  a  plow  and  repair 
shop,  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  the  latter,  and 
worked  in  the  carriage  factory  until  he  hired  to 
the  Stacy  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Iowa  Falls, 
where  he  engaged  in  removing  the  machinery  from 
Ackley  to  Iowa  Falls,  and  setting  up  the  same. 

Mr.  Sadler  then  returned  to  Tama  City,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  foreman  of  the  shops  of  the 
Howe  Manufacturing  Company,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  during  which  time  the  shops  were 
removed  to  Toledo,  Iowa,  and  Mr.  S.  also  superin¬ 
tended  the  taking  down,  removing  and  setting  up 
of  the  same  at  Toledo,  which  occupied  about  six 
months.  Then,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  Toledo 
Manufacturing  Company,  he  resigned  his  position 
there  and  accepted  one  with  the  Ogden  Plow  Com- 
pany,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  as  foreman,  where  he  is  at 
present. 

Mr.  Sadler  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1868,  with 
Miss  Huldah  Aldrich,  of  Tama  City,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  Aldrich,  natives 
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r  Ida  M.,  Maud  A.,  Etta  B. 

I!  first-named  is  the  efficient  engineer 
1  Blow  Works,  and  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  duties 
of  his  position. 

a  Republican,  and 
O.  O.  F. ;  he  is  not 
He  has  purchased 


'  socially  he  belongs  to  the 


1 


i 

il 

!! 

i 

i 

is 


of  Ohio, 
whom  were  given 


Their  family  consists  of  five  children,  to 
the  following  names:  Fred  M., 
and  Arthur  M.  The 
of  the  Ogden 


Politically  Mr.  Sadler  is 


I. 


connected  with  any  church. 

property  in  this  cityr,  at  No.  123  Fifth  street,  \\  est 
side,  where  he  expects  to  spend  his  remaining 
days. 

ON.  JOHN  McARTHUR,  surveyor  and 
farmer,  living  on  section  36,  Monroe  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  March 
22,  1827.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Barrett)  McArthur,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  respectively.  The  former  was  born  in 
1786,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  First 
Lieutenant  under  Col.  McDaniel,  who  was  stationed 
with  his  regiment  at  Ft.  Gratiot,  Mich.  Just  how 

l 
j! 

some  years  after  his  death,  which  occured  Jan.  1, 
1840,  in  Philadelphia,  received  a  land- warrant  for 
his  services. 

|  was  a 

born  in  Virginia  in  1793,  and  died  in  this  county  in 
October,  1859.  She  left  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  besides  an  adopted  daughter.  The  record  of 
the  family  is  as  follows:  Ann  married  Joseph  Rob¬ 
bins,  a  wealthy  farmer  living  near  Marion;  Fred¬ 
erick  P.  married  Elizabeth  Jones,  and  they  are  both 
\  deceased ;  the  former  died  in  California,. and  they 
left  one  daughter;  James  married  Miss  Amanda 
Morton,  and  is  a  widower  living  at  Palo;  Duncan 
married  Freelove  Lucore,  and  is  now  living  in  Col¬ 
orado;  John,  our  subject,  married  Miss  Julia  A. 
Straley,  Feb.  22,  1853;  Daniel  died  at  the  age  of 
fifteen;  Allan  married  Miss  Catherine  Carpenter, 
now  residing  in  Kansas ;  the  adopted  daughter,  Jane, 

married  John  Garrison,  of  Clinton  Township. 

i  Sw 

Mrs.  McArthur,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  12,1827,  and  is,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Furnough)  Stra¬ 
ley,  natives  of  Virginia.  Her  father  was  born  in 


During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 
farmer  and  stock  drover.  His  widow  was 


1804,  and  died  in  1829,  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  hav¬ 
ing  come  from  Virginia  when  a  child.  His  wife  was 
born  in  1806,  and  died  in  July,  1860,  leaving  two 
children,  Mary  and  Julia.  The  former  married 
Lysander  Jones,  who  is  deceased,  and  she  is  now  pSeh 
living  in  Page  County;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  our 
subject. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McArthur,  twelve  children  have 
been  born,  ten  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Sarah  E., 
born  Dec.  5,  1853,  died  when  twelve  days  old; 

Alice  J.,  born  April  24,  1855,  married  Sydney  Mills 
April  11,  1873,  and  lives  in  Cherry  County,  Neb.; 

Laura  L.,  born  May  23,  1856,  became  the  wife  of 
James  Van  Ott,  Jan.  12,  1875  ;  Arthur  D.,  born  Oct. 

7,  1857;  Anna  M.,  March  13,  1859;  Henrietta,  born 
July  30,  1860,  married  Joseph  Pulsiver,  April  28, 

1885  ;  Oscar  E.,  born  Dec.  25, 1861,  is  now  in  Dakota; 

Eliza,  born  Feb.  19,  1864,  died  at  the  age  of  one 
month;  John  P.,  born  May  29,  1865,  is  living  in 
Nebraska,  and  William  A.,  born  Jan.  22,  1867  ;  Fred 
C.,  born  April  6,- 1868,  lives  in  Dakota;  Chester  L., 
born  Feb.  19,  1870;  Benjamin  Edward  McArthur, 
an  adopted  son,  came  into  the  family  when  two 
years  of  age.  He  was  born  Dec.  12,  1854,  married 
a  Miss  Ware,  of  Kansas,  and  has  one  child. 

Mr.  McArthur  came  with  his  mother  and  family 
to  this  county  in  1846,  entering  land  on  section  31, 
Monroe  Township,  where  our  subject  bought  a  piece 
of  land,  and  which  was  the  first  he  ever  owned. 

His  wife’s  family  were  also  early  pioneers,  coming 
here  as  early  as  1851.  He  laid  out  many  of  the 
roads  in  the  county,  being  a  surveyor.  I  he  Mc¬ 
Arthur  family  for  generations  were  pioneers,  living 
on  the  border.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
provision  dealer,  and  supplied  provisions  to  the 
surveyors  of  the  Virginia  Military  Reservation. 

Mr.  McArthur  owns  590  acres  of  good  land,  and 
has  engaged  in  feeding  and  shipping  cattle.  In 
1876  he  erected  a  fine  brick  dwelling-house,  and  is 
known  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  practical  farm¬ 
ers  in  the  township.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
commenced  surveying,  which  he  followed  for  some 
seven  years,  having  laid  out  some  of  the  towns  in 
this  county.  In  1852  he  was  elected  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  on  the  Whig  ticket,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  and  doing  business  with  Hon.  James  W. 
Grimes,  of  this  State,  who  was  also  elected  on  the 
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^  hig  ticket.  Mr.  McArthur  was  in  the  House 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  amend  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  State.  He  served  one  term  of  two  years. 
He  introduced  the  hill  which  was  passed  creating 
the  county  of  \  inton,  which  was  subsequently 
changed  to  Benton.  This  was  the  last  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  McArthur  has  acted 
with  the  Democracy.  He  assisted  in  the  carrying 
on  of  the  war,  and  aided  many  a  poor  soldier  by 
supplying  his  wants  while  in  the  field,  and  was  a 
thorough-going  Union  man. 

Mr.  McArthur  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  McArthur  owns  in  her 
own  right  forty -seven  acres  of  land,  near  the  round¬ 
house  in  Cedar  Rapids,  which  she  is  holding  for  her 
heirs.  1  his  she  secured  with  her  own  money.  Mr 
and  Mrs.  McArthur  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  their 
neighbors,  and  bear  a  most  excellent  name  for  their 
kindliness  of  disposition  and  their  upright  lives. 


OlIN  C.  G.  SC  III  LIZ,  farmer  and  stock¬ 
breeder,  living  on  section  36,  Monroe  Town- 
ship,  was  born  in:  Schwerin,  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  Nov.  20, II 839.  He  is  the  son  of 
Christopher  and  Stina  (Listz)  Schultz.  They  were 
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the  parents  of  three  children — John  C.  G.  of  this 
sketch,  Amelia  and  Louisa.  Our  subject  married 
Miss  Dora  T.  Kulper,  March  11,  1860,  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Her  parents  were  Christian  and  Dora  (Ab- 
a-  lb  bott)  Kulper,  natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1859;  the  father  was  a  tailor  by 
trade,  and  died  in  July,  1860;  the  mother  died  in 
this  county  in  1871,  and  left  three  children — Mary, 
Dora  and  Christian.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Schultz  have 
had  four  children:  Charlie,  born  in  1861;  Dora 
M.,  March  31,  1864;  Mary  L.,  March  1,  1870; 


0 


and  George  L.,  Jan.  22,  1874. 

Mr.  Schultz  worked  on  the  Lehigh  Navigation 
Railroad  in  Pennsylvania  for  eight  years  as  a  brake- 
man.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1855,  and  to  Linn 
County  in  186/,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  Germans 


of  this  township.  When  lie  settled  upon  his  present 
farm  he  had  thirty  acres  of  timber  land,  and  was  in 
debt  $150;  but,  thanks  to  his  own  pluck  and  per¬ 
severance  and  that  of  his  good  wife,  they  now  have 
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a  fine  farm  of  120  acres,  and  have  laid  away  a  nice  „ 
little  fortune  to  support  them  in  their  declining 
years.  They  have  a  very  interesting  family  of 
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three  children.  Mr.  Schultz  is  a 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  votes  the  Dem 
ocratic  ticket.  He  and  his  good  wife  have  the  3 
respect  and  good-will  of  all  who  know  them. 
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HARLES  F.  FLOYD,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Courier  Journal  at  Center  Point,  is  a 
native  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  was  born  April 
27,  1865.  He  is  the  son  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  C. 
(Griffith)  Floyd,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  Isaiah  Floyd  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  a  skillful  workman,  and  an  energetic  and  in¬ 
dustrious  citizen.  During  the  late  war  he  served 
as  a  Union  soldier  in  Co.  B,  20th  Iowa,  and  after  his 
military  services  were  ended  he  settled  in  Center 
Point,  which  has  since  remained  his  home.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living;  they  are  Will- 
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iam  L.,  F.  H.,  Charles  F.,  George  P.,  Edgar 


1! 


Lulu  R.,  Bertha  G.,  Del lis  B.  and  Arlie  D 

Charles  F.  Floyd  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof,  receiving  careful  home  training  and  attending 
the  district  school.  In  the  fall  of  1879,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  he  started  out  for  himself  and 
learned  the  printer’s  trade  at  Center  Point.  Two 
years  later,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  became  one  of 
the  publishers  of  the  Courier  Journal.  lie  has 
been  in  this  office  since  the  time  he  began  as 
“youngest  hand,”  and  is  now  sole  publisher  and 
editor  of  the  sheet.  He  is  a  member  of  the  craft 
of  the  “art  preservative”  fully  worthy  of  the  com¬ 
mendations  and  numerous  press  notices  which  he 
has  already  received. 

Mr.  Floyd  is  a  practical  paragrapher  as  well  as 
a  practical  printer,  and  fills  his  niche  in  journalism 
in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner.  His  present  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  newspaper  men  of  the  West  is  the 
just  reward  of  his  perseverance,  his  independence 
of  expression  and  the  happy  faculty  of  correctly 
judging  of  the  demands  of  the  times.  He  is  out¬ 
spoken  and  fearless  in  his  impressions  of  right  and 
wrong,  making  it  his  chief  endeavor  to  give  honor 
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alone  where  honor  is  due.  Although  not  aged  as 
regards  the  number  of  years,  he  has  still  had  suffi¬ 
cient  experience  as  editor  and  publisher  to  enable 
him  to  give  abundant  satisfaction  to  his  patrons. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Minnie  H.  Dunlap,  on  the  12th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1886.  Mi’s.  F.  is  an  amiable  and  accomplished 
lady,  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  aims  and 
success  of  her  husband.  They  are  pleasantly  lo¬ 
cated  and  enjoy  the  friendship  and  association  of 
the  cultivated  people  of  this  vicinity. 

- — 


AMES  R.  PATTON,  an  enterprising  and  en¬ 
ergetic  business  man  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  at 
present  agent  for  D.  H.  McDonald  &  Co., 
dealers  in  hides,  wool,  tallow  and  fur.  Mr. 
Patton  is  a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  was  born 
Dec.  10,  1836.  His  parents  were  P.  P.  and  Jennie 
(Roney)  Patton,  natives  of  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively.  The  father  was  an  architect  and 
builder,  and  emigrated  to  Canada  when  a  young- 
man.  He  was  skilled  in  his  calling  and  superintended 
the  erection  of  the  first  public  building  in  Toronto. 
He  was  also  a  writer  of  considerable  note,  both  in 
poetry  and  prose,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Rebellion  of  1836-37,  being  united  with  the  patri¬ 
otic  side.  He  was  on  intimate  terms  with  such 
leaders  as  Baldwin,  Matthews,  Yidwell  and  Von 
Sholts.  He  published  and  was  the  author  of  the 
poem  “Before  the  Bud  does  swell  again,  we  will 
drive  them  from  the  land,”  which  created  such  a 
sensation  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  came  near  being 
the  cause  of  his  having  to  leave  the  country.  P.  P. 
Patton  was  a  brother  of  Charles  F.  Patton,  one  of 
the  first  architects  and  builders  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
ten  children.  The  record  is  as  follows :  Sarah,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Kennedy,  a  Quaker  of  Kentucky; 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  W.  North,  a 
wholesale  grocer  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  James  R.,  a 
resident  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  Henry 


engaged  with  the 


Spruve  of  Cincinnati;  Charles  F, 

Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company  as  general  travel- 
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ing  agent  for  the  United  States;  Daniel,  foreman  in 
the  canning  department  of  the  Kansas  City  Packing 
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House;  Edwin,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Penitentiary  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  Margaret  became  r: 
the  wife  of  Dr.  John  H.  O’Brien,  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Jennie  is  now 
Mrs.  Anderson,  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Nebraska  ;£r ip 
Ella  and  Edward  Armstrong  were  married,  and  he  j 
is  the  head  of  the  Merchant’s  Police  and  Fire  Alarm 
of  Cincinnati,  and  organized  the  first  city  patrol 
there;  Edward  and  Dan  served  with  distinction  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  on  the  Union  side.  This 
is  really  a  remarkable  record  of  a  large  family, 
nearly  every  member  of  which  is  filling  a  responsi¬ 
ble  position  in  life. 

The  boyhood  days  of  James  R,  Patton  were 
mostly  spent  in  school  at  Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  where 
he  graduated  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He 
then  went  to  Cincinnati  to  learn  the  tanner’s  trade, 
and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years.  In  1 858, 

J.  R.  Grant,  father  of  Gen.  Grant,  sent  our  subject, 
in  company  with  J.  F.  Fell,  to  Galena,  Ill.,  to  take 
the  place  of  his  son,  Orwell,  who  was  then  sick  and 
shortly  afterward  died  of  consumption,  in  his  tan¬ 
nery  at  that  place,  and  our  subject  filled  that  posi¬ 
tion  for  about  two  years.  It  was  during  this  time 
that  Gen.  Grant  came  to  Galena  and  began  work  in 
the  tannery,  and  an  intimate  friendship  sprang  up 
between  our  subject  and  the  General,  which  always 
continued  to  exist  until  the  grand  old  man  passed 
to  the  home  of  the  hereafter.  In  after  years  Gen. 
Grant  offered  our  subject  lucrative  positions,  both 
civil  and  military,  all  of  which  Mr.  Patton  declined, 
as  he  was  doing  a  profitable  business  of  his  own. 
After  remaining  in  the  tannery  for  two  years  our 
subject  became  associated  with  Henry  Ehlen,  of 
Chicago,  and  they  started  a  saddlery  and  hardware 
store  at  Galena,  under  the  name  of  Ehlen  &  Patton. 

This  relationship  continued  for  two  years,  when  Mr. 
Patton  bought  out  the  interest  of  his  partner  and 
carried  on  the  business  alone  until  1865.  He  then 
started  West  on  business,  with  a  train  of  eiffht  waff- 
ons  loaded  with  goods  and  bound  for  Virginia  City, 
Mont.  He  succeeded  in  taking  his  train  success¬ 
fully  through  the  different  tribes  of  hostile  Indians, 
who  were  then  at  war  with  the  Government,  and 
this  without  asking  for  a  guard,  all  trains  at  that 
time  being  supplied  with  a  cavalry  escort  by  the 
Government,  when  requested.  This  trip  was  made 
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about  the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
the  price  of  goods  consequently  went  down  rapidly, 
and  our  subject  suffered  a  hea  vy  loss.  Lie  recovered 
from  this  disaster  as  philosophically  as  possible, 
and,  returning  to  Chicago,  put  up  large  rendering- 
works  on  Archer  avenue.  He  operated  there  for 
one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Galena,  where,  in 
company  with  .John  O’Dure  at  first,  and  subse¬ 
quently  with  Samuel  Lehner,  continued  in  business 
until  1875.  During  that  year  he  went  to  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  soon  after  was  engaged  to  manage  the 
branch  house  of  «J.  R.  Baker  in  the  hide,  fur  and 
tallow  business,  and  was  thus  occupied  for  about 
two  years. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Patton’s  engaging  in  the  ren¬ 
dering  business  at  Chicago,  all  establishments  of 
that  kind  were  ordered  to  build  outside  the  corpor¬ 
ation,  and  it  was  in  consequence  of  this  order  that 
our  subject  disposed  of  his  business  there  at  a 
great  sacrifice  and  went  to  Galena.  After  leaving 
Chicago  he  went  to  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  engaged  in 
speculations  in  mining  stock  and  real  estate,  meet¬ 
ing  with  success,  but  in  1877,  when  the  financial 
storm  swept  over  the  Pacific  Coast,  he  lost  all  his  ac¬ 
cumulations.  After  disengaging  from  the  hide,  fur 
and  tallow  business,  our  subject  was  employed  in  the 
same  capacity  by  D.  II.  McDonald  &  Co.,  running  on 
the  road  for  three  years,  and  afterward  took  charge  of 
their  business  house  at  Cedar  Rapids,  which  position 
he  lias  occupied  since  that  time.  He  keeps  two  men 
on  the  road,  employs  a  book-keeper,  and  also  has 
two  men  for  miscellaneous  business. 

Mr.  Patton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hester  Harney,  at  Cincinnati,  in  1856,  and  of  their 
union  six  children  have  been  born.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Byrne,  is  a  resident 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  her  husband  being  engaged  in 
the  dry -goods  business;  Belle  E.,  Frank  J.,  Lulu  J., 
Birdie  M.  and  Raymond  R.  are  at  home.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  fair  and  square  business  man,  with  remark- 
able  executive  ability.  He  is  active  and  alert,  and 
a  valuable  assistant  in  the  business  of  the  company 
with  which  lie  is  connected.  Politically  he  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character 
and  decided  views,  and  fearlessly  maintains  what  he 
believes  to  be  true  and  right.  The  family  occupies  a 
fine  residence  at  No.  81  Third  avenue. 
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ANIEL  SMITH.  The  parents  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  notice  were  both  born  in  Ohio,  the 
name  of  the  father  being  John,  and  that 
of  the  mother,  Catharine  (Woodring)  Smith. 
After  their  marriage  they  settled  in 
County,  Ohio,  where  they  continued  to  reside,  and 
where  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1849. 
During  that  year  lie  came  to  Iowa  and,  settling  in 
Buffalo  Township,  Linn  County,  lie  continued  his 
avocation  in  life.  He  made  a  settlement  on  section 
6,  that  township,  where  iie  improved  a  farm  and 
was  occupied  in  labor  at  bis  chosen  vocation  for 
many  years,  He  finally  removed  to  Maine  Town-  : 
ship,  and  about  two  years  later  took  lip  his  residence  3  j 
at  Marion.  His  good  wife  died  at  Marion,  July  1 , 
1879,  after  having  borne  her  husband  four  children, 

°  *jL  L 

whom  they  named  Joshua,  Daniel,  Joseph  and 
Sarah.  John  Smith  still  resides  at  Marion,  aged 
seventy-seven. 

Daniel  Smith  is  a  successful  and  well-to-do  farmer 
residing  on  section  6,  Buffalo  Township.  He  was 
horn  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  14,  1832. 

The  financial  condition  of  his  parents  would  not 
permit  of  his  receiving  a  collegiate  education,  and 
what  information  lie  possesses  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools.  1 1  is  early  years  were  passed  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Pickaway  County,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  live  with  the  old  folk  until  their  removal 
to,  and  settlement  in  Buffalo  Township,  in  the  spring 
of  1850,  and  our  subject  has  continued  to  make 
that  township  his  home  until  the  present  time.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  180  acres  of  laud,  120  of  which 
are  under  an  advanced  state  of  cultivation,  and  in 
following  the  general  routine  of  a  farmer’s  life  he 
lias  met  and  is  meeting  with  that  success  which  is 
the  reward  of  perseverance  and  energy. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Buffalo  Township,  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1853,  to  Miss  Anna  M.,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  L.  and  Hannah  (Hall)  Bruner.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  was  born  in  Germany;  her  mother  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio.  After  their  marriage  they  took 
up  their  residence  in  Fairfield  County,  whence  they 
removed  to  Logan  County,  same  State,  and  there 
lived  for  sixteen  years,  her  father  being  engaged 
the  while  in  farming.  In  1851  the  Bruner  family 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Buffalo  Township,  the 
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head  of  the  family  continuing  to  labor  at  his  chosen 
vocation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  De¬ 
cember,  1860.  His  good  wife  died  June  26,  1886. 
They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Smith  of  this 
notice  was  the  oldest  in  order  of  birth.  Her  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  are  Christina,  Simon  P.,  Catharine, 
jr 
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Laura,  Lovina  J.,  Elizabeth  M.,  Lewis  A.,  Mary  M. 
and  Lydia  A.  Christina,  Catharine,  Laura  and 
Lydia  A.  are  deceased.  She  was  born  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  23,  1833,  and  of  her  union  with 
our  subject  eight  children  have  been  born  and 
named,  Annetta  J.,  Mary  E.,  Rosetta  E.,  John  L., 
Hannah  C.,  Adeline  A.,  Ira  D.  and  Urias  J.  Annetta 
J.  died  when  fifteen  years  of  age;  Mar}'  E.  is  the 
wife  of  R.  H.  Eddy,  and  they  are  living  in  Audubon 
County,  Iowa;  Rosetta  E.  lives  at  home;  John  L. 
married  Ada  M.  Beebe,  and  they  are  living  in  Buf¬ 
falo  Township;  Hannah  C.  is  the  wife  of  James 
;  Woodson,  a  farmer  of  Boulder  Township;  Adeline 
died  when  sixteen  years  of  age;  Ira  D.  is  a  resident 
;  of  Custer  County,  Neb.;  Urias  J.  died  Sept.  18, 
1886.  Mr.  Smith  has  held  the  office  of  School  Di- 

A* 

rector,  Township  Trustee  and  Road  Overseer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant  Church.  In  politics  he  is  Republican.  In 
1884  Mr.  Smith  purchased  some  polled  Augus  cat¬ 
tle  and  is  turning  his  attention  to  that  class  of  stock, 

M  having  sold  all  of  his  horned  cattle.  A  view  of  his 

residence  appears  on  another  page  in  this  volume. 
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OHN  WEARE.  Among  those  yet  living  as 
witnesses  of  the  remarkable  development  of 
this  section  of  country,  and  who  has  con¬ 
tributed  his  quota  to  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
notice.  He  was  born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
Oct.  8,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Cynthia 
(Ashley)  Weare,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Peter  Weare,  was  a  son 
of  Mesheck  Weare,  a  native  of  England.  The  lat- 
ter  located  in  New  Hampshire  at  an  early  day,  and 
from  the  history  of  that  State  we  gather  these 
facts:  “He  was  a  man  of  sound  understanding, 
calm  temper,  possessing  a  benevolent  heart,  was  a 


ripe  scholar,  accurate  in  his  judgment,  of  modest 
deportment,  and  prudent  and  diligent.  So  great 
was  the  confidence  imposed  in  him  that  he  was 
made  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  the  people 
did  not  scruple  to  invest  him,  at  the  same  time, 
with  the  highest  offices;  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial.  To  the  offices  of  President  of  the  State 
and  Judge,  he  continued  to  be  chosen,  by  annual 
elections,  through  the  stormy  period  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  discharged  his  various  duties  with  un¬ 
surpassed  fidelity  and  wisdom,  and  departed  this 
life  while  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.” 

John  Weare,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  lived  in 
his  native  State  until  1832,  when  he  moved  to  Al¬ 
legan,  Mich.,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  place 
engaged  in  farming.  He  cleared  up  two  large 
farms,  which  he  improved,  and  also  erected  mills,  and 
was  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  being; 
successful  in  the  different  avocations  of  his  life.  He 
became  the  head  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living:  John,  our  subject,  is  the 
eldest.  The  remaining  children  are  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  F. 
Ely,  Mrs.  Lydia  Ely,  Charles,  Mrs.  Sarah  Carpen¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Lawson  Daniels,  and  George,  a  banker  of 
Sioux  City,  Iowa.  The  mother  died  in  1842,  and 
the  father  followed  her  to  that  better .  home  in 
1856,  his  demise  occurring  at  Cedar  Rapids. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  received  about  six 
months’  schooling  during  each  year  until  lie  was 
about  thirteen  years  old.  Then,  in  company  with 
his  cousin,  he  went  to  Vermont,  where  he  became  a 
merchant’s  clerk,  and  followed  that  vocation  until 
eighteen  years  old.  He  also  bought  and  sold  cat¬ 
tle,  and  was  otherwise  engaged  in  a  manner  calcula¬ 
ted  to  add  to  his  exchequer.  In  1835  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming  and 
official  life  until  1845,  when  he  came  to  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids.  He  spent  the  first  year  in  traveling  from  Da¬ 
venport  to  Dubuque,  with  an  -eye  to  locating  a 
farm  for  himself,  and  at  the  same  time  collecting 
for  a  paper  called  the  Miner's  Express.  He  finally 
entered  160  acres  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  opposite  Cedar  Rapids,  upon  which  he  loca¬ 
ted  and  at  once  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  The 
first  year  he  succeeded  in  plowing  eighty  acres,  and 
raised  a  good  crop  of  sod  corn.  That  winter  he 
purchased  some  hogs,  which  he  fed,  and  his  increase 
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by  the  next  fall  was  sufficient  to  make  about  six 
wagon  loads  of  pork,  which  he  marketed  at  Du¬ 
buque.  The  journey  required  three  days,  and  he 
received  for  his  product  the  sum  of  $200  in  five- 
franc  pieces,  and  putting  them  all  in  a  red  bandana, 
and  going  immediately  to  the  land-office  he  paid 
for  his  1 00  acres. 

Mr.  Weare  brought  the  first  steel  plow  into  Linn 
County.  lie  purchased  six  of  these  from  the  Deer 
Manufactory  at  Grand  Detour,  Ill.,  when  Mr.  Deer 
only  had  four  men  in  his  employ,  and  our  subject 
had  to  stay  a  week  at  the  factory  before  he  could 
get  them.  Mr.  Weare  also  erected  the  first  saw¬ 
mill  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  helped  to  build  the  dam 
jjpi  ,jl  across  the  river.  He,  with  six  yoke  of  cattle, 
drew  the  logs  for  the  construction  of  the  dam.  lie 
beheld  emigration  coming  in  by  the  hundreds,  and 
thus  conceived  the  idea  of  starting  a  real-estate 
agency.  Opening  an  office  he  procured  a  safe  and 
began  the  business,  which  increased  each  day  until 
his  safe  was  filled  with  gold,  given  to  him  for  safe 
keeping  by  emigrants  coming  into  the  country.  Ilis 
first  partner  in  business  was  Daniel  O.  Finch,  at 
present  United  States  Attorney.  The  second  part¬ 
ner  was  George  Greene,  at  that  time  one  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Judges;  Col.  Benton,  his  third  partner,  was 
a  nephew  of  Thomas  Benton,  the  prominent  United 
States  Senator. 

John  Weare  established  his  first  bank  in  Cedar 
Rapids  in  184(5.  He,  in  company  with  other  gen- 
tj  W  tlemen,  also  established  the  first  bank  at  Des 
Moines,  and  likewise  at  Council  Bluffs.  He  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  the  railroad  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  State,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  place 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  in  the  building  of  the  first 
railroad  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  Cedar  Rapids. 
His  time,  his  energy,  and  his  means  have  not  only 
been  contributed  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  of 
his  adoption,  but  of  the  entire  county  and  even 
State.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  Weare  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Park- 
hurst,  of  Allegan,  Mich.,  in  1840.  The  children  by 
this  union  are  Portis  B.,  Laura  P.,  Ely  E.,  Charles 
A.  and  Martha.  Mrs.  Weare  departed  this  life  in 
1858,  aud  our  subject  formed  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance,  with  Miss  Martha  Rodgers,  of  Clinton,  this 
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State,  and  a  native  of  New  York.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  the  latter  union — Susan  C.  and 
Sophia  II. 

Beginning  life  a  poor  boy,  Mr.  Weare  has  worked  :  i 
his  way  up  the  ladder  of  fortune,  step  by  step,  un¬ 
til  lie  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  handsome  com-  s  - 

dir  1 

petency,and  has  made  a  reputation  for  straightfor-  K  h 

ward  and  honest  dealing  that  will  shine  brightly  £ 

upon  his  record  when  he  shall  have  gone  to  the  H  i 

Rp'  l 

home  beyond  the  grave.  Hfiji 


Y'OHN  A.  FLEMING,  of  Spring  Grove  Town-  jj 
ship,  is  a  wealthy  and  enterprising  agricult¬ 
urist,  residing  on  his  fine  farm  on  section  s 
31.  Ilis  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  beau-  : 
tiful  in  Linn  County,  and  attracts  the  attention  of  q 
the  passer-by  from  all  points.  Mr.  Fleming  is  a  : 
native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  and  was  born  May  a 
10,  1842.  His  parents  were  James  and  Armilda  a 
(Evans)  Fleming.  The  mother  of  our  subject  de¬ 
parted  this  life  about  the  year  1843,  and  left  two 
sons,  the  subject  of  our  notice  and  his  brother 
George. 

John  A.  Fleming  and  Mrs.  Emma  (Putney)  Hyde 
were  united  in  marriage  Nov.  14,  1869.  Mrs.  Em¬ 
ma  Fleming  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.Y., 
June  9,  1843.  Her  parents  are  deceased.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Fleming  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Alma  A.  and  Maude  L. 

Mr.  Fleming  is  the  possessor  of  200  acres  of  fine 
farming  land,  all  improved  and  under  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation.  He  has  a  fine  dwelling  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  barn,  32x40  feet  in  dimensions,  with  a  stone 
basement  under  the  entire  building.  All  his  other 
out-buildings  are  of  first-class  quality,  and  every-  >] 
thing  in  and  around  the  homestead  indicates  thrift 
and  prosperity.  Mr.  Fleming  came  to  the  State  of 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1850.  In  addition  to  his  ordi¬ 
nary  agricultural  operations  he  is  also  engaged  in 
raising  thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  swine.  His  cattle  are  of  the  celebrated  Mott 
family,  and  of  these  he  exhibits  some  very  fine  :  { 
specimens. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the 

working  out  by  the  month  at  $25  per  month.  Ilis 


war  Mr.  Fleming  was 


^r,r 


Lilli  J  mm  KXSJULjj 

nrStri  Urt vj( irrirr lU ifiri it xi  U 


i  MinirrYTr  M: 


D  min  i 


patriotism,  however,  enabled  him  to  forego  all  his 
private  interests  for  the  sake  of  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  he  accordingly  laid  down  the  im¬ 
plements  of  husbandry  and  took  up  the' weapons  of 
war,  enlisting  at  Preston,  Ill.,  in  the  139th  Regular 
H  Illinois  Infantry,  under  the  call  for  100-days’  men. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  re-enlisted,  per¬ 
formed  all  the  duties  of  a  soldier  bravely  and  faith¬ 
fully,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the 
fall  of  1864.  Socially  Mr.  Flemin  g  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Denison  Post  No.  244,  at  Center 
Point.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

After  the  decease  of  his  mother,  the  father  of  our 
subject  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance, 
and  bj-  this  union  there  were  seven  children,  re¬ 
corded  as  follows:  James  C.  left  Iowa  in  1869,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Nebraska,  thence  to  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
and  from  there  to  Washington  Territory,  where  he 
is  now  residing;  Media  A.  also  went  from  Iowa  to 
Nebraska  m  1869,  returned  and  remained  two 
years,  and  then  proceeded  to  Oregon,  which  is  now 
her  home;  Henry  S.  is  a  resident  of  Otter  Creek 
Township,  and  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
Emeline  Andrews;  Verlinda  became  the  wife  of  Le 
Roy  Burch;  Florence  is  unmarried;  Judson  is  a 
mute,  but  a  very  bright  young  man,  and  graduated 
in  the  school  at  Council  Bluffs. 

We  subjoin  the  following  sketch  of  James  Flem¬ 
ing,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  is  now  residing 
on  section  16,  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  farmers  and  influential  citizens 
of  the  Hawkeye  State.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Mary  (McCrury)  Fleming,  natives  of  Kentucky. 

I  he  father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  died 
Jan.  19,  1833,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Mary 
Ileming,  his  wife,  died  in  1877.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows :  Jennie  A.  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Jacob  Forris ;  Elizabeth  married 
Mr.  H.  Metcalf;  the  next  was  James,  of  this  sketch: 
Mary  M.  became  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Metcalf; 
John  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Julia  Paine; 
Nancy  married  Turner  Evans;  Samuel  is  unmar¬ 
ried;  M  illiam  took  for  his  life  partner  Miss  Anne 
E.  Eastman. 

James  Fleming  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amelia  Evans,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  John  A. 

The  former  married  Miss  Emilj- 


and  George  W 


Hyde,  and  George  W.  contracted  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Miss  Rebecca  Andrews. 

The  wife  of  James  Fleming  departed  this  life  in 
1846.  In  due  time  he  contracted  a  second  mar¬ 
riage,  this  time  with  Miss  Rachel  Phillips,  who  bore 
him  seven  children,  one  of  whom,  James  E.,  died 
in  infancy.  The  remainder  are  Henry  S.,  James 
C.,  Meda  A.,  Arilda  A.,  deceased,  and  Mary  M. 
The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Fleming  also  died,  and  he 
married  Mrs.  Arminda  (Boice)  C’hislett,  May  15, 
1860.  Two  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union,  Jason  S.,  a  mute,  and  Flora  C. 

Mr.  James  Fleming  owns  120  acres  of  land.  He 
came  to  Iowa  from  Indiana  in  1850.  He 


was 


A  view  of  Mr.  Fleming’s  residence 
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native  of  the  latter  State,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Dec.  13,  1820.  He  is  a  man  highly  es¬ 
teemed  in  his  community,  and  has  held  the  various 
offices  within  its  gift.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming 
have  been  members  of  the  Christian  Church  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  and  Mr.  F.  holds  the  office 
of  Deacon  in  that  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  but  lately  has  been  interested  in  the  Prohibi¬ 
tion  movement. 
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7  OHN  S.  LOVE,  M.  D.,  residing  at  Spring- 
ville,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  medical 
practitioners,  not  only  in  this  county  but  in 
the  State,  is  the  son  of  John  and  Priscilla 
(Smith).  Love,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were 
married  and  settled  in  Juniata  County,  Pa.,  at  Mif¬ 
flin,  where  the}-  remained  for  a  few  years  and  then 
removed  to  Huntingdon  County,  which  they  made 
their  permanent  home.  The  mother  died  when 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  A  few  years  after,  when 
on  a  visit  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  father 
sickened  and  died  in  Springville.  They  had  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  seven  children,  six  sons  and  one  daughter, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  four  lived  to  at¬ 
tain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood :  Thomas,  a 
farmer  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  is  now  retired  from  act¬ 
ive  labor.  Enoch  Hope  carried  on  farming  a  few 
years  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years.  Emily  died  at  her  father’s 
home  when  about  twenty-three  3-ears  old.  John 
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Love  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and 
the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  also  during  the  later 
years  of  his  life  followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer. 
Dr.  John  S.  Love  was  born  in  Huntingdon  County, 
Pa.,  May  1!),  1831.  He  spent  his  early  life  at  home 
and  attending  the  public  schools  until  eleven  years  of 
age.  He  then  studied  under  a  private  tutor  for 
three  years,  and  spent  three  years  more  at  Tusca- 
rora  Academy,  when  he  entered  the  junior  class 
at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg,  Washington  Co., 
Pa.,  from  which  he  graduated  with  honors  in  1850. 
He  then  took  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  three  j'ears 
later  that  of  A.  M.  Immediately  after  graduating 
from  college  he  accepted  a  position  as  Principal  of 
Oakdell  Academy,  near  Harper’s  Ferry,  Va.,  where 
he  was  occupied  one  year.  We  next  find  him  act¬ 
ing  in  the  capacity  of  Principal  of  Monte  View 
Academy  at  Potter’s  Bank,  Center  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
he  continued  for  two  years.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Shepherds- 
town,  Va.,  pursued  his  studies  for  nearly  three  years 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  W.  I.  Wilson,  of  Pot¬ 
ter’s  Bank,  Pa.,  attended  lectures  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1850.  He  first  established  him¬ 
self  in  business  at  Snow  Shoe,  Center  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
continued  there  until  the  fall  of  1858,  when,  hoping 
to  better  his  financial  condition,  he  came  to  this 
county  and  located  at  Springville.  He  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  follow  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
that  place  until  the  present  time,  with  gratifying- 
success. 

Dr.  Love  is  known  far  and  near  throughout  this 
county  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  trust¬ 
worthy  physicians  within  its  boundary  lines.  He  has 
built  up  a  magnificent  practice  and  is  respected  not 
only  for  his  ability  as  a  physician  but  for  his  ster¬ 
ling  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Linn  County  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  now  known  as  the  Iowa  Union  Medical  So¬ 
ciety.  He  has  for  many  years  been  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  and  also  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Love  was  united  in  marriage  at  Springville, 
with  Miss  Alice  C.  Stone,  Sept.  28,  1865.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Susan  (Gardener)  Stone,  and 
was  born  in  Linn  County,  Oct.  5,  1849.  Of  her 


union  with  our  subject  one  child  was  born,  and 
died  in  infancj\  The  wife  and  mother  departed 
this  life  in  Springville  of  consumption,  June  22, 
1872. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  independent  in  pol¬ 
itics,  although  prior  to  the  war  he  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  Doctor  is  proprietor 
of  about  300  acres  of  valuable  land  besides  consid¬ 
erable  village  property.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  one  of  the  foremost  citi¬ 
zens  of  this  county. 


D.  POPE.  The  thriving  city  of  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  is  well  represented  by  a  thorough-going, 
wide-awake  and  energetic  class  of  business 
men,  among  whom  N.  D.  Pope  has  a  prominent 
place.  He  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business, 
and  is  also  agent  for  the  American  Colonization 
Company,  which  has  its  office  in  England,  and  is 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  young  men  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  from  sixteen  to  thirty  years  of  age,  in  the 
homes  of  well-to-do  farmers  in  this  country,  the 
farmer  receiving  a  cash  bonus  of  $75,  and  paying 
the  young  man  $5  per  month  for  one  year.  These 
young  men  are  from  the  better,  and  often  the  best, 
classes  of  society,  are  well  educated,  and  are  desir¬ 
able  accessions  to  any  family, 

Mr.  Pope  was  born  in  Ohio,  May  15,  1844,  and 
is  a  son  of  Eliab  8.  and  Sarah  (Stocker)  Pope,  na¬ 
tives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  The  parents 
left  the  stony  hills  of  their  native  State  in  1836 
and  moved  to  Ohio,  where  they  located  on  a  farm. 
The  father  built  a  log  house  in  which  the  family 
domiciled,  and  all  went  to  work  with  a  will  to  im¬ 
prove  the  land  and  establish  a  permanent  home. 
The  father  continued  a  resident  of  Ohio  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  Sandusky  in  1884,  after  . 
he  was  eighty-five  years  old.  The  mother  3’et  sur¬ 
vives.  and  is  living  in  Sandusky,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Univer- 
salist  Church,  and  the  father  was  a  strong  advocate 
of  free  schools  and  temperance.  He  became  the 
head  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
3?et  living:  John,  a  farmer  of  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Thomas  Neill,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio;  Millicent,  Mrs. 


Ginn,  also  living  in  Ohio;  and  Nathaniel  D.,  the 
subject  of  this  notice. 

Our  subject  lived  on  his  father’s  farm,  attended 
the  district  school,  assisted  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  family  and  developed  into  manhood.  On  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  he  enlisted,  at  Fremont,  Ohio, 
during  the  call  for  100-day  men,  but  was  afterward 
taken  sick  and  was  unable  to  do  military  duty. 
Returning  home,  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  drug¬ 
store  at  Fremont,  which  position  he  held  for  five 
years.  In  1869  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settling  at 
Vinton,  Benton  County,  took  charge  of  a  drug¬ 
store.  Remaining  at  Vinton  for  four  years,  he  in 
1874  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  purchased  the 
drug-store  and  business  of  Dr.  J.  C.  May,  having 
as  a  partner  in  the  business  J.  L.  Billau.  The  firm 
of  Pope  &  Billau  continued  for  some  seven  years, 
when  our  subject  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Billau. 

In  1882  Mr.  Pope  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business,  in  which  he  has  continued  until  the  pres¬ 
ent  writing.  He  handles  farm  property  throughout 
the  different  States  of  the  Union,  and  likewise  city 
property  of  all  kinds,  his  office  being  located  at  No. 
49  South  Third  street.  He  is  considerably  inter¬ 
ested  in  Cedar  Rapids  property,  store  buildings, 
vacant  lots,  residences,  etc.,  and  in  farming  lands 
throughout  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

Mr.  Pope  was  married  to  Miss  S.  C.  Rock  in  1874. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Hor- 
lidge)  Rock,  of  4  inton,  Iowa,  and  of  her  union 
with  our  subject  one  child,  Elizabeth  I.,  has  been 
born.  Their  residence  is  pleasantly  located  on  the 
corner  of  A  avenue  and  Fifth  street.  In  politics 
Mr.  Pope  is  a  Republican. 


(^\  BEL  EVANS,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Rapids 
Township,  resides  on  section  33,  just  out¬ 
side  the  city  limits  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  1865.  Upon  his  ar¬ 
rival,  he  purchased  117  acres  of  good  farming  land 
which,  in  addition  to  subsequent  purchases,  now 
aggregates  200  acres  and  constitutes  the  present 


homestead.  The  success  of  Mr.  Evans  in  his 
chosen  profession,  that  of  a  farmer,  has  seldom  been 
equaled  or  excelled.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  was  born  on  the  Monongahela  River,  in 
Greene  County,  on  St.  Valentine’s  Day,  in  the  year 
1810.  His  father,  George  Evans,  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  whose  ancestors  were  of  Welsh  extrac¬ 
tion.  The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Lydia 
Brice.  George  Evans  was  reared  on  the  parental 
homestead  where  his  parents  had  settled  when  he 
was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years.  The  country  at  that 
time  was  wild  and  new,  but  his  father  and  mother 
were  of  that  stanch  stuff  which  enabled  them  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  combat  with  the  difficulties  always 
awaiting  the  pioneer  and,  upon  the  place  where 
they  first  decided  to  establish  a  home,  they  stead¬ 
fastly  remained  throughout  their  lifetime,  the  father 
dying  at  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-four  years,  and 
the  mother  at  the  age  of  ninety.  They  came  of  a 
race  of  long-lived  people,  the  result  of  temperate 
habits,  careful  lives,  and  abstinence  from  the  vices 
and  passions  which  constitute  the  bane  of  so  many 
human  lives  in  this  hurrying  and  progressive  age. 

The  father  of  Abel  Evans  was  engaged  as  a  scout 
during  the  Indian  troubles  of  the  last  century,  and 
bravely  and  manfully  fullfilled  the  duties  of  a  col¬ 
onist  and  pioneer.  Abel  was  the  fourth  son  and 
sixth  child  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  who 
clustered  around  the  hearthstone,  and  cheered  the 
hearts  of  their  parents.  Of  this  number,  only  three 
are  living,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  remained  on  the  parental  home¬ 
stead  until  he  attained  3Tears  of  maturity,  receiving 
a  common-school  education,  and  in  earlier  years  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  duties  on  the  farm,  and,  like  his  father 
before  him,  became  well  versed  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  The  year  after  attaining  his  majority,  with 
a  longing  to  see  something  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
native  State,  he  sethis  face  westward  and  journeyed 
to  Knox  Countjq  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  a 
season,  and  then,  longing  for  the  faces  of  his  old 
friends,  returned  to  his  father’s  house,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  county  of  his  birth  on  March  14,  1850, 
to  Miss  R.  E.  Minor.  This  lady  was  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Ella  (Lowrey)  Minor,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minor  came 
to  Iowa,  and  in  1859  settled  in  Putnam  Township, 
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where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
father  lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  eighty -four 
years,  his  death  occurring  in  October,  1877.  The 
mother  survived  him  for  the  space  of  nine  years 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  These  excel¬ 
lent  old  people  were  consistent  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Abel  Evans  re¬ 
paired  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  in  March,  1850, 
settled  on  the  farm  which  his  father  gave  him,  and 
where  he  remained  with  his  family  for  three  years, 
lie.  however,  was  desirous  of  removing  to  the  State 
of  Iowa.  Accordingly,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interests  in  the  Buckeye  State,  crossed 
w  the  Mississippi  into  the  land  of  his  destination,  and 
purchasing  a  partly  improved  farm  in  Johnson 
County,  set  about  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 
This  tract  of  land  consisted  of  300  acres,  and  he 
remained  upon  it  for  several  years.  At  this  time, 
after  a  brief  visit  to  Rapids  Township,  Linn  County, 
he  decided  that  this  locality  was  preferable  to  the 
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one  upon  which  he  had  located,  and  he  accordingly 
made  preperations  to  remove  hither,  arriving  in 
March,  1865.  lie  has  now  a  fine  homestead  with  a 
handsome  modern  dwelling,  and  excellent  barns 
and  out-buildings.  It  is  attractively  situated,  and 
the  traveler  passing  through  the  township  invari¬ 
ably  observes  it  as  among  the  finest  in  that  locality. 

To  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  been 
born  nine  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased :  A 
daughter,  Mary  F.,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  school,  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance  office  of 
Mr.  Henry  Bennett,  of  Cedar  Rapids:  Margaret  is 
HI  a  teacher  and  resides  at  home;  George  A.  has  be¬ 
ll  J  c<  me  a  first-class  carpenter,  and  carries  on  business 
uu  in  Cedar  Rapids;  Flora  A.  has  become  the  wife  of 
Edward  Murray,  who  is  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant 
in  Cedar  Rapids;  Ella  J.  is  now  Mrs.  Henry  Ben¬ 
nett,  and  her  husband  is  the  manager  of  an  insur- 
>  ance  company,  with  headquarters  at  Cedar  Rapids; 
|  Emma  A.  is  a  teacher  and  resides  at  home ;  Winni- 
fred,  the  youngest,  is  also  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  and  two  daughters  are  mem- 
,,  bers  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Evans,  in  the 
I  ‘  early  days,  wasau  old-line  Whig,  his  first  Presiden- 
1  tial  vote  being  cast  for  John  Q.  Adams.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  gave  his 


endorsement  to  its  aims,  and  has  voted  with  it  ever 
since.  He  is  an  upright  citizen,  highly  esteemed  in 
his  community,  and  exerts  his  influence  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  its  best  interests. 

A  view  of  the  home  place  of  Mr.  Evans  appears 
on  page  608. 

Sf]  ACOB  Y.  BISHOP,  an  excellent  citizen  of 
Kpringville,  as  well  as  a  skilled  mechanic,  is 
an  offspring  of  Samuel  and  Eunice  (Votaw) 
Bishop,  the  father  of  French  and  the  mother 
of  Scotch- Welsh  ancestry.  The  former  died  in  In¬ 
diana;  his  aged  partner  survives  and  is  living  at 
Springville.  Their  family  of  children  were  seven 
in  number,  named  Daniel  D.,  Mary  J.,  William  M., 
Rachael  M.,  Thomas,  Samuel  P.  and  Jacob  Y. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  his  parents’  chil¬ 
dren  and  was  born  in  Hamilton  Count}7,  Ind.,  Nov. 
20,  1836.  He  lived  in  his  native  county  until  he 
was  nearly  seven  years  of  age  when,  his  father  hav¬ 
ing  died,  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Lee  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  until  1864.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  14th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  his  country 
faithfully  for  a  little  less  than  two  years,  when  he 
was  taken  down  with  the  measles  and  in  consequence 
thereof  was  discharged  from  the  service.  He  learned 
his  trade  in  Lee  County,  Iowa,  after  an  apprentice¬ 
ship  of  about  eighteen  months,  and  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Samuel  P.,  who,  by  the 
way,  was  his  instructor.  They  were  together  for 
about  three  years,  when  the  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved  and  our  subject  engaged  in  business  for 
himself.  For  about  six  months  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  then  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Bishop  came  to  this  county  in  February, 
1864,  and  settling  at  Springville,  opened  a  black¬ 
smith  shop  and  at  once  began  work.  By  constant 
attention  to  his  business  and  by  doing  good  work 
at  reasonable  prices,  he  has  built  up  a  thriving  and 
increasing  trade.  He  has  now  taken  his  son  into 
the  business  as  a  partner  and  the  firm  was  known 
as  J.  V.  Bishop  <fc  Son.,  the  name  of  the  junior 
partner  being  Jonathan  C.,  until  1885,  when  the 
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son  withdrew,  and  since  which  time  our  subject  has 
carried  on  the  business  alone. 

Mr.  Bishop  was  married,  Sept.  15,  1857,  to  Eliza 
J.  Cook,  a  native  of  Henry  County,  Iowa,  who 
bore  him  seven  children:  Jonathan  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Cynthia  J.  Wink,  and  they  are  living 
in  Anamosa;  Alva  R.  married  Alice  Long  and 
they  are  residents  of  Springville;  Lena  M.  is  the 
wife  of  James  H.  Chattin,  of  Jones  County,  Iowa; 
Corwin  S.  is  working  in  his  father’s  shop;  Mattie 
died  when  three  years  old;  Frank  O.  is  learning 
the  printer’s  trade;  Norris  G.  is  the  youngest. 
Mrs.  Bishop  died  at  Springville,  May  14,  1872,  and 
our  subject  was  again  married,  May  21,  1876,  Miss 
H.  E.  Stone  being  the  other  contracting  party.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Z.  Stone,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  was  born  in  Brown 
Township.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  three 
children  have  been  born — Orville  R.,  H.  Z.  and 
Sarah  E.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  also  holds  fellowship  with  William 
Carbee  Post  No.  270,  of  Springville.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  and  his  wife 
are  both  believers  in  the  tenets  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  -which  they  are  worth}'  mem¬ 
bers. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Bishop’s  residence  is 
shown  on  another  page. 

ON.  R.  D.  STEPHENS.  The  biography  of 
Redman  Davis  Stephens  properly  begins  ten 
years  after  the  first  permanent  w'hite  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States;  when,  on  June 
12,  1630,  there  landed  at  Salem,  with  John  Win- 
throp,  Capt.  John  Gallup,  who  settled  in  Boston, 
and  whose  son,  John,  Jr.,  married  a  relative  of 
Gov.  Winthrop,  and  later,  becoming  a  Captain, 
moved  to  Pequot,  Conn.  He  was  killed  Dec.  25, 
1675,  in  a  battle  with  King  Phillip,  in  the  swamps 
of  Northern  Rhode  Island,  and  left  a  family  of  four 
boys  and  five  girls,  the  seventh  of  these  children 
being  Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry  Stephens. 
Upon  the  testimony  of  a  letter  now  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Mrs.  U pdyke,  of  New  York  City,  it  is  known 
that  Henry  was  the  oldest  son  of  Nicholas  Stephens, 
an  officer  in  Cromwell’s  army,  who  fled  to  America 
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upon  the  return  of  the  Royalists  to  power ;  tradi¬ 
tion  says  that  either  Nicholas  or  Henry  had  broth¬ 
ers,  from  whom  descended  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
of  Georgia,  and  indeed,  all  the  Stephenses  in 
America. 

The  names  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Stephens  ap¬ 
pear  among  the  forty -three  inhabitants  enumerated 
by  the  census  of  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  1668,  and 
they  were  among  those  who  organized  the  first 
Congregational  Church  of  that  place  June  3,  1674. 

On  Dec.  14,  1678,  was  born  their  eldest  son, 
Thomas,  who  was  baptized  Feb.  18,  1693.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Richard,  Henry,  Elizabeth  and  Lucy. 

On  May  26,  1702,  Thomas  married  Mary  Hall  and 
they  located  at  Plainfield,  Conn.,  where  were  born 
Thomas,  Phineas,  Uriah,  Jan.  21,  1708;  Andrew, 
Benjamin,  Samuel  and  Zebulon;  and  by  a  second 
wife,  Jessie,  who  died  in  infancy.  Thomas,  Sr., 
died  at  Canaan,  Conn.,  in  1750,  aged  seventy -two 
years;  Uriah,  son  of  Thomas,  married  his  cousin 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard,  who  was  born  May  4, 

1708;  their  children  were  Uriah,  Jr.,  born  Aug.  27, 

1730;  Mary,  Sarah,  Luc}r  and  Phineas;  all  belonged 
to  the  church  at  Canaan.  Uriah,  Sr.,  was  commis¬ 
sioned  a  Captain  during  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  was  a  member  of  the  Susquehanna  Com¬ 
pany,  and  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  purchase 
the  Connecticut  Claim  of  the  Indians.  He  died 
at  Canaan,  in  October,  1764.  Uriah,  Jr.,  married 
Martha  Rathbun,  and  to  them  were  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Sarah;  Benjamin  died  in  the  Rev-  [GJ^ 
olutionary  Army ;  Polly ;  Uriah,  who  was  also  in  the 
army;  Martha ;  John,  born  April  10,  1766;  Phineas, 
Elijah,  Charles,  William,  a  twin  sister,  and  another, 
Benjamin.  Uriah,  Jr.,  and  eight  other  Stephenses 
were  among  the  eighty-four  colonists  from  Canaan 
who  settled  at  Stillwater,  N.  Y.  He  belonged  to 
the  Susquehanna  Company,  and  in  1773,  moved  to 
Wilkes  Barre,  then  called  Westmoreland,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  made  a  town  officer  at  the  first  election. 

With  the  other  Connecticut  settlers  the  family  suf¬ 
fered  death  and  loss  in  the  valleys  of  Wyoming  and 
the  Susquehanna,  and  were  gradually  driven  up  into 
New  York,  where,  Dec.  25,  1789,  Uriah  settled  at 
Comstock;  he  died  in  1800.  John  Stephens  and 
•  Olive  Franklin  were  married,  Nov.  24,  1785,  and 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  the  father  of  R.  D.,  was 
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their  son.  Olive  Franklin  was  the  daughter  of 
Russel  Franklin,  a  brother  of  Capt.  John  Franklin, 
the  Hero  of  Wyoming,  lie  was  born  at  Wood¬ 
bury,  Conn.,  and  was  twice  married.  II is  life 
was  one  of  terrible  hardship  amid  the  wilderness 
and  the  most  savage  tribes  of  America;  yielding  at 
last  to  an  insane  impulse,  about  1791-92,  he  shot 
himself.  His  children  were  Joseph,  born  17G4;  Ol¬ 
ive,  1707;  Russell,  1769;  Susannah,  1771;  Thank¬ 
ful;  Stephen,  1777,  and  Ichabod,  1779.  Thankful 
died  of  smallpox  in  1778.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
years  Joseph  was  left  in  the  care  of  a  neighbor, 
who  was  killed,  his  house  burned,  and  his  family 
captured  by  the  Indians;  the  boy  ran  for  the  river 
but  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  and  carried  away. 
Sore  and  worn  out,  the  next  day  he  was  left  be¬ 
hind  with  two  Indians,  who  murdered  and  scalped 
him.  While  yet  children,  Russel  and  his  cousin 
Arnold  were  captured ;  together  they  ran  the  gauntlet 
and  escaped  to  the  British  garrison  at  Ft.  Niagara, 
where  the  former  served  as  an  officer’s  waiter,  and 
later,  barely  escaped  scalping  by  an  Indian  in 
Canada.  In  the  spring  of  1781,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  he  was  exchanged  as  a  prisoner  of 
Avar,  and  returned  to  his  father,  to  learn  of  his  moth¬ 
er’s  death  and  the  loss  of  baby  Ichabod.  April  8, 
1781,  as  Susannah  was  going  to  the  spring  for 
water,  she  was  taken  by  an  ambush  of  Indians,  who 
then  rushed  upon  the  house,  fired  it,  and  hurried 
the  mother  and  children  into  the  forest.  .Several 
days  later  they  were  overtaken  by  a  party  of  res¬ 
cuers,  and  in  the  battle  which  ensued  the  prisoners 
came  between  two  fires.  Lying  close  to  the  ground 
the  children  escaped,  but  the  mother,  anxious  for 
the  result  of  the  conflict,  exposed  herself.  Susan¬ 
nah  saw  a  large  Indian  approach  and  warned  her 
mother  to  lie  down,  but  ere  the  warning  could  be 
obeyed  she  was  shot,  and  died  without  speaking. 
The  baby  had  been  taken  into  the  forest  by  the 
Indians,  and  was  never  seen  again.  Olive,  Susan¬ 
nah  and  Stephen  lay  low  b}’  the  dead  mother  until 
they  heard  the  cry:  “Run!  you  dear  souls,  run!” 
Olive  said  afterward :  “  I  had  Stephen  on  my  back, 
and  when  we  heard  the  voices  of  our  friends  we  flew 
Such  are  the  hardships  demanded  of 
empire.  Russel  married  and 
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lived  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,and  Olive,  as  before 


stated,  married  John  Stephens;  she  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  near  Seneca  Lake,  N.  Y.  Their  children 
were  Cynthia,  Franklin,  Uriah  F.,  Phineas,  Elias, 
John  II.,  Alexander  II.,  Frederick,  Daniel  McHenry 
and  Pamelia. 

Alexander  Hamilton  Stephens  was  born  Sept.  8, 
1801,  and  married  Mary  M.  Davis.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  miller,  and  an  early  settler  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Greenwood,  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  spent 
several  winters  in  the  AVest  with  his  son,  R.  D.,  and 
in  early  life  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Legis¬ 
lature.  Industrious,  economical  and  shrewd,  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  considerable  fortune,  and  lived  to  be  a 
hale,  cheerful  old  man;  dying  in  the  fall  of  1881. 
II is  wife,  who  died  many  j'ears  ago,  was  a  sister  of 
the  late  Hon.  John  Davis  of  Greenwood,  and  a 
daughter  of  Levi  S.  Davis,  who,  with  Ira  Davenport, 
erected  and  operated  one  of  the  pioneer  taverns  of 
Steuben  County.  Besides  R.  D.  their  children  w'ere 
Mary  M.,  Mrs.  Joseph  AYoodberry,  born  Dec.  23, 
1832,  died  in  1881;  she  resided  in  Greenwood; 
Charlotte  A.,  Mrs.  William  A.  Crandell,  born  Nov. 
5,  1837;  she  lived  near  Elmira,  and  about  1866 
removed  to  Marion,  Iowa,  where  she  died  May  3, 
1871 ;  Merrit  A.,  born  in  March,  1845,  was  drowned 
in  1847;  Sabrey  H.  was  born  at  Greenwood,  and 
spent  several  winters  in  the  AVest  with  her  brother; 
she  married  William  G.  Porter,  a  merchant,  in 
1872-73,  and  removed  to  Iowa  in  the  latter  part  of 
1880,  but  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Stephens  returned 
to  New  York  and  located  at  Canisteo,  where  Mr. 
Porter  is  engaged  in  banking;  she  was  born  in 
March,  1852. 

Redman  D.  Stephens,  our  subject,  was  born  at 
Greenwood,  Nov.  2,  1829.  He  worked  upon  the 
farm  and  in  the  mill,  attending  the  village  school  in 
winter.  His  father  designed  for  him  to  be  a  mer¬ 
chant,  but  the  boy  was  ambitious ;  he  prepared  for 
college,  and  graduated  from  Alfred  Seminary,  Al¬ 
fred  Center,  N.  Y.,  with  the  class  of  1851.  He 
taught  school  at  Cuba,  in  Allegany  County,  and  in 
1852  began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  R.  L.  Brun- 
dage,  at  Hornellsville,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  September,  1853.  During  the  winters  of  1854- 
55,  he  attended  lectures  at  the  Albany  Law  School. 
He  arrived  in  Marion,  Iowa,  late  on  the  night  of 
March  31,  1855,  with  a  cash  capital  of  $23.  He 
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was  entitled  to  come  by  stage,  but  be  came  much 
of  the  way  from  Big  Creek,  carrying  a  lantern  so  as 
to  direct  the  stage  driver  from  the  deep  snow 
drifts.  He  entered  the  law  firm  of  Isbell  &  Hub¬ 
bard,  from  which  Mr.  Isbell  retired  to  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Iowa,  and  practiced  until  1863,  and  when 
he  died  was  regarded  as  thorough  in  commercial 
law.  He  was  no  orator,  but  stated  his  facts  and 
convictions  with  force  and  precision.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1855,  Maj.  Robert  Holmes  and  he  examined  an 
applicant  for  the  principalship  of  the  first  graded 
school  at  Marion.  The  gentleman  was  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  and  Mr.  S.  organized  the  school,  being  its 
Principal  for  one  month,  and  receiving  140.  He 
always  felt  a  deep  interest  in  education,  was  for¬ 
ward  in  promoting  the  public  school  system,  and 
died  a  Trustee  of  Iowa  College,  at  Grinnell,  and  of 
Coe  College  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  manifested  this 
interest  by  constant  self-education,  particularly  in 
the  sciences  and  travels ;  caring  little  for  belleslettres 
or  purely  speculative  philosophy.  By  the  purchase 
of  the  works  of  the  best  authors  he  accumulated  a 
large  and  fine  library,  and  kept  acquainted  with 
each  new  progress  through  papers  and  periodicals. 
He  possessed  a  powerful  memory,  and  rare  ability 
to  assimulate  knowledge  rapidly  and  effectively. 

At  Marion  Mr.  Stephens  met  Miss  Louisa  G. 
Brier,  who  came  West  in  1852,  and  Oct.  7,  1857, 
they  were  married,  at  the  home  of  the  late  Judge 
Gregory,  La  Fayette,  Ind.  They  lost  one  child  in 
infancy,  and  three  are  still  living:  Mary,  born 
April  27,  1868;  Louisa,  March  31,  1871;  Redman 
Davis,  May  30,  1874.  Mrs.  Stephens  was  born  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  28,  1834.  Mr. 
Stephens  was  eminently  a  home  man,  and  no  one 
ever  enjoyed  a  frolic  with  his  children  more  than 
he,  and,  no  matter  how  busy  or  dull  the  day,  he 
wrote  to  his  father,  during  each  day  of  absence 
from  him.  Soon  after  marriage  he  insured  his  life 
for  $50,000,  which  secured  him  from  anxiety  for 
the  future  of  life.  Late  in  the  fifties  he  entered  the 
banking  firm  of  Winslow,  Hubbard  &  Stephens,  and 
in  1863  organized  and  became  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Marion,  charter  No.  117,  the 
third  one  established  in  Iowa.  In  1864  he  became 
its  President,  and  so  remained  till  his  death,  being- 
succeeded  by  his  widow,  the  third  lady  who  ever  held 


the  position  of  a  National  Bank  President.  About 
1867  he  became  one  of  Linn  Couiffy’s  Supervisors, 
and  as  such  performed  much  valuable  and  lasting- 
service.  In  1868  he  participated  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Sabula,  Ackley  &  Dakota  Railway  Com¬ 
pany,  and  became  its  President.  The  road  was  built 
from  Sabula  to  Marion,  and  some  years  later  was 
sold  to  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  During  the 
great  county  seat  war  between  Marion  and  Cedar 
Rapids,  in  1871,  Mr.  Stephens  was  one  of  the  most 
vigorous  of  the  remonstrants.  Several  years  later 
he  became  much  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  Iowa  dairy  industry,  and  died  Treasurer  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Dairy  Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephens  were  Congregationalists, 
and  were  prominent  workers  in  the  church  at 
Marion.  When,  in  1877,  it  was  decided  to  build 
a  new  church  edifice,  Mr.  S.  agreed  to  bear 
one-sixth  of  the  cost,  if  the  church  was  made  large 
enough  for  extraordinary  occasions.  He  gave  much 
labor  and  attention  to  its  construction,  and  later,  to 
liquidating  the  society’s  debt.  He  was  a  Deacon  in 
the  church  when  he  died.  His  sentiments  were  deep 
and  strong,  but  he  rarely  spoke  of  them.  He  hated 
shams  and  affectations,  and  had  ample  humor  and 
sarcasm  with  which  to  mock  at  them ;  vice  pained  him 
and  he  was  fearless  in  its  denunciation.  He  freely 
aided  those  who  showed  the  spirit  to  aid  themselves, 
but  felt  that  it  was  effort  wasted  to  aid  those  who  had 
not.  He  was  very  companionable  and  fond  of  so¬ 
ciety,  and  knew  the  name  of  everyone  for  miles 
around.  He  was  a  liberal  patron  of  every  public 
enterprise  that  promised  success.  In  1879  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  where  he  won  high  dis¬ 
tinction  for  good  sense  and  business  ability;  a 
brilliant  political  career  seemed  in  store  for  him, 
and  he  was  re-nominated.  The  campaign  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  bitter,  every  advantage  being  taken  of  the 
popular  prejudice  against  bankers  and  wealth,  and 
he  was  beaten.  In  1880  he  was  largely  instru¬ 
mental  in  having  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.  extended 
from  Marion  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  in  1882,  from 
Cedar  Rapids  to  Kansas  City. 

During  the  fall  of  1880  a  committee  of  Cedar 
Rapids  business  men  waited  upon  Mr.  Stephens  and 
asked  him  to  come  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  establish 
a  bank.  He  gave  them  a  list  of  twenty  names  of 
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leading  business  men,  and  told  them  if  they  would 
get  those  gentlemen  to  go  into  the  combination  to 
start  a  bank  he  would  go  to  Cedar  Rapids'  and 
organize  and  run  it.  The  combination  was  made, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1881  the  Merchant’s  National 
Rank  was  organized  with  twenty-one  stockholders 
and  a  capital  of  $100,000,  with  $20,000  surplus  paid 
up,  Mr.  Stephens  being  elected  President.  Up  to 
that  time  this  was  the  only  bank  ever  opened  with 
a  paid-up  surplus  of  twenty  per  cent,  and  it  at  once 
took  rank  among  the  solid  institutions  of  the  West. 
AVith  accustomed  energy  he  entered  into  the  business 
life  of  his  new  home,  lie  was,  when  he  died, 
President  of  the  Merchant’s  National  Bank  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  President  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Marion,  and  President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Linseed  Oil  Company ;  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Lin¬ 
seed  Oil  Paint  Company,  and  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Grain  Binder  Company,  local  Treasurer  of  the 
Union  Mutual  Aid  Insurance  Company  of  Water¬ 
loo,  and  a  Director  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  Eagle  Woolen  Mills,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Patmos  Commandery  Knights  Templars, 
of  Marion,  the  largest  land-owner  in  Linn  County, 
and  had  banking  and  landed  interests  in  Dakota, 
Kansas  and  New  York;  and  in  none  of  these  affairs 
was  his  position  merely  nominal. 

About  10  o’clock  the  night  of  March  7,  1883, 
while  running  to  catch  a  train  at  Marion,  he  slipped 
on  some  ice  and  fell  upon  some  stones;  leaping 
up  he  hurried  on,  feeling  jarred  and  hurt.  The 
pain  became  more  intense  after  his  arrival  home, 
and  toward  morning  a  physician  was  summoned, 
when  it  was  learned  that  his  right  elbow  was  dislo¬ 
cated  and  that  he  was  otherwise  bruised.  His  in¬ 
juries  healed  rapidly,  and  all  were  looking  forward 
to  his  recovery,  but  the  pain  increased,  and  symp¬ 
toms  of  purpura  appeared.  Convinced  that  death 
was  near,  he  expressed  himself  as  ready  to  die,  and 
during  his  lucid  moments  directed  the  preparation 
of  his  business  affairs  for  the  end.  During  a  small 
part  of  the  time  he  was  unconscious,  and  in  that  con¬ 
dition  sank  quietly  into  death,  at  2  o’clock  A.  M., 
March  30,  1883,  just  twenty-eight  years  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Marion,  and  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
life.  He  had  acquired  wealth  and  distinction,  with 
honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  fellow-men. 


/'g)  J-  iyES,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
i([  m  well-known  citizens  of  Linn  County,  has  at- 
tained  especial  prominence  in  railroad  cir¬ 
cles  through  his  ability  and  competency  as  an  offi  ¬ 
cial.  lie  is  President  and  General  Superintendent 
of  the  B.,  C.  R  &  N.  R.  R.,  with  residence  at  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Mr.  Ives  was  born  at  Wallingford,  Rutland  Co., 
^  *'•’  Get.  4,  1831,  and  is  a  sou  of  John  and  Lucre- 
tia  (Johnson)  Ives.  PI  is  parents  were  also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Of 
the  parental  union  six  children  were  born,  two  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
and  Nathaniel  L. 

C.  J.  Ives  was  brought  up  a  farmer’s  boy,  and 
received  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools.  Developing  into  manhood,  he  continued 
at  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  State  until 
1847,  when  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Lee  County,  and  continuing  at  his  chosen  voca¬ 
tion,  met  with  fair  success.  Oct.  1,  1862,  Mr.  Ives 
entered  the  railway  service,  and  from  that  time 
until  July  1,  1870,  was  engaged  on  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  road  in  various  capacities.  From 
the  former  date  until  April  5,  1863,  he  was  clerk 
for  that  company  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  this  State,  and 
from  April  5,  1863,  until  Jan.  15,  1864,  served  in 
that  capacity  at  Ottumwa.  He  was  then  clerk  at 
the  local  freight  office  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  until 
Jan.  1,  186/,  and  then  clerk  in  the  general  freight 
office  until  July,  1870.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Minnesota,  and  its  successor,  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad.  Until  1871,  he  was 
General  Freight  Agent  of  the  first  division  of  the 
road  from  Burlington  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  then, 
until  Oct.  5.  1874,  General  Passenger  and  Ticket 
Agent.  From  Oct.  15,  1874,  to  Oct.  28,  1875,  he 
was  General  Freight,  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent. 
From  Oct.  28,  to  Nov.  26,  1875,  he  was  acting  Su¬ 
perintendent  and  General  freight,  Passeng'er  and 
Ticket  Agent.  From  Nov.  26,  1875,  until  Nov.  28, 
1879,  he  was  Superintendent  and  General  Freight, 
Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent.  From  Nov.  28,  1879, 
to  June  14,  1884,  he  was  General  Superintendent, 
and  at  the  latter  date,  was  elected  President  and 
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General  Superintendent.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
i\lr.  Ives  is  a  “practical”  railroad  man,  having 
commenced  at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder  and 
worked  his  way  up,  step  by  step,  until  he  has  at¬ 
tained  the  highest  position  on  the  road.  His  splen¬ 
did  success  simply  illustrates  what  ability,  coupled 
with  energy  and  perseverance,  will  accomplish,  and 
his  career  is  a  good  example  for  others  to  follow. 

Mr.  Ives  was  married,  Feb.  23,  1853,  to  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Dale  of  Wallingford,  Vt.,  and  they  have 
one  son,  C.  D.  Ives,  and  also  a  daughter,  Hattie  J. 
Mr.  Ives  is  a  stock-holder  in  the  Merchant’s  Bank 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  largely  interested  in  real 
estate  in  that  city  and  throughout  the  county.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity,  and 
his  record  is  one  worthy  of  example. 


^  OHN  McALLlSTER  was  born  in  County 
Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1842,  and  with  his 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1852.  His  father  settled  in  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  assisted 
him  in  clearing  up  his  farm,  undergoing  many  pri¬ 
vations,  as  the  family  was  large  and  their  worldly 
1  :  means  very  limited.  The  opportunities  of  young 
m  McAllister  for  securing  an  education  were  also 
very  limited,  yet  by  his  own  exertions  he  made 
good  progress  in  the  common  branches  of  study, 
tie  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  worked  for 
other  farmers  by  the  month  to  get  money  to  help 
pay  for  the  family  homestead.  He  went  to  school 
about  two  months  during  the  winter  season,  and 
learned  fast  as  he  was  anxious  to  become  fitted  for 
teaching  school. 


He  taught  school  in  the  winter  of 


:  1861-62,  but  before  the  school  term  expired  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  69th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  went  to  the 
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war.  He  encountered  cheerfully  all  the  vicissitudes 
[  ,  common  to  active  army  life,  and  was  always  ready 
for  duty  except  when  suffering  from  wounds  re¬ 
ceived  in  action.  He  participated  with  his  regi¬ 
ment  in  all  its  principal  battles,  among  which  might 
be  mentioned  Stone  River,  Tullahoma,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Resaca  and  Bentonville,  N. 
C.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
and  taken  prisoner.  He  was  also  severely  wounded 
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at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  being  shot  through  the 
neck  while  making  a  charge  on  the  rebel  works,  the 
ball  passing  through  his  windpipe,  and  injuring  him 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  difficult  for  him  to 
speak.  After  recovering  from  this  wound  he  re-  KjJ 
joined  his  regiment  at  Rome,  Ga.,  just  in  time  to 
march  to  the  sea.  He  went  with  Sherman  all 
through  the  Carolinas,  and  after  Gen.  Johnston 
surrendered,  marched  on  to  Washington  City.  He 
was  present  at  the  grand  review  of  Sherman’s 
army  in  Washington  on  the  23d  of  May,  1865. 

He  served  faithfully  as  a  soldier,  and  re-enlisted 
for  a  second  term  after  having  served  two  and  one- 
half  years.  He  was  promoted  Sergeant  and  on 
the  march  to  the  sea  had  charge  of  the  ordnance  of 
the  regiment.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  July  17,  1865. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  McAllister 
taught  school  the  succeeding  winter  and  in  the 
spring  of  1866  came  to  Iowa  and  bought  160  acres 
of  the  land  which  he  now  occupies.  He  went  con-  y 


siderably  in  debt  for  his  original  purchase,  but  by 
perseverance  and  industry,  not  only  paid  for  that, 
but  continued  adding  to  it,  until  he  has  at  present 
360  acres  of  as  good  prairie  land  as  there  is  in  the 
Hawkeye  State,  all  free  from  encumbrance. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1871,  to  Miss  O.  E.  Hutchins,  and  their 
union  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
namely:  John  B.,  Minnie,  Perley,  Ada,  Elsie  and 
Isaac. 

The  industry  and  moral  worth  of  Mr.  McAllister 


was  duly  recognized  by  the  people  of  his  commu¬ 
nity,  and  he  has  been  entrusted  with  various  offices, 
among  which  might  be  mentioned  those  of  Assessor, 
Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  also  been 
School  Treasurer  in  his  district  for  more  than  ten 
years,  and  still  holds  that  position.  He  is  now 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  been  elected  to  that 
office  in  the  fall  of  1886.  Politically  he  is  a  con¬ 
scientious  Republican,  and  is  religiously  a  member 


of  the  Evangelical  Association.  He  has  also  taught 


school  six  terms  since  he  came  to  Iowa. 

Mr.  McAllister  is  now  living  comfortably  on  the 
homestead  which  he  has  secured  by  his  own  exer¬ 
tions  and  those  of  his  amiable  wife.  He  devotes 
the  most  of  his  time  to  stock-raising  and  has  made 
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that  business  a  success.  lie  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  substantial  farmers  of  Linn  County,  and 
has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  what  he  has 
was  accumulated  by  his  own  persevering  industry. 


^f/OIIN  11.  CUTLER,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Linn  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  born  in  Glover,  Orleans 
County,  Nov.  15,  1813.  1 1  is  father,  Nathan 
Cutler,  was  a  native  of  England,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  company  with  two  brothers.  He  made 
his  first  location  in  Glover,  being  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  there.  The  nearest  market  for  many 
years  was  Boston,  Mass.,  which  was  200  miles  away, 
and  it  was  customary  for  the  settlers  to  “  pool  ” 
their  resources,  as  it  were,  and  do  their  marketing 
together  as  much  as  possible.  A  company  made 
the  journey  each  winter,  with  four-horse  teams, 
transporting  such  supplies  as  were  needed  for  the 
following  season.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
accustomed  to  spin  and  weave,  and  for  several 
^  years  in  this  way  manufactured  all  the  cloth  for 
t.  |  the  family. 

In  due  time  after  his  settlement  in  this  country 
Nathan  Cutler  erected  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and 
became  quite  a  man  of  note  among  his  neighbors. 
He  was  enterprising  and  industrious,  and  after  a 
busy  life  folded  his  hands  to  rest  at  the  home- 
jj  stead  which  he  had  established,  where  once  stood 
v  w  the  primeval  forest,  of  which  lie  was  one  of  the 
first  to  lay  the  ax  at  the  root  of  a  tree.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Martha  Blanchard,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  worthy  and  vir¬ 
tuous  helpmeet,  who  cheerfully  followed  her  hus- 

_ ,  band  and  endured  with  him  the  vicissitudes  of 

!  '  pioneer  life.  Of  their  union  six  children  were 
born,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  Sophia  married 
Jefferson  Ufferd,  and  lives  in  Barton,  Yt. ;  Henry 
is  a  resident  of  Glover,  same  State,  as  also  is 
Charles;  our  subject,  John  B.,  is  the  next  in  order; 
Martha  is  married  and  lives  in  Glover,  and  Mary 
married  Mr.  Farr,  and  died  in  the  same  town. 

John  B.  Cutler  was  a  little  lad  of  four  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  His  mother  determined  to 
keep  her  little  family  together  until  they  were  old 
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enough  to  care  for  themselves.  In  this  she  suc¬ 
ceeded  admirably.  John  B.  remained  at  home  un¬ 
til  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  and  then  went  to 
Barton,  Yt.,  and  was  employed  to  take  care  of  a 
line  of  stage  horses.  From  this  he  was  promoted 
to  be  a  driver,  and  for  three  years  occupied  this 
responsible  “seat,”  making  the  trip  from  Lyndon, 
Yt.,  to  Stanford  Plains,  a  distance  of  forty  miles. 
This  proved  a  valuable  experience  to  him,  and  he 
afterward  went  to  Boston,  and  was  engaged  as 
driver  of  a  private  carriage  one  season;  he  drove  a 
public  hack  for  three  years  thereafter,  and  then 
proceeded  to  New  Orleans  and  remained  until  the 
following  May,  1844,  engaged  in  a  cotton  yard 
there.  At  this  time  he  determined  to  see  still 
more  of  the  world,  and  came  up  the  river  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  thence  overland  into  Linn  County. 

He  remained  with  L.  D.  Jordan  until  the  fall  of 
the  year,  then  returned  to  New  Orleans,  and  was 
occupied  again  during  the  winter  in  a  cotton  yard. 

In  the  spring  he  returned  to  Linn  County,  and 
soon  afterward  made  a  claim  on  section  23,  in 
what  is  now  Jackson  Township.  A  year  later  he 
erected  a  log  house,  and  has  been  a  continuous 
resident  here  since  that  time,  with  the  exception  of 
five  winters  spent  in  the  Crescent  City.  At  that 
early  day  the  nearest  markets  were  Dubuque  and 
Muscatine,  fifty-five  or  sixt}^  miles  distant. 

Mr.  John  B.  Cutler  was  married,  in  1848,  to 
Miss  Martha  Heaton,  a  native  of  Potsdam,  St. 
Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  did  not  long  enjoy  the 
companionship  of  his  early  choice,  Mrs.  Martha  :;{j 
Cutler  having  departed  this  life  Feb.  3,  185G.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  three  children — Martha, 
Lucretia  and  Amos. 

Mr.  Cutler  in  due  time  contracted  a  second  mar¬ 
riage,  with  Miss  Anne  Cruikshank,  a  native  of 
Halifax,  N.  S.  Her  father,  James  Cruikshank,  was 
also  a  native  of  the  same  Province,  and  her  grand¬ 
father,  John  Cruikshank,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  the  son  of  Andrew  Cruikshank.  The  grand¬ 
father  of  Mrs.  Anne  Cutler  emigrated  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  settled  there,  while  his  brother  Andrew 
went  to  the  West  Indies.  The  former  was  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  there 
his  life  terminated.  His  son  James  came  to  Boston 
in  1848,  and  thence  to  Linn  County  four  years 
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later,  settling  in  Jackson  Township,  where  his  de¬ 
cease  occurred.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Mary  McEnnis.  She  also  was  horn  in  Nova  Scotia, 
is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Cutler,  having  arrived  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years. 

The  union  of  John  B.  and  Mrs.  Anne  Cutler  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children — Mary, 
Sophia  (now  deceased),  Eva  and  John.  The  date 
of  Mrs.  Cutler’s  birth  was  Dec.  18,  1826. 

Mr.  Cutler  occupies  an  enviable  place  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  this  section,  having  come 
here  at  a  time  when  a  journey  to  the  young  State 
of  Iowa  was  beset  with  difficulties  and  dangers. 
He  spent  the  prime  of  his  life  in  assisting  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  soil  and  build  up  a  blooming  civilization 
out  of  the  wilderness.  He  constitutes  one  of  the 
interesting  landmarks  of  an  earlier  time,  and  as 
such  is  regarded  with  respect  and  veneration.  Po¬ 
litically  he  is  a  Democrat.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 
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OBERT  M.  MOLES,  residing  on  section  32 
of  Jackson  Township,  is  one  of  the  hon¬ 
ored  pioneers  of  Linn  County.  He  came 
here  as  early  as  the  spring  of  1854.  Upon 
coming  here  he  was  poor  in  pocket  but  rich  in  en¬ 
ergy  and  perseverance.  He  also  brought  with  him 
a  young  wife  as  courageous  and  ambitious  as  him¬ 
self.  He  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  farm¬ 
ers  and  stock-raisers  in  the  county,  and  one  of  its 
highly  respected  citizens.  Here,  with  his  excellent 
and  faithful  wife,  he  has  reared  a  family  of  children, 
and  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  seeing  them  married 
and  settled  in  comfortable  homes  near  by. 

Robert  M.  Moles  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Downs,  near  Saintfield,  May  7,  1829,  and 
the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Stafford)  Moles, 
natives  of  the  same  county  but  of  English  and 
Scotch  ancestry.  The  Moles  family  was  originally 
from  England.  John  Moles,  the  father  of  our  sub¬ 


ject,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  highly  respected 
by  all  who  were  acquainted  with  him,  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life  in  the  county  of  his  birth.  Our  subject 


and  his  brother  William  and  a  sister  named  Anne 
Jane,  were  the  only  members  of  the  family 
came  to  America.  William  located  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  and  the  sister  married  James  Ross,  of  Marion, 
Iowa,  where  her  decease  took  place. 

Robert  M.  Moles  was  reared  in  his  native  county. 
His  youthful  days  were  spent  on  his  father’s  farm 
and  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  determined  to  seek  in  the 
New  World  the  advantages  which  were  not  to  be 
had  in  his  native  land.  He  accordingly  set  sail 
from  Belfast,  March  26,  1849,  landing  at  New  York 
City  the  2d  of  May  following.  He  proceeded  to 
Carroll  County,  Ohio,  and  was  employed  there  as  a 
farm  laborer  for  five  years,  for  which  he  received 
$100  annually.  He  remained  there  until  1854,  and 
in  the  spring  of  that  year  set  his  face  toward  the 
farther  West.  Upon  arriving  in  Marion,  Linn 
County,  late  on  Saturday  night,  he  gave  his  church 
letter  the  next  day  to  Rev.  Rufus  Ricker,  the  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  said  place. 
He  soon  obtained  employment  in  a  brick-yard  at 
the  munificent  salary  of  $1  per  day,  but  very  soon 
received  $2  per  day.  He  remained  thus  occupied 
for  two  years.  His  health  then  became  impaired, 
and  he  was  unable  to  perform  very  much  manual 
labor.  In  1857,  however,  he  began  to  recuperate, 
and  rented  a  farm  near  Marion.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  had  succeeded  in  securing  possession 
of  a  small  tract  of  land,  and  had  built  a  house  upon 
it.  He  now  sold  this  and  purchased  wild  land  in 
Hardin  County.  Upon  this,  however,  he  never 
settled,  but  afterward  sold  it,  and  with  the  proceeds 
purchased  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  This  com¬ 
prised  1 40  acres,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now 
has  280  acres.  He  has  erected  a  fine  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  outhouses,  planted  shade  and  ornamental 
trees,  and  the  homestead  now  presents  one  of  the 
most  attractive  spots  in  Linn  County.  In  addition 
to  his  agricultural  operations,  Mr.  Moles  is  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  stock  and  is  carrying  on  a  dairy. 

The  marriage  of  Robert  M.  Moles  and  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Dawson  was  celebrated  June  19,  1854,  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Rev.  W.  F.  Latick  offi¬ 
ciating.  Mrs.  Moles  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
was  born  in  County  Fermanagh,  Feb.  12,  1831. 
Six  children  have  gathered,  around  the  hearthstone, 
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ot  whom  the  record  is  as  follows;  Anna  M.  is  the 
wife  of  John  Grover,  and  lives  in  Spring  Grove 
lownship;  John  1).  is  the  eldest  son,  and  lives  in 
Jackson  Township;  May  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Lockwood,  and  lives  in  Maine  Township;  Ellen 
married  Edwin  Rice,  and  they  are  residents  of 
Jackson  Township;  those  remaining  are  James  I. 
and  Alice  Maude. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moles  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their  children  are 
all  connected  with  the  same  religious  denomination. 
Politically  Mr.  Moles  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Moles  traces  his  ancestry  on  his  father’s  side 
back  to  the  time  of  King  William  the  Third,  at 
which  time  the  family  settled  in  County  Armagh, 
and  at  a  later  day  became  scattered  throughout 
the  different  counties  of  Ireland.  They  were  a 
sturd}',  warm-hearted  race,  and  transmitted  these 
qualities  in  a  marked  degree  to  their  descendants. 


EORGE  L.  DURNO,  formerly  a  merchant  at 
Spring ville,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Jane 
(Legge)  Durno,  natives  of  Aberdeen,  Aber¬ 
deen  Co.,  Scotland.  The  parents  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1840,  and  settled  in  Cambria  County, 
Pa.  Six  years  later  they  went  to  Winnebago 
County,  Ill.,  settling-  on  a  farm  near  Rockford. 
There  the  father  continued  to  live  and  labor  at  his 
chosen  vocation  until  his  death,  Oct.  17,  1879,  aged 
seventy-seven  years.  His  good  wife  survived  him 
until  April  7,  1881,  when  she  died,  being  in  her 
eighty-second  year.  They  were  both  consistent 
Christian  people.  The  husband. was  a  Deacon  in  the 
Baptist  Church  for  upward  of  thirty  years.  The}- 
reared  a  family  of  seven  children — James,  Elsie, 
Jane,  John,  William,  George  L.  and  Edwin  B.  Of 
the  children,  William  was  a  member  of  Co.  F,  45th 
Ill.  Yol.  Inf.,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  June  9,  1838.  He  was  only  two  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  left  their  native  land  for  a 
home  in  the  New  World.  Arriving  in  this  coun- 
try,  our  subject  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
had  just  entered-  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  at 
Fayette,  when  the  news  was  flashed  across  the 


country  that  Sumter  had  been  fired  upon.  In  re-  E 
spouse  to  the  call  that  followed  he  enlisted  in  Co 
C,  12th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  as  eighth  Corporal,  and  jj 
served  until  January,  1863,  when  he  was  discharged 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  account  of  disability.  Re¬ 
turning  to  his  father’s  home  in  Winnebago  County 
he  remained  there  a  year  convalescing.  He  then  took 
charge  of  his  father’s  farm  of  200  acres,  and  sue 
cessfully  operated  it  for  five  years.  Then  he  came 
to  Iowa,  and  in  February,  1870,  we  find  him  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  Brown  Township,  this  county.  Engaging 
as  an  employe  of  John  Christian,  he  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1872,  when  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  general  mercantile  business  of  Wil¬ 
ber  Bros.,  at  Springville,  and  the  firm  became  Wil¬ 
ber  &  Durno.  They  continued  together  some  seven 
years,  when  Mr.  Wilber  sold  his  interest  to  R.  B. 
Stoddard,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Durno 
&  Stoddard.  The  new  firm  continued  from  1881 
to  1883,  when  our  subject  bought  his  partner’s  in¬ 
terest  and  continued  to  carry  on  the  business  until 
Dec.  10,  1885. 

During  the  last  named  year,  Mr.  Durno  disposed 
of  his  mercantile  business  to  E.  B.  Wilber,  and 
since  that  time  has  retired  from  active  business  life. 
He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Dec.  25,  1866, 
to  Elizabeth  M.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Margaret 
(Dcetze)  Christman.  Her  parents  were  of  German 
descent,  but  born  on  French  soil,  and  emigrating  to 
this  country,  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
lived  until  1837.  Her  father  then  came  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  and  set  up  the  machinery  of  the  first  grist 
and  saw  mill  in  Dubuque.  He  afterward  engaged 
in  farming  near  that  cityT,  and  was  thus  occupied 
until  about  1855,  when  he  returned  to  Dubuque 
and  there  lived  until  his  death,  July  17,  1862,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  His  good  wife  survives  him,  and 
is  living  in  that  city  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  nine 
lived  to  attain  the  age  of  man  and  womanhood. 
The  names  are  as  follows:  Peter,  Jacob,  John, 
Catharine,  Henry,  Charles,  Augustus,  Mary  T.  and 
Elizabeth  M.  Henry  died  Dec.  7.  1860,  in  Du¬ 
buque,  aged  about  twenty-eight  years.  Mrs.  Durno 
was  born  in  Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  Sept.  1,  1842 
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and  has  borne  our  subject  five  children — Charles  5  { 
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A.,  William  F.,  Sarah  C.,  Edwin  P.  and  Gertrude  E. 

Mr.  Durno  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Spring- 
ville,  in  November,  1872,  under  Gen.  Grant’s  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  held  the  office  until  Oct.  1,  1885, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  B.  M.  Hopper.  He  was 
the  first  Mayor  of  Springville,  serving  two  years. 
He  has  been  Township  Trustee,  School  Director, 
City  Marshal,  and  held  other  minor  offices  within 
the  gift  of  his  townsmen. 

Socially  Mr.  Durno  is  a  member  of  Springville 
Lodge  No.  139,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  of  Marion, 
and  of  the  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  Knights 
Templar.  He  also  belongs  to  William  Carbee  Post 
No.  270,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  politics  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  Mrs.  Durno  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


S3- 


Hr 

iec 


p 

155 


35 


i : 
i: 
13 
1-5 

11 
i  is 


T.  LYNCH,  of  the  prosperous  firm  of  Lynch 
&  Noble,  the  leading  Transfer  Company  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  born 
on  Christmas  Day,  1847,  and  the  son  of  Thomas  D. 
and  Mary  (McDonell)  Lynch,  also  natives  of  the 
Dominion. 

Thomas  T.  Lynch,  Sr.,  came  to  Iowa  in  about 
1851,  and  for  some  years  was  a  resident  of  Dubuque, 
where  he  was  successfully  engaged  as  a  builder  and 
contractor,  and  where  his  life  terminated  in  1859. 
The  mother  still  survives  and  and  is  living  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  Iowa.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased :  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  the  eldest  son ;  John  is  engaged  in 
railroading,  his  home  being  in  Utah;  Matt  is  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  and 
Mary  resides  in  Muskegon,  Ill. 

The  subject  of  our  biography  attended  school 
during  his  younger  days  and  assisted  in  the  lighter 
labors  of  the  farm.  After  becoming  of  suitable  age 
he  started  out  for  himself.  He  was  first  engaged 
in  running  a  hack,  at  Dubuque,  for  two  years,  and 
afterward  became  conductor  on  the  Northwestern 
Railroad,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  twenty- 
two  years.  At  the  same  time  he  was  proprietor  of 
a  drayage  business,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  running  from 
eight  to  eleven  teams.  He  left  the  railroad,  in 


May,  1885,  and  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  remaining 
four  months,  and  becoming  the  possessor  of  mining 
stock,  which  he  still  holds.  His  partnership  with 
Mr.  Noble  was  formed  in  1873,  previous  to  which 
he  had  also  been  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  with 
Beaver  &  Co.,  selling  this  out  to  engage  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  business. 

Mr.  Lynch  is  unmarried  and  makes  his  home  at 
the  Pullman  House.  He  is  independent  in  politics 
and  belongs  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Con¬ 
ductors.  He  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  with  first-class  business  talents,  en¬ 
terprising  and  energetic,  and  a  valued  citizen  of 
the  comm  unitjr. 


O  B.  HINKLEY,  a  retired  merchant  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  came  to  the  city  in  1854,  and  settled 
/I}  on  the  west  side  of  Cedar  River  in  what  was 
called  Kingston  City,  of  which  he  afterward  became 
Postmaster.  He  is  a  native  of  Camden,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  March  22,  1834.  His  parents,  Samuel  B. 
and  Catherine  (Henderson)  Hinkley,  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  New  York  respectively.  The  father 
followed  mercantile  pursuits  and  was  Postmaster  in 
the  town  in  which  he  did  business  under  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Zachariah  Taylor.  He  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1847,  and  his  wife  in  April,  1880.  They 
had  seven  children,  and  of  that  number  six  are  yet 
living.  They  are,  Jared  II.,  a  resident  of  Chicago, 
and  Paymaster  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad  for  the  last  thirty-two  years; 
Elizabeth  J.,  married  to  John  A.  Bettis,  and  lives 
in  Cedar  Rapids;  our  subject  was  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Marion  G.  married  S.  R.  Burch  and  resides 
in  Olathe,  Ivan.;  Briggs  Y.  is  living  in  Camden,  N. 
Y. ;  and  Nellie  C.  in  West  Cedar  Rapids. 

I.  B.  Hinkley  during  his  younger  years  received 
such  education  as  was  to  be  acquired  in  the  district 
school,  and  also  clerked  in  his  father’s  store  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  duties  connected  with  the  post-office, 
until  his  father’s  death.  He  was  also  an  employe 
of  A.  Curtis  &  Son,  general  merchants,  for  three 
years  at  Camden,  N.  Y.  Removing  from  that  place 
to  Rochester  he  clerked  in  the  dry-goods  establish¬ 
ment  of  Hubbard  &  Torrance  for  two  years.  The 
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LINN  COUNTY. 


“western  fever”  then  prevailed  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent  in  the  East,  and  our  subject  “catching”  the 
disease  in  1854,  went  to  Warren  County,  Ill.,  by 
rail,  and  took  the  stage  to  Marion,  Iowa,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Cedar  Rapids  on  foot.  Ilis  aim 
was  to  procure  some  of  the  rich  and  productive,  yet 
wild  and  uncultivated  land  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
city,  which  was  then  selling  at  $1.25  per  acre,  and 
soon  became  the  proprietor  of  500  acres.  He  then 
went  into  the  employ  of  J.  M.  Race,  now  of  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  Ill.,  and  worked  for  him  and  others  for  about 
five  years.  He  then  engaged  in  business  with  ,1. 
II.  Elder,  his  father-in-law,  on  the  West  side,  for 
about  ten  years  following,  when  Mr.  Elder  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Hinkley,  and  going  to  Olathe,  Kan., 
engaged  there  in  mercantile  pursuits  until  his  death, 
in  1884.  Our  subject  continued  his  business  until 
1885,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  his  nephew,  O.  R. 
Bettis,  who  has  since  conducted  it. 

Mr.  Hinkley  has  four  store-buildings  and  two 
dwellings  in  the  city,  ten  acres  on  the  bluff,  and  a 
residence  and  seven  acres  of  land  on  First  avenue, 
besides  improved  lots  on  the  West  side.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  12,  1862,  to  Miss  Ellen  E.  Elder,  a 
native  of  Utica,  Ohio.  Socially[he  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

-hh-  £jg>- -HH- -a- 

ENRY  F.  BORGHART.  This  enterprising 
citizen  occupies  a  prominent  place  among 
the  excellent  German  farming  element  which 
has  done  so  much  toward  the  improvement 
and  building  up  of  this  section  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Borghart  is  located  on  section  3,  College  Township, 
and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  farm,  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  His  dwelling  and  outhouses 
are  built  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  the 
entire  premises  has  that  air  of  solidity  and  comfort 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  homestead  of  the  sturdy 
and  enterprising  German  farmer.  The  possessions 
of  Mr.  B.  are  the  result  of  his  own  persevering  in¬ 
dustry,  assisted  by  his  good  wife,  he  being  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  strongest  sense  of  the  term. 

Henry  F.  Borghart  was  born  near  Berlin,  Ger¬ 
many,  March  3,  1838.  His  father,  Frederick,  was 
an  agriculturist  to  a  moderate  degree,  and  had  also 


acquired  the  trade  of  a  weaver.  The  father  was 
married  in  Prussia  to  Miss  Henrietta  Kaufmann, 
who  was  also  of  pure  German  ancestry.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  three  children,  our  subject 
being  the  second  child,  and  the  only  one  who  lived 
to  come  to  the  United  States.  In  1847,  with  his 
parents,  he  set  out  for  the  New  World  on  a  sailing 
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Shortly  after- 
ward  they  came  to  Linn  County,  and  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  College  Township,  where  they  es¬ 
tablished  a  permanent  homestead,  and  which  now 

When 

: 

our  subject  came  here  with  his  parents  they  settled 

log  cabin  about  fourteen 
feet  square,  until  August,  1849.  That  vear  a  tor- 


on  a  farm  and  lived  in  a 

That  year  a  tor¬ 
nado  swept  this  section  of  the  State,  and  completely 
demolished  the  cabin,  sweeping  it  entirely  away, 
and  destroying  all  the  furniture,  scattering  the  bed- 
ding  and  clothing  beyond  recall,  and  rendering  the 
family  complete^  homeless.  After  the  storm  was 
over  the  neighbors  gathered  together  and  assisted 

H 

;  1 

another 

and  larger  dwelling,  the  main  part  of  which  was 
brick. 


vessel,  embarking. at  Bremen,  and  landing  at  New 
Orleans.  They  were  seven  tedious  weeks  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  journey.  From  the  place  of  their  landing 
they  proceeded  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Blooming¬ 
ton,  which  is  now  Muscatine,  Iowa. 


remains  in  the  possession  of  their  only  son. 


in  rebuilding  the  cabin,  and  the  family  then  occu¬ 
pied  it  until  1857.  The}^  then  erected 


When  the  tornado  struck  the  primitive  dwelling 
of  the  parents  of  our  subject,  the  father,  mother, 
and  son,  Henry  F.,  were  in  bed.  They  were  blown  ‘ 
several  feet  from  the  site  of  the  cabin,  and  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  although  amidst  and  partially 
covered  by  the  broken  timbers,  they  suffered  only 
slight  wounds,  from  which  thej^  soon  recovered. 

\\  hen  the  parents  of  Mr.  Borghart  emigrated  to 
this  country,  Iowa  was  a  young  State,  and  the  claim 
upon  which  they  settled  had  but  recently  come  into 
market.  To  this  he  subsequently  secured  a  title, 
the  nearest  land-office  then  being  located  at  Iowa 
City,  the  old  State  capital.  When  they  took  pos¬ 
session  of  their  land  it  was  wild  and  unbroken,  and 
required  hard  and  incessant  labor  to  bring  it  to  the 
condition  which  would  entitle  it  to  be  designated 
as'a  farm.  Much  of  it.  was  covered  with  timber, 
but  bj’  laborious  effort,  in  due  time  it  was  cleared, 
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crops  Avere  put  in,  and  smiling  fields  began  to  repay 
them  for  months  of  weaiy  toil.  By  degrees,  the 
father  increased  his  landed  interests,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  now  the  possessor  of  500  broad  acres. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  in  this  township,  Dec.  12,  1871,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  The  father  subse¬ 
quently  married  again,  the  name  of  his  second  wife 
being  Catharine  Fuhrmeister.  They  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  retirement  and  ease  in  Ely,  Putnam  Town¬ 
ship.  The  father  is  well  and  widely  known  in  this 
county  as  an  upright  man  and  a  well-to-do  substan¬ 
tial  citizen. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  only  nine  years 
old  when  his  father  came  to  this  country.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Fuhrmeister  was  celebrated 
Jan.  24,  1860.  This  lady  was  a  native  of  Prussia, 
born  April  22,  1839,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-three  years,  Oct.  13,  1872.  Her  parents  em¬ 
igrated  to  the  United  States  when  she  was  a  child; 
her  father  is  deceased,  and  her  mother  subsequent! y 
became  the  wife  of  her  father-in-law,  the  father  of 
our  subject. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Borghart  became  the  par¬ 
ent  of  five  children,  two  of  Avhom,  Charles  H.  and 
Henry  C.,  are  deceased.  The  living  are:  Amelia 
E.,  Frederick  W.,  and  Martha  J.  Mr.  B.  con¬ 
tracted  a  second  marriage  in  Marion,  Oct.  24, 1875, 
with  Mrs.  Louisa  E.  (Niles)  Pierce,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Robert  Pierce,  deceased.  By  her  union 
with  Mr.  Pierce  she  has  one  child,  Ernest,  born 
Dec.  14,  1869.  The  present  Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Catharine  (Pulis)  Niles,  natives  of 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  farmers  by  occupation.  (See 
sketch.)  Mrs.  B.  was  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  her  parents,  and  was  born  April  30,  1841.  With 
her  parents,  she  came  to  Iowa  in  1860,  and  re¬ 
mained  with  them  until  her  marriage.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  B.,  she  is  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows:  Jennie  E.,  born  Oct.  20,  1878; 
George  H.,  Dee.  5,1880;  Katie  E.  and  Matie  E., 
twins,  Nov.  3,1882. 

Mrs.  Borghart  was  one  of  the  early  teachers  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  county,  having  been  thus 
engaged  for  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borghart  are  members  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Association,  of  which  Mr.  B.  is  one  of  the 


Trustees  and  a  Steward.  He  is  also  Trustee  of  his 
township,  and  bears  the  reputation  of  a  good  citi¬ 
zen,  and  a  valued  member  of  the  community.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  A  lithographic  view  of 
the  handsome  residence,  large  barns,  and  out- 
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buildings  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Borghart,  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 


W.  GIFFORD,  of  the  firm  of  Gifford  & 
Douglas,  AArholesale  manufacturers  of  boots 
and  shoes,  Cedar  Rapids,  was  born  in 
Westport,  Mass.,  May  6,  1836.  He  is  a  ' y  - 
son  of  Joshua  W.  and  Catharine  (Wing)  Gifford, 
natives  of  that  State. 

Joshua  Gifford  was  a  farmer,  and  departed  this  life 
in  1863.  His  good  wife  survived  until  1866,  when 
she  joined  him  on  the  other  shore.  Of  their  five 
children  three  are  yet  living:  Abbie  A.  became 
the  wife  of  Lysander  W.  Gifford,  and  they  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  Massachusetts;  Elizabeth  J.  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Arthur  E.  Manchester,  and  they  are 
also  living  in  Massachusetts,  and  P.  W.,  our  sub¬ 
ject,  is  the  other  surviving  child.  He  lived  at  home 
until  he  was  t\Arelve  years  old,  during  which  time  he 
attended  the  common  schools.  We  next  find  him 
in  New  Bedford,  as  clerk  in  a  clothing  and  mer¬ 
chant  tailoring  house,  but  after  a  service  of  three 
years  he  became  tired  of  the  business,  and  shipping 
aboard  a  whaling  vessel,  visited  the  Sandwich  Isl¬ 
ands,  Japan,  San  Francisco,  and  other  countries.  He 
took  four  different  voyages  upon  the  ocean,  and  Avas 
promoted  from  cabin  bo}T  to  Captain  of  a  vessel. 

After  spending  some  fifteen  years  upon  the  water 
he  returned  to  his  home,  where  he  remained  about 
a  year,  and  then  came  to  this  county,  arriving  here 
in  1867.  Engaging  in  a  general  store,  he  continued 
in  that  business  until  1870,  ay  hen  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Robinson  Bros.  &  Gifford.  This  relation 
continued  until  1878,  when  they  closed  out  the 
goods  and  our  subject  Avent  to  Boston,  and  em¬ 
barking  in  the  same  business,  continued  it  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Gifford  then  withdrew  his  interest  from 
the  Boston  firm,  and  returning  to  Cedar  Rapids  en¬ 
tered  the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  in 
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1883  consolidated  with  Gates,  Douglas  &  Co.,  and 
the  relationship  continued  until  1884,  when  Mr. 
Gates  sold  his  interest  to  Messrs.  Gifford  &  Dong'- 
las,  and  the  business  has  since  since  been  conducted 
under  that  name.  They  employ  about  sixty  hands 
and  have  four  traveling  men  on  the  road.  They 
ship  their  goods  to  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  the 
Western  States;  their  place  of  business  is  at  Nos. 
17  and  19  Second  avenue. 

Mr.  Gifford  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  II.  Gif¬ 
ford,  of  Westport,  Mass.,  in  1858,  and  they  had 
one  son,  Walter  L..  a  graduate  of  the  High  School 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  at  present  in  the  office  of  his 
father.  His  good  wife  departed  this  life  in  1875, 
and  our  subject  formed  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance,  Miss  Mary  E.  Colbath,  a  native  of  Boston, 
becoming  iiis  wife,  in  1877.  Of  this  union  two 
children,  Frank  H.  and  Elliott  W.,  have  been  born. 
In  politics  Mr.  Gifford  is  a  Republican,  and  socially 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained 
the  32d  degree  in  that  order.  He  and  his  family  at¬ 
tend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Gif¬ 
ford  is  a  self-made  man,  and  what  he  has  of  this 
world’s  goods  he  has  accumulated  through  his  own 
energy  and  perseverance. 
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ANIEL  DOAN,  a  prosperous  farmer,  pos¬ 
sesses  a  comfortable  homestead  on  section 
20,  Brown  Township,  and  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hawkeye  State  since  Nov.  1, 
1853.  At  that  time  he  came  to  Linn  County  with 
his  father  and  continued  to  live  with  him  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  commenced 
to  farm  for  himself,  operating  on  rented  land  in 
Brown  Township.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  about 
five  years,  and  then  removed  to  the  village  of 
Springville,  where  he  became  engaged  in  the  ship- 


l  ping  of  grain  and  the  purchase  of  stock  until  about 

I 

1882.  He  then  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tions  17  and  20,  recommenced  his  agricultural  oper¬ 
ations,  and  has  remained  there  since  that  time. 
^  fiile  in  Springville,  lie  erected  the  elevator  at  that 
place  in  company  with  Mr.  Stone.  This  partnership 
continued  about  two  years  when  it  was  dissolved, 
and  our  subject  became  associated  with  Charles  T. 
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Smith,  with  whom  he  remained  for  one  and  one- 
half  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they 
sold  the  elevator  to  John  Chrisman. 

Up  to  this  time  Mr.  Doan  had  been  quite  pros¬ 
perous,  but  he  was  now  to  meet  with  serious  loss. 

He  had  started  a  large  consignment  of  grain  to 
Chicago  in  company  with  Bowdish  &  Wright,  which 
comprised  about  six  car-loads  of  wheat,  and  this  was  : 
entirely  destroyed  by  lire,  involving  a  loss  of  about  jj, 
$1,800.  In  January  following,  the  depot  at  Spring-  3 
ville  was  burned,  and  Mr.  Doan,  in  company  with  the  S 
above-named  parties,  lost  $1,G00  worth  of  dressed  3 
hogs.  They  had  very  little  insurance,  and  to  Mr. 
Doan,  especially,  the  loss  proved  a  very  serious 
one.  He  then  concluded  to  turn  his  attention  to 
property  which  could  not  so  easily  be  destroyed,  jj|| 
and  accordingly  purchased  twenty-eight  acres  of  |h 
land  in  Springville,  upon  which  he  located  and  re- 
mained  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  purchased 
and  removed  upon  his  present  property, 
stitutes  an  area  of  280  acres  of  valuable  land,  upon  £  A 
which  he  keeps  about  seventy-five  head  of  cattle  jjlj 
and  fattens  about  150  hogs  annually. 

The  parents  of  Daniel  Doan  were  Milton  and 
Ruthanah  (Slack)  Doan.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Bucks  County,  Nov.  17>  iH 
1809,  and  the  mother  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  born  April  2,  1814.  After  their  marriage 
they  settled  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1853.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
they  bade  farewell  to  the  Buckeye  State,  crossed  the 
Mississippi,  and  settled  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Brown  Township,  where  they  lived  until 
March  6,  18G7,  and  then  removed  to  Anamosa, 
where  they  at  present  reside.  They  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  viz. :  William  P.,  Ulysses,  Mary, 
Daniel,  Cynthia,  Elias  II.,  Adon  B.  and  Alta. 

Daniel  Doan  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  Feb.  27,  1839.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  until  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  in  Brown  Township,  March  1, 18G0. 

The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss  Esther  Bolderston, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Deborah  (King)  Bolderston. 

Mrs.  Doan  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  July 
19,  1843.  The  issue  of  this  union  has  been  ten 
children,  viz. :  Lucinda  D.,  Elz3r,  Lovina  I.,  Elmer 
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E.,  Minnie  A.,  Ida  M.,  Lula  E.,  Rutli  O.,  Carrie  A. 
and  Gertie  A.  Lucinda  is  the  wife  of  Ilenry  Stod¬ 
dard,  and  they  reside  in  Sterling,  Ill.  Elzy,  Carrie 
and  Gertie  died  unmarried.  Lovina  is  the  wife  of 
Emery  McElheny,  and  resides  in  Springville. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Doan  were  Joseph  and  De¬ 
borah  (King)  Bolderston.  Joseph  Bolderston  was 
born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  10,  1810; 
Deborah  Bolderston  (King)  was  born  in  Guernsey 
S  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  14,  1814.  After  marriage  they 
|  settled  in  Washington  County,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1853  they  bade  farewell  to  that  State  and  crossed 
the'Mississippi  to  Linn  County,  settling  in  Brown 
Township,  where  the}-  are  still  living  at  an  advanced 
\  |]  age.  They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children : 
Hannah,  born  Dec.  8,  1833;  Ann,  June  8,  1836; 
Jacob,  March  25,  1838;  Amos,  Sept.  14,  1841; 
Esther,  July  19,  1843;  Marion,  Nov.  21,  1848; 
Eli,  March  18,  1852. 

Mr.  Doan  is  a  man  highly  respected  in  his  com¬ 
munity  and  has  held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Brown  Township  Mutual  Insurance  Company  for 
several  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


HIL.  H.  FRANCIS.  This  gentleman  has 
made  a  national  reputation  as  a  detective, 
and  his  name  is  familiar  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,  especially  west  of  the  Mississippi.  He 
seems  to  have  been  born  to  his  profession,  possess- 
v :  in<>-  that  keen  insight  into  human  nature,  and  the 
discretion  and  judgment  so  necessary  to  the  success¬ 
ful  prosecution  of  this  difficult  business.  Although 
still  a  young  man  he  has  had  a  large  and  varied  ex- 
,, --  perience  in  his  line,  and  probably  there  is  not  a 
ht  man  in  the  western  country  who  is  his  equal  in  the 
profession,  because,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  du¬ 
ties  of  a  detective,  he  is  a  master  of  criminal  as 
well  as  civil  law,  to  which  he  has  given  a  great  deal 
of  study  and  attention. 

Mr.  Francis  is  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  State, 
born  in  Lyons,  Nov.  3,  1848.  He  received  an  ex¬ 
cellent  education  in  the  common  schools  and  was 
about  to  enter  upon  an  active  life  at  the  early  age  of 
thirteen  years,  when  the  war  came  on  and  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  1st  Iowa  Cavalry,  one  of  the  youngest 
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soldiers  that  went  from  the  Hawkeye  State.  This 
was  a  fighting  command,  and  the  boy-soldier  was 
continuously  engaged  with  his  regiment  in  active 
service.  In  the  spring  of  1864,  as  an  Orderly  for 
Gen.  Sam  Rice,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Jenkins’  Ferry,  Ark.,  where  he  was  slightly  wounded, 
this  being  the  only  injury  he  received  throughout 
the  war,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close.  At  that  -- 
time  his  commander  was  fatally  wounded,  and 
among  the  last  words  that  fell  from  his  lips  were 
those  of  approval  of  the  brave  conduct  of  his  young 
Orderly.  He  afterward  acted  as  Orderly  for  Gen. 
George  A.  Custer,  in  which  capacity  he  served  un¬ 
til  his  regiment  was  finally  mustered  out  in  the 
spring  of  1866,  at  Austin,  Tex. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Thomas  and  Na- 
oma  (Price)  Francis,  natives  of  Liverpool,  England. 
The}”  came  to  America  in  1832,  and  six  years  later 
settled  in  Clinton  County,  Iowa.  The  regular  busi- 
■  ness  of  Thomas  Francis  was  that  of  a  ship  carpen¬ 
ter,  which,  of  course,  was  abandoned  after  entering 
an  inland  town,  and  he  here  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  until  1849.  He  then  went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  was  massacred  by  the  Indians,  and  while 
the  son,  Phil.  H.,  was  in  the  army,  the  mother  passed 
to  her  final  rest. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  consisted  of 
five  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  living.  One 
brother  of  our  subject  is  a  resident  of  Cambridge 
City,  Iud.,  and  is  a  contractor  for  mason  work;  the 
other  lives  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  and  after  his  return  from 
the  army,  Phil.  H.  Francis  was  still  a  youth  of  eight¬ 
een  years.  He  was  studious,  energetic  and  ambitious, 
and  determined  to  win  for  himself  a  worthy  record. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  painting  and  dec¬ 
orating  in  Lyons,  and  subsequently  settled  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  Here  he  found  plenty  of  work  to  do,  and 
painted  and  prospered  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Agnes  Kent,  a  native 
of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  About  this  time  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids  became,  by  reason  of  the  railroad  cen¬ 
tering  at  that  point,  the  headquarters  of  a  daring 
gang  of  bunko  men,  who  preyed  upon  the  grangers 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  railroad  company  (the 
B.,  C.  R.  &  N.)  felt  obliged  to  open  war  upon  them. 
The  most  important  part  of  the  work  was  to  secure 
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a  man  willing  to  undertake  the  difficult  task  of  their 
detection  and  punishment,  and  capable  of  carrying 
it  out.  For  this  purpose  they  selected  Phil.  II. 
Francis,  and  he  entered  upon  the  task  with  that  en¬ 
ergy  and  discretion  which  finally  succeeded  in 
breaking  up  the  gang,  and  they  tied  to  parts  un¬ 
known.  lie  hunted  them  singl}1  and  collectively, 
and  never  relaxed  his  vigilance  until  the  last  man 
departed.  II is  uniform  success,  and  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  his  friends,  decided  the  future  course  of 
Mr.  Francis,  and  he  determined  to  devote  his  life  to 
the  profession  of  a  detective,  and  wisely  resolved 
to  perfect  himself  in  criminal  as  well  as  civil  law. 
He  accordingly  entered  the  office  of  Col.  Collier, 
reading  law  and  serving  at  the  same  time  as  Dep¬ 
uty  Sheriff.  In  the  spring  of  1878,  assisted  by  Col. 
Ed.  Swen.  he  organized  the  Cedar  Rapids  De¬ 
tective  Agency,  which  they  successfully  carried 
on  for  the  succeeding  three  years.  Mr.  Francis 
was  then  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  po¬ 
sition  he  held  until  January,  1883,  and  then,  at  the 
solicitation  of  the  City  Council,  he  accepted  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Marshal  and  Chief  of  Police.  He  at  once 
began  the  re-organization  of  the  police  department, 
selecting  the  best  men  for  the  service,  those  espec¬ 
ially  qualified  by  physical  strength,  moral  character 
and  personal  bravery.  The  result  was  that  the  police 
force  of  Cedar  Rapids  is  one  of  the  best  organized 
bodies  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  lie  then 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  police-patrol  service,  and  through  his 
exertions  this  valuable  adjunct  was  added  to  the 
department  in  1885.  The  police  force  of  Cedar 
Rapids  now  consists  of  Marshal  Francis,  a  Deputy 
Marshal,  one  detective,  two  jailors,  three  men  on 
patrol  duty  by  day,  and  six  at  night.  These  are 
all  salaried  officers,  and  two  special  officers  are  held 
in  reserve  for  cases  of  emergency.  The  city  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids  contains  22,000  population,  and  since 
Marshal  Francis  assumed  command  of  the  police 
department,  to  this  date  (1886)  not  a  single  burg¬ 
lary  has  been  committed  in  the  business  portion  of 
the  city,  and  of  the  property  stolen  in  other  parts 
of  the  city,  less  than  three  per  cent  was  lost,  the  de¬ 
partment  recovering  the  remainder. 

Mr.  Francis  was  re-elected  City  Marshal  after  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term,  and  in  connection  with 
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that  office  acted  also  as  City  Attorney.  lie  is  a 
man  of  fine  physique,  with  an  air  of  dignity  and 
command  that  at  once  insures  the  respect  of  the 
upright  citizen,  and  is  a  terror  to  evil-doers.  Even 
among  strangers  his  physiognomy  denotes  him  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  one  admirably 
qualified  for  extraordinary  service.  He  now  has  fif¬ 
teen  men  under  his  command,  who  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstand  their  duties,  and,  when  their  services  are 
required,  move  with  the  regularity  and  precision  of 
clock-work.  There  is  no  hurry,  bustle  or  noise, 
and  no  unnecessary  excitement.  Herein  lies  the 
secret  of  their  success,  and  the  very  fact  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  such  a  body  of  men  in  a  populous  city 
has  its  due  effect  upon  the  criminal  classes. 

Politically  Mr.  Francis  is  an  uncompromising  Re¬ 
publican,  and  upholds  the  principles  of  his  party 
with  the  steadfastness  that  characterizes  all  his  other 
actions  in  life.  He  is  decided  in  his  opinions  and 
fearless  in  the  maintenance  of  them. 

Mr.  Francis  occupies  a  flue  residence  at  No.  431 
First  avenue,  the  abode  of  a  cultivated  and  refined 
taste  and  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  mod¬ 
ern  home  life. 


NDREW  JACKSON,  deceased.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  sketch  was  a  prominent  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  a  substantial 
business  man  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
His  birthplace  was  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  while  his 
parents,  Frederick  and  Amelia  Jackson,  were  emi¬ 
grating  from  Norway  to  the  United  States.  This 
occurred  on  Oct.  16,  1834.  After  reaching  Amer¬ 
ica  his  parents  proceeded  to  what  was  then  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  settling  near  Madison, 
which  was  then  a  small  but  rapidly  growing  town. 
Some  time  afterward  Frederick  Jackson  invested 
some  money  in  a  tract  of^  land  which  is  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  town  of  South  Chicago.  Eventually 
considering  it  a  bad  bargain,  he  disposed  of  the  en¬ 
tire  tract  for  the  consideration  of  a  horse  and 
saddle,  and  upon  the  animal  thus  obtained  rode 
from  there  to  Wisconsin.  It  was  after  this  that  he 
secured  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  the  latter  State, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  his  decease,  May  16, 
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1885,  at  tlae  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  The  moth¬ 
er  had  died  upon  the  old  homestead  in  1880,  also 
well  stricken  in  years,  having  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty.  This  excellent  old  couple  were  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  They  pre¬ 
sented  the  happy  picture  of  lives  graciously  rounded 
up,  and  in  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  were  gathered 
home  in  peace. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  the  fourth  child  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  comprising  four  sons  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  the  balance  of  whom  are  living.  Me  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained  to  man¬ 
hood,  and  completed  his  education  in  the  Seminary 
of  Madison,  Wis.  He  then  engaged  in  a  tailor 
shop,  becoming  the  apprentice  of  Mr.  Julius  Friend. 
In  due  time  he  secured  the  full  confidence  of  his 
employer,  and  became  manager  of  his  extensive 
business.  Finally,  wishing  to  establish  a  home  for 
himself,  he  proceeded  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1869, 
and  purchased  the  tailoring  business  of  Bennett  & 
Brobts,  and  built  up  a  large  trade.  At  the  time  of 
his  decease  he  was  giving  employment  to  thirty 
men.  In  the  beginning  his  business  aggregated 
$10,000  annually,  and  before  the  close  of  his  active 
life  he  had  increased  it  to  $80,000.  He  was  a  good 
citizen  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  was  willing 
to  promote  the  interests  of  his  community  in  all 
ways  except  the  occupation  of  office.  This,  although 
tendered  him  many  times,  was  persistently  declined 
_ a  fine  contrast  to  the  usual  example  set  by  ambi¬ 
tious  men.  In  other  ways  Mr.  Jackson  indicated 
this  quality  of  persistence  in  his  character,  for  he 
was  never  known  to  abandon  any  important  project 
when  once  he  set  about  the  execution  of  it.  It  was 
this  persistence  which  brought  him  such  success, 
and  which  gained  him  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  tolerant  of  the  faults 
of  others,  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  and  kindly 
and  generous  in  his  thoughts  and  actions. 

Andrew  Jackson  and  Miss  Isabella  B.  Hostetter 
were  united  in  marriage  June  4,  1879,  in  the  city 
of  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Jackson  was  a  native  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  born  July  12,  1846.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Lydia  (White) 
Hostetter,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German 
ancestry,  on  the  father’s  side,  and  pure  American 


on' the  side  of  the  mother,  she  being  able  to  trace 


her  progenitors  very  nearly  back  to  the  landing  of 
the  Mayflower.  One  of  these,  Lydia  White,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  United  States.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Jackson  was  a  nephew  of  Col.  Hos¬ 
tetter,  of  Hostetter’s  Bitters  fame,  and  a  cousin  of 


David  H.,  who  now  operates  the  business  formerly 
managed  by  his  deceased  father.  The  father  of 


Mrs.  Jackson  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  miller  of 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  having  established  the  first 
mill  in  the  county,  and  which  is  yet  owned  by  his 
heirs.  His  life  terminated  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  May  3,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years, 
and  that  of  the  mother  in  Cumberland  County, 
Aug.  26,  1876,  at  fifty-three.  Mr.  H.  in  earlier 
years  conducted  a  stage  route  in  his  native  county, 
and  was  a  general  favorite  among  his  associates. 
The  wife  was  a  lady  of  most  estimable  character, 
and  an  earnest  and  zealous  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  reared  at  home,  where  she  re¬ 
mained  until  1861,  when  she  came  to  Iowa,  and  has 
since  resided  here.  She  is  the  possessor,  in  her  own 
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right,  of  100  acres  of  improved  land  in  Rapids 


Township,  section  9,  besides  ten  dwelling-houses 
and  some  unoccupied  lots  within  the  city  limits. 
By  her  marriage  with  our  subject  she  has  become 
the  mother  of  one  child,  John  H.,  born  Jan.  16, 
1875.  Mrs.  J.  is  an  active  and  influential  member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  earnestly  devoted  to 
her  religious  duties.  Three  brothers  of  Mrs.  Jack- 
son  were  educated  as  ministers  and  were  connected 
with  the  Dunkard  denominatiou. 
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Y LVESTER  G.  MATSON,  M.  D.  Dr.  Mat- 
son,  whose  portrait  we  present  in  this  con¬ 
nection,  and  of  whom  the  following  is  a 
brief  personal  sketch,  is  not  only  a  highly 
esteemed  professional  gentleman,  but  is  one  of  the 
most  honored  pioneers  of  Linn  County,  having 
located  here  when  the  country  was  in  its  primitive 
condition  and  when  the  settlements  were  widely 
separated.  He  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Sarah 
(Grinnell)  Matson,  who  were  married  and  settled 
in  Middletown,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt.,  where  the  father 
followed  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  and  where  he 
passed  his  entire  life.  They  had  a  family  of  chil- 
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dren  who  bore  the  following  names:  Abigail,  Aman¬ 
da,  Alvin,  Eliza,  John,  Sylvester  G.,  Lucinda,  Lydia, 
Ruel,  Llmina.  Ann,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
I'he  elder  Matson  was  a  second  time  married,  the 
lady  being  a  Miss  Huntington,  who  bore  him  two 
children,  Elijah  M.  and  Christopher  II.  The  for¬ 
mer  is  deceased,  and  the  latter  is  living  on  a  farm 
in  Jones  County,  Iowa. 

Sylvester  G.  Matson  was  born  in  Middletown, 
Rutland  Co.,  Yt.,  March  5,  1 808.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  he  was  not  only  born  in  New  England,  but 
comes  from  that  stock  in  which  conscience  seems 
to  have  been  as  hereditary  as  intelligence,  and  in 
which  the  line  accumulative  results  of  the  moral 
struggles  and  triumphs  of  generations  appear  to 
have  been  transmitted.  The  personal  traits  of  the 
nl  original  New  Englanders  were  in  many  ways  re¬ 
markable.  They  were  men  who  not  only  dared  to 
have  ideas,  but  dared  to  put  them  together  and 
face  the  logical  results  of  them.  1 1  is  parents  died 
when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  until 
that  time  he  lived  with  them,  and  by  his  labor  on 

Uthe  farm  assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  the  family. 
His  primary  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  day  and  locality  of  his  minority.  He 
is  a  self-made  man,  working  his  way  up  the  ladder 
of  fame  and  fortune  step  by  step,  from  a  poor 
farmer  s  boy  to  the  head  of  one  of  the  foremost 
professions,  and  acquiring  a  competency.  About 
1827  he  entered  the  medical  college  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  ’\  ermontat  Burlington,  and  graduated  there¬ 
from  with  honors  in  1882.  He  studied  a  short  time 
in  the  office  of  Drs.  Paul  and  Grinnell,  of  Rutland 
County,  prior  to  entering  the  University,  and 
thoroughly  prepared  himself  so  to  do.  He  was, 


ing  the  handles  of  his  plow  was  constantly  study¬ 
ing,  with  the  determination  of  becoming  one  of  the 
foremost  practitioners  in  the  profession  which  he 
chose  to  follow  during  his  future  life. 

After  receiving  his  diploma  Dr.  Matson  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
town.  Remaining  there  until  1833,  he  went  to 


Onondaga  County,  N.Y.,  and  formed  a  partnershij 
with  Adonijah  \\  hite,  and  together  they  continued 
Kia  practice  for  about  two  years  at  Van  Buren.  From 
Van  Buren  he  went  to  Sylvan  Springs,  Chenango 
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Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  there  actively  engaged  in 
practice  for  about  eight  years.  We  next  hear  of 
him  at  Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
is  practising  dentistry  in  company  with  two  cousins, 
also  named  Matson.  Remaining  there  for  two 
years,  he  settled  up  his  business,  and  disposing  of 
what  property  he  had  accumulated  in  Chenango 
County,  he  came  to  Iowa,  arriving  here  in  1845. 
Settling  in  Linn  County,  he  remained  but  a  short 
time,  then  removed  to  Fairview,  Jones  County. 
There,  in  Cass  Township,  he  bought  property  and 
erected  a  gristmill,  and  operated  it  in  connection 
with  a  sawmill.  He  likewise  was  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising  while  a  resident  of  that  county,  being 
connected  in  the  latter  business  with  his  son,  Ben¬ 
jamin  L.,  and  Prof.  S.  N.  Fellows.  During  all  this 
time,  however,  the  Doctor  continued  to  practice 
medicine,  and,  by  carefully  diagnosing  his  cases 
and  treating  them  with  that  skill  which  study  and 
practice  enabled  him  to  bring  to  bear,  he  built  up 
a  flourishing  business.  He  changed  his  residence 
from  Fairview  to  Cass  Township,  near  the  mill,  and 
there  laid  out  a  little  town  which  he  called  Fre¬ 
mont,  but  which  never  amounted  to  much.  On 
leaving  Fremont  the  Doctor  moved  to  Anamosa, 
and  there  continued  his  practice  for  many  years, 
when  lie  removed  to  Brown  Township,  this  county, 
where  he  settled  on  section  1.  He  operated  for  a 
time  the  Mt.  Hope  stone  quarry,  which  he  after¬ 
ward  leased.  Although  the  Doctor  has  attained 
the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  he  is  yet  often  called 
upon  to  visit  patients,  but  practices  very  little,  if 
any,  living  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life. 

Dr.  Matson  was  first  united  in  marriage,  at  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Vt.,  to  Mary  A.  Hotchkiss,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Hotchkiss,  of  Vermont.  She  was  born  in  that 
State,  and  bore  our  subject  three  children — Benja¬ 
min,  Sarah  and  Sylvester.  Mrs.  Matson  died  in 
Fairview,  Jones  County,  this  State,  and  the  Doctor 
formed  a  second  matrimonial  alliance  at  Sabula, 
Iowa,  with  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Hubble,  a  native  of  New 
York.  By  this  union  two  children  were  born — 
Catharine  L.  and  Ida.  He  was  the  third  time  mar¬ 
ried,  at  Anamosa,  Mrs.  Caroline  (Lowry)  Hart, 
widow  of  George  Hart,  being  the  other  contracting 
party.  She  was  born  in  Virginia. 

Of  the  children  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  is  liv- 
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ing  at  Anaraosa;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Fellows, 

"  a  resident  of  Iowa  City;  Prof.  Fellows  is  widely 
known  in  this  State,  having  been  connected  with 
]  the  University  of  Iowa  for  twenty  years,  and  prior 
to  that  was  a  professor  in  Cornell  College ;  Sylvester, 
Jr.,  is  deceased ;  Catharine  L.  became  the  wife  of 
i  S  Prof.  Goodhue,  and  they  are  living  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids;  Ida  is  deceased. 

Dr.  Matson  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
formed  the  first  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Iowa, 
in  184G,  and  was  a  representative  from  Jones  and 
Jackson  Counties.  He  was  a  leading  member  of 
that  body,  and  in  the  election  of  Speaker  controlled 
seventeen  out  of  the  thirty-nine  votes  that  were 
cast.  He  was  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  also  on  Claims,  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Schools.  He  framed  the  bill 
that  located  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  and 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  first  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  Dr.  Matson  has  'worked  for  the  public  good 

ever  since  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Iowa,  and  has 

a 

taken  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  of  educa¬ 
tional  reform.  He  has  lived  a  long  and  useful  life, 
occupied  honorable  positions,  and  is  one  of  the 
much  respected  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Linn  County.  During  the  First  General  Assembty 
of  the  State  of  Iowa,  Dr.  Matson  was  the  means  of 
preventing  an  assassination.  A  member  of  the 
Lower  House  had  an  altercation  with  the  editor  of 
the  Capitol  Reporter ,  when  the  former  caught  the 
latter  and  threw  him  to  the  floor,  and  drawing  his 
revolver  was  about  to  fire,  when  the  Doctor  sud¬ 
denly  seized  the  weapon  and  wrested  it  from  him, 
thus  averting  what  would  likely  have  been  a  dread¬ 
ful  calamity.  In  politics  Dr.  Matson  is  a  Prohibi¬ 
tionist,  and  he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  great 
temperance  movement,  and  is  passing  the  sunset  of 
life  surrounded  by  numerous  friends  and  relatives 
who  respect  and  honor  him  for  his  many  excellent 
qualities. 


ON.  WILLIAM  SMYTH.  Jamie  Smyth, 
the  maternal  grandson  of  Jeremiah  Rogers, 
left  Scotland  about  1688,  and  settled  at 
Eden,  near  Strabane,  County  Tyrone,  Ire- 
Tradition  says  he  was  a  persecuted  Cov¬ 


enanter,  though  he  may  have  moved  to  Ireland  to 
profit  by  the  Ulster  tenant  act.  He  was  succeeded 
by  two  Jeremiahs,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
1779.  Jeremiah  Smyth  was  married  in  the  spring 
of  1805,  at  Lisdivise,  Ireland,  to  Nancy  McElhenny, 
born  in  1779.  Of  this  union  were  born  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Craig,  now  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Nancy 
Alexander,  deceased;  Mrs.  Marguerite  Cory,  de¬ 
ceased;  John,  late  of  Bertram  Township,  this 
county;  James,  late  of  Franklin  Township;  Hon. 
Robert  Smyth,  of  Franklin  Township;  Mary,  of 
Mt.  Vernon ;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boyd,  deceased ;  Mrs. 
Katherine  Moffit,  deceased;  Hon.  William  Smyth, 
our  subject,  and  Mrs.  Susan  Alexander,  of  Mt. 
Vernon.  All  of  these  lived  to  maturity;  four  are 
still  living;  three  passed  the  age  of  seventy;  two 
died  at  sixty-nine;  all  made  their  homes  upon 
farms,  and  all  but  one  married,  and  their  children 
live  in  Iowa,  Kansas  and  California,  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent  keeping  up  the  traditional  custom  of  “  flocking 
together  ”  wherever  thejr  go. 

John  and  Robert  Smyth  came  to  America  in 
1834,  and  after  some  years  spent  in  Pennsylvania 
came  to  Iowa  among  its  first  settlers.  In  1838 
Jeremiah  and  family  came  to  America,  and  in  1842 
to  Iowa,  and  became  a  farmer  in  Franklin  Town¬ 
ship.  He  died  June  15,  1854,  his  wife,  eight  days 
later. 

Hon.  William  Smyth  was  born  Jan.  3,  1824,  at 
the  family  “  holding  ”  in  Ireland,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  his  grand-uncle,  Dr.  William  Nesbit, 
of  Belfast.  Under  the  instructions  of  Joseph  Ham¬ 
ilton  and  a  Mr.  Sharpe  he  obtained,  as  did  his 
brothers,  a  good  common  education,  and  became 
quite  proficient  in  Latin.  He  was  slow  and  awk¬ 
ward,  but  thorough,  and  at  fifteen  taught  school 
his  first  winter  in  America.  He  clerked  for  J.  B. 
Frampton,  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  for  board  and  $8 
per  month.  In  several  years  he  had  saved  enough 
money  to  buy  the  Roanoke,  a  boat  on  the  Holli¬ 
daysburg  &  Philadelphia  Canal.  Later  he  bought 
another  boat,  and  in  1843  sold  out  and  came  to 
Iowa,  working  his  way  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the 
Mississippi  to  Muscatine,  where  he  tied  his  “  trunk  ” 
to  a  stick  and  walked  to  Marion,  the  home  of  his 
brother  Robert. 

For  a  year  he  worked  on  his  father’s  farm 
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and  taught  school,  then  wentjio  Iowa  City  and 
read  law  with  Judge  J.  1\  C'arleton,  teaching  in 
the  winter.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June 
1,  1846,  at  the  first  term  of  court  held  in  Benton 
County.  1 1  is  examiners  and  himself  sat  upon  a 
log  in  front  of  the  cabin  of  Thomas  May,  two  miles 
from  \  inton.  lie  at  once  entered  the  law  and  real 
estate  business  with  his  brother  Robert,  at  Marion, 
and  being  called  to  Vinton  to  assist  Davies  Sher¬ 
man  in  a  suit,  which  was  won,  he  was  admitted 
into  the  firm.  The  death  of  Mr.  Davies  dissolved 
this  firm,  of  which  ex-Gov.  Sherman  was  a  mem¬ 
ber.  Meantime  Mr.  S.  had  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  adjoining  Marion,  and  here  he  made  his 
home,  spending  his  leisure  in  clearing  and  working 
the  farm. 

Mr.  Smyth’s  political  career  began  in  the  fall  of 
1847,  when  he  was  elected  without  opposition,  and 
as  a  Democrat,  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Linn 
County.  This  he  resigned  in  1858  to  accept  the 
appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  Judge  C'arleton,  of  the  Fourth  District, 
to  which  office  he  was  elected  and  re-elected  with¬ 
out  opposition,  until  1857,  when  he  resigned  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  with  Robert  Smyth 
and  Mr.  A.  J.  Twogood  established  the  first  bank 
in  Linn  County.  In  the  same  year  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  five  to  sell  the 
school  lands  of  Iowa.  In  1858  lie  was  Chairman 
of  a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  revise  and 
codify  the  laws  of  the  State;  and  the  criminal  code 
of  1860  is  largely  his  individual  work.  In  1860 
he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  “  Commission  of 
Legal  Inquiry  ”  for  six  years.  Having  become  a 
Republican  in  politics  he  was  a  prominent  candi¬ 
date  for  Congress  in  1860,  but  was  not  nominated. 
In  1861  he  was  appointed  one  of  four  commission¬ 
ers  to  assist  Gov.  Kirkwood  in  raising  funds  to 
prosecute  the  war.  Aug.  10,  1862,  he  was  commis- 
\  sioned  Colonel  of  the  81st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  Oct. 
18,  1862,  the  regiment  was  mustered  in  at  Daven¬ 
port.  Officers  and  men  numbered  970.  November 
20  they  left  the  transports  at  Helena,  Ark.,  and  a 
week  later  joined  the  active  service  on  the  Ilovey 
expedition  to  Coldwater,  Miss.  It  fought  at 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  and  at  the  capture  of  Arkansas 
Post  won  the  notice  of  Gen.  C.  E.  Hovey. 


It  fought 


at  Jackson  and  Vicksburg,  at  Jackson  again,  at  Can¬ 
ton,  and  on  Lookout  Mountain,  where  it  won  Gen. 
Hooker’s  commendation  for  a  charge  by  night;  at 
Missionary  Ridge  and  Taylor’s  Ridge.  It  was  in 
Williamson’s  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  and 
in  the  charge  that  saved  us  the  fight  at  Dallas.  It 
skirmished  on  the  outskirts  of  the ‘‘grand  army,” 
but  took  no  part  in  the  battles  around  Atlanta.  It 
participated  in  the  pursuit  of  Hood  and  the  “march 
to  the  sea.”  Capt.  J.  8.  Alexander,  of  Company  A, 
was  the  first  to  meet  the  delegation  that  came  out 
to  surrender  Columbia,  and  he  led  the  first  organ- 
ized  troops  into  the  city.  It  was  the  Hag  of  the 
81st  that  Col.  Stone  hoisted  over  the  State  House. 
At  Bentonsville  it  again  won  distinction,  and 
marched  to  the  tune  of  “John  Brown”  at  the 
“  grand  parade.”  Then  it  marched  over  the  fields 
of  Virginia  and  through  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
to  Louisville;  and  finally  disbanded  at  Davenport, 
where  it  received  an  enthusiastic  ovation,  or,  rather, 
a  third  of  it  did,  for  it  had  lost  over  600  men  in 
battles,  or  by  disease,  or  wounded. 

Col.  Smyth  was  a  deliberative  man,  not  at  all  a 
military  man.  He  merely  possessed  the  personal 
courage  and  the  sense  of  duty  that  inspired  so 
many  civilians  to  enter  the  army.  To  the  “  dash 
of  Lieut.-Col.  Jenkins,  who*  was  twice  wounded, 
the  regiment  owes  much  of  its  glory,  but  more  to 
the  stuff  that  was  in  the  men  themselves.  Early  in 
the  service  an  abscess  on  the  breast,  and  dysentery, 
compelled  Mr.  Smyth  to  come  home,  but  he  re¬ 
turned  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  fight  on  Lookout 
Mountain.  At  Savannah,  Dec.  5,  1 864,  he  resigned 
his  commission,  because  of  ill-health  and  the  re¬ 
duced  state  of  his  command.  Entering  a  law  part¬ 
nership  with  the  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Young,  he  prac¬ 
ticed  until  1868,  when,  after  a  spirited  contest,  he 
was  nominated  for  Congress,  and  was  elected  over 
Judge  Leffingwell,  of  Lyons,  by  4,426  majority. 
He  served  on  the  Committees  of  Public  Lands  and 
Militia.  He  was  renominated  by  acclamation  while 
sick  abed.  His  old  army  disease,  dysentery,  at¬ 
tacked  him  in  the  summer  of  1870,  and  he  died  on 
the  80tli  day  of  September,  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years.  Careful  and  resolute  in  his  business,  the 
opportunities  of  a  new  country  enabled  him  to  ac¬ 
quire  considerable  wealth,  which  he  spent  freel}’  in 
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the  cause  of  education  and  in  building  up  his  home 
town. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
there  lived  in  Philadelphia  an  English  Quaker, 
named  William  Lodge;  his  son  Benjamin,  “  a  little 
man,”  was  just  twenty-one  years  old,  and  soon  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  was  going  to  the  war.  William 
was  opposed  to  it,  but  Bennie  was  resolute.  He 
was  about  to  embark  as  a  sailor,  when  an  old  sea¬ 
faring  man  advised  him  that  the  life  was  hard  and 
the  ship  unseaworthy;  so  Bennie  trudged  off  to 
Cambridge,  and  the  ship  put  to  sea  and  was  never 
again  heard  from.  Arriving  at  Cambridge  he  en¬ 
listed  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  He  had  attended 
a  night  school  and  understood  surveying,  and  was 
soon  made  a  Captain  under  Washington’s  personal 
supervision  in  the  crude  engineer  corps  of  the  time. 
The  Captain’s  best  friend  was  Capt.  James  Carna¬ 
han,  a  big  mountaineer  from  Southwestern  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Together  they  were  wounded  and  capt¬ 
ured  at  the  battle  of  Brooklyn  Heights ;  they  were 
exchanged  while  Washington  was  at  White  Plaines, 
and  were  left  behind  when  he  retreated  through 
New  Jersey.  Half  recovered,  they  traversed  the 
wilderness  during  the  early  winter,  and  rejoined 
the  army  in  time  to  cross  the  Delaware.  They 
continued  with  Washington’s  army  until  he  finally 
parted  with  his  officers  in  New  York  City. 

The  close  of  the  war  seems  to  have  found  Capt. 
Lodge  without  home,  fortune  or  friends,  and  he 
returned  home  with  Carnahan,  whose  sister  Rebecca 
he  married.  Lodge  was  once  or  twice  elected  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  and  letters  are  still 
extant  in  which  he  described  to  his  wife  his  travels 
and  experiences  as  a  statesman.  When  emigration 
had  set  into  Kentucky,  Lodge  and  Carnahan  were 
among  its  surveyors,  and  received  in  payment  large 
tracts  of  land,  upon  which  the  latter  or  his  sons 
settled. 

Among  the  children  of  Benjamin  and  Rebecca 
was  Mary,  who  married  James  McBrier,  the  son  of 
David  McBrier,  a  large  land-owner  in  -Western 
Pennsylvania.  James  had  at  least  three  brothers — 
William,  David  and  Henleigh.  .  Tradition  tells  of 
some  very  aged  McBriers  who  were  Scotch  Cov¬ 
enanters  in  Londonderry  at  the  time  of  the  famous 
siege,  but  fails  to  mention  how  they  became  pio¬ 


neers  in  America.  After  some  jmars’  residence  in 
Pennsylvania  James  McBrier  and  family  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  dropped  the  “  Me  ”  from  his 
name,  and  settled  eight  miles  east  of  Dayton.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  War  of  1812  he,  being  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
was  engaged  in  erecting  forts  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie  and  through  the  “  Indian  country  ”  of 
Northwestern  Ohio  and  Indiana.  After  the  man¬ 
ner  of  pioneers,  as  soon  as  civilization  approached 
he  removed  into  Indiana,  where  he  died,  leaving 
his  wife  and  eleven  children :  William  and  James 
were  ministers,  and  “’49ers”  in  California,  the 
former  going  by  way  of  Panama,  and  the  latter 
over  the  “  Mormon  trail  through  Death’s  Valley.” 
James  lost  his  “  outfit  ”  by  prairie  fire,  and  most  of 
his  companions,  except  his  wife  and  three  children, 
by  death  on  the  way  out.  He  won  distinction  as 
the  “  only  parson  on  the  coast  who  dared  to  preach 
in  the  mines,”  and  as  a  radical  abolitionist;  he  is 
still  living  and  preaching.  David  and  Samuel 
were  lawyers;  Columbus  was  a  physician;  he  died 
young;  Augustus  was  an  editor  and  “Bohemian  ” 
in  Nevada,  and  was  accidentally  poisoned  in  1869; 
Lodge  is  a  bee-farmer  in  Jamestown,  Tenn.,  and 
John  is  in  the  real-estate  and  loan  business  at  To¬ 
peka,  Kan.  Of  the  daughters,  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
the  late  Justice  R.  C.  Gregory,  of  La  Fayette,  Ind., 
died  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  March  26,  1886; 
Louisa  is  the  widow  of  the  Hon.  R.  D.  Stephens, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Mary  came  West  in  a  “prai¬ 
rie  schooner  ”  to  teach  school.  At  Marion  she  met 
Mr.  Smyth,  and  they  were  married  at  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  Gregory,  in  Indiana,  Nov.  12,  1850.  Their 
children  are:  William,  born  Dec.  17,  1851,  gradu¬ 
ated  at  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  married 
Hattie  J.  Cheyney  at  Dubuque  Dec.  17,  1874,  read 
law  with  the  late  Hon.  Rush  Clark  at  Iowa  City, 
practiced  at  Marshalltown  and  Grundy  Center, 
Iowa,  and  removed  to  Kansas  City  early  in  1883, 
where  he  manufactured  shot;  he  is  now  manager  of 
the  National  Loan  and  Trust  Company  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  Jay  J.  Smyth,  the  second  son,  has  oc¬ 
cupied  every  position  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Marion,  Iowa,  and  is  now  its  President  (see 
sketch  elsewhere).  Robert  was  born  Feb.  12,  1855, 
engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business 
when  twenty  years  of  age,  learned  the  tinner  s 
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trade,  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade,  married  Miss 
Anna  Toms  Feb.  12,  1878,  and  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness  early  in  188(5;  lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  Louisa  died  in  infancy. 
David  15.  was  born  Feb.  24,  1859,  worked  in  the 
bank  at  Marion,  attended  college,  farmed  in  Clay 
County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  at  Spencer.  Iowa.  lie  married  Miss  May 
Pineo,  Nov.  14,  18855,  and  they  have  two  children 
— Donald  Claire  and  Robert.  John  S.,  born  Jan. 
255,  18(51,  no  business.  Mary,  the  widow  of  James 
Brier,  died  in  Marion  March  19,  18(51,  and  Mrs. 
Smyth  died  Jan.  29,  18(51. 

DWIN  CLARK,  an  esteemed  citizen  of  .Mar¬ 
ion  Township,  and  the  possessor  of  a  com¬ 
fortable  homestead  on  section  10,  is  the  son 
of  Oliver  and  Electa  (Wilcox)  Clark,  born  and 
reared  in  Connecticut,  whence  they  afterward  emi- 
)  grated  to  Ohio,  married,  and  located  in  Lorain 
County.  They  emigrated  to  Linn  County,  settling- 
in  Franklin  Township,  and  remained  there  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives. 


Ill 


Edwin  Clark  was  the  tenth  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  and  was  born  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
March  9,  1834.  lie  received  a  good  common-school 
education,  and  the  most  of  his  life  has  been  occu¬ 
pied  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  and  then 
wandered  away  from  the  home  roof,  and  was  vari¬ 
ously  occupied  until  his  marriage.  He  was  five 
years  old  at  the  time  his  father  came  to  Iowa,  and 
after  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood  he  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  in  Marion  Township  on  section 
10.  That  little  tract  of  land  still  constitutes  a  part 
of  his  present  possessions,  to  which  he  has  added 
until  he  is  now  the  proprietor  of  190  acres.  He 
has  improved  and  cultivated  his  land,  has  a  good 
3  dwelling,  barns  and  outhouses,  and  his  homestead 
forms  an  attractive  feature  of  the  landscape  in 
Marion  Township. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Frank¬ 
lin  Township,  March  16,  1854,  to  Miss  Charlotte 
Thomas,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  their  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters — Electa  and 

6? 


Charlotte.  Electa  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Martin, 
married  Jan.  2,  187(5,  and  resides  in  Marion  Town¬ 
ship.  Of  the  other  child  they  were  bereft  when  she 
was  a  little  girl  of  seven  years.  She  died  in  Marion 
Township,  Jan.  (5,  18G4.  The  wife  and  mother  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  November,  1856. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark  occurred  in 

Marion  Township,  Nov.  21,  1857,  the  lady  of  his 

choice  being  Margaret  J.  Jordan,  daughter  of  George 

and  Elizabeth  (Jackson)  Montgomery,  and  widow 

of  William  Jordan,  who  died  in  Linn  Township.  i 

April  21,  1856.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Jordan 

she  became  the  mother  of  three  children — George  E 

&  ; - 1, 

E.,  Charles  E.  and  William  F.  Mrs.  Clark  was  the  £ j  i 
second  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  was  born 
in  Marion  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  27,  1830.  By  her 
union  with  Mr.  Clark  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children:  John  M.  married  Margaret  A.  Oli- 
phant,  April  6,  1883;  Charles  E.  married  Temper¬ 
ance  A.  Mason,  Feb.  6,  1882;  Alice  married  Leon¬ 
ard  S.  Morrison,  Dec.  2,  1884;  Michael  married 
Etta  J.  Moulton,  May  13,  1885;  Oliver  married  • ;  j 
Della  M.  Moulton,  Dec.  23,  1885.  Two  sons  of 
her  first  marriage  are  deceased.  George  E.  Jordan  ! 
married  Alice  A.  Chrisman,  Jan.  20, 1875,  who  died  :  } 
July  18,  1876;  his  second  marriage  occurred  May 
15,  1879,  and  he  now  resides  in  Marion,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  solid  and  substantial  citizen,  en¬ 
joying  the  confidence  of  his  community,  and  has 
held  the  minor  offices  of  his  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Marion,  and  a 
pillar  in  the  Methodist  Church.  In  politics  he  is 
independent,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  success 
of  temperance. 
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^  ETH  BISHOP  is  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Jackson  Township,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  polit¬ 
ical  affairs  of  Jackson  Township  and  of  this  section 
of  the  county  since  becoming  a  resident  here. 

Mr.  Bishop  is  a  resident  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  having  been  born  in  Readsboro,  Ben¬ 
nington  Co.,  Vt.,  and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  Sept.  19,  1816.  His  father,  Joy  Bishop,  was 
born  in  North  Haven,  Conn.,  and  his  grandfather, 
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also  Joy  Bishop,  was  reared  in  Connecticut,  his 
birthplace,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native  town  of 
North  Haven.  He  was  a  thorough  fanner,  and  one 
of  the  sturdy  characters  of  that  period,  who  trans¬ 
mitted  to  their  posterity  in  a  marked  degree  the 
ironclad  principles  of  truth  and  honor. 

Joy  Bishop,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  lived  in  his  native 
township  until  after  his  marriage.  A  few  years 
afterward  he  removed  with  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  to  Vermont.  He  drove  a  herd  of  cattle  and 
other  domestic  animals  over  the  hills,  and  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  made  the  journey  on 
horseback,  leading  a  colt  by  her  side.  They  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Readsboro,  and 
settled  upon  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land, 
twenty  miles  from  the  nearest  depot  for  supplies, 
and  there  was  not  even  a  wagon-road  through  the 
wilderness.  The  husband  and  father  was  obliged 
to  pick  his  way  on  horseback  in  order  to  transport 
the  necessary  provisions  for  his  family,  and  under¬ 
go  the  danger  of  losing  his  way  in  the  almost 
trackless  forest.  Fie  was  a  man  of  great  courage 
and  perseverance,  however,  and  his  wife  was  a 
most  suitable  helpmeet  for  such  a  man  in  those 
times.  They  possessed  great  patience  and  perse¬ 
verance,  and  finally  received  the  reward  of  their 
early  toils  and  privations  in  the  smiling  fields  and 
comfortable  homestead  which  they  had  eliminated 
from  the  wilderness.  There  the  father  passed  his 
life,  and  there  folded  his  hands  for  his  final  rest, 
dying  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Abigail  Blakeslee.  She  was  born  in  North  Ha¬ 
ven,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Caleb  Blakes¬ 
lee.  She  descended  from  an  excellent  family  of 
men  and  women  of  great  force  of  character  and 
stern  morality  of  life.  By  her  marriage  with  Joy 
Bishop,  Jr.,  she  became  the  mother  of  fifteen  chil¬ 
dren,  whom  she  carefully  trained  and  instilled  with 
the  principles  which  were  the  secret  of  the  remark¬ 
able  success  of  her  own  life,  and  which  aided  to 
stimulate  the  worthy  ambition  of  her  husband. 
Caleb  Blakeslee,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Bishop, 
was  also  a  native  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  and  an 
early  pioneer  of  Rowe,  Mass.,  to  which  place  he 


emigrated  in  1707.  Flis  son,  and  her  father,  was  a 
child  of  seven  years  when  his  parents  went  to 
Rowe,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  reared 
on  a  farm  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  com¬ 
prised  a  family  of  seven  children.  There  his  earth¬ 
ly  career  terminated,  and  he  left  behind  him  the 
record  of  a  good  man’s  life. 

Seth  Bishop  was  the  thirteenth  child  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  family.  His  early  experience  was  almost 
identical  with  that  of  every  farmer’s  boy.  His 
time  was  occupied  in  performing  some  of  the  light¬ 
er  duties  around  the  homestead  and  attending  the 
district  schools,  as  opportunity  afforded.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  and  then 
decided  to  pursue  the  occupation  of  his  father  be¬ 
fore  him.  His  first  possession  of  note  was  a  farm 
in  Readsboro,  which  he  purchased  and  occupied 
for  three  or  four  years  after  his  marriage.  He  then 
disposed  of  this,  and  removing  to  Rowe,  Mass., 
purchased  a  farm  there  and  remained  upon  it  until 
1855,  when  he  came  into  Iowa  and  purchased  land 
in  Jackson  Township,  this  county.  This  he  sold  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  returned  to  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  He  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
1857,  disposed  of  his  farm  and  other  interests 
there,  then  returned  to  Iowa  and  again  looked 
about  for  a  location,  and  secured  the  place  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies.  It  was  then  a  wild,  un¬ 
cultivated  tract  of  land.  All  his  land  is  now  im¬ 
proved  and  enclosed  with  good  fencing.  He  has  a 
fine  dwelling  and  convenient  barns  and  out-build¬ 
ings.  He  was  at  one  time  in  possession  of  nearly 
GOO  acres  of  land,  but  the  greater  part  of  this  he 
has  divided  among  his  children. 

Seth  Bishop  was  married  in  early  manhood  to 
Miss  Eunice  Blakeslee,  June  8,  1842.  Mrs.  Bishop 
is  a  native  of  Rowe,  Mass.,  and  daughter  of  Horace 
and  Eunice  (Darling)  Blakeslee.  By  her  union  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Clara 
married  Eugene  Bailey,  and  resides  in  Jackson 
Township;  they  have  two  children;  Ella  died  in 
infancy;  Frederick  was  married  to  Miss  Eugenia 
Whiting,  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead ;  Luella 
married  Robert  Forrest,  and  lives  in  Jackson  Town¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  Bishop  has  always  identified  himself  with  the 
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interests  of  his  county  and  township,  and  has  been 
a  leading  man  from  the  start.  He  occupied  the 
minor  oflices  in  earlier  years,  being  Trustee  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  lie  is  well  read  and  well  informed, 
and  has  profited  by  his  large  experience  in  life.  He 
aided  in  the  first  growth  of  the  county,  and  now 
contributes  a  liberal  share  toward  the  maintenance 
of  its  present  position  among  the  wealthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  counties  of  the  I  lawkeye  State.  He  is  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics. 


►  ILLIAM  L.  SHERWOOD,  deceased.  One 


of-  the  comparatively  early  settlers  of 
Linn  County,  and  Brown  Township,  was 
William  L.  Sherwood,  who  was  the  son  of  Benja¬ 
min  and  Sallie  (Linthycum)  Sherwood.  Their  first 
settlement  was  made  in  North  Carolina,  whence 
they  afterward  removed  to  Indiana,  where  the 
mother  died.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  Benja¬ 
min  Sherwood  removed  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in 
Marion  County,  and  there  his  life  terminated.  To 
their  union  was  born  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  twelfth 
in  order  of  birth. 

William  L.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Lexington, 
Davidson  Co.,  N.  C.,  Dec.  24,  1825.  When  quite 
a  small  boy  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Indiana, 
and  from  that  State,  in  the  spring  of  1852,  to  Linn 
County,  Iowa,  where  his  father  purchased  a  tract 
of  land,  and  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming 
until  his  death.  The  marriage  of  our  subject  took 
place  Dec.  7,  1875,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Mrs.  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Nancy  W. 
(Penn)  Anderson,  and  widow  of  William  Morgan, 
who  died  while  in  the  service  of  his  country,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  29, 1868.  He  was  the  father  of  one 


>  child,  Willie  E.,  who  died  in  Warren  County,  Iowa, 
when  an  infant  of  eight  months. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Sherwood  were  natives  of 
Maryland,  where  they  settled  after  their  marriage, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  and  the  mother 
died  in  Knox  County,  that  State.  The  father 
afterward 

County,  where  his  decease  occurred. 


removed  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Linn 


They  had  a 
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family  of  ten  children,  and  seven  of  these  lived  to 
years  of  maturity.  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Sherwood,  was 
born  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  April  14,  1835, 
and  has  been  the  mother  of  one  child  by  Mr.  Sher¬ 
wood,  \\  ilma  L.  The  balance  of  her  father’s  fam¬ 
ily  were:  Anne  E.,  Charles  L.,  Amelia  J.,  Harriet 
A.,  Leonard  V..  Mary  E.,  James  M.,  Edmund  U. 
and  Esther  E. 

William  L.  Sherwood  died  of  typhoid  pneumonia. 
Jan.  21,  1878,  after  an  illness  of  short  duration. 
He  was  independent  in  religious  thought,  but  never¬ 
theless  an  active  Christian,  always  endeavoring  to 
carry  out  the  commands  of  the  Master  when  He  said : 
“As  ye  would  that  men  would  do  to  you,  do  ye 
even  so  to  them.”  He  was  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  ever  ready  to  bestow  words  of  counsel  and 
comfort  to  the  afflicted,  and  material  aid  to  those 
in  want.  His  memory  is  held  in  tender  remem¬ 
brance  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  and  his  loss 
was  deeply  lamented  by  the  community  with  whose 
interests  he  had  unselfishly  identified  himself,  and 
whose  welfare  he  sought  to  promote  by  every  means 
in  his  power. 

Mrs.  Sherwood  is  the  proprietor  of  173  acres  of 
valuable  land,  which  since  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  has  managed  judiciously  and  with  excel¬ 
lent  j  udgment.  She  is  an  accomplished  lady,  highly 
esteemed  in  her  community,  and  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


ACOB  HAGEA.  Among  the  well-to-do  citi¬ 
zens  of  Cedar  Rapids  who  have  been  able  in 
their  late  years  to  retire  with  a  competency 
from  the  active  labors  of  life,  is  the  above  2fen- 
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tleman,  whose  residence  is  No.  482  Second  Avenue 
Best.  He  was  born  Nov.  9,  1818,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  an  offspring  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Wise)  Ha- 
gea,  natives  of  Huntingdon  County.  Pa.  Our 
subject’s  father  was  a  miller  but  followed  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  lie 
died  in  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  his  faithful  companion 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  1821.  Their  issue  was  thirteen 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  John, 
Adam,  Elizabeth,  Jacob,  David,  William  and  Ann. 

Jacob  Hagea,  when  four  years  old,  being  or- 
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phaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  was  bound  out 
to  a  Mr.  Phillip  Cornman  until  seventeen  years  of 
age.  He  labored  on  his  farm  and  also  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  when  seventeen  years  of  age 
learned  the  stonemason  and  brick  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  different  portions  of  the  East  until 
1854.  During  that  year  he  moved  to  Rock  Island, 
Ill.,  where  he  engaged  in  contracting  and  building, 
and  also  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  two  years  and 
eight  months.  He  then  came  to  Iowa  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  of  280  acres  in  Lennox  Township, 
Iowa  County,  all  of  which  was  prairie  land.  He 
erected  a  frame  house  on  the  place,  14x16  feet  in 
dimensions.  The  first  night  they  slept  in  it  the 
roof  was  blown  off,  and  the  rain  came  pouring  down 
upon  them.  Upon  this  farm  they  lived  for  six 
years.  The  nearest  market  at  that  time  was  twenty- 
five  miles  distant,  and  our  subject  and  his  family 
encountered  most  of  the  trials  incident  to  a  new 
settlement.  Mr.  Hagea,  neverthless,  had  faith  in 
the  development  of  the  country,  improved  his  land 
and  lived  in  his  little  frame  house  until  1871,  by 
which  time  his  energy  and  perseverance,  together 
with  the  active  co-operation  of  his  good  helpmeet, 
enabled  him  to  erect  the  finest  residence  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  had  built  a  fine  barn  in  1860,  and  also 
erected  a  tenement  house  on  an  eighty-acre  tract  of 
his  place,  and  a  fine  residence  on  160  acres  for  his 
son.  He  lived  on  his  home  place  for  twenty-six 
years,  then  sold  it  and  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

Jacob  Hagea  was  married  in  1 840,  to  Miss  Rachel 
Richie;  of  their  four  children  only  one  is  living, 
Anne  E.,  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Johns,  of  Kansas, 
and  mother  of  ten  children — Kate,  Siegle,  Harry, 
Jack,  Georgiana,  Gertie,  5 label,  Jessie,  and  two 
younger,  names  not  known.  Mrs.  Hagea  departed 
this  life  Jan.  18,  1849,  at  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  and 
our  subject  for  his  second  wife  married  Miss  Cath¬ 
arine  S.  Shinier,  July  2,  1850.  This  lady  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  J.  and  Sarah  (Shoemaker) 
Sliimer,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
respectively.  Her  father  was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker 
by  trade.  Her  mother  died  in  Martinsburg,  Pa,, 
in  1853.  The  father,  with  his  daughter  Catharine, 
came  West,  and  he  died  Oct.  16,  1871,  The  par¬ 
ental  household  included  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Margaret,  wife  of  Peter 


Bobb,  of  Wisconsin ;  Catharine,  Mrs.  Hagea;  Susan, 
wife  of  "William  Houcks,  and  Rebecca,  wife  of 
Franklin  Jones,  all  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Mr.  Hagea  was  formerly  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  William  H.  Harrison,  but  £ 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party  at  its 
organization  in  1856.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  i 
Peace,  Constable,  School  Director  and  Road  Over¬ 
seer,  and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Linn  County. 


W.  EATON,  Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  a 
hardware  merchant,  is  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  business  men  and  citizens  of  the 
city.  He  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  having  been  born 
in  that  State  Sept.  21,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Cyrus 
and  Sophrouia  (Smith)  Eaton,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  respectively. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Eaton  family  is  traced  back 
to  William  and  Martha  Eaton,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  England  about  the  year  1636  or  1637, 
and  settled  at  Reading,  Mass.  Their  son  John  was 
born  in  England,  in  1636,  and  was  married  in  1659 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kendall,  and  they  also  lived  at 
Reading.  "William,  a  son  of  the  latter,  was  born  in 
Reading,  in  1670,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Swayne  in 
1695.  They  resided  in  Lynnfield,  Mass.,  where  their 
son,  Benjamin,  was  born  in  1705,  and  in  1730  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Rand,  and  lived 
in  Lynn,  that  State.  David  Eaton,  the  son  of  Ben¬ 
jamin,  was  born  in  1738,  and  married  Elinor  Clem¬ 
ent  in  1761.  They  lived  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
July  16,  1768,  was  born  to  them  a  son,  whom  they 
named  Jonathan.  He  married  Jane  Sargent,  and 
to  them  a  son,  Cyrus,  was  born,  who  was  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Cyrus  Eaton  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  the 
following  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  Albert  S., 
Samuel  S.,  Elinor  J.,  Charles  F.,  and  Cyrus  W.," our 
subject.  The  latter  passed  his  early  years  on  the 
farm,  receiving  in  the  meantime  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion.  He  graduated  at  the  St.  Johnsbury  Academy, 
Vt.,  in  1855.  After  thus  fitting  himself  for  con¬ 
flict  with  the  busy  world,  he  turned  his  face  west¬ 
ward  to  find  a  field  which  he  hoped  would  prove  a 
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pleasant  and  profitable  one.  At  St.  Paul  he  em¬ 
barked  in  the  insurance  business,  where  for  two 
years  he  was  actively  engaged,  when  he  returned  to 
Vermont.  After  passing  a  year  in  his  native  State 
he  went  to  Eastern  Canada,  where,  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  five  years,  he  was  engaged  in  superintending  a 
large  lumbering  establishment.  Again  the  old 
home  attracted  him  thither,  and  another  year  was 
passed  there.  We  next  find  him  traveling  for  a 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  After 
a  service  of  five  years  as  a  “  drummer  ”  he  came 
in  186!)  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  hardware  business.  lie  has 
enjoyed  a  lucrative  and  successful  trade.  lie  keeps 
two  traveling  salesmen  on  the  road,  who  have  built 
up  quite  a  trade. 

Mr.  Eaton  and  Miss  Lydia  Taylor  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1858.  Mrs.  Eaton  is  a  native  of 
Ohio.  Mr.  Eaton  in  his  political  affiliations  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  five  years.  A  great  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  in  1 884  by  his  election  as  Mayor 
of  the  city  without  opposition.  He  is  one  of  the 
very  few  32d  degree  Masons  in  the  United  States, 
and  has  served  in  eminent  positions  in  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa. 
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IIRISTIAN  II.  KURTZ,  County  Recorder 
County  and  a  resident  of  Marion, 
example  of  what  may  be  accom¬ 
plished  singly  in  fighting  the  battle  of  life.  He 
was  born  near  Lancaster  City,  Pa.,  March  29,  1840, 
his  parents  being  John  E.  and  Esther  (Hershey) 
Kurtz,  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Mrs.  Esther  Kurtz  were  Christian  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  ( Leigh ty)  Hershey,  also  native  of  Lancaster 
County.  Her  father  was  a  minister  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  came  to  this  State  and  county 
at  the  same  time  that  John  E.  Kurtz  and  family, 
together  with  six  other  families,  made  the  trip. 
Mr.  Hershey  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Franklin  Township,  this  county,  and  also  other 
land  in  Cedar  County.  He  died  in  Lisbon,  Linn 
County,  in  1860,  and  his  good  wife  at  the  same 
place  in  1864. 

John  E.  Kurtz  is  at  present  living,  retired  from 


His  good  wife 


active  labor,  at  Lisbon,  this  county, 
died  in  1876.  On  coming  to  this  county  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  for  one  year,  and  then  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Lisbon,  and  followed 
the  same  in  connection  with  other  vocations  from 
1849  to  1880,  when  lie  retired  from  active  business 
life.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  early  history 
of  this  county,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  repre¬ 
sent  it  in  the  General  Assembly,  being  elected  in 
1856.  He  was  also  Mayor  of  Lisbon  several  times 
and*  Postmaster  for  a  number  of  years.  Of  his 
family  of  nine  children,  seven  are  yet  living:  C. 
II.,  our  subject;  Henry  C.,  a  merchant  at  Lisbon, 
who  married  Miss  Hannah  Harper;  Abraham  E., 
engaged  in  the  coal  and  fuel  business  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  who  married  Miss  Kate  M.  Dowart; 
David  IT.  married  Hallie  O.  Cramer,  and  is  in  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother,  Abraham  E.,  at  Cedar  Rapids; 
Samuel  A.  married  Ellen  Auracher,  and  is  in  the 
mercantile  trade  with  his  brother,  Henry  C.,  at  Lis¬ 
bon;  Barbara  A.  was  united  in  marriage  with  Joel 
C.  Ringer,  Postmaster  at  Lisbon ;  Elizabeth  A.  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  John  F.  Hahn,  a  farmer  near 
Mt.  Vernon.  Of  the  children  above  named,  Henry 
C.,  Abraham  and  our  subject,  were  all  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  Civil  War. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  the  common 
schools  and  supplemented  his  education  by  years  of 
actual  experience.  From  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  he  entered  his  father’s  store  when  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  remained  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old ;  he  then  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
at  Lisbon,  and  was  thus  occupied  on  and  off  until 
1875.  Prom  that  date  until  1880  he  was  engaa'ed 
in  traveling  for  a  commission  house  in  Chicago.  It 
was  during  the  time  that  he  was  in  business  at  Lis¬ 
bon  that  he  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  24th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf., 
going  out  as  Sergeant.  He  was  soon  promoted 
1st  Lieutenant,  and  remained  in  the  service  until 
wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1864.  He 
was  in  the  hospital  at  Winchester  and  Martinsburg, 
Va.,  and  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  and  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge,  Jan.  5,  1865.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Port  Gibson.  Champion  Hills,  siege  of 
\  icksburg,  siege  of  Jackson,  and  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  served  under  Gen. 
Banks  in  the  various  campaigns  in  Louisiana.  He 


1  ! 

mirro 

mmm 

mSSHS 

Uixxiixxi  w 

nz  mt*  -  m^hjnmmi 

TTXT  ^  "P 


£ 


participated  in  the  battles  of  Carrion  Crow  Bayou, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Kane  River,  and  the  historic  retreat 
i  Gen.  Banks  from  Alexandria  to  Morganza  Bend 
on  the  Mississippi  River.  In  July,  1864,  his  regi¬ 
ment  was  sent  to  Virginia  by  way  of  the  Gulf  and 
"  the  Atlantic,  and  became  part  of  the  army  under 
l  Gen.  Sheridan  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia, 
where  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Winchester, 
lishers  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek;  was  wounded  and 
3  taken  prisoner  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1864, 

.  recaptured  by  Gen.  Custer’s  cavalry  the  following 
jJjj  mg'bt,  and  was  in  hospital  at  Winchester  and  Mar- 
||jj  tinsburg,  4  a.,  and  Sandy  Hook,  Md.,  and  was  dis¬ 
charged  by  reason  of  his  wounds,  Jan.  5,  1865. 

In  1 880  Mr.  Kurtz  was  elected  Recorder  of  this 
county,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term.  He 
was  Supervisor  of  Franklin  Township  two  years, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Marion, 
and  while  living  at  Lisbon,  was  Secretary  of  the 
School  Board  of  that  place.  Socially  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  De  MolayA.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Royal  Arch  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  10,  and  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  and 
the  Robert  Mitchell  Post,  G.  A.  R.  With  his  wife 
and  family  he  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Kurtz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Armstrong,  Dec.  5,  1866.  She  was  born 
1  in  0h>o,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M.  and  Nancy 
-  J.  (Westfall)  Armstrong,  natives  of  that  State. 

1  Her  father  came  to  Lisbon  in  1853,  and  has  been  in 
active  practice  in  connection  with  the  drug  busi- 
s  ness  until  lately,  when  he  retired  from  active  life. 
U  His  wife  died  in  1864.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kurtz  two  children  have  been  born:  Rojr, 
U  '  in  Lisbon,  Feb.  3,  1868;  Gertrude,  July  31,  1872.’ 
The  former  is  a  graduate  of  Marion  High  School, 
and  is  a  bright  and  promising  young  man. 

LEXANDER  CHARLES,  a  resident  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland,  on  the  2 2d  day  of  October,  1850. 
His  birthplace  indicates  his  characteristic 
traits.  He  comes  from  an  athletic,  brawny  race, 
distinguished  for  resolute  determination  and  vigor 
that  is  amply  exemplified  in  his  daily  life.  William 


Charles,  his  father,  was  Captain  of  one  of  the  largest 
whaling  vessels  ever  engaged  in  whale  fishing  on  the 
coast  of  Greenland,  and  in  which  business  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  upward  of  twenty  years.  Finally,  tiring 
of  his  occupation,  and  his  wild,  watery  life,  he  set 
out  for  a  new  field  and  a  new  occupation,  and  in 
1857  landed  at  New  York,  never  again  to  sail  the 
ocean.  Here  it  was  that  Alexander,  at  the  tender 
age  of  seven  years,  set  out  in  the  world  to  do  for 
himself. 

Our  subject  soon  found  himself  in  Canada,  where 
he  procured  employment  among  fine  stock  breeders, 
working  the  first  few  years  for  his  board,  and  the 
next  two  for  $2  or  $3  per  month.  From  there  he  went 
to  Kentucky  when  about  fifteen  years  old,  where  he 
had  entire  charge  of  the  celebrated  Short-horn  herd 
of  Hon.  E.  G.  Bedford,  and  held  similar  positions 
in  that  State  and  Illinois  up  to  the  year  1870.  That 
same  year  we  find  him  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and 
soon  afterward  he  is  acting  in  the  capacity  of  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  old  Farmers'  Journal ,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  as  editor  of  the  same  paper. 

In  the  year  1875  the  life  of  our  subject  was  filled 
with  bright  hopes  of  future  happiness  and  prosper¬ 
ity,  and  the  realization  of  these  has  proven  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  his  acts  and  judgment.  It  was  during  this 
year  that  he  determined  upon  his  future  business 
career,  and  established  the  Iowa  Farmer ,  which  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  best  farm  journals  of  the 
great  Northwest,  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
Mr.  Charles  as  chief  editor  and  sole  proprietor.  He  is 
also  correspondent  for  some  of  the  leading  stock 
journals  of  the  country,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
posted  writers  in  his  line  in  the  West.  During  this 
year  he  not  only  selected  his  future  occupation,  but 
was  fortunate  in  choosing  a  partner  who  has  not  only 
aided  him  materially  in  his  business  success,  but 
has  crowned  his  life  with  domestic  happiness  and 
peace.  It  was  during  this  year,  on  the  19th  day  of 
May,  that  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eva  Noble,  a 
daughter  of  Amos  Noble,  a  resident  of  Benton 
County,  Iowa.  This  union  gave  Mr.  Charles  strength 
of  purpose,  and  a  noble-hearted  woman  always  ready 
and  willing  to  share  his  toils,  his  sorrows  and  his 
joys.  They  have  two  children,  Nellie  Maude  and 
Chester  L.,  aged  respectively  nine  and  five  years, 
who  make  their  home  pleasant,  and  life  happy. 
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It  was  also  during  this  same  year  that  our  subject 
became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
before  the  year  had  passed  was  made  a  Knight 
Templar.  lie  has  occupied  the  position  of  Aider- 
man  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  is  serving  his  third  suc¬ 
cessive  term  as  President  of  the  School  Board.  For 
several  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  known  as 
a  tireless  worker  in  whatever  he  undertakes.  The 
Democratic  party,  recognizing  his  worth  as  an  or¬ 
ganizer  and  worker,  elected  him  a  member  of  the 
State  Central  Committee  at  the  Democratic  State 
Convention,  held  July  1,  1886,  and  immediately 
upon  the  organization  of  the  committee  he  was 
unanimously  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Secretary  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  On 
the  2d  day  of  December,  1886,  President  Cleveland 
appointed  him  Postmaster  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
and  he  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office. 


ICIIARD  W.  BUSHNELL  is  Master  Me¬ 
chanic  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad,  and  a  resident  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  lie  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
born  in  Norwich,  Aug.  10,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
Francis  W.  and  Louise  (Bennem)  Bushnell,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Virginia  respectively.  His 
father  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade  and  after  his 
marriage  prosecuted  his  calling  for  a  time,  and  then 
became  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  had  five  sons,  of  whom  three  only  are  living: 
William,  a  resident  of  California  and  Captain  of  a 
Central  Pacific  steamer;  Francis,  an  Episcopal  cler¬ 
gyman  of  Philadelphia;  and  R.  W.,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch.  The  lives  of  the  parents  terminated  in 
their  native  State.  They  were  most  excellent  peo¬ 
ple  and  their  home  was  established  on  principles  of 
-  truth  and  honor,  and  they  transmitted  to  their  sons 

\  I 

those  elements  which  have  constituted  them  good 
citizens  and  valued  members  of  the  community. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Richard  W.  Bushnell  were 
alternated  with  attendance  upon  the  common  school 
and  duties  at  the  home  and  in  the  shop  of  his  father. 
Fie  was  carefully  trained  and  in  early  youth  entered 
the  Plainfield  Academy,  finishing  his  education  at 


that  institution.  His  tastes,  however,  ran  in  a  me¬ 


chanical  direction.  He  was  always  interested  in  - 
everything  that  “  went  on  wheels,”  and  when  a  lit-  3 
tie  boy  spent  hours  in  watching  the  operations  of  8  i 
stationary  and  locomotive  engines.  It  was  evident  3 
that  his  life  work  lay  in  this  direction,  and  after  gj 
leaving  school  he  obtained  a  situation  in  the  Rodg-  1 
ers  Locomotive  Works,  where  he  served  a  thorough 
apprenticeship  of  three  and  a  half  years.  He  then  a 
went  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  availed  himself  of 
further  instruction  in  other  branches  of  his  chosen  3 
profession.  After  a  tutelage  of  one  year  he  was  3 
recommended  as  being  skilled  in  his  trade, 


s: 


and  . 

qualified  for  a  responsible  position.  He  accordingly 
turned  his  face  westward,  desiring  to  operate  in  the 
young  and  growing  country  of  which  he  had  heard  3  ; 
so  much.  He  reached  Chicago  in  June,  1853,  and  3  ] 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  remaining  there  until  1857,  during  3  } 
which  time  he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  and  had  § 

w; 

charge  of  an  engine  on  the  road.  He  was  subse-  p 
quently  appointed  foreman  of  the  round-house,  » 
which  position  he  held  for  six  years.  The  confine-  B 
ment  became  injurious  to  his  health  and  he  was 
given  a  position  as  locomotive  engineer,  which  he 
held  for  six  months  and  then  abandoned  to  take 
charge  of  the  company’s  works  at  Harlem,  Ill.,  now 
called  Oak  Park.  Fie  remained  thus  occupied  for 
one  year,  and  after  the  consolidation  with  the  C. 

&  N.  W.  R.  R.,  the  shops  were  removed  to  Turner  3  jj 
Junction,  where  he  resumed  charge  of  them  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  1868. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  mentioned  Mr.  Bushnell 
removed  to  Chicago  and  took  charge  of  the  Ga¬ 
lena  Division  of  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.,  in  which 
position  he  remained  for  four  years.  He  then  came 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  took  charge  of  the  machinery 
department  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  M.,  now  the  B.,  C.  R. 

&  N.,  which  position  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Bushnell  was  married  in  1869,  to  Miss  Mary 
Thomas,  a  native  of  Belfast,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter 
of  Azro  Thomas,  Esq.  By  this  union  two  children 
were  born — Charles  II.  and  Edward  IV.  By  a  pre¬ 
vious  marriage  he  had  become  the  father  of  three 
children — William  FI.,  Frank  W.  and  Gertrude  M. 
William  II.  married  Miss  Hattie  Morgan;  he  is  a 
postal  agent  on  the  Northwestern  Railroad.  Frank 
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.  is  also  married;  he  is  a  locomotive  engineer 
for  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.,  and  his  family  comprises 
two  children — William  and  Walter.  Gertrude  M. 
is  the  wife  of  John  Franz,  of  Burlington,  and  they 
are  now  on  a  ranch  in  Dakota. 

The  residence  of  Mr.  Bushnell  is  at  No.  106  A 
avenue,  where  he  has  a  comfortable  home  sur¬ 
rounded  by  all  the  refinements  of  modern  life.  He 
is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  a 
Mason  in  good  standing,  a  Knight  Templar  of  the 
32d  degree,  and  is  connected  with  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
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^  AY  J.  SMYTH,  President  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Marion,  was  born  in  that  city 
July  2,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
William  and  Mary  (Brier)  Smyth.  Jay  J. 
was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Marion  and  at 
Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa.  When  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Marion  as  clerk,  and  has  ascended  the  lad¬ 
der  of  responsibility  in  that  establishment  until  he 
now  stands  upon  the  topmost  round.  He  began  at 
the  bottom  and  has  held  the  position  of  book¬ 
keeper,  Assistant  Cashier,  Cashier,  and  is  now  Pres¬ 
ident.  He  was  chosen  Assistant  Cashier,  the  first 
to  hold  that  position,  Jan.  14,  1880.  Feb.  22,  1881, 
he  was  chosen  Cashier,  and  on  the  1st  of  April. 
1885,  he  w  as  elected  President,  which  position  he 
holds  at  this  writing.  Mr.  Smyth  is  also  a  Director 
of  the  Merchant’s  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids ; 
President  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Linseed  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  ;  Director  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Linseed  Oil 
Paint  Company,  and  Director  of  the  Eagle  Woolen 
Mills.  He  owns  a  controlling  interest  in  and  is  Vice 
President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Stockton, 
Kan. 

Mr.  Smyth  was  married  at  Marion,  Iowa,  June  19, 
1876,  to  Miss  M.  Ella  Woods,  daughter  of  George 
F.  and  A.  A.  Woods.  She  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  has  borne  our  subject  four  children,  of 
whom  three  are  living:  Jay  J.,  born  April  30,  1877, 
died  December  19  of  the  same  year;  William,  who 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1879;  Fred  Hathaway,  born  Oct. 
15,  1885,  and  Ralph,  D.  born  Nov.  11,  1886.  The 
children  were  all  born  at  Marion.  Mrs.  Smyth  is 


nnmimimumprTTt 


an  active  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Smyth  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  taken  any 
active  part  in  politics,  his  tastes  rather  leading  him 
in  the  channels  of  business  than  in  the  direction  of 
public  office.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  and 
a  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  383,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Marion;  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  and 
Patmos  Commandery  No.  27.  K.  T.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Mariola  Lodge  No.  8,  K.  of  P.  Mr. 
Smjdh  is  one  of  those  live,  enterprising  business 
men  of  Linn  County,  whose  entire  time  is  wrapt  up 
inattention  to  his  own  affairs.  He  has  made  a  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  business  interests,  and  has  accumulated 
a  goodly  fortune  for  a  man  of  his  years.  He 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellow-men, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  Linn  County. 


R.  I.  McCLELLAND,  editor  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Times,  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  28, 

1830.  His  parents,  William  and  Mary 
(Craig)  McClelland,  were  also  natives  of  the  Kej- 
stone  State,  and  by  occupation  the  father  was  a 
miller.  He  continued  to  follow  that  calling  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1833.  His  widow  sur¬ 
vived  him  eleven  years,  dying  in  1844.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family  are  still  living:  Sarah,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  Mr.  McClelland 
was  compelled  to  “  paddle  his  own  canoe.”  He  first 
sought  employment  on  a  farm,  but  subsequently  se¬ 
cured  a  clerkship  in  a  store  in  the  village  of  Madi¬ 
son.  Here  he  remained  for  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  his  service  there  he  came  to  Peru,  Ind.,  where  he 
found  emploj'inent  in  a  general  mercantile  store. 

V  hile  there  his  ambition  to  secure  an  education  led 
him  to  great  diligence  in  his  application  to  his 
books,  during  the  spare  moments  secured  from  his 
labois  in  the  store.  Ry  this  means  he  secured  a 
good  practical  education.  TV  hen  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  returned  to  Kittanning,  Pa.,  where  he  at¬ 
tended  Ivittanning  Academy  for  two  sessions.  In 
1852  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Wal- 
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ter  A.  Burleigh,  of  the  same  place,  and  graduated 
from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  spring  of  1 855.  After  practicing  his  profes¬ 
sion  for  a  short  time  at  Kittanning  lie  returned  to 
Peru,  where  he  had  a  very  successful  practice  until 
his  failing  health  induced  him  to  try  another  cli¬ 
mate.  In  company  with  two  friends,  with  a  four- 
horse  team  and  six  months’  provisions,  he  started 
for  the  gold  fields  of  Pike’s  Peak.  The  little  party 
arrived  at  Denver  July  4,  1860,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  until  the  following  October,  when  they 
returned  to  the  States,  and  Dr.  McClelland  finding 
a  desirable  location  at  Cedar  Rapids,  settled  down 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  1861. 

In  August  of  the  year  186.4  Dr.  McClelland 
was  commissioned  Assistant  Surgeon,  by  Gov. 
Kirkwood,  of  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry.  lie  joined 
his  regiment  near  Black  River  Bridge,  Miss.,  and 


did  faithful  service  for  the  following  year.  His 


regiment  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea, 
and  the  Doctor,  on  reaching  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  failing  health  was  compelled  to  resign. 
After  returning  home,  owing  to  physical  prostra¬ 
tion,  he  was  unable  to  further  practice  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  accepted  a  position  as  editor  of  the  Cedar 
Valley  Times,  for  one  year.  At  the  close  of  this 
engagement  his  brief  experience  in  the  journalistic 
field  created  a  desire  on  his  part  to  continue  in  the 
newspaper  business.  He  added  to  his  duties  as  ed¬ 
itor,  those  of  financial  manager,  which  positions  he 
has  continued  to  fill  since.  He  first  interested  him¬ 
self  in  this  paper  by  purchasing  a  one-third  inter¬ 
est,  but  later  secured  a  half  interest,  having  as  a 


co-partner  L.  M.  Ayers,  the  firm  being  known  as 
Ayers  &  McClelland.  In  1  868  the  name  of  the  pa¬ 
per  was  changed  to  the  Cedar  Rapids  Times. 

Our  subject  was  married,  in  1861,  to  Miss  Joseph¬ 
ine  Stoddard,  Avho  became  the  mother  of  two  chil¬ 


dren,  onty  one  of  whom,  Bertha  L.,  is  living.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  1859.  For  his  second  wife 
Dr.  McClelland  married  M  iss  Mary  Gardner,  in 
1871.  Clyde  and  Freeman  are  the  names  of  the 
two  boys  which  constitute  their  family.  Both  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  McClelland  are  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Dr.  McClelland  is  an  upright,  influential  citizen, 
takes  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  of 
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his  adoption,  and  seeks  to  build  up  morality  and 
Christianity  and  pull  down  that  which  contaminates 
and  destroys  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  is  a  member  of  the  visiting  committee 
of  the  State  Insane  Asylum,  being  appointed  as 
such  bv  the  Governor. 


S.  WINCHELL,  a  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  a  native  of  Beloit,  Wis., 
and  was  born  July  15,  1842,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  receiv¬ 


ing  careful  home  training,  and  a  primary  education 


in  the  public  schools.  After  passing  through  these, 
he  entered  Point  Bluff  Institute  in  Adams  County, 
Wis.,  and  entered  upon  a  course  of  study,  but  was 
interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  the  Government 
service,  in  the  late  war.  He  was  Sergeant  of  Co.  D. 
10th  Wis.  Vol.  Inf.  The  regiment  left  the  State 
in  October,  and  went  into  camp  at  Elizabethtown, 
Ky.  The  first  commander  of  the  brigade  was  Gen. 
O.  M.  Mitchell,  the  astronomer.  After  the  battle 
of  Mill  Springs,  Sergt.  Winchell  had  charge  of 
the  body  of  the  Confederate  General  Zollicoffer, 
the  night  before  it  was  passed  through  the  Union 
lines  to  be  buried  in  Nashville  cemetery.  With 
his  regiment  he  afterward  assisted  in  driving  the 
confederates  out  of  Munfordville,  and  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  and  was  at  the  capture  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.  He  participated  in  all  the  engagements  of 
his  regiment  up  to  and  including  the  battle  of  Per¬ 
ry  ville,  Ky.,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1862,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  impaired  health,  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  returned  home,  and  after  recover¬ 
ing  his  health,  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  in  Co.  D,  38th 
Wis.  Vol.  Inf.,  was  given  a  recruiting  commission, 
and  enlisted  about  1 00  men  for  his  regiment,  which 
he  joined  while  it  was  near  Cedar  Point,  Va. 

After  his  re-enlistment  Mr.  Winchell  participated 
in  the  engagement  at  Yellow  House,  South  Side 
Road,  Hatches  Run,  Ft.  Steadman  and  the  siege 
of  Petersburg.  While  in  front  of  this  latter  place 
he  had  charge  of  a  company  of  volunteers  who 
were  constructing  rifle  pits  and  covered  ways,  being 
under  lire  of  the  enemy  almost  constantly  for  a 
period  of  three  months.  The  front  lines  of  these 
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and  the  rear  of  the  enemy  were  only  a  few  rods 
apart  for  a  number  of  miles,  and  man}'  thrilling  in¬ 
cidents  occurred  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  their 
task.  Mr.  Winchell,  however,  received  no  serious' 
hurt,  and  continued  to  serve  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  received  a  Lieutenant’s  commission  in 
Co.  C,  50th  Wis.  Vol.,  and  during  the  summer  of 
1805,  was  on  staff  duty.  In  the  autumn  he  went 
up  the  Missouri  River  with  his  regiment  to  Ft. 
Rice,  Dak.,  where  they  employed  the  winter  months 
in  looking  after  Indians  and  hunting  buffalo.  In 
the  later  part  of  May  they  were  relieved  by  the 
13th  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  returning  to  Wisconsin, 
were  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  12th  day  of 
June,  1866.  Mr.  Winchell  returned  to  the  home 
of  his  father  at  Plainville,  Wis.,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1866  removed  with  his  parents  to  Oxford,  Iowa, 
and  erected  a  steam  flour  mill  at  that  place,  which 
he  operated  until  1875. 

Mr.  Winchell  was  married,  Dec.  20,  1868.  to  Miss 
Carrie  Harper  of  Brodhead,  Wis.,  and  continued 
operating  his  mill  until  his  removal  to  Sheffield, 
Iowa,  where,  in  company  with  his  father  and  two 
brothers,  he  erected  another  steam  flour  mill,  and 
established  a  flourishing  business. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Carrie  Winchell, 
departed  this  life  June  7,  1877,  and  by  her  request 
her  remains  were  taken  to  Avon,  Wis.,  and  buried 
by  the  side  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  Mr. 
'Winchell  was  a  second  time  married,  Jan.  23,  1879, 
to  Eva  I.  "Wheeler,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  the  latter  mill  until  March,  1880, 
when  he  accepted  a  position  with  W.  Hubbard,  as 
traveling  salesman,  handling  wholesale  leather  and 
findings.  Their  headquarters  were  at  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  Iowa,  which  necessitated  frequent  visits  by  Mr. 
Winchell  to  this  locality,  which  is  now  his  home. 
He  has  been  connected  with  this  firm  for  the  last 
five  years,  and  now  owns  a  fine  residence  property 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  his 
present  calling,  and  is  making  it  profitable  and  suc¬ 
cessful. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Rev.  A. 
B.  Winchell,  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born  at 
Scipio,  Nov.  19,  1805.  He  was  married,  Feb.  2, 
1834,  at  Munci,  Pa.,  to  Miss  M.  A.  Rogers,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  J.  Rogers;  both  parents  are  now  de- 
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ceased.  The  mother  died  in  January,  1880.  Her 
husband  survived  her  three  years,  dying  in  April, 
1883.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  those  living  are:  H.  R.  Winchell,  M. 
D.,  who  resides  at  Rich  Hill,  Mo. ;  Jane  Temple,  at 
Logan’s  Creek,  Mo. :  C.  D.,  at  Rich  Hill,  Mo. ;  R. 
W.  W.,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Mrs.  Allie  J. 
Lewis  at  Logan’s  Creek,  Mo. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Winchell  were  Charles  and 
Laura  (Richmond)  'Wheeler.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Ohio,  Sept.  24,  1802,  and  the  mother  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Oct.  16,  1809.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  an  at¬ 
torney  at  law.  and  stood  high  in  his  profession.  He 
departed  this  life  May  31,  1878.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  eight  years,  dying  May  22,  1886.  Their 
household  consisted  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the 
following  are  living:  Solon  S.  is  a  resident  of 
Granger,  Wis. ;  Adelaide,  Mrs.  Dudley,  lives  in 
La  Crosse,  Wis. ;  Eva  I.,  Mrs.  Winchell,  in  Cedar 
Rapids;  Laura  C.,  Mrs.  Demmon,  is  in  La  Crosse, 
and  Charles  E.  makes  his  home  at  Webster,  Dak. 

T.  S.  Winchell  and  his  wife  have  one  child, 
Charles  W.,  born  at  Cedar  Rapids  June  28,  1882. 
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(  EORGE  K.  BARTON  is  senior  member  of 
i|  <=  the  firm  of  Barton  &  Hobein,  dealers  in  dry- 
goods,  carpets,  house  furnishing  goods,  etc., 
at  Nos.  37  and  39  First  avenue.  He  is  one  of  the 
solid  business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  is  prosper¬ 
ous  and  successful. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  was 
born  Feb.  5,  1854.  He  is  the  son  of  P.  L.  and 
Mary  A.  (Lockwood)  Barton,  natives  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  New  York  respectively.  P.  L.  Barton 
was  a  manufacturer  of  scythes  at  Chapinville,  Coun., 
and  was  considered  an  expert  at  his  trade,  which 
he  had  learned  of  his  father  before  him,  and  after 
leaving  home  he  set  up  in  business  for  himself  at 
Chapinville,  taking  a  partner  by  the  name  of  Mr. 
Harris,  and  they  operated  under  the  firm  name  of 
Harris  &  Barton.  Beside  his  business  qualifications, 
the  elder  Barton  was  a  well-read  man  and  well  in¬ 
formed  upon  political  and  general  matters.  He 
held  many  of  the  official  positions  of  his  county 
and  in  1873  was  elected  State  Senator.  He  was 
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Democratic  in  politics.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  an  active  and  earnest 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  con¬ 
tributed  of  liis  large  means  in  a  liberal  manner. 
He  was  noted  for  his  benevolence,  and  donated 
large  sums  of  money  to  every  cause  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  worthy  of  support.  In  connection  with  va¬ 
rious  other  interests,  he  continued  the  manufacture 
of  scythes,  his  experience  in  this  business  extend¬ 
ing  over  a  space  of  thirty  years.  lie  eventually 
purchased  a  farm  near  Salisbury,  Conn.,  to  which 
he  retired  in  his  later  years  and  lived  in  comfort 
and  luxury,  having  accumulated  a  large  property. 

and  mother  departed  this  life  April  14, 
he  family  circle  embraced  five  children,  of 
whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Landon,  resides  with  her  husband  at  Sharon, 
Conn.;  Edward  is  a  resident  of  Salisbury;  John  C. 
is  in  Hartford;  Charles  C.  is  in  Boston;  the  young- 
est  son  is  George  K.,  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

The  younger  years  of  George  K.  Barton  were 
passed  on  a  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  common 
schools.  He  obtained  a  fair  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  engaged  as  clerk  with  a  general 
merchant  at  Sharon.  He  remained  here  three  years 
and  served  at  Winsted  two  years  thereafter  in  the 
same  capacity.  He  then  decided  to  emigrate  and 
accordingly  set  his  face  westward.  His  first  stop¬ 
ping-place  was  Aurora,  Ill.,  where  he  remained  for 
a  3'ear,  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store.  In 
1877  he  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  came  into 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  being  possessed  of  considerable 
means,  established  the  dry-goods  house  of  Clark  & 
Barton,  where  he  operated  for  three  years,  then 
purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner  and  conducted 
the  business  alone  until  1886,  when  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  his  present  partner,  Mr.  llobein. 

The  fine  brick  structure  in  which  this  firm  is 
now  carrying  on  business,  was  erected  by  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ton  in  1880.  It  is  35x100  feet,  and  comprises  two 
stories  and  a  basement.  The  firm  gives  employ- 
ment  to  twelve  clerks  and  does  a  business  of  $125,- 
000  annually.  In  connection  with  this  is  a  branch 
store  at  Fremont,  Neb.,  which  employs  four  clerks 
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and  is  doing  a  successful  business. 


George  K.  Barton  and  Miss 
Hubbard  was  celebrated  at  the  residence  of 


the  bride’s  father  in  Cedar  Rapids  in  1878.  Mrs. 
Barton  is  the  daughter  of  Judge  Hubbard,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jennie.  The  residence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton  is  at  No.  298  First  avenue. 

It  is  a  model  home,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Mrs.  Barton  is  a 
lady  highly  esteemed  in  society,  and  possessed  of  a 
fine  education  and  many  accomplishments. 

Politically  Mr.  Barton  is  a  Democrat.  He  be¬ 
lieves  thoroughly  in  the  principles  of  that  party, 
and  uniformly  upholds  those  principles  by  his  voice 
and  vote  as  opportunity  occurs.  He  is  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  a  fine  farm  adjoining  the  city  limits,  and 
is  also  interested  in  city  property.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  reliable  business  men  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  ? 
does  his  full  share  toward  maintaining  and  advanc-  3  - 
ing  its  interests. 


A.  HIGLEY.  Asa  successful  business  man, 
one  who  possesses  exceptionally  good  judg¬ 
ment  in  financial  transactions,  and  whose 
reputation  for  integrity  and  honest  deal¬ 
ings  is  never  questioned,  we  take  pleasure  in  pre¬ 
senting  a  few  facts  connected  with  the  life  of 
M.  A.  Iligley.  He  is  President  of  the  Merchant’s 
National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  also  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  I ligley  &  Bro.,  hardware  merchants 
of  that  place.  He  was  born  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
April  10,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Abial  and  Prudence 
(Crane)  Higley,  natives  of  Connecticut. 

Our  subject’s  father  was  a  farmer  by  calling  and 
became  the  head  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Mrs.  Sarah  Kendall,  re¬ 
siding  at  Marion,  this  count}" ;  Mrs.  William 
Greene,  living  at  Cedar  Rapids;  Wellington  W„ 
and  Mortimer  A.,  our  subject.  The  father,  with 
his  family,  moved  from  Connecticut  to  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  and,  after  a  stay  of  a  few  months  came  to 
Marion,  this  county,  arriving  there  in  April,  1842, 
and  died  the  following  October.  His  good  wife 
survived  him,  and  died  in  Cedar  Rapids  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Greene,  in  1879,  aged 
eight}"  years. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attended  school  until 
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he  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  from  that  age  until 
lijj:  seventeen,  he  was  employed  in  the  store  of  his 
brothers  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  went  to  Waverly, 
Iowa,  in  1855,  and  remained  there  until  1857,  be¬ 
ing  employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  assortment 
|  .  store.  In  1857  he  went  to  Woodson  County,  Kan., 
v  :  where  he  remained  until  1858,  seeing  a' good  deal  of 
i 

i; 
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rough  border  life;  he  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids  in 
July  of  that  year,  and  the  same  month  entered  the 
j  c  employ  of  W.  B.  Mack,  wholesale  grocer,  and  he 
‘  remained  in  his  service  until  the  breaking  out  of 
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the  Rebellion.  In  September,  1861,  he  received  a 
commission  to  raise  a  company  of  infantry  for  the 
war.  He  recruited  about  .forty  men,  and  took 
them  to  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  consolidated  them  with 
a  company  being  recruited  there.  In  this  he 

It  was  assigned  by  the 
Inf.  Mr 
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enlisted,  Sept.  17,  1861. 

|  :  Governor  as  Co.  A,  15th  Iowa  Yol 

ley  was  promoted  to  the  First  Lieutenancy  of  his 
company  on  the  28th  of  the  following  October, 
and,  in  February,  1862,  was  promoted  to  the  posi- 
V  tion  of  Quartermaster  of  his  regiment,  and,  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1862,  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  E.  O. 

;  0.  Ord,  commanding  the  district  of  Corinth,  as 

Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence.  He  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  McKean,  as  Quarter¬ 
master  of  the  Sixth  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  Oct.  4,  1862,  and  to  the  staff  of  Gen. 
James  B.  McPherson  as  Acting  Commissary  of  Sub- 
i  5  sistence  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Nov.  1,  1862.  He  was  promoted  Commis¬ 
sary  of  Subsistence,  with  the  rank  of  Captain,  and 
assigned  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson  as 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  the  17  th 


Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Nov.  26, 
1863. 


In  January,  1863,  an  officer  of  the  Subsist- 
I  ence  Department  of  higher  rank  was  assigned  to 
the  17  th  Corps,  and  Capt.  Higley 


was  assigned 


.  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  J.  M.  Tuttle,  as  Depot  Com¬ 
missary  of  Subsistence,  at  Cairo,  111.,  until  the 
following  April,  when  he  was  ordered  to  report 
to  Gen.  C.  C.  Washburne,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  He 
was  to  have  made  the  raid  through  the  Confederacy, 
with  Gen.  Washburne,  which  afterward  was  made 
by  Gen.  Ben.  II.  Grierson ;  serious  illness  prevented 

|  a 

Gen.  Washburne  from  making  this  raid,  and  Capt. 
Higley  was  assigned  as  Depot  Commissary  of  Sub- 
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sistence  at  Memphis,  supptying  all  the  troops  with 
commissary  stores,  from  Memphis  to  Corinth,  Miss. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  siege  and 
battle  of  Corinth. 

Returning  from  the  arm}"  Capt.  Higley  located 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  and,  in  1864,  in  company  with 
P.  W.  Zeigler,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
In  1 866,  Mr.  Zeigler  sold  his  interest  to  W.  W.  Hig¬ 
ley,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm  has  since 
been  Higley  &  Bro.  They  carry  on  their  business  at 
Nos.  7,  9  and  11  First  street.  Prior  to  entering  the 
army  Mr.  Higley  held  the  office  of  City  Recorder, 
resigning  his  position  to  enlist  in  defense  of  his 
country.  He  is  Vice  President  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Gas  Works ;  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  twelve  years,  and  was  President  of 
that  body  in  1882-83.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained  the 
32d  degree.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  and  is  Junior  Vice  Commander  of  the 
Commandery  of  Iowa.  He  has  been  elected  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Merchant’s  National  Bank  of  Cedar 
Rapids  for  the  fourth  time,  and  is  holding  that  posi¬ 
tion  at  the  present.  The  bank  is  the  largest  in 
the  county,  having  a  capital  of  1100,000,  with  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  162,000. 

Mr.  Higley  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  L.  Sheets, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1863,  and  four  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  them:  Mary  L.,  Carrie  J., 
Flora  B.  and  Mortimer  A.  His  residence  is  loca¬ 
ted  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Eighth 
street. 


■x] 


at: 


AMES  M.  BURGE,  a  farmer  of  Franklin 
Township,  came  to  Iowa  when  he  was  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  Greene  County,  July 
5,  1822.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Esther  (Morford)  Burge,  who  came  to  Iowa  in 
1837,  and  are  thus  to  be  classed  among  the  early 
pioneers.  The  family  came  into  Linn  County  in 
1839.  The  land  had  not  even  been  divided  into 
sections  when  they  came  here,  but  that  year  they 
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were  enabled  to  make  a  claim,  the  sections  having 
been  laid  off,  and  they  located  on  20  and  .2 1 . 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  now  seventeen 
years  of  age;  he  established  a  claim  of  his  own  and 
commenced  the  raising  of  wheat.  After  the  har¬ 
vest  he  transported  it  to  St.  Louis  on  a  flatboat, 
and  with  the  money  thus  obtained  he  secured  the 
title  to  his  first  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  then 
borrowed  money  at  fifteen  per  cent,  entering  an¬ 
other  eighty  acres,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled 
to  raise  more  wheat,  and  soon  found  himself  on  the 
high  road  to  prosperity.  Five  years  later,  wheat 
was  transported  to  the  market  at  Muscatine  for 
storage,  and  from  there  shipped  to  St.  Louis  on  a 
steamer. 

James  M.  Burge  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Me  Roberts,  July  3,  1845.  She  was  a  Kentucky 
lady  and  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
(Smith)  McRoberts.  Her  parents  came  to  Iowa 
while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  settled  in  Linn 
County,  in  about  1841.  Mr.  Burge  built  a  frame 
house  on  section  21,  of  native  lumber,  with  black 
walnut  siding  and  rived-oak  shingles.  He  resided 
there  until  1860,  when  his  house  and  two  barns,  and 
most  of  his  fences  were  destroyed  by  a  tornado. 
Previous  to  this  he  had  been  quite  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  buying,  raising  and  feeding  stock.  After 
this  calamity  he  erected  a  dwelling  on  another  part 
of  the  same  farm.  He  afterward  disposed  of  this 
property  and  purchased  the  farm  which  he  now  oc¬ 
cupies  on  section  10.  Upon  this  he  built  a  fine 
dwelling,  and  has  good  barns  and  other  outhouses. 
He  was  the  owner,  at  one  time,  of  nearly  800  acres, 
of  which  he  has  now  only  about  400  remaining, 
having  deeded  a  large  area  to  his  sons. 

Mrs.  Burge  departed  this  life  April  21,  1886. 
The  household  circle  included  twelve  children,  viz. : 
John  W.,  James  R.,  Elizabeth  E.,  Lavina  A.,  Elmer 
U.,  Ethelda,  Anson  S.  and  George  H.  Frances  J., 
Jerry  M.,  Mary  H.  and  Martha  Ellen  are  deceased. 

During  the  existence  of  the  old  Whig  party  Mr. 
Burge  was  proud  to  identify  himself  as  one  of  its 
adherents.  Afterward,  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  he  attached  himself  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  and  has  uniformly  supported  it  by  his  voice  and 
vote.  Mr.  Burge  occupies  an  enviable  position  in 
his  community,  being  honored  and  revered  as  one 
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of  the  early  pioneers,  who  assisted  in  laying  the 
foundations  of  a  modern  civilization  in  the  Hawk-  j 
eye  State,  lie  grew  witli  its  growth,  and  when  in  : 
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the  prime  of  life  his  State  was  also  in  her  advancing  3  fi 
and  promising  condition.  He  felt  a  vital  interest  - 
in  her  prosperity,  as  much  as  his  own,  and  assisted  ~ 
by  every  means  in  his  power  to  maintain  and  per-  - 
petuate  her  position  as  one  of  the  advance  guards  of  ;  i 
the  West.  Those  who  look  upon  him  in  his  later 
years  cannot  help  but  feel  a  peculiar  reverence  and  q 
respect  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  silently  and 
unobtrusively,  perhaps,  but  none  the  less  pregnant 
with  great  results. 
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AWSON  DANIELS.  Among  the  names  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  familiar 
to  the  people  of  that  city  both  in  business 
and  social  circles,  we  find  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Lawson  Daniels,  Vice  President  of 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank,  is  a  native  of 
North  Brookfield,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  4, 
1827,  and  is  an  offspring  of  Otis  and  Jerusha  (Day) 
Daniels,  natives  of  Massachusetts  also.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  and 
followed  that  calling  in  his  native  State  until  his 
demise.  His  good  wife  also  died  in  that  State. 
They  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  living  at  the  present  time :  Preston  and 
Lawson.  The  former  is  a  retired  merchant,  living 
in  Marion,  this  State. 

Our  subject  remained  at  the  old  home  until  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  when  he 
went  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  attended  school  for 
two  years.  He  then  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in 
the  book-store  and  publishing  house  of  G.  &  C. 
Merriam,  and  after  two  more  years  spent  in  their 
employ,  returned  to  North  Brookfield  and  acted  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store,  where  he  remained  until 
1848.  At  this  time  his  three  surviving  brothers 
and  only  surviving  sister  being  in  Iowa,  he  decided 
to  make  that  place  his  future  home,  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  came  West  and  settled  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  where  he  has  since  resided.  On  arriving 
here  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  his 
brother  Lowell,  and  continued  the  same  until  1 880. 


In  1883,  in  company  with  others,  he  organized  and 
established  the  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank.  He 
became  one  of  the  heaviest  stockholders,  and  has 
acted  as  Vice  President  since  its  organization.  Mr. 
Daniels  has  invested  heavily  in  city  property  with 
a  view  to  improve  and  help  build  up  the  city.  He 
is  a  stockholder  and  Secretary  of  the  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery  Company. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Har- 
riette  S.  Daniels,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Cynthia  (Ashly)  Weare,  natives  of 
the  same  State.  Their  residence  is  at  No.  179  First 
avenue.  Mr.  Daniels  held  the  office  of  Postmaster 
of  Cedar  Rapids  from  the  year  1850  to  1854.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Water-Works,  and  on  the 
building  of  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Rail¬ 
road  from  Clinton  to  Cedar  Rapids,  he  and  his 
brother  took  stock  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
works.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Bridge  Company,  and  also  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Transportation  Company,  during  their  existence. 
He  purchased  and  still  owns  a  large  amount  of  land 
in  several  counties  of  Iowa. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  re- 
ligiousl}"  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  life,  thus  far,  has  been 
one  long,  financial  success,  and  while  fortune  favors 
him,  he  is  not  unmindful  of  the  prosperity  and  hap¬ 
piness  of  others.  No  meritorious  scheme  was  ever 
advanced  for  the  improvement  of  the  town  of  his 
adoption,  but  Mr.  Daniels  was  found  ready  to  place 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help  the  enterprise 
along  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He  is  truly  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  Cedar  Rapids. 


OFINSON  WILLIAMS.  The  subject  of  the 
following  sketch  and  an  honored  and  prom¬ 
inent  citizen,  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  Hawkeye  State,  having  come  to  Linn 
County  in  the  year  1848,  direct  from  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Of  the  latter  State  he  was  a  native,  having- 
been  born  in  Westmoreland  County,  July  8,  1816. 
His  father,  Robert  Williams,  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation,  and  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  The 
family  was  of  American  ancestry  for  many  years 


for  more  than  200  years,  as  having  been  natives'  _ 
and  residents  of  America.  Robert  Williams  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  making  a  proud 
record  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Washington. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  Robert  Williams  j 
was  Jane  Johnson.  She  was  of  Irish  parentage, 
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but  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  life  termin¬ 
ated  in  that  State,  as  did  that  of  her  husband.  The 
death  of  the  old  soldier  occurred  Nov.  1,  1847, 
and  that  of  his  wife,  Oct.  24,  1844. 

Johnson  Williams  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  is 
now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family.  He 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  majority,  and  was  married  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity,  Sept.  9,  1841.  His  chosen  bride 
was  Miss  Elizabeth  Felgar.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Biraly)  Felgar.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German 
descent,  and  their  lives  terminated  in  their  na¬ 
tive  State.  They  pursued  the  peaceful  occupation 
of  farming,  and  constituted  a  part  of  the  substan¬ 
tial  element  of  the  good  old  Keystone  State.  The 
wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  Aug.  4,  1821.  She  remained  under 
the  care  of  her  excellent  parents  until  her  marriage. 

She  had  been  carefully  trained  and  was  well  fitted 
to  become  the  wife  of  such  a  man  as  Johnson  Will¬ 
iams.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  W.  she  has  be¬ 
come  the  mother  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  is  [He!! 
deceased.  This  latter  was  a  son,  born  June  4,  1842  ; 
he  became  a  soldier  at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  -®-4 
Civil  War,  and  gave  up  his  life  for  his  country, 
dying  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army,  at  Oliver.  Pf 
Tenn.  He  was  a  member  of  Co.  K,  11th  Iowa  Vol. 

Inf.,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  His 
death  occurred  in  August,  1862.  The  remaining 
and  living  children  are:  Mary  J.,  born  July  28, 

1846,  is  living  at  home;  Lucinda,  born  March  14, 

1845,  was  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Parks,  now  deceased ;  her 
husband  died  Oct.  1,  1883,  leaving  her  with  one 
child;  Jacob  was  born  Sept.  14,  1849;  Rosa  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Crapo,  and  they  reside  in  Buffalo 
County,  Neb.;  she  was  born  Nov.  14,  1851;  John 
L.,  Aug.  10,  1854;  Charlotte  F.  is  the  wife  of 
Jacob  S.  Poole;  he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
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they  reside  in  St.  Mary’s,  Ivan.;  Edward,  born  Feb. 
27,  1862,  is  residing  at  home.  John  and  Edward 
are  enterprising  young  men,  and  carry  on  their 
father’s  farm  together. 

It  was  seven  years  after  their  marriage  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  came  into  Linn  County.  The 
husband  immediately  set  about  to  secure  a  Govern¬ 
ment  claim,  and  at  once  entered  120  acres  of  land. 
The  homestead  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  now 
lies  just  outside  of  the  city  limits,  on  section  30 ; 
it  bears  an  air  of  comfort,  and  they  are  surrounded 
also  by  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Their  grand¬ 
children  are  growing  up  around  them,  exhibiting 
dutiful  and  filial  affection,  and  the  sun  of  prosper¬ 
ity  is  smiling  with  mellow  beams  upon  them  as 
they  journey  down  the  hill  of  life.  They  are  con¬ 
sistent  members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  Mr.  Williams  is  a  solid  and  uncompromising 
Republican. 

HARLES  II.  PLAYTER,  formerly  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Stand- 
ard ,  was  born  in  Hastings  County,  Canada, 
March  8,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  G.  E.  and  Mary 
(Ross)  Play  ter,  natives  of  England  and  Canada  re¬ 
spectively.  The  father  came  to  Canada  about  1830, 
where  he  died  in  1865.  His  early  days  were  spent 
in  the  printing-office,  but  on  coming  to  this  country 
he  began  the  study  of  theology,  and  became  a 
preacher  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  and 
was  actively  engaged  in  that  calling  for  thirty-two 
years.  He  was  also  editor  of  the  Christian  Guar¬ 
dian ,  in  Canada,  for  two  years.  He  had  a  family 
of  six  children :  Arminius,  a  resident  of  Hastings, 
Canada;  Frederick,  residing  at  the  same  place; 
George,  living  at  .Salt  Lake  City ;  Maggie,  now 
7  Mrs.  Hemphill,  and  a  resident  of  Uxbridge,  Can- 
f  ada;  John  E.,  living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Charles, 

l  B 

w  oar  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  remained  on  the  farm 
until  twelve  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Erie 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  to  reside  with  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Law¬ 
rence,  and  remained  there  until  1807.  He  then 
came  to  Davenport.  Iowa,  and  attended  school 
years,  living  with  another  aunt,  Mrs.  L. 


M.  Sulley.  In  1801)  he  began  to  serve  his  appren-  - 
ticeship  in  the  office  of  the  Daily  Democrat ,  at  a 
Davenport,  where  he  remained  until  1871,  and  at  jj 
that  time  became  city  editor  of  the  same  paper,  "  1 
continuing  in  that  line  for  three  years.  He  was 
then  associate  editor  of  that  same  paper  until  May, 
1874.  Going  thence  to  Burlington,  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Daily  Gazette ,  remaining  there 
until  November  of  the  same  year,  when  he  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  and  until  the  spring  of  1875  acted  3  i 
in  the  capacity  of  business  manager  and  city  editor 
Cedar  Rapids  Republican.  We  next  find  him 
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back  at  Davenport  as  associate  editor  of  the  Daily  jj 
Democrat,  where  he  remained  until  August  of  1879, 
and  then  went  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  accepted 
a  position  as  associate  editor  of  the  Daily  Leader , 
which  position  he  filled  until  June,  1880.  He  then 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  again  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Standard.  In  Decem¬ 
ber,  1885,  he  bought  the  remaining  half  of  the  pa¬ 
per,  and  Oct.  26,  1880,  he  sold  out,  and  on  the  3d 
of  December  received  an  appointment  in  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Our  subject  was  married,  May  8,  1879,  to  Miss 
Helen  B.  Worley,  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  P.  H.  and  Justinia  M.  (Burke)  Wor¬ 
ley,  natives  of  the  same  place.  They  had  a  family 
of  three  children:  Dr.  Howard  A.,  a  resident  of 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Helen,  wife  of  our 
Charles  II.,  living  at  Davenport,  this  State.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in 


in  1880. 
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1875,  and  the  father  joined  her  on  the  other  shore  ! 
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ART  IN  LUTZ  is  a  highly  respected  citizen 
of  Rapids  Township,  living  in  retirement 
on  his  farm  of  seventy-five  acres.  He 
is  the  possessor  of  a  business  house  in  the 
city  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  also  has  a  fine  tract  of 
land  in  Marion  Township.  Mr.  L.  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  Sept.  26,1807.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  State,  and  while  yet  in  his  minority, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Stuck - 
slager.  This  lady  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  about  1810.  Her  parents  were  of 
German  and  Scotch  ancestry,  and  she  remained  un 
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der  the  parental  roof  until  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
Mr.  L.  acquired  the  trade  of  a  stonemason,  and 
i  became  a  very  skillful  workman.  At  quite  an  early 
age  he  was  the  instructor  of  several  apprentices, 
and  followed  his  trade  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
for  twenty-five  years.  Thence  he  moved  to  Alle- 
County,  remaining  there  for  ten  years. 
Here  he  was  bereaved  of  the  companion  of  his  early 
years,  whose  loss  he  still  mourns,  and  whom  he  re¬ 
members  as  the  wise  counselor  and  affectionate 
companion  of  his  youth.  Mrs.  L.  was  a  member  of 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  and  died  happy 
in  the  faith  which  she  had  followed  from  her  youth. 

This  union  was  blest  by  the  birth  of  thirteen 
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children,  seven  of 


whom  are  united  with  their 
Martha  became  the  wife  of 
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mother  in  the  silent  land. 

Aaron  Townsen;  the}’  are  farmers,  and  their  home 
is  in  Fayette  Count}',  Pa. ;  Allen  married  Miss  Sarah 
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Stuckslager,  and  they  reside  in  Marion  Township, 
this  county,  carrying  on  a  farm,  and  he  is  also  oc¬ 
cupied  as  a  stonemason;  Charles  is  deceased,  he 
had  been  married,  and  was  the  father  of  two  chil¬ 
dren  ;  Susan  was  married  to  George  Shields,  and  is 
now  deceased ;  Mr.  Shields  is  a  resident  of  Cedar 
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Rapids;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Hopkins,  who 
is  a  farmer,  and  they  are  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  near  Council  Bluffs;  George  E.  operates 
his  father’s  farm,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Manchester,  who  is  his  second  wife.  The  maiden 
uame  of  the  first  wife  was  Margaret  McYey ;  Sarah 
J.  became  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Raymond,  who  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  fruit  farm  near  Council  Bluffs; 
Harrison  S.  was  married,  was  engaged  as  a  druggist, 
but  is  now  deceased;  Anne  M.  married  L.  H.  War¬ 
ren,  who  is  a  farmer,  and  they  reside  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.;  Mary  Adella  became  the  wife  of 
Albert  Cooper ;  she  died  in  Cedar  Rapids  City. 
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For  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  L.  pur¬ 
sued  his  occupation  in  Allegheny  County,  Penn. 


Through  the  excellent  training  of  their  mother,  his 
children  were  dutiful  and  faithful,  and  the  father 
and  children  worked  together  for  mutual  good.  In 
1867  he  came  to  Iowa,  accompanied  by  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  except  the  eldest  daughter,  who  had  previously 
been  married.  They  located  on  the  site  of  their 
present  homestead,  and  remained  there  since  that 
time.  Mr.  Lutz  has  brought  about  a  great  improve¬ 


ment  in  the  condition  of  the  property  since  it  came 
into  his  possession,  and  he  now  owns  a  home  which 
is  replete  with  comfort.  He  is  a  zealous  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 


AMUEL  HEATON.  I11  addition  to 
cupation  as  a  farmer,  the  subject 
sketch  is  engaged  in  horticulture.  1 


AMUEL  HEATON.  In  addition  to  his  oc- 

of  our 
He  owns 

and  occupies  forty  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land  in  Clinton  Township,  on  section  21.  He  came 
to  this  county  in  1854,  from  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  his 
native  place,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  7,  1819. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin  Heaton,  was 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  the  Empire  State,  born  and 
reared  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  of  stanch  old  Welsh 
descent,  and  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss 
Mary  Burnett,  a  New  Jersey  lady  of  German  de¬ 
scent.  After  the  birth  of  two  children,  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Lewiston,  N.Y.,  and  remained  there  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  where  the  six  succeeding  children 
completed  the  happiness  of  the  household.  The 
little  family  comprised  four  sons  and  four  daugh¬ 
ters,  Samuel  being  the  youngest  son  and  child. 
When  he  was  an  infant  of  three  months  the  terrible 
disaster  occurred  which  deprived  him  of  a  father’s 
care  and  left  the  bereaved  mother  with  a  weight  of 
sorrow  and  responsibility.  It  was  on  New  Year’s 
night,  1820.  In  company  with  the  ferryman,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Heaton  was  crossing  the  Niagara  River,  when 
their  little  craft  was  caught  by  floating  ice  and  car¬ 
ried  out  into  the  lake.  There  its  two  occupants 
perished,  either  by  drowning  or  freezing  to  death, 
which  is  not  positively  known.  The  mother  was 
married  again,  the  last  time  to  Dr.  Phillips,  by 
whom  she  became  the  mother  of  two  more  children. 
Her  decease  occurred  near  Lewiston,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Heaton  was  reared  by  his  widowed  moth¬ 
er,  and  remained  with  her  until  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four 
years  with  Mr.  John  B.  Byrne,  of  Lewiston,  at 
harness-making,  and  subsequently -established  him¬ 
self  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  twelve  years.  In  March,  1841,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  circumstances  justified  the  step,  he  se-. 
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lected  a  life  partner,  Miss  Olive  A.  Lewis,  and  their 
marriage  was  celebrated  March  22,  1841.  Mrs. 
Heaton  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  “  Deacon”  and 
Anne  (Spaulding)  Lewis,  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  Vermont  respectively.  They  were  residents  of 
Lewiston  for  some  years,  and  after  becoming  the 
parents  of  live  children,  the  mother  departed  this 
life.  The  little  family  comprised  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Mrs.  Heaton  being  the  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  born  Sept.  7,  1821.  Subsequently  the  father 
married  again,  the  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Anna 
(Ford)  Lawrence,  and  they  went  to  Buffalo,  re¬ 
maining  for  a  time,  thence  removing  to  Sandusky 
County,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  the  decease  of  the  father  occurred  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Heaton.  lie  had 
attained  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
and  died  April  30,  1882. 

Into  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heaton  have 
been  born  six  children,  all  living  and  married,  viz. : 
Sarah  31.,  Lydia  T.,  Joseph  L.,  Clara,  Ella  and  Ed¬ 
win.  Mr.  Heaton  and  his  wife  were  formerly 
Presbyterians,  but  of  late  years  their  religious 
opinions  have  undergone  a  change,  and  they 
are  now  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Although  usually  liberal  in  his  views,  Mr. 
Heaton  is  very  strongly  opposed  to  secret  societies, 
and  by  every  means  in  his  power  casts  his  influence 
against  them.  He  has  also  identified  himself  with 
the  Prohibition  movement,  and  is  a  frequent  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  local  press. 


II ARLES  C.  SWEET,  extensively  engaged 
in  trade  in  Cedar  Rapids,  deals  in  all  kinds 
of  groceries,  flour,  feed,  etc.,  and  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Third  street  and  Fourteenth  ave¬ 
nue.  The  business  was  established  in  1884,  and 
although  comparatively  young  gives  promise  of 


large  results. 


Mr.  Sweet  was  born  in  Sangamon  County,  Ill., 
Nov.  9,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  A.  A.  Sweet,  a  brick- 
maker  by  trade,  whose  native  place  was  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  there  reared  to  manhood, 
and  came  West  before  his  marriage,  his  wife  having 
been  a  Kentucky  lady,  Miss  Jemima  A.  Donohue, 
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who  was  reared  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  came 
to  Illinois  with  her  husband,  whence  they  moved  in 
about  1858  to  Iowa.  They  first  located  in  Lisbon, 
and  thence  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  the 
father  died  in  1882,  and  when  he  was  about  seventy 
years  old. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren,  and  Charles  -C.  was  only  a  year  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  Iowa.  He  received  his  early  edu¬ 
cation  in  Linn  County,,  and  in  1875  became  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  railroad,  where  he  made  rapid  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  was  soon  promoted  to  Conductor 
of  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific  Railway.  lie  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  railroading  until  he  established  his  present 
business. 

Mr.  Sweet  was  married  in  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa, 
to  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Moorhead,  who  was  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  and  came  with  her  parents  in  early  childhood 
to  Iowa,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  S.  are  the  parents  of  one  child — Howard 
H.,  who  was  born  Aug.  18,  1885.  Mr.  Sweet  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  valued 
citizen  of  his  community. 


LIVER  B.  CONE,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 


Linn  County,  came  with  his  parents  into 


Iowa  in  1839.  He  was  born  Nov.  30,  1835, 
in  Wallingford,  Conn.  His  parents  were  Norris  and 
Anne  (Blakesle^)  Cone.  On  coming  West  they 
spent  the  summer  in  Illinois,  and  in  the  following 
winter  came  into  Linn  County.  Oliver  B.  remained 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old, 
in  the  meantime  attending  the  common  schools  as 
opportunity  afforded.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  Seminary  at  Geneseo,  Ill.,  and  remained 
there  one  year.  He  then  learned  the  tinner’s  trade 
at  that  place,  and  after  four  years  returned  home 
and  worked  at  his  trade.  After  the  breaking  out 
of  the  late  War,  he  enlisted  in  August,  1861,  in  Co. 
K,  9th  Iowa  Vol.  Inf.,  and  participated  in  various 
engagements,  and  at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  the 
following  March  he  received  a  gunshot  wound 
in  the  right  hip  which  was  of  so  serious  a  nature 
that  he  was  given  up  to  die.  He  was  placed  in  the 
hospital  and  received  the  best  treatment  possible, 
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and  slowly  rallied.  As  soon  as  able  he  was  sent 
home,  and  there  endured  a  second  painful  operation 
in  which  eighteen  pieces  of  bones  were  taken  from 
the  wounded  limb.  He-  remained  an  invalid  for 
over  a  year,  and  knowing  that  he  would  never  again 
be  fitted  for  manual  labor,  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
entered  the  Commercial  College  of  Bryant  &  Strat¬ 
ton,  from  which  he  graduated  in  December,  1864. 
He  then  returned  to  Marion,  and  in  company  with 
J.  B.  De  Witt,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
This  partnership  continued  for  the  space  of  five 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  variously  oc¬ 
cupied. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Harry  Smith,  Nov. 
12,1856,  at  Marion.  Mrs.  Cone  was  born  in  El¬ 
mira,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1834,  and  of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  three  children — Harry  D.,  born 
March  12, I860;  Laura  B.  in  October,  1866;  Lucius 
C.,  Nov.  2,  1873;  Francis  J.,  deceased,  was  born 
jj§  in  September,  1857. 

Mr.  Cone  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  I.  O.  G.  T. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Cone  spent  their  last  days  in 
the  city^  of  Marion,  the  mother  departing  this  life 
Nov.  18,  1883,  and  the  father  Aug.  18,  1885. 


*1*1  E.  HANNEGAN,  who  is  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  railway  service  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  furnishes  quite  a  remarkable  record, 
having  commenced  railroading  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  now  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
has  entire  charge  of  the  passenger  department  of 
the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.  as  general  ticket  and  pas¬ 
senger  agent.  He  is  also  Secretary  of  the  Western 
Association,  General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agents, 
Secretary  of  the  Iowa  Railway  Passenger  Associa¬ 
tes  tion,  and  President  of  the  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Da¬ 
kota  Land  and  Emigration  Association. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  La  Fay- 


ii?  ette,  Ind.,  May  11,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  James  E. 

and  Alice  Hannegan,  natives  of  New  York,  and  the 
UiS  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  only  are 


living,  viz.,  J.  E.,  our  subject;  John,  a  resident  of 
La  Fayette,  Ind.,  and  Mary  A. 

Mr.  Hannegan  commenced  attending  school  at 
seven  years  of  age,  and  six  years  later  entered  the 
High  School  of  his  native  town,  and  after  graduat¬ 
ing  there  began  his  initiation  into  railroad  life.  He 
seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  adapted  for  this  call¬ 
ing,  and  has  filled  various  important  offices  previous 
to  his  last  promotion.  He  became  connected  with 
the  B.,  C.  R,  &  N.  R.  R.  in  1881,  and  received  his 
present  appointment  in  December,  1885,  having- 
been  with  the  company  over  four  years,  and  giving- 
abundant  satisfaction.  The  prospects  for  his  still 
greater  elevation  are  bright,  and  those  who  have 
been  watching-  with  interest  this  most  promising 
career  predict  yet  greater  things  for  the  young 
“  Pooh-Bah  ”  of  Iowa. 
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AMES  YUILL,  a  farmer  of  Clinton  Town¬ 
ship,  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Shirra)  Yuill,  and  was  born  at  Deanstone. 
Perthshire,  Scotland,  Dec.  16,  1826.  He  is 
trade  a  moulder,  and  came  to  New  York  in 
the  spring  of  1848,  working  that  year  for  James  P. 
Allaire,  at  the  Allaire,  now  Morgan  works,  on  the 
same  floor  with  John  Roach  of  “  Dolphin  ”  ce¬ 
lebrity,  both  making  castings  for  the  ill-fated  steam¬ 
ship  “Pacific,”  of  the  Collins  Line,  which  sailed  from 
port,  and  was  never  again  heard  from.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1849,  our  subject,  with  other  adventurous 
spirits,  who  were  allured  from  home  by  rumors  of 
gold  being  found  in  California,  left  New  Yrork  for 
that  State,  arriving  there  in  September  of  the  same 
year,  and  the  next  three  years  were  spent  in 
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and  Feather  Rivers.  He  crossed  the  Pacific,  and 
for  two  years  more  was  occupied  in  searching  for 
gold  on  the  Turon  River  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
among  the  gullies  of  Bendigo  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Yuill  left  Australia  in  January,  1885,  and 
on  June  13  of  that  year  was  married  to  Anne, 
youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Janet  Buchanan, 
of  Balfron,  Scotland,  and  in  October  of  the  same 
year  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  Six 
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children  were  born  to  this  marriage — John,  Thomas 
B.,  George,  Jessie  B.,  William  S.  and  Elizabeth,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living  at  home  except  John,  who 
is  in  business  in  Cedar  Rapids.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  Dec.  24,  1871). 

Mr.  Yuill  is  Secretary  of  the  West  Side  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Association,  having  been  elected  in 
187o,  and  served  continuously  ever  since.  The 
Association  was  organized  in  1874,  is  on  the  mu¬ 
tual  plan,  and  is  simply  an  association  of  farmers 
who  insure  each  other  against  losses  by  fire  or 
lightning.  Starting  with  a  membership  of  forty- 
eight,  and  with  $50,000  of  property  insured,  its 
membership  is  now  about  500,  and  the  amount  of 
property  insured  $600,000,  and  while  giving  entire 
satisfaction  to  the  members  has  proved  to  be  much 
less  costly  than  the  ordinary  stock  method. 

Mr.  Yuill  is  the  owner  of  360  acres  of  land.  Po¬ 
litically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  one  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  Religiously  he  is  connected  by 
membership  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


ACOB  INBODY  is  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-grower,  residing  on  section  22,  Col¬ 
lege  Township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres 
of  finely  improved  land.  Mr.  Inbody  is  a 
native  of  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  and  was  born  near 
Martinsburg,  June  22,  1814.  Ilis  father,  Jacob 
Inbod}',  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  but  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  Virginia  when  a  young  man,  to  Miss  Cath¬ 
arine  Shafer.  They  became  the  parents  of  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  our  subject  was  the  second 
child  in  order  of  birth.  lie  was  very  young  when 
his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio  with  their  children, 
which  was  in  the  fall  of  1815.  They  located  in 
Fairfield  County  and  remained  two  years,  thence 
removed  to  Hocking  County,  and  lived  there  until 
1835,  and  then  moved  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
where  the  parents ‘died  at  the  ages  of  sixty-eight 
and  ninety-two  respectively. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Susanna  Chupp,  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
Nov.  21,  1843.  Mrs.  Inbody  was  a  native  of  Dol¬ 
phin  County,  Pa.,  born  March  17,  1822.  Her  par¬ 


ents  were  natives  of  the  same  county  and  State,  H 
her  father’s  name  being  Henry,  and  her  mother  : 
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Rachel  (Ilarmen)  Chupp.  The  mother  died  in  her 
native  county  after  giving  birth  to  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  I.  being  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  After  the  death  of  her 
mother  Mrs.  Inbady’s  father  contracted  a  matri¬ 
monial  alliance  with  Eve  Lower,  and  after  the  birth 
of  one  child  the  family  emigrated  to  Holmes  County, 
Ohio,  and  five  years  later  removed  to  Coshocton 
County,  same  State,  where  the  father  and  step¬ 
mother  both  died,  at  the  ages  of  fifty-seven  and 
seventy-three  respectively. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inbody  have  become  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Previous  to  this  Mr.  I.  had  contracted  a  former 
marriage  and  had  become  the  parent  of  one 
daughter.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Nancy 
Purl,  who  died  soon  after  the  birth  of  her  only 
child,  whose  name  is  Emma,  and  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Christian  Hostetter,  a  mechanic  and  farmer 
who  resides  in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  present  Mrs.  I.  are  as  follows:  John 
married  Miss  Hattie  Shurey  and  they  reside  in  Jef¬ 
ferson,  Greene  County,  Iowa;  Jesse,  a  farmer,  is 
married  and  lives  in  Washington  Territory;  Jacob 
H.  was  formerly  a  teacher,  but  is  a  wanderer  now 
and  his  whereabouts  are  not  known ;  Caroline,  the 
wife  of  John  Warner,  resides  in  Sherman  Count}', 
Kan.,  her  husband  is  a  farmer;  Lavinia  is  unmar¬ 
ried  and  resides  at  home;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  Ed¬ 
ward  B.  McCoy,  a  farmer  of  College  Township; 
Charles  is  unmarried  and  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Sherman  County,  Kan.;  Clara  is  the 
wife  of  Barnett  Hillsman,  and  they  reside  on  a  farm 
in  Faulk  County,  Dak. ;  Thomas  is  unmarried  and 
is  located  in  Washington  Territory.  The  deceased 
are:  Eli,  an  infant;  Melissa  A.,  aged  seventeen; 
George  W.,  aged  twenty-four;  Jennie,  aged  twenty- 
two. 

Mr.  Inbody  came  to  Linn  County  in  1853,  and 
entered  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he 
improved  and  cultivated,  and  which  is  now  his 
present  home.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
township  a  third  of  a  century,  and  has  identified  : 
himself  thoroughly  with  the  interests  of  the  com-  • 
munity  since  his  arrival  here.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  are  g 
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members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  I.  casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


©IIARLES  F.  ELLIS,  a  prominent  German 
farmer  and  successful  stock-raiser  of  Fairfax 
Township,  owns  and  occupies  a  valuable 
homestead  of  1G0  acres  on  section  4.  His  land  is 
finely  improved,  with  good  buildings  and  every¬ 
thing  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  agriculture 
in  a  first  class-manner. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  born  in  Prussia,  March  4,  1835, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  Frederick  and  Sophia  (Gultz) 
Ellis,  both  natives  of  the  same  country,  who  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land,  where  their 
remains  lie  buried.  The  elder  Ellis  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  our  subject  was  the  youngest  child 
and  only  son  of  a  family  of  three  children,  there 
being  two  daughters,  Caroline  and  Fredrica,  who 
are  both  married  and  living  in  Germany. 

In  accordance  with  the  customs  of  his  native 
country  Charles  F.  Ellis  was  placed  in  school  when 
a  young  child  and  pursued  his  studies  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to 
learn  the  wagon-maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  served 
three  years,  receiving  a  diploma  as  an  expert  work¬ 
man.  He  followed  “  jour  ”  work  in  his  native 
country  for  two  years  thereafter,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Here 
he  decided  to  change  his  occupation,  and  proceeding 
to  Illinois  located  upon  a  farm  in  Sheffield,  Bureau 
County,  which  he  occupied  for  about  twelve  years. 
In  the  meantime,  in  May,  1864,  he  was  married  to 
■  Miss  Elizabeth  Webb,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.  Mrs. 
E.  was  born  Jan.  10,  1840,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Sarah  J.  (Doty)  Webb.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  Louisville,  N.  Y.,  and  after  their 
marriage  removed  West,  locating  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  whence,  in  1840,  they  removed  to 
Whiteside  County,  Ill.,  and  settled  in  Eustace 
Township,  where  the  mother  died  March  30,  1846. 
The  father  subsequently  went  to  Chicago,  and  died 
there  Dec.  28,  1878.  Mrs.  Ellis  was  only  six  years 
old  when  she  was  deprived  of  the  affectionate  care 
of  her  mother.  Her  father  subsequently  married, 
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and  she  came  with  him  and  her  step-mother  to  Clay¬ 
ton  County,  Iowa,  whence  they  removed  to  Benton 
County,  the  father  going  to  Chicago  as  stated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis  have  become  the  parents  of 
six  children,  as  follows:  Josie,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Quail,  lives  in  Dawson  County,  Neb.,  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  child — Vernon;  Rizza  M.,  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  county,  makes  her 
home  with  her  parents;  Charles,  Frank  L.,  Leora 
S.  and  Webb  A.  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellis 
came  into  Fairfax  Township  in  1868,  and  have  been 
residents  here  most  of  the  time  since.  The  latter  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  in  politics  our  subject  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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^ILLIAM  HILL,  of  Springville,  is  a  son  of 
David  and  Laura  (Turner)  Hill,  natives  of 
the  Eastern  States.  They  settled  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  after  their  marriage,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  till  their  lives  terminated.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  William 
was  the  fourth. 

William  Hill  was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  5,  1823.  He  spent  his  time  until  1875  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising,  and  also  was  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  raising  bees,  having  as  many  as  149 
stands  at  one  time.  He  was  then  attracted  by  the 
glowing  accounts  coming  from  Iowa,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  came  to  Springville,  and  put  up  a  building 
about  100  feet  in  length  and  with  all  the  appliances 
requisite  for  carrying  on  the  business.  As  time 
advanced  Mr.  Hill  built  numerous  factories  in  this 
vicinity.  For  the  first  three  years  he  supplied  the 
finances  for  operating  the  creamery  and  then  as¬ 
sociated  with  him  his  son,  Adelbert  D.,  and  in  1883 
the  father  retired  from  the  active  business  of  the 
company. 

From  this  establishment  begun  partially  as  an  ex¬ 
periment,  great  good  has  resulted  to  the  farmers  in 
its  vicinity  in  supplying  them  with  a  ready  market 
for  their  milk  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  with  far 
less  trouble  and  labor  than  the}1'  could  otherwise 
dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  Hill  is  the  father  of  five  children — Henrietta, 
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Adelbert  D.,  Merman,  Edwin  and  Horace.  The  sons 
are  manly  and  capable  young  men,  and  already 
exhibit  unusually  fine  business  capacity.  Mr.  Mill 
is  a  man  greatly  respected  in  his  community,  a  man 
of  generous  impulses,  liberal  in  his  ideas,  tolerant 
of  the  opinion  of  others  and  whose  influence  has 
been  exerted  for  the  best  good  of  his  county  and 
community. 
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R.  GEO.  E.  FULLERTON,  of  Marion,  was 
j  the  oldest  child  of  Rev.  ,1.  S.  and  Elvira 
(Hubert)  Fullerton.  His  grandparents  on 
his  father’s  side  were  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Stewart)  Fullerton,  who  sprang  from  that  strong 
tide  of  emigration  from  the  northern  part  of  Ireland 
that  poured  into  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  during 
the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  His  grand¬ 
parents  on  his  mother’s  side  were  Jonathan  and 
Samantha  (White)  Hobert,  of  whom  but  little  is 
now  known  by  their  history. 

Our  subject’s  father,  Rev.  J.  S.  Fullerton,  was  one 
of  a  large,  well-known  and  respected  famity,  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
Ohio,  most  of  whom  were  men  noted  in  the  minis¬ 
terial,  medical  and  legal  professions.  He  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1819,  educated 
and  ordained  as  a  Presbyterian  minister,  and  in 
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May,  1845,  removed  to  West  Point,  Iowa,  where 
he  engaged  in  his  chosen  profession.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Elvira  Hobert,  Sept.  1,  1849.  From 
West  Point  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Marion, 
Iowa,  in  1849,  where  he  preached  until  May,  1855, 
when  he  bought  a  farm  in  Linn  Township,  moved 
upon  it,  but  continued  to  preach  for  many  years 
and  until  near  the  close  of  his  life,  which  occurred 
in  May,  1874.  It  is  regretted  that  so  few  facts  are 
at  hand ;  that  so  short  a  sketch  of  such  a  worth3r, 
earnest  pioneer  minister  must  be  preserved.  Suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say,  he  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
older  people  of  the  county  for  his  gentle  Christian 
character  and  the  possession  of  a  very  large  share 
of  mirthfulness.  He  left  at  his  death  his  widow, 
Elvira  II.  Fullerton,  who  has  since  been  remarried, 
to  Rev.  J.  V.  Dewitt,  and  at  present  resides  at  Mar- 
telle,  Iowa,  and  two  sons,  George  E.  and  Robert  S. 


Fullerton,  and  one  daughter,  Martha  Ida  Fullerton. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Fullerton  was  born  at  West  Point,  Iowa, 
Sept.  13,  1849,  came  with  his  parents  to  Marion, 
and  soon  after  removed  with  them  to  Linn  Town¬ 
ship.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  attended  a  select  school  presided  over  by 
Eli  Johnston  at  the  brick  church,  well  known  to  the 
early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  county.  Later  he 
taught  school  several  years,  and  then  entered  Cor¬ 
nell  College  and  took  a  partial  course.  As  he  ap¬ 
proached  the  time  to  choose  the  manner  of  his  life 
labors,  he  chose  that  of  medicine.  He  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Love,  of  Springville,  and  com¬ 
menced  the  study  of  medicine  in  August,  1868, 
remaining  with  his  preceptor  until  after  his  gradua¬ 
tion  in  Medicine  and  Surgery  from  the  University 
of  Michigan,  March  26,  1873.  Immediately  he 
located  in  Marion,  Iowa,  where  he  was  associated 
for  a  time  with  Dr.  H.  Reston,  and  after  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Cedar  Rapids  was  for  some  time  in  part¬ 
nership  with  Dr.  E.  W.  Lake. 

In  July,  1876,  our  subject  married  Miss  M.  Ester 
Williams.  They  remained  at  Marion  until  Feb. 
25,  1878,  when  he  moved  to  Paris,  Iowa,  to  pursue 
his  profession,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  and  notion 
business  until  Sept.  25,  1 884.  He  then  returned  to 
Marion,  where  he  still  practices  medicine  and  car¬ 
ries  on  the  drug  business.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  blest  with  three  sons :  James  E.  was  born  at 
Paris,  May  20,  1878;  Park  Love  was  also  born  in 
Paris,  Feb.  23,  1882;  Charles  G.,  in  Marion,  April 
25,  1886. 

Socially  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Union  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  for  many 
years  Secretary;  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society _ 
Became  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion  in  1882.  Is  a  Pastmaster,  Lodge  No.  19,  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  of  Iowa;  Senior  Knight  Tent  No. 
1  of  Iowa,  of  the  order  of  Maccabees.  Belongs 
to  De  Molay  Lodge  No.  383  of  Marion,  Iowa,  A. 
F.  A  A.  M. ;  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  10,  Marion, 
Iowa;  Patmos  Commandery  No.  27,  Marion,  Iowa; 
King  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  1, 
A.  A.  S.  Rite;  Senior  Warden  Cedar  Rapids  Coun¬ 
cil,  Princes  of  Jerusalem  No.  1,  A.  A.  S.  Rite; 
member  Cedar  Rapids  Chapter,  Rose  Croix  No.  1, 
A.  A.  S.  Rite;  member  Cedar  Rapids  Council  of 
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Kodosh  No.  1,  A.  A.  S.  Rite;  Illinois  Grand  En¬ 
gineer  and  Architect  32d  degree  Mason  of  the  Grand 
^Consistory  of  the  A.  A.  C.  Rite  of  Iowa  Supreme 
^Jurisdiction.  In  character,  retiring,  courteous  and 
ind,  the  Doctor  professes  the  Golden  Rule,  and 
lays  he  is  always  willing  to  go  more  than  half  way 
o  settle  a  difficulty  or  repair  a  wrong.  Is  the  sole 
wner  and  patentee  for  a  system  of  communication 
ith  moving  trains  from  stations,  which  he  claims 
o  be  the  first  and  to  precede  the  Edison  system 
early  four  years.  The  Doctor  has  a  fine  practice, 
in  the  prime  of  life,  possessing  good  health,  keen 
Intellect,  and  has  evidently  a  bright  future  before 
him. 

RED  BENZINGER,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  ed¬ 
itor  and  proprietor  of  the  Saturday  Even¬ 
ing  Chat ,  and  is  conducting  this  lively  little 
.sheet  in  a  manner  befitting  its  title.  He  was  born 
in  Susquehanna,  Pa.,  April  1  1,  1858,  and  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Matilda  (Schmidt)  Ben- 
zinger,  both  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
Charles  F.  Benzinger  came  to  the  United  States 
in  the  ’50’s,  and  was  married  at  Cold  Springs,  N.  Y., 
about  1855,  five  years  after  his  arrival  here.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  born  seven  children,  viz. : 
George,  Fred,  George  (2d),  Charles,  Ethelbert,  Ma¬ 
tilda  and  Grace,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  the 
first  born,  George  and  Ethelbert,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  remaining  children  are  all  at  home  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  but  two  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Newburg,  N.  Y.  In  about  a  year  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Susquehanna  and  remained  there  until 
their  son  Fred  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age.  He 
received  careful  home  training,  and  when  of  suita¬ 
ble  age  was  sent  to  the  common  schools.  In  1873 
the  family  moved  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  and  re¬ 
mained  there  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  at  an  early  age,  devel¬ 
oped  a  special  fondness  for  newspaper  work  and 
printing,  and  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
he  entered  a  printing-office  at  Hornellsville,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  for  three  years.  That  same 
year  the  family  removed  to  the  above-named  place, 
Asm 


where  their  son  Fred  remained  until  he  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids.  After  serving  three  years  at  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship  he  opened  a  job  office  for  himself,  and 
subsequently,  in  connection  therewith,  started  a 
small  paper,  which  he  called  the  Daily  Neics,  the 
first  issue  appearing  Oct.  22,  1877.  This  paper  he 
enlarged  in  the  following  January.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  he  had  also  started  an  amateur  three-column 
folio,  the  first  issue  appearing  April  5,  1875.  This 
he  conducted,  at  his  own  financial  risk,  for  about 
five  months,  when  he  deemed  it  more  judicious  and 
less  hazardous  to  convert  his  enterprise  into  a  joint 
stock  company,  which  he  did,  taking  into  partnership 
some  of  the  unsophisticated  but  ambitious  boys  of 
Hornellsville.  We  are  not  advised  as  to  whether 
this  company  was  chartered  by  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Empire  State  or  not,  but  history  informs 
us  that  our  hero  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  continued  the  Daily  News  until  March, 
1878,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  the  Hornellsville 
Weekly  Times.  In  the  meantime  our  subject  did 
his  first  reportorial  work  in  writing  up  the  railroad 
riots  of  1877,  for  the  New  York  Associated  Press 
from  Hornellsville. 

After  disposing  of  his  interests  in  his  two  publi¬ 
cations  Mr.  Benzinger  accepted  a  position  on  the 
Times ,  as  city  editor,  which  position  he  held  until 
the  summer  of  1881,  when  the  paper  changed 
hands.  Mr.  B.  turned  his  steps  westward,  and  com¬ 
ing  into  the  Hawkeye  State,  engaged  as  city  editor 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican ,  commencing  his 
duties  on  the  20th  day  of  October.  The  following- 
year  he  became  a  stockholder  in  the  paper,  and  as¬ 
sumed  its  business  management.  The  following 
April  Mr.  B.  disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  venture, 
and  in  the  August  following,  purchased  an  interest 
in  a  pocket  railway  guide,  in  company  with  an¬ 
other  gentleman,  and  operated  this  under  the  style 
and  title  of  Nelson  &  Benzinger.  They  carried  on 
the  publication  of  this  sheet  until  the  spring  of 
1884,  when  Mr.  B.  disposed  of  his  interest  therein, 
and  in  company  with  J.  AY.  Baer,  purchased  an  inter¬ 
est  in  the  paper  he  is  now  publishing,  a  publication 
which  was  chiefly  devoted  to  advertising  at  that 
time,  but  soon  afterward  changed  it  to  the  Saturday 
Evening  Chat ,  which  is  a  society,  sporting  and  lit¬ 
erary  publication.  Mr.  Benzinger  became  sole 
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proprietor  of  this  in  1885,  purchasing  the  entire 
property,  and  is  now  conducting  it  alone.  It  is  be¬ 
coming  extremely  popular,  and  its  editor  and  pub¬ 
lisher  is  evincing  decided  talent  in  this  peculiar 
line  of  journalism.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  he 
has  many  bright  and  successful  years  in  which  to 
bring  his  paper  to  the  standard  which  he  has  erected 
for  it. 
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S.  DORWART  occupies  the  position  of 
^  Secretary  and  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
N  B.,  C.  Ii.  &  N.  R.  R.,  and  is  located  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids.  He  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  Sept.  2,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and 
Anna  M.  (Snyder)  Dorwart,  both  natives  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pa.  They  came  to  Iowa  shortly  after  the 
birth  of  their  sou,  our  subject,  and  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Linn  County,  where  the  father  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  was  thus  occu¬ 
pied  for  a  number  of  years.  He  afterward  went  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  now  resides.  Of  the  par¬ 
ental  union  were  born  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living:  Kate  M.,  now  Mrs.  Kurtz,  of 
Cedar  Rapids;  S.  S.  our  subject,  and  the  eldest 
son;  Lizzie  H.,  now  Mrs.  Burtis,  a  resident  of  Den¬ 
ver,  Col.;  Annia  M.,  Mrs.  Camburn  of  Cedar 
Rapids;  George  K.,  in  mercantile  business  at  Den¬ 
ver;  Gertrude  T.,  now  Mrs.  Cone  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  Emily  T. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  a  fair 
education,  pursuing  his  studies  until  the  age  of 
seventeen.  *  He  was  then  quite  well  acquainted 
with  the  methods  of  transacting  general  office  busi¬ 
ness,  and  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  wholesale  mer¬ 
cantile  establishment  in  St.  Louis.  lie  remained 
there  nearly  a  year,  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids 
and  entered  the  general  store  of  L.  &  L.  Daniels, 
as  clerk.  He  was  with  this  house  three  years,  and 
then  turned  his  attention  quite  seriously  to  pho¬ 
tography.  He  obtained  a  position  in  the  gallery 
of  W.  F.  Kilbourn,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  at  this  business,  gaining  a  good  insight 
into  this  art,  but  circumstances  changed  his  course 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  railway  service. 
In  1872  he  became  connected  with  the  B.,  C.  R.  & 
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N.  R.  K.,  first  taking  a  situation  as  Supply  Clerk  j- 
and  Mail  Messenger.  In  1 874  he  became  Traveling  » 
Auditor  and  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Auditor’s  office ;  in  B  fi 
1882  was  elected  Secretary,  and  in  1885  the  post  z 
of  Assistant  Treasurer  was  conferred  upon  him. 

Mr.  Dorwart  has  proved  himself  fully  worthy  of 
the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  him  by  the  offi-  : 
cials  of  this  road 

of  his  connection  with  them  has  been  that  of 
upright  and  straightforward  man.  He 
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from  his  stanch  Pennsylvania  progenitors  the  qual-  :  i 


ities  of  honesty  and  integrity  which  they  possessed  - 
in  so  eminent  a  degree.  These  are  stamped  upon 
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his  countenance,  which  is  exceedingly  manly  in  its  pi 
proportions,  with  a  fine  brow,  and  a  fearless,  open  S  i 
eye  that  at  once  commands  respect. 

— — o<s$«ffljjH@><> p-«- 

ffiOSEPIl  LIANZLIK,  Assessor  of  College 
Township,  and  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  is 
a  successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  occupy-  pi 
ing  a  fine  homestead  of  200  acres.  Mr.  : 
Hanzlik  came  to  Linn  County  in  18G7,  and  located  ;  J 
upon  the  site  of  his  present  homestead.  He  was 
entirely  without  means  when  he  entered  the  Hawk-  '  J 
eye  State,  and  he  engaged  himself  at  whatever  his  J 
hands  could  find  to  do,  and  the  second  year  found 
him  an  enterprising  tenant  on  a  tract  of  eight}"  g|J 
acres  of  land,  where  he  was  engaged  until  1868,  £ 
when  he  purchased  a  tract  of  forty  acres  which  was  gj[ 
located  on  section  28,  College  Township.  His 
farm  is  well  stocked  with  Durham  cattle,  and  he 
has  some  very  fine  specimens  of  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  horses.  His  dwelling  is  constructed  in 
modern  style,  and  bears  comparison  with  the  best 
in  the  township. 

Mr.  Hanzlik  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  that  Prov¬ 
ince  of  the  Austrian  Empire  which  has  contributed 
so  many  good  citizens  to  the  New  World.  Lie  was. 
born  March  14,  1845.  The  name  of  his  father  was 
Joseph  Hanzlik,  who  was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and 
died  in  his  native  Bohemia.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Maria  Hepzler,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  same  Province  as  her  husband.  She  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  younger  son. 

Mr.  Hanzlik  received  a  limited  education,  and 
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remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  the  time  of 
his  emigration  to  the  United  States.  Upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  on  American  shores,  he  proceeded  to  the  city 
3  of  St-  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  met  his  future  wife  in 
J  Pers°n  of  Miss  Catherine  Skala,  to  whom  he 
was  married  May  14,  1867.  She  was  also  a  native 
of  Bohemia,  coming  to  this  country  with  her  parents 
in  April,  1 865 ;  she  was  born  April  1 4,  1849,  and  con- 
sequently  was  an  interesting  maiden  of  sixteen  vears 
upon  their  arrival  here.  After  her  marriage  her  hus¬ 
band  and  her  father’s  family  all  came  to  Iowa  at  the 
same  time.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanzlik 
six  children  were  born,  and  two  are  deceased.  The 
living  are,  Francis  J.,  born  Aug.  3,  1869;  Martin, 
June  1,  1871;  Mary  A.,  Jan.  25,  1877;  Libbie  K., 

:  Aug.  29,  1882. 

Mr.  Hanzlik  is  a  gentleman  of  substantial  Demo¬ 
cratic  principles,  of  decided  opinions,  and  votes 
conscientiously  with  his  party.  He  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  as  Assessor,  giving  good  satisfaction, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  town¬ 
ship. 


BRAHAM  IORD1CE.  This  gentleman,  a 


pioneer  of  the  Hawkeye  State,  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  21,  1823.  His 
3  CP  parents  were  Abraham  and  Mary  (McCar¬ 
ty)  Fordyce.  They  remained  in  Greene  County 
until  1839,  then  removed  to  Taylor  County,  Va., 
when  our  subject  was  sixteen  years  old.  They  were 
occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  assisted  in 
the  labors  on  the  farm  and  received  an  ordinary 
education.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  March,  1854,  and 
settled  in  Brown  Township  near  Viola,  but  in  1861 
changed  to  his  present  location  on  section  19,  Maine 
.  Township,  and  is  now  the  possessor  of  200  acres. 

In  his  early  manhood,  and  before  he  emigrated 
west,  Mr.  Fordyce  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  M.  Corbly.  This  interesting  event  occurred 
May  20,  1848.  Mrs.  Mary  Fordyce  was  born  Feb. 
22,  1823,  and  by  this  union  became  the  mother  of 
five  children;  Mary  E.,  Phoebe,  Sarah  J.,  Corbly 
and  William  L.  Mrs.  Fordyce  died  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  May  17,  1856,  and  Mr.  Fordyce’s  second  mar¬ 
riage  occurred  in  Maine  Township,  June  16,  1858, 
when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Shanklin, 


daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amelia  (Jones)  Shanklin. 
(See  sketch  of  F.  M.  Shanklin,  who  is  a  brother  of 
Mrs.  Fordyce,  for  history  of  parents.) 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fordyce  was  born  in  Bath  Coun- 
^3 o  Sept.  21,  1830.  B}’  this  union  she  has  be¬ 

come  the  mother  of  five  children :  John  C.,  who 
resides  at  home;  Millie  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Doe, 
and  resides  in  Waubeck;  Eveline  married  James 
Parker,  and  their  home  is  also  in  Waubeck;  Adam 
died  in  infancy;  Lulu,  the  youngest,  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Fordyce  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  politics  he  is  Democratic.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church. 


ON.  GEORGE  GREENE.  On  a  high  eleva- 
|  tion  about  two  miles  north  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
city  and  surrounding  country,  is  the  elegant 
home  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Greene.  He  departed 
this  life  Wednesday  morning,  June  23,  1880,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  his  family  and  many  friends.  His  death 
not  only  caused  his  kindred  to  shed  tears  of  deep 
sorrow,  but  he  was  mourned  by  the  city  and  State. 
He  had  for  many  years  been  troubled  by  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  and  about  three  weeks  prior  to  his  demise  he 
had  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  and  on  Tuesday 
before  his  demise  he  was  attacked  with  hemorrhage 
of  the  bowels.  He  was  buried  with  Masonic  and 
civic  honors,  on  Sunday,  June  27,  -in  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery.  The  funeral  cortege  proceeded  to  the 
Episcopal  church,  where  the  beautiful  services  of 
that  church  were  held,  and  thence  to  the  Methodist 
Church,  where  the  funeral  sermon  was  delivered. 
Here,  within  and  around  the  church,  was  gathered 
the  largest  congregation  ever  assembled  in  Cedar 
Rapids  to  do  honor  in  the  last  rites  paid  to  mortal 
man.  All  the  railroads  ran  free  special  trains  from 
different  points,  and  there  was  a  large  gathering  of 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  After  the  cere¬ 
monies  at  the  church,  the  long  procession  escorted 
the  remains  to  the  cemetery,  where  they  were  buried 
with  Masonic  honors,  and  there  beneath  the  blue 
"  ith  the  winds  sighing  through  the  summer 
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foliage  of  the  trees,  all  that  was  mortal  of  George 
Greene  was  given  back  to  the  earth  from  which  it 
came. 

Hon.  George  Greene  was  born  at  Alton,  Stafford¬ 
shire,  England,  April  15,  1817,  and  was  the  son  of 
Robert  andSefer  (Woodward)  Greene,  also  of  Scot¬ 
tish  birth.  Robert  Greene  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
and  died,  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in 
1825.  liis  wife  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  May  16, 
1795,  and  died  in  the  same  shire.  At  the  age  of. 
two  years  George  Greene  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
.-gj  When  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  having  died, 
jj  George  set  out  to  educate  himself.  Two  years  later 
$  his  mother  returned  to  England  to  settle  up  the 


old  estate,  but  did  not  live  to  return. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  our  subject  went  to 
England  to  look  after  the  family  estate,  but  re¬ 
turned  the  same  year,  having  accomplished  nothing. 
From  this  time  he  devoted  himself  to  completing 
his  education,  working  and  supporting  himself  in 
the  meantime.  By  rigid  economy  he  was  enabled 


I  to  secure  a  term  of  one  year’s  schooling  at  Carys- 
jjal  ville  Collegiate  Seminary,  and  also  one  year  at  the 
Aurora  Academy,  and  two  years  at  French’s  Col¬ 
legiate  Institute  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  Soon  after  leav¬ 
ing  college  he  went  to  the  law  office  of  Hon.  George 
P.  Baker,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  lived  there  for 
some  time  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Chapin,  collect¬ 
ing  doctor  bills  to  help  him  pay  his  expenses. 

In  1838  Mr.  Greene  started  for  the  West.  Stop¬ 
ping  at  Davenport,  he  met  David  J.  Owen,  and 
with  him  was  engaged  for  six  months  in  making 


m  the  geological  survey  of  Iowa.  During  this  time 
he  saved  some  money,  and  acquired  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  country.  Leaving  Davenport,  he 
went  to  Ivanhoe,  Linn  County,  and  taught  school. 
In  1840  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Iowa  City, 
nd  soon  located  at  Marion,  where  he  began  to 
■actice.  In  1841  be  was  sent  to  the  Territorial 
legislature. 

In  1845  Mr.  Greene  moved  to  Dubuque,  and  while 
engaged  in  practice  there  purchased  the  Miner's 
press,  selling  out  in  1848,  and  soon  afterward 
brined  a  law  partnership  with  J.  J.  Dyer.  The 
atter  was  subsequently  appointed  Judge  of  the 
nited  States  District  Court,  and  in  1847  our  sub¬ 


ject  was  appointed  one  of  the  Supreme  Judges  of 
the  State,  and  served  over  eight  years,  having  been 
elected  in  1848.  While  occupying  this  position  he 
compiled  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  were 
published  in  four  volumes  and  were  widely  known 
as  “Greene’s  Report.”  His  name  has  gone  into  ju¬ 
dicial  history  as  one  of  the  brightest  that  lias  ever 
been  connected  with  the  judiciary  of  the  State. 

While  living  at  Dubuque  and  Marion  Mr.  Greene 
became  acquainted  with  the  present  site  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  saw  at  once  its  superior  advantages  for 
a  city.  With  N.  B.  Brown,  Alex.  Ely,  A.  Daniels, 
and  other  gentlemen,  he  purchased  ground  and 
made  improvements  at  that  place.  In  1849  he  sur¬ 
veyed  and  laid  off  his  land,  and  in  1851  moved 
there  and  made  Cedar  Rapids  his  permanent  home, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  years.  Shortly  after 
locating  there  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business, 
first  in  company  with  John  Weare  and  D.  O.  Finch, 
and  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Finch  the  name  of 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Greene  &  Weare.  Mr. 
Weare  retired  several  years  later,  and  Col.  W.  II. 
Merritt  was  admitted  as  a  partner.  Our  subject 
became  quite  extensively  engaged  in  other  banking 
institutions,  and  assisted  in  tbe  operations  of  nine 
banks  in  different  localities.  He  continued  in  the 
business  until  the  panic  of  1857,  when  he  lost 
heavily. 

In  1859  Judge  Greene  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  Cyrus  Bentley,  which  continued  until  1863, 
when  he  withdrew  from  the  practice  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  and  devoted  his  energies  to  railroad  enter¬ 
prises.  With  his  brother  William  he  built  the 
McGregor  Western  Road  to  Conover,  and  was  also 


a 


engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Rockford,  Rock 
Island  &  St.  Louis  Road.  It  was  during  this  time 
that  Judge  Greene  lived  for  a  time  at  McGregor, 
and  on  his  return  from  there  he  formed  a 
partnership  for  a  time  with  his  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Belt,  and  Judge  Dudley.  They  were  at  that  time 
solicitors  for  the  Northwestern  Road.  At  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  this  firm  his  law  practice  practically 
ended.  It  was  largely  through  his  influence  that 
the  first  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  westward  was 
brought  through  Cedar  Rapids,  and  which  now 
forms  a  part  of  the  Chicago  &,  Northwestern,  lie 
was  also  engaged  in  building  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
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Rapids  &  Minnesota  Road,  and  was  for  some  time 
President  of  the  same.  The  Cedar  Rapids  &  Min¬ 
nesota  Roads  were  merged  into  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern,  and  of  this  he  was  Pres¬ 
ident  for  many  years.  He  was  prominently  con¬ 
nected  and  largely  interested  in  railroad  enterprises 
in  Illinois,  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  Kan¬ 
sas.  His  last  railroad  enterprise  was  the  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Marion  Street  Railway,  which  after  many 
failures  was  brought  into  successful  operation. 
This,  like  many  others,  will  be  a  living  monument 
to  his  executive  business  ability  and  also  his  lib¬ 
erality.  About  this  time  also  he  became  President 
of  the  Star  Wagon  Company,  and  of  the  Farmer’s 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  also  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Oil  Works. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Greene’s  first  settlement  at 
Cedar  Rapids  until  his  death  he  was  an  active, 
moving  spirit,  ever  alert  to  do  something  to  de¬ 
velop  its  resources,  advance  its  growth  and  increase 
its  prosperity.  He  was  never  idle  and  never  satis¬ 
fied  with  a  single  enterprise,  but  carried  forward 
many  at  one  time.  Though  successful  in  financial 
matters,  he  was  not  a  money- worshiper,  but  looked 
upon  wealth  as  a  means  to  progress  and  happiness. 
He  was  liberal  with  his  money  almost  to  prodigal¬ 
ity,  giving  bountifully  to  charity  and  to  religious 
institutions,  rarely  refusing  an  applicant  for  aid. 
The  first  brick  building  in  Cedar  Rapids  was  erect¬ 
ed  by  him.  One  of  his  benefactions  was  the  erection 
of  the  Opera  House.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city,  and  was  also  one  of  the  Wardens  during 
his  life,  except  his  residence  in  Chicago  two  and 
one-half  years,  and  residence  at  McGregor  for  six 
months. 

Hon.  George  Greene  was  married,  May  30,  1838, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Merritt,  daughter  of  Jesse  and 
Harriet  (Hilton)  Merritt,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Of 
this  marriage  there  were  four  children:  George 
W.,  born  April  4,  1839;  Susan  Harriet,  March  3, 
1841,  at  Marion,  Iowa;  Mary  Ely,  June  7,  1843,  at 
Dubuque,  and  Edward  Merritt,  March  29,  1845, 
also  at  Dubuque.  George  W.  died  at  Ivanhoe,  his 
birthplace,  March  13,  1840;  Susan  Harriet  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Algernon  Sidney  Belt,  at  Chicago,  Nov.  26, 
1862.  He  was  a  lawyer,  and  moving  to  Cedar 
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Rapids  engaged  in  practice  with  Mr.  Dudley,  whose; 
biography  appears  in  this  work;  Mary  Ely  die 
July  28,  1844;  Edward  Merritt  married  Miss  E 
ma  Eberhart,  and  is  living  in  Chicago,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  The  wife 
Judge  Greene  departed  this  life  April  25,  1850, 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  The  Merritt  family,  of  whom  Mr;  J 
Greene  was  a  member,  settled  in  the  central  portio 
of  Connecticut  some  twenty-five  years  prior  to  the 
Revolution.  Absalom  Merritt,  a  farmer,  was  a  na 
five  of  England,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
about  the  }"ear  1750.  He  had  five  sons,  four  o:’ 
whom  abandoned  the  f amity  fireside  at  an  early 
age,  and  one  of  whom  settled  in  New  York  anc 
took  up  a  farm  on  the  Hudson  River  near  Yonkers; 
another  found  a  home  in  South  Carolina;  a  thirc 
went  to  Canada,  and  the  fourth  to  Pennsylvania 
and  subsequently  to  Ohio.  Jesse  Merritt,  father  of 
Mrs.  Greene,  was  born  in  1785,  of  that  branch  o: 
the  Connecticut  family  which  settled  at  Yonkers 
In  1805  he  went  to  New  York  City,  engaged 
merchant’s  clerk,  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  in  company  with  David  Ayres,  formed  d 
partnership  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  carrie< 
it  on  in  Chatham  Square,  near  the  Bowery.  Soo 
after  engaging  in  business  Mr.  Merritt  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Hilton  family,  and  subsequently 
married  one  of  the  number,  Harriet.  Soon  afte 
marriage  they  moved  to  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr 
Merritt  opened  a  store  and  where  he  carried  on 
prosperous  business  until  1825,  when  his  wife  died 
Becoming  embarrassed  financially,  he  sold  out  anc 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Armi- 
tage,  of  Ithaca.  After  completing  his  studies,  ity 
1830,  he  moved  to  Lodi,  Cattaraugus  County,  when  I 
he  built  up  a  large  practice.  He  died  at  Buffalo, 
N.Y.  His  father  died  soon  after  the  Revolutionar 
War.  His  wife  died  in  Buffalo  in  1848,  aged  ninety  _ 
eight  years.  Harriet  (Hilton)  Merritt  was  born  in 
New  York  City  about  the  jrear  1790,  and  was  the[jp=pj 
second  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hilton,  an  attorne; 
from  England,  who  married  Susan  Griswold,  the 
only  daughter  of  Joseph  Griswold,  of  New  York 
City.  She  was  a  woman  of  strong-  common  sense 
and  remarkable  energy,  and  was  especially  distin¬ 
guished  for  her  humanity,  charitable  deeds,  gentle¬ 
ness  of  disposition  and  kindness  to  the  afflicted, 
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On  Feb.  21,  1855,  Judge  Greene  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Frances  It.  Graves,  daughter  of  Cal¬ 
vin  and  Fannie  (Carlisle)  Graves,  of  Cooperstown, 
N.  Y.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  was  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  six  sons  and  two  daughters:  Calvin  G.,  born 
Feb.  18,  1856;  Fannie  C.,  Jan.  19,  1858;  George, 
Dec.  28,  1859;  William  J.,  Nov.  28,  1861;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Aug.  13,  1863;  Robert  C.,  Dec.  22,  1865; 
Francis,  May  14,  1870;  Woodward  K.,  Aug.  2, 
1873.  Of  these  children  all  are  yet  living  but  two 
— Fannie,  who  died  in  October,  1859,  and  Robert 
C'.,  who  departed  this  life  June  19,  1885.  lie  Avas 
a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  pos¬ 
sessing  a  strong,  vigorous  mind,  and  seemed  to 
have  inherited  many  of  the  superior  qualities  of  his 
father.  Ilis  purity  and  goodness  of  character  were 
proverbial.  George  married  Miss  Charlotte  Win¬ 
ter,  Sept.  1 ,  1886.  Her  home  was  at  Jamaica  Plain, 
Boston. 

— 


-V- 


ffiOHN  J.  BOCKSTALLER,  a  retired  mer¬ 
chant  of  Mt.  Vernon,  was  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  Aug.  9,  1828.  lie  is  the  son  of 
John  George  and  Anna  Mary  (Hernaker) 
Bockstaller,  both  natives  of  Baden.  The  former 
died  in  his  native  town  in  1881.  He  was  married 
in  early  manhood  and  survived  his  wife  forty-one 
3rears.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  of 
whom  John  was  the  eldest  born,  and  the  only  one 
who  came  to  this  country. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Bockstaller  were  passed 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  in  attendance  on  the 
public  schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to 
work  on  a  farm,  and  three  years  later  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  learn  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  At  this  he 
served  two  years  and  was  then  occupied  as  a  jour- 

rneyman  until  1852.  May  13,  1852,  he  set  sail 
from  Havre,  landing  at  New  York  City  on  the  24th 
of  June  following.  Here  he  worked  for  two  years, 
and  thence  went  to  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  and  in 
1856  came  to  Mt.  Vernon.  In  1864  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  Franklin  Township,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
mained  two  years,  then  returned  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
where  he  lived  until  1883,  when  he  turned  his  at¬ 
tention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  1853, 


to  Miss  Anna  May  Eekerlin,  a  native  of  his  own 
country,  born  Dec.  18,  1827.  They  have  four 
children — Mary  M.,  Emma  L.,  John  F.  and  Clara 
A.  Mr.  Bockstaller  is  a  Republican,  and  with  his 
wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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C.  BROEKSMIT,  Auditor  for  the  B.,  C.  R. 
&  N.  R.  R.,  is  a  native  of  Zierikzee  City,  Hol¬ 
land,  and  was  born  Jan.  25,  1825.  He  is  the 
son  of  A.  F.  and  Gertrude  ( de  Zurtser ) 
Broeksmit,  natives  of  the  same  country,  where  the 
father  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  The 
parental  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two 


I 
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daughters,  of  whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  C  j 
only  one  living,  The  father  died  in  1862,  and  the  i 
mother  in  1885. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  attended  school 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  then  entered 
his  father’s  counting-room,  where  he  remained  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  In  1847  he  emigrated  to 


the  United  States,  and  after  remaining  for  a  brief  E  2 
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time  in  New  York  City  went  to  Boston  and  entered 
the  office  of  the  Consul-General  for  the  Netherlands,  \ 
Thomas  II.  Dixon  &  Son,  No.  41  Indian  Wharf, 
who  were  also  engaged  as  shipping  merchants.  Here 
young  Broeksmit  learned  the  English  language  and 
obtained  a  good  insight  into  mercantile  and  general 
business  and  remained  two  years.  He  then  engaged 
with  George  W.  Warren  Co.,  in  the  same  city,  in 
the  dry-goods  trade,  where  he  was  occupied  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  afterward  going  South  and  engaging  as  E 
book-keeper  for  the  Master  Mechanic  of  the  New  S  w 
Orleans,  Jackson  &  Great  Northern  Railroad  in 
Louisiana,  where  he  remained  until  1861.  He  then 
took  passage  on  a  Dutch  vessel,  the  only  one  of  the 
kind  which  had  left  those  shores  for  twenty-three  E 
years,  and  left  for  his  native  land,  which  he  safely 
reached  and  where  he  remained  for  seven  years.  1 

"  H  7  L 

During  this  time  he  was  employed  as  Administrator  3  L 
for  a  railroad  company  in  East  India,  being  much 
of  the  time  absent  from  his  native  place.  He  spent 
part  of  the  year  1867  in  Holland,  then  once  more  Sj 
sailed  for  the  United  States,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  continuously  engaged  in  railroad  business. 

He  has  held  the  appointment  of  Station  Agent  for 
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the  Rockford  &  >St  Louis,  and  the  Davenport  &  St. 
Paul  Companies. 

Mr.  B.  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1871,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  chief  clerk  of  the  auditing  of  the 
B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  R.,  having  been  appointed  acting 
auditor  and  auditor-in-chief  in  1878,  which  position 
he  has  held  since  that  time. 

Mr.  Broeksmit  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss 
Laura  Shaw,  a  native  of  Maquoketa,  Jackson  Co., 
Iowa,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Eugene,  aged  nine  years;  Ellen,  aged 
seven,  and  John,  aged  five.  By  a  former  marriage 
there  was  born  to  Mr.  B.  a  son,  William  F.,  who  is 
now  chief  clerk  of  the  freight  auditor’s  department 
of  the  same  road  with  which  his  father  is  engaged. 
The  mother  of  this  son  died  in  1860. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  is  pleasantly  located 
at  No.  246  Second  avenue.  He  is  in  all  respects  a 
representative  citizen  of  Linn  County  and  has  in¬ 
terested  himself  in  real  estate  in  this  vicinity,  and 
in  the  farther  West.  Mr.  B.  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  connected 
with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 


AVID  BRUCH,  proprietor  of  the  City 
Hotel  of  Lisbon,  is  “  mine  host”  of  one  of 
the  most  popular  public  houses  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Plain- 
field  Township,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  10, 
1832.  His  father,  John  Bruch,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  township  and  county,  and  his  grandfather, 
George  Bruch,  was  born  in  Germany,  coming  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man,  and  settling- 
in  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the 
last  years  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 


cooper  in  early  life,  and  in  due  time  opened  a  shop 
in  Plainfield  Township,  where  he  manufactured 


U'S 

whisky  barrels,  flour  barrels  and  kegs,  quite  exten¬ 
sively  for  some  years.  He  too,  spent  the  last  years 
of  his  life  on  the  homestead  in  Northampton 
County,  resting  from  his  earthly  labors  in  1868.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  before  her  marriage  with 
John  Bruch,  was  Miss  Mary  Shaum,  of  German  an¬ 
cestry,  and  born  in  the  same  county  as  her  husband. 
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Their  children  were  ten  in  number,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  years  of  maturity. 

David  Bruch  was  the  second  child  of  the  first 
marriage  of  his  father,  and  remained  on  the  farm 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  was  then  appren¬ 
ticed  to  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  after  one  year’s 
service,  associating  himself  with  a  partner,  engaged 
as  a  carpenter  and  builder,  which  they  followed  for 
five  years.  He  then  purchased  twenty-four  acres 
of  land  in  Plainfield  Township,  erected  a  dwelling, 
and  renting  additional  land,  engaged  in  farming 
until  July,  1864.  The  Rebellion  being  then  in 
progress  he  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  153d  Pa.  Vol.  Inf.,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville  and 
Gettysburg.  He  was  in  the  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  with  his  regiment  received  an  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  in  July,  1865.  Upon  his  return 
home  he  resumed  farming  until  the  following  year. 
In  the  spring  of  1866,  he  took  possession  of  his 
uncle’s  farm,  which  he  operated  for  one  year,  and 
thence  removed  to  the  farm  of  his  grandfather, 
which  he  occupied  for  five  successive  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time,  until  1872,  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  live-stock  dealer,  and  then  determined 
to  go  West.  After  crossing  the  Father  of  Waters 
he  came  to  Lisbon,  and  rented  a  farm  north  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  upon  which  he  lived  for  two  years.  In 
1875  he  opened  a  meat-market  in  Lisbon,  and  op¬ 
erated  it  fora  time,  and  in  1880  he  purchased  the 
City  Hotel,  and  became  its  active  manager.  In 
1883  Mr.  Bruch  erected  the  tasteful  and  commo¬ 
dious  hotel  building  which  he  now  occupies.  It  is 
built  of  brick,  contains  twenty-two  rooms  conven¬ 
iently  arranged  and  well  furnished,  and  is  in  all  re¬ 
spects  one  of  the  most  popular  public  houses  in 
this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Bruch  was  married  in  1850,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Shaw.  Mrs.  B.  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  12,  1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Nickson 
Shaw,  a  native  of  Quakertown,  Pa.,  and  of  English 
descent  and  parentage.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  was  Ellen  Heller;  she  was  born  in  Bucks 
County,  Pa.,  and  descended  from  the  German. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  have  become  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Ellen  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Stufiiet,  and  lives  in  Rapids  City,  D.  T. ;  the  two 
next  were  Amanda  C.  and  Lillie  A- ;  Alvin  mar- 
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ried  Miss  Eslie  Manwell,  and  lives  in  Lisbon;  the 
remainder  are  Agnes  L.,  John  and  William.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  are  members  c*f  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Politically  Mr.  B.  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  so¬ 
cially  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  II.,  Daniel  Buck  Post 
No.  40. 


?I LLIAM  KING,  a  highly  respected  resi¬ 
dent  of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  also  a  native  of 
the  city,  having  been  born  here  on  the  9th 
of  May,  1853.  lie  is  the  son  of  David  W.  and 
Mary  A.  (Singer)  King.  David  King  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  removed  to  Linn  County  from 
Michigan  in  about  the  year  1848,  securing  posses¬ 
sion  by  entrance  and  by  purchase  together  of  about 
five  sections  of  land,  being  the  first  settler  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river.  He  and  his  family  made  the 
journey  from  Michigan  by  ox-teams,  camping  and 
cooking  by  the  wayside,  and  his  father  and  mother 
crossed  the  river  in  a  canoe,  the  latter  being  the 
first  white  woman  to  cross  at  this  point.  In  due 
time  other  families  came  in  and  the  town  began  to 
settle  up  quite  rapidly.  Mr.  King  platted  on  his 
own  land  the  original  site  of  Kingston,  or  what  is 
now  West  Cedar  Rapids,  in  the  meantime  living  in 
a  log  house  which  he  had  built.  lie  subsequently 
erected  a  brick  house  which  was  considered  very 
fine  in  those  days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
stricken  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  1854,  when 
forty-five  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
and  was  sixty-eight  years  old  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1886.  She  says  when  they  first  settled  here  there 
were  about  700  Indians  encamped  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  which  finally  settled  up  rapidly  and  be¬ 
came  the  main  town  until  1854,  when  the  East  side 
began  to  gain  upon  it. 

David  W.  King  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children.  The  early  life  of  our  subject,  William 
King,  was  passed  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  limited  education.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  began  to  assist  his  father  and  continued  em¬ 
ployed  about  the  farm  until  he  was  nineteen.  He 
then  went  to  learn  the  machinist  trade  in  the  shops 
of  the  B.,  C.  R.  <fc  N.  R.  R.,  under  the  instruction 
of  R.  W.  Bushnell,  and  in  1881  entered  the  service 


of  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  R.,  being  located  at  OxS 
ford  Junction,  and  in  the  following  February  ref 
ceived  his  appointment  as  foreman  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  round-house.  He  was  subsequently  placer 
in  charge  of  the  locomotive  department  of  what 
was  then  known  as  the  R.  &  8.  W.  Division,  whicl 
is  now  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  Ottumwa,  and  in  the  va*j 
rious  positions  which  he  has  filled  has  performer: 
his  duties  creditably  and  satisfactorily.  He  is  the 
owner  of  considerable  real  estate  in  the  city,  and  iif 
1886  put  up  a  handsome  business  block. 

Mr.  King  was  married  on  the  9th  of  May,  1878{j 
to  Miss  Elena,  the  daughter  of  John  Coleman, 
prosperous  gunsmith  of  Cedar  Rapids.  They  havtj 
no  children.  Mrs.  K.  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  i 
Church,  and  Mr.  K.,  although  reared  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  faith,  is  not  connected  with  any  church  ore  i 
ganization.  He  is  Republican  in  politics. 

When  Mr.  K.  became  of  age  he  received  his 
share  of  his  father’s  land  and  bought  out  the  othei 
heirs.  Its  value  then  did  not  exceed  $2,500,  buf 
through  his  judicious  management  it  has  becom< 
very  valuable. 
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JOSEPH  S.  COWAN  came  to  the  Ilawkej 
State  when  a  young  man.  He  was  born  ii: 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  April  11,  1830,  an 
his  father,  A.  T.  Cowan,  was  a  native  of  th 
same  county.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Cowan,  wa: 
a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  his  great 
grandfather  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  t 
America  and  located  in  that  county.  Joseph  Cowan 
when  a  young  man,  removed  from  Franklin  to  A1 
legheny  County,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settler: 
of  that  section,  and  there  his  life  terminated. 

A.  T.  Cowan,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  mar 
ried  to  Miss  Margaret  Sample,  born  in  Fayetti 
County,  and  reared  in  Mercer,  where  her  paren 
were  early  settlers.  In  1855  he  came  to  Franklii 
Township,  Linn  County,  and  engaged  in  farmings 
He  remained  here  until  1879,  and  then  removed  t< 
Tama  County;  he  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son 
Joseph  S.  Cowan  grew  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania, 
received  a  fair  education,  and  when  quite  young 


fife] 


WfimiiMmU 


mininiixi 


_ jj 

psss 

tbarrxxiifei 

iTTiri'XT 

i  lkxtui 

irT^tTi  ~l 

learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  un¬ 
til  1854,  when  he  came  West,  and  with  a  brother 
purchased  land  in  Franklin  Township,  on  section 
27.  They  boarded  with  Joseph  Morford  and  split 
rails  to  fence  their  property.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  they  commenced  making  brick,  and  in  1856 
erected  a  brick  house  for  Mr.  Morford.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  did  the  carpenter  work  himself,  making  all  the 
door-casings  and  the  window-sash  by  hand,  work¬ 
ing  it  from  rough  lumber.  Soon  afterward  he  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  farming  entirely,  and  in  1878 
traded  this  land  for  a  tract  in  Virginia.  He  re¬ 
moved  there  with  the  expectation  of  making  it  his 
home.  He  became  dissatisfied  with  his  bargain, 
however,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five  months 
traded  back  and  returned  to  Iowa,  where  he  has 
since  remained. 

Mr.  Cowan  was  married  in  June,  1857,  to  Miss 
Eliza  J.  Crawford,  a  native  of  Washington  County 
Pa.  Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Hall) 
Crawford,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

40+  “>§>•  ijc  -HH- 

THOMAS  S.  BARD  WELL,  M.  D.,  the  pioneer 
physician  of  Marion,  was  born  in  Pendleton, 
Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  20,  1827.  He 
went  with  his  parents  to  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  in  1837. 
His  father,  Dr.  Leonard  Bardwell,  was  appointed 
Contract  Surgeon  for  the  Government  at  Rock 
Island  in  1838,  which  position  he  held  for  one  year, 
and  the  family  then  removed  to  Davenport,  this 
State,  where  they  remained  the  following  three 
years,  and  then  came  to  Marion.  In  the  meantime 
the  father  of  our  subject  had  purchased  a  farm 
called  “  Round  Grove.”  This  was  located  ten 
miles  north  of  Marion,  in  what  is  now  Otter  Creek 
Township.  Here  his  son,  Thomas  S.,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  was  employed  at  farming  until  1848, 
his  spare  time  being  devoted  to  the  study  of  medi¬ 
cine.  In  due  time  he  took  a  regular  course  in  the 
University  of  Missouri,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1849-50. 

Soon  after  receiving  his  diploma  Dr.  Bardwell 
entered  practice  at  Marion,  which  he  has  continu¬ 
ously  followed  for  thirty-six  years.  He  has  been  a 
faithful  student  and  a  skillful  practitioner,  and  has 


secured  hosts  of  friends  and  patrons  throughouf 
Linn  County.  In  1863,  during  the  war,  he  wac 
commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  9th  Iowa  Infantry,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  the  termination  of 
the  conflict.  After  his  return  from  the  army,  hep 
received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  at  Marion, 
which  he  held  for  three  years.  He  afterward  b^ 
came  editor  of  the  Marion  and  Linn  County 
ocrat. 
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Dr.  Bardwell  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 


the 

county,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  Iowa.  His  father,  Dr.  Leonard'; 
Bardwell,  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  anc 
well  read  in  his  profession.  He  was  a  native  offe 
Massachusetts,  born  at  Belchertown,  in  1802,  and 
died  in  the  prime  of  life  in  1847,  in  this  county. 
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EMUEL  D.  JORDAN  is  one  of  the  sturdy 
New  Englanders  who  did  their  share  inf: 
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making  a  path  through  the  prairies  and  the  pj| 
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forests  of  the  Vest.  He  was  born  in  Danville,  Cum 
berland  Co.,  Me.,  July  9,  1813.  His  father,  Eben 
ezer  Jordan,  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father 
near  Danville,  and  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Dyer,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  place.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following-named  chil 
dren:  James,  George,  Lydia  and  Polly,  all  of  whom 
died  in  Cumberland  County,  Me. ;  the  subject  o 
our  sketch  was  the  second;  Charles  died  in  thi: 
county;  Chandler  has  a  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  volume;  Eben  lives  on  the  Dyer  homestead  ii 
Danville;  Nelson  is  in  Kansas,  and  Rufus  in  Lewis 
ton,  Me. 

Lemuel  I).  Jordan  remained  witn  his  parents  un 
til  he  attained  his  majority,  after  which  he  wa 
variously  occupied  until  the  spring  of  1840,  when 
he  started  on  horseback  for  Iowa.  On  account  of 
scarcity  of  feed  he  was  obliged  to  dispense  with  his 


horse  and  proceed  on  foot,  arriving  in  Linn  County 


in  April,  spending  the  first  night  with  George  Fris- 
bee.  He  spent  one  day  at  Linn  Grove,  and  on  the 
following  day  started  on  foot  to  look  up  a  location. 
He  marked  out  a  claim,  returned  for  his  horse  and 
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some  oxen,  and  reached  his  claim  again  in  May.  t3 
He  returned  to  Danville,  Me.,  and  was  married,  in 
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1843,  to  Nancy  McKinney,  who  was  born  in  Dan¬ 
ville.  After  their  marriage  they  started  for  their 
far  western  home,  arriving  here  after  a  journey  of 
four  weeks.  They  set  up  housekeeping  in  the  log 
cabin  which  he  had  previously  built.  Me  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  844  acres.  The  ox-team  has  given 
way  to  blooded  horses,  and  his  fields  are  now  culti¬ 
vated  with  costly  farm  machinery. 

In  the  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jordan  are 
seven  children.  The  record  is  as  follows:  George, 
Sarah,  Octavia,  Mary,  Walter  and  Clarence  L.  Po- 
litically  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  Democrat. 
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HARDEN  A.  BARR,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and 

junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Lewis  &  Barr, 

proprietors  of  the  Southern  Hotel,  is  a  native 

of  New  England,  and  was  born  at  Fall  River,  Mass., 

Dec.  27, 1851 .  Ilis  father,  Allen  Barr,  was  a  weaver 

byr  trade,  and  during  his  entire  lifetime  was  never 

more  than  twelve  miles  away  from  his  native  town. 

John  Barr,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 

in  1792,  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  the 

United  States  in  1827.  He  was  also  a  weaver  by 

trade,  and  followed  this  occupation  in  New  York 

City,  and  in  1835  removed  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  and 

thence  to  Fall  River.  In  1848  lie  removed  with  his 

family  to  Wisconsin,  where  the  parents  spent  the 

remainder  of  their  days  near  Geneva. 

Allen  Barr,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  one 

year  old  when  his  parents  came  to  the  United 

States,  and  he  is  still  living  at  Lawrence,  Mass.  In 

early  manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 

Richards,  a  native  of  Novia  Scotia  and  the  daujrh- 

© 

ter  of  David  Richards,  who  came  to  this  country 
in  1810,  when  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  became  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Donnie,  Lena  S.  and  Charles  A. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home  un- 
g  til  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  in  the  mean- 
,  time  having  attended  the  public  schools  and  grad¬ 
uated  at  the  Oliver  Grammar  School.  He  then 
went  to  Boston  and  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry-goods 
store  for  the  following  seven  years.  He  subse¬ 
quently  occupied  a  similar  position  with  the  Beach 
Soap  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Lawrence,  Mass., 


and  soon  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  The  fol-  L 
lowing  seven  years  were  spent  in  traveling  in  the  a 
interests  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Barr  came  west  in  188(1,  having  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  East,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Lewis  Sj 
purchased  the  house  of  which  he  is  at  present  joint  a 
proprietor.  They  soon  refitted  and  refurnished  it 
in  first-class  style,  and  in  connection  with  this  busi 
ness  Mr.  Barr  has  exercised  his  mental  energy  and 
business  talent  with  excellent  results. 
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The  marriage  of  Mr.  Barr  and  Miss  Hall,  of  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Conn.,  was  celebrated  Nov.  29, 1876.  Mrs. 
B.  is  the  daughter  of  Miles  and  Louisa  (Miller)  Hall, 
and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lawrence  High  School,  in 
Massachusetts.  Her  father  was  for  many  years  a 
Selectman  of  Middletown,  a  member  of  tbe  School 
Board,  and  prominent  in  the  politics  of  that  vicin¬ 
ity,  being  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Charles  A.  Barr  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  general  welfare  of  the  communit}7. 


OSEPII  \V.  BAKER,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
dairyman,  owns  and  occupies  300  acres  of  •  " 
good  land,  on  section  2,  College  Township.  : 
In  his  farming  and  business  operations  he  s 
has  uniformly  met  with  success,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  as  a  citizen  and  neighbor  in  the  vicinity 
where  he  has  been  well  known  for  the  last  thirty- 
live  years. 

Mr.  Baker  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Feb.  15, 
1834.  Ilis  father,  Caleb  Baker,  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  was  a  tradesman,  and  also  carried  on  farming 
in  his  native  State.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first  ■ 
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wife  having  been  Miss  Hainan,  who  lived  and  died 
in  the  same  State.  The  second  wife,  and  the 

3  :  i 

mother  of  our  subject,  was  Miss  Lucinda  Cooper, 
who  was  married  to  Caleb  Baker  in  Virginia,  and 
coming  West  to  Missouri  with  her  husband,  died  in 
Holt  County,  in  September,  1878,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  having  survived  her  husband 
twenty-five  years.  The  latter  departed  this  life 

•  l 

in  College  Township,  Linn  County,  in  August, 
1853.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  people  of 
high  moral  principle  and  were  sincere  Christians. 
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Before  coming  to  Iowa  the  elder  Baker  had  been 
engaged  in  coopering,  and  for  a  short  time  was  a 
resident  of  Tennessee  and  the  neighbor  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  upon  whose  premises  he  was  often  em¬ 
ployed.  The  parental  family  consisted  of  eight 
children,  four  by  each  wife,  and  our  subject  was 
the  youngest  of  the  whole. 

Joseph  W.  Baker  first  crossed  the  Mississippi  in 
1851,  with  his  parents,  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of 
Government  land,  which  they  proceeded  to  improve 
and  cultivate  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  perma¬ 
nent  home.  Three  years  later,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Davey,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents  in  Col- 
lege  lownship.  Mrs.  Baker  was  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  J.  (Mitchell)  Davey,  natives  of 
England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  their 
youth  and  settled  in  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  where 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  B.,  was  subsequently  born 
March  4,  1835.  Her  mother  died  while  she  was  a 
babe  of  four  months  old.  Her  father  subsequently 
removed  to  Iowa,  remaining  a  widower  for  nearly 
twelve  years.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Charlotta 
4\  illis,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  a  son  and  daughter.  Mr.  Davey  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  College  Township,  and  there  was 
then  only  a  log  cabin  within  the  present  limits  of 
the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  remained  a  resident 
of  this  township  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  13,  1880,  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years,  he  having  been  born  in  Cornwall  County, 
England,  Dec.  10,  1806.  The  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Davey,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  Aug.  7,  1810, 
survived  her  husband  about  five  years,  dying  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1885. 

Mrs.  Baker  remained  at  the  home  of  her  father 
until  her  marriage  with  our  subject.  She  became 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  record  is 
as  follows:  William  A.  and  Harriet  E.  are  de¬ 
ceased;  James  M.  married  Miss  Josephine  Snouffer, 
and  they  are  living  in  Cedar  Rapids;  William  B.  is 
carrying  on  business  for  himself;  E.  Jerome  mar- 
lied  Miss  Martha  Yerger,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade  in  Cedar  Rapids;  John  W.  is  at 
home ;  George  D.  is  engaged  with  the  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  Oil  Company;  William  A.  married  Miss  Ada 
Minor,  and  lives  in  College  Township;  Sarah  E. 


and  R.  Esdras  are  at  home.  The  family  occupy  a 
comfortable  residence,  and  the  parents  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Baker  is 
an  uncompromising  Democrat.  He  is  popular  with 
his  party  in  this  vicinity,  and  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  County  Central  Committee.  He  has 
been  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  five  years,  and 
is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  and  farm¬ 
ers  of  this  locality. 

-w»- 

II.  G.  LEWIS,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Southern  Hotel,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was 
born  at  Blandford,  Mass.,  May  24,  1841, 
and  was  the  twelfth  child  of  Horatio  G. 
and  Annie  (A\  heeler)  Lewis,  both  natives  of  Ston- 
ington,  Conn.  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  cooper  by  trade, 
which  business  he  followed  for  many-  years.  About 
the  year  1829  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Blandford, 
which  he  operated  until  his  death,  in  1846.  His 
widow  survived  him  over  thirty'  years,  dying  in 
1880.  The  household  circle  included  twelve  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  one  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years.  The  nine  living  are  Will¬ 
iam  M.,  Martha  A.,  Gideon  P.,  Mary  J.,  Benjamin 
P.,  Ellen  M.,  Marion,  Prances  A.  and  Alexander 
PI.  G. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  from  the  time  he  was 
four  years  old  until  he  was  seventeen,  lived  with 
his  brother  William,  most  of  the  time  attending 
school.  At  this  period  of  his  life  he  determined  to 
paddle  his  own  canoe,  ’  and  engaged  in  farming 
and  teaching  school  until  1861.  He  then  took  a 
course  of  study  at  Wesleyan  Academy,  in  Wil bra- 
ham,  Mass.,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  the  Civil 
A  ar  being  then  in  progress,  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  31st  Massachusetts  Infantry,  as  a  private.  After 
one  month’s  service  he  was  promoted  Second  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  after  seven  months  received  his  com¬ 
mission  as  First  Lieutenant,  which  he  retained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  His  regiment  formed  the 
body-guard  for  Gen.  Butler,  while  in  New  Orleans, 
and  although  Mr.  Lewis  was  engaged  in  many  battles 
and  skirmishes,  he  was  neither  wounded  nor  taken 
prisoner,  but  was  only  confined  to  the  hospital  by 
brief  sickness.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  L.  re- 
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turned  to  his  old  home,  and  subsequently  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  of  140  acres  in  Russell,  Mass.,  which 
he  occupied  for  the  three  years  following,  and  then 
selling  out,  removed  to  Springfield.  In  1868  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Hampden  County, 
which  position  lie  held  for  the  following  six  years. 
In  1877  he  secured  the  appointment  again,  and 
held  it  until  his  removal  to  Cedar  Rapids,  in  1886. 
While  living  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  he  was  engaged 
in  real-estate  transactions,  and  also  carried  on  the 
livery  business,  in  which  he  is  still  interested,  own¬ 
ing  the  largest  livery  and  sale  stable  in  that  city*. 

On  Christmas  Day,  during  one  of  the  earlier 
years  of  the  war,  while  home  on  a  furlough,  Mr. 
Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  S., 
the  daughter  of  Abel  Purcell.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children — Frederick  R.  and  Lizzie 
B.,  both  of  whom  are  with  their  father  at  the 
Southern  Hotel.  Mrs.  Lewis  departed  this  life  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1874,  greatly  mourned  by  her 
family  and  lamented  by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  the  early  part  of  188G,  in  company  with 
Charles  A.  Barr,  Mr.  Lewis  purchased  the  Southern 
Hotel,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  Since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  energies  toward  making  it  the  first  public 
house  in  the  city,  and  has  met  with  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess.  Mr.  Lewis,  in  politics,  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  uniformly  casts  his  vote  in 
support  of  its  principles. 


engaged 


ICHAEL  DOSTAL,  successfully 
as  a  butcher,  in  Cedar  Rapids,  deals  in  alj 
kinds  of  meats,  and  is  located  at  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Third  street  and  Tenth  avenue. 
The  business  was  established  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and 
has  been  successfully  conducted  by  Mr.  Dostal.  He 
is  known  throughout  the  community  as  an  enter¬ 
prising  business  man,  upright  in  his  dealing  and 
full  of  industry  and  energy. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  fine  representative 
of  that  valuable  foreign  element  which  has  assisted 
so  materially  in  the  development  of  the  West.  He 
was  born  in  Bohemia,  July  10,  1832,  and  named 
after  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in  the  same  busi¬ 
ness.  The  latter  was  married,  in  his  native  country, 
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to  Miss  Katie  Ilenak,  who  died  there  after  the  birth 
of  two  children,  our  subject  and  his  sister  Katiejj  } 
who  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Medulorn,  and  live 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  The  father  subsequently  emigra#jj 
ted  to  the  United  States,  with  his  family,  and  died;, 
in  this  city  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-tw<jj  i 
years. 

*  ....  H  ‘ 

Michael  Dostal  was  married,  in  his  native  Bolj-ii 
nemia,  to  Miss  Katie  Chapeek,  and  they  became' 
the  parents  of  four  children  before  coming  to  this  i 
country:  Michael,  Jr.,  married  Anna  Moravec;  ri 
and  they  reside  in  Cedar  Rapids,  young  Michael 
being  also  engaged  in  butchering ;  Katie  married  }{ 
Joseph  Frederick,  a  butcher  of  Cedar  Rapidsjj 
Joseph  is  engaged  with  his  father  in  business S 
Frank,  also  with  his  father,  married  Miss  Anna 
Bechicka,  and  the}'  reside  with  our  subject. 


HANDLER  JORDAN,  a  pioneer  of  Maine 
Township,  and  one  of  its  most  honored  citi-e  j; 
zens,  is  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock-raiser;  [ 
lie  was  born  in  Dan£  j 
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and  resides  on  section  14 

ville,  Cumberland  Co.,  Me.,  March  2,  1820 

father,  Ebenezer  Jordan,  was  a  native  of  the  sam» 

region,  and  was  born  Nov.  10,  1789.  The  grand-; 

father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Jordan,  was  boril  ! 

at  Falmouth,  near  Cape  Elizabeth,  May  13,  1764“  ^ 

His  great-grandfather,  Benjamin  Jordan,  was  born  \ 

near  Cape  Elizabeth,  Cumberland  Co.,  Me.,  in  1738ip[ 

He  was  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  [ 

War,  and  after  the  close  of  his  military  career  en-  \ 

gaged  in  farming.  He  was  of  the  third  generation  ^ 

from  Rev.  Robert  Jordan,  a  native  of  England,  wh< 

came  to  America  in  about  1639,  and  settled  al 

Richmond’s  Island,  near  Scarborough.  His  bridij 

was  Miss  Sarah  Winter,  and  by  this  marriage  lu 

became  one  of  the  great  landed  proprietors  of  thaj 

region.  His  plantation  was  called  Spurwinkj 

Owing  to  his  religious  affinities  and  associates,  Mrj 

Jordan  was  an  object  of  suspicion  and  hostility  t(j  n 

the  Puritan  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  who  for*  i 

-  1 

bade  him  to  marry  or  baptize.  He  continued,  how*  \ 
ever,  to  discharge  these  duties  until  the  general  1 

was  confined  in  Boston  prison  from  1G54  to  1 0 6 3^ 
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court  of  Massachusetts  ordered  his  arrest,  and  lu 


His  petition  for  release  is 


He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  char- 


a  period  of  nine  years, 
istill  extant. 

jacter,  with  a  fine  education,  and  was  a  Judge  for 
many  years.  He  died  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  in 
1G79. 

The  records  of  the  Jordan  family  have  been 
preserved  with  great  care,  and  show  a  long  line  of 
descendants  of  whom  both  the  men  and  the  women 
were  characterized  by  great  courage,  morality  of 
character  and  love  of  learning.  They  almost  with¬ 
out  exception,  on  the  male  side  of  the  house,  occu¬ 
pied  prominent  positions  and  were  recognized  as 
leaders  and  teachers. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Jor¬ 
dan,  was  married  March  4,  1786,  to  Miss  Sarah 
McKenney,  and  soon  after  his  marriage  removed  to 
Pegypscot  Run,  now  Danville,  in  Androscoggin 
Co.,  Me.  He  was  an  early  pioneer  there  and  set¬ 
tled  upon  wild  land,  which  consisted  largely  of 
timber.  With  the  indomitable  energy  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers,  he  set  himself  to  work,  and  in  due  time  the 
fields  of  a  smiling  farm  blossomed  out  of  the  wil¬ 
derness.  His  mother  had  been  a  lady  of  deep 
piety  and  she  had  religiously  trained  her  son  in  her 
own  inherent  beliefs.  His  motto  was,  “  As  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  God.”  His  religious 
principles  were  carried  out  in  his  daily  life,  and 
established  for  him  a  character  of  high  morality 
and  unimpeachable  truth.  He  died  March  24, 
1854. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Jordan,  was 
a  farmer  and  drover  in  his  early  years,  and  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  affairs  of  his  county. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sallie  Dyer,  a 
native  of  his  own  town,  born  Dec.  16, 1791.  After 
an  excellent  life  endowed  with  all  womanly  virtues, 
she  passed  to  the  silent  land,  Feb.  4, 1864.  He  sur¬ 
vived  her  ten  years,  dying  Dec.  4,  1874.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  sons  and 
two  daughters,  whom  they  reared  to  those  princi¬ 
ples  of  truth,  honor  and  honesty,  which  distin¬ 


guished  the  family  down  through  a  long  line  of 
:  ancestry. 

Chandler  Jordan  was  the  fifth  child  and  fourth 
son  of  his  parents.  He  was  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm,  received  a  fair  education,  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  1841,  when  he  went  to  Boston  and 


engaged  as  clerk  in  a  provision  store,  and  remained 
there  three  years.  He  was  a  good  reader  and  kept 
himself  informed  of  what  was  going  on  around 
him.  He  found  that  the  Territory  of  Iowa  was 
proving  a  good  field  for  energetic  men,  and  resolved 
to  come  here.  Previous  to  this  time  Lemuel  Jor¬ 
dan,  an  elder  brother  of  our  subject,  had  traveled 
over  this  same  route,  and  had  established  himself 
in  Linn  County,  so  that  Chandler  was  not  entirely 
among  strangers.  He  made  a  claim  immediately 
upon  arriving  here. 

Mr.  Jordan’s  first  purchase  in  this  vicinity  was 
eighty  acres  of  prairie  and  fifty-four  acres  of  tim¬ 
ber  land.  He  erected  a  log  cabin  sixteen  feet 
square,  and  in  this  humble  abode  commenced  house¬ 
keeping.  The  building  at  first  was  erected  on  the 
northwest  part  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  14, 
and  a  year  after  his  marriage  another  man  entered 
the  land,  and  he  was  obliged  to  remove  his  cabin, 
which  he  did  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  on  land  he 
had  previously  entered.  This  humble  abode  con¬ 
stituted  their  home  for  three  years,  when  he  erected 
a  dwelling  of  hewn  logs,  which  served  their  pur¬ 
pose  until  1861.  He  kept  on  building,  and  the  final 
result  was  a  handsome  brick  dwelling  which  he  has 
since  occupied.  He  now  has  600  acres. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chandler  Jordan  and  Miss 
Sarah  D.  Waterhouse  was  celebrated  June  2,  1847. 
Mrs.  Jordan  is  a  native  of  Danville,  Me.,  and  was 
born  June  27,  1824.  Her  father,  Zebulon  Water- 
house,  was  a  native-  of  Gorham,  Cumberland  Co., 
Me.,  and  born  Sept.  14,  1794.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Linn  County,  arriving  here  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1854.  Here  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  his  decease  occurring  Feb.  26,  1879. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Anna  Dyer,  who 
was  born  March  11,  1798,  and  died  Oct.  15,  1833. 


Joseph  Waterhouse;  he  was  an  early  settler  in  Dan¬ 
ville.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Larrabee,  who 
died  in  Cumberland  County,  Me. 

Six  children  came  to  bless  the  household  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jordan,  all  daughters  but  one,  and  of 
whom  only  two  are  living — Lydia  B.  and  Josephine 
J.  The  eldest,  Emma  E.,  was  born  March  13, 1852, 
and  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ward  Wood  bridge,  a 
prominent  physician  of  Waubeek,  where  she  de- 
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parted  this  life  Fel).  24,  1885,  leaving  four  children: 
( » race,  who  died  aged  eight  years;  Chandler,  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Dudley;,  the  latter  died  aged  fifteen 
months.  Anna  died  aged  three  years  and  nine 
months;  Warren,  the  only  son,  died  when  an  in¬ 
fant  of  eleven  months;  Lizzie  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years  and  four  months. 

Mr.  Jordan  commenced  tire  business  of  stock- 
breeding  in  1800,  his  first  steps  being  to  improve 
the  grades  which  were  already  in  his  possession  and 
in  1 874  engaged  in  earnest  in  the  raising  of  thor¬ 
ough-bred  stock,  his  specialt}-  being  the  Short-horn. 
For  this  purpose  he  imported  several  fine  animals 
directly  from  Scotland,  and  now  has  a  herd  of  sixty 
registered  cattle  of  the  finest  strain  of  animals 
known.  They  are  models  of  beauty  and  symmetry, 
and  as  a  stock-breeder,  Mr.  Jordan  is  celebrated  all 
over  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jordan  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
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LIAB  A.  VAUGHN,  of  Marion  Township, 
who  is  living  on  section  30,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  June  1,  1829.  When  he  was  twelve  years 
old  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  they 
settled  in  Linn  County,  which  has  since  been  the 
home  of  our  subject,  with  the  exception  of  three 

n  years  spent  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

His  parents  were  William  and  Irene  (Axtel) 
Vaughn,  natives  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  where 

S_.  they  were  reared  and  married.  They  removed 
!|  from  their  native  county  to  Mercer  County  in  the 
same  State,  whence  they  proceeded  to  Ohio,  and 
lived  for  three  years.  In  1841  they  came  into 
Linn  County  and  settled  in  Marion  Township  where 
they  remained  until  their  decease.  The  mother 
died  Nov.  28,  1852,  and  her  husband  Jan.  5,  1878. 

Young  Vaughn  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  About  that  time 
the  gold  excitement  in  California  was  leading  many 
young  men  thither,  and  Mr.  Vaughn  determined  to 
join  that  caravan.  He  crossed  the  plains  and  com¬ 
menced  mining  and  lumbering  on  the  Columbia 
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GEORGE  W.  WYNN,  civil  engineer  of  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  is  thoroughly  posted  in  all  the 
details  of  his  profession,  including  the  con¬ 
struction  of  bridges,  masonry,  drainage,  city  im¬ 
provements  of  all  kinds,  the  development  of  water 
power,  etc.,  and  also  furnishes  maps,  plans  and 
specifications,  and  prepares  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
construction  of  everything  pertaining  to  his  line. 
Mr.  W.  is  considerd  a  master  in  this  department  of 
what  might  properly  be  termed  both  art  and  science, 
and  has  built  up  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation 
from  his  operations  along  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  born  Sept.  24, 
1840,  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Amanda  (Alexander)  Wynn,  natives 
respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  His  father 
was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  and  was  a  fine  rep¬ 
resentative  of  an  honorable  line  of  Welsh  ancestry. 
The  mother  descended  from  the  Scotch-Irish  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  the  parental  household  in¬ 
cluded  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased  : 
Cyrus  is  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids ;  Sarah  A.  is 
married  and  lives  in  Ohio ;  George  W.  of  our  sketch, 
and  F.  M.  also  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Thomas  Wynn 
went  to  California  in  1850,  and  died  there  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year.  The  mother  remained  in  Ohio,  sur¬ 
viving  her  husband  until  1875. 


River,  finally  going  into  Oregon.  He  met  with 
fair  success,  and  afterward  was  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  stock  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

The  marriage  of  Eliab  A.  Vaughn  and  Miss  Liz¬ 
zie  Peirce  occurred  in  Minneapolis  March  18,  1858. 
Mrs.  Vaughn  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Hannah 
Peirce,  natives  of  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  March  1,  1838.  Their  union  has  been  blest 
by  the  birth  of  five  children — Laura  T.,  Loretta  R., 
William  W.,  David  N.  and  Arthur  E.  Isaac  N. 
died  Feb.  10,  1877;  Loretta  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  E. 
J.  Groeueveld,  and  resides  in  Deer  Lodge,  Mont. 

After  our  subject  returned  from  California,  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  300  acres  of  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V. 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in 
politics  Mr.  V.  is  a  Republican. 
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The  earlier  years  of  George  W.  Wynn  were 
mostly  spent  under  the  parental  roof  and  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  common  schools.  When  he  was  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  he  commenced  serving  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  at  carriage-making ;  after  three  years 
thus  occupied  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  in  the  spring  of 
1856.  He  followed  his  trade  here  for  four  years 
thereafter  and  was  then  employed  as  an  engineer  of 
the  Northwestern  Railroad  for  two  more  years. 
The  Cival  War  being  then  in  progress  he  enlisted 
in  the  20th  Iowa  Infantry,  Co.  II,  as  Sergeant,  and 
after  serving  one  year  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids 
and  again  followed  civil  engineering.  He  subse¬ 
quently  became  book-keeper  for  the  Star  Wagon 
Company  and  served  as  Secretary  for  four  years. 
He  was  also  for  the  same  length  of  time  Secretary 
for  the  Linseed  Oil  Company,  which  he  resigned  on 
account  of  ill-health,  and  again  resumed  out-door 
pursuits  as  before.  In  due  time  he  was  elected 


County  Surveyor,  serving  from  1880  to  1885,  and 
has  followed  his  profession  closely  since  that  time. 
He  is  Secretary  of  the  Marion  Water  Works  Com¬ 
pany,  and  from  1874  to  1878  was  one  of  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  Coe  College.  He  has  been  prominent  in 
this  vicinity  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  its  advance¬ 
ment  and  welfare,  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  matters 
of  general  interest.  He  is  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  the  .Second  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has 
been  an  Elder  of  this  denomination  for  some  time. 

Three  brothers  of  Mr.  Wynn  were  in  the  army — - 
Harrison,  Thomas  G.  and  Cyrus.  Harrison  died 
in  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans  of  typhoid  fever; 
Thomas  G.  was  captured  by  the  rebels  and  after 
nine  months’  imprisonment  was  paroled  and  finally 
met  his  death  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  the 
boiler  of  the  steamer  “Scotland”  while  on  his  way 
home  b}'  way  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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NK  of  the  largest  as  well  as 
one  of  the  hest  counties  of 
tlliS  beailtifuI  state  of  Iowa, 

Y  °ne.110'V  Un^ei  con’ 

line  history.  Less  than  half 
t-'JfX  KC  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  ter- 
W  lit0ry  110 W  comprising  the  county 

V)  Ip'  first  became  the  home  of  the  white 
'mj.5  man,  but  in  that  time  what  changes 

I\'  fL?  haVe  beeU  wrou§'bt.  A  country 

Y  K-  richly  endowed  by  nature,  which  for 
QJ  rO  long  centuries  was  only  the  abode  of 
£  \j  wild  beasts  and  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
for  a  time  by  the  wily  red  man  who 
roamed  at  will  over  its  broad  prairies  and  through 
its  groves,  fishing  in  its  streams,  or  hunting  the 
game  which  everywhere  abounded,  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  as  if  by  a  magician’s  wand  into  a  country 
inhabited  by  civilized  men,  who  have  built  cities, 

_ j  _in _  .  ....  ... 


men  and  women  who  were  the  pioneers  in  the  set¬ 
tlement  and  gave  their  best  energies  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  country.  The  toils  and  privations 
of  the  early  settlers  of  a  country  can  be  but  little 
realized  by  the  present  generation.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  not  even  upon  the  battle-field  has 


giving- 


ujuie  ucioism  ueen  suown  man  mat  ot  a  pioneer 
in  encountering  the  trials,  hardships  and  dangers  of 
a  life  in  a  new  country. 

I  he  question  is  often  asked  why  men  leave  the 
comforts  and  pleasures  of  civilized  lands  and  strike 
out  into  a  new  and  almost  unknown  country,  bear¬ 
ing  the  toils  and  privations  which  are  unavoidable. 
Not  more  from  choice  than  necessity  did  the  pio¬ 
neers  bid  farewell  to  the  playgrounds  of  their  child¬ 
hood  and  groves  of  their  fathers.  One  generation 
after  another  have  worn  themselves  out  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  avaricious  landlords,  or  to  eke  out  a  miser¬ 
able  existence  upon  barren  or  worn-out  lands,  which 
they  called  their  own.  From  the  first  flashes  of 
the  morning  light  and  to  the  last  glimmer  of  the 
setting  sun,  the}-  had  toiled  unceasingly  on  from 
father  to  son,  securing  only  the  bare  necessities  of 
life.  Money,  pride  and  power  were  handed  down 
in  the  line  of  succession  from  the  rich  father  to 
son,  while  unceasing  work,  continuous  poverty  and 
everlasting  obscurity  were  the  heritage  of  the  work¬ 
ing  man  and  his  children.  For  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  poor  man  to  remain  there  was  to 
follow  and  never  to  lead — to  be  poor  forever. 


towns  and  villages,  erected  beautiful  church  build¬ 
ings,  with  their  tall  spires  pointing  heavenward, 
planted  a  school-house  at  almost  every  cross-road, 
put  in  motion  manufactories,  built  railroads,  and 
made  for  the  present  and  future  generations  beau¬ 
tiful  homes  with  every  comfort  heart  can  desire. 
It  is  the  province  of  the  historian  to  relate  how  all 
this  was  brought  about.  In  doing  this  it  will  be 
necessary  to  record  the  experiences  of  the  grand 
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Without  money,  prestige  or  friends,  the  old  pio¬ 
neers  drifted  along  toward  the  garden  spot,  the 
place  where  they  might  establish  a  home  where  they 
might  educate  their  sons  and  daughters,  giving 
them  privileges  they  never  enjoyed  themselves. 
The  broad  prairies  and  beautiful  groves,  together 
with  an  abundance  of  ever  living  water,  of  this 
county  in  that  early  day  were  indeed  inviting  to 
those  seeking  a  home  in  a  more  favored  land,  and 
here  located  many  of  whom  the  present  generation 
have  reason  to  rise  up,  do  them  reverence  and  call 
them  blessed.  To  secure  and  adorn  the  homes  de¬ 
sired  by  the  pioneers,  more  than  ordinary  ambi¬ 
tion  was  required,  greater  than  ordinary  endurance 
demanded.  How  well  they  have  succeeded,  let 
the  broad,  cultivated  fields  and  fruit-bearing  orch¬ 
ards,  the  flocks  and  the  herds,  the  palatial  resi¬ 
dences,  the  places  of  business,  the  spacious  halls, 
the  clattering  car-wheels  and  engines  all  testify. 

The  first  settlers  of  the  new  country  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  day  know  nothing  of  the  trials  of  true  pioneer 
life.  There  was  a  time  when  pioneers  waded 
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through  the  deep  snows,  across  bridgeless  rivers 
and  through  bottomless  sloughs,  more  than  a  score 
of  miles  to  market,  and  when  more  time  was  re¬ 
quired  to  reach  and  return  from  [market,  then  is 
now  required  to  cross  the  continent  or  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  These  were  the  times  when  their  palaces 
were  constructed  of  logs  and  covered  with  “  shakes  ” 
riven  from  the  forest  trees.  These  were  the  times 
when  the  children  were  stowed  away  at  night  in  the 
low,  dark  attics,  amid  the  horns  of  the  elk  and  the 
deer,  and  where  through  the  chinks  and  “  shakes  ” 
they  could  count  the  twinkling  stars.  These  were 
the  times  when  the  chairs  and  the  bedsteads  were 
hewn  from  the  forest  tree?,  and  tables  and  bureaus 
constructed  from  the  boxes  in  which  the  goods 
were  brought.  These  were  the  days  when  all  j  were 
required  to  work  six  days  in  the  week  and  all  the 
hours  in  the  day  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  Now,  all 
this  is  changed.  In  viewing  the  blessings  which 
now  surround  us,  we  should  reverence  those  who 

P  ■ 

made  them  possible,  and  ever  fondly  cherish  in 
memory  the  sturdy  old  pioneer  in  his  log  cabin. 
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ESTWARD  the  Star  of 
Empire  takes  its  way.” 
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father  of  waters”— June  17,-1673.  Father  Mar¬ 
quette  continued  his  sail  down  the  majestic  river, 
with  joy  unsurpassed  and  inexpressible,  at  the 
beautiful  country  lying  on  either  shore,  and  on  the 
fourth  day — June  21,  made  a  landing  on  the  west 
bank  where  he  discovered  a  trail  made  by  human 
feet  which  he  followed.  This  led  him  through  a 
beautiful  meadow  and  to  an  Indian  village  on  the 
Des  Moines  River,  some  six  miles  from  the 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Keokuk.  The  voyagers 
were  warmly  received  by  the  Indians.  Father 
Marquette  remained  a  few  days  enjoying  the 
hospitality  of  these  native  children  (the  Illini  tribe), 
whose  language  he  understood,  and  then  resumed 
his  voyage.  Thus  Iowa,  the  “Beautiful  Land” 
was  first  discovered.  Over  a  hundred  years  passed 
away  before  it  was  occupied,  or  settled  by  a  white 
man  and  this  was  by  a  French  adventurer  bv  the 


ve  is  a  very  ap- 
lgM  j-fffflflpj propriate  text  from  which 

to  wr‘te  a  history,  though 
brief,  of  Linn  County, 
%  >  which  is  now  one  of  the 

foremost  counties  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 
It  is  situated  about  the  middle  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  with  two  con- 
siderable  streams  coursing  southeasterly 
SuXpta  through  it,  the  Wapsipinicon,  through 
the  northeastern  and  the  Cedar,  through 
C|^l$SeL  the  southwestern  part.  Before  going 

Ww  further,  however,  it  might  be  well  to 

^  briefly  give  the  history  of  discovery,  and 

the  succession  of  government  of  the  territory  of 
which  Iowa  is  now  composed  up  to  the  time  when 
this  county,  which  now  forms  so  important  a 
factor  in  the  history  and  development  of  the  State, 
was  first  organized. 

Passing  over  the  Mound  Builders,  of  whom  we 
know  but  little,  and  the  Indian,  of  whom  it  has 
been  the  general  policy  of  our  people  to  know  as 
little  as  possible,  the  first  man  then  to  disrnvpr 
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the  Mississippi  Valley  was  established.  The 
lower  country  was  called  the  Territory  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  upper,  the  District  of  Louisiana, 
in  which  the  territory  now  composing  the 
States  of  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Iowa  and  Minne¬ 
sota  was  contained,  and  was  attached  to  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  for  political  and  judicial 
purposes.  In  1807  Iowa  was  organized  with 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  so  remained  until 
1812,  when  it  formed  a  part  of  Missouri  Territory. 
When,  in  1821,  Missouri  formed  one  in  the  grand 
galaxy  of  States,  this  Territory  was  left  out  in  the 
cold.  Subsequently,  in  1834,  '*•  formed  a  part  of 
Michigan  Territory.  In  1836  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  was  formed  which  included  Iowa,  and 
the  territory  now  embraced  by  the  State  of 
Minnesota. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1S3S,  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
was  organized.  On  Dec.  28,  1S46,  Iowa  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Union. 

While  under  the  government  of  the  Territory 
ot  Michigan  in  1834  two  counties  were  formed 
from  this  Territory,  and  were  called  Dubuque  and 
Des  Moines,  the  line  separating  them  running 
westward  from  the  foot  of  Rock  Island.  These 
were  the  first  counties  organized  in  this  Territory, 
and  included  the  country  known  as  the  Black 
Hawk  Purchase,  and  contained  about  6,000,000 
acres  of  land. 

The  organization  of  Linn  county  antedates  that 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa. 

When  this  rich  and  extensive  domain  was  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Legislature  in 
November,  1837,  defining  the  geographical  boun¬ 
daries  of  Linn  County.  It  was  named  after  Lewis 
F.  Linn,  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Missouri. 

Linn  County  is  composed  of  twenty  congres¬ 
sional  townships.  Aside  from  the  two  rivers 
mentioned — the  Cedar  and  Wapsipinicon,  with 
their  little  feeders — the  county  has  Buffalo  Creek, 
which  courses  across  the  northeastern  part.  These 
water  courses  afford  ample  drainage  to  the  county, 
preserve  it  from  malarial  disturbances,  and  espe¬ 
cially  fit  it  for  stock  raising,  while  it  increases  its 
value  for  agricultural  pursuits.  There  are  some 
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good  quality  of  building  material,  and  there  is  s 


plenty  of  it.  There  is  also  yet  a  liberal  supply  of 
timber. 

The  county  abounds  in  beautiful  scenery  and 
pleasing  landscapes,  and  particularly  is  this  so 
along  the  rivers  and  streams.  Away  from  the  j 
water  courses  the  landscape  is  undulating  prairie, 
interspersed  with  beautiful  groves  of  hard  wood 
trees.  The  soil  is  unusually  uniform,  and  is  well 
adapted  for  grazing  or  the  cultivation  of  grain. 
As  a  dairy  county  it  has  few  superiors.  Its  many 
streams  and  innumerable  springs  are  most  invit-  jjj 
ing  for  stock,  and  the  dairyman.  The  water 
courses  are  clear  and  rapid,  dispensing  as  they  me¬ 
ander  with  graceful  sweep,  through  the  valleys 
and  around  the  hills,  cool,  refreshing  and  invigo-  3 
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rating  air. 


Free  from  miasmatic  poisons,  and  eminently 


in  this  broad  Union  more  desirable  as  a  place  of 
residence. 

Commended  by  all  of  these  advantages  it  was 
but  natural  that  the  tide  of  emigration  flowing 
Westward  from  the  Mississippi  should  soon  seek 
out  Linn  County,  and  resting  for  awhile  here  on  l  \ 
its  onward  march,  make  it  one  of  the  most  thrifty, 


populous  and  attractive  counties  in  the  great  State 


pE  l 

l 

Dubuque  un- 

|i 

ri 

n 

ii 

!! 
:l 


of  Iowa. 

The  lead  mines  at  Galena  and 
doubtedly  had  a  good  deal  of  influence  in  attract¬ 
ing  the  pioneer  at  first  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  beauty  and  fertility  of  these 
lands  soon  became  known,  and  their  fame  spread 
far  and  wide.  The  Black  Hawk  Purchase  was 
the  watchword.  It  was  the  beacon  light  that 
guided  the  pioneer  across  the  great  Father  of  Wa-  j 
ters,  and  directed  him  to  the  rich  and  beautiful  : 
homes  that  waited  his  occupancy. 

With  so  many  favorable  features  to  command 
attention  it  is  not  strange  that  Linn  County  se¬ 
cured  the  pioneer  and  the  emigrant;  that  her  set¬ 
tlements  multiplied  rapidly;  that  her  virgin  soil 
soon  became  familiar  with  the  plowshare;  that 
factories  were  established,  and  warehouses  stocked 
with  goods  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  were 
opened;  that  educational  and  religious  institutions 
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through  her  valleys  and  over  her  prairies  in  every 

direction,  and  that  civilization,  bringing  wealth, 
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refinement  and  culture,  spread  its  bright  wings 
over  a  land  where  but  a  few  years  back  there  had 


been  nothing  but  a  wilderness. 


It  is  often  a  difficult  matter  to  determine  who 
the  first  white  settler  of  a  county  was,  and  it  is  a 
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.  subject  sometimes  of  bitter  controversy,  but  in  the 
case  of  Linn  there  is  no  longer  any  dispute,  for  the 
pioneer  settler  here  is  still  living,  and  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  good  health  at  his  beautiful  home  on  the 
i  banks  of  Buffalo  Creek,  in  Buffalo  Township. 
His  name  is  Edward  M.  Crow  (see  sketch),  and 
to  him  is  conceded  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
white  man  to  settle,  and  commence  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  a  home  in  Linn  County.  In  1S34  he 
went  with  his  father  to  Chicago. 

The  elder  Crow  did  not  take  kindly  to  the 
miry  village  and  moved  from  there  to  a  place 
called  Hickory  Creek  in  Illinois.  From  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof  here,  Edward,  on  the  5th  day  of  June, 
1837,  being  then  of  age,  started  out  into  the  world 
to  build  up  for  himself  a  home  and  fortune.  In 
company  with  James  Dawson  he  started  west¬ 
ward,  and  was  joined  by  James  Gillilan.  They 
owned  a  team  of  horses  and  traveled  that  way, 
arriving  at  the  Mississippi  River  near  the  present 
From  here  they  went  to  Ful- 
in  the  construction  of  a  flat 
boat  on  which  they  embarked  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  Clinton,  Iowa,  where  the  party  separated,  Daw¬ 
son  with  the  team  starting  out  westward,  and  Crow 
and  Gillilan  going  up  the  Maquoketa  River  to  its 
confluence  with  the  Little  Maquoketa,  and  then, 
turning  southward,  reached  the  Mississippi  at 
Camanche.  From  there  they  took  passage  on  a 
steamboat  for  Burlington,  which  had  at  that  time 
but  one  store.  From  here  they  turned  about,  went 
up  the  Cedar,  and  finally  returned  to  Burlington, 
where  Gillilan  took  a  boat  for  Ohio.  This  left 
our  pioneer  alone  again,  but  undaunted,  he  started 
out  once  more  on  his  prospecting  tour,  and  this 
time  accompanied  by  a  stranger. 

These  men  traveled  about  for  a  while  when  they 
separated,  and  Crow  went  in  quest  of  Dawson, 
whom  he  had  heard  was  somewhere  in  the  country 
now  known  as  Linn  County.  Proceeding  up  the 
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VV apsipinicon  some  twenty-five  miles  he  crossed 
this  stream  and  soon  struck  the  trail  of  Dawson, 
and  finally  came  up  with  him  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Wheat  in  what  is  now  Jones  Count}". 
Crow  and  Dawson  then  started  for  Linn  County,  p: 
entering  it  at  a  point  near  what  is  now  called" 
Viola.  Here  Mr.  Crow  made  a  claim.  This  was 
in  July,  1S37.  Dawson  did  not  then  make  a  claim, 
but  after  assisting  Crow  to  mark  off  his  claim  and 
erect  a  shanty,  went  back  to  Jones  County,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Crow.  After  remaining  there  a  few 
days  they  started  for  Fox  River  for  provisions 
having  decided  that  their  locations  were  the  most 
desirable  of  all  the  country  they  had  seen  for  the 
building  up  of  homes. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August  Edward  Crow  re¬ 
turned  with  his  brother,  Garrison,  and  James  Daw¬ 
son,  pretty  fairly  equipped  to  begin  work  on  their 
new  possessions.  The  first  thing  done  was  the 
erection  of  a  cabin,  and  making  preparations 
for  winter.  About  this  time  there  came  into  the 
Crow  settlement  two  more  pioneers — Joselyn  and 
Russell.  In  October,  Illinois  was  again  visited  for 

supplies.  Returning  they — Crow  and  Joselyn _ 

were  overtaken  by  a  heavy  snowstorm.  They 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  cabin  of  Jacob  Mann  in 
Cherry  Grove,  near  the  Linn  County  line,  where 
they  remained  over  night.  The  following  day 
they  arrived  at  their  new  home,  having  been  ab¬ 
sent  about  five  weeks. 

Here  this  trio  of  pioneers— Edward  M.  Crow, 
his  brother  Garrison  and  James  Dawson  remained 
in  their  crude  cabin  through  the  winter, setting  up 
a  bachelor’s  hall.  Their  time  was  spent  mostly  in 
hunting,  tanning  their  pelts  and  trading  with  the 
Indians.  This  cabin 
what  was  known  as  the  Bi 
Township. 

Thus  was  the  nucleus  of  a  settlement 
formed  from  which  was  to  grow  the  future 
development  and  civilization  of  Linn  County. 

Edward  M.  Crow  remained  here  improving  his 
claim  until  1839,  when  he  sold  It  and  located  where 
he  now  l’esides.  Dawson  sold  his  claim  in  Jones 
County  in  1840  and  came  to  Linn  Grove  where 
he  bought  the  claim  held  by  Sarah  Mann.  The 
latter  part  of  this  year  he  married  Emeline  Wilcox. 
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He  has  been  dead  several  years.  Garrison  Crow 
married  Miss  Simmons,  lived  here  until  1S44, 
when  he  moved  to  Wisconsin,  and  from  thence  to 
Oregon.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  California 
where  he  died. 

In  the  fall  of  1 S37  Mr.  Mann  sold  his  claim 
just  across  the  line  in  Jones  County  to  his  brother 
David,  and  made  a  new  location  on  Big  Creek,  in 
Linn  County.  In  February,  1S38,  he,  with  his 
daughter  Sarah,  moved  onto  this  claim,  and  she 
was  the  first  woman  to  settle  in  Linn  County. 

Sarah  Mann,  commonly  called  “  Sal  Mann,” 
was  rather  a  crude  product  of  pioneer  life.  Her 
father  having  lived  the  most  of  his  life  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  civilization,  she  never  had  the  advantages 
arising:  even  from  the  maturing:  of  a  settlement. 
She  was  not  very  feminine  in  appearance  nor  in 
instincts;  but  she  had  a  warm  heart  and  did 
what  she  could  to  make  the  pioneers  who  spent  a 
day  or  so  with  her  father,  welcome.  Her  cuisine 
was  not  extensive,  yet  she  eked  it  out  to  the  best 
possible  advantage.  This  original  female  pioneer 
had  one  peculiar  trait  in  her  character,  and  that 
was  the  love  of  cats.  She  became  quite  a  breeder 
of  this  domestic  feline,  and  even  carried  it  to  a 
pecuniary  advantage,  supplying  many  a  household 
with  these  domestic  pets.  The  miss  of  the  present 
day,  the  product  of  an  advanced  civilization  and 
the  outgrowth  of  pioneer  settlements,  would  no 
doubt  be  offended  if  classed  with  the  same  species 
of  the  human  race  as  Sal  Mann.  Yet  who  shall 
draw  the  line  and  say  she  did  not  deserve  as 
much  credit  for  that  which  she  was — for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  her  duties  and  the  development  she  did 
make,  as  the  woman  who  was  reared  later  amid 
the  refinements  of  cultivated  society. 

When  Edward  Crow  and  party  returned  from 
the  East  where  they  had  been  on  business,  in  the 
spring  of  1S38,  there  came  back  with  them,  his 
father,  John  Crow,  John  Lyon,  O.  Bennett,  Charles 
Pinckney,  Benj.  Simmons,  Solomon  Peckham  and 
Alex.  Rhotan.  Rhotan  and  Peckham  made  claims 
near  the  Crow  settlement,  and  the  balance  of  the 
party  went  on  westward  and  located  at  Linn 
Grove. 

In  addition  to  persons  mentioned,  it  has  been 
estimated  that  there  came  into  the  county  in  1838 


some  fifty-five  pioneers,  many  of  whom  had  with 
them  their  families.  Some  of  these  crossed  the 
Cedar  River  and  located  in  the  timber  near  the 
town  of  Ely.  Of  this  party  there  were  Elisha  s  i 
Cox  and  Isham  and  John  Lloller.  This  neighbor¬ 
hood  was  called  Hoosier  Grove.  Isaac,  Joseph  and 
Abner  Cox  located  farther  west;  Abner  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Lawrence  farm. 

The  year  1839  increased  the  Linn  County  set¬ 
tlement  largely;  the  settlers  extending  their  loca¬ 
tions  into  the  rich  lands  of  Marion,  and  the  fertile 
and  attractive  valley  of  Otter  Creek.  Of  these 
settlers  there  were  Mr.  Stephens  and  his  wife.  This  3  i 
lady  was  the  first  woman  to  settle  in  the  Otter  Creek 
valley.  Among  the  settlers  in  the  Otter  Creek 
country  in  1839,  were  Dr.  James  Cummings,  Wm. 
Sullivan  and  Perry  Oliphant,  the  latter  of  whom 
raised  a  large  family  and  became  grandfather  to 
fifty-five  children,  and  greatgrandfather  to  twenty- 
seven.  The  first  preaching  in  the  county  is  said 
to  have  been  at  the  house  of  this  energetic  popu- 
lator  of  this  new  territory  in  1840.  Rev.  Mr. 
Hodges,  a  Methodist  minister  then  in  the  service 
of  the  church  as  a  circuit  rider,  preached  the  ser¬ 
mon.  The  first  school  was  opened  in  this  settle¬ 
ment  by  William  Skinner  during  the  winter  of 
1S41-42. 

Up  to  1838,  there  had  been  no  surveys  made,  a  | 
and  the  lines  defining  the  county  were  not  very  ’  ^ 
clearly  known.  The  settlement  of  anew  country 
brings  the  speculative  man  as  well  as  the  agricul¬ 
turist  and  mechanic.  There  are  few  pioneers  that 
are  not  also  tinged  with  this  spirit,  and  naturally  '  ^ 
enough  as  the  settlers  came,  in  the  geographical 
center  of  the  county  was  discussed  and  the  proba¬ 
ble  location  of  the  county  seat.  It  was  thought  at 
this  time  that  the  present  site  of  Bertram  was  very 
near  the  center  of  the  county,  and  in  this  locality 
the  seat  of  justice  would  undoubtedly  be  made. 

To  be  first  in  this  matter  was,  in  Israel  Mitch¬ 
ell’s  speculative  mind,  only  the  introduction  to 
large  wealth.  He  therefore  proceeded  with  more 
taste  than  discretion  to  lay  off  a  town,  which 
he  called  “Westport.”  Mitchell  came  in  some¬ 
time  in  the  the  spring  of  1S3S,  and  the  town  was 
laid  out  in  July  following,  and  was  located  in  Ber¬ 
tram  Township.  This  was  the  first  village  laid  • 
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1:  out  in  Linn  County,  and  in  this  which  was  to  be 

1  l 

i\~:  the  future  metropolis  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
i  |g  try,  Albert  Henry  opened  the  first  stock  of  goods. 
!|j  This  was  the  birth  of  the  first  mercantile  opera- 
ill  tion  in  the  county,  and  from  this  cradle  the  present 
large  commercial  operations  of  the  county  have 
sprung.  This  store  was  naturally  enough  the  cen¬ 
tripetal  force  drawing  around  it  the  pioneers  who 
whiled  away  their  leisure  moments  in  the  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  future  of  the  county,  politics,  religion 
and  other  topics.  We  are  told  that  they  were  a 
sturdy  set  of  fellows,  more  than  the  average  in 
intelligence,  and  capable  of  filling  positions  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  that  many  of  them  did  hold 
i::  in  after  life  important  positions. 

nAnd  such  are  the  places  where  brainy  men  are 
developed.  It  is  in  frontier  life,  on  the  borders  of 
u:  civilization  that  strong  men — physically  and  men¬ 
tally — are  born  and  reared,  and  the  basis  for  future 
greatness  is  laid,  rather  than  in  beds  of  luxury 
and  indolence.  Here  the  true  metal  is  coined  and 
the  dross  is  worked  off  in  the  slag. 

At  Mitchell’s  store  the  first  election  in  the 
county  was  held  October,  1S3S.  This  was  for 
members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  There 
were  thirty-two  votes  cast,  electing  Charles  Whit¬ 
tlesey  to  the  Council,  and  R.  G.  Roberts  to  the 
House. 

The  first  county  officials  were  Hosea  W.  Gray, 
Sheriff;  John  McAfferty,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  Israel  Mitchell,  Judge  of  Probate,  who  were 
:  appointed  by  the  Governor,  Robert  Lucas.  S.  H. 
Tryon  was  the  Clerk  of  the  first  Court.  It  was 
then  the  Third  Judicial  Court  and  was  presided 
over  by  Joseph  Williams.  Tryon  was  a  physician, 
and  a  very  good  one,  and  was  the  first  to  locate  in 
the  county. 

The  first  members  of  the  county — Commission¬ 
ers’  Court — were  Samuel  C.  Stewart,  Peter 
McRoberts  and  Luman  M.  Strong.  By  this 
Court  were  appointed  Andrew  J.  McKean  and 
William  Smith  to  the  office  of  constable,  the  first 
in  the  county.  Andrew  J.  McKean  subsequently 
served  nine  terms — eighteen  years — as  Clerk  of 
the  Court. 

The  priority  of  birth  in  a  county  is  most  always 
a  question  of  controversy.  It  has  been  so  in  Linn, 


but  from  all  the  facts  gathered,  we  believe  that 
there  is  no  just  grounds  of  dispute  in  according 
the  honor  to  Maria,  daughter  of  the  wife  of  Robert 
Osborn,  who  settled  on  Big  Creek,  Bertram  Town¬ 
ship,  in  March,  1838.  Maria  was  born  Sept.  2,  1838. 
The  first  male  child  born  was  of  Jacob  Loeb,  who 
lived  in  this  locality. 

The  isolation  of  the  settlements  in  Linn  County, 
the  rude  cabins,  the  rustic  garb  and  coarse  fare,  did 
not  quench  the  fire  of  patriotism  in  the  people. 
The  day  which  gave  birth  to  this  nation  was  not 
forgotten.  The  first  celebration  of  this  day 
was  in  1839,  at  Westport.  Nearly  all  the  people 
in  the  county  were  present  and  some  from  adjoin¬ 
ing  settlements.  A  grand  old  time  was  had,  every¬ 
body  joining  heartily  in  feast  and  sports.  The  day, 
or  rather  night,  was  closed  with  a  dance  in  which 
all  participated.  The  sun  was  shining  on  the  fifth 
of  July  ere  the  celebrators  had  concluded  their 
festivities. 

The  third  settlement  made  in  the  county  was 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  according  to  Robert  Ellis, 
Osgood  Shepard  was  the  first  settler.  On  com¬ 
ing  into  the  county  he  directed  his  course  toward 
Cedar  River,  having  heard  this  part  of  the  country 
highly  spoken  of. 

O11  approaching  the  river,  which  was  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1S3S,  he  observed  a  trail,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  it,  discovered  there  a  shanty  with  every 
sign  of  habitation,  but  not  a  person  in  sight. 
Taking  a  path  which  led  to  the  river  he  came 
upon  a  little  garden  patch,  and  then  near  by  he 
beheld  what  appeared  to  him  a  dead  man  lying  on 
the  ground  with  the  face  covered.  The  sight  was 
enough  to  try  the  nerve  of  the  bravest  man  in  such 
a  solitary  spot.  Acting  upon  the  impulse  which 
seized  him,  he  gave  a  tremendous  shout,  and  to 
his  great  surprise  that  which  appeared  to  be  a 
dead  man  sprang  to  his  feet  and  stood  before  him. 
This  was  Philip  Hull.  The  feelings  of  both  men 
can  better  be  imagined  than  described.  Hull  went 
to  California  in  1849,  and  there  the  two  again  un¬ 
expectedly  met.  Shepard  was  not  on  his  claim 
when  Ellis  first  came,  but  had  gone  East  after  bis 
family,  and  returned  soon  after  Mr.  Ellis’  arrival. 
On  the  bank  of  Cedar  Rapids  he  had  made  his 
claim  and  built  his  cabin,  which  was  the  first 
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erected  there.  Mr.  Ellis  found  at  the  river  Wil¬ 
liam  Stone,  who  had  made  a  claim  on  the  west 
side,  extending  northward  on  the  bluff.  Mr.  Gal¬ 
loway  also  had  a  claim  on  the  same  side  of  the 
river.  There  was  another  claim  on  the  east  side 
by  John  Young,  which  extended  nearly  to  the 
foot  of  Third  avenue.  The  first  settler  in  West 
Cedar  Rapids  then,  was  William  Stone.  Robert 
Ellis  made  his  claim  on  the  west  side  upon  the 
elevation  near  the  river  which  has  a  beautiful  and 
commanding  view.  He  is  still  living  on  this  place, 
and  has  an  attractive  home.  (See  Biog). 

The  next  settler  after  Mr.  Ellis  was  O.  S.  Bow¬ 
ling,  who  also  located  on  the  west  side.  The 
years  1839-40,  added  quite  largely  to  this  settle¬ 
ment.  The  first  settler  in  Cedar  Rapids — Shep¬ 
ard — according  to  the  best  accounts,  was  not  a  very 
reputable  man,  and  not  very  creditable  to  the 
place.  He  was  supposed  to  have  been  connected 
with  a  band  of  thieves  that  then  infested  the 
country.  His  house  was  a  sort  of  headquarters  for 
them.  Of  the  same  character  were  the  Leverich 
brothers,  Joel  and  James,  who  settled  here  in 
XS39-  Joel  was  a  man  of  commanding  presence 
and  considerable  ability,  which  he  chose,  however, 
to  put  to  bad  uses.  Though  never  directly  en¬ 
gaged  in  stealing  or  making  bogus  money,  he  was 
regarded  as  the  head  center  of  the  gang  of  thieves 
and  counterfeiters  that  were  prowling  about  this 
region  during  the  early  settlement.  At  one  time 
he  exercised  no  inconsiderable  influence  in  the 
politics  of  the  county.  The  first  child  born  in 
the  Cedar  Rapids  settlement  was  a  daughter  of 
Mis.  Gainer ,  born  May  1^,  1S40.  The  mother 
died  June  8,  following,  from  the  effects  of  child¬ 
birth,  and  she  was  the  first  person  to  die  in  this 
place. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  of  1838,  the  set¬ 
tlement  had  advanced  as  far  westward  as  the  town 
of  Marion.  William  K.  Farnsworth  has  the  credit 
of  being  the  first  settler  here  who  took  up  a  claim 
just  south  of  the  present  site  of  Marion  at  what 
was  called  Isbell’s  Grove.  Following  him  were 
Prior  Scott  and  James  Preston,  who  made  loca¬ 
tions  on  the  east  side  of  the  town.  After  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  county  seat,  this  settlement  advanced 
rapidly  and  soon  became  the  most  populous  one. 
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The  county  seat  was  located  at  Marion  in  the  1; 
spring  of  1839,  by  a  Board  of  Commissioners  | 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  in  an  act  approved  ; 
January  15,  1839.  The  Commissioners  met  at  the  ^ 
residence  of  William  Abbe,  in  Franklin  Town-  I 
ship.  Those  present  were  Richard  Knott  and 
Benjamin  Nye,  Lyman  Dillon  not  acting.  The 
seat  selected  was  the  present  site  of  Marion,  then 
as  far  as  the  site  was  concerned,  an  unbroken 
wilderness. 

The  county  for  political  purposes  was  attached 
to  Cedar,  Johnson  and  Jones  counties.  The  first 
election  for  county  officials  was  held  in  August, 
1S39,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  before  mentioned,  the  polling  precinct 
being  at  Westport  near  the  present  village  of 
Bertram.  These  Commissioners  were  endowed 
with  about  the  same  powers  as  those  now  possessed 
by  the  Supervisors.  The  first  meeting  of  this 
Board  was  Sept.  9,  1839,  in  the  house  of  James 
W.  Willis,  at  the  county  seat,  which,  though  it 
had  a  location,  had  no  name.  The  first  act  of  this 
Board  was  to  appoint  John  C.  Berry  Clerk.  The 
next  order  was  the  christening  of  the  count)^  seat, 
and  the  name  of  Marion  was  selected  in  honor  of 
Gen.  Marion,  and  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution. 
Jonas  Martin  was  the  first  road  Supervisor  in  the  i 
county. 

At  their  October  session  the  Board  divided  the 
county  into  three  election  precincts;  one  at  Will¬ 
iam  Abbe’s,  called  the  “Sugar  Grove  Precinct,” 
with  William  Abbe,  John  Cole  and  John  McAf- 
fert3' as  Judges;  one  at  Marion,  with  James  W. 
Bassett,  Henry  Thompson  and  R.  H.  Lucone  as 
Judges;  and  at  Michael  Green’s,  called  Green’s 
Precinct,  with  Michael  Green,  James  Cummings 
and  B.  McGarigle,  as  Judges.  The  matter  of 
properly  laying  off  the  county  seat  was  then  taken 
up.  This  work  was  intrusted  to  Ross  McCloud, 
who  was  appointed  County  Surveyor,  which  re¬ 
sponsibility  was  faithfully  discharged  by  him.  The 
Board  also  ordered  advertisements  for  bids  for  the 
erection  of  a  jail;  and  at  the  same  session  ordered 
that  a  license  be  given  to  Woodbridge  &  Thomp¬ 
son  to  sell  merchandise  upon  the  payment  of  $15. 

At  the  November  session  the  purchase  from  the 
Government  of  the  land  for  the  county  seat  site 
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was  concluded.  This  land  was  laid  off  into  lots, 
and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  county.  There  were 
two  fractional  eighty  acres. 

At  the  January  term,  1840,  Andrew  J.  McKean 
was  appointed  County  Assessor.  Order  was  also 
made  for  the  erection  of  the  jail.  The  contract  for 
building  the  jail  was  let  to  William  Abbe  and  A. 
Edgarton  at  a  cost  of  $635. 

At  the  July  term,  1840,  the  first  courthouse 
was  ordered  built.  At  this  term  the  first 
assessment  roll  was  exhibited  by  the  Clerk  which 
footed  up  $738.60. 

At  the  April  term,  1841,  provisions  were  made 
for  the  building  of  the  Court-house,  and  the  work 
was  given  to  George  W.  Gray. 

Thomas  W.  Campbell,  the  first  Treasurer,  gave 
in  his  report  which  showed  of  moneys  collected- 
$958.85. 

The  Township  organization  system  was  adopted 
by  the  vote  of  the  people,  and  from  time  to  time  as 
they  were  formed  they  were  admitted.  In  1851 
the  County  Commissioner’s  Court  was  abolished 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  powers  here¬ 
tofore  held  by  them  was  vested  in  a  County 
Judge.  N.  W.  Isbell  was  the  first  incumbent  of 
this  office.  This  system  was  in  force  for  about 
ten  years  when  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  pro¬ 
viding  for  Supervisors,  one  to  be  chosen  from  each 
township.  The  first  Board  met  under  this  system 
at  Marion,  Jan.  7,  1861. 

In  1S71  a  change  was  again  made,  and  a  new 
system  adopted  providing  for  a  Board  of  three 
Supervisors  to  be  elected  from  the  county  at 
large.  A  year  subsequent  to  this  the  county  was 
divided  into  three  districts,  from  which  three 
Supervisors  were  elected.  This  plan  is  still  in 
force. 

As  the  county  increased  in  population  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  power  was  transferred.  Cedar  Rapids, 
through  her  superior  location,  or  by  virtue  of  her 
possessing  men  of  superior  business  capacity,  de¬ 
veloped  very  rapidly  and  soon  became  the  com¬ 
mercial  metropolis  of  the  county.  This  very  nat¬ 
urally  created  an  ambition  among  her  citizens  to 
possess  the  local  seat  of  government.  The  same 
motives  which  governed  the  people  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  caused  the  electors  of  the  central  and 


northern  portions  of  the  county  to  resist  any  and 
all  attempts  to  re-locate  the  county  seat.  They 
claimed  that  the  geographical  location  of  Marion 
outweighed  all  other  considerations.  In  addition 
to  this  they  urged  another  reason,  which  was,  that 
the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  Marion  was  co¬ 
eval  with  the  organization  of  the  county  itself, 
which  fact  was  sufficient  to  forever  settle  the  ques¬ 
tion  against  its  removal.  At  the  time  this  agita¬ 
tion  began — about  the  year  1851 — the  financial 
affairs  of  the  county  were  under  the  system  of 
what  was  called  the  County  Judge  plan.  It  was 
fortunate  for  the  citizens  of  Marion  during  this 
contest  to  have  a  man  as  County  Judge— James 
M.  Berry — who  took  their  view  of  the  question, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions  caused 
the  contracts  to  be  made  for  the  erection  of  the 
necessary  county  buildings.  This  action  of  Judge 
Berry  produced  great  opposition  on  the  part  of 
those  favoring  the  removal  of  the  county  seat,  and 
when  he  came  up  for  re-election,  the  excitement 
over  the  county-seat  fight  was  at  fever  heat.  They 
sought  the  ministerial  profession  for  a  candidate 
and  nominated  Rev.  Elias  Skinner  in  opposition 
to  Judge  Berry.  The  canvass  was  a  most  exciting 
one,  with  much  that  was  amusing.  The  matter 
was  thoroughly  tested  at  the  polls,  and  resulted  in 
the  re-election  of  Judge  Berry,  and  the  retaining 
of  the  county  seat  at  its  first  location.  Thus  the 
matter  rested  until  187 1,  when  an  effort  was  again 
made  through  petitions  to  the  Board  of  Supervis¬ 
ors,  to  have  the  question  of  re-locating  the  county 
seat  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  There 
were  numerous  remonstrances  against  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  which  was  finally  sustained  by  the  Board, 
and  the  subject  was  laid  to  rest. 

Linn  County  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  no  good 
transportation  facilities,  nor  good  markets;  yet  it 
steadily  grew  in  population  and  increased  in  wealth. 
The  men  who  first  settled  the  county  were  ambi¬ 
tious,  determined  hard  workers,  and  experienced 
in  the  various  vocations  of  life.  They  knew  that 
there  were  many  rocks  and  shoals  on  life’s  sea,  and 
were  prepared  to  meet  them.  They  came  here  to 
succeed  and  knew  no  such  word  as  fail.  There 
were  some  local  markets  in  the  newer  settled  coun- 
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ties,  and  meager  facilities  of  transportation  were 

afforded  down  the  Iowa  and  Cedar  Rivers,  by 
means  ot  flatboats,  which  were  floated  down  the 
Mississippi  and  thence  South;  but  these  shipments 
were  often  attended  with  losses,  which  affected  not 
only  the  shipper,  but  often  the  producer.  Even 
after  railroad  communications  were  established  to 
Chicago,  which  was  in  i S^9,  the  prices  were  such 
as  to  prevent  the  shipment  of  Linn  County  pro¬ 
ducts.  But  nature  had  been  very  lavish  of  her 
wealth  in  Linn  and  it  had  the  elements  of  prosper¬ 
ity  within  itself.  Manufacturing  industries  were 
established,  and  those  together  with  the  agricul- 
tuial,  in  sympathy  and  side  by  side  in  their  opera¬ 
tions,  became  the  potent  power  of  development 
and  success.  After  the  rebellion  opened,  prices  in 
all  products  increased,  and  Chicago  became  a  prof¬ 
itable  market  for  this  section  of  the  country.  From 
this  time  on,  in  the  main,  all  the  surplus  products 
of  Linn  County  have  been  sent  to  that  market,  or 
markets  further  East. 

The  introduction  of  stock  raising  and  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  creameries  and  cheese  factories,  was 
another  step  in  the  line  of  prosperity;  and,  when 
at  the  Centennial  Exposition  the  county  carried  off 
the  prize  for  the  best  butter,  the  success  of  this  in¬ 
dustry  was  assured  for  all  time  to  come. 

Nature  seemed  especially  to  form  Linn  County 
for  this  industry.  She  gave  her  the  rich  grass  of 
the  rolling  prairies,  and  planted  shady  groves  at 
convenient  distances;  she  furnished  these  with  cold, 


living  springs,  and  pure  running  streams,  that  there 
might  be  an  abundance  of  good  water  for  the  stock 


j  and  the  dairy.  The  soil  produces  the  richest  of 
j  grasses  for  the  milch  cow  and  the  stock,  and  the 
|  c^mate  is  all  that  could  be  wished  for  this  purpose. 
With  all  these  advantages,  the  fame  of  Linn 


County  has  gone  abroad,  and  she  has  easily  estab 


1  lished  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  dairy 
counties  in  the  country. 


Linn  County  did  not  escape  the  great  tornado 
of  i860,  though  there  was  less  destruction  here 
and  fewer  lives  lost  than  in  some  other  sections  of 
?5the  State,  especially  Clinton  County.  This  was 
one  of,  if  not  the  most  fearful  tornadoes  that  ever 
was  known  to  visit  this  country.  It  seemed  in  its 
destructive  power  to  be  equal  to  the  typhoons  and 


hurricanes  of  Asia.  Though  not  as  terrible  in  its  3fl 
fury  here  as  elsewhere,  its  work  here  will  re¬ 
main  as  the  darkest  record  of  the  county.  It 
was  toward  the  close  of  Sunday,  on  June  3, 
lh.it  this  demon  of  the  air  made  its  appearance 


in  Linn  County.  1  he  air  was  exceedingly 
waim,  and  with  scarcely  motion  enough  to 


nothing  to  excite  jj 


move  a  feather.  There  was 
the  faintest  suspicion  but  what  the  Sunday  would 
pass  out  as  serenely  as  it  had  entered.  But  all  at 
once  the  great  cloud  of  wrath  and  fury  was  seen 
coming  with  terrific  speed  down  upon  the  people, 
who  were  powerless  to  escape  or  defend  them¬ 
selves.  It  struck  the  earth  about  six  miles  west  of 
Marion.  It  appeared  in  the  form  of  water-spouts 
several  of  which  were  seen  by  persons  outside  of 
their  range.  It  seemed  to  be  much  spent  in  force 
as  it  passed  through  the  southwestern  part  of 
Marion.  The  substantial  residence  of  Adam  Lutz, 
some  thiee  miles  southwest  of  Marion,  was  ob-  If 


liteiated.  In  this  house  were  himself,  wife,  a  son,  fi 
two  daughters,  and  a  child.  When  the  tornado  1 
had  passed  they  were  all  found  together  except 
one  ot  the  daughters,  upon  whom  the  chimney  had 
fallen.  She  was  removed  but  died  before  morn¬ 
ing.  The  son  was  much  injured;  the  father  was 
considerably  bruised  about  the  head  and  body,  the 
mother  had  her  arm  broken  and  the  other  daughter 
had  hei  collar  bone  broken.  The  three-year-old 
child  escaped  without  injury.  The  farmhouse  of  [j  $ 
James  Reed,  holding  a  family  of  fifteen  persons 
was  struck  and  demolished,  but  fortunately  Mr. 
Reed  had  seen  the  tornado  approaching,  and  had  got 
every  one  into  the  cellar  just  in  time  to  save  them. 
After  passing  several  places  doing  slight  injury  it 
reached  Mr.  Vaughn’s  house,  which  it  left  a  wreck, 
injuring  the  occupants,  however,  but  slightly.  The 
house  of  John  G.  McLeod  was  entirely  destroyed 
while  the  family  were  unhurt.  It  passed  on 
thiough  Cedar  County  destroying  property  and 
killing  several  persons,  and  came  down  on  Clinton 
County  with  all  its  terrible  force.  A  little  girl  of 
some  eight  years,  in  Cedar  County,  had  been  sent 
out  for  a  pail  of  water.  The  tornado  caught  her 
up  and  carried  her  six  miles.  She  was  found  by 
her  friends  who  went  in  pursuit  of  her,  in  a  house 
that  had  been  demolished,  on  a  feather  bed  where 
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she  had  been  left  by  the  wind  entirely  unhurt, 
while  the  inmates  of  the  house  were  lying  about 
cold  in  death.  It  was  estimated  that  there  were 
]  34  persons  killed  by  the  tornado,  and  2,000  people 
made  homeless. 

The  forward  motion  of  this  tornado  was  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  miles  an  hour,  while  its  rotary  motion 
was  great.  In  its  pathway  not  a  house,  a  fence 
nor  a  tree,  nor  an  animal  escaped  destruction,  and  it 
seemed  by  a  special  interposition  of  Providence  if 
:  a  human  being  was  saved. 

The  material  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
1  county  has  been  very  marked,  and  unexcelled  by 
:  that  of  any  other  if  we  may  except  Polk,  Du- 
.  buque  and  Scott.  From  a  population  in  1840  of 
1,373,  it  increased  in  four  and  a  half  decades  to  40,- 
720.  The  advance  in  property  has  been  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  increase  in  population.  Its  social  and 
educational  advancement  has  been  equally  as 
marked.  From  the  first  private  school  taught  at 
Linn  Grove  in  1S39,  by  Elizabeth  Bennett,  with  a 
handful  of  pupils,  it  has  now  192  district  schools, 
a  private  educational  institution,  with  an  enroll¬ 
ment  of  12,810  pupils.  From  the  log  school- 
house  of  1840,  through  which  the  cold  blasts  of 
winter  and  the  rains  of  summer  had  free  admission, 
:  heated  by  fireplaces  or  old  cracked  box  stoves, 
with  rough  board  seats  and  benches,  there  are  now 
stately  edifices  heated  by  furnaces  or  steam,  with 
easy  chairs  and  elegant  desks;  and  for  the  buck¬ 
skin  garb  or  homespun  cloth  which  in  the  early 
day  clothed  the  pupil,  there  has  been  substituted 
the  products  of  the  finest  looms  in  America  and 
Europe.  The  improvement  in  the  mode  of  teach- 

- 

ing  has  been  equally  as  distinct.  The  old  peda- 
•  gogue  has  given  away  to  the  educated  and  trained 
teacher  and  professor,  with  textbook,  maps, 
charts,  and  all  the  appliances  that  science  and 
education  could  devise. 

From  the  first  crude  place  of  worship  and  the 
first  sermon  in  1840,  religious  progress  has  gone 
on,  with  its  civilizing  and  elevating  influences,  per¬ 
meating  every  hamlet,  and  to-dav  there  are  in  the 
county  ninety-three  church  organizations,  and 
church  property  to  the  value  of  over  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  embracing  many  elegant  church  edifices 
in  many  parts  of  the  county. 


itXiT  rrr* 

QtiZ 


Instead  of  the  old  ox  team  or  rough  schooner 
wagons  as  a  means  of  transportation,  there  are  now 
elegant  and  easy  carriages,  and  the  railroad  coach, 
which,  with  the  fleetness  of  a  bird,  passes  through 
almost  every  township,  carrying  people  and  bring¬ 
ing  the  products  of  the  world  into  every  hamlet. 

The  newspaper,  the  great  dispenser  of  knowl¬ 
edge,  with  the  daily  occurrences  and  news  from 
all  the  world,  is  read  now  morning  and  evening 
before  the  family  fireside.  With  all  these  elements 
to  progression  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  people  are 
happy,  prosperous  and  advancing.  A  little  less 
than  half  a  century  has  wrought  these  changes. 

Within  half  a  century  the  Indian  roamed  wild 
over  these  beautiful  prairies,  pitched  his  tepee 
beneath  the  lovely  groves,  chased  the  wild  game 
through  woods,  through  valleys,  and  over  the  hil¬ 
lock  ;  and  when  tired  of  these  sports,  celebrated 
his  dog  feast.  And  less  by  many  years  did  the 
aborigine  bid  a  long  farewell  to  these  his  hunting 
grounds,  and,  turning  his  face  toward  the  setting 
sun,  leave  them  forever. 

Brief,  indeed,  has  been  the  time  since  the  occu¬ 
pancy  of  these  nomads  of  the  forest  with  their 
savage  customs,  to  the  present  civilization.  But 
brief  though  it  be,  the  transformation  has  been 
complete.  In  place  of  the  tepee  there  are  now 
fine  cultivated  farms  and  elegant  homes;  where 
once  were  the  Indian  lodges,  and  where  the  arrows 
and  bows  were  made,  are  now  populous  cities  and 
towns  full  of  life  and  activity,  and  bristling  with 
manufactories  possessed  of  all  the  ingenious  ap¬ 
pliances  that  man  can  devise. 

What  the  next  half  century  may  bring  forth, 
none  can  tell;  though  the  past  has  been  one  of 
great  improvements  and  inventions,  yet  the  one  to 
come  may  be  equally  as  great  and  marvelous. 
The  duty  of  each  and  every  one  is  to  play  well 
the  part  assigned  him. 

*  *  *  “All  the  world’s  a  stage, 

And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  players; 

They  have  their  ex!ts  and  their  en'rances, 

And  one  man  in  his  time  plays  many  parts.” 

Each  generation,  as  well  as  each  individual, 
plays  its  part  in  the  great  drama  of  life;  what  they 
accomplish  depends  much  upon  the  means  in  their 
possession.  The  past  generation  is  as  much  de- 
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serving  for  what  they  achieved  as  the  present. 
The  limit  to  development  for  Linn  County,  with 
her  vast  resources  is  very  remote  unless  her  people 
forget  their  cunning;  unless  they  forget  the  lessons 
of  the  past,  and  become  recreant  to  the  great  in¬ 
heritance  left  them  by  their  fathers. 

In  bringing  this  historical  sketch  to  a  close, 
which  has  of  necessity  been  brief,  we  wish  to  place 
the  credit  for  the  present  grand  development  to 
the  sturdy  pioneer  who  laid  the  foundation;  who, 
with  unwavering  devotion,  amid  disappointments, 
privations  and  hardships,  struggled  on,  holding  be¬ 
fore  him  the  one  purpose — success.  They  laid  the 
foundation  and  opened  up  the  avenues  which  have 
led  to  the  present  prosperous  condition  and  happy 
surroundings.  Only  half  a  century  ago  this  fair 
county  resounded  with  the  wild  whoop  of  the 
Indian,  and  the  wolf  made  the  night  hideous  with 
his  howling;  now  the  lowing  of  the  cow  breaks 


sweetly  upon  the  air  as  a  solo  to  other  pastoral 
notes;  the  busy  whirr  of  the  wheels  of  industry, 
and  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  engine  is  heard  car¬ 
rying  away  the  products  of  its  people,  and  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  products  of  the  world.  Where  once 
the  hut  of  the  savage  stood,  there  now  rises  up  to 
grace  the  scene,  beautiful  dwellings,  grand  busi¬ 
ness  blocks,  fine  school  buildings  and  elegant 
church  edifices.  How  great  the  transformation! 

In  politics,  the  county  is  conservative  and  sound 
In  the  rectitude  and  integrity  of  its  officers  it  has 
been  fortunate;  its  offices  have  been  honestly  and 
ably  administered.  The  people  are  above  the 
average  in  morals  and  liberality;  in  intelligence 
and  in  thrift.  Having  these  essential  qualifications, 
the  horizon  of  the  future  cannot  but  be  pregnant 
with  prosperity  and  happiness,  assuring  a  con¬ 
tinued  advancement  in  civilization  and  culture. 
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®HE  printing  press  is  a  po- 
y/f  tential  factor  in  the  civili¬ 
zation  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  It  seems  now 
that  the  newspaper  is  al¬ 
most  as  essential  to  man 
as  the  air  he  breathe®,  or 
the  food  he  eats.  He  must  have 
it  with  or  before  his  breakfast^ 
that  he  may  know  what  has  been 
going  on  in  the  world,  while  to 
him  the  sun  has  turned  his  face 
from  it,  and  at  his  last  meal  of 
the  day  it  is  as  equally  import¬ 
ant  to  him  that  he  may  be  in¬ 
formed  of  what  has  transpired  in 
the  world,  while  its  rays  have 
been  turned  full  upon  it.  With  the  complete 
system  of  telegraphy  now  in  operation  the  journals 
of  to-dav  are  able  to  place  daily  before  their  read- 
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ers  the  occurrences  throughout  the  entire  world. 
So  necessary  has  the  press  become  to  the  people  of 
this  age  that  there  is  not  a  hamlet  in  this  broad 
land  and  hardly  a  neighborhood  that  the  newspa¬ 
per  is  not  a  daily  or  weekly  visitor  to.  As  a  dis¬ 
seminator  of  news  the  press  has  become  indispens¬ 
able;  as  an  educator  its  influence  is  almost  beyond 
calculation. 

To  it  we  look  as  the  exponent  of  our  political 
theories,  the  champion  of  our  system  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  redressor  of  abuses.  They  are,  in 
fact,  to-day  the  national  safeguards,  watching  with 
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zealous  eye  its  liberties. 


Linn  County  unquestionably  has  the  ablest  press 
of  any  county  in  the  State.  Its  editors  in  the  main 
are  men  of  large  journalistic  experience,  of  educa¬ 
tion,  of  strong  character,  and  broad  and  progressive 
minds.  Their  influence  upon  the  county  has  been 
safutary,  and  in  general  and  public  affairs  most  po¬ 
tential. 

Linn  County,  principally  Cedar  Rapids,  like 
many  other  places,  has  been  a  good  cemetery  for 
the  burial  of  editorial  hopes  and  aspirations.  There 
were  several  papers  started  here  at  different  times, 
but  further  than  a  mention  of  them,  we  only  deal 
with  those  which  lived.  Among  these  papers 
were  the  Cedar  Rapids  Democrat ,  which  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1656,  by  W.  W.  Perkins;  the  Voice 
of  Iowa,  a  monthly  journal  established  in  1S57,  by 
Tames  L.  Enos.  Though  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  free  schools,,  its  voice  was  not  strong  enough 
to  carry  it  beyond  the  third  volume.  The  Cedar 
Rapids  Atlas  appeared  in  1867  to  claim  the  patron¬ 
age  of  the  people.  It  was  established  by  A.  G. 
Lucas,  who  after  a  few  months’  worrying  with  edi¬ 
torial  life,  went  off  to  study  the  geography  of 
other  countries  and  never  returned.  The  office 
was  sold  to  pay  his  creditors.  The  Western 
World  came  next,  having  opened  with  some  vigor 
in  1 868.  The  world  was  too  large  for  the  caliber 
of  this  sheet,  or  too  cold  and  unappreciative,  and 
it  sunk  on  its  bosom  after  a  few  fitful  months  of 
struggle,  to  rise  no  more. 

The  next  venture  on  the  sea  of  journalism  was 
the  Linn  Comity  Signal ,  by  Henry  Williams, 
and  Democratic  in  politics.  It  was  not  the  signal 
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ot  success,  and  after  a  brief  existence  it  was  sold  to 
1 .  G.  Newman,  a  man  ot  some  business  ability. 
From  this  plant  came  the  Daily  Observer ,  with  J. 
L.  Enos  as  editor,  the  first  daily  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
It  was  managed  well,  and  had  for  a  time  a  good 
patronage.  In  1S70  it  was  changed  to  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Republican. 

-i - 


j!l  %  WHILE  the  n 

f  w  r.K 


takins 


0 


The  Cedar  Rapids  Weekly  Times. 

newspaper  is  such  an  important 
our  civilization,  yet  to  embark 
m  the  enterprise  is  a  hazardous  under- 
i£,  and  it  is  oftener  attended  with  disaster  than 
success.  It  requires  a  person  of  peculiar  talent — in 
fact,  a  combination  of  talents — to  be  a  successful 
editor.  In  the  first  place,  be  must  be  educated  in 
the  broadest  sense;  he  should  be  a  man  of  dispas¬ 
sionate  judgment,  and  free  from  prejudices;  lie 
should  be  a  ready  writer,  and  quick  at  analysis 
of  subjects.  Last,  but  not  least,  he  should  be  a 
brainy  man.  The  possession  of  these  qualities 
would  generally  make  a  successful  editor,  and  yet 
unless  he  has  added  to  these  financial  ability,  he 
would  be  a  failure  as  a  publisher.  But  it  is  a  rare 
thing  to  find  this  combination,  and  this  is  one  of 
the  principal  causes  of  so  many  newspaper  failures. 

1  he  Dimes,  in  its  mature  age,  has  secured  the 
above-mentioned  combination,  yet  it  had  a  hard 
and  long  road  to  travel  before  it  arrived  at  this 
goal.  The  paper  of  which  it  might  be  said  the 
Times  is  an  outgrowth,  was  started  in  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1851,  by  D.  O.  Finch,  and  was  called 
the  Progressive  Era.  It  was  the  first  paper  pub¬ 
lished  here,  was  Democratic  in  politics,  and  was 
not  without  its  influence.  In  the  fall  of  1854  the 
paper  was  purchased  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Enos,  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  the  Cedar  Valley  Times. 
At  that  time  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  was  just 
entering  upon  its  prosperous  career,  and  the  Times 
was  the  organ  through  which  its  latent  resources, 
its  great  possibilities,  were  made  known  to  the 
world.  Through  its  columns  the  important  en¬ 
terprises  which  were  then  being  matured  were 
promulgated.  Under  Dr.  Enos’  management  the 
Times  became  widely  known  and  influential.  It 


espoused  the  cause  of  the  American  party,  the 
piinciples  of  which  at  that  time  became  so  promi¬ 
nent  a  factor  in  the  politics  of  the  country.  In 
1S56  this  paper  took  up  the  cause  of  freedom, 
and  boldly  advocated  the  principles  of  the  new 
party — Republican.  In  1857  a  half-interest  was 
sold  to  J.  G.  Davenport.  Some  years  later  the 
Times  passed  into  the  hands  of  E.  N.  Bates,  a 
lawyer.  When  the  war  came  on  he  entered  the 
army,  and  C.  M.  Hollis  became  proprietor  and 
editor,  and  under  him  it  again  took  a  front  rank.  1 
In  1866  he  sold  out  to  Ayers  &  Co.,  who  secured  : 
Dr.  F.  McClelland  as  editor. 

In  186S  the  paper  was  changed  to  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Times.  The  following  year  Dr.  McClel¬ 
land  bought  an  interest  in  the  paper,  and  the  style  jj  j 

of  the  firm  became  Ayers,  McClelland  &  Co.  In 

1874  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Ayers  &  Mc¬ 
Clelland,  and  so  remains  at  the  present  time.  Dr. 
McClelland  attends  to  the  editorial  and  financial, 
and  Mr.  Ayers  to  the  mechanical  department. 

The  Times  has  made  many  additions  to  the  job 
office,  including  machinery  for  making  blank  books  ;  j 
and  binding.  The  machinery  is  operated  by  steam 
which  is  generated  by  gas.  The  job  office  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  State. 

d  he  Times  office  was  completely  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1S74,  and  in  1S75  was  much  damaged  by  jj 
another  file.  At  another  time  when  its  office  was  " 

a  basement,  it  came  near  being  drowned  out. 

It,  however,  survived  all  these  misfortunes,  coming 
out  each  time  brighter  than  ever.  Its  circulation 
now  is  about  1800,  and  its  job  business  large  and 
piofitable.  In  both  departments  the  enterprise  is 
a  financial  success,  and  rests  on  a  good  substantial  - 
basis. 

St  1 

The  1  imes  is  issued  every  Thursday,  and  is  a 
nine  column  folio,  neatly  printed,  and  well  gotten  r 
up.  As  a  journal  it  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
in  the  State.  It  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
city  and  the  county,  and  the  general  development 
of  the  State.  As  a  Republican  journal,  it  is  faith¬ 
ful  and  zealous  in  its  support  of  the  party,  and 
clear,  sound  and  forcible  in  the  enunciation  of  its 
principles.  It  is  ever  ready  in  its  defense  of  the 
oppressed,  in  its  exposure  of  crimes  and  frauds, 
and  in  the  ventilation  of  abuses. 
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Dr.  McClelland  is  a  bold,  fearless  and  versatile 
writer,  and  a  deep  thinker.  With  his  contempo¬ 
raries  he  is  courteous,  indulgent  and  forbearing 
with  them  in  their  attacks,  but  when  fully  aroused 
he  is  in  his  retaliation,  like  a  lion  attacking  his 
prey. 

Truthful  and  conscientious  on  all  subjects  with 
which  it  treats,  zealous  in  its  devotion  to  principle, 
the  Dimes  has  now  a  place  in  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  the  people  that  time  cannot  shake. 


The  Daily  Republican. 

HIS  able  paper  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Republican ,  it  in  turn  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Daily  Observer.  In  1872 
the  former  was  transferred  to  the  Republican 
Printing  Company,  and  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  Daily  Republican ,  under  which  it  has  since 
been  published. 

This  company  made  large  additions  to  the  office 
and  improved  the  paper  in  every  way.  Both  a 
daily  and  weekly  issue  was  made.  Its  politics  be¬ 
came  Republican,  and  it  was  edited  by  Wm.  B. 
Leach.  In  1877  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  Company.  This  company  put  in  $8,000 
capital,  erected  new  buildings,  added  water  motor 
power,  put  in  three  new  presses,  and  enlarged 
the  job  office.  This  company  continued  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  paper,  with  different  editors,  until 
March,  1881,  when  the  office  was  leased  to  J.  R. 
Sage  and  D.  G.  Goodrich,  with  an  option  of 
sale  within  a  year.  During  this  period  the  paper 
was  changed  from  an  evening  issue  to  a  morning, 
with  full  associated  press  dispatches.  Before  the 
lease  was  up  these  gentlemen  purchased  the  plant. 
On  March  1  it  was  transferred  to  J.  R.  Sage, 
Johnson  Brigham,  Fred.  Benzinger  and  H.  P. 
Keyes.  This  quartette  reorganized  the  old  Re¬ 
publican  Printing  Company  with  J.  R.  Sage  as 
President.  About  a  year  and  a  half  from  that 
time  Mr.  Sage  transferred  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Brigham,  and  later  on  Messrs.  Keyes  and  Ben¬ 
zinger  transferred  their  interest  to  L.  S.  Merchant. 
Since  that  time  Messrs.  Brigham  and  Merchant 
have  conducted  the  Republican ,  the  former  as  ed- 
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itor,  and  the  latter  as  business  manager,  under  the 
style  of  the  Republican  Printing  Company.  As 
representing  the  interest  of  this  company  Mr. 
Merchant  has  the  office  of  State  Printer. 

The  weekly  is  issued  on  Thursday,  and  is  anine  ~|ppr 
column  folio,  while  the  daily  is  an  eight  column 

°  IO"  •  •  -  . 

The  Republican  is  one  of  the  official  papers  of 

the  county.  With  the  present  arrangement  of 
trains  the  Republican  is  enabled  to  reach  the  north¬ 
western  territory  earlier  than  any  other  paper  in 
this  section  of  country.  This  paper  has  had  a 
hard  struggle  under  different  managements  to 
maintain  its  existence.  There  were  various  influ¬ 
ences  operating  against  its  success.  To  attempt  to 
carry  on  a  daily  paper  in  a  town  of  the  size  of  Cer 
dar  Rapids,  when  the  great  dailies  of  Chicago 
could  be  delivered  within  a  few  hours  after  their 
issue,  was  a  hazardous  experiment,  and  one  that 
many  strong  hearts  would  shrink  from.  The  Re¬ 
publican ,  however,  has  passed  through  the  dark 
clouds  of  uncertainty,  and  along  its  pathway  there  JO — 
seems  to  shine  now  only  the  bright  light  of 
success. 

It  is  now  under  an  able  and  experienced  editor, 
and  a  good  financial  manager,  two  elements  that 
are  most  essential  to  a  successful  journal.  It  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republi¬ 
can  party,  and  is  influential,  not  only  in  Linn 
County  but  throughout  the  State.  It  is  a  journal 
that  the  people  of  the  county,  and  especially  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  should  be  proud  of,  and  never  flag 
in  their  support.  The  Daily  Republican  has  a 
circulation  of  2,500,  and  the  weekly  about  1,600. 
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The  Daily  Gazette, 


T  Cedar  Rapids  the  Daily  Gazette  was 
established  June  10,  1883,  by  Messrs.  Otis 
&  Post..  A  weekly  issue  was’  also  made. 
In  March,  1884,  the  Gazette  Company 
was  organized.  In  July  following,  Messrs.  Faulkes 
&  Miller  purchased  the  entire  stock,  which  they 
continue  to  hold.  F.  W.  Faulkes  is  the  editor  and 
C.  L.  Miller,  the  business  manager.  The  Gazette 
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has,  under  the  present  management,  been  steadily 
growing  in  public  favor,  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
dailies  of  the  State.  The  owners  have  made  a 
specialty  in  writing  up  the  towns  and  the  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  the  Northwest,  giving  elaborate 
views  of  the  country,  public  and  business  build¬ 
ings,  and  portraits  of  individuals.  This  has  been 
an  attractive  feature  of  the  journal. 

The  Gazette  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  able 
and  earnest  in  its  advocacy  of  its  principles.  Tbe 
editor  is  a  facile  and  pungent  writer,  and  possesses 
that  versatility  necessary  for  a  good  journalist. 
Both  these  gentlemen  are  giving  their  entire  time 
IF  toward  building  up  their  paper — increasing  its  in¬ 
fluence  and  circulation,  and  making  it  popular,  and 
a  necessity  with  the  people.  If  talent,  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance  will  win,  and  it  generally 
does,  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  write  the  obituary 
of  the  Gazette. 
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The  Cedar  Rapids  Standard. 

HIS  paper,  or  the  paper  of  which  this  is  the 
outgrowth,  was  first  established  at  Marion 
in  186S,  by  F.  H.  Williams.  It  came  out 
as  the  Linn  County  Signal.  It  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Presidential  campaign  of  that  year,  and 
was  quite  influential.  The  following  year  it  was 
1  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Thomas  G.  New¬ 
man  became  the  owner.  In  1872  the  name  was 
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changed  to  the  Lain  County  Liberal,  and  the  office 
was  moved  back  to  Marion.  In  1873  James  T. 
Simpkins  became  editor.  The  following  year  the 
plant  made  another  trip  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  this 
time  to  stay.  It  was  changed  to  The  Standard , 

nand  was  published  by  the  American  Publishing 
Company,  with  Thomas  G.  Newman  as  manager, 
"and  C.  E.  Heath,  editor.  Later  Mr.  Newman  be¬ 
came  editor,  and  he  and  his  son  bought  out  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  Company,  and  continued  its  publication.  In 
1876,  D.  W.  Ogden  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  and 
the  firm  name  changed  to  Thomas  G.  Newman  & 
Co.  During  this  year  H.  A.  Cook  bought  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  paper  and  Ogden  withdrew.  In  April, 
1877,  Frank  L.  Millar  bought  out  the  interest  of 
Thomas  G.  and  A.  H.  Newman,  and  the  firm  be¬ 


came  Millar  &  Cook.  In  August,  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Cook  sold  his  interest  to  M.  O.  Millar.  In  J une, 
1880,  Charles  H.  Play  ter,  of  the  Des  Moines  Daily 
Leader ,  bought  the  half  interest  of  M.  O.  Millar, 
and  the  firm  name  became  Millar  &  Playter.  This 
partnership  continued  until  the  fall  of  1885,  when 
Mr.  Playter  bought  out  his  partner  and  became 
sole  proprietor  and  editor.  Mr.  Playter  sold  tbe 
Standard  October  26,  18S6,  to  S.  B.  Ayers,  who 
is  now  ably  conducting  this  excellent  journal. 

The  Standard  is  a  six  column,  eight  page  news¬ 
paper,  and  is  printed  entirely  at  home.  Its  me¬ 
chanical  construction  is  good,  and  its  editorial  de¬ 
partment  is  conducted  with  marked  ability.  A 
good  job  office  is  connected  with  the  paper.  It 
has  a  paying  and  constantly  increasing  advertising 
list,  and  a  large  circulation.  An  elegant  and  orderly 
office  is  one  of  the  features  of  this  journal.  In 
politics  The  Standard  is  at  all  times  unqualifiedly 
Democratic,  though  courteous  and  fair  in  dealing 
with  opposing  parties.  It  is  the  organ  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party  in  Linn  County,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  papers  of  that  party  in  the  State. 


Saturday  Evening  Chat. 

HIS  paper  was  first  started  by  A.  J.  Huss 
in  September,  1882,  as  The  People.  It  was  a 
seven  column  folio,  and  continued  in  this 
way  until  March,  1884,  when  it  was  bought  by 
Benzinger  &  Baer,  and  changed  to  the  Saturday 
Evening  Chat.  On  July  1  of  this  year  Fred  Ben¬ 
zinger  bought  out  Mr.  Baer’s  interest  and  has 
since  had  sole  charge  of  the  paper.  It  is  not  in 
any  sense  a  political  journal,  its  columns  being 
devoted  to  light  literature,  and  to  social,  dramatic 
and  sporting  news,  and  has  a  large  circulation. 
The  Chat  is  printed  on  fine  paper,  is  very  neatly 
gotten  up,  and  is  illustrated  with  excellent  skill 
and  taste.  Mr.  Benzinger,  though  a  young  man, 
has  had  an  extensive  journalistic  experience.  He 
is  a  close  student,  giving  his  entire  time  and  ener¬ 
gies  to  his  Chat ,  which  is  his  pet  project.  He  is 
ambitious,  and  has  a  desire  to  give  his  paper  the 


front  place  of  journals  of  this  style  in  the  State, 
and  there  is  scarcely  any  doubt  but  what  he  will 
most  admirably  succeed. 
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E VOTED  to  the  interests  of  agriculture 
and  stock  raising  is  the  Iowa  Farmer , 
which  was  founded  in  1877.  It  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  “  Iowa  Farmer  Company,”  of  which 
Alex.  Charles  is  the  principal  editor.  Mr.  Charles 
has  had  a  wide  experience  in  conducting  agricultural 
journals,  and  is  especially  fitted  for  this  work.  The 
Farmer  is  a  sixteen  page,  four  column  paper,  and 
is  gotten  up  in  a  very  attractive  style.  It  has  an 
extensive  circulation,  and  is  growing  in  popularity 


Marion  Begister. 

HE  paper  of  which  the  Register  is  the  prod¬ 
uct,  was  established  in  1852  by  A.  Hoyt, 
from  New  York  City.  It  was  called  the 
Prairie  Star ,  and  was  the  second  paper  published 
Mr.  Hoyt  was  not  adapted  to  West¬ 
ern  ways,  or  Western  ways  were  not  adapted  to  him, 
and  getting  the  “blues”  he  sold  out  his  newspaper 
enterprise,  abandoned  the  field,  and  returned  East 
to  an  older  civilization.  J.  H.  and  G.  H.  Jennison 
secured  this  waif  left  by  the  New  Yorker,  and 
issued  the  Linn  County  Register ,  which  was  Whig 
in  politics.  When  the  Republican  party  was  or¬ 
ganized  it  became  an  enthusiastic  and  able  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  that  party.  During  the  exciting 
and  ever  memorable  campaign  of  that  year,  the 
Register  was  conducted  by  Judge  N.  M.  Hub¬ 
bard,  who  entered  into  the  spirit  of  this  election 
with  much  zeal  and  enthusiasm. 

In  1857  J.  H.  Jennison  again  took  charge  of  the 
paper.  In  1858  Robert  Holmes  became  the  ed¬ 
itor,  and  subsequently  proprietor.  He  held  this 
position  for  five  years.  This  period  was  the  most 
exciting  in  the  history  of  the  county,  after  the 
Revolution,  and  more  momentous  in  its  results  than 
an}-.  It  begun  with  the  great  struggle  between 
Slavery  and  Freedom,  it  embraced  the  memorable 
contest  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas,  and  part  of 
the  period  of  the  Rebellion. 

In  1863  Mr.  Holmes  sold  the  office  to  A.  G. 
Lucas,  who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the 
Linn  County  Patriot.  In  September,  1864,  S.  W. 
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Rathbun,  a  young  lawyer  from  Cedar  County, 
purchased  the  plant  and  changed  the  name  to  the 
Marion  Register.  Mr.  Rathbun  has  since  owned 
and  edited  the  paper.  It  is  now  an  eight  column 
folio,  Republican  in  politics  and  has  a  large  and  an 
increasing  circulation.  A  Taylor  cylinder  press,  a 
good  job  office  with  two  Gordon  presses,  is  one  of 
the  features  of  this  paper. 

The  Register  is  a  very  readable  paper,  bright 
and  newsy.  It  is  ably  edited,  and  a  pronounced 
Republican  paper  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days 
in  the  year;  hence  it  has  never  had  an  extra  day 
to  change  its  politics,  except  when  leap  year  comes 
around,  and  on  those  occasions  the  editor  appro¬ 
priates  the  day  either  to  renew  his  vows  to  the 
principles  of  the  party,  or  to  go  fishing.  The 
Register  is  one  of  the  influential  journals  of  the 
party,  always  looking  after  its  interests,  and  is  also 
earnest  in  its  advocacy  of  all  matters  that  pertain 
to  the  growth  of  Marion  and  the  general  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  countv. 


Ill 


The  Linn  County  Independent. 

i>HIS  paper  was  first  issued  at  Springfield, 
October  13,  1879,  by  Fred  Chamberlain  as 
the  Springfield  Independent.  It  was  a 
seven  column  folio  and  independent  in  politics. 
The  paper  met  with  favor  among  the  people,  and 
prospered.  At  the  end  of  the  first  volume  it  was 
enlarged  to  an  eight  column  folio,  and  was  put  in 
a  new  dress.  At  the  end  of  the  second  volume  it 
was  changed  to  a  five  column  quarto,  and  in  1S83 
it  was  enlarged  to  a  ten  page,  and  in  1S84,  to  a 
twelve  page  paper.  An  edition  was  also  published 
for  Prairieburg  and  one  for  Central  City.  It 
started  with  a  circulation  of  300,  which  was  in¬ 
creased  to  1600  in  1S85.  There  was  a  period  of 
depression  with  this  paper,  and  in  1886  the  circu¬ 
lation  fell  off  some. 

On  July  1  of  that  year  the  paper  made  its  first 
issue  at  Marion  under  the  name  of  the  Linn 
County  Independent ,  having  previously  moved  the 
office  to  that  city.  This  move  was  a  change  de¬ 
cidedly  for  the  better  for  the  Independent.  It  has 
passed  safely  over  the  troubled  waters,  and  now 
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has  a  smooth  sea  to  sail  in.  Since  the  change 
was  made  the  circulation  has  largely  increased  as 
well  as  other  business  of  the  paper,  it  having  a 
good  job  trade  and  a  fine  list  of  advertisements. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  learned  the  newspaper 
business  and  understands  how  to  conduct  a  journal. 
The  reading  matter  of  the  Independent  is  well 
selected,  its  editorials  good  and  its  locals  crisp, 
fresh  and  entertaining.  The  editor  should  feel 
proud  of  his  success. 


The  Marion  Pilot. 

T  Mt.  Vernon  this  journal  was  first  estab¬ 
lished  in  1871,  by  a  stock  company.  It 
was  issued  as  the  Linn  County  Pilot ,  and 
<^jj)  was  edited  by  C.  W.  Kepler.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  year  A.  Beaty  became  the  editor.  In 
1874  the  office  was  removed  to  Marion  and  was  un¬ 
der  the  control  of  Beaty  &  Whittits.  It  continued 
under  this  management  for  several  years.  It  was 
Republican  in  politics,  and  an  interesting  paper.  In 
1884  it  was  purchased  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Chaffin,  and 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  Marion  Pilot.  Mr. 
Chaffin  is  a  scholarly  gentleman  and  an  enthusias¬ 
tic  Republican;  and  since  he  became  the  editor  of 
the  Pilot  he  has  built  it  up,  extended  its  sphere  of 
usefulness,  increased  its  popularity,  and  placed  it  in 
the  front  rank  with  the  weekly  papers  of  the 
County  and  State.  It  has  a  good  liberal  patron¬ 
age,  which  is  increasing  daily.  The  Pilot  has  a 
power  press,  a  good  job  office  with  presses,  and  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  all  work. 


Mount  Vernon  Hawkey  e. 

N  January,  1S69,  this  paper  was  established  by 
J.  T.  Rice.  It  was  a  large  four  page  paper, 
and  Republican  in  politics.  In  June,  1S69,  the 
present  editor  and  proprietor,  S.  H.  Bauman,  pur¬ 
chased  the  plant.  Mr.  Bauman,  being  a  stalwart 
Republican,  has  never  had  the  desire  to  have  his 
3  paper  represent  other  than  his  sentiments,  and  hence 
the  Hawkeyc  continues  to  be  a  faithful  and  an  able 


bright 


little  country  papers  that  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  get  hold  of.  It  cast  its  newsy 
sheets  before  the  reading  world  Aug.  9, 
1882.  It  was  a  six-column  folio,  independent  in 
politics,  and  was  established  by  J.  F.  Butler.  In 
November,  1882,  C.  S.  Shanldin  took  charge 
as  editor.  At  this  time  it  was  changed  to  a  six- 
column  quarto.  While  locally  the  Era  is  inde¬ 
pendent,  yet  in  its  proclivities  it  is  Democratic,  and 
supports  the  present  administration.  The  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  Era  is  good,  averaging  about  1,000. 
An  excellent  job  office  is  connected  with  it,  and  it 
has  a  fair  advertising  list.  It  is  devoted  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  its  patrons,  more  especially  to  the  thriv¬ 
ing  village  it  represents. 

The  Era  is  comparatively  a  young'paper,  but  it 
is  firmly  established  with  an  increasing  patronage 
which  is  due  to  the  ability  and  energy  of  its  talented 
editor.  The  people  in  this  part  of  the  county 
should  be  proud  of  it,  and  never  fail  to  manifest 
their  appreciation  in  that  way  which  is  most  pleas¬ 
ing  to  an  editor. 


expounder  of  Republican  faith.  Mr.  Bauman  is 
an  educated,  genial  gentleman,  and  an  experienced 
journalist,  which  are  the  first  essentials  necessary 
to  the  make-up  of  a  good  editor.  These  are  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  columns  of  the  Hawkeyc ,  for  they 
show  clear  thought,  sound  judgment,  and  an  apti¬ 
tude  to  grasp  the  subjects  upon  which  they  treat. 
Located  as  it  is,  in  a  college  town,  it  has  an  exten¬ 
sive  field  of  usefulness  and  a  very  attractive  con¬ 
stituency  to  address.  Through  the  columns  of  his 
paper  the  editor  can  make  indelible  impressions 
upon  the  young  minds  of  the  students,  and  in  a 
measure  can  largely  mould  their  thoughts  and  di¬ 
rect  their  future  course  in  life. 

The  Hawkeye  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  it  is  located, 
and  ably  represents  them.  With  its  liberal  circula¬ 
tion  and  its  fine  field  to  ojjerate  in,  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  prosperous  and  useful.  The  Hawk- 
eye  has  a  complete  job  department. 


Springville  New  Era. 

T  Springville  is  published  one  of  those 
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It  is  a  well-conducted  paper,  its 
columns  filled  with  the  local  news  of  the  commun¬ 
ity,  and  containing  the  important  news  from  ti  e 
outside  world.  It  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the 
town  of  Walker  and  to  its  patrons. 

Courier- J  ourn  al. 

OURIER-JOURNAL  is  the  outgrowth  of 
the  Lotus  which  was  established  at  Center 
Point  May  15,  1S73,  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Wilson 
It  was  issued  as  a  seven-column  folio,  and 
bright,  well-edited  paper.  T.  J.  Metcalf 
was  the  first  editor,  and  served  the  Lotus  until 
1874,  when  W.  T.  Baker  took  charge.  He  sub- 
sequently  committed  suicide,  and  the  office  was  sold 
to  H.  A.  Cook,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  In  1876  T.  J. 
Metcalf  and  S.  M.  Dunlap  purchased  the  plant, 
and  issued  the  Center  Point  Mirror ,  the  first  issue 
appearing  November  18.  Subsequently  Mr.  Dun¬ 
lap  bought  out  Mr.  Metcalf’s  interest,  and  con¬ 
ducted  the  paper.  He  was  a  practical  printer,  and 
had  a  good  job  office.  The  Miri'or  was  well 
managed,  and  had  a  liberal  patronage.  G.  L.  Wil¬ 
son  afterward  became  the  owner,  and  changed  the 
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Walker  News. 

URING  the  month  of  February,  1883,  this 
spicy  little  sheet  was  established  by  David 
Brant  in  the  village  of  Walker.  It  was 
started  as  a  seven-column  folio,  and  independent  in 
}  politics,  and  so  remains.  Mr.  Brant  is  still  the 
editor  and  proprietor.  The  News  has  a  good 
country  from  which  to  draw  its  patronage,  which 
at  present  is  quite  liberal,  it  having  a  circulation 
of  about  800. 

Us 


name  to  the  Courier-yournal ,  which  was  made 
a  five-column  folio.  In  October,  1884,  the  office 
was  purchased  by  M.  A.  Oxley  and  C.  F.  Floyd, 
who  conducted  the  paper  until  recently  when  Mr. 
Chas.  F.  Floyd  became  editor  and  publisher.  It 
was  started  as  an  independent  paper,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  so.  Its  circulation  is  now  about  600.  It  is 
published  Saturday  of  each  week. 
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The  Lisbon  Sun. 

PON  Aug.  27,  1874,  the  Sun  was  first  issued 
by  J.  W.  Zeigenfus.  It  was  a  small  five-col¬ 
umn  sheet.  It  was  not  a  prosperous  venture 
to  its  founder,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S75  he  sold  out 
to  C.  J.  Weatherby.  Mr.  Weatherby  did  not  seem 
to  become  very  much  attached  to  the  Sun ,  for  we 
find  him  selling  out  in  a  few  weeks  to  W.  T.  Bak¬ 
er.  This  was  a  good  change  at  least  for  the  Sun, 
for  Mr.  Baker  was  an  able  writer,  and  made  a 
very  creditable  paper,  which  was  liberally  pat¬ 
ronized,  and  a  credit  to  the  town. 

One  morning,  however  (April  27,  1876),  Mr. 
Baker  was  found  dead  in  his  office  with  his  fore¬ 
head  pierced  by  a  bullet  which  was  believed  to 
have  come  from  a  revolver  which  was  found  in  his 
right  hand.  The  Sun  was  then  conducted  by  W. 
L.  Davis  in  the  name  of  the  unfortunate  man’s 
widow  for  a  few  months,  when  it  was  transferred 
to  him.  Mr.  Davis  continued  to  publish  the  Sun 
for  some  time,  keeping  up  the  reputation  of  the 
paper,  and  receiving  a  liberal  patronage.  It  is 
now  ably  edited  by  Rev.  Dewalt  S.  Fouse,  of 
whom  a  sketch  is  given  in  this  work. 
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HE  sword,  from  the  first  es¬ 
tablishment  of  governments 
has  always  been  the  arbitra¬ 
tor  to  settle  great  controver¬ 
sies  of  state, and  undoubtedly 
will  continue  to  be;  for  the 
civilization  at  the  latter  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  does  not 
warrant  the  piediction  that  Chris¬ 
tian  means  will  be  used  to  adjust 
great  points  of  dispute  between 
nations.  Even  to  bring  about 
great  reforms  within  a  govern¬ 
ment  it  is  often  seemingly  neces¬ 
sary  to  engage  in  Civil  War. 
That  slavery  was  the  direct  cause 
of  the  late  rebellion  no  one  will 
now  deny.  The  introduction  of  slavery  into  this 
country  followed  its  first  settlement.  It  rapidly 
spread  among  the  Colonies,  and  when  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  formed,  the 
institution  of  slavery  became  a  part  of  it.  It 
was  predicted  then  by  some  of  the  founders  of 
this  Government  that  it  would  eventually  lead 
to  a  war.  To  the  indolent  it  was  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  fascinating  institution;  to  those  who  liked 
power  it  was  a  charm.  Then,  as  now,  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  family  preferred  to 
live  by  the  sweat  of  the  brows  of  others  rather 
than  their  own.  The  great  patiiots  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  and  found¬ 
ers  of  the  best’  government  the  world  has  ever 
known,  while  they  at  that  time  could  not  eradicate 
slavery,  embodied  their  sentiments  in  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence  which  ultimately  wrought  its 


doom.  That  all  men  were  created  equal,  with 
certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which  were  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness — this  senti¬ 
ment  continued  to  grow  and  spread  among  the 
people.  It  was  an  immortal  principle,  and  could 
not  be  suppressed.  It  was  the  great  enemy  to 
slavery  and  oppression;  and  it  was  that  which 
finally  wrought  its  destruction.  It  was  hoped, 
however,  by  the  founders  of  our  Government, 
that  the  institution  would  gradually  fade  away, 
and  that  a  civil  war  would  be  avoided.  But  in¬ 
stead  of  that  its  aggressive  power  was  felt  through¬ 
out  the  Government.  Then  came  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill  and  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  As  long  as  the  South  held 
the  Government,  they  were  satisfied  that  they 
could  use  it  for  the  protection,  and  even  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  slavery.  But  when  the  Republican  party 
came  into  power,  they,  keener  than  many  of  our 
Northern  politicians,  knew  that  slavery  was 
doomed  unless  they  could  succeed  in  establishing 
a  separate  government,  the  corner  stone  of  which 
should  rest  on  slavery.  With  the  loss  of  slavery 
thay  felt  that  their  political  power  would  be  gone 
forever,  consequently  they  decided  to  cast  every¬ 
thing  upon  that  issue,  and  at  once  declared  seces¬ 
sion. 

Before  the  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
many  of  the  Slave  States  had  seceded;  the  United 
States  Mint,  the  forts  and  the  arsenals  had  been 
seized,  and  that  grand  American  flag  had  been 
torn  down  and  insulted.  Not  long  after  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  the  Republican  President,  Fort 
Sumter  was  fired  upon,  and  its  surrender  was  de¬ 
manded.  This  sent  a  thrill  of  just  indignation 
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through  every  patriotic  heart  in  the  country,  and 
was  a  signal  for  a  call  to  arms  as  much  so  as  the 
call  for  75,000  volunteers  issued  by  President 
Lincoln. 

There  was  no  lack  of  response  to  this  call 
among  the  Northern  States,  and  no  State  more 
enthusiastically  or  patriotically  responded  than  the 
State  of  Iowa.  Hardly  had  the  sound  of  the  elec¬ 
tric  click  which  brought  the  message  of  President 
Lincoln,  calling  for  75,000  men,  died  away  before 
Iowa  had  her  quota  filled.  Men  and  money  were 
offered  without  reserve.  Volunteers  came  from 
all  avocations,  and  offered  up  their  lives  on  the 
altar  of  their  country.  Patriotism  was  dominant 
in  every  heart.  Party  lines  were  ignored,  and 
political  conflicts  were  forgotten,  and  all  formed 
themselves  together  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  The  people  of  the  North  deplored  this 
internecine  war,  yet  as  it  was  inevitable,  they  came 
forward  nobly  with  the  determination  to  end  it  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Linn  County  was  among  the  first  to  respond  to 
President  Lincoln’s  call,  which  was  made  on  the 
15  th  of  April,  1861,  three  days  after  the  rebels 
fired  on  Fort  Sumter.  Up  to  this  time  war  had 
been  deemed  by  the  people  generally  an  impossi¬ 
bility.  As  soon,  however,  as  the  fact  flashed  upon 
them  that  war  was  inevitable,  there  was  no  lack 
of  enthusiasm  or  no  want  of  patriotism  in  the 
response  to  the  call  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Iowa  was  exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  for 
its  chief  executive  that  firm  and  determined  patriot, 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  who,  during  the  long  rebel¬ 
lion,  became  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  war 
Governors  of  the  United  States,  and  who,  by  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and  his  unceas¬ 
ing  care  and  attention  of  the  volunteers,  forever 
embalmed  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  Iowa.  The  first  note  from  this  statesman  was 
dated  two  days  after  President  Lincoln’s  call  for 
troops.  It  was  addressed  to  Linn  County,  and 
stated  that  if  she  would  tender  him  a  full  company 
of  seventy-eight  good  men,  properly  officered, 
within  one  week,  he  would  place  it  at  the  disposal 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  among  other 
troops  required  by  the  State  of  Iowa.  By  April 
24,  within  the  time  required  by  the  Governor,  the 
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company  was  raised  and  officered.  T.  Z.  Cook 
was  chosen  Captain ;  J.  C.  Maitin,  First  Lieutenant ; 
George  W.  Stinson,  Second  Lieutenant;  and  J.  H. 
Stibbs,  Third  Lieutenant.  They  were  mustered 
into  the  First  Iowa  Regiment  of  Volunteers  as 
Company  K,  and  within  one  month  after  the  call 
of  the  President  it  entered  the  United  States  army 
for  the  defence  of  the  Government.  The  regiment 
was  engaged  at  Wilsons’  Creek,  under  Gen.  Lyon. 
They  were  under  the  three  months’  call,  and  were 
mustered  out  at  St.  Louis,  Aug.  25,  1861.  Nearly 
all  of  the  men  belonging  to  this  company  i-e- 
enlisted,  as  did  those  of  the  other  companies.  It 
is  our  pui-pose  only  to  give  a  very  brief  account  of 
Linn  County’s  loyalty  to  the  Union,  as  space  will 
not  permit  any  extended  account. 

Linn  County  furnished  a  vetei'an  of  two  wars, 
who  received  the  commission  of  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral,  and  was  the  only  man  from  this  county  re¬ 
ceiving  this  position.  This  was  Gen.  Thomas 
J.  McKean  (  see  sketch),  now  deceased,  who  was 
a  graduate  from  West  Point.  He  served  in  the 
Florida  war  until  its  close.  When  the  Mexican 
war  broke  out  he  raised  a  squad  of  men  and  formed 
Company  K,  Fifteenth  Regulars,  the  only  com 
pany  that  was  sent  out  by  this  State.  He  was  ap 
pointed  Sergeant  Major,  and  during  this  short  but 
bloody  contest,  he  distinguished  himself  for  his 
coolness  and  bravery.  Though  Gen.  McKean  was 
advanced  in  age  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
yet  Governor  Kirkwood  pi'oposed  his  name  for  the 
appointment  of  Brigadier  General,  and  he  was 
speedily  commissioned.  Later  on  in  the  war  he 
commanded  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  which  he 
planned. 

It  was  stirring  times  in  Linn  County  upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  The  people,  the  press 
and  the  pulpit,  were  fully  aroused  to  the  great 
emergency;  were  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Ad¬ 
ministration,  and  ready  to  do  all  they  could  to  meet 
the  demands  of  their  country;  there  was  no  fire 
in  the  rear  in  Linn  County.  The  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  held  a  special  meeting  to  take  steps  to  pio- 
vide  for  the  families  of  those  who  volunteei'ed,  and 
men  without  means.  Meetings  were  held  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  county  which  were  characterized 


by  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  Every  one  was  for 
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the  Union  cause,  and  for  putting  down  the  Rebel¬ 
lion;  every  part  of  the  county  sent  forth  its  volun¬ 
teers.  And  so  it  went  on  until  the  surrender  at 
Appomattox.  Every  call  of  the  great  and  noble 
President  upon  Iowa  was  met  by  its  grand  war 
Governor,  and  he  in  turn  never  made  a  call  on  the 
people  of  Linn  but  what  it  was  promptly  responded 
to.  The  record  of  Linn  County  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  is  a  noble  one.  Iler  soldiers  left  home 
and  dear  ones  for  bloody  battlefields,  to  fight  in 
the  defense  of  their  country,  and  most  nobly  did 
they  perform  their  mission,  many  of  them  laying 
down  their  lives  on  its  altar.  A  grateful  Republic, 
however,  remembers  their  noble  deeds  and  their 
great  sacrifices. 


Time  has  not  stayed  his  wings.  A  quarter  of  a 
century  has  passed  since  the  commencement  of 
those  bloody  scenes,  since  one  by  one  the  seat 
around  the  family  fireside  became  vacant,  a  plate 
at  the  table  unused;  yet  these  heroes  are  not  for¬ 
gotten,  though  the  weeds  of  mourning  have  disap¬ 
peared.  The  wounds  made  by  this  unhappy 
conflict  lie  too  deep  in  the  heart  for  memories  to 
become  oblivious.  Neither  is  the  war  forgotten, 
nor  the  lessons  it  taught.  They  stand  out  like 
lighthouses  on  a  rocky  coast  to  warn  us  of  danger; 
they  are  like  beacon  lights  so  illuminating  the 
course  over  our  political  sea  that  we  may  in  com¬ 
ing  ages  avoid  the  rocks  and  shoals,  and  forever 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  bloody  scenes. 
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ATLROADS  form  one  of  tire 
most  important  factors  in  the 
development  of  a  new  coun¬ 
try,  and  are  indispensable  to 
ihe  enjoyment  of  an  old 
and  well  established  State. 
They  have  greatly  aided 
in  the  opening  up  of  our  broad  domains, 
and  have  been  most  potential  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  our  civilization.  Slow, 
indeed,  would  have  been  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  country  had  there  been 
no  railroads  to  aid  the  people  with  their 
rapid  transportation.  It  will  soon  be 
sixty  years  since  the  first  railroad  track 
was  laid  in  this  country.  From  the  year 
1827,  which  marks  an  epoch  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  this  Nation — that  year  which  was  the 
Genesis  of  our  railway  system — improvements  in 
every  department  of  railroading  have  gone  steadily 
on,  until  to-day  there  are  about  155,000  miles  of 
railroad  track  in  the  United  States,  extending  from 
ocean  to  ocean,  spanning  a  continent,  and  penetrat- 
m  ;”s  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union.  From 
the  day  the  first  locomotive  was  set  in  motion — 

H1829 — thejr  have  been  constantly  multiplying  in 
numbers  until  they  can  now  be  counted  by  the 
tens  of  thousands,  and  have  become  the  great  lever 

Hthat  is  moving  the  business  of  the  country,  in 
fact,  the  power  that  is  moving  the  world. 

Since  the  first  agitation  of  railroad  enterprises 
in  this  county,  which  was  about  as  early  as  in  any 
other  county  in  the  State,  the  people  have  been 
very  earnest  and  active  on  the  subject.  The  early 
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settlers  of  this  county,  who  were  mostly  from  the 
Eastern  States,  were  naturally  attracted  toward 
railroad  projects,  and  also  desirous  of  being  con¬ 
nected  by  rail  with  their  former  homes.  The 
State,  to  stimulate  action  in  railroad  enterprises, 
had  made  liberal  land  grauts. 


Burlington,  Cedar  Eapids  &  Northern  Railroad 

f  S  the  headquarters  of  this  road  is  domiciled 
^  at  Cedar  Rapids  and  has  been  one  of  the 
5^j  0'sl  great  sources  of  its  growth,  and  as  it  is 
~‘j particularly  a  Linn  County  enterprise,  a  some- 
! q  what  extended  account  of  it  is  given.  In  the 
early  part  of  1865,  a  railroad  company  was 
organized  in  Cedar  Rapids,  which  subsequently 
formed  a  part  of  the  system  from  which  grew  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad. 
This  organization  was  known  as  the  Cedar  Rapids 
&  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  a  contract  was  let  for  the  granting  of  the  divi¬ 
sion  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  Vinton,  which  was  after¬ 
ward  to  be  the  great  railway  line  from  Minneapo¬ 
lis  and  St.  Paul  on  the  North,  to  St.  Louis  on  the 
South.  The  Cedar  Valley  Construction  Company 
took  the  contract  of  building  this  road  from  Cedar 
Rapids  to  Waterloo.  This  was  a  home  company. 
The  work  proceeded  slowly,  but  by  the  next  year 
a  large  portion  of  the  line  was  graded  toward 
Vinton. 

The  latter  part  of  that  year  (1866)  a  company 
was  organized  to  build  a  road  from  Cedar  Rapids 
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to  Burlington  via  Iowa  City,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  connect  with  the  road  from  Burlington,  via 
Keokuk,  to  St.  Louis.  In  1867  some  changes 
were  made  in  the  articles  of  incorporation,  officers 
and  directors,  and  George  Greene  was  made  P res¬ 
ident.  The  route  via  Iowa  City  was  abandoned, 
that  city  preferring  to  take  stock  in  another  road. 
On  June  30,  1S68,  the  consolidation  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Burlington,  and  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  St. 
Paul  Companies  took  place,  and  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion  was  formed,  called  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railway  Company,  with 
George  Greene  as  President.  Among  the  articles 
of  incorporation  of  the  new  organization,  was  one 
providing  that  Cedar  Rapids  should  be  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  company.  In  May,  1869,  contracts 
were  let  for  completing  the  first  division  from  Bur¬ 
lington  to  Cedar  Rapids.  It  was  provided  in  the 
contract  that  cars  should  be  running  to  Columbus 
Junction  by  Oct.  1,  1S69;  to  West  Liberty  by  Jan.  1, 
1S70,  and  to  Cedar  Rapids  by  Jan.  1,  1871.  This 
agreement  was  carried  out,  and  cars  were  running 
at  the  several  points  at  the  time  specified. 

In  the  spring  of  1870  track  laying  was  com¬ 
menced  on  the  second  division,  and  before  the  end 
of  the  year  cars  were  running  to  Waterloo.  W  ork 
was  pushed  with  vigor  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
1S71  the  road  was  completed  to  Plymouth,  mak¬ 
ing  a  line  of  road  of  218  miles  from  this  place  to 
Burlington.  Early  in  the  year  1872  trains  were 
running  into  St.  Paul.  The  Milwaukee  Division 
and  the  Pacific  Division  had  been  determined  upon 
before  the  main  line  had  completed,  and  consider¬ 
able  work  had  been  done.  In  September,  1S73, 
the  former  division  was  completed  from  Cedar 
Rapids  to  Postville,  a  distance  of  100  miles.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  the  Pacific  Division  was  opened  to 
Traer,  Tama  County,  which  remained  the  ter¬ 
minus  for  several  years. 

The  company  became  involved,  and  an  applica 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  was  made 
May  18,  1875,  which  was  granted  in  July.  The 
road  was  sold  under  foreclosure  June  22,  1876,  and 
was  purchased  by  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railroad  Company,  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  for  this  purpose  June  19,  which  is  the  origin 
of  the  present  company.  In  1879  the  new  corn¬ 
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pany  extended  its  line  to  Manly  Junction,  and  to 
the  Minnesota  line.  Other  branches  were  also 
extended  that  year.  In  1878  the  company  ac¬ 
quired  the  Chicago,  Chippewa  &  Western,  which 
track  had  been  laid  toward  Almira  thirty-three 
miles.  The  name  was  changed  to  the  Cedar  & 
Clinton  Railroad.  This  is  the  way  the  company 
secured  a  line  into  Clinton.  The  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
R.  R.  hold  a  lease  of  the  Iowa  City  &  Western 
Road,  which  was  completed  in  1S79.  The  Pacific 
Division  was  completed  to  Holland  in  1878.  The 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  Falls  &  Northwestern  was 
leased  by  the  company  from  Holland  to  Clarion 
in  1880.  This  line  was  extended  in  1881  from 
Clarion  to  Emmetsburgh,  a  distance  of  fifty-eight 
miles,  and  from  Emmetsburgh  to  Worthington, 
in  Minnesota,  sixty-nine  miles,  in  1S82;  from  Spirit 
Lake,  Minn.,  to  Watertown,  164  miles,  in  1SS4. 
The  total  length  of  the  Iowa  Falls  Division  is  387 
miles. 

The  company  have  now  under  their  control  9S9 
miles  of  railroad  track.  It  is  constantly  extending 
its  lines  and  strengthening  its  organization. 

The  round-house  and  the  shops  are  located  at 
Cedar  Rapids.  The  buildings  are  all  first-class, 
and  the  machinery  is  of  the  best  and  latest  im¬ 
proved  design.  They  are  the  largest  and  most 
complete  railway  shops  west  of  Chicago.  In  1885 
the  company  erected  their  office  building.  It  is 
an  elegant  three-story  structure,  finished  in  mod¬ 
ern  style,  and  cost,  including  grounds,  $58,504. 
What  the  company  need  now  is  a  new  station 
house,  and  we  learn  that  the  erection  of  one  is  un¬ 
der  contemplation. 

The  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  R,  R.  Company  is  a  rapidly 
growing  corporation,  and  is  under  one  of  the  best 


managements 


in  the  countrv.  It  has  brought 
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union  out  of  division,  strength  out  of  weakness  and 
solvency  out  of  bankruptcy.  The  genius  that 
planned  this  immense  undertaking  is  only  equaled 
by  that  which  executed  it.  The  advantage  of  this 
road  to  Cedar  Rapids  is  incalculable.  It  has  been 
as  a  great  river  pouring  into  her  lap  untold  wealth. 
As  this  company  is  domiciled  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  is  a  part  of  its  life  we  give  the  names  of  its  : 
officers:  President  and  General  Superintendent, 
C.  J.  Ives;  Vice-President  and  Superintendent, 
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Robert  Williams;  Assistant  Superintendent,  G.  A. 
Goodell;  Assistant  Superintendent  and  General 
Agent,  W.  P.  Brady;  Treasurer,  H.  H.  Hollister; 
Assistant  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  S.  S.  Dorwart; 
General  Solicitor,  S.  K.  Tracy;  Auditor,  J.  C. 
Broeksmit;  General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agent, 
l  J.  E.  Hannegan;  General  Freight  Agent,  J.  E. 
;  Utt;  Division  Freight  Agent,  C.  D.  Ives;  Master 
Mechanic,  R.  W.  Bushnell;  Chief  Engineer,  H. 

F.  White;  Paymaster  and  Purchasing  Agent, 
-  Theodore  Stickney.  Train  Master,  P.  A. 

ijj  Murphy;  Train  Master,  E.  O.  Soule;  Train 
:  Master,  E.  F.  Gage;  Train  Master,  C.  W.  Odell; 
lijjj  Train  Master,  A.  W.  Martin;  Sup’t  Telegraph  and 
Train  Dispatcher,  W.  P.  Ward;  Car  Accountant, 

G.  S.  Russell;  Traveling  Freight  Agent,  H. 
Aldrich;  Traveling  Passenger  Agent,  J.  H.  Mur¬ 
ray;  Traveling  Passenger  Agent,  C.  H.  Duxbury; 
Master  Builder,  J.  L.  Hardwick;  Traveling  Au¬ 
ditor,  A.  R.  Foote ;  Assistant  Traveling  Auditor, 
C.  D.  Wilson. 


The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 

jfWtA 

T  is  not  our  purpose  to  give  a  history  of 
this  road  only  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Iowa, 
or  Linn  County.  The  organization 

under  which  this  line  came  into  Cedar 
Rapids  was  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Ne¬ 
braska  Railroad  Company,  which  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  Clinton  in  January,  1856.  There 
were  several  railroad  projects  about  this  time  for¬ 
mulating  in  Clinton,  or  in  places  having  a  close 
proximity  to  the  Mississippi.  Finally  all  the  rail¬ 
road  enterprises  extending  westward  from  the  river 
unified  in  the  Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Rail¬ 
road.  When  that  company  commenced  their  op¬ 
erations,  it  was  expected  that  it  would  have  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Galena  Company.  Failing  to  re¬ 
ceive  this,  it  pressed  forward  its  work  unaided,  and 
by  the  latter  part  of  1857  had  the  track  laid  as  far 
as  the  Wapsipinicon  River,  a  distance  of  thirty-six 
miles.  In  July,  1858,  it  was  laid  as  far  as  Clar¬ 
ence,  Cedar  County,  and  in  December,  the  same 
year,  the  road  was  completed  to  Lisbon,  sixty-four 


miles  from  Clinton.  The  following  June  ( 1859) 
the  locomotive  steamed  into  Cedar  Rapids,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  eighty-two  miles  from  the  Mississippi. 
There  was  great  rejoicing  here,  and  the  event  was 
duly  celebrated.  It  was  a  most  important  event 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  for  it  was  the  termination  of  a 
struggle  for  railroad  supremacy  in  the  county.  In 
1863  this  road  was  leased  by  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  Company,  and  before  the  lease  expired  it 
had  secured  control  of  it.  Work  was  resumed  on 
the  extension  (for  which  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  Mis¬ 
souri  River  Railroad  Company  was  organized) 
and  pushed  with  vigor.  It  was  completed  across 
the  great  State  of  Iowa  to  Council  Bluffs  in  1867, 
where  it  made  connection  with  the  Union  Pacific. 

This  route  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  West,  and 
seems  naturally  adapted  for  a  railroad.  The  road 
was  constructed  to  Council  Bluffs  under  the  name 
of  the  Mississippi  Company.  This  is  one  of  the 
great  railroad  corporations  of  the  country,  and  this 
road  passing  through  Cedar  Rapids  did  much  to¬ 
ward  its  development. 

-3 - - i- 


Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

riWMSL  NDER  this  head  may  be  embraced  the 
Dubuque  &  Southwestern  Railroad,  and 
what  was  once  known  as  the  Sabula, 
Ackley  &  Dakota  Railroad.  The  first- 
'jtj''  named  company  was  organized  to  form 
the  connecting  link  between  the  Dubuque 
&  Sioux  City  and  the  Iowa  Air  Line  Railroad 
at  Anamosa.  These  enterprises  did  not  mature, 
but  the  Dubuque  &  Southwestern  Company  went 
on  with  their  work,  the  city  of  Dubuque  open¬ 
ing  its  hands  to  the  amount  of  $250,000  in 
aid  of  the  road.  In  1859  the  line  was  completed 
to  Anamosa,  and  reached  Springfield,  Linn 
County,  in  the  early  part  of  1861.  Here  the 
work  was  suspended  until  about  the  close 
of  the  war.  Work  was  resumed,  and  late  in  the 
year  1864,  the  road  was  completed  to  Marion.  In 
the  extension  of  this  line  from  Anamosa,  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Marion  contributed  about  $50,000.  This 
gave  to  the  city  of  Marion  its  first  railroad,  and 
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there  was  great  rejoicing  upon  its  arrival.  This 
was  an  important  road,  not  only  to  that  city  but  to 
this  section  of  the  country.  It  was  the  first  north 
and  south  line  completed  in  the  Slate,  and  opened 
up  communications  between  the  northern  and 
southern  portions,  and  also  with  the  State  capital. 
In  1S65  the  road  was  extended  from  Marion  to 
Cedar  Rapids.  In  1S7S  this  road  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul, 
whose  vigorous  management  soon  put  new  life 
into  it. 

The  Sabula,  Ackley  &  Dakota  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany  was  rather  a  Marion  enterprise.  The  com¬ 
pany  was  formed  in  Marion  during  the  winter  of 
1S69,  the  object  of  this  organization  being  to  con¬ 
struct  a  road  from  Sabula,  in  Jackson  County, 

I  westerly  through  this  county,  Jones  and  Linn  to 
Marion,  thence  through  Benton,  Tama  and 
j  Grundy  counties  to  Ackley,  in  Hardin  County. 
The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company 
was  desirous  of  having  an  Iowa  extension,  and  a 
conference  was  held  between  the  citizens  of  Marion 
and  others  on  the  line  of  this  proposed  road  and 
the  managers  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Company,  at  Milwaukee,  which  resulted  in 
the  organization  of  the  above  company.  These 
two  companies  entered  into  a  contract  which  pro 


mm 


vided  that  the  Sabula,  Ackley  &  Dakota  Company 
should  do  the  grading  and  tieing,  and  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Company  the  ironing  and 
the  operating  of  the  road.  The  road  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1870,  and  during  that  year  it  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  cars  were  running  to  Preston,  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles.  Marion  Township  voted  a  tax 
of  five  per  cent,  in  aid  of  this  road,  and  the  citizens 
contributed  about  $25,000,  making  in  all  about  $90,- 
000.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  1872,  the  track 
was  finished  and  the  cars  were  running  into  Ma- 
rion.  This  track  joins  the  Southwestern  at  Paralta 
and  both  lines  enter  Marion  together. 

When  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
secured  its  extension  to  Cedar  Rapids,  that  place 
was  virtually  made  the  terminus  of  this  division  of 
the  road.  A  depot,  roundhouse  and  other  railroad 
buildings  were  erected.  It  is  expected  that  they 
will  soon  erect  an  elegant  depot  here  and  other¬ 
wise  improve  their  grounds.  This  company  ex¬ 
tended  its  main  line  on  from  Marion  westward  to 
Tama  City  and  on  to  the  Missouri  River.  It  is 
now  one  of  the  most  powerful  railroad  corporations 
of  the  West,  and  is  yearly  growing  and  extending 
its  lines.  Its  entrance  into  Cedar  Rapids  was  a 
marked  feature  in  its  history,  and  it  will  do  much 
to  advance  its  growth  and  future  prosperity. 


~ 1  iXTTII 


HIS  beautiful  and  metropoli¬ 
tan  city  is  situated  in  the 
lovely  valley  of  the  Cedar, 
on  either  side  of  whose 
waters,  it  grandly  reposes. 
It  is  in  Rapids  Township, 
one  of  the  pleasantest,  if  not 
the  most  fertile  in  Linn  County. 
According  to  the  best  authorities, 
among  whom  is  Robert  Ellis, 
now  living  on  his  farm  near  the 
city,  it  was  first  settled  in  the 
spring  of  1 83S,  by  Osgood  Shep¬ 
ard  and  William  Stone,  the  former 
locating  on  the  east  and  the  latter 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The 
location  of  the  site  is  along  by 
the  rapids  of  the  river,  from  which  the  city  derived 
its  name.  Following  the  above  named  pioneers 
in  locating  about  the  rapids  were  Philip  Hull,  John 
Young,  Messrs.  Galloway  and  Granger,  O.  S* 
Bowling  and  Robert  Ellis,  who  formed  the  settle¬ 
ment  here  for  the  year  1S38. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  quite  an  addition  was 
made  to  the  settlement  in  the  persons  of  Joseph  H. 
and  John  Listebarger,  Thomas  Gainer,  David  W. 
King  and  Joel  and  James  Leverich,  the  latter  two 
with  Shepard,  were  not  regai'ded  as  very  reputable 
citizens,  and  were  supposed  to  have  been  connected 
with  a  gang  of  horse  thieves  and  counterfeiters. 
Shepard  opened  a  public  house  in  the  settlement, 
which  was  the  first  in  the  Rapids,  and  was  called 
“  Shepard’s  Tavern.”  There  is  quite  a  contrast 
between  the  inn  of  that  time  and  the  fine  South¬ 
ern  Hotel,  which  now  graces  the  city.  This  “tav¬ 


ern"  was  the  headquarters  of  the  counterfeiters 
and  horse  thieves,  and  others  engaged  in  irregular 
and  dishonest  traffic.  Shepard’s  wife  was  the  first 
woman  to  settle  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Mrs.  Gainer, 
whose  Christian  name  was  Rosehanna,  was  the 
second.  The  latter  has  the  honor  of  producing 
the  first  original,  or  native  settler,  in  the  person  ot 
a  daughter,  born  May  15,  1840,  from  the  labor  of 
which  the  mother  soon  afterward  died.  This  lit¬ 
tle  pioneer  baby,  who  had  been  named  Mary,  was 
of  too  delicate  mould  to  stand  the  hardships  of  a 
new  settlement,  especially  without  a  mother — that 
dearest  of  earthly  beings — and  its  spirit,  with  the 
falling  of  autumn’s  first  leaves,  took  its  flight  into 
a  brighter  world.  These  were  the  first  deaths  in 
the  county. 

In  1841  a  town  was  laid  out  and  platted.  It 
only  embraced  at  that  time  three  cabins.  About 
this  time  the  lands  contained  in  the  site  became  the 
property  of  George  Greene,  Osgood  Shepard, 
Addison  Daniels,  J.  E.  Sanford,  A.  L.  Roach,  S. 
H.  Tryon,  H.  W.  Gray,  N.  B.  Brown  and  a  Mr. 
Carson.  In  1842  George  Greene  and  N.  B.  Brown 
became  the  sole  owners  of  the  town  property. 

In  1841  Robert  Ellis  started  the  first  commer¬ 
cial  enterprise.  This  was  no  less  a  project  than 
the  shipping  of  the  products  of  this  section  of  new 
country  down  the  Cedar  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
thence  to  New  Orleans.  For  this  voyage  he  had 
the  previous  winter  and  spring  constructed  flat- 
boats.  His  cargo  consisted  of  about  4,000  bushels 
of  wheat,  and  was  the  first  shipment  made  on  this 
river  to  the  Mississippi. 

In  1S42  the  first  sawmill  was  started,  and  the 
following  year  the  first  grist  mill.  Prior  to  this 
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time  (1S41 )  a  clam  had  been  constructed  across  the  rous  tillage  of  the  husbandman,  and  if  the  products 

river,  and  the  day  of  our  National  Independence  of  his  labor  was  directed  toward  Cedar  Rapids  and 

•vas  chosen  to  celebrate  its  completion.  means  secured  to  transport  it  from  there  to  the  0 

During  the  winter  of  1843-3  the  settlement  was  different  markets  East  and  South,  their  object 


much  astonished  at  the  extravagance  of  Vardee  in 
erecting  a  frame  dwelling.  It  stood  on  the  corner 
of  what  was  subsequently  known  as  Adams  and 
Brown  streets.  Vulcan’s  art  was  represented  here 
in  1S43  in  the  person  of  Stephen  Campbell.  He 
was  soon  followed  by  the  expounder  of  Black- 
stone  in  no  less  a  personage  than  Isaac  Cook. 
The  responsibility  of  enforcing  the  law  and  admin¬ 
istering  justice  rested  on  the  shoulders  of  John 
Shearer,  J.  P.,  whose  executive  officer  was  James 
Lewis.  Dr.  S.  M.  Price  is  the  first  physician 
whose  name  is  remembered.  Dr.  E.  L.  Mansfield 
was  the  first  physician,  however,  to  make  a  per¬ 
manent  settlement.  He  was  skilled  in  his  profes¬ 
sion,  and  built  up  a  large  practice.  He  is  still  liv 
ing,  a  hale,  hearty  old  gentleman,  having  retired 
with  a  handsome  competence. 

George  and  Joseph  Greene  were  the  pioneer 
merchants,  opening  their  stock  of  goods  to  the 
i  public  on  First  street  in  1842.  The  first  school 
was  opened  this  year  by  Miss  Emily  Coffman,  but 
it  was  some  years  later  that  a  school  building  was 
erected. 

A  Methodist  society  was  organized  here  in  1843, 
by  Rev.  Isaac  Searles,  at  the  residence  of  John 
Listebarger.  There  had,  however,  prior  to  this 
time  been  preaching  at  private  houses  by  an  itiner- 
ant  of  this  persuasion. 

Peter  W.  Earl  lias  the  credit  of  erecting  the  first 
brick  building.  It  was  located  on  what  is  now 
called  First  avenue.  In  1S47  the  Government 
opened  a  postoffice  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  com¬ 
mission  as  postmaster  was  issued  to  Joseph  Greene. 
About  ten  years  later,  or  in  1856,  the  first  express 
route  was  opened,  extending  from  Cedar  Rapids 
■  to  Iowa  City. 

1  o  seek  an  outlet,  or  an  adequate  and  cheap 
means  of  transportation  for  the  products  of  the 
county,  was  a  subject  of  serious  consideration  by 
the  enterprising  men  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The 
securing  of  this  they  correctly  concluded  would 
make  the  town  the  commercial  center  of  this  sec¬ 
tion.  The  rich  soil  was  responding  to  the  vigo- 


would  be  obtained.  With  this  end  in  view,  a  com¬ 
pany  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  navigating 
the  Cedar.  The  first  boat  was  constructed  at  : 
Pittsburg  in  1S5S,  and  adapted  especially  for  the 
sand  bars  and  winding  channel  of  this  river.  It 

°  w  u 

was  named  “Cedar  Rapids,”  had  a  large  tonnage, 
and  cost  about  $20,000.  The  boat  was  run  for 
about  two  years,  with  profit  to  the  owners,  when 
it  ran  into  another  boat  near  Burlington  and  sank 
it.  This  brought  on  a  lawsuit,  pending  which  the 
Cedar  Rapids  was  laid  up. 

During  this  year  ( 1 S56 )  about  was  constructed 
here  for  the  purpose  of  navigating  the  river  above 
Cedar  Rapids.  It  was  called  “Black  Hawk,”  and 
plied  between  the  above  named  place  and  Water¬ 
loo.  This  boat  did  a  large  transportation  business, 
and  especially  after  the  railroad  reached  the 
Rapids,  and  was  a  financial  success.  When  the 
rebellion  opened,  it  was  sold  to  the  United  States 
Government,  taken  down  the  rivers  Cedar  and 
Mississippi,  and  used  as  a  supply  boat  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Cumberland. 

The  completion  of  the  railroad  to  this  town  and 
its  extension  beyond,  put  an  end  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Cedar.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  this 
transportation  company,  and  in  addition  to  the  fiat 
boats  put  on  the  Cedar  by  Robert  Ellis,  as  men¬ 
tioned  above,  there  were  other  enterprising  men 
engaged  in  transporting  the  products  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  to  St.  Louis,  and  sometimes  as  far  as  New 
Orleans. 


#1 
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Time,  that  works  changes  in  all  things,  has  had 


a  marked  effect  here.  The  placid  waters  of  the 
Cedar  now  quietly  go  their  way  through  wood¬ 
land  and  valleys  unfretted  by  prow  or  wheel  until 
they  are  lost  in  the  great  “Father  of  Waters.”  ] 
With  its  splendid  railroad  facilities,  with  lines  ex¬ 
tending  to  every  point  of  the  compass,  Cedar  \ 
Rapids  has  no  longer  any  use  for  water  transpor¬ 
tation.  The  first  railroad  was  completed  to  Cedar 
Rapids  in  June,  1S59,  and  was  extended  across  E 
Iowa  to  Council  Bluffs  in  1S67,  where  it  made 
connections  with  the  Union  Pacific. 
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In  July,  1S56,  Cedar  Rapids  was  incorporated  as 
a  city.  On  August  7,  following,  an  election  was 
held  for  a  full  board  of  officials,  with  Isaac  N. 
Whittam  as  Mayor.  The  city  officials  from  the 
first  to  the  last,  have  been  very  creditable,  admin¬ 
istering  the  municipal  affairs  with  economy  and 
ability. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  city  has  a  very  good  fire  department,  which 
was  first  organized  in  1S69.  A  steamer  and  a 
hand  engine  were  subsequently  purchased.  Since 
the  establishment  of  the  waterworks  this  power  is 
mostly  depended  upon  in  cases  of  fire.  Hose  com¬ 
panies  have  been  established  in  different  parts  of 
the  city  which  are  always  ready  upon  the  alarm 
of  fire.  If  horses  were  kept  ready  to  move  these 
hose  carts,  there  would  be  nothing  further  to  sug¬ 
gest  in  this  direction.  Connected  with  the  fire  de¬ 
partment  is  the  Garnerwell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph, 
complete  in  all  its  arrangements. 

WATERWORKS. 

The  Waterworks  of  the  city  are  of  the  supe¬ 
rior  Holly  system,  and  were  established  in  1S75. 

The  building  is  constructed  of  cut  stone  from 
Linn  County  quarries.  The  works  are  located  on 
the  banks  of  the  Cedar,  and  the  water  is  taken 
through  a  pipe  which  extends  out  into  the  river. 
The  entire  city  is  surrounded  by  mains,  with  hy¬ 
drants  at  convenient  distances.  The  engines  and 
pumps  have  a  capacity  of  4,000,000  gallons  every 
twenty-four  hours.  If  the  water  was  taken  from 
the  pure,  cold  springs  north  of  the  city,  the  citizens 
of  Cedar  Rapids  could  have  nothing  further  to  ask 
for  in  regard  to  water  supply. 

The  city  was  lighted  with  gas  as  early  as  1S71, 
and  since  the  invention  of  the  electric  system  it  has 
been  liberally  provided  with  electric  light. 

Cedar  Rapids  is  well  and  systematically  laid  out. 
The  streets  that  run  parallel  with  the  river  (nearly 
north  and  south)  are  numbered,  commencing  at 
the  river  on  the  east  side,  thus:  First  street,  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  and  so  on.  On  the  west  side  they  are 
numbered  the  same  with  the  addition  of  the  word 
West.  The  streets  running  east  and  west  are 
called  avenues,  thus:  First  Avenue,  Second 
Avenue,  and  so  on.  In  the  resident  portion  they 


are  adorned  with  beautiful  shade  trees,  and  lawns, 
which  are  well  kept,  and  many  of  them  with  pala¬ 
tial  homes  that  would  do  credit  to  any  city  in  the 
world.  Those  north  of  First  Avenue  are  called 
A  Avenue,  B  Avenue,  and  so  on.  Both  the  av¬ 
enues  and  streets  are  wide,  the  avenues  having 


the  greater  width. 


The  streets  are  all  well  graded 


and  have  a  good  rock  and  gravel  foundation. 

So  well  located  and  so  firmly  established,  with 
its  able  and  foreseeing  business  men,  the  future  ot 
the  city  cannot  but  be  one  of  continued  growth 
and  prosperity.  With  its  grand  system  of  railways 
reaching  out  to  every  point  of  the  compass,  it  has 
unequaled  facilities  as  a  manufacturing  and  a  job¬ 
bing  center.  To  the  west  and  northwest  Cedar 
Rapids  certainly  has  no  rival  for  many  hundred 
miles,  while  to  the  east  and  south,  by  the  energy 
of  her  business  men,  she  is  absorbing  the  territory 
that  formerly  was  controlled  by  older  cities.  In  all 
the  essentials  for  a  large  city,  none  are  better 
equipped  in  the  State;  none  are  surrounded  with 
more  beautiful  scenery,  and  none  have  a  healthier 
location.  With  all  these  advantages,  it  would 
seem  that  there  was  nothing  further  to  be  desired 
by  the  business  man,  nor  the  man  of  leisure.  Na¬ 
ture  has  done  well  her  part  in  the  formation  of  a 
grand  site  for  a  city,  and  those  who  have  had  con¬ 
trol  of  the  affairs  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  shap¬ 
ing  of  her  destiny,  have  most  worthily  done  theirs. 

If  we  may  except  the  great  metropolis,  Chicago, 
there  is  no  city  in  the  West  so  liberally  supplied 
with  bridges.  As  much  of  the  business,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  live  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  the  city,  together  with  the  county, 
have  most  generously  provided  means  of  free  transit 
from  one  side  to  the  other.  The  first  means  of 
crossing  the  river  other  than  dry  fording  was  by 
boats. 

The  first  bridge  constructed  across  the  Cedar 
was  in  the  winter  of  1S56-7,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Seventh  avenue.  The  piers  were  not 
over  strong,  and  in  the  spring  there  was  an  unusual 
flood  which  threw  heavy  bodies  of  ice  against 
the  piers  and  spans,  carrying  them  away.  Two 
young  ladies  who  were  crossing  when  the  bridge 
fell,  lost  their  lives.  A  float-bridge  was  next  con¬ 
structed,  and  this  was  carried  away  during  the 


s 


IP! 

o|o 

Ml 


111 


Irfcfp  -SSir1  IsA 


main 

kutmrrau 


Z2EII  -- 


lUiniiimimiTiKninn 


;txnnn 


tiTrvixivvntxTrriziiixii'nSl 


» ■  1 1 1 »  nt 


nmn 


zxiwm 


T^iiiiiiiinnniuJiitiiiii3 

Wpk  ' 


miumiiiuiiruniH 


Si. 


938 


LINN  COUNTY. 


n 


break-up  in  January,  1S58.  The  latter  part  of 
this  year  the  Seventh  avenue  bridge  was  rebuilt. 
During  the  winter  of  1S59-60  a  toll  bridge  was 
completed  at  First  avenue,  then  called  Iowa  ave¬ 
nue,  by  an  incorporated  company  known  as  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Bridge  Company.  In  the  spring 
of  1871  this  also  was  destroyed  by  ice.  In  the 
spring  of  1874  a  vote  was  taken  on  the  proposi¬ 
tion  to  grant  corporate  aid  for  the  construction  of 
two  free  bridges,  which  was  carried  in  the  affir¬ 
mative.  They  were  to  be  built  at  B  and  Four¬ 
teenth  avenues,  then  known  as  Benton  and  James 
streets.  The  one  across  from  B  avenue  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1875,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000,  which  was 
raised  by  private  subscription,  except  $6,000  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  city.  The  Fourteenth  avenue 
bridge  was  completed  in  1S76,  at  a  cost  of  $28,000, 
the  county  giving  $12,000,  the  city  $6,000,  and 
the  balance  being  raised  by  private  contributions. 
Subsequently  a  bridge  was  constructed  at  Third 
avenue  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  Within  the  last  few 
years  a  new  bridge  has  been  built  at  First  avenue 
at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000,  the  best  bridge  struc¬ 
ture  in  the  city. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  three  railroad 
bridges  crossing  the  Cedar  within  the  city  limits. 
1  he  above  bridges  afford  ample  means  of  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  two  divisions  of  the  city  and 
the  different  parts  of  the  county. 


BANKS. 

The  city  is  very  well  supplied  with  substantial 
banking  institutions.  The  City  National  Bank  was 
organized  in  1864,  with  S.  C.  Bever  as  President, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  It  was  re-incorpo- 
rated  in  1S84.  Mr.  Bever  is  still  President,  with 
his  sons,  G.  W.  and  J.  L.  Bever,  respectively 
Vice-President  and  Cashier.  This  bank  was  suc- 
essor  to  S.  C.  Bever  &  Sons’  private  bank,  and 
as  a  good  building  and  offices. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  incorporated  in 
September,  1S64,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 
W.  W.  Walker  was  President  and  John  Weare 
Cashier.  The  capital  stock  has  been  increased  to 
100,000.  It  was  incorporated,  and  John  Weare 
s  now  President,  with  Charles  Weare  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  John  Dean  Cashier,  and  Ed.  Weare  assist- 
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banking 


ant.  I  hey  have  an  elegant  banking  office. 

•  I  he  Merchants’  National  Bank  was  organized  in 
March,  18S1,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000, 
which  was  supplemented  with  a  surplus  of  $20,000. 
R.  D.  Stephens  was  President,  J.  W.  Henderson 
Vice-President,  and  Charles  E.  Putnam  Cashier. 
Surplus  capital  now  $60,000.  Mr.  Stephens  died 
in  1883,  and  was  succeeded  by  M.  A.  Higley;  the 
other  officers  remain  the  same.  The 
house  is  neat  and  commodious. 

The  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank  was  organized 
in  March,  1883,  and  opened  for  business  the  fol¬ 
lowing  May.  The  capital  stock  was  $50,000, 
which  has  been  increased  to  $85,000.  It  occupies 
the  building  formerly  used  by  the  First  National 
Bank.  The  officers  of  this  bank  are:  John  T. 
Hamilton,  President,  Charles  B.  Soutter  and  I. 
Daniels,  Vice-Presidents,  and  ].  M.  Dinwiddie, 
Cashier. 

O.  N.  Hall  has  a  private  bank,  and  in  addition 
to  his  extensive  business  in  this  line,  he  is  largely 
engaged  in  real  estate. 

There  is  another  private  bank  operated  by  G. 
F.  Van  Vechten  which  was  established  in  1876. 
The  above  mentioned  banks  are  all  resting  on  a 
solid  foundation  and  carried  on  by  responsible  and 
experienced  business  men.  The  prosperity  of 
Cedar  Rapids  has  been  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
her  vigorous  banking  system.  Two  of  the  oldest 
banks  have  outlived  their  first  charters,  and  had 
them  renewed.  It  is  more  remarkable  that  they 
are  officered  mostly  by  the  men  who  were  with 
them  at  their  first  opening  in  1S64.  During  the 
history  of  the  city  many  other  banks  were  estab¬ 
lished,  but  were  from  time  to  time  discontinued 
for  various  causes. 

INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Cedar  Rapids  has  also  two  very  substantial  in¬ 
surance  companies,  the  Farmer’s  and  the  Cedar 
Rapids.  The  Farmer’s  Insurance  Company  was 
established  in  i860.  It  has  always  paid  its  losses 
with  promptness,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  reliable  companies  in  the  State.  Its  policies 
are  only  issued  upon  farm  property  and  detached 
dwellings.  The  Cedar  Rapids  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  covering  the  same  class  of  property,  wa 
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established  in  1878.  Some  of  the  most  solid 
business  men  of  the  city  are  connected  with  this 
company. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

One  of  the  most  important  institutions  of  the 
State  has  its  headquarters  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
this  is  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Society.  The 
first  annual  fair  of  this  society  was  held  here  in 
September,  1871,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
years — iS74and  1875 — it  has  been  held  here  every 
year  since.  New  grounds  were  purchased  and  fit¬ 
ted  up  last  year  on  the  east  side  of  the  boulevard, 
a  short  distance  from  town.  A  good  half  mile 
course  was  laid  out,  which  with  other  improve¬ 
ments  and  good  buildings  constitute  first-class 
grounds.  The  fairs  held  here  have  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  have  been  attended  with  marked 
interest. 

MANUFACTURING  INTERESTS. 

Manufactories  are  the  potential  influences  which 
contribute  most  to  the  growth  of  a  town.  Where 
these  are  not  possessed  by  a  city  it  has  no  solid, 
substantial  structure  upon  which  to  base  its  pros¬ 
perity.  A  city  may  have  a  spasmodic  develop¬ 
ment  occasionally,  stimulated  by  speculation,  or 
produced  by  a  favorable  current  of  trade,  but 
without  the  manufacturing  industries  to  support  it 
it  has  no  reliable  basis  for  development  and  pros¬ 
perity.  In  this  department  Cedar  Rapids  is  not 
lacking.  In  this  connection  may  be  properly  men¬ 
tioned  the  packing  house  of  T.  M.  Sinclair  &  Co. 
This  industry  has  done  much  to  increase  the 
growth  of  the  town.  It  was  established  in  1870, 
and  the  business  of  the  house  has  been  increasing 
ever  since.  Their  capacity  now  is  about  3,000 
hogs  per  day.  Their  buildings,  which  are  nearly 
all  of  the  most  substantial  character,  cover  about 
sixteen  acres  of  ground,  including  space  necessary 
for  their  operations.  About  600  carloads  of  salt 
are  used  annually  by  this  firm  in  packing.  Since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Sinclair  C.  B.  Soutter  has  charge 
of  the  business. 

The  Cedar  Rapids  Linseed  Oil  Works  is  an¬ 
other  important  industry.  This  is  an  incorporated 
company,  and  was  established  in  1869,  with  George 
Greene  as  President,  and  W.  B.  Mack,  Secretary 
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and  Superintendent.  This  has  in  the  main  bee 
a  prosperous  business.  The  period  when  it  was 
not  so  was  owing  to  a  change  in  its  management. 

The  company  was  reorganized  and  reincorporated, 
and  is  now  again  under  the  successful  manage 
inent  of  W.  B.  Mack,  who  has  been  the  presiding 
genius  of  the  business,  with  Jay  J.  Smyth  as  Pres¬ 
ident.  They  work  up  about  100,000  bushels  of  C|  X 
seed  annually,  which  the}'  gather  from  the  West- 
and  Northwest.  Their  market  is  at  home,  St. 

Louis,  Chicago  and  Milwaukee. 

Cedar  Rapids  was  early  to  establish  a  wagon 
factory.  A  company  was  organized  in  1866,  un¬ 
der  the  firm  name  of  Upton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  to 
embark  in  this  business.  It  is  now  known  as  the 
Star  Wagon  Company,  and  F.  J.  Upton,  the 
founder  of  the  establishment,  is  President.  They 
have  had  a  large  trade,  and  their  work  is  known 
all  over  this  part  of  the  country  for  its  excellence 
and  durability. 

With  flour  mills  Cedar  Rapids  is  well  supplied. 

Her  fine  water  power  has  been  a  great  aid  to  this  A 
department  of  industry.  Few  cities  have  been 
so  conveniently  supplied.  N.  B.  Brown,  the  pio¬ 
neer  mill  man,  established  a  flour  mill  as  early  as 
1842.  Many  improvements  have  been  made  in 
this  mill  since  that  date,  and  its  capacity  largely 
increased.  Mr.  Brown,  the  founder,  is  dead,  and 
his  son,  N.  E.  Brown,  now  has  charge  of  the 
business. 

Alexander  Ely  was  the  next  to  establish  a  mill. 

This  was  in  1845.  The  mill  was  operated  by  him 
for  several  years.  It  has  passed  through  several 
ownerships,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Watrous 
&  Snouffer.  Its  capacity  has  been  greatly  en¬ 
larged  from  that  of  1845,  and  new  and  modern 
machinery  put  in. 

The  North  Star  Oatmeal  Mills  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  1873  by  Robert  Stewart.  In  1875  a  large 
seven  story  brick  building  was  erected  for  the 
mill,  and  equipped  with  the  most  improved  ma¬ 
chinery.  George  Douglas  became  a  partner  in 
the  business.  He  is  dead,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  George  B.  The  capacity  of  the  mill  is 
about  600  barrels  of  oatmeal  per  day. 

The  Union  Mills  were  built  by  H.  G.  Angle, 
but  have  been  owned  and  operated  since  1862  by  AfU 
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W.  S.  Cooper.  All  the  above  mills  turn  out  good 
flour,  and  have  a  ready  market  for  all  they  can 
manufacture. 

One  of  the  important  fact.ories  in  Cedar  Rapids 
is  that  of  Gifford  &  Douglas,  boots  and  shoes. 
This  is  a  large  establishment,  and  turns  out  excel¬ 
lent  goods. 

The  Eagle  Woolen  Mills,  on  the  West  side,  is 
a  concern  of  great  credit  to  Cedar  Rapids.  It  has 
been  established  many  years,  and  has  been  a  bene¬ 
factor  to  the  people,  furnishing  them  a  good  arti¬ 
cle  of  woolen  goods  at  moderate  prices.  It  is  un¬ 
der  the  management  of  John  Whitfield. 

Cedar  Rapids  has  two  large  breweries,  where 
people  who  desire  it  can  secure  a  good  article  of 
home  made  beer. 

The  vinegar  works  of  A.  Brecht  &  bon  is  an¬ 
other  creditable  industry.  It  is  an  old  establish¬ 
ment,  being  opened  in  1S69.  They  are  also  en 
gaged  in  the  pickling  business. 

E.  R.  Williams  &  Hunting  are  largely  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors,  blinds,  and  all 
the  appliances  which  enter  into  the  construction  of 
houses. 

To  not  mention  the  Cedar  Rapids  Pump  Fac¬ 
tory,  LaTourette  &  M unger,  Managers,  would  be 
leaving  out  one  of  the  important  industries  of  the 
city.  They  carry  on  a  large  business,  and  their 
products  are  always  in  demand. 

There  are  also  several  other  manufacturing  es¬ 
tablishments  in  the  city,  such  as  boiler  works, 
cracker  factories,  paper  and  wood  box  factories, 
plows,  galvanized  iron  works,  confectionery,  etc., 
all  contributing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

MERCANTILE  INTERESTS. 

In  the  mercantile  line  Cedar  Rapids  has  no 
superior  in  the  State.  Her  jobbing  and  retail 
houses  are  well  filled  with  the  best  quality  of 
goods,  and  the  proprietors  are  men  of  capital  and 
experience.  The  buildings  mostly  are  substantial 
and  commodious,  many  of  them  constructed  after 
the  most  improved  style  of  architecture. 

RAILROADS. 

Cedar  Rapids  has  become  quite  a  railroad 
center,  which  has  aided  largely  in  her  develop- 


aasa! 


ment.  Two  of  the  great  lines  of  the  West  pass 
through  the  place,  and  one  of  the  rapidly  growing 
corporations  is  domiciled  here — the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern.  The  importance  to 
Cedar  Rapids  of  the  last-named  road  can  hardly 
be  estimated,  and  as  this  company  extends  its  lines 
and  perfects  its  system,  so  will  the  benefits  to  the 
city  multiply.  Its  main  line  reaches  far  away  to  the 
north,  forming  connections  with  other  lines,  while 
its  immediate  branches  extend  on  either  side, 
opening  up  to  her  enterprise  a  vast  extent  of  the 
richest  territory  of  Iowa.  Its  many  lines  converg¬ 
ing  here  form  the  great  arteries  of  trade  through 
which  pulsate  the  business  life  of  the  city. 

There  are  three  street-car  routes,  which  are  ad¬ 
mirably  arranged  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
people.  One  of  these  lines  runs  on  First  avenue 
to  the  Boulevard,  and  thence  to  Marion.  At  the 
Boulevard  a  dummy  is  attached  to  the  car,  which 
takes  it  to  Marion  and  back.  These  trips  are 
made  about  every  two  hours,  which  is  a  great 
convenience  to  the  people  living  in  the  two  cities. 

LAND  COMPANIES. 

A  number  of  railroad,  land,  coal  and  other  cor¬ 
porations  have  their  offices  here,  some  of  the  more 
important  of  which  are  the  Iowa  Falls  &  Sioux 
City  R.  R.  Co.;  Sioux  City  &  Pacific;  Maple 
River;  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley; 
Iowa  Railroad  Land  Company;  Sioux  City  & 
Iowa  Falls  Town  Lot  and  Land  Company;  the 
Missouri  Valley  Land  Company,  and  the  Moinaga 
Coal  Company,  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

RELIGIOUS. 

From  the  first  organization  of  a  religious  soci¬ 
ety,  as  before  mentioned,  at  the  home  of  John 
Listebarger,  then  located  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  near  B  avenue, these  societies  have  increased 
until  they  now  number  over  twenty.  F rom  the  log 
cabin  in  which  services  were  once  held,  elegfant 
church  edifices  have  sprung  up  in  different  parts 
of  the  town,  and  where  at  first  there  were  only  a 
few  worshipers,  there  are  now  thousands.  The 
faithful  entered  upon  their  work  with  zeal,  and  in 
the  name  of  Christ  labored  on,  increasing  their 
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nine  school  months  and  is  divided  into  two  semi- 
terms  of  eighteen  weeks  each.  The  number  of 
pupils  enrolled  the  past  year  was  2,787,  and  the 
number  of  teachers  employed  was  sixty-four. 

In  addition  to  its  splendid  public  schools  Cedar  j?i 
Rapids  has  a  private  school  of  learning  known  as 
the  Coe  Collegiate  Institute,  which  is  the  out¬ 
growth  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Collegiate  Institute, 
founded  in  1S53.  This  was  an  incorporated  in¬ 
stitution  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  in  shares 
of  $25  each.  At  its  inception  it  was  aided  by  the 
Iowa  City  Presbytery,  who  were  given  the  right 
to  nominate  all  the  teachers,  which  were  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
college.  It  passed  through  many  changes  and 
vicissitudes  before  it  became  a  permanently 
established  institution  of  learning.  In  1S75  the 
name  was  changed  to  that  of  Coe  Collegiate  In¬ 
stitute,  receiving  the  name  from  Daniel  Coe,  who 
had  aided  the  college  financially,  and  passed  into 
the  control  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Presbytery.  It 
has  risen  rapidly  within  the  last  few  years  into 
public  favor,  and  has  taken  its  place  among  the 
first  class  colleges  of  the  West.  The  faculty  now 


numbers  as  the  population  grew.  Each  denomi¬ 
nation  labored  to  make  this  city  a  center,  a  nursery 
of  Christianity, ‘from  which  would  grow  up  re¬ 
ligious  men  and  women  that  would  be  a  blessing 
to  society,  and  an  honor  to  the  country.  The 
various  denominations  are  well  represented,  and 
presided  over  by  an  able  ministry,  and  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  in  a  prosperous  condition. 


EDUCATIONAL. 

The  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  early  gave  their 
attention  to  the  education  of  the  young,  and  with 
unflagging  zeal  have  pursued,  almost  from  the 
first,  a  well  defined  system  of  instruction.  The 
result  of  this  has  been  that  Cedar  Rapids  has  the 
best  educational  facilities  of  any  town  in  the  State. 

The  first  public  school  building  was  erected  late 
in  1S46,  and  a  school  was  opened  in  this  building 
the  following  winter.  A  partially  graded  school 
was  established  in  1856,  but  the  graded  school 
system  did  not  generally  go  into  force  until  1861. 
From  that  time  forward  rapid  progress  has  been 
made  in  educational  matters.  There  are  eight 
school  buildings,  located  in  the  different  wards, 
and  named  after  the  Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  beginning  with  Washington,  and  ending 
with  Tyler.  This  includes  the  high  school,  which 
is-  named  the  Washington  School.  There  are 
also  several  miscellaneous  schools.  All  of  the 
eight  named  school  buildings  are  constructed  of 
brick;  all  are  large,  substantial  and  airy,  and  some 
of  them  are  marked  for  their  architectural  beauty, 
and  are  modernly  furnished  and  equipped.  The 
aggregate  seating  capacity  is  3,674,  with  a  cost  of 
$134,500.  The  grounds  upon  which  these  build¬ 
ings  are  located  are  valued  at  $47,200. 

The  alumni  of  the  high  school  now  includes 
102  members,  the  first  class  graduating  in  1873. 
The  annual  meetings  of  the  Board  are  held  on  the 
third  Mondays  of  March  and  September,  and  the 
regular  meetings  on  the  first  Monday  of  each 
month.  The  superintendent  is  the  executive  of¬ 
ficer  of  this  Board.  The  pupils  are  expected  to 
commence  their  attendance  promptly  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  each  term.  The  school  year  consists  or 
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ARION  is  situated  in  Ma¬ 
rion  Township,  by  far  the 
largest,  and  one  of  the 
finest  and  richest  in  the 
county.  The  nature  of 
the  land  is  undulating 
prairie,  with  but  little  timber.  It  is 
well  drained,  rich  and  very  product¬ 
ive.  The  farms  are  well  cultivated 
and  the  farm  buildings  are  mostly 
first  class.  Had  the  pioneers  ad¬ 
vanced  into  this  fair  section  of  the 
county  or  been  less  inclined  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  or  about  timber,  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  first  settlement  would 
have  been  made  in  this  township. 
As  it  was,  it  was  left  until  the  spring  of  1838, 
when  William  K.  Farnsworth  came  in  and  made 
a  claim  just  south  of  the  city,  called  Isbell’s  Grove. 
Other  claims  had  been  made  here  by  persons,  but 
no  settlement  had  been  made.  After  the  county 
seat  was  located  at  Marion,  which  was  early  in  the 
year  1S39,  quite  an  incentive  was  given  to  the  set¬ 
tlement  in  this  locality.  Among  those  coming  in 
during  that  year,  were  Luman  M.  Strong,  James 
W.  Bassitt,  R.  H.  Lucone,  John  C.  Berry,  Hosea 
W.  Gray,  James  W.  Willis,  George  W.  Gray, 
ohn  Margrave,  Aaron  Moriarty,  James  H. 
Blackman,  the  Ross  family,  James  and  Henderson 
Smith,  and  Henry  Thompson.  These  all  made 
claims  adjacent  to  the  county  seat.  There  was  also 


during  that  year  a  settlement  made  between  Marion 
and  Cedar  Rapids. 

There  were  many  privations  endured  during  the 
early  settlement,  and  many  hardships.  No  differ¬ 
ent  was  it  here,  however,  than  in  other  places. 
The  people  had  to  go  to  Muscatine  or  Rochester 
to  do  their  trading,  or  get  their  mails.  Ox  teams 
were  about  the  only  means  of  conveyance,  and 
there  were  no  roads  nor  bridges. 

The  name  of  Marion  was  selected  for  the  future 
city  in  memory  of  Gen.  Francis  Marion  of  Revo¬ 
lutionary  fame.  About  the  first  of  December, 
1839,  the  town  was  laid  off  into  lots  under  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  D.  A.  Woodbridge.  The  survey  was 
made  by  Ross  McCloud,  who  had  been  appointed 
County  Surveyor,  assisted  by  A.  J.  McKean,  H. 
W.  Gray,  Elisha  Kemp  and  Ira  Wilson.  The 
town  was  laid  off  on  section  i,and  the  blocks  were 
250  feet  square,  with  lots  60  by  120  feet.  It  was 
ascertained  that  this  land  belonged  to  the  general 
government,  and  accordingly  it  was  subsequently 
entered  by  the  County  Commissioners,  Ephraim 
J.  Lewis,  B.  McGonigle  and  Oliver  Day.  Lu¬ 
man  M.  Strong,  whose  claim  extended  into  the 
town  plat,  erected  the  first  house  in  1839.  He 
also  opened  a  tavern  here,  which  was  located  on 
the  Center  Point  road.  Soon  afterward,  Henry 
Thompson  and  D.  A.  Woodbridge  built  a  house 
north  of  the  town  plat.  Finishing  this,  they  had 
the  courage  to  put  up  a  log  cabin  for  a  store  build¬ 
ing,  into  which  they  put  a  stock  of  goods.  A 
license  was  issued  to  them,  Woodbridge  &  Thomp- 
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son,  bearing  date  Oct.  9,  1S39,  granting  them  the 
privilege  “to  vend  and  retail  merchandise  for  one 
year  from  date.”  In  the  spring  of  18^0  Addison 
Daniels  came  on  a  prospecting  tour  in  quest  of  a 
good  place  to  embark  in  the  mercantile  business. 
He  decided  that  Marion  was  as  good  a  place  as  he 
wanted,  and,  contracting  for  a  building,  to  be 
erected,  started  off  to  St.  Louis  for  his  stock  of 
goods.  In  the  course  of  time  he  returned  and 
opened  his  stock  to  the  pioneers.  Mr.  Daniels 
thought  Marion  as  good  a  place  to  live  as  there 
was  in  the  county  and  never  left  it,  accumulating 
by  his  industry  and  good  business  habits  a  hand¬ 
some  fortune.  The  building  in  whieh  he  first 
opened  his  ^oods  was  only  a  medium  sized  room, 
and  cost  less  than  $75.  It  was  located  on  the  west 
side  of  Market  street  near  Main,  and  was  the 
fourth  house  erected  in  the  town,  or  within  the 
town  plat.  Those  previously  built  were,  one  by 
George  Greene,  one  by  Joseph  W.  Bigger,  a  frame 
house,  and  the  first  erected  for  his  own  use,  and  one 
which  he  built  for  L.  D.  Phillips  for  hotel  purposes. 
This  latter  was  opened  by  Mr.  Phillips  as  the  Amer¬ 
ican  House.  Subsequently  he  converted  it  into  a 
store  for  the  reason,  no  doubt,  that  another  hotel 
had  been  opened,  and  at  that  time  there  was  not 
business  enough  for  two.  This  was  the  Iowa 
House,  and  was  put  up  and  opened  by  O.  S.  Hall. 

There  were  comparatively  few  settlers  here  then, 
but  it  seems  they  could  not  get  along  without  a 
jail,  and  a  log  one  was  put  up.  Soon  afterward  a 
courthouse  was  erected.  The  latter  building-  was 
occupied  by  the  Methodists  for  church  purposes. 

The  Marion  settlement  developed  a  good  deal 
of  enterprise  in  1S40.  Among  other  business  pro¬ 
jects  a  sawmill  was  set  up  and  put  in  motion. 
This  was  a  blessing  to  the  pioneers  as  it  supplied 
them  with  ready  made  building  material.  It  was 
located  about  a  half  mile  west  of  town,  and  was 
owned  by  Hiram  Beales.  The  first  religious  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  here  during  this  summer.  Out¬ 
door  meetings  were  held  when  the  weather  was 
favorable,  and  when  it  was  not,  the  Court-house 
was  used. 

In  1841  the  first  school-house  was  built  and  a 
school  opened,  taught  by  Mr.  Higby.  Religious 
services  were  also  held  in  this  building,  and  it  was 


here  that  the  first  religious  society — the  Methodist 
— was  organized  by  Rev.  Mr.  Emerson.  The 
following  year  the  Presbyterians  formed  a  society, 
holding  their  meetings  in  this  building. 

A  postoffice  was  opened  in  the  latter  part  of r  - 


1  ^39,  with  Addison  Daniels  as  postmaster,  who 
used  Mr.  Strong’s  house  for  an  office. 

The  first  brick  buildi  ng  was  erected  in  1842,  by 
W.  IT.  Woodbridge,  and  was  located  on  Marion 
street.  The  first  physician  to  locate  here  was  Dr. 
A.  H.  Tryon,  He  was  soon  followed  by  Drs. 
F.  W.  Taylor,  James  Cummins  and  C.  W.  Phelps. 
In  1842  Dr.  Henry  Ristine  came  in.  He  is  now 
at  Cedar  Rapids  and  has  an  extensive  practice. 
The  first  lawyer  to  put  out  his  shingle  was  George 
Greene,  who  afterward  served  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  the  State  for  eight  years.  Judge  Greene 
first  located  at  Ivanhoe  in  1839,  where  he  taught 
school.  Among  other  lawyers  who  located  here 
at  an  early  day  was  A.  L.  Roach,  who  in  after 
years  was  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  In¬ 
diana.  The  Marion  bar  furnished  many  able  law¬ 
yers  who  became  distinguished,  not  only  in  their 
profession  but  as  legislators  and  in  other  walks  of 
life. 

As  county  officials,  with  other  new  settlers, 
erected  their  homes,  Marion  began* to  assume  an 
air  of  some  importance.  Indeed,  it  was  not  long 
before  she  became  a  flourishing  village.  So  rapid 
was  her  growth  that  in  1855  her  population  was 
estimated  at  1,500  souls.  Before  this,  however, 
and  even  along  in  the  forties,  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  was  directed  to  railroad  projects.  But  for 
many  years  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment 
from  various  causes.  They  fondly  hoped  that  the 
Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Railroad  would  come 
through  their  town,  but  they  saw  the  line  pass 
south  of  them  through  '  Cedar  Rapids.  Previous 
to  this  a  convention  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Linn, 
Clinton,  Jones,  Jackson  and  other  counties,  had 
been  called  to  meet  at  Maquoketa  to  discuss  rail¬ 
road  matters.  The  result  of  this  conference  was 
the  organization  of  the  Iowa  Central  Air  Line 
Railroad  Company,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
build  a  road  from  the  Mississippi,  at  or  near  Sa- 
bula,  through  Jackson,  Jones  and  Linn  Counties  to 
the  Cedar  River,  making  connection  with 
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load  that  was  to  be  built  from  St.  Charles,  HI.,  to 
Savannah.  This  line  was  to  pass  through  Marion. 
So  much  interest  was  manifested  in  this  project  by 
the  people  of  Linn  County  that  they  voted  at  an 
election  held  in  June,  1856,  in  favor  of  issuing 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $200,000  to  aid  in  its  con¬ 
struction.  Congressional  and  State  aid  was  given. 
Finally  a  contract  was  let  to  some  New  York  cap¬ 
italists  to  construct  the  first  eighty  miles  of  this 
road  to  Marion.  Before  anything  was  done,  how¬ 
ever,  the  panic  of  1857  came  011 5  the  contractors 
were  unable  to  proceed,  and  the  project  for  the 
time  was  abandoned. 

Another  project  was  the  construction  of  a  road 
gPH  Dubuque  through  Anamosa,  Marion,  Cedar 

Rapids,  Iowa  City,  and  thence  o  Keokuk,  a 
preliminary  survey  of  wtrch  was  made  by  Thos. 
J.  McKean.  This  road  was  called  by  its  enemies, 
the  “Ram’s  Horn,”  on  account  of  its  crookedness, 
and  the  project  was  not  a  success.  Years  after¬ 
ward  a  road  was  constructed  nearly  on  the  origi¬ 
nal  line  contemplated  by  these  projectors.  The 
Dubuque  and  Southern  railroad  project  was 
started  and  pushed  forward  with  more  success.  It 
was  completed  to  Anamosa  in  1859,  and  to  Spring- 
ville,  Linn  County,  in  1861.  The  war  coming  on, 
work  was  suspended  for  a  few  years.  In  the 
early  part  of  1864  work  was  resumed,  and  by  the 
following  fall  the  line  was  completed  to  Marion, 
which  gave  her  her  first  railroad.  Her  citizens 
contributed  liberally  toward  the  completion  of 
this  road  from  Anamosa  to  their  town. 

In  1S69  a  company  under  the  name  of  the 
Sabula,  Ackley  &  Dakota  Railroad  was  organized 
in  Marion,  the  object  of  which  was  to  construct 
a  line  from  Sabula  through  Jones  and  Linn  Coun¬ 
ties  to  Marion  and  thence  westward.  They  were 
to  co-operate  with. the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Company,  do  the  grading  and  tying,  and  the 
latter  company  was  to  iron  and  operate  the  road. 
Twenty  miles  of  this  road  was  completed  in  1870; 
and  in  1871  it  was  extended  into  Jones  County, 
and  in  December,  1872,  the  track  was  finished  at 
Marion.  The  township  raised  by  a  tax  about 
$6o,ooo,  and  the'  citizens  by  private  contributions 
about  $25,000  in  aid  of  this  road. 

Marion  continued  to  grow  in  a  healthy  and  sub- 


stantial  manner  until  the  war  came  on.  At  this 
time  its  population  was  about  2,000.  The  war  as 
afFected  this  town  as  it  did  all  others.  Her  people, 
however,  were  of  a  character  not  easily  discour¬ 
aged;  they  met  the  crisis  manfully  and  came  out  of 
the  struggle  with  spirits  unbroken,  and  ready  to 
grapple  with  the  labors  of  the  future. 

In  1865  a  city  government  was  established  with 
Thomas  A.  McKean  as  Mayor;  G.  A.  Gray, 
Recorder;  W.  II.  McDonald,  S.  W.  Rathbun,  G. 

F.  Woods,  O.  C.  Wyman  and  N.  W.  Owen, 
Trustees. 

An  effort  was  made  in  1871,  to  remove  the 
county  seat  from  Marion  to  Cedar  Rapids.  This, 
however,  was  defeated  after  a  hard,  and  at  times,  a 
bitter  contest. 

Up  to  1874  no  special  effort  had  been  made  to 
protect  the  city  against  the  ravages  of  fire.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  a  fire  department  was  organized,  and 
placed  on  a  good  footing.  The  city  had  no  water¬ 
works  and  it  had  to  depend  entirely  on  water  and 
chemical  engines,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies. 

In  addition  to  the  other  railroads  Marion  is  con¬ 
nected  with  Cedar  Rapids  with  a  short  line  called  j 
the  “Dummy”  road.  This  is  operated  by  a  dummy  | 
ri\.P  until  the  cars  reach  the  city  —  ^ll 


of  Cedar 


Rapids,  where  horses  are  attached  which  take  the 
cars  to  the  terminus  near  the  river.  A  freight  §  ill 
car  passes  back  and  forth  over  this  line,  and  consid¬ 
erable  merchandise  is  thus  handled.  Trips  are 
made  at  short  intervals  through  the  day  and  up  to 
about  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  affording  ready  and 
onvenient  communication  between  the  two  cities. 

The  manufacturing  interests  are  fair.  There  are 
two  wagon  shops,  a  brewery,  and  a  flour  mill. 
Marion  is  a  good  business  town,  and  its  various 
interests  are  in  a  healthy  condition.  At  the  present 
time  the  population  is  estimated  at  about  3,000, 
and  it  is  constantly  increasing.  The  town  is  well 
laid  out,  having  a  square,  or  park,  in  the  center. 
Around  this  park  are  the  principal  business  blocks 
which  are  well  built  and  substantial.  In  the  park 
is  a  fine  growth  of  shade  trees  underneath  which 
have  been  placed  by  the  considerate  citizens  com¬ 
fortable  seats.  This  park  and  these  seats  are  much 
sought  for  by  the  people  in  the  warm  summer  days. 

In  the  center  of  the  park  is  a  fountain  which  adds 
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much  to  its  attractiveness,  and  about  it  are  placed 
ornamental  urns.  On  one  side  is  a  fine  well  of 
water. 

Not  only  in  the  park  are  there  fine  shade  trees, 
but  this  seems  to  be  a  special  feature  of  the  city; 
and  with  the  beautiful  groves  surrounding  it,  it 
has  justly  received  the  name  of  “  Grove  City.” 

In  the  location  of  Marion  the  pioneers  displayed 
good  judgment;  for  it  is  not  only  in  a  healthy 
region,  but  one  of  exceeding  beauty.  The  social 
character  of  the  people  is  one  of  refinement  and 
cultivation  and  content. 

Linn  County  has  made  ample  provisions  for  its 
poor.  Situated  a  few  miles  northeast  of  Marion, 
in  a  rich  section  of  the  township,  is  the  County 
Farm,  with  a  half  section  of  land  under  good  cul¬ 
tivation.  The  buildings  ars  creditable,  especially 
the  barn,  which  is  large  and  well  built.  Grain 
and  stock  are  raised  on  the  Farm,  and  it  is  man¬ 
aged  with  system  and  economy.  The  percentage 
of  paupers  in  Linn  County  is  very  light. 

She  is  also  ably  represented  by  newspapers, 
having  three  good  journals,  amply  supported  by 
the  people. 

The  city  is  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  waterworks.  The  water  is  to 
be  brought  from  some  pure  cold  springs  not  far 
from  town.  When  this  is  done  it  will  add  much 
to  the  value  of  Marion  as  a  place  of  residence, 
which  has  been  converted  from  a  wilderness  into 
a  beautiful  city.  Those  who  remain  to  witness 
this  great  transformation  can  behold  with  pride 
their  achievements;  and  in  the  evening  of  their 
days  can  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent  the  results  of 
their  labors. 

Banks, 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  MARION. 


HE  splendid  business  men  with  which 
Marion  has  ever  been  favored,  displayed 
their  usual  enterprise  in  being  among  the 
very  first  to  organize  a  bank  under  the  Na- 
tional  Banking  Act  of  1863.  Mr.  Redman 
Vy  D.  Stephens,  a  sagacious,  far-seeing  business 
man  of  that  place,  readily  saw  the  advantages  such 
an  institution  would  give,  both  to  the  public  and 
stockholders,  and  immediately  inaugurated  means 


for  its  organization.  As  early  as  June  12,  1863, 
the  preliminary  certificate  of  its  organization  was 
signed  bv  the  following  gentlemen:  Redman  D. 
Stephens,  Norman  W.  Isbell,  Andrew  J.  McKean, 
James  F.  Hervey,  Joseph  Mentzer,  William  Cook 
and  David  McAfee,  and  acknowledged  before 
Thomas  Corbett,  Notary  Public.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  they  were  all  elected  Direc¬ 
tors.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  were  known  far 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  Linn  County;  in  fact, 
there  is  perhaps  no  financial  institution  existing 
to-day  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa  which  ever  had 
a  wiser  and  more  capable  Board  of  Directors  than 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Marion  had  at  its  or¬ 
ganization.  Joseph  Mentzer  was  elected  President 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Redman  D.  Stephens 
Cashier  of  the  Bank.  Mr.  Mentzer  served  as 
President  until  September  26,  1864,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Stephens  was  chosen  to  the 
position.  He  served  most  efficiently  until  the  re¬ 
organization  of  the  bank,  and  in  the  new  institu¬ 
tion  was  elected  to  the  same  position  and  remained 
at  its  head  until  his  death.  The  unsurpassed  rep¬ 
utation,  both  in  financial  circles  and  among  its 
patrons  justly  acquired  by  thjs  bank,  is  due  to  the 
extraordinary  business  sagacity  and  rare  executive 
ability  of  Mr.  Stephens. 

Mr.  Ferdinand  D.  Winslow  was  appointed 
Cashier  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Stephens,  and 
filled  the  position  until  April  14,  1869,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  A.  W.  Crandell,  who  served 
until  Ma}'  6,  1875.  His  successor,  Jackson  W. 
Bowdish,  held  the  office  until  February  22,  18S1, 
when  Jay  J.  Smyth  was  appointed  and  served  until 
the  re-organization. 

The  original  number  of  the  bank  was  77,  which 
indicates  how  quickly  after  the  law  went  into  effect 
it  was  organized.  However,  on  account  of  in¬ 
formality  in  the  papers,  it  lost  this  number  and 
subsequently  received  that  of  117.  The  paid-up 
capital  at  first  was  $50,000,  which  was  increased 
June  20,  1865,  to  $67,000.  but  November  20,  1880, 
was  reduced  to  its  original  amount.  Among  those 
who  have  served  as  Directors  of  the  bank  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  are:  Isaac  L.  Allen,  Ferdinand  S. 
Winslow,  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Frank  G.  Her¬ 
vey,  Richard  Thomas,  A.  W.  Crandell,  E.  C. 
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Byam,  Henry  A.  Collin,  John  M.  Ristine,  John 
Davis,  Daniel  Lothian,  Louisa  B.  Stephens,  J.  S. 
Alexander  and  William  G.  Porter. 

The  bank  had  now  about  filled  the  time  for 
which  it  was  originally  chartered,  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  at  a  meeting  of  its  stockholders  held  June 
30,  1882,  plans  were  inaugurated  for  liquidating 
its  affairs  as  rapidly  as  possible.  A  new  bank  by 
the  same  name  and  with  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$50,000  was  then  organized,  to  which  was  given 
the  number  3753-  Sixty  per  cent,  of  the  capital 
was  paid  in  at  that  time  from  the  undivided  divi¬ 
dend  of  the  old  bank,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  July,  the  remaining  forty  per  cent,  was 
paid  from  the  surplus  of  the  old  bank;  the  stock¬ 
holders  also  paid  twenty  per  cent,  additional  as  a 
surplus  fund.  The  bank  has  now  a  surplus  of 
$25,000  and  holds  undivided  profits  of  a  like 
amount. 

For  the  new  bank  the  following  officers  were 
chosen:  Redman  D.  Stephens  President,  and 

Jay  J.  Smyth  Cashier.  After  the  former’s  death, 
which  occurred  March  30,  18S3,  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Louisa  B.  Stephens,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
She  served  until  April  1,  1885,  when  the  present 
incumhent,  Jay  J.  Smyth,  was  chosen  President. 
J.  S.  Alexander  was  then  elected  Vice-President 
and  Samuel  N.  Goodhue  Cashier,  both  of  whom 
have  since  filled  their  respective  positions  with 
ability.  The  present  Directors  are  Jay  J.  Smyth, 
J.  S.  Alexander,  R.  D.  Stephens,  H.  A.  Collin,  A. 
J.  McKean,  F.  G.  Hervey  and  E.  A.  Vaughn. 
J.  S.  Smyth  and  William  G.  Porter  have  also 
served  as  Directors. 

Mr.  Jay  J.  Smyth,  the  President  of  the  bank,  is 
regarded  as  an  excellent  financier  and  under  his 
able  management  the  bank  has  retained  the  high 
standing  and  enviable  reputation  won  for  it  while 
under  the  direction  of  that  greatest  of  all  financiers 
ever  known  in  Linn  County,  Mr.  Redman  D. 
Stephens. 

Prior  to  the  organization  of  this  bank  there  had 
been  several  private  banks,  the  first  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  was  that  of  R.  &  W.  Smith.  In  1856 
another  was  opened  by  Greene,  Weare  &  Graves, 
which  was  a  branch  of  their  Cedar  Rapids  bank. 


the  BANKING  HOUSE  OF  a.  DANIEI.S 

PANY. 

The  name  of  the  pioneer  merchant  of  Marion, 
and  one  of  the  most  honored  citizens  that  ever 
graced  this  county,  is  perpetuated  in  the  name  of 
this  solid  financial  institution. 

Addison  Daniels  was  the  second  merchant  of 
the  place,  as  to  priority  of  offering  goods  to  .  the 
few  settlers  of  this  locality,  but  as  being  the  most 
extensive  dealer  in  general  merchandise  in 
county,  for  years  stood  at  the  head.  He  was  an 
exceptionally  enterprising  man,  and  accumulated 
a  vast  fortune. 

In  May,  1883,  in  company  with  his  brother 
1  reston  and  his  nephew,  A.  L.  Daniels,  the  Bank¬ 
ing  House  ot  A.  Daniels  &  Co.  was  organized  at 
Marion.  The  gentlemen  composing  it  were  not 
only  thoroughly  identified  with  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  financially  solid,  hut  were  gentle¬ 
manly  and  courteous  in  their  dealings  with  the 
public.  They  therefore  enjoyed  both  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  good  will  of  the  people,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  a  prosperous  career  as  a  financial 
institution.  Preston  Daniels  is  the  President,  and 
A.  L.  Daniels  the  Cashier,  both  gentlemen  of 
high  standing  in  the  community. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  and  school  buildings  of  Marion  in 
the  early  days  were  about  the  same  as  in  most 
frontier  settlements,  and  there  was  a  striking  pov¬ 
erty  in  textbooks;  the  teachers  themselves,  in 
most  instances,  were  in  much  better  condition  to 
learn  than  to  teach,  and  there  was  no  regular  sys¬ 
tem.  The  students,  except  during  the  winter 
months,  were  mostly  young  children,  the  older 
ones  being  needed  at  home  to  assist  in  the  general 
support  of  the  family.  The  schools  were  sup¬ 
ported  by  taxes  apportioned  to  the  districts. 
Sometimes  this  tax  was  deficient,  and  in  such  cases 
the  balance  was  made  up  by  private  subscriptions. 
In  1S54  an  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  graded 
school.  A  building  was  erected,  but  was  not 
completed  until  1855.  Failing  to  secure  a  proper 
man  to  open  the  school,  R.  D.  Stephens,  one  of 
the  school  committee,  was  induced  to  take  charge 
himself.  The  school  was  opened  in  November 
with  some  200  pupils,  and  Mr.  Stephens  as  Prin- 
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cipal.  He  conducted  it  for  one  month,  and  then 
the  services  of  a  competent  teacher  were  secured. 

A  large,  elegant  brick  school  building  situated 
in  the  center  of  a  block  was  completed  in  1868. 
It  is  two  stories  high,  with  basement  and  commo¬ 
dious  departments  supplied  with  all  modern  com¬ 
forts.  The  general  attendance  is  large,  and  the 
pupils  are  in  charge  of  an  excellent  corps  of  in¬ 
structors. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Marion  is  well  supplied  with  religious  institu¬ 
tions,  liberally  supported  by  her  people,  who  are 
attentive  to  their  religious  duties. 

A  Methodist  class  was  organized  at  Marion  in 
1840,  and  was  presided  over  by  O.  S.  Hall.  Serv¬ 
ices  were  first  held  under  an  oak  tree,  and  subse¬ 
quently  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Hall.  The  first 
regular  pastor  of  the  Methodist  denomination  was 
Rev.  Mr.  Ingham,  who  came  in  1842.  Services 
were  then  held  in  the  school  house,  and  afterward 
in  the  courthouse,  which  was  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in  the 
winter  of  1842  by  Rev.  J.  Stockel,  and  consisted 
of  nine  members.  Subsequently  two  other  Pres¬ 
byterian  societies  were  organized,  one  being 
merged  into  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the 
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the  Presbyterian  Society  completed  their  edifice 

ZI S  I 

under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Mar¬ 
shall,  who  served  this  congregation  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century 
prosperous  condition. 

The  Baptists  organized  a  societ}r  in  1S43  in  the 
township,  at  the  house  of  Elisha  Ives.  Rev.  W. 

B.  Morey  of  Iowa  City,  presided,  and  preached 
the  sermon.  The  society  did  not  grow  very  fast, 
and  only  held  occasional  meetings  for  a  long  time. 

A  church  building  was  finally  completed  in  the 
latter  part  of  1853.  It  was  not,  however,  until 
1856  that  the  society  was  able  to  support  a  pastor 
independent  of  the  Home  Mission  Society. 

The  Church  of  Christ  was  established  in  1843 
at  Dry  Creek.  Its  membership  increased  very 
slowly.  T11  1856  a  very  good  house  of  worship  11 
was  erected  in  town. 

One  of  the  finest  church  edifices  in  Marion  is 
the  Congregational,  which  was  erected  on  the  old 
site.  It  is  constructed  of  brick,  of  very  pleasing 
style  of  architecture.  This  society  is  quite  large 
and  prosperous. 

The  Catholic  Church  was  late  in  forming-  an 
organization  here.  In  1867  they  erected  a  sub¬ 
stantial  building  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 

Father  Lowery,  and  the  parish  is  in  fair  condition. 
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STORIES  of  townships 
are  an  essential  and  prom¬ 
inent  part  of  the  county 
history.  The  various 
parts  of  Linn  County 
M  were  settled  by  mem 
most  of  whom  have  rep- 


now  living  in  the 


tGY^  resentatives 

county,  or  are  still  living  here 
themselves.  A  careful  reading  of 
the  incidents  relating  to  the  early 
settlement  of  the  several  townships 
will  repay  the  reader,  as  each  one 
contains  the  names  of  the  first  set¬ 
tlers,  and  many  other  items  which 
are  required  to  make  the  history 
complete.  The  township  histories  are  given  in 
their  alphabetical  order,  and  the  sketches  of  the 
Tillages  are  included  in  their  respective  townships. 

- - 

BERTRAM  TOWNSHIP. 

^HIS  township  was  among  the  earliest 
settled  in  the  county.  As  early  as  1838 
there  came  into  this  township  and  entered 
claims,  the  Oxleys, — Perry  and  Everett,  T. 
&  W.  Campbell,  John  Hunter,  Israel,  Albert 
'  and  Henry  Mitchell,  and  P.  D.  Hannan. 
These  were  men  of  energy  and  character,  and 
did  much  toward  the  development  of  the  town¬ 
ship  and  the  county  also.  It  was  in  the  township 
of  Bertram  that  the  first  town  in  the  county  was 
platted,  and  the  first  election  held.  And  it  was  at 


one  time  expected  that  the  count)'  seat  would  be 
located  here.  Bertram  is  drained  by  the  Cedar, 
and  some  little  streams  that  empty  into  it.  The 
surface  of  the  county  is  much  broken  and  very 
liberally  timbered.  While  this  is  the  general  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  township,  it  possesses  some  fine 
undulating  fields,  the  soil  of  which  is  fertile  and 
easily  tilled. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  -runs 
nearly  east  and  west  through  the  township,  having 
a  station  which  is  called  Bertram,  at  which  place 
the  people  get  their  transportation  and  their  mails. 
The  population  of  the  township  is  at  present  about 
Soo. 

-3 - - t- 

Bertram  Village. 

fjpERTRAM  is  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago 
|  &  Northwestern,  and  was  laid  out  on 
section  34  of  the  township  which  bears 
its  name,  in  1858.  The  town  was  started 
after  the  line  of  railroad  had  been  deter¬ 
mined.  Before  this  there  was  a  sawmill, 
which  was  set  at  about  a  half  mile  from  its  site, 
which  furnished  building  material.  The  first  store 
was  opened  here  in  the  spring  of  1858,  by  Cook 
&  Nelson.  After  the  trains  commenced  running 
which  was  in  the  early  part  of  1859,  other  stores 
were  opened,  shops  were  built,  a  postoffice  estab¬ 
lished,  and  a  hotel  started.  A  good  planing-mill 
was  also  erected  and  put  in  operation.  The  youth 
were  not  neglected,  for  a  schoolhouse  was  erected 
and  a  school  established  for  their  education. 
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The  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people  were  also 
looked  after.  The  Methodist  society  organized 
and  erected  a  house  of  worship,  in  which  they 
called  in  their  followers  and  those  outside  of  the 
pale  of  their  church.  This  organization  has  been 
kept  up  since  that  time  with  more  or  less  activity. 
The  Baptists  also  organized  a  society  here  which 
was  for  a  time  very  well  attended. 

Bertram  did  not  sustain  the  hopes  of  its  projec¬ 
tors.  If  all  towns  did  this  there  would  be  no 
people  left  for  the  country.  It  would  take  a  pretty 
active  enumerator  now  to  score  a  hundred  here. 
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BOULDER  TOWNSHIP. 

N  the  extreme  northeastern  part  of  Linn 
County  is  the  township  of  Boulder.  It 
is  an  excellent  agricultural  district.  The 
surface  of  the  township  is  generally  rolling 
and  beautifully  timbered.  From  the  emi¬ 
nence  of  some  knolls  a  grand  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  view  meets  the  eye  from  every  quarter.  For 
miles  either  way  during  the  growing  season,  the 
eye  beholds  verdant  fields,  dotted  over  with  fine 
farm  residences,  schoolhouses,  etc.  Before  the 
hand  of  man  had  subdued  these  lands;  and  when 
the  prairies  and  woodlands  were  in  their  virgin 
state,  the  scenery  from  these  eminences  must  have 
been  extremely  charming.  With  its  green  flow¬ 
ery  carpet,  its  undulating  surface,  skirted  by  beau¬ 
tiful  and  refreshing  groves  that  more  definitely 
mark  the  boundaries,  it  must  have  presented  to 
the  eye  of  the  lone  traveler  or  new  settler  a  scene 
most  beautiful  and  sublimely  grand. 

Through  the  southwestern  portion  flows  Buffalo 
Creek  by  which,  and  some  little  tributaries,  the 
township  is  watered  and  drained;  along  the  water 
courses  there  is  considerable  timber.  In  1851 
William  Wagner  came  in  and  made  a  settlement. 
He  was  soon  followed  by  Silas  Edginton  and  Wil¬ 
liam  McQueen.  Later  on  came  William  Ward, 
B.  Harrison,  H.  B.  Brown,  Frank  Cooley,  J.  Q. 
Wilds,  J.  Barnhardt  and  John  Wagner.  Soon 
after  the  settlement  was  formed  a  school  was 
opened.  It  was  located  about  one  mile  northeast 
of  the  present  site  of  Prairieburg.  Another  school 


was  subsequently  opened  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
town.  It  was  in  this  schoolhouse  that  the  Metho¬ 
dists  first  organized  a  class  in  1S57,  which  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Rev.  John  Bell.  In  the  early 
part  of  1854  a  grist-mill  was  started  by  John  Mc¬ 
Queen,  something  over  a  mile  southwest  of  the 
present  village  of  Prairieburg,  on  Buffalo  Creek. 
This  was  a  welcome  enterprise  to  the  people,  as  it 
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furnished  them  a  convenient  place  to  have  their 
grists  ground. 

The  township  has  become  pretty  well  cultivated 
and  contains  some  excellent  farms  and  dwellings. 
Its  postoffice  is  at  Prairieburg,  where  the  people 
do  their  trading.  The  population  on  the  town 
list  is  about  1,000 — three-fourths  of  which  are 
Americans. 

PR  A.IRIEBURG. 

There  is  in  Boulder  Township  a  very  pretty  and 
well-located  village,  though  not  very  large,  it  is 
American.  One  of  the  principal  objects  in  estab¬ 
lishing:  the  town  at  Prairieburg  was  to  have  a 
market  place  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek.  The 
first  house  on  the  town  site  was  built  of  logs  by 
Joseph  Barnhardt,  in  1S53.  Neely  Parsons  erected 
the  second  house,  which  was  soon  after  consumed 
by  fire.  Henry  Wayne  put  up  the  third  building,  in 
which  he  opened  the  first  store  in  the  village.  This 
was  in  1S56.  This  attracted  William  Wagner,  a 
Knight  of  St.  Crispin,  who  soon  moved  in  and 
opened  a  boot  and  shoe  shop.  This  act  of  Wagner’s 
was  received  very  gratefully  bv  the  settlers,  for  it  af¬ 
forded  them  a  convenient  place  to  get  their  boots  and 
shoes  made  and  their  cobbling  done.  By  virtue  of 
this  benevolent  act,  Wagner  was  honored  by  the 
grateful  people  of  this  hamlet  with  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  responsible  position  it  is 
remembered  he  discharged  with  honor  to  himself 
and  credit  to  those  who  bestowed  it  upon  him. 
About  this  time  a  postoffice  was  established,  with 
H  enry  Ward  as  postmaster,  by  whom  the  town 
was  named. 

In  1867  the  town  was  platted,  and  took  in  part 
of  sections  21,27  anc^  2S.  Two  years  later  a  hotel 
was  opened,  which  was  called  the  Eagle  House. 
This  was  followed  several  years  after  by  a  second 
hotel,  which  was  known  as  the  Farmer’s  Home. 
Prairieburg:  has  now  four  stores,  a  boot  and  shoe 
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shop,  a  wagon  and  blacksmith  shop,  a  creamery 
and  two  hotels ;  and  has  a  population  of  about  150 
persons. 

The  old  school  building  was  disposed  of  and  a 
tine  two  story  frame  building  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  some  $3,000.  Here  the  people,  who  have 
always  taken  a  special  interest  in  the  education  of 
their  youth,  have  maintained  a  first-class  common 
school. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1867,  at  a 
schoolhouse  east  of  the  town.  The  next  season  a 
neat  little  church  edifice  was  built,  which  was 
dedicated  in  1869.  This  building  was  used  by  the 
Methodist  society  which  was  organized  some  years 
later,  for  the  holding  of  their  services.  A  Re¬ 
formed  Congregational  Church  was  organized 
some  time  in  1858,  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
township.  About  two  years  subsequent  the 
society  prospered  so  well  that  they  erected  for 
their  use  a  very  neat  little  edifice.  The  different 
churches  of  the  town  and  township  have  a  fail- 
attendance,  and  are  reasonably  prosperous. 
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BROWN  TOWNSHIP. 

ROWN  1  ies  in  the  eastern  line  of  town¬ 
ships,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
^  favorably  located  townships  in  Linn 
County.  The  nature  of  the  land  is  rolling 
prairie,  with  occasional  groves  of  timber,  and 
the  soil  is  of  the  richest.  The  Wapsipinicon 
touches  the  northeast  corner,  and  some  small  tribu¬ 
taries  to  the  Cedar  course  southerly  through  the 
township,  which  affords  ample  drainage  facilities. 
It  also  has  ample  railroad  facilities,  and  good 
markets.  The  Chicago,  Milwaukee*  &  St.  Paul 
Railroad  enters  the  township  near  the  northeast 
corner,  and  passes  through  in  a  southwesterly 
direction.  For  market  and  trading  purposes  it  has 
two  towns,  Springville  and  Viola,  both  of  which 
are  stations  on  the  railroad,  and  are  of  some  busi¬ 
ness  importance. 

Brown  Township  is  highly  cultivated,  having 
splendid  agricultural  and  stock  farms.  The 
dwellings  and  farm  buildings  are  mostly  good, 
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and  some  of  them  elegant.  It  has  a  population  of 
about  1700,  which  is  steadily  increasing. 

The  first  settler  and  the  first  in  the  county,  as  - 
has  been  stated  in  the  general  history,  was  Ed-  § 
ward  M.  Crow,  who  located  a  little  southeast  of 
the  present  town  of  Viola.  When  once  the  wil-  jj 
derness  was  broken,  it  was  not  long  before  this  s  1 
township  was  dotted  over  with  new  homes,  the 
owners  of  which  were  busily  engaged  in  improv¬ 
ing  them  and  making  them  attractive. 

Among  the  early  settlers  was  Nathan  Brown, 
in  honor  of  whom  the  township  was  named,  who 
made  a  claim  about  a  mile  southwest  of  the  pres-  ’ 
ent  site  of  Springville.  Here  he  lived  until  he  1 
died,  and  his  son  Horace  W.  Brown  fell  heir  to  the 

1 

homestead. 

1  he  township  is  now  well  provided  with  schools  { 
and  liberally  supplied  with  religious  societies. 


Springville. 

^HIS  very  attractive  little  village  is  situated 
^  in  Brown  Township  near  a  beautiful 
grove  by  the  borders  of  which  winds  a 
clear,  running  stream. 


age  is  so  charming  that 


The  site  of  this  vil- 
it  would  attract  the 
attention  of  the  most  indifferent.  In  1840 
Isaac  Butler  with  family,  among  whom  were  his 
two  sons,  and  a  step-son,  Calvin  Newman,  settled 
near  the  village  and  commenced  the  improvement 
of  a  home.  Subsequently  Calvin  Newman  secured 
a  farm  on  the  north  side  of  the  village.  Joseph 
S.  Butler,  son  of  Isaac  Butler,  still  owns  the  farm 
which  his  father  improved. 

In  1842  through  the  agency  of  Col.  Butler,  as 
he  was  called,  he  having  been  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  a  postoffice  was  established  and  the  name 
of  Springville  was  given  to  it  on  account  of  the  ’ 
cool  and  sparkling  springs  which  abound  there.  : 
The  mail  was  carried,  as  was  usual  in  those  days, 
on  horseback. 

It  was  but  a  short  time  before  the  rich  lands  in 
this  locality  were  occupied  and  were  being  plowed 
up  by  the  pioneers;  and  it  was  not  long  before  the 
project  of  building  a  town  here  was  discussed  by 
them.  Among  these  settlers  were  Hosea  White, 
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J.  M.  Oxley,  M.  P.  Wynans  and  J.  P.  Hoffman. 
In  the  spring  of  1852  Joseph  S.  Butler,  J.  P.  Hoff¬ 
man,  M.  P.  Wynans  and  Hosea  White,  joined 
together  and  had  the  town  laid  off.  It  was  located 
on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  28,  and  the 
east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  29. 
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Col.  Butler  was  the  first  to  embark  in  a  mer¬ 


cantile  enterprise  and  the  first  to  preside  at  the 
Jkij  justice  bench.  A.  P.  Risley  opened  a  store  about 
this  time,  and  also  held  the  position  of  postmaster. 

Along  in  the  fifties  a  rival  town  was  started  by 
A.  P.  Risley  and  A.  E.  Simpson,  called  New 
Linden.  A  postoffice,  a  store,  and  a  shop  or  two 
were  started  here;  also  a  tavern.  It  was  located 
about  a  mile  east  of  Springville.  It  had  but  a 
brief  existence,  and  its  projectors  did  not  realize 
{  the  fortunes  they  contemplated,  and  a  poor  village 
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site  was  converted  into  good  farms. 

A  school  was  opened  here  in  1842  in  a  log  cabin 
which  was  built  for  this  purpose.  The  completion 
of  the  railroad — then  the  Dubuque  &  Southwestern 
— gave  quite  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the 
town.  The  road  was  finished  to  Springville  in 
the  early  part  of  1861.  The  war  coming  on  work 
was  suspended  on  the  extension  of  the  line  until 
1S64,  when  work  was  resumed  and  the  track  com¬ 
pleted  to  Marion  the  same  year.  This  delay  made 
Springville  the  western  terminus,  and  largely  in¬ 
creased  its  business.  A  new  addition  was  made 
and  the  town  had  quite  a  boom.  Sawmills  and 
flouring  mills  were  put  in  operation,  stores  were 
built  and  stocked  with  goods,  and  everything  was 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  Though  the  extension 
of  the  railroad  took  away  a  good  deal  of  the  trade 
from  Springville,  it  is  yet  a  good  business  town. 

One  of  the  industries  of  the  town  and  that  has 
been  of  great  advantage,  is  the  Butter  and  Cheese 
Factory.  The  fine  springs  have  made  it  a  most 
desirable  location  for  such  a  factory.  We  regret 
to  add  that  this  company  failed  last  season;  but 
undoubtedly  before  another  season  the  factory  will 
be  in  operation,  for  the  location  is  too  admirable  a 
one,  and  this  section  is  too  good  a  dairy  country  to 
allow  this  factory  to  remain  idle. 

There  are  several  prosperous  business  houses, 
including  a  good  bank,  owned  by  Joseph  S.  Butler, 
in  the  town.  It  also  has  a  first-class  county  paper 
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to  represent  its  interests  and  furnish  the  news. 
There  were  two  newspapers  there,  but  one  of  them 
—  The  Independent — moved  to  the  town  of  Mar¬ 
ion  last  summer. 

The  log  schoolhouse  served  the  people  of 
Springville  until  1S55,  when  a  good  frame  build¬ 
ing  was  erected.  In  1865  a  large  fine  two  story 
brick  building  was  put  up  on  the  west  side  of  Crow 
Creek,  a  most  charming  location  in  a  beautiful 
grove,  at  a  cost  of  some  $1,200.  Here  the  people 
have  provided  good  teachers  to  instruct  their 
children. 

The  Methodist  Church  has  a  flourishing  societv 
here  which  was  permanently  organized  in  1855, 
though  services  had  been  held  some  years  before 
that.  Rev.  Asa  Critchfield  was  their  first  pastor. 
They  have  a  good  substantial  church  building, 
which  was  completed  in  1865. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  was  first  organized  at 
New  Linden,  in  1857.  It  was  subsequently  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Springville.  The  first  regular  pastor 
was  Rev.  J.  S.  Fullerton. 

The  Baptists  organized  a  congregation  in  1868, 
and  held  services  for  some  time. 

Springville  has  a  population  of  about  600  souls, 
and  is  a  thrifty  town.  There  are  few  towns  of  its 
size  more  desirable  as  a  place  of  residence.  Its 
people  are  generous,  sociable,  charitable  and  hospit¬ 
able;  they  are  intelligent,  refined  and  progressive, 
which  are  the  elements  that  go  to  make  up  the 
most  attractive  society. 

Viola. 

IOLA  is  a  little  village  in  Brown  Town¬ 
ship,  near  the  line  of  Jones  County,  hav¬ 
ing  a  population  of  about  150  persons. 
About  this  town  site  the  first  settlement  in 
the  county  was  made,  the  first  being  that  of 
Edward  M.  Crow,  full  particulars  of  which 
have  been  given  in  another  chapter.  Running 
through  this  town  in  a  southwesterly  direction  is  one 
of  the  oldest  wagon  roads  in  the  county,  generally 
known  as  the  Big  Woods  Road.  Along  this  road 
some  of  the  earliest  settlers  made  their  location: 
John  Moorehouse,  John  Peet  and  R.  Peet,  his  son, 
Samuel  Kelley,  John  Randall  and  others.  About 
the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  said  road  there 
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was  quite  a  settlement  around  this  place.  They 
were  a  good  class  of  farmers,  and  they  had  greatly 
improved  their  lands. 

The  track  of  the  Dubuque  and  Southwestern  was 
completed  to  Viola  in  May,  1S61  ;  the  first  freight 
train  came  through  and  was  ditched  at  Leonard 
Station,  near  the  present  site  of  Viola. 

This  village  was  first  called  Crow  Creek,  but 
this  name  was  not  considered  euphonious  enough 
for  the  Postoffice  Department,  and  it  requested 
that  the  good  people  of  this  burg  choose  another 
name,  which  they  did,  selecting  that  of  Viola,  the 
name  of  the  daughter  of  Josejffi  Leonard. 

The  natural  sequence  to  the  advent  of  the  rail¬ 
road  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  laying  off  of 
a  town,  to  be  most  certainly  the  future  great  city 
of  the  county.  The  average  American  citizen  is 
nothing  unless  he  is  speculative;  and  if  there  is 
one  thing  he  delights  in  more  than  another,  it  is 
in  laying  out  “big”  towns,  mapping  them  on  a 
large  scale  and  then,  sitting  down  with  a  pipe  in 
his  mouth  and  his  feet  in  an  elevated  position,  con¬ 
templating  the  extensive  future  area  of  his  town  and 
the  amount  he  will  receive  for  his  lots  per  the  square 
inch.  In  1843  a  log  school  house  was  put  up  and 
a  school  opened,  which  was  the  first  school  taught 
here. 

After  the  railroad  -was  completed  and  a  station 
made,  stores  and  shops  were  opened  in  the  town, 
other  buildings  including  a  hotel  were  erected,  and 
Viola  assumed  the  aspect  of  quite  a  thriving  little 
village.  A  sawmill  was  erected  on  Crow  Creek 
by  Joseph  Leonard,  which  he  operated  for  several 
years,  when  it  was  moved  west. 


BUFFALO  TOWNSHIP. 

f^UFFALO — one  of  the  townships  border¬ 
ing  Jones  County,  is  somewhat  varied 
*n  'ts  typ°Sraphy-  Some  portions  of  it, 
especially  those  lying  along  the  Wapsipini- 
con,  being  broken  and  timbered,  while  away 
from  this  river  it  is  mostly  rolling  prairie. 
The  Wapsipinicon  enters  the  township  at  about  the 
northwest  corner  and  winds  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  through  it,  which  affords  ample  water 
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privileges  and  drainage.  The  soil  is  somewhat  ; 
heavy  in  sections,  but  productive.  The  population  : 
is  between  five  and  six  hundred,  with  a  small  for-  j 
eign  element,  mostly  Irish  and  Bohemian. 

Buffalo  Township  contains  many  fine  farms,  ye.  ; 
it  is  better  adapted  to  stock  raising  than  to  cereals 
The  earliest  settler  in  this  township  was  George  C. 
Perkins,  who  came  in  1839,  and  made  a  claim 
which  he  occupied  thereafter  during  his  lifetime. 
Of  those  who  came  in  later  were  Ormus  Clark 
and  family,  Joseph  Heaton,  James  Sawyer  and 
Harvey  Powell.  While  the  population  is  less 
than  that  of  some  other  townships,  yet  it  is  thrifty 
and  industrious. 


CLINTON  TOWNSHIP. 

^HE  above  forms  one  of  the  western  tier 
of  townships,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasantly  located.  A  large  portion  of 


its  surface  is  undulating  prairie,  with  occas¬ 
ional  groves  of  timber.  Some  of  the  northern 
portion  is  slightly  broken  and  pietty  well 
timbered.  The  soil  is  easy  of  cultivation,  rich  and 
productive.  The  Cedar  River  courses  across  the 
northeastern  corner  of  the  township;  this  with 
one  or  two  little  streams  affords  drainage.  The 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad 
cuts  across  the  northeast  corner,  making  a  station 
at  Toddville,  Monroe  Township,  the  nearest  sta¬ 
tion  to  this  township.  The  people,  however,  get 
their  mail  at  Cedar  Rapids  where  they  do  their 
trading. 

Among  the  early  settlers  who  located  in  Clin¬ 
ton  Township,  and  improved  their  claims  were 
Hiram  Usher,  in  1848,  and  John  W.  Conley,  in 
1849.  Joseph  W.  Brown  moved  in  in  iS5i,and 
Dyer  Usher  and  George  Buchanan  in  1852.  The 
township  soon  had  a  good  representation  of  indus¬ 
trious  farmers.  The  old  wagon  road,  leading 
from  Cedar  Rapids  westward,  ran  through  here, 
and  was  the  chief  thoroughfare  before  the  rail¬ 
roads. 

Clinton  has  a  population  at  the  present  time  ot 
about  1,000  persons,  the  major  portion  of  which 
are  Americans,  though  the  Bohemians  and  the 


|r«V  JirfrTrflariVl EBB  |  jj  rit  tri  TTfURfein 


Kin 


i^c'c1.  *3.%trJr>  HtJrirlrl 


LINN  COUNTY. 


Irish  are  largely  represented.  The  township  is 
highly  improved  with  good  buildings  and  good 
public  highways.  There  are  some  large  farms, 
adorned  with  elegant  residences.  The  township 
is  provided  with  good  schools  and  convenient  and 
attractive  places  for  religious  worship,  the  refining 
influences  of  which  are  manifested  in  the  bearing 
of  the  people. 

COLLEGE  TOWNSHIP 

y  S  on  the  southern  border  of  the  county, 
and  has  undulating  surface  which  in  some 
portions  is  slightly  timbered.  It  is 
drained  by  Prairie  Creek  which  runs  through 
^ v  the  northwestern  portion,  and  one  or  two  other 
little  streams.  The  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railroad  runs  through  the  north¬ 
western  part,  having  a  station  at  Ely,  in  Putnam 
Township,  where  the  people  in  this  section  get 
their  mails  and  do  some  of  their  trading. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  this  township  are 
Lewis  Wise,  Wyatt  A.  Wherry,  James  Howard 
and  Adam  Periy,  who  made  claims  and  improved 
homes  here.  College  did  not  settle  up  as  early 
nor  improve  as  rapidly  as  some  of  the  other  town¬ 
ships.  The  center  of  attraction  for  this  township 
for  many  years  was  Western,  where  the  college 
bearing  this  name  was  located,  and  which  in  the 
years  gone  by  was  a  thriving  little  village.  The 
population  now  numbers  about  1,100,  and  has  in 
character  or  nationality  materially  changed  since 
the  early  settlement.  Many  of  the  original  set¬ 
tlers  emigrated  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  and 
the  Bohemians  form  now  a  large  portion  of  the 
population  of  the  township,  and  have  made  great 
progress  in  agriculture.  Their  farms  are  well 
cultivated  and  their  buildings  good. 

Western. 


HE  town  of  Western  was  laid  off  on  the 

vey 
an 
the 


county  line,  on  section  34,  the  sur 
^  being  made  in  1856.  Subsequently 
addition  seemed  necessary  to  meet 


demands  of  the  place. 

The  first  settlers  on  the  present  town 
Western  were  Adam  Perry  and  Wyatt 


site 

A. 


Wherry,  in  1S49.  They  appear  to  have  been  the 
only  settlers  at  this  place  until  1S56.  During  this 
year  Jacob  Shuey,  Sr.,  of  Shueyville,  Johnson 
county,  purchased  Wherry’s  farm  of  120  acres, 
donated  it  for  the  use  of  the  Western  Col¬ 
lege.  To  this  Adam  Perry  added  forty  acres. 
The  first  building  erected  here  was  by  Mr. 
Wherry,  and  others  soon  followed.  In  1856  a 
store  and  a  shoe  shop  were  opened,  and  the  year 
following  a  postoffice  with  the  name  of  Western 
College,  which  name  is  still  borne. 

The  second  store  opened  in  the  village  was  by 
John  W.  Henderson,  now  a  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  from  Linn  County.  In  1S60  a  hotel  was 
started.  Soon  several  more  stores  and  shops 
opened  at  the  village,  and  for  a  time  business  was 
quite  lively,  and  the  outlook  for  the  town 
was  very  bright.  In  1S61  a  two-story  brick 
schoolhouse  was  erected.  Prior  to  this  a  district 
school  had  been  conducted  in  the  college  building 
and  in  a  dwelling  house. 

In  1874  a  large  and  good  flouring  mill  was 
completed  and  opened.  It  had  three  run  of  stone, 
and  a  prosperous  milling  business  was  carried  on 
here  for  many  years.  In  1S67  the  village  was  in¬ 
corporated,  with  W.  B.  Wagner  as  Mayor 
This  act,  however,  did  not  secure  its  prosperity. 

Two  religious  organizations  were  established 
here — the  United  Brethren  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal.  The  latter  was  organized  in  1S64,  and 
a  church  building  erected  the  same  year.  This 
church  had  a  prosperous  period  and  one  of  useful¬ 
ness;  but  we  regret  to  be  compelled  to  speak  of 
this  in  the  past  tense. 

The  United  Brethren  were  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  College,  which  was  an  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  sect,  and  they  held  their  services  in  the 
College  chapel.  While  the  College  was  prosper¬ 
ous  so  was  this  church.  In  1856  a  College  jour¬ 
nal  was  issued,  first  as  a  monthly  and  then  a  semi¬ 
monthly. 

WESTERN  COLLEGE. 

Although  this  College  is  among  the  institutions 
of  the  past,  the  history  of  this  township  would  not 
be  complete  without  some  mention  of  it. 

The  College  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  meeting  of 
the  Iowa  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Breth- 
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ren  in  Christ,  at  Muscatine,  in  August,  1855,  and 
was  the  first  step  taken  by  this  denomination  to 
found  an  institution  of  learning  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  At  this  meeting  the  matter  was  thor¬ 
oughly  discussed,  and  a  Board  of  Trustees  ap¬ 
pointed,  with  Rev.  Solomon  Weaver  President,  to 
take  active  measures  in  founding  a  seminary  of 
learning  which  should  be  under  the  control  of  this 
church. 

Passing  over  much  of  the  detail  we  find 


that  this  effort  reached  the  notice  of  W.  H. 
Shuey,  of  Shueyville,  Johnson  County,  a  small 
town  just  south  of  the  Linn  County  line,  who 
wrote  to  Mr.  W eaver  with  reference  to  a  site  he 
had  in  view.  The  latter  at  once  visited  Mr.  Shuey, 
and  they  together  examined  the  present  site  of 
Western,  and  concluded  that  it  would  be  just  the 
place  for  the  college.  The  community,  assisted 
by  Adam  Perry,  raised  a  bonus  of  $7,000,  and  W. 
H.  Shuey  made  a  donation  of  $6,000  in  lands  and 
money;  and  the  Trustees  at  their  fourth  meeting 
decided  to  accept  this  offer,  and  selected  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  college  buildings  stand. 
They  were  laid  out,  together  with  the  town,  and 
the  name  of  Western  was  given. 

The  college  buildings  were  erected,  and  as  a 
natural  sequence  other  buildings  were  soon  put  up, 
adjacent,  for  business  purposes. 

The  college  Campus  contained  seventeen  acres 
of  ground,  and  around  this  the  village  was  built 
and  grew,  until  it  had  a  population  of  about  300 
souls.  It  was  thought  that  the  college  would  de¬ 
rive  considerable  support  from  people  who  would 
settle  on  the  fertile  prairies  surrounding,  but  in 
this  they  were  disappointed.  A  foreign  element 
— Bohemians  mostly,  became  owners  of  these 
lands,  who  contributed  no  support  to  the  institu¬ 
tion. 

The  main  building  having  been  completed,  the 
|  college  was  formally  opened  January  1,  1857,  with 
x  very  interesting  ceremonies.  The  school  com¬ 
menced  with  fifty-eight  pupils,  under  the  charge 
of  a  good  Faculty,  most  of  whom  were  graduates 


of  colleges  under  the  control  of  other  religious  de- 


the  institution 


nominations.  For  several  years 
steadily  advanced,  extending  its  reputation  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  its  pupils,  reaching  its 


highest  prosperity  in  about  the  year  1861.  From 
this  period  it  gradually  declined.  It  is  held  that  jj  1 
the  war  had  much  to  do  with  this,  which  is  no  £ 
doubt  true,  for  during  this  period  entire  classes  were  " 
broken  up  by  young  men  leaving  for  the  tented 
field.  A  bout  the  year  1867  the  college  commenced  j* 
to  revive  again,  and  continued  until  it  reached  a 
higher  prosperity  than  it  had  enjoyed  before.  It 
had  many  friends  and  donations  were  received  from 
various  parts  of  the  country,  in  sums  which, although  _■ 
mainly  small,  were  quite  numerous.  Two  other  5  { 
buildings  were  added  to  the  college  property.  All 
the  buildings  were  substantial,  constructed  of  brick, 
and  commodious. 

An  Alumni  Association  was  organized,  and  other 
societies,  peculiar  to  colleges.  One  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  features  of  the  institution  was  a  good  library 
of  some  800  volumes;  and  there  was  a  fine  cabi- 
net  which  contained  many  valuable  collections.  [ 
Western  College  accomplished  a  good  work,  and 
as  long  as  maintained,  it  added  yearly  to  its  bene¬ 
factions.  From  its  halls  there  went  forth  many 
students  who  have  since  risen  to  distinction  and 
usefulness  in  the  various  walks  of  life.  Many 
young  men  and  women,  whose  circumstances 
would  not  permit  to  finish  the  entire  course,  have 
gone  into  the  world  much  better  and  wiser  for  the 
time  they  were  permitted  to  remain. 

The  college  did  not  continue  long  in  its  second 
period  of  prosperity,  and  partly  from  causes  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the 
management  to  move  it.  Accordingly  a  new  lo¬ 
cation  was  selected,  and  in  xSSi  it  was  transferred 
to  Toledo,  Tama  County,  Iowa,  where  it  is  re¬ 
ported  as  prosperous. 


FAIRFAX  TOWNSHIP. 

ALTER  URE,  a  Scotchman,  and  his 
family,  were  the  first  settlers  in  this 
township,  and  made  a  claim  in  the  north¬ 
western  portion  in  1S39.  As  far  as  we 
can  learn  these  were  the  only  settlers  in 
this  township  until  1S40,  when  David  Mc- 
Kennen  entered  a  claim  in  the  eastern  part.  It 
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was  several  years  before  this  pioneer  had  another 
neighbor,  his  first  one  being  Hiram  Bales.  In 
1855  John  Flaharty  and  B.  E.  Vanderbilt  came 
in,  the  latter  locating  on  the  present  site  of  Fairfax 
village.  The  township  settled  up  very  slowly 
until  after  the  railroad  came  through,  and  then  im¬ 
migration  became  more  active. 

This  township  is  located  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  county,  and  its  surface  appearance  mostly  is 
slightly  undulating  prairie,  with  occasional  small 
patches  of  timber.  It  is  drained  by  Prairie  Creek, 
which  courses  about  easterly  through  the  center, 
emptying  into  the  Cedar.  The  soil  is  rich,  and 
seems  especially  adapted  to  the  growing  of  the 
grape,  which  are  cultivated  here  to  a  large  extent. 
The  farms  are  well  laid  out,  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  are  accessible  by  good  roads. 
The  buildings  are  good,  and  above  the  average. 
The  people  are  progressive,  intelligent  and  social," 
and  generally  are  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand 
to  their  fellow  man.  In  population  Fairfax  num¬ 
bers  some  i,xoo  persons,  the  larger  portion  of 
which  are  of  American  nationality.  The  foreign 
element  is  principally  from  Ireland  and  Bohemia. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  runs 
nearly  through  the  center  of  the  town,  east  and 
west,  and  has  a  station  at  Fairfax  village,  where 
the  people  get  their  mail,  and  do  some  of  their 
trading. 

Fairfax  Village. 

AIRFAX  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  rail¬ 
road  passing  through  the  township,  and 
was  laid  out  in  1863,  on  section  16, 
then  owned  by  George  W.  Vandei'bilt,  and 
was  named  after  him.  Subsequently  it  was 
changed  to  Fairfax,  and  B.  E.  Vanderbilt 
was  appointed  postmaster.  C.  P.  Osborn  built  the 
first  house  in  the  town,  which  he  used  for  a  dwell¬ 
ing.  The  next  was  put  up  by  H.  F.  Kingsberry, 
in  which  he  opened  a  store.  In  1864  a  hotel  was 
erected  and  opened  to  the  public.  A  church  build¬ 
ing  was  the  next  to  be  erected.  Following  these 
were  several  stores,  and  shops  for  the  different 
trades,  and  the  town  assumed  quite  a  business  ap¬ 
pearance.  In  1S65  a  school  was  opened  in  the 
church  building. 


The  village,  however, 


not  continue 


growth.  There  are  1  ow  about  three  stores,  the 
same  number  of  shops,  and  a  population  of  about 
150  persons. 

The  religious  denominations  are  pretty  well 
represented  in  Fairfax.  The  Congregational! 
Church  was  organized  here  in  iS6a  by  Rev.  Ozro 

.  7 

French.  In  1S68  a  good  church  edifice  was' 
erected,  which  was  very  creditable  to  the  town. 
This  society  has  kept  up  its  meetings  with  com¬ 
mendable  zeal,  and  is  in  a  good  condition. 

In  1S68  the  Methodists  organized  a  class  and 
held  their  services  in  the  Congregational  building 
until  they  completed  a  building  of  their  own  the 
following  year.  The  Presbyterians  also  organized 
a  society  about  this  time  and  held  their  services  in 
the  Congregational  Church. 

The  Catholic  Church  has  a  strong  following 
here  and  a  commodious  edifice,  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1875.  This  church  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition. 
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FAYETTE  TOWNSHIP. 

HIS  is  only  a  fractional  Congressional 
township,  with  its  eastern  line  bordered 
by  the  Cedar  River,  while  on  the  west 
lies  Benton  County.  It  is  drained  by  the 
Cedar  and  some  little  tributaries  that  empty 
into  it.  The  land  is  partly  rolling  and  part¬ 
ly  broken,  and  liberally  timbered.  Settlement  was 
made  at  quite  an  early  day.  Joseph  Strawn  and 
Thomas  Lewis,  from  Pennsylvania,  made  claims 
in  March,  1839,  and  commenced  improvements. 
The  next  settler  was  John  Hollenbeck,  who  was 
soon  followed  by  the  brothers  McKorkle.  Then 
came  John  Cue,  P.  B.  Yates,  John  Mills,  Peter 
McVey,  William  Wheeler,  and  Samuel  and  W. 
J.  Whiting.  These  pioneers  made  a  good  begin¬ 
ning  for  Fayette,  for  they  were  all  sturdy,  indus¬ 
trious  men,  and  experienced  farmers.  It  was  not 
many  years  before  there  gathered  around  them  a 
numerous  settlement,  all  busily  engaged  in  build¬ 
ing  up  homes  for  their  future  habitation  and  com¬ 
fort. 
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During  the-  winter  of  1S46-7  the  Protestant 
Methodists  formed  a  society,  holding  religious  ser¬ 
vices  in  private  houses.  In  1S54  a  school  was 
opened  about  a  mile  south  of  the  town  of  Palo. 
The  people  of  the  township  were  placed  in  rail¬ 
road  communication  with  the  world  in  1S70,  and 
a  station  made  at  Palo,  where  there  is  a  postoffice, 
and  a  place  for  trading.  The  population  of  the 
township  numbers  at  present  about  675  persons, 
and  is  of  a  mixed  nationality,  industrious  and 
thrifty. 

Palo. 

£*OIIN  Hollenbeck  was  the  first  settler  on 
the  site  of  this  village.  He  improved  a 
farm  and  kept  a  tavern,  and  was  also 
postmaster.  In  the  early  part  of  1854  John 
G.  Cole  had  the  town  laid  off;  same  three 
years  later  Mr.  Hollenbeck  made  an  addition 
from  his  farm.  During  the  years  1S54-5  several 
buildings  were  erected  for  business  and  for  dwell¬ 
ings.  A  steam  sawmill  was  set  up  here  and 
operated  for  a  few  years.  Attached  to  this  mill 
was  a  planing  machine. 

Palo  some  years  ago  had  quite  a  trade  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  village,  but  there  is  very  little  business  done 
here  now.  It  will  number  in  population  about  125 
persons. 

A  good  school  building  was  erected  about  the 
time  the  railroad  came  through. 

In  1870  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  erected 
a  neat  church  building  in  which  they  have  since 
held  their  meetings.  The  United  Brethren  and 
Baptists  organized  societies  which  they  kept  up  for 
a  few  years,  and  then  disbanded. 
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FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 

RANKLIN  TOWNSHIP  is  situated  in 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  county,  and  in 
a  very  fertile  region.  It  has  a  population, 
?  including  its  towns,  of  some  2,500  souls. 
The  nature  of  the  land  is  mostly  rolling 

if}  i  prairie,  with  some  high  ridges,  and  some  pine 

groves,  which  makes  this  part  of  the  county  very 
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attractive.  It  is  well  improved  and  cultivated,  the 
farm  buildings  being  mostly  first-class.  The 
major  portion  of  the  population  are  Americans. 
The  foreign  element  is  chiefly  made  up  of  Irish, 
Bohemians  and  Germans.  The  township  is  liber¬ 
ally  provided  with  schools  and  religious  places  of 
worship,  and  the  people  are  of  that  character  that 
would  surely  indicate  that  they  had  largely  bene¬ 
fited  by  such  institutions.  The  first  settlement  made 
in  the  township  was  in  the  latter  part  of  1S37,  on 
section  12,  near  the  present  site  of  Lisbon  by 
Charles  C.  Haskins.  It  has  been  claimed  by  some 
that  Mr.  Haskins  was  the  first  settler  in  the  county. 
Undoubtedly  he  was  the  second.  Mr.  Haskins 
did  not  remain  on  his  claim  long,  but  took  up 
another  east  of  Lisbon.  He  died  in  August,  1874. 
In  1838  quite  a  number  of  settlers  came  in;  among 
these  were  William  Peters,  Hiram  Beales,  Asher 
Edgerton,  Thomas  Dill,  Daniel  Hahn,  Michael 
Donohue,  Silas,  Peter  McRoberts,  Hammond, 
and  John  McAfferty.  With  this  start  it  was  not 
long  before  the  township  had  a  very  fair  settle¬ 
ment.  In  1S41  a  postoffice  was  secured  which  was 
called  Franklin  postoffice,  and  was  located  at  the 
house  of  Robert  Smith.  It  was  subsequently 
removed  to  an  elevated  point,  and  was  called 
Mount  Vernon.  Franklin  Township  is  happy  in 
having  two  flourishing  villages,  Mount  Vernon 
and  Lisbon. 

Mount  Vernon. 

OUNT  VERNON  is  situated  on  a 
high  and  gracefully  curving  ridge, 
which  runs  northwest  and  southeast, 

F rom  the  apex 
iews  of 

nty  can  be  had.  Far  reaching 
prairies  with  their  beautiful  and  variegated  land¬ 
scape  can  be  seen  in  every  direction.  It  is  really 
the  prettiest  located  village  in  the  county,  though  ■ 
from  the  narrowness  of  this  ridge,  its  situation 
would  not  be  so  good  fora  large  town.  As  earlv 
as  1S42,  Joseph  Chapman  made  a  claim  on  this  site 
and  put  up  a  large  cabin.  This  was  on  what  was 
now  the  south  side  of  Main  street,  and  is  still 
standing.  The  town  was  surveyed  in  the  fall  of 


near 


a  beautiful  grove. 


of  this  ridge  one  of  the  grandest  viei 
the  county  can  be  had.  Far  rea 
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1847.  The  first  line  was  run  along  the  old  mili¬ 
tary  road  from  Dubuque  to  Iowa  City  which  was 
called  Main  street. 

The  survey  was  made  by  Richard  J.  Harbert, 
assisted  by  several  of  the  citizens.  At  the  time  of 
the  survey,  the  site  was  in  the  possession  of  A.  I. 
Willitts,  Joseph  Gourley  and  Harvey  Jewett. 
This  survey  was  afterward  reviewed  by  the 
County  Surveyor. 

The  first  house  built  after  the  town  was  platted, 
was  by  Richard  J.  Harbert,  who  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade.  It  was  a  log  house,  and  was  completed 
the  latter  part  of  September,  1847.  In  this  hum¬ 
ble  dwelling  Hulda  Harbert  was  born,  which  was 
the  first  birth  in  the  village.  Here  also  occurred 
the  first  death,  that  of  Galena  Harbert,  her  sister. 
A.  I.  Willitts  put  up  the  next  building  which 
was  a  frame  one,  on  Main  street. 

A  rather  singular  fact  is  that  the  first  business 
|  opened  in  town  was  the  sale  of  liquors.  This  was 
by  Harvey  Jewett.  Subsequently  he  disposed  of 
his  liquor  business  and  opened  a  general  store.  He 
soon  after  had  competition  in  the  person  of  A.  I. 
Willitts.  E.  D.  Wain  opened  another  store  in 
1849.  Mr.  Willitts  was  the  enterprising  man  of 
this  town,  for  we  find  him  in  1S51  erecting  quite  a 
large  building  which  be  opened  as  a  hotel,  calling 
it  the  Mount  Vernon  House.  It  was  subsequently 
known  as  Gillett’s  Hotel,  and  was  burned  in  1868. 
Drs.  Thompson  and  Evans  were  the  first  physi¬ 
cians  to  locate  here.  The  Methodist  Church  took 
the  lead  in  establishing  the  first  house  of  worship, 
which  was  in  1850.  In  1852  the  first  schoolhouse 
in  the  town  was  erected.  Private  schools  had 
been  opened,  however,  before  this  time.  The  first 
general  election  was  held  here  in  1853.  The  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  set  their 
foot  against  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks.  They 
proposed  to  make  this  a  temperance  town,  and 
have  maintained  their  purpose,  though  at  times 
with  some  opposition. 

The  most  important  event  to  the  people  of  Mount 
Vernon  was  the  advent  of  the  railroad  which  was 
l  completed  to  the  town  early  in  1859.  This  gave 
quite  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the  place,  and  for 
a  while  made  business  lively. 

A  vote  was  taken  in  June,  1S69,  for  or  against 
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incorporation  as  a  city.  The  result  was  in  favor 
of  incorporation,  and  a  city  government  was  duly 
established,  with  L.  L.  Pease  as  Mayor. 

A  newspaper  was  established  at  Mount  Vernon 
as  early  as  1856,  by  W.  S.  Hallock,and  was  called 
the  Mount  Vernon  Index.  Mr.  Hallock  at  the 
time  was  a  student  of  the  college.  Mount  Vernon 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  good  field  for  news¬ 
paper  men.  For  many  years  men  who  started 
papers  here  met  with  disaster.  Not  until  1869  was 
there  a  journal  established  here  upon  a  substantial 
and  enduring  basis.  This  was  done  by  S.  H. 
Bauman,  an  experienced  and  able  editor,  who 
started  the  Mount  Vernon  Haivkeye.  This  excel¬ 
lent  journal  is  still  issued  to  the  advantage  of  the 
public,  and  under  the  management  of  its  founder. 

In  the  department  of  trade,  Mount  Vernon  is  a 
good  point.  The  Mount  Vernon  Woolen  Mills, 
which  had  an  enviable  reputation,  were  established 
in  1869.  This  is  a  profitable  industry  not  only  to 
those  who  carry  it  on  but  to  the  people  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county.  The  city  situated  as  it  is  in  the 
midst  of' a  rich  agricultural  country,  and  having 
the  patronage  of  the  college,  has  a  guarantee  of  a 
perpetual  and  substantial  trade.  The  business 
houses’are  numerous,  well  built,  and  are  well  stocked 
with  goods. 

The  homes  of  its  citizens  are  comfortable,  at¬ 
tractive  and  many  of  them  elegant.  The  society 
is  refined  and  substantial,  receiving  its  tone  some¬ 
what  from  its  popular  institution  of  learning.  This, 
in  addition  to  its  beautiful  location,  renders  Mount 
Vernon  a  most  desirable  and  attractive  place  of 
residence. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  leading  citizens  of  Mount  Vernon  early' 
manifested  a  desire  for  good  schools,  though  it  was 
many  years  after  the  settlement  before  much  was 
accomplished  in  this  direction.  Private  schools 
were  first  taught  and  then  public  schools  were 
opened.  There  were  several  schools  opened  in 
and  near  the  town  from  time  to  time.  About  the 
year  1869  a  very  creditable  school  building  was 
erected.  It  was  a  two-story  brick  structure,  with 
pleasant  apartments,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
about  $9,000. 

The  establishment  of  an  eminent  institution  of 
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learning  at  Mount  Vernon  originated  in  the  mind 
of  Allison  I.  Willitts,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
place.  Sometime  in  the  year  1S51  he  presented 
the  matter  to  Rev.  G.  15.  Bowman,  who  settled  in 
Mount  Vernon  in  1850,  taking  charge  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  man  of  indomitable  en¬ 
ergy.  Mr.  Bowman  indorsed  Mr.  Willitts’  views 
and  immediately  took  hold  of  the  matter.  He  se¬ 
cured  the  interest  of  the  Iowa  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence,  from  which  source  liberal  subscriptions  were 
received.  Ten  acres  of  ground  were  donated  by 
Willitts,  and  ten  more  were  purchased  in  1S52,  and 
active  work  was  begun.  The  grounds  were  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  most  prominent  portion  of  the  ridge 
on  a  commanding  eminence,  and  were  on  the  prin¬ 
cipal  thoroughfare  of  the  city.  The  first  building 
was  completed  in  1853,  and  was  formally  opened 
May  14  of  that  year,  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
S.  M.  Fellows.  It  was  subsequently  enlarged, 
making  a  total  cost  of  $15,000.  It  is  a  large,  sub¬ 
stantial  brick  structure,  three  stories  high  and  is 
now  known  as  Ladies’  Hall.  It  was  opened  as  the 
Iowa  Conference  Seminary.  During  the  first  term 
there  were  161  students,  many  of  whom  came 
from  considerable  distances. 

The  following  year  the  institution  was  aided 
financially  by  donations  and  sale  of  scholarships  to 
the  amount  of  $50,000,  which  was  very  encour¬ 
aging.  The  seminary  was  so  popular  that  the  ac¬ 
commodations  became  inadequate  to  meet  the  de¬ 
mands  made  upon  it,  and  it  was  decided  to  erect 
another  building.  This  edifice  was  completed  and 
dedicated  in  the  fall  of  1857.  is  an  imposing 
structure,  built  of  brick  and  stone,  55x100  in  size, 
four  stories  high,  and  cost  about  $25,000.  After 
this  addition  was  made  the  name  was  changed  to 
Cornell  College,  in  honor  of  W.  W.  Cornell  of 
New  York,  who  had  been  one  of  its  principal  ben¬ 
efactors. 

The  college  became  so  prosperous  that  in  1872 
another  building  had  to  be  erected — the  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Boarding  Hall.  This  building  is  four  stor¬ 
ies  high,  56x36,  and  cost  about  $8,000.  In  1876  the 
Chapel  Building  was  commenced,  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  finished  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000.  This 
is  the  finest  of  all  the  college  buildings.  It  is  of 
Gothic  style  of  architecture,  and  very  stately  in  its 


appearance.  It  is  86x114  in  size,  and  constructed 
of  cut  stone,  and  has  three  towers.  The  first  floor 
is  divided  up  into  library,  museum  and  lecture 
rooms,  and  on  the  second  floor  is  the  chapel  which 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  some  1,200  persons. 

Both  sexes  enjoy  equal  advantages,  and  receive 
the  same  degrees  here.  A  thorough  Preparatory 
Department  has  been  established  in  connection 
with  the  college. 

The  Collegiate  Course,  which  is  a  thoroughly 
classical  one,  is  four,  and  the  Preparatory  Course, 
two  years.  A  Normal  Course  has  been  opened 
for  those  who  want  to  prepare  for  teachers.  A 
military  department  was  also  organized  into  com¬ 
panies  of  infantry  called  Cornell  Cadets.  The  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  is  conferred  on  all  who 
complete  the  classical  course;  that  of  Bachelor  or 
Science  on  those  who  complete  the  scientific 
course,  and  that  of  Bachelor  of  Civil  Engineering 
on  those  who  complete  the  civil  engineering 
course. 

There  are  several  literary  societies  connected 
with  the  college,  which  are  in  a  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Naturally  enough  Methodism  prevails  in  Mount 
Vernon,  being  the  home  of  the  Cornell  College.  \ 
This  denomination  was  the  first  to  organize  here, 
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when  a  class  was  formed. 


station  was  not  established  here  until-  1S50,  which 
was  placed  in  charge  of  Rev.  G.  B.  Bow¬ 
man.  Services  were  first  held  in  a  schoolhouse. 
Late  in  the  season  a  nice  little  brick  building  was 
coirqDleted.  The  lumber  used  in  the  church  build¬ 
ing  was  brought  from  Dubuque.  This  building 
was  used  until  the  present  fine  brick  and  stone 
edifice  was  constructed.  The  church  has  a  largfe 
congregation,  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  society  of  which  the  Presbyterian  Church 
is  the  outgrowth  was  formed  near  Lisbon  at  what 
was  known  as  the  Bell  Schoolhouse,  in  the  spring 
°f  1 854.  They  organized  with  thirteen  members, 
and  secured  the  ministerial  services  of  Rev.  Alex. 
Boyd.  The  church  gained  in  membership  for  a 
time,  but  interest  was  not  kept  up,  and  finally  in 
i860  it  was  moved  to  Mount  Vernon.  Here  it 
received  additions  from  other  societies.  Services 
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were  held  in  schoolhouses  and  halls  until  1S66, 
when  their  church  building  was  completed.  In 
1S74  a  good  parsonage  was  built.  About  this 
time  the  membership  numbered  over  one  hundred. 
The  church  has  continued  to  prosper  from  this 
date  and  has  now  a  good  membership  and  a  zeal¬ 
ous  congregation. 

The  New  School  Presbyterians  was  organized  in 
1S43,  with  ten  members,  by  Rev.  William  Ran¬ 
kin,  at  the  residence  of  John  Stewart.  The  so¬ 
ciety  grew  but  slowly.  In  i860  they  managed  to 
erect  a  house  of  worship.  It  was  a  good  building, 
constructed  of  brick,  but  it  was  not  paid  for,  and 
was  finally  sold  to  satisfy  the  indebtedness.  Sub¬ 
sequently  the  members  united  with  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church. 

A  Reformed  Presbyterian  society — a  phrase 
which  never  yet  has  been  clearly  defined,  and  it 
is  a  question  if  the  members  ever  knew  the  mean¬ 
ing — was  organized  here  at  one  time.  It  had  a 
brief  existence  and  was  finally  disbanded,  its  mem¬ 
bers  mostly  joining  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Lisbon. 

LISBON  is  situated  about  a  mile  east  of 
Mount  Vernon  in  Franklin  Township. 
The  early  settlement,  of  which  mention 
was  made  in  the  history  of  Mount  Vernon, 
is  equally  applicable  to  Lisbon.  Among 
those  not  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the 
former  are  John  J.  Gibson,  Robert  Dean,  Simon 
Archer,  William  Chamberlain  and  A.  J.  McKean, 
who  came  in  1838.  Joining  this  settlement  in 
early  days  were  Oliver  Day,  William  Young, 
James  Kelsey,  James  and  John  McClelland,  Christ¬ 
ian  Troup,  Nathan  Petticord,  Gabriel  Barclay  and 
James  Huntington.  These  farmers  made  claims 
on  what  is  now  the  site  of  Lisbon  and  on  land  ad¬ 
jacent  thereto.  They  passed  through  the  usual 
experiences  of  pioneers;  they  had  their  hardships 
and  privations,  and  endured  many  unpleasant 
surroundings,  but  time,  joined  with  industry,  per¬ 
severance  and  economy,  brought  about  improve¬ 
ments,  competence,  comfort,  and  agreeable  sur¬ 
roundings. 

Lisbon  owes  its  start  as  a  town  to  a  colony 
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scheme  originating  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  spring 
of  1847.  The  head  of  this  colony  project  was 
Christian  Hershey,  who  with  his  sons,  grandsons 
and  their  families,  and  a  few  single  men,  numbered 
some  sixty  persons.  This  colony  came  by  water 
— down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi — to  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  then  across  the  country  to  Lisbon. 

With  this  colony  were  J.  E.  Kurtz,  Michael  Hoo¬ 
ver  and  Jacob  Breneman. 

The  first  house  built  in  the  present  town  of 
Lisbon  was  by  Simon  Archer,  and  was  located  on 
Main  street,  north  side.  James  Kelsey  put  up  the 
next  cabin  not  far  from  Archer’s.  The  first  preach¬ 
ing  here  was  by  Christian  Troup,  who  belonged 
to  the  United  Brethren.  Christian  Hershey  was 
also  a  preacher  of  this  denomination,  and  presided 
over  religious  services,  which  were  held  in  private 
houses.  The  first  death  here  was  the  infant  son  of 
J.  H.  Eby.  The  town  of  Lisbon  was  platted  in 
iS5i,and  embraced  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
1 1.  There  were  several  additions  made  afterward, 
and  among  these  was  one  by  J.  E.  Kurtz  and  the 
Iowa  Land  Company;  the  two  latter  after  the 
advent  of  the  railroad,  which  was  the  last  of  De¬ 
cember,  185S.  The  first  store  opened  in  the  town 
was  by  David  Dorwart,  who  sold  out  to  John  E.  Jjk_ 
Kurtz  &  Son.  Wagon  shops  and  blacksmith 
shops  were  opened  soon  after.  Lisbon  was  the 
first  railroad  station  in  Linn  County,  and  from  the 
time  this  station  was  made — which  might  date 
from  New  Year’s  day  1859 — the  town  grew  quite 
rapidly  until  a  station  was  made  at  Cedar  Rapids, 

June  following. 

Lisbon  at  one  time  was  quite  a  manufacturing 
town.  The  principal  industry  was  the  Lisbon 
Manufacturing  Company,  operated  by  Rankle, 
Kurtz,  Weber,  Eby  and  Kyneth.  They  had  large 
works  and  manufactured  the  Kyneth  patent  culti¬ 
vator.  After  the  reorganization  of  this  company 
they  manufactured  other  agricultural  implements 
among  which  was  the  Bagley  corn  planter.  Plow 
works  were  also  established  here  by  Reeves  & 
Kinderdine,  who  made  the  Reeves’  patent  plow. 

A  woolen  mill  was  also  established  on  one  of  the 
creeks  south  of  town,  by  William  Cook.  A  flour 
mill  was  set  up  some  distance  south  on  Cedar 
Creek  by  William  Young,  called  the  Golden  Sheaf 
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mill. 


This  subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of  !  the  advent  of  the  Hershey  colony,  and  had  for  its 


J.  E.  Kurtz,  who  with  his  sons  operated  it.  It 
was  quite  a  large  mill,  and  had  three  run  of  stone. 

In  1S74  the  First  National  Hank  was  opened 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  Harrison  Stucks- 
lager  was  President,  and  G.  Auracher,  Cashier. 
1  hey  erected  a  good  building  on  Main  street. 

1  here  were  along  about  this  time  several  fine 
business  houses  erected  and  a  good  hotel,  all  very 
creditable  to  the  town.  Since  that  time  many 
other  business  houses  have  been  started.  Main 
street  at  the  present  time  presents  a  lively,  thrifty 
appearance. 

The  first  schoolhouse  erected  here  was  in  1845, 
a  little  west  of  the  town  site.  But  a  very  few 
pupils  attended  the  first  term.  About  two  years 
f!  later  a  brick  school  building  was  put  up.  The 
first  term  was  taught  by  Dr.  G.  F.  Witherel,  as¬ 
sisted  by  John  Beneman,  and  with  a  good  enroll¬ 
ment  of  pupils.  As  the  scholastic  population  in¬ 
creased  additional  school  room  was  necessary. 
The  building  belonging  to  the  United  Brethren 
was  rented,  and  another  schoolhouse  was  rented  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  the  town.  Some  years 
ago  a  large  two  story  building  was  erected  to 
meet  the  demands.  The  schools  are  well  attended 


and  are  supplied  with  good  teachers,  the  people 
'  taking  a  special  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
child  ren. 

^  The  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Lisbon  and  Mount  Vernon  worshiped 
together  for  several  years.  In  1857,  by  an  act  of 


the  Conference  the  circuit  was  divided,  and  Rev. 
Andrew  Coleman  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Lisbon  church.  The  congregation  was  small  for 
a  time,  and  not  very  prosperous.  In  1866  they 
succeeded  in  completing  a  church  building.  It 
was  a  neat  little  edifice  and  served  them  as  a  place 
of  worship  for  several  years.  During  this  time 
the  church  was  quite  prosperous,  and  their  house 
of  worship  became  too  small.  Accordingly  a  new 
brick  building  was  erected  of  much  larger  dimen¬ 
sions.  This  was  dedicated  in  the  summer  of  1868, 
and  cost  about  $5,000.  A  neat  little  brick  par¬ 
sonage  has  since  been  built.  The  church  is  in  a 
good  condition  and  has  about  125  members. 

The  United  Brethren  was  organized  soon  after 


first  pastor  Rev.  Christian  Troup,  who  was  full  of 
energy  and  zeal.  Christian  Hershey  was  also  a 
minister  of  this  church,  and  often  preached  to  his 
people,  holding  services  in  his  dwelling.  Some 
years  ago  a  new  and  larger  church  building  was 
erected,  and  the  old  one  sold  for  a  shop. 

Reformed  Congregational  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  here  in  1871,  with  a  very  few  members.  Its 
growth  was  very  slow  for  several  years,  when  its 
membership  increased  to  a  respectable  sized  con¬ 
gregation,  and  it  became  prosperous.  During  this 
period  a  neat  little  edifice  of  Gothic  architecture 
was  erected.  The  church  is  in  a  good  condition 
aad  reasonably  prosperous. 

In  February,  1S75,  the  question  of  incorporation 
was  presented  to  the  voters  of  Lisbon  which  was  i 
carried.  In  March  following  corporate  officers 
were  elected  with  Warner  Spurrier  as  Mayor. 
Prior  to  incorporation  a  newspaper  was  started 
called  the  Lisbo?i  Sun.  Though  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  town  it  was  not  a  financial  success, 
yet  the  Sun  has  continued  to  shine  with  more  or 
less  brilliancy  and  warmth  on  the  good  people  of 
Lisbon  from  that  day  to  the  present,  though  its 
ownership  and  editorship  has  passed  through  many 
hands. 

Lisbon  is  very  advantageously  located,  having  a 
r*ch  farming  country  around  it  and  an  attractive 
site.  Its  location  is  particularly  pleasing.  As  a 
business  town  it  is  prosperous  and  growing.  The 
business  houses  are  first-class,  and  are  filled  with  a 
well-selected  stock  of  goods.  The  streets  are  well 
laid  out,  are  kept  in  good  order,  and  are  orna¬ 
mented  with  fine  shade  trees. 
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JACKSON  TOWNSHIP. 

HE  pioneer  of  this  township  was  James 
K.  Little,  who  came  in  during  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1841-2,  and  made  a  location  near 
the  eastern  border.  The  following  winter 
he  had  a  neighbor,  though  not  a '  very  near 
one  in  the  person  of  David  Sutton,  who 
settled  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  township. 
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In  1845  Samuel  Justin  arrived  and  made  a  claim 
near  the  present  site  of  Paris,  and  this  trio  of  pion¬ 
eers  held  undisputed  sway  over  this  township  un¬ 
til  1848,  when  they  were  joined  by  William  Pat¬ 
ten.  Subsequently  Amos  Bond  and  Daniel  Mc- 
Crellis  came  in  and  made  locations  in  the  present 
site  of  Paris. 

From  this  time  the  township  had  a  steady  growth, 
and  has  a  population  at  present  of  about  1,000.  It 
is  located  in  the  northern  tier  of  townships,  and  is 
quite  liberally  watered,  having  the  Wapsipinicon 
and  Buffalo  Creek,  which  wander  southeasterly 
through  it.  The  topography  is  somewhat  diversi¬ 
fied.  About  the  water  courses  the  land  is  broken 
and  pretty  well  timbered;  in  other  localities  there 
are  level  and  undulating  prairies.  The  soil  is  good, 
and  yields  bountifully  to  the  hand  of  the  husband¬ 
man.  Jackson  is  well  adapted  for  stock-raising, 
and  considerable  attention  is  being  paid  to  this  of 
late  years.  There  are  many  very  fine  farms  in 
the  township,  and  considerable  taste  has  been  dis¬ 
played  in  the  adornment  of  homes. 

It  has  two  villages,  Paris  and  Nugent,  where 
the  people  do  their  trading,  and  get  their  mail. 


Paris. 

>!  ARIS  is  a  village  of  Jackson  Township, 
and  lies  in  a  bend  of  the  Wapsipinicon, 
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and  is  very  pleasantly  located,  with  a 
good  farming  country  around  it.  The  first 
trader  here  was  Samuel  Chamberlain,  who 
opened  a  little  store  in  a  log  cabin.  The  place  was 
first  called  Dover.  In  1855  the  town  was  sur¬ 
veyed  and  platted. 

Soon  after  this  a  blacksmith  shop  was  opened  by 
Henry  Landers.  Robert  C.  Powell  moved  in  from 
his  farm,  erected  the  first  frame  building  in  the 
town,  and  stocked  with  goods.  Soon  aftei  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  appointment  of  postmaster,  and  the 
name  of  Paris  was  given  to  the  town.  It  is  thought 
that  the  first  school  was  taught  here  in  1854.  It 
was  not,  however,  until  1S56  that  a  school  build¬ 
ing  was  erected.  A  sawmill  was  erected  on  the 
of  the  river  in  1855.  It  was  operated  for  a 
while,  and  then  removed.  A  second  sawmill  was 
put  up,  which  was  carried  away  by  the  freshet  in 


i860.  In  1S70  a  bridge  was  built  across  the  river 
which  gave  the  people  ready  communications  with 
the  west  side. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  here  in 
1848  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Justin.  The  worship¬ 
ers  were  mostly  of  the  Methodist  persuasion. 
This  society  was  the  first  to  organize,  and  held 
their  meetings  for  several  years  in  private  houses 
and  in  the  schoolhouse.  In  1874  they  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  church  building  in  which 
they  have  since  held  their  meetings. 

The  population  of  Paris  is  about  100,  and  while 
it  is  not  growing  it  manages  to  sustain  itself. 


Nugent. 

Nugent  is  a  little  hamlet  in  Jackson  Township 
the  northern  line  of  the  county.  It  has  a 
population  of  about  100  persons,  and  contains  a 
postoffice,  a  general  store  and  one  or  two  shops. 


near 
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GRANT  TOWNSHIP. 

f  RANT  TOWNSHIP  is  located  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  county,  and  is 
one  of  the  fairest  to  behold  of  any  in  this 


N  exceptibnally  fair  county.  Its  surface  appear¬ 
ance  is  mostly  undulating  prairie,  inter¬ 
spersed  occasionally  with  pine  groves.  The 
soil  is  rich  and  productive.  A  short  distance 
eastwai'd  runs  the  Wapsipinicon,  and  tcuthe  south- 
westward  flows  the  Cedar.  Blue  Creek  heads  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  township  and  courses  south 
through  the  center,  emptying  into  the  latter  river. 

It  was  one  of  the  last  townships  to  be  settled 
in  the  county.  Among  the  earliest  settlers  here 
were  Walker  Purviance,  James  North  and  Will¬ 
iam  Moses,  who  settled  about  where  the  pi'esent 
site  of  Walker  is. 

From  the  time  of  its  first  settlement  the  popula¬ 
tion  increased  rapidly,  and  numbers  now  some 
1,200,  about  three-fourths  of  whom  a:e  American, 
and  the  balance  of  other  nationalities.  The 
farms  are  well  laid  off  and  are  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  are  graced  with  good,  comfoi'table 
dwellings  and  substantial  farm  buildings. 
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Walker. 

Jfj3|.RANT  TOWNSHIP  has  the  credit  of 
t'  having  within  its  borders  the  most  thrifty 

J  “ 

and  prosperous  little  village  in  the 
county — the  town  of  Walker  is  an  out- 
/)?  growth  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and 
'  Northern  Railroad,  which  was  completed 
through  herein  the  early  part  of  1S74.  It  was  laid 
ofF theyear  before  in  anticipation  of  the  railroad,  and 
is  located  on  section  4.  The  railroad  depot  was  the 
first  building  erected  on  the  new  site.  J.  K. 
Ilutchkin  erected  the  second  building  and  stocked 
it  with  goods,  which  was  the  first  store  opened 
here.  Mr.  Hutchkin  about  that  time  received  the 
appointment  of  postmaster.  Other  stores  and 
shops  were  soon  opened,  and  the  town  had  a  busy 
appearance.  The  village  continued  to  grow  and 
finally  had  three  hotels,  several  stores,  shops,  one 
bank,  market,  physicians,  lawyers,  and  a  newspa¬ 
per.  It  has  now  two  hotels,  and  very  good  ones,  too. 
The  Central  House  has  been  newly  fitted  up  in 
good  style,  and  is  pleasant  and  homelike.  A 


ill 


large  creamery  has  been  established 


_  in  town, 

owned  by  H.  J.  Nietert,  the  banker.  This  cream- 
eiy  is  patronized  by  a  large  area  of  country,  and 
is  cpiite  an  important  industry  to  the  village.  One 
of  the  first  things  for  the  town  to  do  was  to  build 
a  good  schoolhouse  and  establish  a  school.  This 
they  have  maintained  ever  since.  Walker  is  quite 
a  town  for  Methodism,  there  having  been  three 
different  congregations  of  this  church  here  at  one 
time.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists  were  the  first  to 
organize  and  erect  a  house  of  worship.  This  so¬ 
ciety  has  kept  up  its  organization  and  is  in  a  fair 
condition.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
completed  its  organization  here  in  1876.  Subse¬ 
quently  they  erected  a  house  of  worship.  The 
Free  Methodists  also  organized  a  society  here,  and 
afterward  erected  an  edifice.  They  all  have  good, 
comfortable  church  buildings,  and  are  in  a  very 
fair  condition. 

Walker  continues  to  grow  slowly,  but  surely. 
And  with  the  rich  country  which  is  tributary  to  it, 
and  its  energetic  business  men,  it  cannot  but  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  a  good  business  point.  Its  location  for 
health  and  beauty  can  hardly  be  excelled.  It  is  on 


a  plateau,  commanding  a  fine  view  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  and  is  one  of  the  prettiest  towns 
in  the  county.  The  good  people  here,  who  are 
intelligent  anti  affable,  know  this,  for  they  seem  to 
be  proud  of  their  village. 

9000^ 
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LINN  TOWNSHIP. 

INN,  being  on  the  eastern  border  of  the 
county,  would  naturally  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  way  of  early  settlement.  Penn- 


sylvania  and  Ohio  seem  to  have  furnished 
most  of  the  pioneers  in  this  township.  From 
the  best  information  obtained,  George  A. 
Yeisley  of  Pennsylvania,  and  L.  M.  Kepler  of 
Indiana,  were  the  two  first  settlers,  having  located 


here  in  1839.  Among  those  who  came  in  the 
“forties”  were  Oliver  Clark,  John  C.  Goudy, 
Daniel  IVlcCall,  Isaac  Kyle  from  Ohio,  James 
Varner,  Alex  Torrence  and  Benj.  Hoover  from 
Pennsylvania,  Chancey  Neal  from  New  York, 
George  House  from  Maryland,  Samuel  Ellison 
from  Ireland,  Win.  Perkins  from  Virginia,  and  J.  B 
\V.  Walton  from  England.  Along  in  the  “fifties,” 
farmers  seeking  Western  homes  settled  in  quite 
freely,  and  the  township  soon  had  a  lively  popu- 


ii 
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lation  whose  industry  and  experience  in  agricul-  i 

ture  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  community. 

— 
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The  land  in  Linn  Township  is  composed  mostly 
of  beautiful,  undulating  prairies  which  are  occasion¬ 
ally  relieved  by  lovely  groves.  The  soil  is  rich, 
easily  tilled  and  capable  of  producing  to  advantage 
almost  any  kind  of  crop.  It  was  very  well 
drained  by  small  creeks  which  course  southerly 
through  the  township  and  empty  into  the  Cedar. 
Schools  were  opened  in  Linn  Township  as  soon  as 
there  were  pupils  enough  to  form  classes.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  uniformly  good  school 
buildings  and  good  instructors. 

There  was  no  lack  of  piety  in  this  community, 
and  almost  from  the  first  settlement  religious  serv¬ 
ices  were  held.  Soon  thereafter,  denominational 
societies  were  organized,  and  church  buildings 
were  erected.  The  township  is  now  well  supplied 
with  churches,  which  are  liberally  supported  and 
in  a  healthy  condition. 
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The  township  will  number  in  population  about 
1,000,  the  major  portion  of  which  were  originally 
from  the  States.  Linn  has  no  city  or  village 
within  its  borders;  around  it,  however,  are  thrifty 
towns — Mount  Vernon,  Lisbon  and  Springville, 
where  the  people  do  their  trading  and  get  their 
mails.  The  farms  are  exceedingly  well  laid  out, 
and  under  good  cultivation,  with  first-class  build¬ 
ings,  and  are  approachable  by  good  roads.  The 
people  are,  in  general,  prosperous,  intelligent,  cul¬ 
tivated,  generous  and  sociable;  and  take  them  all 
in  all,  they  form  a  community  in  which  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  live. 


MAINE  TOWNSHIP. 

HIS  is  one  of  the  prosperous  townships  of 
C  the  county.  The  soil  is  rich  and  suscep¬ 
tible  of  high  cultivation,  which  has  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  owners.  The 
land  is  mostly  undulating  and  slightly  tim¬ 
bered,  except  along  the  Wapsipinicon,  being 
there  somewhat  broken  and  covered  with  a  lib¬ 
eral  growth  of  timber.  In  addition  to  the  Wapsi¬ 
pinicon,  it  is  drained  by  Indian  Creek,  which 
rises  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township  and 
flows  southerly  nearly  through  the  center,  empty¬ 
ing  into  the  Cedar. 

The  first  settlement  made  in  Maine  Township 
was  in  1839,  Ormus  Clark  from  Indiana,  being  one 
of  the  first  to  enter  a  claim.  Among  the  early 
settlers  here  were  the  Jordans  from  Maine — L.  D., 
M.  C.  and  Chandler;  H.  B.  Sawyer  also  from 
Maine,  and  N.  G.  Gillman  from  Virginia.  Immi¬ 
gration  continued  to  flow  into  Maine  Township 
chiefly  from  the  States,  until  it  became  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  most  populous  in  the  county. 
In  fact,  its  population  now  about  1,350,  is  in  excess 
of  that  of  any  other  township,  except  Marion  and 
Franklin,  the  territory  of  the  latter  being  over 
twice  the  size  of  Maine. 

The  township  is  not  only  admirably  adapted 
to  raising  grain,  but  is  excellent  for  stock,  to 
which  many  of  the  citizens  give  their  attention 
successfully.  The  farms  are  nearly  all  valuable, 
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and  finely  improved ;  and  many  of  them  are  em¬ 
bellished  with  handsome  residences  and  good  farm 
buildings.  The  township  is  amply  provided  with 
good  schools,  and  buildings  to  correspond.  Relief 
societies  were  established  at  an  early  day  and  have 
been  maintained  ever  since.  Of  these  the  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Baptist  are  most  prominent.  The  people 
are  marked  for  their  intelligence,  sobriety  and  in¬ 
dustry.  The  township  contains  two  villages — 
Waubeek  and  Central  City,  where  the  people  do 
most  of  their  trading  and  get  their  mails. 

Central  City. 

HIS  village  is  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Wapsipinicon,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
township,  has  a  population  of  about  250 
persons.  It  was  laid  out  in  1856  on  land 
belonging  to  Richard  Barber,  but  it  was 
some  years  before  there  was  much  of 
a  settlement.  George  Rice  has  the  credit 
of  erecting  the  first  house,  and  Cornelius  Par¬ 
sons  that  of  opening  the  first  store,  which  was 
in  about  the  year  1857.  Sometime  during  the 
year  1858  a  postoffice  was  opened;  a  hotel  was 
soon  established  and  other  business  houses  opened; 
and  a  sawmill  and  also  a  grist  mill  were  erected 
on  the  Wapsipinicon.  These  mills  were  of  great 
benefit,  not  only  to  the  people  of  Central  City, 
but  to  those  living  in  the  country  adjacent.  The 
grist  mill  was,  for  those  days,  quite  large,  and 
manufactured  a  good  quality  of  flour  and  meal. 
As  soon  as  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  to  form  a  class,  a  school  was  opened,  and 
taught  by  Joseph  Smith,  in  a  private  house.  Sub¬ 
sequently  a  good  school  building  was  erected,  to 
which  additions  were  afterward  made.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  village  have  taken  special  interest  in 
their  schools,  and  employ  only  competent  in¬ 
structors. 

A  Methodist  Society  was  organized  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  in  1854.  Services  were  held  at  first  in  private 
houses.  In  i860  a  substantial  church  building  was 
erected,  to  which,  some  years  later,  was  added  a 
parsonage.  The  congregation  is  fair,  and  much 
religious  zeal  is  manifested. 

The  Congregational  Society  held  their  first  re¬ 
ligious  exercisqg  here  in  1858,  at  a  private  house, 
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Rev.  A.  Mason  officiating.  Subsequently  they 
occupied  the  Methodist  church  building.  The 
society  have  built  a  good  parsonage,  and  take  a 
lively  interest  in  all  church  matters. 

The  Baptist  Church  erected  for  their  use  a  very 
commodious  frame  structure  in  1873.  They  had 
previously  perfected  an  organization,  and  placed 
their  society  on  a  prosperous  footing. 

Central  City  has  a  fair  local  trade,  the  stores 
carrying  a  good  stock.  Some  of  the  houses  in 
town  are  built  of  stone,  which  are  taken  from 
quarries  near  by.  The  inhabitants  in  general  are 
intelligent,  sociable  and  industrious;  this,  with  an 
attractive  location,  makes  Central  City  a  pleasant 
place  of  abode. 

Waubeek. 

HIS  village  is  situated  in  the  western  part 
of  Maine  Township,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Wapsipinicon.  The  first  house  erected 
here  was  about  the  year  iS52,by  Ezra  Nich¬ 
ols.  In  1855  a  dam  was  built  across  the  river 
and  a  sawmill  set  up,  and  during  this  year 
the  town  was  laid  oft.  George  W.  Wiggins,  who 
was  a  wagon  maker,  built  the  second  house.  For 
a  while  another  name,  Paddington,  was  given  to  a 
part  of  this  settlement,  but  it  was  finally  decided 
that  the  population  would  nat  be  so  large  that  one 
name  could  not  carry  it,  and  it  was  accordingly 
merged  into  one,  the  Indian  name  holding.  In 
1857  the  first  store  was  opened,  which  was  quite 
n1  an  event  to  the  people.  A  hotel  followed,  and 


I 

mm 


other  stores  and  shops,  which  gave  the  town  quite 
a  business  air.  Near  the  town  site  was  a  fine 
quarry  which  afforded  splendid  building  material, 
and  which  was  used  by  many  in  building.  In 
1S59  a  fine  three-story  stone  flouring  mill  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000.  A  year  or 
two  lrter  a  woolen  factory  was  erected. 

The  first  means  of  crossing  the  river  was  by  a 
ferry.  Afterward  a  wooden  bridge  was  constructed, 
and  finally  an  iron  one.  In  due  time  several  quite 
large  business  houses  were  opened  and  some  sub¬ 
stantial  blocks  erected.  Among  other  useful  in¬ 
dustries  was  that  of  a  creamery.  For  several  years 
the  town  was  a  thriving  business  center.  The  de¬ 


velopment  of  the  country  opened  up  other  marts 
of  trade,  and  finally  a  great  deal  of  the  business 
left  Waubeek  for  other  places. 

The  location  of  Waubeek  is  good,  it  being  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  rich  agricultural  and  stock-raising 
country.  Its  population  numbers  at  present  about 


too. 


MARION  TOWNSHIP. 

ARION  Township,  which  is  the  larg¬ 
est  civil  township  in  Linn  County,  is 
'Tv  also  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  for 
agricultural  purposes.  It  is  well  drained 
and  the  fertile  and  undulating  prairie  land 
>  yields  bountifully.  No  township  in  the 

county  is  better  supplied  with  farm  buildings  than 
Marion.  The  history  of  this  township  is  included 
in  the  history  of  Marion,  to  which  we  refer  the 
reader. 


MONROE  TOWNSHIP. 

HIS  township  was  first  settled  in  1840,  by 
a  German,  Michael  Neinand  his  family. 
Its  development  was  slow,  as  the  coun¬ 
try  lying  east  naturally  claimed  the  first  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  emigrant.  Only  as  these  rich 
lands  became  absorbed  would  he  move  on 
westward.  The  surface  of  the  township  is  undu¬ 
lating,  except  along  the  river;  there  it  is  quite 
broken,  and  dotted  over  with  small  groves.  It  is 
finely  adapted  to  farming  or  stock-raising.  On  the 
west  meanders  the  Cedar,  which  is  skirted  with 
some  fine  timber,  while  through  the  center,  run¬ 
ning  southward,  is  the  Otter.  These  water  courses 
afford  ample  drainage  and  good  water  for  stock. 
One  of  the  important  features  in  this  connection  is 
the  breeding  of  the  Poland-China  and  the  Berk¬ 
shire  pig. 

One  of  the  first  things  to  claim  the  attention  of 
the  settlers,  after  they  had  built  their  houses  and 
placed  their  farms  under  cultivation,  was  to  estab¬ 
lish  schools  for  their  children.  Religious  services 
were  held  at  quite  an  early  period,  which  were 


followed  bv  the  organization  of  church  societies. 

Monroe  is  well  improved  throughout,  and  con¬ 
tains  many  fine  farms.  Some  of  the  residences  are 
very  attractive.  By  their  industry,  economy  and 
skilled  husbandry,  the  people  of  this  region  not 


have  secured  a  competence,  but  they  have 


beautified  the  township,  increased  its  population, 
and  given  it  a  place  in  the  front  ranks  of  the 
county.  The  population  at  present  numbers  about 
1,200,  embracing  people  of  moral  and  religious 
culture,  and  possessed  of  social  and  generous  in¬ 
stincts.  Marion  has  one  town,  or  rather  a  station, 
Toddville,  within  its  borders,  which  is  located  near 
its  southern  line,  on  the  Postville  Division  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad. 
At  this  place,  Marion  and  Cedar  Rapids,  the  peo¬ 
ple  receive  their  mails.  Their  trading  is  generally 
done  at  Marion  or  Cedar  Rapids. 


Toddville. 


OTTER  CREEK  TOWNSHIP. 


HIS  station  is  about  ten  miles  northwest 


s»  of  Cedar  Rapids.  A  postoffice  was  es¬ 
tablished  here  soon  after  the  railroad  was 
completed,  also  one  or  two  stores.  A  mill 
was  erected  in  1850,  and  operated  several 
years.  It  is  not  a  very  eligible  site  for  a 


town,  and  this  may  account  for  its  lack  of  growth. 
In  the  way  of  trade,  a  small  store  now  does  all  the 
business. 


ifTTER  CREEK  was  fiist  settled  in  1840, 
by  R.  Ward.  He  was  not  favored  with 
any  neighbors  within  the  territory  now 
1  known  as  Otter  Creek,  for  several  years. 
John  Nevins  came  in  1845,  located  on  the 
*  Creek,  and  erected  a  sawmill.  The  settlers 
came  in  rather  slowly  at  first,  and  it  was  some  time 
before  the  land  was  all  taken  up.  The  township 
is  favorably  located,  and  has  a  productive  soil. 
The  surface  of  the  land  in  the  northern  part  is 
rolling,  and  toward  the  southern  line  considerably 
broken.  It  is  watered  by  Otter  Creek,  which  rises 
in  the  northern  part.  This  township  was  fortunate 
in  having  been  settled  by  a  good  class  of  farmers. 


Their  skill  and  industry  is  manifested  in  the  at-  1 
tractive  homesteads  that  greet  the  eye  in  every 
direction. 


Much  attention  has  been  given  of  late  to  dairy-__ 


ing  and  stockraising,  which  has  been  attended 
with  such  marked  success  that  it  will  undoubtedly 
become  the  leading  industry 

The  pioneers  who  developed  this  territory  were 
mostly  from  the  States.  At  the  present  time  there 
is  quite  a  respectable  German  population.  Other 
nationalities  are  lightly  represented.  Altogether, 
they  aggregate  about  850  persons. 

At  an  early  day  in  the  settlement  of  the  town¬ 
ship  religious  meetings  were  regularly  held,  result¬ 
ing  finally  in  the  organization  of  denominational 
societies,  which  have  since  been  very  creditably 
sustained. 


La  Fayette.  li! 

T  this  little  hamlet  is  a  postoffice  and  a 


I'¬ 


ll 

store,  where  the  people  of  Otter 


the 


Creek  get  their  mail  and  do  some  of 
their  trading.  There  is  also  a  lepair  shop 
and  a  hotel.  The  first  store  opened  was  in 
1853.  It  is  located  on  section  28,  and  near 
banks  of  Otter  Creek.  A  postoffice  was  es¬ 


tablished  in  1851,  with  Richard  Lanning  in  charge. 
The  first  school  was  opened  in  1856.  About 
twelve  years  ago  a  substantial  school  building  was 
erected.  The  people  have  taken  special  pains  to 
have  good  schools,  not  only  here  but  elsewhere  in 
the  township. 

In  1867  a  Christian  Church  was  organized,  Rev. 
N.  A.  McConnell  presiding.  Meetings  were  held 
in  the  schoolhouse,  until  the  society  erected  a  build¬ 
ing.  They  have  kept  up  their  meetings,  and  are 
in  a  healthy  condition. 
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PUTNAM  TOWNSHIP. 


S  early  as  1838  some  pioneers  found  their 
^  way  into  the  territory  that  is  now  em- 
B'n  braced  by  Putnam  Township  and  entered 
claims  around  what  was  called  Hoosier 
Grove.  This  township  was  backward  in 
starting  up.  From  its  first  settlement  its  pro¬ 


gress  has  been  slow,  and  at  the  present  time  its 
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population  is  only  between  8oo  and  900.  The 
township  is  favorably  located,  having  a  undulat¬ 
ing  prairie  surface,  with  a  little  broken  country 
north  along  the  Cedar.  Bordering  this  river  there 
is  some  timber,  and  there  are  occasional  groves 
through  the  township.  With  the  Cedar  and  some 
little  streams  the  land  is  pretty  liberally  watered 
and  provided  with  good  drainage.  The  farms  are 
well  cultivated,  and  there  are  some  good  farm 
buildings. 

The  first  school  of  which  there  is  any  definite 
knowledge  was  opened  in  1850. 

About  the  year  1854  a  Methodist  class  was 
formed.  In  1859  this  denomination  erected  a 
comfortable  church,  located  some  distance  east  or 
the  present  site  of  Ely. 

Ely. 

IIIS  is  a  town  of  some  300  inhabitants, 
composed  mostly  of  Bohemians,  and  sit¬ 
uated  on  the  line  of  the  Burlington, 
Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad,  on  sec- 
tions  30  and  31.  It  has  grown  up  since  this 
line  was  completed,  and  was  laid  out  in  1872. 
John  Holler  originally  owned  the  town  site,  then 
farm.  He  sold  it  to  Alex.  Gilmore.  From  the 
latter  it  passed  into  other  hands.  After  the  town 
was  laid  out,  dwellings  and  business  houses  went 
up  with  considerable  activity.  In  a  few  years  Ely 
became  quite  a  thriving  village.  A  new  school- 
house  was  erected,  and  the  Methodist  Church 
building  was  moved  into  town.  A  Presbyterian 
society  was  also  organized.  The  Bohemians  have 
a  large  church  building  and  a  large  congregation, 
which  is  prosperous  and  increasing. 


J  a 
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RAPIDS  TOWNSHIP. 

APIDSisthe  most  important  township 
in  the  magnificent  county  of  Linn,  in 
that  it  contains  about  one-half  the  jjopu- 
lation  of  the  entire  county.  We  have  dis¬ 
cussed  its  history  under  the  head  of  the  City 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  will  only  say  in  this 
connection  that  it  is  a  splendid  agricultural  section, 


and  has  within  its  borders  some  of  the  best  farms 
to  be  found  in  the  county. 

-3 - - 1- 

SPRING  GROVE  TOWNSHIP. 


.^PRING  GRO\rE  is  in  the  northern  tier 
of  townships,  and  very  favorably  located. 


It  is  drained  by  the  Wapsipinicon,  which 
1  uns  sout heastei lv  through  the  northern  part. 
Except  along  this  river,  which  is  pretty  well 
timbered,  the  land  mostly  is  rolling  prairie, 
interrupted  now  and  then  by  pretty  little  groves. 
The  soil  is  rich  and  easily  cultivated. 

The  first  man  to  enter  a  claim  in  this  township 
was  J.  H.  Walton, in  1847,  who  subsequently  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  when  Jackson  and 
Spring  Grove  were  attached  to  Maine  Township. 
Coming  in  soon  after  Mr.  Walton,  and  making 
claims  were  Jacob  Eastman,  H.  H.  Fay,  David 
Fay,  Thomas  Ward,  J.  C.  Dudley,  J.  S.  Lang 
and  Charles  Hoover.  After  this,  settlers  were 
constantly  coming  in  and  securing  their  homes, 
until  the  township  was  pretty  well  settled  up  and 
under  fair  cultivation.  Most  of  the  settlers  came 
from  the  Eastern  States.  The  population  now 
numbers  about  1,000  souls,  and  is  composed  of  an 
intelligent  and  industrious  class  of  people.  The 
farms  are  under  good  cultivation,  and  the  people 
are  generally  prosperous. 

There  is  one  village  in  the  township— Troy 
Mills— where  the  people  get  their  mail,  and  do 


their  trading. 


Troy  Mills. 


HIS  village  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
f?  Wapsipinicon,  and  has  a  population  of 
about  150  persons.  The  early  settlers 
located  about  this  site,  though  there  was  no 
effort  made  to  establish  a  town  for  many 
years  afterward.  Probably  the  first  industry 
that  led  to  the  starting  of  a  town  was  the  building 
of  the  flouring  mills,  to  which  was  subsequently 
attached  a  sawmill,  all  run  by  water  power.  The 
place  was  known  as  Hoosier  Mills.  The  mills 
were  erected  by  William  Wallace,  who  undoubt- 
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edly  came  from  Indiana.  When  a  postoffice  was 
opened  here  it  was  given  the  name  of  Troy  Mills. 
The  first  store  was  opened  in  1865,  by  J.  S.  Lang. 
Five  years  later,  the  town  was  laid  off,  and  othei 
stores  were  soon  opened.  In  1S71  a  hotel  was  es¬ 
tablished.  Following  this  was  a  drugstore. 

The  children  of  the  village  were  obliged  to  go 
some  distance  south  to  a  school  which  had  been 
established  long  before  the  town  was  started.  By 
the  fall  of  1871  a  good  school  house  was  built  in 
the  village  and  a  capable  teacher  secured. 

The  Congregational  Society  was  organized  in 
186S,  by  Rev.  T.  Spell.  The  society  prospered 
and  a  neat  little  church  was  erected,  in  which  are 
still  held  regular  meetings. 

The  Methodists  held  meetings  in  various  places 
about  the  settlement  for  several  years.  They 
finally  organized  a  class,  and  occupied  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church. 

The  Christians  have  one  of  the  oldest  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  township,  and  have  the  use  of  the 
Congregational  building  for  worship. 

There  are  now  about  five  stores  in  the  village, 
a  blacksmith  and  a  shoe  shop.  The  old  mill  occa¬ 
sionally  does  a  little  grinding.  But  this  and  other 
mills  of  its  kind  have  had  their  day.  Useful,  in¬ 
deed,  they  were  to  the  pioneer,  and  they  live  with 
him  in  grateful  remembrance.  Modern  improve¬ 
ments,  however,  and  the  present  facilities  for  trans¬ 
portation,  have  so  changed  the  condition  of  things 
that  in  a  few  years  these  old  mills,  moved  by  the 
falling  water,  will  only  live  in  our  memories. 
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Ptered  by  the  Cedar,  which  runs  across  the 
southwest  portion,  and  a  small  stream — 
Blue  Creek — which  courses  southerly,  and 
empties  into  the  Cedar.  d  he  natuie  of  the  land 
is  broken  along  the  water  courses,  and  pretty  well 
timbered  j  in  other  portions  of  the  township  the  land 
is  undulating.  The  soil  generally  is  rich  and  pio- 


u 

WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 


ASHINGTON  was  among  the  earliest 
settled  townships  in  Linn  County,  and 
Is  located  in  the  western  tier.  It  is  wa- 


ductive.  The  population  is  composed  of  a  thrifty, 
industrious,  and  an  intelligent  class  of  people. 
The  nationality  is  chiefly  American.  In  numbers 
it  will  come  up  to  about  1,400  souls.  For  further 
history  of  this  township  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Center  Point. 

Center  Point. 


gf^HIS  thriving  village  is  located  on  elevated 
ground  in  a  beautiful  prairie,  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  Cedar  River. 


ii 


Bordering  this  prairie  toward  the  river  at 
one  time  was  a  fine  body  of  timber.  The 
first  settlement  made  here  was  by  Bartimeas 
McGonigle  in  1839.  For  some  time  it  was  called 
McGonigle’s  Point.  McGonigle  was  not  without 
a  neighbor  when  he  made  his  claim,  for  Robert 
Osborn  had  preceded  him  by  a  year,  locating 
southeast  of  the  present  village  site.  Andrew 
Cummings,  Perry  Oliphant  and  Andrew  Motes 
settled  about  three  miles  southeast  in  1S39.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  year  David  S.  Way  and  Alex.  Thomas 
made  claims  about  the  same  distance  to  the  west, 
and  north  of  the  village,  something  over  a  mile, 
James  Chambers  located  a  home.  In  1840  several 
families  put  in  an  appearance,  making  claims  in 
different  parts  of  the  township.  They  formed  the 
nucleus  around  which  in  a  few  years  gathered  a 
numerous  and  thrifty  settlement. 

In  the  summer  of  1S4S  a  town  plat  was  made 
on  section  16,  of  Washington  Township.  This 
was  all  that  was  done  toward  starting  a  village  for 
several  years.  In  the  early  part  of  1S54  it  was  re¬ 
surveyed,  and  a  new  beginning  made  for  a  town. 
Residing  on  the  plat  at  that  time  were  Dr.  S.  M. 
Brice  andHiram  Campbell.  Mr.  Campbell  erected 
the  second  house  here,  the  first  having  been  built 
by  Mr.  McGonigle.  During  that  year  a  hotel 
building  was  completed,  and  a  hotel  opened, 
called  the  Washington  House,  now  the  Central. 
Soon  after  this  Lawrence  Hollenbeck  erected 
another  building  and  opened  a  store.  Following 
these  with  remarkably  short  intervals  of  time,  were 
several  other  business  bouses  which  gave  to  the 
town  a  very  prosperous  appearance.  During  this 


time  a  postoffice  was  established,  with  Dr.  Brice 
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as  postmaster.  1  Ills  was  preceded  by  a  school 
? vv Lich  was  taught  in  a  log  schoolhousc  that  had 
I'Cen  erected  at  the  beginning  of  the  settlement  of 
S  lhe  village.  The  town  now  has  a  eood  laree 
frame  building  for  school  "purposes,  which  is  pre- 
:  sided  over  by  able  teachers. 

During  the  building  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
;  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  the  citizens  of  this 
town  and  township  were  anxious  to  secure  the  line 
through  their  village,  and  an  appropriation  of 
:$i6,ooo  was  raised  by  a  five  percent,  tax  for  this 
purpose.  In  the  fall  of  1S73  the  track  was  com¬ 
pleted  to  the  village,  which  remained  the  terminus 
until  spring,  when  the  road  was  continued  on. 
This  railroad  added  largely  to  the  growth  of  Cen¬ 
ter  Point,  and  also  emboldened  Dr.  J.  F.  Wilson 
to  undertake  the  hazardous  enterprise  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  respectable  newspaper.  Prior  to  this 
there  had  been  attempts  at  printing  a  paper. 

By  1 S75  the  town  had  assumed  such  a  city  air 
that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  incorporate,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  Wm.  Nevin  was  chosen 
the  first  mayor. 

Those  who  were  religiously  inclined,  especially 
the  Methodists,  attended  worship  at  first  in  Ben¬ 
ton  County,  where  a  society  had  been  formed. 
In  1855  the  congregation  was  strong  enough  finan- 
:  daily  to  erect  for  their  own  use  a  neat  little  house 


of  worship  in  Center  Point,  which  relieved  them 
of  traveling  so  far  to  attend  to  their  religious 
duties.  This  society  has  been  kept  up  since  that 
time,  and  is  at  present  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Baptists  organized  a  society  here  in  1858, 
and  kept  up  their  services  for  many  years,  holding 
their  meetings  in  the  schoolhouse  and  in  the 
Congregational  building. 

The  Congregational  Church  has  a  good  society 
here,  which  was  established  in  1S73.  The  year 
following  they  erected  a  new  church  edifice  which 
was  an  ornament  to  the  town.  This  church  is  in  a 
good  healthy  condition,  and  is  pro^erous. 

1  he  Lutherans  have  also  an  organization,  with 
a  good  church  building,  and  have  regular  services. 

Center  Point  is  a  good  business  town.  It  is 
lively,  and  is  going  ahead.  There  are  several 
excellent  business  houses  here  which  are  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  goods.  It  has  a  rich  farming  country 
surrounding  it,  which  will  always  support  a  good 
trade.  In  addition  to  the  trade,  however,  there  is 
a  fine  creamery,  which  is  an  important  acquisi¬ 
tion  to  the  town,  and  several  shops.  The  people 
are  industrious,  attend  closely  to  their  business, 
are  temperate,  social  and  hospitable. 

The  population  numbers  now  about  500,  which 
is  chiefly  made  up  of  Americans  of  native  birth. 
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